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ARGENTINE    REPUBLIC. 

BTTENOS  ATEES. 

Bepori  hy  Chtuul  Oowper  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  ofBmenoe  Affree 
fir  the  Tear  1876. 

Thb  riyer  Plate  was  dificovered  bj  the  Spaniards,  under  Joan  Deas 
de  SoliB,  in  1515 ;  in  1530,  the  citj  of  Buenos  Ayres  was  founded ;  in 
1776  Buenos  Ayres  was  made  a  yice-rojaltj ;  in  1810  the  colonists 
rerolted,  and  after  a  civil  war  of  six  years'  duration  declared  their 
independence  of  the  mother  country.  From  that  period  to  1852,  when 
the  Dictator  Bosas  was  expelled,  the  country  became  a  prey,  like  most 
other  South  American  States,  to  military  caudillos,  or  unprincipled 
adyenturers,  and  the  present  state  of  the  republic  can  only  be  fairly 
dated  from  that  time. 

The  vice-royalty  of  Buenos  Ayres  contained  at  its  last  census  in 
1782,  170,832  inhabitants;  it  is  now  the  Argentine  Bopublic,  with 
upwards  of  2,000,000  inhabitants;  its  territory  extends  north  and 
south  from  the  tropic  of  Capricorn  to  Tierra  del  Fuego,  and  east  and 
west  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  the  Andes;  it  is  divided  into  fourteen 
provinces  or  states,  and  three  territories,  and  its  superficial  area  is  said 
to  be  a  million  of  square  miles;  there  exist  disputed  questions  of 
frontier  of  more  or  less  importance,  Parac^y  claiming  poitions  of  the 
Cban  Chaco,  Brazil  of  Missiones,  and  Chili  of  Patagonia. 

There  are  all  varieties  of  climate  and  production  in  the  republic, 
from  the  tropical,  in  its  northern  provinces,  to  absolute  cold  and 
sterility  at  its  southern  extremity,  whilst  all  the  productions  of  the 
temperate  zone  are  to  be  found  in  its  central  provinces,  which  enjoy 
a  climate  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  world. 

The  natural  means  of  communication  are  magnificent.  The  estuary 
of  the  Plate  is  the  gate  by  which  the  commerce  of  the  world  finds 
entrance  to  the  grand  water-courses  of  the  interior.  At  its  extremity, 
and  near  the  embouchure  of  the  Parana  and  ITruguay,  the  port  of 
Buenos  Ayres  is  situated.  Thence  the  Parana  is  navigable  for  a 
thousand  miles,  passing  the  provinces  of  Entre  Bios,  Santa  F^,  and 
Corrientes  into  the  neighbouring  republic  of  Paraguay,  whilst  the 
Upper  Parana  and  Paraguay  rivers  open  a  communication  with  the 
provinces  of  Brazil  as  far  as  Cuyaba,  in  Matto  Grosso,  for  another 
thousand  miles.  Numerous  grand  tributaries,  such  as  the  Salado  and 
Yermejo  rivers,  are  highways  to  the  north-western  proviiices,  whilst  the 
Colorado  and  Negro  connect  the  Atlanticprovinces  of  the  south  with 
the  Andes  and  Pacific,  and  the  great  Uruguay,  starting  from  the 
BrazUian  provinces  of  Santa  Catarina  and  Bio  Grande  do  Sul,  and 
flowing  down  the  eastern  shores  of  Corrientes  and  Entre  Bios  to  the 
Plate,  both  forms  the  frontier,  and  places  the  republic  in  easy  com- 
munication with  all  parts  of  the  neighbouring  republic  of  Uruguay. 

In  speaking  of  the  natural  means  of  communication,  the  great 
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plains  of  the  Pampas  must  not  be  omitted.  Without  forests,  or  other 
Berious  obstructions,  but  covered  by  luxuriant  herbage,  upon  which  are 
fed  vast  herds  of  cattle,  flocks  of  sheep,  and  droves  of  horses,  they 
■extend  from  the  Plate  to  the  Andes,  and  down  to  the  borders  of 
Patagonia,  presenting  a  level  as  if  prepared  by  Nature  herself  for  the 
railroads  which  are  gradually  intersecting  them. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  a  country  possessing  such  natural 
advantages  should  hare  made  very  rapid  progress  in  the  at*ts,  sciences, 
and  material  prosperity.  Its  capital,  Santa  Trinidad  de  Buenos  Ayres, 
commonly  styled  '*  Buenos  Ayres,"  is  probably  as  regards  architectural 
beauty  thanks  to  its  Italian  population,  the  flnest  upon  the  South 
American  continent.  Its  geographical  position  is  not  good ;  it  is  built 
upon  a  dead  level,  and  its  port  is  unworthy  of  the  name ;  the  arrangement 
of  the  streets  isxectangular;  the  houses,  of  which  there  are  86,000,  being 
built  in  square  blocks  of  150  yards  ;  it  covers  about  2,000  acres  of  land, 
and  contains  a  population*  of  220,000,  more  than  one-half  of  whom  are 
foreigners,  or  of  foreign  origin ;  indeed,  it  is  almost  as  common  to  hear 
Italian  and  English  spoken  as  Spanish.  Every  street  is  intersected 
by  tramways.  There  are  good  scnools,  churches^  boUi  Catholic  and 
Protestant,  an  opera  house,  theatres,  concert  rooms,  clubs,  boat  and. 
horse  races,  athletic  sports,  and  cricket  clubs,  &a  Twenty  daily  news- 
papers are  published  in  Spanish,  English,  French,  German,  and  Italian ; 
there  is  an  Exchange,  and  companies  of  all  sorts,  joint-stock,  railway, 
banking,  insurance,  <&c.,  &o. 

Buenos  Ayres  is  the  seat  alike  of  the  Federal  and  Provincial 
G-ovemments,  and  the  residence  of  the  foreign  legations.  It  has  a 
municipality,  and  its  inhabitants  are  devoted  to  commercial  pursuits, 
and  equally  so  to  luxury,  pleasure,  and  extravagance.  Buenos  Ayres 
may  be  described  as  one  of  the  most  agreeable  but  most  expensive 
capitals  in  the  world. 

TbADE  AlTD   COMMEEOE. 

For  the  following  commercial  statistics,  which  were  collected  from 
Government  sources,  I  am  chiefly  indebted  to  Midhall's  admirable 
"Handbook  to  the  Biver  Plate." 

The  imports  consist  of  the  manufactures  and  produce  of  the 
prineipal  nations  of  Europe  and  America,  too  nnmerous  to  be  named 
in  detail.  The  increase  in  their  value  has  been  very  remarkable ;  in  1870 
their  gross  value  was  9,324,955^. ;  in  1873, 13^86,766?. 

The  exports  consist  of  wool,  sheepskins,  ox  and  cowhides,  jerked' 
beef,  tallow,  live  cattle,  other  animals,  minerals,  bones,  skins,  horn,  hay, 
tobacco,  and  flour,  of  the  value  of  9,158,5157.,  as  follows : — 
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Lbs. 
tf             •• 

Qdntals    !! 
Number    . . 
Quintals    .. 

•  • 

Qnantitj. 

Value. 

Wool 

Sheepskins 

Ox  and  cowhides 

Jerked  beef 

Tallow 

LiyecatUe       

Other  animals  ••         ••         •• 

Minerals 

Bones,  skins,  and  boms 

Hay,  tobaooo,  and  flour. . 

208,610,000 

72,970,000 

8,121,788 

916,220 

1,182,240 

162,428 

58,856 

13,540 

•  • 

£. 

8,280,424 

881,778 

2,114,842 

422,188 

1,485,580 

820,000 

67,160 

62,084 

548,641 

81,878 

Total 

•• 

•• 

9,158,515 

Twenty  years  ago  the  value  of  exports  was  onlj  1,400,000/.,  and  the 
gross  trade  of  the  country  has  more  than  doubled  within  the  last  ten 
years. 

The  foUowinff  is  the  extent  of  business  carried  on  between  the 
Aigentrine  Bepublic  and  the  different  nations  named : — 


Imports. 

Exports. 

France.      

Belgium 

United  States       

Italy          

Spain         

Chile         

Brazil        

Umguay 

Germany 

Holland     .. 

Other  countries 

£            B.     d. 

3,868,824  12  0 

8,645,027  12  0 
598,517    4  0 

1,088,528  4  0 
756,876  16  0 
590,520  0  0 
288,886    8  0 

■  598,790  12  0 
547,069  16  0 
645,608  0  0 
822,828  4  0 
899,864    4  0 

£          8.    d, 

1,978,861    8  0 

1,785,568  16  0 

2,778,801  12  0 

606,589    0  a 

297,585    0  0 

246,889    8  0 

478,095    0  0 

158,892  16  0 

198,589  16  0 

89,919.  8  0 

45,240  16  0 

420,108    0  0 

Total          

18,285,766  12  0 

9,024,081     0  0 

The  rey^nae  of  the  republic,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  raised 
and  expended,  may  prove  interesting.  In  1874  it  amounted  to 
£41,732,000/. 

£ 

Import  duties 8,200,000 

Export  duties 550,000 

Warehouse  fees 180,000 

Stamps 75,000 

FostofBce         83,000 

Telegraphs        ..         ••    *" 21,000 

Light  house  dues         21,000 

Interest  on  Tarious  loan  fimds. 90,000 

Interest  on  Central  Argentine  Bailway  shares      47,000 
TreasuxybUls 500,000 

Total     ..        4,782.000 


It  was  expended  as  follows,  viz. : — 
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£ 

Interest  on  public  debt 1,560,000 

Floating  debt 700,000 

Cnstom-bonse  officials  . .         , .         . .         . .  800,000 

President  and  cabinet 45,000 

Congress           100,000 

Army •         1,040,000 

Kavy 60,000 

Indian  subsidies..         ..         45,000 

Legations  abroad         88,000 

Federal  court 81,000 

Ecclesiastical  grant 88,000 

Educational 810,000 

Finance  offices 80,000 

Kailways 45,000 

Immigraacm 46,000 

Post  office         72.000 

Telegrapbs        52,000 

Subsidies  to  provinces 45,000 

Public  works ..  180,000 

Total 4,782,000 

The  national  debt  in  1874  amounted  to  14,200,000/.,  that  is  to  saj, 
10,019,421/.,  the  amount  of  the  foreign  debt,  and  4,186,795/.  that  of  t^e 
home  debt,  or  about  7/.  a  head  of  the  whole  population. 

There  are  ten  banks  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  having  branches 
in  the  principal  provinces  of  the  republic,  namely,  the  Provincial,  the 
National,  the  Argentine,  the  Maufi,  the  London  and  Eiver  Plate,  the 
Mercantile,  the  Italian,  the  Mortgage,  the  Belga-German,  and  the 
Carabassa,  all  with  ample  capital,  and  paying  handsome  dividends; 
there  are  about  17,000  depositors,  of  whom  14,000  are  said  to  be 
European  artizans  and  labourers. 

An  alteration  in  the  tariff  of  import  duties  took  place  on  the  Ist  of 
January  last.* 

There  are  export  duties  of  6  per  cent  upon  hides,  wool,  jerked  beef, 
tallow,  feathers,  and  bone-ash,  and  2  per  cent,  upon  sheepskins ;  all 
other  exports  are  free. 

Shipping  and  Navigation. 

Buenos  Ayres  is  the  port  of  entrance  to  the  whole  republic,  although 
some  foreign  vessels  load  and  unload  at  Bosario ;  but  ibuenos  Ayres  is 
the  one  acknowledged  port,  and  it  is  from  this  fact  that  its  people  are 
called  "  Portenos,"  but  as  a  port,  1  am  sure  that  the  most  patriotic 
Porteno  will  excuse  my  saying  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  detestable 
in  the  world.  It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  inconvenience  and 
difficulty  of  transit  between  the  shipping  and  the  shore,  its  expense  as 
regards  merchandize,  and  in  rough  weather,  extreme  danger  to  pas- 
sengers. Large  vessels,  such  as  the  transatlantic  steamers,  arc  obliged 
to  lie  twelve  miles  from  the  mole,  and  load  and  unload  by  means  of 
lighters.  The  Government  has  made  laudable  efforts  to  remedy  this 
great  defect,  but  hitherto  without  success.  Mr.  Bateman,  the  eminent 
engineer,  proposed  a  plan,  which,  however,  was  not  accepted,  and  it  is 
to  be  assumed  that  if  he  failed,  Buenos  Ayres  harbour  is  not  capable  of 
improvement,  and  the  port  will  have  ultimately  to  be  formed  at 
Ensenada,  twenty  miles  distant,  but  to  which  there  is  a  railway. 

The  total  number  of  shipping  arriviug  annually  at  Buenos  Ayres 

*  See  Consul  Joers  Keporl^  p.  748. 
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tTerages  about  2,150,  measurmg  868,860  tons,  of  which  705  are 
■teamen,  with  an  aggr^;ate  tonnage  of  386,373  tona ;  of  these  about 
200  are  British,  measuring  180,000  tons. 

There  are  thirteen  regular  lines  of  steamers,  exclusiye  of  the 
LiTerpool  and  Pacific  Line,  which,  although  they  carry  numerous  pas- 
sengers to  and  from  Buenos  Ayres,  do  not  come  further  up  the  iiver 
ttmn  Montevideo ;  of  these  lines  three  are  English,  possessmff  thirty- 
four  ships  of  the  first  chss.  o         j 

AeSIOTTLTXTBE. 

Buenos  A^res  is  a  pastoral  rather  than  an  agricultural  country. 
Mid,  in  speaking  of  Buenos  Ayres,  I  include  the  whole  Argentine 
Sepublic,  of  which  it  is  immeasurably  the  paramount  State.  The  chief 
a^cultoral  productions  are  wheat  and  Indian  com,  but  suflBcient  only  ia 
raised  for  home  consumption,  whilst  there  exist  in  the  country  80,000,000 
sheep,  15,000,000  homed  cattle,  and  4,000,000  horses.  These  are 
eoonomicalljr  fed  upon  the  natural  inexhaustible  grasses  of  the  Pampas. 
ThfflT  Talue  is  estimated  at  80,000,000/.  sterling.  About  600,000  mares 
and  eows,  and  12,000,000  sheep  are  annually  killed  and  boiled  down 
bt  tallow,  or  turned  into  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat.  These,  with  wool, 
hides,  sheepskins,  horns,  Ac.,  are  exported  to  the  value  of  9,000,000/. 

Population  aot)  l2n)usTBiis. 

The  population  of  the  republic  is  stated  to  be  2,150,000,  ethno- 
logically  of  many  and  mixed  nationalities ;  it  is  impossible  to  form  a 
correct  conjecture  of  what  the  admixture  may  be  in  the  outlying 
pronnces,  but  there  is  probably  a  considerable  amalgamation  of 
manish  and  Indian  blood.  The  difBculty  is  much  less  in  the  Province 
ot  Buenos  Ayres.  There  the  population,  including  that  of  the  city, 
amounts  to  upwards  of  500,000,  whose  component  parts  may  be  given 
as  follows,  including,  under  their  European  nationality,  the  sons  of 
first  settlers,  who  retain  their  fathers'  language: — Argentines  of 
Spanish  blood,  300,000;  French  and  Basques,  40,000;  l^aniards, 
40,000;  British,  50,000;  Italians,  60,000;  Germans,  10,000;  and 
Indians,  5,000;  there  are  also  some  few  negroes,  but  they  are  fast 
disappearing.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  British  and  Germans,  the  inhabitants  almost  entirely  belong  to  the 
Latin  race. 

The  labouring  classes  of  Argentines  employ  themselves  in  the 
fistancias  and  Sfuaderos,  as  herdsmen  in  the  former,  and  slayers  of 
sheep  and  cattle  in  the  latter,,  and  are  the  ''  gauchos  "  of  the  country ; 
the  f^nch,  Spanish,  and  Basques,  as  small  shopkeepers,  waiters  in 
hotels  and  cafes,  and  as  domestic  servants,  or  as  artizans  in  different 
trades ;  the  Italians  as  peons  or  porters,  keepers  of  wine  shops,  pedlars, 
and  small  shopkeepers ;  and  the  British,  and  particularly  the  Lrish,  in 
sheep-fiumiug,  or  as  crooms;  the  Germans  also  apply  themselves  to 
sheep-farming;  in  skilled  labour  the  English  are  tne  enfi;ineers  and 
medianicians  of  Buenos  Ayres;  the  French,  watchmalers,  coach 
builders,  modistes,  Ac,  the  Germans,  tailors.  Amongst  the  upper 
dasses  there  are  merchants,  bankers,  medical  men,  of  all  nationalities ; 
in  music  the  Italians  are  in  the  ascendant ;  and  the  army,  navy,  and 
civil  service,  including  the  Congress  and  members  of  the  Govemmenty 
are  all  Ajrfi;entines. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  rates  of  wages  obtainable  in  Buenos 
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Ajres,  but  itmust  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  price  of  living  and  clothing 

is  exceBsiTely  high. 

WithboMd. 
£ 

Fann  senrants 80  to  50 

Gardeners  40    100 

Coachmen  40      60 

Menoo<^  40    120 

Bakers 40      70 

Shopmen  and  clerks 20    200 

Apothecaries ••         ..80    150 

Teachers  ..         ..     " 60    100 

HooBO  maids      ..         ..         ••         ••         ...SO      60 
Kuraes  and  cooks  40      80 

Abtizans  bt  the  Day. 

Without  board. 

•    *.  d.  9.  d. 

Carpenters        6  0  to  12  0 

Blacksmiths 6  0  10  0 

Stonemasons 7  0  10  0 

Lithographers 7  0  20  0 

WatchmakexB 8  0  11  0 

TaUore 7  0  11  0 

Saddlers ..6  0  10  0 

BodLbinders 5  0  10  0 

Painters 5  0  8  0 

Shoemakere 4  0  7  0 

There  is  a  regular,  and  until  the  last  two  years,  an  increasing  flow 
of  immigration  to  Buenos  Ayres. 
The  arrivals  were  :— 

Inl868       ..      29,284 

1869       87,984 

1870       41,058 

1871  (yellow  fever  epidemic) 21,758 

1872  ,,  „         41,002 

1878  „  „         79,712 

but  during  the  last  two  years,  owing  to  General  Mitre's  unjustiflaUe 
rebellion,  and  the  increasing  insecurity  of  life  and  property,  the  number 
immigrants  have  greatly  decreased,  and  a  very  consideraole  exodus  has 
taken  place  of  the  most  valuable  class  of  settlers,  .those  who  had 
amassea  an  amount  of  capital,  which  enabled  them  to  abandon  the 
country. 

Public  Wobks. 

The  greatest  public  work  in  the  whole  republic  is  the  drainage  and 
water  supply  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayjes,  upon  the  plans  of  Sir.  F* 
Bateman,  the  eminent  English  engineer.  The  contract  provides  fi»r 
16,000,000  of  gallons  of  water  supply,  and  60,000,000  of  drainage  in 
24  hours.  Its  estimated  cost  of  2,000,000/.  was  raised  in  London  in 
1878 ;  there  have  been  many  vexatious  impediments  to  their  progress, 
which  I  hear  are  now  removed,  and  that  they  may  probably  be  com- 
pleted by  the  end  of  1877. 

Various  attempts  have  been  made  to  improve  the  Port  of  Buen4>s 
Ayres,  but  they  are  for  the  present  abandoned  There  are  no  made 
roads  in  the  republic,  owing  to  the  absence  of  stone,  or  canals  or 
bridges  of  any  importance. 

There  are  twelve  lines  of  railway  open  in  the  Argentine  fiepublic, 
measuring  in  the  agfi;regate  about  1,000  miles.  There  are  seven  others 
in  constniction,  and  eleven  projected.    The  stock  is  almost  entirely 
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held  in  En^buid,  under  goyernment  guarantees  of  7  per  cent.  Bailwajs 
aie  of  ineBtimable  Talue  in  a  new  country,  whether  they  pay  the  ahare- 
hold^rs  or  not,  in  openiog  it  ap,jaid  eneounM^;ing  immigrants  to  settle 
alcmg  their  courses,  but  as  an  investment  they  are  ric^y.  They 
jiatizraUy  pay  good  dividends  upon  their  first  sections,  which  start  from 
the  great  ports  or  markets,  through  a  peopled  an4  cultivated  track,  but 
each  extension  diminishes  the  profits,  as  with  the  increase  of  every 
league  there  must  be  a  proportionate  decrease  of  population  and  of 
produce ;  and,  bearing  this  in  view,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  interests  of 
tiie  government  and  of  the  shareholders  are  not  identical.  The  latter, 
who  may  be  receiving  dividends  of  12  or  16  per  cent,  per  annum, 
should  distrust  extensions,  which  would  almost  inevitably  reduce  them 
to  7  or  8  per  cent.,  then  to  6  or  6,  and  if  continued  too  long,  may 
ultimately  cause  the  working  expenses  to  even  exceed  the  government 
guarantee,  whilst  the  former  would  of  course  favour  extensions  without 
umit,  for  its  liabilities  being  confined  to  7  per  cent,  upon  the  paid-up 
capital,  it  would  rightly  consider  that  sum  well  expended  in  developing 
the  country  and  its  resources. 

There  are  80  miles  of  tramways  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  alone, 
and  they  also  exist  in  many  ot  the  principal  towns  of  the  republic. 
Th^  are  said,  to  be  profitable  investments. 

There  are  also  4,000  miles  of  telegraphs  in  working  order,  and  the 
construction  continues  at  the  rate  of  about  500  miles  a  year. 

Emioba^iok. 

I  desire,  before  closing  this  report,  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
emigration  to  the  River  Plate. 

The  Argentine  Government,  in  common  with  many  other  South 
American  States,  is  redoubling  its  efforts  to  obtain  European  immigrants, 
but,  although  it  is  (with  Chili)  incomparably  the  most  desirable  field 
upon  that  continent  for  their  selection,  particularly  as  regards  climate, 
yet  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property  is  so  great,  and  the  impunity 
with  which  crime  is  perpetrated  so  notorious,  that  it  becomes  the 
positive  duty  of  a  British  agent  to  warn  his  countrymen  from  adopt- 
mgit. 

The  great  body  of  British  emigrants  to  the  republic  are  Irish,  and  a 
more  exemplary,  laborious,  and  aJtogether  admirable  set  of  colonists  it 
is  impossible  for  any  nation  to  be  favoured  with.  The  republic  owes  its 
sheep-farming  industry  and  wealth  entirely  to  them,  and  yet  they  are 
outraged,  robbed,  and  murdered  by  the  savage  gauchos,  while  scarcely 
any  effort  is  made  to  protect  them,  or  to  punish  tneir  aggressors. 

The  little  Welsh  colony  of  Ghupat,  snould  it  ever  prove  successful, 
would  give  no  real  encouragement.  It  has  been  artificially  supported 
by  the  Argentine  Gk)vernment  for  many  years,  probably  to  induce 
others  to  colonise  Patagonia. 

Why,  with  colonies  of  our  own  upon  which  the  sun  never  sets,  and 
consequently  with  every  variety  of  climate  and  production,  with  the 
IJnited  States,  which  is  o^y  politically  a  foreign  country,  British 
subjects  can  be  induced  to  migrate  to  foreign  lands,  where  laws, 
customs,  and  languages  are  all  different  from  those  of  their  own 
country,  and  where  the  administration  of  the  laws  is  defective,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  conceive ;  but,  I  would  remind  them,  that  if,  in  addition  to  thj 
pain  of  abandoning  their  native  land,  their  people,  friends,  and  relations, 
the  laws  and  government  under  which  they  nave  grown  up  and  been 
protected,  they  seek  an  unknown  land  where  everything  is  changed, 
where  an  alien  race  look  upon  them  with  distrust,  whose  habits  are 
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foreiffn  to  theirs,  and  where  they  cannot  even  make  themselves  under- 
stood, I  say  they  weight  themselves  for  the  race  of  life,  and  no  advantage 
which  may  be  offered  them  will  compensate  for  the  chances  they  have 
lost  in  rejecting  those  fertile  fields  for  emigration  which  have  been 
prepared  for  them  by  their  own  countrymen,  and  where  political 
freedom,  security  of  life  and  property,  justice  and  personal  indepen- 
dence await  them. 

London,  March  27, 1876. 
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Beport  hjf  Comul  Joel  an  the  Trade  and  Cbmmerce  o/Bosario/or  the 

Tear  1875. 

In  the  reports  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  consular  district, 
which  I  have  annually  furnished  during  the  past  five  years,  I  hare  had 
to  remark  on  an  unbroken,  continuous  augmentation,  not  only  of  its 
trade  and  commerce,  but  also  of  its  productive  power.  Although  the 
year  recently  terminated  forms  no  exception  in  this  respect  to  the 
previous  years,  yet  the  continuous  increase  of  trade  has  been  less 
marked,  luid  proportionately  much  less  great  than  in  the  preced- 
ing years.  The  cause  is  easily  explained.  The  trade  of  Bosario  is 
not  wholly  a  local  trade,  as  it  supplies  most  of  the  interior  provinces 
with  a  portion  of  the  imported  merchandise  which  they  consume,  the 
other,  and  by  far  the  larger  portion,  being  derived  from  Buenos  Ayres. 
The  financi^  crisis  and  severe  commercial  depression  which  for  the 
past  two  jears  have  weighed  so  heavily  upon  Buenos  Ayres  (the  com- 
m^tnal  as  well  as  the  political  capital  of  this  country)  has  at  last  made 
itself  felt  in  this  market,  although  this  is,  io  a  very  c^eat  extent,  an 
independent  commercial  commumtv.  The  svstem  of  business  in  this 
country  is  that  of  long  credits,  ana  the  merchants  of  the  interior  pro* 
vinces  being  indebted  both  to  the  Buenos  Avres  houses  and  those 
established  here,  the  exigencies  of  the  Buenos  Ayres  merchants  caused 
them  to  be  more  urgent  in  their  demands  for  the  liquidation  of  their 
accounts  than  had  hitherto  been  the  case.  The  result  has  been  that 
the  merchants  of  the  interior  provinces,  deprived  to  a  certain  extent  of 
Buenos  Ayres  credit  and  capital,  have  been  obliged  to  contract  their 
business,  and  consequently  the  sales  in  this  market,  affected  hj  a  want 
of  that  confiilence  which  formerly  existed,  have  been  comparatively  less 
than  during  the  previous  year.  For  the  past  two  jrears  the  number  of 
business  failures  in  Buenos  Ayres  has  been  almost  incredible,  and  if  we 
consider  the  trade,  population,  and  resources  of  that  city,  the  total 
amount  of  these  failures  appears  fabulous ;  yet  during  this  period  there 
have  been  but  two  failures  of  any  importance  in  this  district,  and  I  am 
informed  by  those  interested  in  the  trade,  that  the  merchants  of  the 
interior  provinces,  considering  the  strain  upon  their  resources,  have 
met  their  liabilities  in  this  market  with  praiseworthy  punctuality. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  decrease  in  the  augmentation  of  trade  as 
compared  with  previous  years,  is  compensated  for  by  the  great  increase 
in  the  products  of  this  district.  The  wheat  crop  will  exceed  by  at 
least  25  per  cent,  that  of  last  year.  The  harvest  commences  in 
December,  and  it  is  not  possible  at  this  early  date  to  give  the  exact 
quantity  or  value  of  the  yield,  as  part  of  the  crop  is  jet  unthrashed ; 
out  the  foUowing  is  an  approximate  calculation  of  what  it  will  be : — 

Wheat  Crop  of  1876-76. 

Boahelfl. 

Department  of  Bosario       750,000 

„       Santa  F6 850,000 

Total 1,600,000 
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calculated  at  1-j^  dol.  currency  (about  6s.  sterling)  per  bushel,  gives 
8,000,000  dol.  currency,  say  406,000/.  sterling,  as  the  value  of  the 
wheat  crop. 

"When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  ten  years  ago  this  district  did  not 
produce  a  tithe  of  the  wheat  necessary  for  its  own  consumption,  it? 
progress  in  this  branch  of  agriculture  is  somewhat  remarkable,  as, 
calculating  that  it  now  needs  600,000  bushels,  there  will  be  a 
surplus  of  1,100,000  bushels  for  exportation.  This  year  has  been 
exceptionally  good.  The  yield  has  been  from  18  to  30  bushels  to  the 
acre.  The  lands  of  course  are  unmanured,  and,  as  an  instance  of  the 
adaptability  of  the  soil  for  wheat  culture,  I  may  mention  a  case  that 
has  come  under  my  own  observation  in  the  colony  of  Boldan  (of  the 
Central  Argentine  Land  Company),  where  a  colonist  sowed  6^  bushda 
on  S^  acres,  and  cropped  860  bushels,  which  is  over  40  bushels  to  the 
acre.  The  seed  was  white  wheat,  used  here  exclusively  in  the  manu- 
facture of  maccaroni. 

The  maize  and  potato  crops  have  been  greatly  injured  by  locusts, 
and  in  many  parts  of  the  province  totally  destroyed  by  them,  the  loss 
occasioned  by  them  may  be  estimated  at  100,0007. 

An  experiment  in  another  branch  of  agriculture  was  made  in 
October  last  in  the  shipment  of  40  bales  of  pressed  hay  (lucerne, 
'^Mendicago  Sativa")  by  the  steamer  "Archimedes"  to  Liverpool. 
I  am  not  aware  of  the  result,  which  as  yet  is  probably  known  only  to 
the  shipper ;  but  as  I  understand  he  is  interested  in  a  cargo  now  being 
shipped,  I  must  suppose  that  it  has  been  favourable.  The  quality  of 
the  lucerne  produced  here  is  good,  and  it  can  be  placed  in  England  at  a 
cost  of  about  5/.  per  ton.  If  it  can  be  there  sold  at  an  advance  of  10^. 
per  ton,  it  would  leave  a  fair  remunei*ation  both  to  the  produeer  and 
shipper,  and  this  department  alone  could  ship  a  hundred  cargoes 
annually,  which  oould  be  indefinitely  multiplied  in  the  course  of  a  very 
few  years,  as  the  land  once  prepared  and  sown  requires  no  further  pre- 
paration or  sowing  for  from  16  to  20  years,  and  the  yield  is  6  to  6  crops, 
or  cuttings  in  flower,  annually. 

TSADE  AND  COMIOBCE. 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  detailed  statement  of  the  nature,  value, 
and  source  of  the  imports ;  but  taking  the  gross  receipts  of  the  custom- 
house at  this  port  for  the  year  as  a  basis,  we  may  estimate  the  value  of 
the  merchandize  upon  which  duties  are  chargeable  to  have  been  about 
2,500,000/.  This  is  exclusive  of  the  value  of  railway  materials,  which 
are  free  of  du^,  and  of  which  large  quantities  for  the  Cordova  and 
Tucuman,  and  luo  Quarto  and  Villa  Mercedes  lines  have  been  received. 

Seoeifts  for  Duties,  Ac.  at  the  Cuttom-house,  Bosario. 


Year. 

Amount  in 
Cnrrency. 

Amount  in 
Sterling. 

1876           

1874          

Dollara. 
1,888,656 
1,689,829 

£ 
88M00 
324,400 

Increase  in  1875  ..        ..        •• 

298,727 

60,000 
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New  Tabiff. 

On  the  Ist  of  JanuarVi  1870,  a  new  tariff  came  into  force  throughout 
this  republic,  by  which  the  import  duties  upon  most  of  the  luxuries  and 
maOT  of  the  necessities  df  life  nave  been  increased  15  per  cent. 

1  append  a  list  of  the  principal  articles  imported,  with  the  amount 
of  duties  they  are  now  subject  to : — 

Abticlss  subject  to  40  per  cent.,  and  5  per  cent,  additional.    Total 
45  per  cent,  ad  valorem  Auty. 

'Beer ;  brandy ;  boots  and  shoes ;  bacon ;  batter ;  biscuits ;  carriages ; 
dgara ;  cigarettes ;  cana ;  cards,  playing ;  clothing,  ready  made ;  cheese ; 
furniture,  all  kinds;  firearms;  fireworks;  fruits,  fresh  or  preserved; 
^gin;  bam;  barness;  liqueurs;  liquors,  spirituous  of  all  kinds;  maca- 
poni;  meats,  preserved;  porter;  perfumery;  paperhangings,  fine  or 
^gilt;  ponchos,  all  kinds;  rum;  sole  leather;  saddles;  starch;  snufi^; 
tobacco;  toilet  soaps;  wine  of  all  kinds  in  bottle;  wine  in  barrel, 
except  ordinary ;  works  of  art. 

Abtioles  subject  to  30  per  cent.,  and  5  per  cent,  additional.    Total 
35  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty. 

Candles,  sperm,  wax,  or  composition;  fruits,  dried;  fancy  goods; 
glass  ware;  haberdashery;  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets;  porcelain  ware; 
tiles  for  roofing  or  flooring ;  wine,  ordinary,  in  barrels ;  uood,  except 
white  pine ;  yerba  mate. 

Abtioles  subject  to  20  per  cent.,  and  5  per  cent,  additional.    Total 
25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty. 

Cotton  manufactured  goods ;  linen  manufactured  ^oods ;  silk  manu- 
factured goods;  woollen  manufactuFed  goods;  mixed  woollen  and 
cotton  manufactured  goods,  and  any  mixed  fabrics  of  woollen,  cotton, 
silk,  or  linen ;  cotton  for  sewing ;  cofiee ;  chocolate ;  cocoa ;  crockery 
ware;  drugs;  fish, salt  or  dried;  glasu  for  windows;  hardware;  btass 
and  copper  goods;  paper,  except  printing;  provisions,  not  heretofore 
specified;  paints;  oils;  varnish;  soap,  common;  stationery;  spices; 
salt,  refinea ;  tea;  tin  plates,  and  generally  all  articles  not  specified  in 
the  preceding  or  succeeding  lists. 

Abtioles  subject  to  10  per  cent.,  and  5  per  cent,  additional.    Total 
15  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty. 

Canvas;  galvanized  iron  for  roofing;  gold  jewellery ;  lumber,  white 
pine;  ploughs;  steam  engines,  except  marine;  salt,  unrefined;  silver 
iRmre;  silk  for  embroidery. 

Fbei  of  Duty. 

Coals;  engines  for  steamships;  emigrants'  furniture  and  tools; 
machinery  of  ^1  kinds  necessarv  for  the  establishment  of  any  enter- 
prise new  to  the  country,  whether  agricultural,  mineral,  or  scientific, 
permit  from  the  Government  necessary ;  printing  presses ;  paper  for 
printing  purposes;  powder  for  blasting;  quicksilver;  railway  mate- 
rials; reaping  machines;  thrashing  machines;  wire  for  fencing  or 
telegraphs. 
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SnipprNG. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  British  shipping  entered  at  the  port 
of  Bosario  with  cargoes  direct  from  Great  Britain  during  the  year  1875. 
In  addition,  there  entere(l  with  cargoes  from  G-reat  Britain  10  vessels 
of  other  nationalities : — 


Dtbect  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  Great  Britain  with  Cargoes. 

Year. 

Number  of 
Yeasels. 

Tonnage. 

1876 

67 

2D,598 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  British  and  foreign  vessels, 
their  aggregate  tonnage,  and  the  countries  from  which  they  brought 
their  cargoes  during  the  year  1875 : — 


Nation. 


Bndl 

Canada  

Fnmoe   ..        •• 

Great  Britain 

Qermanj  

Italy 

Paraguay 

Spain 

United  States 

Uroguay 

Other  porta  of  this  Bepublic  . 

Total 


-Aggregate 
Tonnage. 


8,988 
1,181 
4,589 

86,218 
8,650 
1,857 

14,944 
1,722 
8,724 
9,094 

55,447 


184,814 


In  Ballast. 


Nation. 

Number  of 
Veaaels. 

Aggregate 
Tonnage. 

Uruguay           

Other  porta  of  thia  Republic  .. 

8 

409 

610 
87,794 

Grand  total 

1,888 

178,218 

The  following  statement  shows  the  nationality  and  aggregate  ton* 
nage  of  the  vessels  entered  at  Bosario  during  1876  .— 
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Kation. 


Aigentine 

Amtrian 

BradlUn 

British 

Freneh  .. 

Cterman.. 

Italian    .. 

NetherlandB 

Korwegian 

Poiiagnese 

Swedish . . 

Spanish  •• 

l^ited  States 

(Trngnayan 

Total 


Aggregate 
Tonnage. 


94,096 

816 

6,588 

82,616 
8,677 
8,858 
6,868 
890 
1,744 
1,075 
1,968 
3,627 

10,948 
5,472 


178,228 


Destination  of  yessels  which  cleared  from  Eosario  with  cargoes 
daring  the  year  1875 : — 


Nation. 


Belgium 

Brazil 

Great  Britain    .. 

Italy 

Paraguay 

Spain 

Uuited  States    .. 

XJrugnay 

Other  ports  in  this  Bepublic 

Total      .. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


7 
82 
85 

1 
90 

9 

15 

15 

845 


1,049 


Aggregate 
Tonnage. 


1,909 
7,895 

18,588 
484 

14,849 
1,705 
8,011 
3,911 

14,487 


71,284 


Destination  of  vessels  cleared  from  the  port  of  Rosario  in  ballast  in 
1875:— 


Countries. 


Africa  

Brazil  

Chile 

Cuba 

Java 

Madagascar 

Mauritius 

•  Peru 

United  SUtes 

Uruguay      ••         ••         •• 

Wesi  Indies 

Other  ports  of  this  Bepublic 

ToUl 


Aggregate 
Tonnage. 


774 

1,22« 

8,943 

275 

558 

848 

630 

4,289 

296 

6,090 

4,693 

47,944 


71,061 
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Eailwats. 

Bio  Quarto  to  Villa  Msrcedee. — This  line  was  opened  to  public 
traffic  in  October  last  It  is  76  miles  in  length,  and  is  a  continuation 
of  the  branch  line  from  Villa  Maria  (a  station  on  the  Central  Argentine 
Bail  way)  to  Eio  Quarto. 

It  is  intended  that  the  line  should  be  further  extended  to  Mendoza, 
and  until  this  is  accomplished,  it  will  not  be  of  any  very  great  commer- 
cial utility. 

Cordova  to  Tuouman. — This  line  is  being  constructed  at  the  cost  of 
the  national  GoTemment,  and,  though  of  a  narrower  gauge  than  the 
Central  Argentine,  may  be  looked  upon  as  part  of  a  system  of  railways 
to  connect  the  interior  provincoa  with  the  port  of  Kosario.  It  is  now 
open  to  public  traffic  as  far  as  San  Pedro,  a  station  258  miles  distant 
from  Cordova,  and  it  is  being  pushed  forward  with  great  energy  by  the 
contractor.  The  entire  length  of  the  line  to  Tucuman  wifl  be  340 
miles,  and  it  will  be  completed  in  about  six  months.  This  line  «nust 
become  an  important  one,  as  it  will  place  the  province  of  Tucuman,  one 
of  the  most  fertile  of  the  interior  provinces,  in  direct  railway  communi- 
cation with  the  port  of  Bosario. 

Central  Argentine  Bailnoay. — ^Eosario  to  Cordova,  246  miles.  I 
append  a  tabular  statement  of  the  traffic  of  this  line  (first  opened  to 
the  public  in  May,  1870)  from  the  year  1871  to  1875  inclusive,  and  it 
is  interesting  as  showing  the  progressive  increase  in  the  goods  as  well 
.  iis  the  passenger  traffic.  Its  receipts  in  1871  were  149,891/.,  and  in 
1875  252,294/.,  being  an  increase  oi  70  per  cent,  in  five  years. 
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BRAZIL. 

BAHIA. 

Beport  hy  0<maul  Morgan  on  the  Trade  and  Conmeree  qfBakia 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

AOBICTTLTUBE. 

Inf  this  important  national  industrj  there  was  no  change  for  the 
better  during  the  year  1875,  but  rather  the  reverse.  With  the 
recognized  fact  that  inexhaustible  resources  are  at  hand  for  the  weU- 
beiug  of  the  country,  it  is  disheartening  to  see  how  little  this  provinoe 
of  itoelf  strives  to  advance  on  the  ^at  road  of  civilisation,  to  enable 
it  to  obtain  the  required  means  for  its  normal  and  permanent  stability. 

The  province  of  Bahia,  as  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  has  been 
hitherto  essentially  an  agricultural  one,  which  ought  to  have  stimulated 
its  inhabitants  to  a  more  intelligent  and  beneficial  effort  towards  the 
development  of  its  varied  wealth.  Unfortunately,  however,  it  has 
struggled  with  difficulties  which  greatly  influenced  to  its  detriment  the 
productions  of  its  soil.  The  constant  irregularity  of  the  seasons,  in 
harmony  it  would  appear  with  the  epidemic  of  the  suj^r-cane — the 
disinclination  of  the  great  majority  of  the  planters  to  improve  their 
system  of  labour,  or  rather  to  change  the  hitherto  principal  staple 
article  of  production,  sugar,  for  some  other  less  liable  to  climateric 
variations,  besides  other  causes,  have  greatly  contributed  to  an  immense 
diminution  in  the  value  of  its  sugar  crops. 

A  project  in  "  Aid  of  Agriculture  '*  was  passed,  during  the  last 
session  of  the  General  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Empire,  primarily 
with  the  view  to  assist  the  planters  in  the  northern  provinces,  consist- 
ing in  authorizing  the  general  Grovernment  to  guarantee  interest  at 
the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  on  hypothecary  bonds,  to  be  issued  by  a  bank 
or  banks  (on  the  mortgage  of  rural  properties),  and  which  bonds 
should  be  circulated  in  foreign  markets  to  the  extent  of  ten  times  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  say  400,000  centos  of  reis  (about  46,000,000/.^  ; 
and  likewise  to  guarantee  interest  on  the  capital  of  companies  to  be 
organized  as  ^*  Engenhos  Centraes"  (central  sugar  mill  companies),  for 
the  better  manipulation  of  sugar,  and  to  promote  the  division  of  labour 
on  such  properties. 

While  upon  the  question  of  the  issue  of  hypothecary  bonds  in  aid 
of  the  saccharine  industry  of  Brazil,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  in  this 
province  it  is  calculated  that  no  less  than  200,000  centos  are  sunk  on 
its  sugar  estates,  and  certainly  an  equal  amount  emplojed  in  Pemam- 
buco.  Calculating  in  another  120,000  contos  (about  15,000,000/.)  the 
value  employed  in  the  other  sugar-producing  provinces  of  Brazil,  there 
is  sunk  in  sugar  estates  in  the  empire  the  considerable  sum  of 
40,000,000/.  sterling. 

The  value  of  sugar  exported  during  the  financial  year  1873-74  by 
the  finance  minister's  report,  was  17,768,557  milreis,  of  rum  472,174 
mihreis,  total  18,280,731  milreis. 

During  my  long  residence  in  Brazil,  1  have  observed  that  the 
agricultural  wealth  distributed  amongst  its  provinces,  with  rare  ex- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BAHIA.  749 

oeptions,  is  derived  from  a  very  narrow  circle  extending  inland  from  the 
sea  coast  some  thirty  or  forty  leagnes,  and  that  the  wealth  of  its  vast 
interior  in  minerals  and  important  vegetable  products  is  mostly 
intact,  notably  in  the  province  of  Bahia,  which  has  been  deprived  of 
commerce  from  the  want  of  roads  and  bridges  with  which  to  facilitate 
their  exploration  and  export.  What  has  liitherto' been  done  in  the 
shape  of  railroads  is  as  nothing  compared  to  the  vastness  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  large  populations  located  in  the  interior,  where  the 
fertility  of  the  soil  fiiniishes  food  for  ten  times  its  present  population, 
but  where  crops  rot  on  the  ground  for  the  want  of  means  of  transport. 

COKMBBCE. 

The  commerce  of  this  port  has  likewise  not  improved,  although  the 
value  of  imports  despatched  for  consumption  was  somewhat  larger 
than  the  previous  year,  but  upon  the  whole  the  result  of  last  vear*s 
operations  was  not  considered  satis&ctory.  The  want  of  th6  circulating 
medium  consequent  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  funds  paid  into  the  fiscal 
departments  for  transmission  to  the  treasury  at  Jlio  de  Janeiro  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  caused  serious  embarrassments  to  trade,  which 
considerably  enhanced  the  rate  of  discount,  while  the  diminished  crop 
of  the  principal  staple,  sugar,  not  a  little  tended  to  curtail  trans- 
actions. 

The  new  year  commences  under  worse  auspices,  with  the  ascertained 
&ct  of  the  failure  of  the  sugar  crop  of  1876,  which  will  have  a  marked 
effect  on  its  imports  and  on  commercial  transactions  in  general. 

By  Imperial  Decree,  No.  6053,  the  following  ahierations  were 
ordered  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  January,  1876,  in  the  several 
custom-houses  of  the  empire. 

1.  The  anchorage  dues  on  foreign  merchant  ships  arriving  in  the 
ports  of  the  empire  are  abolished,  and  are  replaced  by  the  following 
tax  on  foreign  vessels,  to  be  called  lighthouse  dues,  viz : — 

Beifl. 

On  veflselfl  of  200  tons 20$000 

„  200  to  400  tons 80  000 

„  400  to  700  tons 40  000 

On  those  of  more  than  700  tons  . .         . .     50  000 

2.  Steam  packets  belonging  to  the  regular  lines  coming  from 
Europe  or  America,  of  the  north,  the  Pacific  or  River  Plate,  will  pay 
the  lighthouse  dues  in  the  two  first  Brazilian  ports  they  may  touch  at, 
for  which  payment  they  are  to  demand  a  certificate  to  avoid  further 
payment  in  the  other  ports. 

Vessels  which  shall  have  paid  the  lighthouse  dues  six  times  during 
the  first  financial  six  months  shall  not  be  obliged  to  pay  any  further 
dues  during  the  second  financial  six  months. 

3.  For  the  payment  of  such  dues  the  registered  tonnage  of  the 
vessel  will  be  accepted,  and  should  such  vessels  not  be  registered  by  the 
ton,  but  by  some  other  system,  then  the  capacity  of  the  vessel  will  be 
calculated  iu  tons  at  the  rate  of  2*83  cubic  metres. 

4.  The  customs  warehouse  tax  (on  the  goods  imported  mentioned 
in  the  annexed  table)  will  be  double  the  one  established  by  previous 
law. 

5.  The  import  duty  of  40  per  cent,  additional  established  by  the 
anterior  dii^position  of  the  Decree  No.  5580,  of  3l8t  March,  1874,  is 
raised  to  45  per  cent. 

[542]  3  E 
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Table  of  Gk>od8  subject  to  Double  Warehouse  Tax. 

Alabaster ;  alcohol,  spirits  of  all  qualities,  cognac,  whisky,  brandj^ 
gin,  put  up  in  wooden  vessels ;  alpist,  bird  seed ;  angola  maize ;  anchors 
and  grapnels;  armament;  alimentary  preserves;  animal  hair ;  alimen- 
taij  provisions. 

Bsdls,  torpedoes,  and  other  explosive  substances  of  war ;  barilla  or 
sub^carbonate  of  potash ;  bitumen ;  bran ;  bellows  for  blacksmiths,  &o. ; 
bottles,  ordinary,  packed  in  baskets  or  crates;  brass,  in  whatever 
manner  prepared ;  butter ;  blacking,  shoemakers*. 

Cylinders ;  capsules  or  other  objects  belonging  to  machinery ;  coal 
tar,  or  of  wood ;  cotton,  in  bales,  Ac ;  chain  cables  and  kedges ; 
canvass;  codfish  and  other  dried  fish;  cord,  or  ropes  of  all  kinds; 
carriages  and  other  vehicles  for  the  conveyance  of  persons  or  mer- 
chandise; coal  and  turf;  cider  and  other  fermented  liquors ;  cement; 
copper,  rough,  or  sheet,  or  manu£9>ctured ;  chalk;  chemical  products; 
cane,  Indian  ;*  crockery  of  all  kinds ;  commercial  potash ;  common  soap ; 
corks,  rough  or  prepared ;  common  salt. 

Dutch  tiles,  vases,  figures,  and  other  objects  moulded;  drugs,  of 
wine  or  oil. 

Flour  of  all  kinds;  fresh  fruit,  dried  or  prepared;  felt;  fiit,  of 
whatsoever  quality. 

Glue  of  all  kinds ;  glass,  plumbers' ;  guano. 

Hay,  straw,  and  other  kinds  of  forage ;  horns,  bones,  and  hoo& ; 
hides  and  skins,  rough  or  prepared ;  hemp,  in  bales  or  rough. 
Iron  in  bars,  plate,  and  in  whatever  shape  prepared. 
Lead  in  bars,  leaf,  or  shot ;  lard ;  liqueurs  and  sweetmeats. 
Marble,  rough  or  polished ;  maize,  rice,  and  other  cereab ;  motdding 
sand ;  meats  and  other  animal  productions,  dried,  in  brine,  or  smoked ; 
medical  drugs,  and  in  general  all  chemical  products ;  mats  of  all  kinds ; 
milk,  preparod  or  condensed ;  machinery  and  instruments  for  agricul- 
ture, tor  factories,  ships,  or  railroads;   oHve  fruit;  onions  and  garlick; 
oil  of  all  species ;  ochres  of  all  kinds ;  oars  and  hooks. 

Potatoes ;  paper  of  all  qualities ;  paving  stones,  or  for  masonry  of 
granite,  or  other  kinds,  rough  or  worked;  pipes  or  tuns,  barrels,  casks, 
or  other  articles  made  of  staves;  painis,  in  powder  or  prepared,  for 
writing,  printing,  and  lithography. 

Bope  of  all  qualities ;  resin,  of  pine,  pitch,  or  tar  prepared ;  rags. 
Steel,  in  rods,  bars,  or  rough,  or  manufactured ;  staves ;  sugar, 
white  or  manufactured,  crystallized  or  refined;  straw,  matweed,  coir, 
mallow,    piassava,   and   other    filamentary  matters,  either  rough  ixc 
worked;  slates. 

Torches  ;  tin,  in  bars,  rod,  or  rough ;  timber  of  all  kinds,  rough  or 
worked ;  tobacco,  in  leaf,  cigars,  or  in  any  other  manner  prepared. 

Vinegar ;  varnish  in  whatever  manner  manufactured ;  vegetables  of 
all  kinds. 

Wax,  rough  or  im  platters;  wicker-works;  waxcloth,  tarred  for 
covering  or  awnings  of  ships  or  machinery,  made  up  in  bales ;  wine  and 
all  alcoholics. 

Zinc,  rough,  in  bars,  or  manufactured. 

The  ofBcial  value  of  goods  imported  and  despatched  for  cousump- 
tion  during  the  financial  year  of  1874t-76,  was  as  follows ; — 
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The  official  value  of  exports  of  the  products  of  the  proyince  to 
foreign  countries  during  the  year  1875,  was  as  follows : — 

ReiB. 

To  Great  Britain 7,540,4401196 

Gennany 4,879,893  813 

France 1,160,263  546 

Portu^ 502,855  949 

Ck)a8tofAMca 802,457  442 

United  SUtes 794,657  998 

lUly         201,870  281 

Belgium 125,675  815     - 

Argentine  Confederation           . .         .  •  71,285  704 

Umgnay 60,389  804 

Spain       47,010  218 

Sweden  and  Norway 56,458  412 

Chile        421  800 

Total  15,748,129  978 

£        8.  d. 

At  the  aTcrage  exchange  of  29.  Sc?.      ..         ..     1,771,102    2  5 

Against  exports  in  1874  1,884,849    2  0 

Exports  in  1875  for  Great  Britain       . .        . .       844,282  17  1 
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The  reyenue  of  the  cuatom-bouse  of  Bahia  was  in  1875| 
8438,054$021  reis,  or  914,968/.  168.,  as  against  in  1874, 744,7181.  Ss.  6d. 

EXOHAITGB   ON  LoKDOir. 

Bank  rate  opened  in  the  month  of  January  at  2$,  2^.  to  28,  2id. 
per  milreis,  and  mamtained  with  little  variation  those  figures  until  tne 
month  of  August,  when  the  great  scarcity  of  money  was  felt ;  il  then 
rose  to  28.  Sd.  to  2t.  3|J.,  continuing  during  the  remainder  of  the  year 
at  more  or  less  the  same  figures,  but  closing  in  December  at  28.  Sd. 
par.    Private  paper  ruled  somewhat  over  bank  rates  from  ^.to^d. 

Upon  Paris  and  Hamburgh  little  was  done,  and  the  amount  of  bills 
drawn  on  London  during  the  year  averaged  about  2,800,000/. 


Freights  ruled  during  the  past  year  as  follows: — 

Small  Graft  for  Channel. 

Steamers  direct  to 
England. 

£   8.    d,     £   8.    d. 

£   «.    d. 

January      < 

2  10    0  to  2  16    Oandfipercent. 
Large  2    0    0      2    5    0 

2  10    0  and  10  per  cent. 

Febmary    • 

2    5    0      2  10    0           „ 
Large  2    2    6.. 

2  10    0 

March 

2    0    0      2    6    0 

2    0    0 

r.    :: 

2    0    0      2    6    0 

2    0    0 

2  0  0..       : 

2    0    0 

June 

1  16    0 

July 

1  16    0 

,, 

August 

10    0      16    0 

•  • 

September.. 

1    7    6      1  10    0 

1  15    0 

October      .. 

1  10    0 

2    0    0 

November . . 

1  10    0 

2    6    0 

December  .. 

1  10    0          .. 

2    6    0 

British  NAViGATioif. 

The  number  of  British  vessels  that  entered  and  departed  from 
Bahia  in  1875  is  as  follows : — 

DiBEOT  Trade  from  Great  Britain  and  Colonies. 
Saiuno  Smps. 


Entered. 

Departed. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

With  cargoes     .. 
Inballast 

107 

45,115 

1,405 

•  • 

64 
IS 

21,400 
6,916 

}  986 
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IiTDiBECT  and  Carrying 
SAHJHa  Shifs. 

rrade. 

Entered. 

Departed. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

CrewB. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

CrewB. 

With  cargoes      . . 
Inballast 

87 
Z6 

9,6771 
11,497/ 

822 

26 
80 

8,1191 
84,696/ 

1,268 

Stkim  SmFB. 

Kumber. 

Tonnage. 

CrewB. 

Entered 
Departed     .. 

•  • 

•  • 

.. 

148 
148 

264,209 
£64,209 

9,821 
9,823 

All  these  steamers  (with  the  exception  of  the  Pacific  Boyal  Mail) 
bring  cargo  and  cany  away  produce. 

The  Cuirsus. 

The  censas  of  the  population  of  this  province  (commenced  in 
August  of  1873)  is  not  yet  completed,  as  several  parishes  in  the 
interior  have  not  sent  in  the  result  of  their  labours.  From  the  verifi- 
cation so  far  made  by  the  Directory- General  of  Statistics,  it  is  shown 
that  up  to  the  6th  November  last  the  population  of  Bahia  was 
1,369,292  of  all  classes  and  ages,  including  288,850  slaves  matriculated 
in  accordance  with  the  law. 

I  am,  however,  inclined  to  believe  that  the  above  number  is  below 
the  reality,  inasmuch  as  great  repugnance  has  been  shown  even  by 
persons  in  this  city  to  give  in  their  lists,  and  this  repugnance  is  greater 
in  the  interior  where  civilization  is  yet  very  primitive,  and  where 
people  conjure  all  kinds  of  evil  to  themselves  by  giving  the  number 
and  ages  of  their  families.  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  it  is  a  fact 
that  in  1834,  when  the  general  census  of  the  population  of  the  empire 
was  ordered  to  be  taken,  very  serious  distarbances  took  place  in  various 
parts  of  the  northern  provinces,  when,  to  appease  those  populations,  that 
census  was,  by  order  of  Government,  suspended.  It  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  exact  number  of  the  population  of  this  empire  will 
not  be  ascertained  until  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  become  more 
educated  and  civilized. 

Bahia,  January  24, 1876. 
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Report  h/  Cfonsul  Morgan  on  the  Trade  and  Odmmerce  of  the  Province  of 
Sergvpefor  the  year  1S75. 

Araca  Jt5,  the  capital  of  the  provinc©  of  Sergipe  del  Eejr,  is  situated 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  Cotinguiba,  about  four  to  fiv«  miles  &om  iha 
bar,  containing  a  population  of  about  5,000  souls. 

The  anchorage  is  very  good,  and  Aips  moor  close  to  the  shore, 
where  good  water  can  be  had  as  well  as  msh  beef  and  vegetables  every 
day. 

A  tug  boat  is  stationed  at  the  bar  where  pilots  can  be  had  by  hoiat« 
ing  the  customary  signal.  The  charge  for  towage  is  1$000  reis  per 
Brazilian  ton,  and  10  per  cent,  en  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  tow  ropes ; 
the  usual  charge  for  the  licensed  pilots  to  go  outside  is  250  reis  per 
ton. 

Lighterage  or  wharfage  costs  18000  reis  per  bag  suffar,  and  320  reis 
per  bale  of  cotton ;  other  expenses  besides  the  usual  Government  fees 
are  small. 

Vessels  should  not  draw  over  12  feet  when  loaded.  Weekly  com- 
munications by  steam  is  kept  up  with  Bahia,  and  fortnightly  with 
Pernambuco. 

Maroim  is  the  chief  seat  of  trade  and  where  the  principal  merchanta 
and  consuls  reside,  and  is  about  15  Biiles  from  Aracajti,  on  the  some 
river,  with  which  capital  daily  communication  is  maintained  by  steam 
and  by  sailing  boats.  The  other  towns  of  importance  in  the  province 
are  £0taD9ia,  Larangeiras,  Propria^  and  Gapella. 

Total  Amount  of  Produce  received  at  Aracaju,  from  the  1st  July,  1874!, 
to  dOth  June,  1875. 


Articles. 

Cases     .. 

Quantity. 

r 

7,684 

White  sugar      .•        *.        < 

Bms    .. 
Bamls  .. 

5 

614 

Bags      .. 

81,846 

' 

Cases 

7428 

Brown  Bogar      ..        ..        •< 

Box       .. 
Barrels  .. 

1 

185 

Bags      .. 

118,991 

Cotton 

Bales     .. 

20,486 

Dry  hides          

Number.. 

567 

Salt  hides          

♦>       •• 

4,870 

Calculating  the  cases  at  750  kilos,  each,  and  the  bags  at  75  kilos, 
each,  it  gives  a  grand  total  of  25,000  tons  of  sugar  received  from  the 
sugar  mills,  and  an  average  value  of  20^.  per  ton,  amounts  to  the  large 
sum  of  5OO,0O0Z.  sterling.  Calculating  the  bales  of  cotton  at  150  lbs. 
weight  each  bale,  it  gives  a  total  of  3,064,400  lbs.,  which  at  an  average  of 
6J.  per  lb.,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  76,610Z.  sterling.  Hides  are  of  littlo 
value  and  generally  are  shipped  to  Bahia  to  be  cured.  In  making  up 
the  above  valuations,  export  duties  and  freight  are  duly  taken  into 
consideration. 
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ExpoBT  of  Produce  to  Foreign  Countries  in 

1875  :- 

NationaUtjofyeaBeU. 

Number. 

Oennan 

Portngnefle •• 

Dftnigh        .. 

Swedish  and  Korwegian 

Ameriean 

British        

BrazUian 

Greek          

French        

Dutch         

6 
10 
16 
81 

21 

Total         

94 

Products. 

Quantity. 

Weight 

Kilos. 

White  sugar 
Brown  sugar 

1 

Cases    .. 
Bags     ,. 
Cases    .. 
Bags     .. 

6,122 
41,222 

6,086 
99,794 

120,829,088 

Cotton      .. 

•  • 

Bales    .. 

17,720 

1,282,789 

Diy  hides  .. 

, , 

Number 

700 

.• 

, . 

Pipes    .. 

250 

« • 

Salt 

•• 

Alqs.     .. 

600 

•  • 

Of  94  foreign  vessels  above  68  were  destined  to  British  ports,  and  to 
tiie  Channel  for  orders. 

The  province  of  Sergipe  has  no  direct  import  trade,  and  is  supplied 
firom  Bauia  and  Pemamhuco. 


Bahia,  Febroary  16, 1876. 
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EIO  DE  JANEIRO. 

Beport  hjf  Acting  Consul  Austin  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
Bio  de  Janeiro  for  the  Year  1876. 

EXPOBTS. 

According  to  the  official  return  of  exports  of  the  empire,  contained 
in  this  report,  a  considerable  diminution  m  the  production  of  sugar  and 
cotton,  the  principal  exports  of  the  northern  provinces,  has  taken  place 
of  late  years. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  retrogressive  movement  is  attri- 
butable to  the  great  check  sustained  by  this  branch  of  agriculture  in 
consequence  of  the  increasing  scarcity  of  slave  labour  in  those  provinces, 
to  the  oppressive  scale  of  taxation  on  these  productions  as  well  as  to 
the  obstacles  in  the  tenure  of  land,  all  which  hindrances  have  been  duly 
noted  ill  previous  reports. 

There  are  other  circumstances,  however,  intimately  connected  with 
the  development  of  this  branch  of  industry,  which  cannot  be  too 
earnestly  entertained  by  well-meaning  Brazilians  who  have  a  real 
soUcitude  for  the  prosperity  of  their  country. 

I  refer  to  the  want  of  a  comprehensive  and  reliable  system  of  inter* 
commimication  over  the  vast  empire. 

No  country  in  the  world  depends  more  for  its  prosperity  on  this 
indispensable  medium  than  Brazil,  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  no  country 
possesses  it  to  a  lesser  ^tent. 

Even  Paraguay,  in  proportion  to  her  geographical  area,  has  a  larger 
railway  mileage  than  Brazil,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  return. 

The  TJnited  States  has   ..  1  mile  to  evcrj  56  square  miles. 

Canada 1  „  148  „ 

Chili            1  „  298  „ 

Costa  Rica 1  „  817  „ 

Honduras  ..         ..•..!  „  688  ^„ 

Argentine  Confederation . .  1  „  955  ^„ 

Uruguay 1  „  1,290  „ 

Peru          1  „  J.SiO  „ 

Paraguay 1  „  2,884  „ 

Mexico 1  „  3,485  „ 

Brazil         1  „  7,573  „ 

A  further  explanation  of  the  declining  power  of  production  in  these 
staples  lies  in  the  want  of  application  of  the  improvements  introduced 
by  science.  The  system  of  cane  planting  and  sugar  manufacturing  is 
limited  to  the  primitive  routine  and  machinery  of  a  bygone  age,  while 
other  countries  have  long  since  passed  to  the  adoption  of  modem 
scientific  systems,  and  the  most  improved  implements  and  machinery. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  has  not  Brazil  in  these  matters  kept  pace  with 
her  rival  neighbours?  For  various  reasons;  whatever  may  be  the 
inherent  Qualities  of  the  Brazilian  race,  invention  and  adaptation  are 
not  its  conspicuous  characteristics.  The  Brazilian  mind,  at  least  that 
of  the  agricultural  class,  is  too  much  devoted  to  the  ordinary  business 
of  life  to  grasp  at  that  which  is  alike  recondite  and  profound. 

Few  have  travelled  where  they  would  have  the  opportunity  of 
becoming  practically  acquainted  with  the  advantages  of  modern  science* 
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and  it  is  quesfionable  whether  from  reading  or  even  seeing  them  at 
work,  they  would  consider  a  merely  theoretical  knowledge  enough  to 
justify  their  adoption,  while  on  the  other  hand  want  of  means  or  the 
risks  attending  experiment  would  probably  deter  them  from  striking 
into  new  tracks. 

The  only  encouragement  afforded  b^  the  Goyemment  has  been  on 
a  negative  principle,  namely,  the  remission  of  duties  of  importation  on 
agricultural  machinery. 

The  promotion  of  railways  on  an  economical  system,  the  establish- 
ment of  central  professional  schools  on  a  liberal  scale,  together  with  the 
foundation  of  rural  banks  to  supply  the  capital  required  to  proyide  the 
most  approved  system  of  husbandry,  would  do  wonders  for  the  pro- 
tection and  advancement  of  this  commerce. 

On  the  coast  of  Brazil  cotton  has  never  flourished,  and  its  cultiva- 
tion confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  interior,  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  dependent  on  slave  labour.  Its  tendency  to  decline  is  therefore 
attributable  chiefly  to  the  defective  system  of  culture  and  preparation 
for  market,  adding  to  the  overwhelming  difficulties  and  cost  of  transit 
from  remote  districts  where  the  climate  is  most  suitable  to  its 
cultivation. 

This  view  is  corroborated  by  the  statements  of  Brazilian  consular 
^ents  at  foreim  ports,  who,  in  reply  to  a  circular  issued  by  His 
&cellency  the  Viscount  Bio  Branco,  report  that  the  principal  reason 
why  Brazilian  produce  does  not  fetch  the  prices  that  that  of  other 
countries  does  in  foreign  markets,  is  simply  the  imperfection  of  the 
staple,  and  frequently  also,  its  bad  and  careless  preparation  which  is 
mistaken  for  fsdsiflcation. 

The  same  explanations  apply  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  to  a  still 
greater  degree.  The  advanced  position  of  other  countries  in  this  branch 
through  the  improvements  introduced  by  science  in  every  detail  of  the 
industry,  leaves  no  chance  of  successful  competition  to  Brazil  in  foreign 
markets,  and  she  must  either  seek  out  and  adopt  the  same  means  of 
developing  her  inexhaustible  resources,  or  ultimately  retire  altogether 
from  tne  field. 

Though  a  relaxation  of  her  fiscal  system  would  doubtless  for  the 
moment  mitigate  the  difficulties  of  those  engaged  in  this  culture,  yet, 
without  recourse  to  the  more  telling  expedients  recommended  she  will 
never  attain,  amongst  the  sugar  producing  centres  of  the  world,  the 
place  which  she  otherwise  might. 

Palliative  measures  of  that  order  are  doubtless  advisable  and  would 
contribute  greatly  to  its*  recovery,  but  it  is  a  capital  error  to  suppose 
that  they  are  sufficient  alone  to  ultimately  counterbalance  the  raoical 
defects  of  the  antique,  rude,  and  primitive  system. 

Science  and  capital  must  be  employed  also  under  skilful  administra- 
tion, and  the  lost  time  retrieved  at  any  sacrifice  to  the  nation. 

The  views  I  express  are  the  result  of  personal  experience  and 
observation  over  a  series  of  years  in  this  and  other  sugar  producing 
countries. 

They  may  be  less  flattering  than  true,  but  to  expose  defects  in  so 
important  a  cause,  with  a  view  to  their  becoming  rectified,  is  to  render  a 
greater  service  than  to  conceal  and  gloss  them  over.  They  are  not  made 
m  an  unfriendly  spirit,  and  I  encourage  those  to  help  me  from  whom 
I  may  differ  and  look  to  the  future  for  the  justification  of  the  truth. 

The  prolongation  of  the  Bahia  and  Pernambuco  Eailways  and  the 
concession  of  an  imperial  guarantee  (rran9a)  to  others  in  each  of  the 
provinces,  are  all  salutary  measures,  and  will  render  great  service  to 
agriculture  in  this  country  directly  by  bridging  over  the  enormous 
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distances  over  which  produce  must  travel ;  and  indirectly  by  introdocing 
a  large  amount  of  foreign  capital. 

But  professional  instruction  in  every  branch  and  detail  of  the  art  of 
husbandry  is  of  correlative  and  paramouut  importance. 

Had  the  large  amount  of  capital  that  has  been  fruitlessly  expended 
on  repeated  attempts  at  European  colonization  and  immigration  been 
devoted  to  the  professional  instruction  in  agricultural  knowledge  in  its 
various  branches,  how  different  would  have-oeen  the  result. 

It  is  a  question  well  worthy  of  study  by  Brazilian  statesmen,  whether 
in  this  vast  empire  itself,  without  recourse  to  foreign  markets,  there  is 
not  an  ample  supply  of  available  material  for  the  organization  of  a 
comprehensive  system  of  free  labour  for  the  development  of  the 
enormous  resources  of  their  country.  Whether  there  are  not  hosts  of 
unemployed  persons  in  all  the  provinces  of  Brazil  who  would  become 
thrifty  and  industrious  labourers  and  cultivators  of  the  soil,  if  on  the 
one  hand  the  obstacles  in  the  tenure  of  land  and  others  pointed  out 
were  removed  by  the  passing  of  proper  legislative  measures,  and  on  the 
other  by  the  rendering  of  those  facilities  which  have  been  provided  bj 
other  countries  with  such  beneficial  results. 

Under  the  present  state  of  things,  instead  of  powerful  incentives  to 
exertion  and  industry,  there  exist  everywhere  overwhelming  difficulties 
and  discouragement. 

The  introduction  of  railways  and  the  reduction  or  even  total 
abolition  of  export  duty  alone,*  without  reformation  of  the  old  defects 
and  imperfections  of  the  system,  will  not  suffice  to  achieve  the  revolution 
that  must  take  place  in  this  respect,  and  until  radical  measures  are 
resorted  to,  the  tendency  of  agriculture  will  be  to  decline,  until  it 
becomes  extinct,  the  revenue  dying  out  simultaneously,  and  railways 
and  other  enterprises,  in  the  absence  of  traffic  to  feed  them,  proving 
disastrous  speculations. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  a  project  presented  to  the  legislative 
chambers  by  Senhor  Antonio  ;Ju8tiniano  and  others  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Circulation  Bank  with  a  nominal  capital  of  20,000,000^ 
sterling,  capable  of  being  raised  practically  to  82,507,639/.  sterling, 
having  for  its  object  the  reorganization  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
generally  on  a  sounder  basis,  and  which  I  saw  for  the  first  time  to-day, 
contains  the  following  paragraph : — 

''It  is  indispensable,  most  august  and  worthy  sirs,  because  it  is 
useful  and  just,  to  extricate  these  city  proprietors,  the  original  owners 
of  real  propertjr,  from  the  precarious  position  in  which  the  want  of  an 
economic  financiitl  organization  has  continued  to  hold  them,  and  which 
is  the  sole  cause  of  all  the  commercial  perturbations  we  have  undergone 
and  are  undergoing,  and  which  will  continue  to  harrass  us  in  the  future, 
seeing  that  up  to  this  day  only  the  simplest  repairs  instead  of  complete 
pe-constmction  has  been  the  course  adopted." 

According  to  the  report  of  the  minister  of  finance,  the  attention  of 
the  chamber  of  deputies  is  at  present  directed  to  this  momentous 
question  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  emancipation 
of  agriculture  from  its  actual  deplorable  condition,  and  it  remains  to  be 
seen  what  remedy  will  be  prescribed. 

The  present  crop  of  coffee  being  unusually  plentiful,  the  ensuing  one 
will  naturally  fall  short  of  the  average,  as  it  is  an  acknowledged  maxim, 
illustrated  by  experience,  that  excessive  yields  do  not  follow  in  succession, 
the  bearing  power  of  the  plant  becoming  feeble  after  an  extraordinary 
return,  and  in  this  branch  also,  recourse  to  artificial  and  scientific  means 

*  Now  11  per  cent  on  the  principal  articles  of  export 
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to  coimteraci;  and  compensate  these  natural  consequences  and  fiulicgs 
k  sadly  neglected. 

In  the  same  report  the  minister  of  finance  states  his  opinion  that 
&ere  is  no  ground  for  apprehension  of  a  falling  off  in  the  proximate 
drops  of  this  staple^  coffee ;  on  what  data  his  ExceUencj  bases  this 
epinioii  is  not  grren^  it  is  clearly,  however,  an  admission  that  this 
branch  of  agricnlture,  so  appropriately  described  as  the  "  sheet  anchor 
of  Brazilian  commerce  and  finance,"  is,  at  least,  stationary;  and  as 
between  the  stages  of  retrogression  and  stagnation  there  is  but  one 
step,  the  situation  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  promising  one. 

According  to  the  statistics  contained  in  this  report,  obtained  from 
official  sources,  the  coffee  crop  of  1873  was  alarmingly  inferior  to  that 
of  1872,  and  although  the  <uminution  is  not  so  marked  in  1874,  am 
compared  with  the  prenous  twelve  months,  yet  the  production  of  last 
year  had  not  reassumed  its  former  dimensions. 

That  a  crisis  is  imminent  or  has  already  arrived  to  this  source  of 
commercial  wealth,  in  spite  of  the  support  it  hris  derived  from  slave 
labour  at  the  expense  oi  the  northern  provinces  for  so  long  a  period,  is 
a  &ct  patent  to  the  mind  of  any  intelligent  and  impartial  observer. 

To  estimate  the  progress  of  this  hranch  of  production  from  the 
fluctuations  in  crops  over  a  brief  and  limited  period,  is  not  a  fair  test  of 
whether  its  cultivation  is  conducted  on  a  progressive  scale ;  fluctuations 
originating,  after  all,  from  causes  beyond  human  control,  such  as  climatic 
and  atmospheric  phenomena  and  variations,  or  an  epidemic  such  as  the 
'^hermeleiu  vastatrix,"  or  coffee  leaf  disease,  just  noticed  in  Ceylon,  and 
which  in  Brazil  devastated  whole  plantations  during  the  years  of  1860 
to  1864. 

A  more  unequivocal  criterion  of  advancement  would  be  furnished  by 
^  increasing  extent  of  land  annually  brought  under  cultivation,  the 
yeariy  increasing  number  of  hands  employed,  and  planters  embarking, 
capital  in  the  undertaking,  and  the  annual  augmentation  of  young 
plants  coming  forward  to  substitute  and  make  good  the  deficiencies  of 
exhausted  and  diseased  plants  of  earlier  growth.  When  estimating  the 
probable  prospects  of  coffee  in  the  immediate  future,  these  adverse 
conjtingent  influences  do  not  seem  to  have  been  present  in  the  mind  of 
the  minister  of  finance. 

It  is  in  this  spirit  of  false  security  before  unmistakable  danger  so 
noticeable  in  the  people  of  this  country  with  regard  to  the  vital  interests 
of  the  state  that  has  brought  its  agriculture,  the  corner  stone  of  the 
national  greatness  and  prosperity,  to  the  low  ebb  at  which  it  at 
present  flows. 

Had  Brazil,  blessed  now  for  a  period  extending  over  half  a  century 
with  almost  uninterrupted  peace  abroad  and  at  home,  followed  boldly 
2md  resolutely  in  the  wake  of  other  races  and  developed  those  amazing 
leaources  of  which  they  are  ever  prone  to  boast,  and  for  the  performance 
of  which  they  cannot  allege  the  want  of  anything  but  determination, 
what  a  picture  would  be  ^QDrded  of  commercial  prosperity  by  the  vast 
empire  and  its  then  happy  inhabitants. 

It  is  time  surely  to  awake  to  the  errors  of  the  past,  to  retrieve  lost 
time  and  neglected  opportunities,  and  take  energetic  steps  to  secure 
the  future. 

It  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  there  are  districts  where  wheat 
and  barley  give  a  return  of  from  30  to  60  to  1,  lands  where,  from  the 
Muare  of  4000  bracas,  may  be  derived  any  of  the  following  results, 
firom  1,800  to  2,000  lbs.  of  cotton  or  826  to  918  kilos.;  1,500  lbs.  or 
«80  kilos,  coffee;  3,636  litres  manioc ;  1,818  litres  Indian  com. 

Their  topographical  disposition,  the  varied  climates,  and  abundant 
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supply  of  water,  render  the  lands  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  nearly 
all  the  products  of  the  globe.  Thus,  while  some  flourish  in  the  warmer 
regions  of  the  north,  others  thrive  equally  well  in  the  more  temperate 
or  cooler  provinces  of  the  south.  The  advantages  for  the  production  of 
coflTce  are  notorious. 

A  hectare  (2,066  square  bra^as)  will  contain  918  coffee  trees,  which 
in  inferior  soil  will  yield  674  kilos.,  in  second  rate  or  average  soil  1,384 
kilos.,  and  in  the  richer  2,022  kilos. 

An  active  labourer  can  take  care  of  2  hectares  or  4,182  square  bra9a8 
coffee ;  the  annual  return  from  which  is  estimated,  in  the  nrst  case,  at 
404  milreis  (about  45?.),  in  the  second,  at  830  milreis  (90/.),  and  in  the 
last,  1,213  milreis  (120/.),  basing  the  value  at  the  low  rate  of  300  reis  per 

On  an  average  coffee  estate,  the  production  of  each  labourer,  inde- 
kilo.  pendently  of  age  or  sex,  is  said  to  be  on  an  average  65/. 

The  whole  belt  of  soil  from  the  Amazon  to  Sao  Paulo  is  suitable  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane,  although  it  is  more  fully  developed  in 
the  northern  provinces  of  Pemambuco,  Alag6as,  Sergipe,  Bahin,  and 
Eio  de  Janeiro. 

About  17  varieties  of  this  plant  have  been  acclimatized  and  culti- 
vated in  Brazil,  and  considerable  quantities  of  plants  are  annually 
distributed  to  planters  by  the  Imperial  Institute  of  Agriculture  here. 

Its  cultivation  is  remunerative,  especially  the  species  called  Salangore, 
which  yields  11  to  14  per  cent,  of  juice.  In  new  lands  a  single  hectare 
yields  100,000  kilos,  during  fifteen  months.  An  active,  intelligent 
labourer  is  supposed  to  take  care  of  two  hectares,  which  would  produce 
1,000  kilos,  of  sugar,  worth  150/.  The  cost  of  production  in  fiio, 
where  wages  are  high,  is  about  14/.  per  hectare,  leaving  a  net  profit  on 
two  hedtarea  of  60/.  But  the  profit  is  greater  when  the  condition  of 
the  land  admits  of  the  use  of  the  plough  and  other  improvements.  In 
the  manufacture  of  sugar  great  advantage  has  attended  the  use  of 
steam  as  the  boiling  medium  of  liquids  at  a  low  temperature,  and  that 
of  turbines  for  the  forced  clearing  of  the  crystallized  material. 

The  cultivation  of  cotton  affords  profitable  employment  to  agricul- 
turists of  limited  means,  from  the  fact  of  the  requisite  machinery 
involving  less  outlay  of  capital.  A  hectare,  2,066  square  bm9a8, 
affords  space  for  4,545  trees,  which,  according  to  condition  of  soil,  will 
produce,  more  or  less,  2,066  kilos,  or  4,704  lbs.  A  single  person  can 
easily  take  care  of  three  hectares,  sown  "with  cereals  as  well  as  cotton, 
producing  annually  83/.  even  at  as  low  a  valuation  as  125  reis  per  kilo. 

The  vine  has  been  cultivated  successfully  of  late  in  the  provinces  of 
Sao  Paulo,  Bio  Grande  do  Sul,  and  also  in  certain  portions  of  Bio  de 
Janeiro  and  Minas  Geraes.  Last  year  about  800  pipes,  or  320,000 
litres  of  wine,  were  produced  of  an  average  value  of  17/.  each  pipe.  In 
many  places  1,000  vines  would  yield  10  pipes,  or  4,000  litres.  The 
American  vine  commands  a  preference. 

Of  the  mandioca  (manhiot  utilissima)  thirty  varieties  are  grown  in 
the  country,  it  flourishes  in  all  intertropical  and  temperate  regions, 
but  more  luxuriantly  in  loose,  dry,  and  especially  sandy  soils.  Of  all 
productions  it  is  the  one  that  gives  the  best  return  and  least  trouble, 
and  the  flour  (farinha)  made  from  its  root  furnishes  the  universal  staple, 
as  food,  to  the  inhabitants.  An  intelligent  planter  of  Campos  in  this 
province  states  that  the  square  of  220  metres  of  land  will  grow  40,000 
mandioca  plants,  which,  even  in  inferior  soil,  according  to  his  expe- 
rience, confirmed  by  that  of  others,  produce  regularly  80,000  lbs.,  or 
36,720  kilos.,  which  at  the  lowest  valuation,  60  reis  a  lb.,  affords  a 
revenue  of  520/.,  a  result  superior  to  that  derived  from  coffee,  sugar 
cane,  cotton,  and  nearly  all  the  other  articles  of  produce,  in  spite  of  its 
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demanding  less  care,  scarcelj  any  capital,  and  will  grow  in  almost  any 
soil,  while  the  preparation  of  tapioca  from  it  is  equally  easy  and  inez- 
pensiye,  and  also  profitable.  Mandioca  has  the  further  aavantage  of 
serving  as  food  for  animals. 

According  to  the  constitution  full  liberty  in  agricultural  industries 
and  others  is  accorded  to  all  in  Brazil. 

The  capital  as  well  as  the  provinces  possess  numerous  manufactories, 
some  few  subsidized  by  the  State,  some  protected  under  the  patent  law 
for  periods  ranging  from  ten  to  twenty  years,  the  maximum,  and  the 
rest  originating  out  of  private  enterprize.  The  principal  are  chemical 
products,  optical  and  nautical  instruments,  engineering  and  surgical 
instruments,  boots  and  shoes,  oil  cloths,  carpets,  Morocco  and  polished 
leather,  glass,  carriage  building,  varnish,  liqueur  distillation,  vinegar 
and  alixQetftary  articles,  paper  of  all  descriptions,  asphultum,  artificial 
marble,  cardboard,  snufl^,  tobacco,  cigars  and  cigarettes,  &c. 

There  are  eleven  foundries  for  the  construction  of  all  sorts  of 
machinery  and  iron  works,  exclusive  of  arsenals  and  public  establish- 
ments, employing  about  700  workmen,  and  producing  a  revenue  of 
214,000/.  Six  for  the  manufacture  of  brass,  copper,  and  bronze 
works,  producing  about  82,000/.,  and  employing  a  relative  number  of 
artizans. 

There  are  beer  and  mineral  and  soda  water  factories  affording 
employment  to  a  large  staflT  at  good  rates  of  wages,  producing  annually 
100,000,000  bottles,  or  66,700,000  litres  of  beer,  consumbg  6,000  to 
7,000  barrels  of  malt,  and  20,000  kilos,  of  hops. 

Twenty-three  hat  factories,  employing  500  workmen,  besides  steam 
power  in  some  cases,  producing  annually  34,000  silk,  406,000  felt,  and 
80,000  straw  hats,  total  value  160,000/.  In  the  fabric  of  the  imitation 
Chili  hats,  the  produce  of  a  factory  founded  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Imperial  Institute  of  Agriculture,  and  which  figured  at  tho  Vienna 
Exhibition,  the  material  used  is  the  fibre  of  the  ''  Bombonassa,"  a  plant 
recently  introduced  from  Peru. 

The  attention  of  this  institute  is  at  present  directed,  amongst  other 
things,  to  the  development  on  a  large  scale,  of  certain  textile  plants 
lately  discovered  in  the  forests  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  province  of 
Minas  Qieraes.  These  plants  afford  a  first  rate  fibre,  the  excellent 
quality  of  which  has  been  proved  in  London  and  Manchester  at  exami- 
nations made  by  order  of  Government.  It  is  alreadMscertained  that 
their  acclimatization  and  cultivation  are  easy  and^not  expensive. 
According  to  the  report  of  the  examiners  in  England  the  fibre  is  worth 
upwards  of  84/.  per  ton,  or  lid.  a  pound,  thus  exceeding  the  value  of 
flax. 

Candle,  soaj),  and  oil  factories  exist  in  all  the  provinces.  In  twenty- 
five  contained  in  Eio,  about  260  hands,  besides  steam  power  in  some 
cases,  are  employed.  They  produce  annually  on  an  average  850,000 
boxes  of  candles,  4.3,000  boxes  of  soap,  and  780  pipes,  or  312,000  litres 
of  oil,  valued  respectively  at  575,000/.,  170,000/.,  and  14,000/.  sterling. 

In  1871,  over  1,000  hands  were  employed  in  cotton  factories, 
4,510,000  metres  of  cloth  made,  estimated  at  250,000/.  value ;  but 
to-day  much  more  attention  is  devoted  to  this  industry,  which  has 
extended  to  some  of  the  provinces.  The  mo3t  flourishing  and  best 
managed  perhaps  is  the  Petropolitan  cotton  spinning  and  weaving 
factory,  situated  about  two  miles  from  Petropolis. 

Its  nominal  capital  is  100,000/.  Its  motive  power  is  water,  with  a 
fall  of  250  feet,  capable  of  developing  2,000  horse  power. 

It  is  provided  with  all  the  buildings  necessary  for  the  staffs,  and  is 
[642]  3  r 
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said  to  be  capable  of  employing  so  far  200  hands^  120  looms,  and  5,000 
spindles.    It  consumes  from  3,000  to  4,000  lbs.  of  cottoQ  per  diem,  and 

Produces  about  6,000  yards  of  white  and  coloured  heavy  goods  daily. 
)he  working  profit  of  this  establishment  is  represented  at  between  30 
to  40  per  cent,  with  its  present  limited  capital ;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  would  yield  even  a  greater  return  if  fully  developed,  as  there 
IS  no  limit  to  the  demand  for  all  that  it  can  produce. 

Here  is  a  vast  and  most  profitable,  though  hitherto  unexplored, 
field  for  foreign  capital  as  well  as  labour,  for  the  exploration  and 
successful  demonstration  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  intelligence 
and  enterprise  of  Mr.  B.  Caymari,  the  inaugurator  and  promoter  of  the 
Petropolitan  factory.  Mr.  Caymari  seems  to  have  been  the  first  who 
grasped  the  fact  of  the  obvious  and  certain  profit  derivable  from  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  on  the  spot,  and  then  lost  no  time  in  putting 
it  into  practice.  It  is  not  necessary  to  dive  into  figures  to  prove 
the  problem.  A  glance  at  the  principal  facts  suffices.  The  difference 
of  cost  in  production  on  the  spot  where  the  raw  material  is  at  hand 
over  that  of  importation  of  the  fabric,  in  the  shape  of  manufactures 
from  abroad,  is  proved  beyond  question  by  an  exposition  of  the  expenses 
attending  the  exportation,  in  the  first  place,  of  the  raw  material,  and  in 
the  next,  the  further  cost  of  manufacture,  &c.,  before  it  can  be  brought 
back^  to  its  original  market.  The  expenses  economized  are — ^freight ; 
brokerage  commission  attending  exportation,  besides  the  duty  in  itself 
from  9  to  12  per  cent.;  warehousing;  brokerage  on  sale ;  transport  on 
sale ;  cost  of  manufacture ;  agents'  commissions,  and  transport  back  to 
port  of  shipment ;  freight  on  the  merchandize ;  insurance  both  to  and 
from  the  foreign  market ;  importation  duty  on  arrival,  varying  from  50 
per  cent,  to  80  per  cent,  on  some  articles,  merchants'  profit,  shop- 
Keepers'  profit ;  interest  on  capital  employed,  and  other  minor  charges, 
all  of  which  are  saved  by  the  evolution  of  the  industry  on  the  spot. 

The  employment  of  adequate  capital  in  the  manufacture  of  this 
staple  would  soon  lead  to  the  production  of  sufficient  for  consumption 
in  the  empire,  and  eventually  Brazil  might  compete  successfully  in 
foreign  markets.  It  only  remains  for  those  who  are  in  power  and 
should  be  eager  not  to  lose  a  single  opportunity  to  advance  the  interests 
of  their  country  to  devise  the  most  direct  means  of  attracting  the 
attention  of  foreign  Capitalists,  and  afford  them  any  reasonable  induce- 
ments to  embad|  in  safety  in  so  profitable  an  undertaking.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  tms  could  be  done  without  the  remotest  contingency  of 
onus  to  the  public  exchequer/  at  the  same  time  developing,  on  a  safe 
principle,  one  branch  of  immigration,  consisting  of  the  staff  that, 
at  least  in  the  outset,  would  have  to  be  introduced  from  European 
centres.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  a 
stimulus  would  ultimately  be  given  to  the  cultivation  of  the  staple, 
inasmuch  as  its  production,  released  from  the  tax  levied  in  exportation, 
would  to  that  extent,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  a  great  extent,  be  more  profit- 
able to  the  planter. 

COMMEECE. 

As  the  standard  of  commercial  development  in  Brazil,  her  statesmen 
now  invariably  adopt  the  value  of  her  exports,  the  deductions  there- 
from, according  tb  Table  Ko.  I.,  over  a  period  of  twenty  years,  bearing 
out  their  theory.     But  these  deductions  are  inconclusive. 

"What  would  become  of  the  argument  supposing  that  the  falling  off 
in  the  quantities  continued  in  the  absence  of  a  relative  advance  to 
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compensate  it  in  the  value.  This  compensating  element,  therefore, 
cannot  be  attributed  to  the  progressive  superiority  of  her  productions, 
still  less  to  the  progressive  quantity. 

It  is  accurately  explained  by  the  increasing  consumption  of  them  in 
other  countries  where  the  recent  improved  position  of  the  consuming 
communities  has  established  a  greater  demand,  under  which  an  advance 
in  value  has  tfiken  place,  clearly  the  consequence  of  changes  in  those 
countries.* 

The  war  with  Paraguay  is  sometimes  pleaded  in  excuse  for  the 
commercial  stagnation  in  Brazil;  but  the  benefits  accruing  to  her 
commerce  through  the  civil  war  in  America  more  than  counterbalanced 
any  disadvantages  sustained  through  the  former. 

Commencing  with  the  opening  of  her  ports  to  all  friendly  powers  in 
1808, 1  will  proceed  to  enumerate  various  salutary  measures  that  from 
time  to  time  have  been  adopted  in  the  interests  of  commerce,  namely, — 

The  introduction  of  railways,  now  1,523  kilos,  in  extent. 

The  concession  of  subsidies  in  some  aud  privileges  in  other  cases  te 
fifteen  navigation  companies  within  the  empire. 

The  throwing  open  of  the  coasting  trade  to  the  flags  of  all  countries. 

The  passing  of  the  law  of  September,  1871,  declaring  the  offspring 
of  all  slaves  free  from  that  date. 

The  numerous  though  ill-advised  and  unsuccessful  endeavours  at 
colonization  and  immigration. 

The  establishment  of  imperial  institutes  of  agriculture  in  this  and 
the  province  of  Bahia,  and  a  limited  number  of  professional  schools  of 
agriculture. 

The  concession  of  181  privileges  for  industrial  purposes  and  others 
under  the  patent  law  of  1830. 

The  construction  and  maintenance  of  sixteen  public  roads  in  this 
and  numerous  others  in  the  various  provinces,  forming  the  chief  arteries 
of  communication  throughout  the  empire. 

The  improvement  of  certain  ports. 

The  exploration  and  navigation  of  the  rivers,  specially  the  Amazon, 
Tocantins,  and  Araquaya. 

The  construction  of  docks,  arsenals,  quays,  and  in  this  capital  a 
ver[  fine  custom-house.  And  last  but  not  least,  the  establishment  of 
telegraphic  communication  within  the  empire,  and  since  the  Ist  of 
January  last,  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  by  submarine  cable. 

The  latter  achievement  is  one  that  marks  the  second  period  in  the 
history  of  the  empire,  perhaps  even  more  significantly,  at  least  as 
regards  commerce,  than  the  declaration  of  its  independence  did  that  of 
the  first  period  half  a  century  ago. 

Public  Wobks. 

Hallways  were  first  projected  in  1852,  and  from  that  date  te  1871, 
755  kilos,  only  had  been  constructed.  This  momentous  question  then 
called  forth  further  legislative  measures,  and  moro  progress  has  since 
been  made  than  during  the  preceding  twenty  years.  768  kilos,  have 
been  added  to  what  tnen  existed,  and  further  development  ought 
during  the  ensuing  two  years,  to  raise  the  figure  to  2,222  kilos. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  in  accounting  for 
the  backwardness  of  Brazil  in  this  branch,  as  compared  with  other 
countries,  refers  it  to  want  of  capital,  scarcity  of  professional,  skilled, 

*  And  to  the  depreciation  in  the  purchase  power  of  gold  which  has  taken  place 
daring  the  last  twenty  years. 

o   F  ^ 
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and  other  labour,  and  natural  impediments,  observing  finally,  that  if 
other  countries  more  favourably  situated  with  reference  to  those 
influences,  added  to  the  advantage  of  half  a  centpy's  experience, 
have  made  greater  progress  in  such  undertakings,  it  is  not  a  matter  of 
surprise,  seeing  that  it  is  only  within  a  much  more  recent  period  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Brazilians  have  been  addressed  to  this  so  much 
needed  branch  of  industry. 

If  the  obvious  inexpediency  was  overlooked  of  constructing  costly 
lines  parallel  with  and  close  to  the  sea-coast,  and  across  swamps  and 
uncultivated  and  unpopulated  districts,  the  7  per  cent.  Imperial 
Guaranteed  Femambuco  and  Bahia  lines,  costing  over  20,000/.  a  mile 
for  example,  surely  the  experience  of  other  countries  might  have  served 
as  a  warning.  But  having  gone  wrong  so  far,  the  further  error  was 
committed  of  stopping  short  exactly  at  the  point  where  the  continua- 
tion of  these  lines  would  have  been  advantageous.  Such,  however, 
was  the  case,  and,  after  working  at  a  loss  for  several  years,  the  errors 
are  about  to  be  rectified  by  the  prolongation  of  these  lines,  which  will 
probably  thenceforward  cease  to  ne  a  burden  to  the  treasury. 

For  the  capital  lavished  on  these  expensive  railways  (3,600,000/.), 
the  country  might  have  been  provided  with  600  instead  of  160  miles 
of  line,  of  a  description  quito  adequate    to  the  necessities    of   the 
trflffic,  and  more  consonant  with  the  resources  of  the  treasury.     Other 
causes  have  sadly  and  needlessly  retarded  the  development  of  this 
medium,  viz.,  the  objectionable   and    impracticable  terms   in  which 
concessions  for  such  works  have  been  made,  arguing  a  want  of  know- 
ledge of  the  conditions  under  which  alone  the  capital  from  abroad 
requisite  for  their  execution  could   be  obtained,  and  an  indiscrimi* 
uate  selection  of  the  persons  to  wljom  such  concessions  were  granted, 
who,  being  from   a  variety  of  causes  debarred  from  the  possibility 
of  realizing  them,  prevented  those  from  contracting  who  had  means, 
and.  as  if  to  perpetuate  the  evil,  succeeded  in  getting   their    con- 
cessions renewed  after  their  term  had  lapsed.    In  most  instances  of 
late,  also,  the  dearlv  purchased  experience  of  the  pioneer  lines  has 
induced  those  in  power  to  go  to  the  other  extreme,  and  attach  onerous 
conditions  and  inadequate  capital  in  respect  of  railway  concessions 
lately  decreed,  which  has  sometimes  prevented  their  being  floated,  and 
at  others  proved  a  source  of  great  delay.    So  that  in  several  instances, 
within  a  recent  period,  inoperative  clauses  in  concessions  have  had  to 
be    entirely  eliminated  or  sensibly  modified,  and  the  capital,  after 
revision  of  original  estimates,  increased,  eo  as  to  allow  of  the  formation 
of  companies  to  carry  them  out.    In  one  instance  two  years  were  lost 
in  re-adaptation  of  a  concession  for  which  the  capital  was  promised. 
Moreover,  it  is  a  mode  of  procedure  calculated  to  inspire  want  of 
confidence  in  public  enterpntes  in  this  country  dependent  on  foreign 
capital.   It  is  a  question  worthy  of  consideration  whether  under  a  more 
adroit  and  liberal  policy,  Brazil  could  not  obtain  as  much  capital  as  is 
requisite  for  her  present  and  futui*e  requirements  in  this  fine,  for  a 
6  per  cent,  instead  of  7  per  cent,  imperial  guarantee,  by  guaranteeing, 
for  instance,  the  adequacy  of  the  capital  fixed  by  her  in  respect  of  the 
work  projected.    In  a  recent  instance,  she  would  have  saved  much 
time  and  have  been  a  gainer  on  this  principle.    The  usual  7  per  cent 
guarantee  was  afforded  in  respect  of  an  unoertaking,  estimated  to  cost 
say  6,000,000  milreis.     On  verification  of  the  estimates,  this  sum  was 
fudged  insufiicient,  and  raised  to  6,000,000  milreis.    Thus  she  became 
responsible  to  the  extent  of  420,000  milreis  annually.    But  suppose 
when  the  doubt  was  raised  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the  original  sum,  she 
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had  offered  5  per  cent,  on  wbaterer  amount  should  be  found  bond  fide 
reqaiaite.  The  capital  would  probably  have  been  forthcoming  ou  such 
equitable  tenns,  aod  she  would,  even  adopting  the  latter  figure  of 
6,000,000  milreis,  haye  saved  the  difference  between  7  and  5  per  cent., 
while,  even  admitting  the  remote  contingency  of  8,000,000  milreis  being 
determined  upon  as  requisite,  she  would  not  even  then  have  been  in  a 
worse  position  than  when  she  guaranteed  6,000,000  milreis  at  the  7  per 
cent.  rate.  On  the  other  hand,  she  would,  by  the  bold  and  liberal 
pdiicj  involved,  have  won  the  confidence  of  capitalists,  and  facilitated 
subsequent  operations  of  the  kind.  A  further  benefit  would  accrue 
from  such  an  expedient.  It  would  encourage  and  facilitate  the  execu- 
tion of  these  works  by  the  people  of  the  country,  the  Department  of 
Public  Wcnrks  undertaking  their  supervision  and  fiscalization  during 
constroetion,  thus  ensuring  great  economy  in  the  end,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
a  notorious  &ct  that  the  mere  associations  of  foreigners  with  an 
enterprise  of  any  magnitude  in  this  country  is  sometimes  tantamount 
to  doubling  estimates. 

Uniformity  of  gauge  has  been  adhered  to  only  in  the  more  im- 
iK}rtant  and  pioneer  schemes  of  the  Dom  Pedro  II.,  Bahia  and  SSo 
f mncisco,  and  Becife  and  S^  Francisco  lines,  wherein  it  is  that  of 
i'60  metre.  Great  diversity  exists  in  other  cases.  In  Pemambuco 
there  are  five  lines,  each  of  different  gauge.  In  the  aggregate,  however, 
and  specially  of  late,  the  prevailing  gauge  has  been  1  metre. 

The  Dom  Pedro  II.  in  this  province  is  the  principal  line  in  the 
country,  both  in  extent  and  importance  of  its  works  of  art.  It  has 
431,217  metres  open  to  traffic,  and  according  to  official  data,  has  cost 
so  fer  90,000,000  mibreis  (about  10,000,(>00/.  sterling).  The  works  aro 
on  a  scale  hardly  exceeded  in  magnitude  in  any  part  of  tlie  world.  The 
second  section  contains  sixteen  tunnels,  the  lengths  of  tliirteen  of  which 
are  from  80  to  300  metres,  making  in  tho  aggregate  1S(K>01  metre?, 
or  143'8  each  on  an  average.  Besides  these,  there  is  one  of  437-33 
metres,  another  of  654*47,  and  the  third  2,237*57  metres,  all  of  thcin 
cut  out  of  granite.  Out  of  the  whole  5,189*38  metres  of  tunnelling 
about  2,000  metres  had  to  be  lined  with  stone  and  cement. 

Besides  gradients  of  0*18  metre  over  25  kilos.,  comprising  numerous 
curves  of  225  metres  radius,  this  section  has  20  kilos,  of  open  lino, 
interspersed  with  colossal  embankments,  forming  slopes  of  100  to  150 
metres  in  length. 

The  3rd  section  has  eleven  bridges  over  as  many  rivers,  with  spans 
of  greater  or  lesser  width,  on  Barlow's  system. 

These  lines  now  projected  will  for  the  most  part  traverse  as  yet 
uncultivated,  thinly  populated,  but  fertile  and  more  or  less  healthy 
localities,  said  to  be  well  (tdapted  to  the  production  of  coffee,  sugar- can;', 
cocoa,  wheat,  various  cereals,  and  other  articles  of  profitable  farming. 
They  abound  with  virgin  forests,  containing  the  fineat  descriptions  of 
timber  for  building,  while  other  portions  provide  rich  pasture  laiid^. 
The  traffic  during  the  year  was : — 
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Passengers 
Live  stock 
Vehicles . . 
Luggage.. 
Merchandise 


Quantity. 

1,280,114 

80,882 

209 

8,751,798 

208,871,489 


The  net  revenue  was  422,2121, ;  the  working  expenses  338,189Z. 

The  receipts  in  the  Recife  of  SSo  Francisco  (Pernambuco)  Railway 
were  646Z.  per  kilo.,  and  working  expenses  832Z.,  the  latter  amounting  to 
6006  per  cent,  of  the  former.  Only  one  accident  resulting  in  death 
occurred,  but  interruptions  to  the  traffic  on  ten  occasions,  but  of  a 
trivial  nature.  It  is  considered  the  best  managed  line  in  the  empire. 
The  liability  of  the  State  in  respect  of  this  enterprise  was  relieved  from 
7  to  3^  per  cent,  by  the  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure.  Its 
prolongation  for  a  further  618  kilos,  is  estimated  to  cost  77,361  milreis 
(7,736Z.)  per  kilo.,  of  the  1  metre  gauge,  and  103,694  mUreis  (10,689/.) 
of  the  1*60  gauge,  a  difference  of  26  per  cent,  in  cost  in  favour  of  the 
former.  The  population  in  the  district  traversed  is  estimated  at 
266,000.  The  cost  of  transport  when  complete  is  estimated  at  66  per 
cent,  less  than  at  present.  Tenders  for  tne  work  are  invited,  and  six 
years  thought  sufficient  for  its  execution.  The  net  revenue  is  estimated 
at  4  per  cent,  on  the  capital  required  in  the  case  of  the  broad,  and 

6  per  cent,  in  that  of  the  narrow  guage.  The  survey  of  this  extension 
cost  the  State  63,826Z.  Tenders  for  the  prolongation  of  the  Bahia  and 
Sao  Prancisco  line  for  a  further  466  kilos,  are  now  before  Qovemment. 
In  this  case  the  1*60  metre  gauge  is  estimated  to  cost  8,224Z.,  and 
the  1  metre  6,490Z.  per  kilo.,  while  seyen  years  is  allowed  for  the 
completion. 

What  is  wanted  for  the  safer  and  more  rapid  development  of  the 
railwajr  system  in  the  empire  is  not  only  capital,  but  more  of  the  spirit 
of  self-help  and  the  element  of  association. 

There  are  endless  directions  in  which  economical  lines,  whose  esti* 
mates  of  cost  were  based  on  a  due  regard  to  the  revenue  derivable  from 
the  traffic,  and  thereby  regulated,  might  be  constructed  with  profitable 
results.  But  the  reverse  of  this  principle  has  been  introduced,  with  what 
result  we  have  seen  by  the  examples  of  the  early  7  per  cent,  guaranteed 
pioneers.  Lines  projected  without  regard  to  cost  and  the  tariff  fixed 
in  the  scale  necessary  to  produce  a  revenue,  supposing  the  material  for 
an  adequate  traffic  existed,  thus  beginning  at  the  wrong  end ;  but  as, 
in  spite  of  those  tariffs  being  lowered,  the  traffic  has  preyed  inefficient 
to  compensate  such  an  outlay,  the  error  of  the  theory  is  fully  illustrated 
by  the  experience  of  practice. 

The  restrictions  imposed  by  law  of  the  28th  of  February,  1874,  in 
respect  of  concessions  for  lines  under  guarantee,  prove  that  the  error  ot 
the  primitive  system  has  been  discovered.    Now,  no  railway  can  enjoy 

7  per  cent,  guarantee  unless  its  projectors  can  prove  that  it  is  capable 
of  yielding  a  4  per  cent,  return  on  tne  capital  to  be  employed. 

The  effect  has  been  to  alter  the  scale  of  construction  from  20,000Z. 
upwards  to  one-third  of  that  sum  per  mile.  The  next  consequence 
\vill  be  to  show  that  the  enterprises  carried  out  on  this  scale  are  the 
only  ones  suited  to  the  present  exigencies  of  the  country  and  the 
actual  capabilities  of  the  traffic,  and  that  they  are  remunerative  as 
investments. 

For  this  I  am  indebted  for  much  valuable  information  respecting 
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tbe  raQways  of  Brazil  to  tbe  courtesy  of  the  actiyo  and  intelligent  chief 
of  the  directory  of  public  works  here,  Dr.  Buarque  de  Macedo,  M.I.C.E., 
under  whose  able  aiaministration  and  energy  the  public  works  of  Brazil 
have  already  received  a  great  impetus. 

The  city  of  Bio  water  supply,  for  which  the  chambers  have  voted 
19,000,000  milreis,  or  about  2,000,000/.  sterling,  has  lately  occupied  his 
attention,  and  I  understand  is  contracted  for  with  the  Viscount  Mauit 
and  Mr.  Edward  Gotto.* 

Another  most  important  undertaking,  the  project  of  Mr.  Hamilton 
Lindsay  Bucknall,  for  an  iron  tunnel  across  the  harbour  of  Bio  do 
Janeiro,  and  thus  connecting  the  capital  with  the  province,  is  now 
under  contemplation  by  the  Imperial  Government.  Mr.  P.  W.  Barlow, 
jun^  M.I.C.R,  came  out  expressly  to  this  country  to  decide  upon  the 
best  method  of  constructing  this  work,  and  his  investigations,  which 
have  merited  general  approbation  in  London,  show  that  the  formation 
of  the  harbour  is  exceptionally  favourable  for  the  execution  of  so 
desirable  an  enterprise. 

A  considerable  passenger  traffic  exists  between  the  two  points, 
which,  however,  would  be  infinitely  augmented  if  a  safer,  more  rapid 
and  agreeable  means  of  transport,  other  than  by  ferry  boats,  across  tho 
bay,  were  discovered. 

On  the  completion  of  the  network  of  railways  between  Nictheroy 
and  the  adjoining  provinces  of  Minas  GerEos  aud  Espirito  Santo  there 
will  be  a  very  considerable  goods  traffic,  as  this  belt  embraces  some  of 
the  richest  coffee  and  sugar  producing  districts  in  the  country,  for  the 
conveyance  of  which  the  tunnel  would  be  the  connecting  link  between 
the  farthest  point  on  the  one  side,  Nictheroy,  and  its  destination,  the 
Bio  market,  on  the  other. 

Nictheroy  was  once  the  capital.  It  is  healthy,  picturesque,  and 
only  wants  an  eligible  means  of  communication  to  make  it  a  place  of 
resort. 

Beyekue  and  Expenditure. 

This  subject  has  been  so  fully  dwelt  upon  in  previous  reports  that 
there  remains  little  to  be  said. 

The  revenue  is  stated  at  11,240,337/.,  and  tho  expenditure  at 
13,436,800/.  sterling. 

To  account  for  the  discrepancy,  the  Government  adduces  certain 
extraordinary  outlay  during  this  financial  period.    Tor  instance : — 

The  furnishing  of  vessels  of  war  from  abroad. 

The  acquisition  of  apparatus  and  machinery  for  the  arsenals,  of  timber 
for  naval  purposes,  artillery,  other  armaments,  and  munition  of  war. 

The  increased  outlay  in  fuel  through  greater  consumption  as  well  as 
advance  in  cost. 

The  new  buildings  in  the  arsenal  of  marine,  the  Santa  Cruz  dock, 
exchange  differences,  and  other  items. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  argued,  not  perhaps  without  foundation,  that 
the  reductions  introduced  in  the  tariff  regulating  imports,  while  it  will 
tend  to  check  smuggling,  will  at  the  same  time  increase  consumption. 

Cotton,  sugar,  and  cofiee  have  contributed  about  one-fifth  or  20  per 
cent,  of  the  revenue,  in  the  form  of  export  duties,  during  the  last  ten 
years.  About  one-half  is  raised  from  the  duties  levied  on  articles  of 
importation,  while  the  remainder  is  derived  from  internal  taxation. 

Did  Brazil  but  occupy  the  place  that  nature  seems  to  have  assigned 
her  amongst  producing  coiintnes,  she  might  produce  cotton,  cofiee,  and 

•  With  Mr.  GabrieUi  finaUy. 
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sugar  for  the  world,  and  still  be  able  to  reduce  her  tariffs,  both  as 
regards  imports  and  exports,  by  one-half,  or  more. 

But  to  do  this  she  must  have  inaugurated  a  bolder  and  more  liberal 
policy,  and  like  other  competing  communities  have  kej>t  pace  with  the 
times.  She  must  have  broken  through  the  impossible  social  and 
political  barriers  to  immigration  and  colonization,  when  instead  of 
units  to  an  aggregate  of  square  miles  she  might  have  counted  numbers 
to  every  square  mile.  The  inexhaustible  resources  of  the  vast  empire 
would  have  gradually  developed,  and  to-day  might  afford  to  the  world  an 
unparalleled  example  of  agricultural  success. 

Her  future  depends  upon  the  solution  of  this  problem.  The  longer 
it  is  delayed,  the  more  difficult  it  becomes.  The  country  itself  is 
bursting  for  development,  and  is  only  held  back  by  superstitious 
adherence  to  traditions  of  a  past  age. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  lost  sight  of  that  up  to  the  present  time 
Brazil  has  continued  to  export  more  than  she  imports,  and  at  the  close 
of  1876  the  balance  of  trade  in  her  favour  reached  nearly  500,000/. 
sterling,  and  was  the  primary  cause  of  exchange  touching  27d. 

Colonization  and  Immigration. 

On  the  proclamation  of  the  independence  of  the  empire  in  1823, 
recourse  should  have  been  had  to  all  material  and  moral  means  to 
attract  the  greatest  possible  number  of  individuals  from  all  parts  of  the 
globe,  offering  them  a  new  home  wherein  to  co-operate  in  the  arduous 
undertaking  of  consolidation  and  development  of  Brazilian  nationality. 

This  would  best  have  been  arrived  at  by  the  promulgation  of  a 
naturalization  law  affording  foreigners,  alreadj^  domiciled  in  the  empire, 
as  well  as  after-comers,  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Brazilian  born 
citizens. 

The  consequence  of  such  neglect  was  that  400  German  emigrants 
that  arrived  there  in  1820,  and  about  600  more  in  1824,  were  all  com- 
pelled by  the  same  causes  to  abandon  that  colony,  and  seek  their  for- 
tune, some  in  the  agricultural  centres  of  Kio  de  Janeiro,  aud  others  in 
the  gold  mines  in  the  province  of  Minas  Geraee. 

The  fabulous  sums  which  were  to  have  been  applied  to  tlie  construc- 
tion of  roads,  measurement  of  lands,  raising  of  plans,  facilities  of  trnns- 
port,  Ac,  were  fruitlessly  expended  for  the  benefit  of  unscrupulous 
tenters,  who,  in  the  contracts,  sacrificed  all  loyalty  and  fulfilment  of  the 
promises  employed  to  allure  the  greater  portion  of  those  engaged.  The 
erroneous  idea  which  then  obtaioed  of  plantiug  colonies  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  the  consuming  markets,  in  the  absence  of  an  easy  system  of 
communication  and  transport,  and  without  any  regard  to  the  nature  of 
the  climate  or  the  condition?,  favourable  or  unfavourable,  of  the  land, 
contiibuted  principally  to  this, state  of  things,  and  to  reiterated  recla- 
mations and  outcries  from  the  colonists.  To  which  should  be  added  the 
want  of  security,  the  difficulties  resulting  from  the  distribution  and  sale 
of  lands  without  previous  survey  and  proper  demarcation,  so  also,  to  the 
invasions  by  Indians  at  certain  periods  and  localities,  may  be  justly 
augmented  the  obstacles  and  exigencies  which  were  presented  by  the 
alarmists  at  free  labour  coinpetition,  and  the  progress  and  advancement 
of  these  young  colonies.  It  seems  incredible,  moreover,  that  after  the 
lapse  of  so  many  years  the  colonists  should  still  continue  deprived  of 
titles  to  their  possessions. 

The  errors  and  improvidence  of  the  Portuguese  administration 
under  the  colonial  rule  also  contributed  largely  to  these  imperfections 
and  want  of  organization.    In  many  of  the  provinceSy  and  notably  in 
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iboee  along  the  coast,  precisely  at  spots  offeriug  the  most  advaiita£;e8  as 
to  Dsefulness  and  profit,  the  country  was  dispossessed  of  its  waste  lands, 
to  be  met  with  to-day  only  in  the  far  interior  and  remote  provinces  of 
minor  importance.  This  subject  has  ever  been  treated  with  the  greatest 
indifference. 

In  1846  were  established  the  colony  of  Petropolis  in  Eio  de  Janeiro, 
of  Santa  Isabel  e  Yargem  Grande  in  Santa  Catherina,  in  1846,  that  of 
Santa  Isabel  in  Espirito  Santo,  and  of  V.S.  du  Piedade  in  Santa 
Caiherina  also.  Of  these,  Petropolis  is  the  only  one  worthy  of  mention, 
not  for  its  material  progress,  which  like  the  others  was  insignificant, 
bat  from  having  all  along  been  the  resort  of  the  court  and  numerous 
families,  native  and  foreign,  during  the  hot  summer  months.  Though 
raised  in  1858  to  the  category  of  town,  its  prosperity  was  not  thereoy 
enhanced.  In  1849,  after  the  example  ot  Santa  Catherina,  which 
founded  the  colony  of  Itajahy,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  initiated  the  colony 
of  Santa  Cruz  in  the  municipality  of  Eio  Pardo.  The  latter,  rich  in 
soil  and  well  populated,  made  fair  progress  in  the  cultivation  of  tobacco. 
The  former,  rounded  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  of  transferring 
from  the  nucleus  of  San  Pedro  d* Alcantara  the  colonists  driven  back 
by  the  Indians  and  neighbouring  proprietors,  made  little  way  at  first, 
and  not  until  it  received  reinforcements  of  native  families  and  a  military 
force,  did  it  evince  signs  of  tranquillity  and  order.  Transformed  into  a 
community  known  to-day  as  Belchior,  it  possesses  numerous  saw  and 
other  kinds  of  mills  as  well  as  sugar  plantations.  The  am[5lification  of 
the  naturalization  law,  and  the  promulgation  of  that  respecting  public 
lands,  both  in  1850,  were  salutary. measures,  conducive  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  free  labour.  Brazil  might  have  taken  advantage  of  the  political 
perturbation  which  convulsed  Europe  during  the  preceding  two  year»», 
to  develop  these  forces ;  her  neglect  to  do  so  is  partly  attributable  to 
the  effect  of  the  cessation  of  the  slave  traffic  not  being  felt  as  a  blow, 
through  the  drafting  southwards  of  slaves  from  the  northern  provinces 
which  had  then  begun,  as  well  as  to  the  belief  on  the  part  of  planters 
that  their  wealth  was  really  enhanced  by  the  increasing  value  of  these 
slaves.  Notwithstanding  the  following  additional  colonies  were 
founded  this  year,  viz: — Dom  Pedro  lI,Monto  Bonifo  Rin^Jsd'El  Eei, 
and  Mundo  Novo,  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul ;  that  of  Blumineau  in  Santa 
Catherina,  and  of  Dona  Thereza  in  Parand,  the  four  latter  arising  out  of 
private  enterprize.  ITieir  history  being  more  or  less  identical  with 
preceding  ones  it  suffices  to  record  them. 

The  colony  of  Dona  Prancisca,  considered  the  most  important 
nucleus  of  colonization  in  Brazil,  was  established  in  1851.  In  1852, 
besides  the  colony  of  Mucury,  thirty-seven  attempts  at  colonization  by 
private  enterprize,  under  the  system  of  Parceria,  were  initiated  in  the 
province  of  Sao  Paolo,  bul;  a  groat  many  of  them,  though  numbering  at 
one  time  3,000  inhabitants,  have  subsequently  abandoned  that  system. 
Its  defects  and  schemes  for  its  reform  have  occupied  the  attention  of 
more  than  one  eminent  Brazilian. 

In  1853,  the  colony  of  Santa  Isabel  in  Maranham,  was  established, 
besides  which,  the  onlv  event  of  interest  was  the  passing  of  the  decree 
of  September  16  of  that  year,  authorizing  the  outlay  of  a  certain  sum 
for  the  culture  of  other  than  Roman  Catholic  persuasions  among  the 
colonists  comprised  in  the  nucleus  of  Dona  Francisca. 

Finally,  in  1854,  the  intolerance  of  Nco-Catholicism,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  recognition  of  civil  consequences  in  regard  to  marriages 
solemnized  between  non-Catholics,  were  thus  respectively  and  eloquently 
deprecated,  and  advocated  by  the  Viscount  de  Uruguay. 

Brazil,   whoso  greatest  and  most  urgent  interest  it  is  to  attract 
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foreign  colonization,  a  largo  portion  of  which  does  not  profess  the 
Catholic  religion,  is  still  restricted  and  confined  to  the  antique  and 
intolerant  Portuguese  legislation  adapted  to  Portugal  itself,  and  to 
colonies,  whose  ports,  until  the  commencement  of  the  present  century, 
had  remained  closed  against  foreign  commerce,  and  that  recruited  from 
the  African  coast  the  labour  requisite  for  its  devebpment. 

"Immigration,  other  than  Catholic,  finds  no  guarantee  in  Brazil  for 
its  matrimonial  contracts  and  for  the  rights  accruing  therefrom  to  its 
offspring. 

"  Is  not  the  intolerance  suflBcient  which,  in  the  case  of  a  Brazilian 
who  is  not  a  Catholic  and  may  not  be  so  from  the  fact  of  his  being  born 
a  Protestant,  excludes  him  from  the  right  of  becoming  a  Deputy. 

"  He  must  abjure  the  creed  of  his  parents  so  to  become. 

" This  state  of  things  is  repugnant  in  the  age  in  which  we  live;  it 
is  absurd,  it  must  cease  in  a  county  wherein  religious  toleration  exists 
and  that  has  such  pressing  need  of  foreign  immigration." 

The  Marquis  of  Abrantes  and  the  councillors  Nabuco  d' Aranjo  and 
Euzebio  de  Queiroz  likewise  advocated  these  principles,  and  their  en- 
lightened consultations  formed  the  basis  of  the  law  of  September, 
1861. 

The  cession  of  waste  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  distant  groups  of 
populations,  colonies,  and  military  settlements  would  be  a  most  discreet 
measure,  so  long  as  those  on  whom  the  grants  were  conferred  were 
made  responsible  for  their  occupation  and  cultivation.  This  would  be 
an  effectual  means  of  providing  labour  and  employment  to  numerous 
native  households  who  vegetate  in  misery,  especially  if,  in  addition,  the 
State  would  find  the  machinery  indispensable  to  husbandry,  until  by 
their  exertion  they  became  independent  of  such  aid.  So,  also,  instead 
of  fixed  prices,  which  not  unfrequently  hinder  the  sale  of  certain  lots  of 
land,  the  State  might  go  on  gradualljr  reducing  prices,  without  regard 
to  quality  or  situation,  thus  facilitating  and  stimulating  the  enquiry 
after  them  with  real  advantage  to  the  emigrant  and  not  less  so  to  the 
country.  An  equally  urgent  necessity  is  the  creation  of  a  land  tax,  the 
action  of  which  would  be  to  compell  the  more  extensive  proprietors 
either  to  use  themselves  or  else  let  or  dispose  of  their  superfluous 
domains,  especially  property  bordering  on  railways,  high  roads,  and 
navigable  rivers. 

Dr.  Ignacio  da  Cunha  GalvSs  is  the  proprietor  of  a  plan  which,  if 
carried  out  simultaneously  with  the  land  tax,  would  greatly  simplify 
this  difficult  problem. 

To  return  to  the  subject ;  however,  between  1854-1856  the  following 
further  colonics  were  initiated.  In  1854,  Conventos  and  de  Silon  in 
Eio  Grande  do  Sul,  and  Superaguy  in  Parana ;  in  1855,  Nossa  Senhora 
do  O,  Pessanha,  and  de  Silon,  in  Pard,  Arnpapehy,  Santa  Isabel,  Santa 
Thereza,  Perucana,  and  Petropolis,  in  Maranham;  Independencia, 
Santa  Bosa,  Santa  Justa,  Cor6as,  Vallao  dos  Veados,  in  Bio  de  Janeiro ; 
and  Bobillon  in  Sao  Paolo ;  in  1856,  Santa  Leopoldina,  Bio  Novo,  and 
Transylvania,  in  Espirito  Santo ;  Mariante  and  Estrella,  in  Bio  Grande 
do  Sul ;  Don  Affonso  and  Leopoldina,  in  Santa  Catherina.  At  the  latter 
period  a  special  credit  of  6,000,000  milreis  was  voted  by  the  chambers 
as  a  subsidy  for  the  promotion  of  colonization  and  immigration. 

The  measure  was  not  favourably  regarded  by  the  country ;  not  that 
it  grudged  the  sacrifice,  but  its  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  the  measure, 
owing  to  the  errors  of  the  past  and  the  disregard  of  the  only  means 
calculated  to  realize  such  undertakings,  had  been  justly  shaken.  This 
was  the  opportunity  to  be  seized  by  the  Government  to  re-establish  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  by  making  redoubled  efforts,  and  thus  emerge 
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from  the  fatal  inflaences  that  had  so  discredited  the  cause  in  the  eyes  of 
sceptics  in  and  out  of  the  empire;  bat,  unfortunately, nothing  was 
done  to  that  important  end  and  the  opponents  of  the  scneme  converted 
this  credit  into  an  argument  to  corroborate  their  apprehensions,  and 
believing  it  to  have  been  wholly  expended — ^jret  seeing  no  result — they 
renewed  their  accusations  and  outcries  afi;ainst  the  cause  generally, 
many  of  them  remaining  ignorant  to  this  day  that  only  about  one-fifth 
of  the  credit  was  really  exhausted. 

Between  1857  and  1861,  fifteen  colonies  were  added,  yiz.: — 

In  1857      ..        ..     Sinimb^l In  Bahiik 

St  Angelo  . .        . .        Bio  Qrande  do  Sul. 

Sta.  Maria  da  Solidade  . .  ,, 

1858  ..         ..     Nova  Fetropolia  ....  „ 

SaA  Louren^o      ....  „ 

1859  ..        ..     EngenhoNoYO    ..        ..        Bahia. 

1860  . .         . .     Rio  Pardo  . .         . .  „ 

SaODiogo Piauhy. 

Bom  Pedro  II Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Ignape Sa5  Paolo. 

(Suianeft „ 

Aasongoy Panm6. 

Thereaopolis        . .        .  •  Sta.  Oathinina. 

Iti«ahy It 

Angelina , 

Between  the  latter  date  and  1865,  action  in  this  enterprise  remained 
paralysed.  Six-and-thirty  years  had  elapsed,  and  during  that  long 
interVal  numerous  attempts  were  repeatedly  made,  and  enormous  outlay 
incurred,  the  final  issue  of  which  was  that  the  confidence  of  the  public 
was  fairly  exhausted.  As  a  natural  consequence,  European  immigration 
was  condemned  as  unproductiye  of  the  benefits  which  ought  to  haye 
accrued  from  it,  and  which  unquestionably  might  haye  accrued  but  for 
the  fallacious  system  under  which  it  was  so  ^eyiously  mismanaged. 

In  connection  with  its  condemnation,  a  yiolent  article  appeared  in  a 
local  newspaper,  purporting  to  show  that  European  colonization  had 
utterly  fiuled  to  promote  the  adyance  of  agriculture,  and  that  it  only 
led  to  antagonisms  and  riyalry,  and  that  it  would  culminate  in  intestinal 
warfare. 

Thus  reprobated  European  immigration  received  a  thorough  check 
in  all  directions,  Germany,  Switzerland,  Belgium,  Holland,  Italj^r,  all 
suspended  contributions,  to  say  nothing  of  Chinese,  likewise  a  signal 
failure ;  and,  instead,  attention  was  enthusiastically  turned  first  to  tlie 
United  States,  then  to  Poland. 

Eresh  efforts  and  further  outlay  were  again  employed,  but  without 
preyious  stud^r,  system,  or  preparation,  leaying  the  issue,  as  before,  to 
adyentitious  circumstances  and  eyents.  It  neyer  seems  to  haye  been 
understood  that  American  immigration  was  but  the  passing  effect  of  a 
transient  cause. 

There  is  abundant  eyidence  extant  that  bold,  intelligent,  and 
patriotic  spirits  within  the  empire  from  the  fij'st  traced  and  exposed  the 
defects  in  the  system,  and  suggested  the  only  remedies,  while  without 
the  history  of  colonization  in  the  United  States  and  other  countries 
furnished  examples  easy  and  worthy  of  imitation. 

With  reference  to  the  law  of  September  11, 1861,  relating  to  ciyil 
marriages  between  non- Catholics,  it  should  be  remembered  that  insu- 
perable difficulties  and  incompatibilities  existed  preyioudy,  under  the 
operation  of  the  law  of  Noyember,  1827,  which,  basedron  the  theory  of 
the  Council  of  Trent,  without  appreciating  the  anomalous  consequences 
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that  would  accrue  therefrom  to  a  society  having  no  analogy  to  that  in 
respect  of  which  that  Council  legislated,  and  dependent  in  the  closest 
ties  of  relationship  with  the  exterior  world  for  its  development,  never- 
theless imposed  its  impracticable  restrictions  in  reference  to  civil 
marriages.  While  the  spirit  of  that  law  evinced  a  show  of  sympathy 
with  the  reform  so  much  needed,  it  at  the  same  time  imposed  limitations 
which  rendered  it  impracticable  in  many  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
interior,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  indispensable  presence  of  a  priest  of 
a  faith  similar  to  that  of  the  contracting  parties ;  and  not  denying  civil 
consequences  to  marriages  of  non- Catholics,  solemnized  under  that 
condition,  yet  omitting  to  legislate  for  the  case  of  matrimonial  contracts 
between  individuals  of  diverse  religions.  Thus  ostensively  liberal,  yet 
imposing  impracticable  conditions,  virtually  exalting  a  state  of  concu- 
binage aboye  the  institution  of  civil  marriage. 

When  Minister  of  Justice,  Senhor  Nabuco  de  Aranjo  thus  expressed 
his  indignation  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  at  the  spirit  of  hypocrisy 
pervading  such  legislation : — 

"  It  is  impossible  to  expect  that  foreigners  will  come  to  our  country 
when  we  say  to  them  *  You  cannot  establish  a  family,  or  vou  cannot  bo 
the  head  of  a  family.'  The  difficulties  with  the  Court  of  Eome  in  this 
matter  are  incapable  of  satisfactory  solution  before  the  numerous  dis- 
pensations incidental  to  the  divergencies  in  religion,  and  their  conditions, 
which  are  so  foreign  to  the  requirements  of  our  civilization." 

In  like  manner  Dr.  Tavares  Bastos  says:  **The  precautionary 
measures  to  be  taken  are  as  follows:  To  distinguish,  in  the  case  of 
mixed  and  non-Catholic  marriages,  between  the  civil  and  religious  acts ; 
let  the  former  precede  the  latter  and  be  attended  with  civil  conse- 
quences, even  though  the  religious  ceremony  do  not  take  place,  it  being 
at  the  same  time  indissoluble  on  the  Catholic  side,  or  binding  on  both 
contracting  parties." 

While  deprecating  the  erroneous  basis  of  the  former  enactment, 
justice  requires  that  tne  more  provident  expediency  of  later  legislation 
be  recorded,  namely.  Decree  of  April,  1803,  investing  the  civil  tribunals 
with  power  to  decide  on  the  merits  of  such  marriages. 

To  conclude  the  list  of  colonies  founded  from  the  first,  the  following, 
during  1861  to  18(55,  must  be  atlded  : — 


In  1861 

..     Sa5  Vicente  de  Paula     .. 

.   In  the  province  of  Piauhy. 

1862 

.     Mont'  Alvcrne 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul. 

Eneruzilhada 

1865 

. .     Mde.  Langendor^t's  Enterprise . 

Paranfi. 

Of  all  the  various  colonies  herein  referred  to,  some  have  emerged 
from  their  primitive  insignificance,  and  present  to-day  a  certain  degree 
of  development ;  some,  hostilized  by  Indian  tribes  and  inimical  neigh- 
bours, have  congregated  together  in  order  to  insure  a  less  hazardous 
and  more  prosperous  existence,  while  others  again  languish  under  the 
weight  of  adverse  influence,  and  these  nothing  but  State  intervention 
and  the  arrival  of  more  favourable  conditions  wilt  retrieve  from  their 
prostrate  and  abject  condition. 

This  brief  retrospect  seems  to  point  clearly  to  the  real  barriers  to 
advancement  in  this  important  matter.  It  shows  that  the  country 
never  has  been,  nor  is  yet  sufficiently  advanced  in  the  indispensable 
elements  of  religious  toleration,  political  economy,  and  free  trade 
principles,  to  permit  even  of  moderate  success  in  the  desiderata  of 
spontaneous  immigration  and  colonization,  at  least  from  European 
sowces,  while  the  superfluous  population  of  other  races,  those  social 
conditions  and  circumstances,  as  well  as  creeds,  are  less  obnoxious  to 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ 


BIO  DE  JAniBO.  777 

Brazilian  prejudices  and  superstitions;  find  rent  in  other  markets  more 
congenial  to  their  idiosyncrasies. 

As  striking  contrasts  under  a  more  liberal  policy,  witness  the 
achievements  of  the  United  States  siuce  its  independence,  and  nearer 
still,  of  the  Argentine  Confederation,  where,  in  spite  of  the  conflicting 
element  of  constant  political  perturbation,  the  influx  of  spontaneous 
immigration  has  been  on  a  scale  capable  of  doubling  the  population  in 
the  coiu^e  of  eighteen  years. 

In  both  these  republics  the  sober  and  industrious  foreigner  who 
works  and  builds  in  the  country  is  accounted  a  better  citizen  than  the 
indolent  native  who  contributes  nothing,  morally  or  materially,  to  the 
greatness  of  his  count  rj'. 

Since  18G5  the  only  signs  in  connection  with  the  movement  have 
been — 

In  1870,  a  vote  by  the  Provincial  Assembly  of  Piauhy  for  the 
founding  of  a  colony  on  the  banks  of  the  Uruesuhy  or  Paranahiba. 

In  1871,  the  organization  of  a  private  society  in  Sfto  Paulo  for  the 
promotion  of  immigration  of  colonists  into  that  province. 

The  celebration  of  contracts  with  Caetano,  Pinto,  and  Irm&o  and 
TTolts,  WeLssig,  and  Co.,  of  Kio  Grande  do  Sul,  for  the  introduction  of 
10,000  colonists  in  ten  ycari». 

With  Beuto  Joso  do  L'sta  for  15,000  immigrants  and  European 
colonists  for  the  northern  provinces. 

With  Poly  carps  Lopes  de  Leao  and  Engus  Miniz  for  10,000  immi- 
grants in  six  years,  from  the  north  of  Europe,  and  for  the  founding  of 
one  or  more  agricultural  and  industrial  colonies  in  the  provinces  of 
Babia  and  Maranham. 

With  General  Frauzini  for  100,000  immigrants. 
With  another  for  100,000  Piedmontese. 

With  Charles  William  Kitto  for  the  introduction  and  establishment 
in  Parana  of  30,000  immigrants  from  Great  Britain,  within  ten  years. 
Not  less  than  1,000  during  the  first  and  second  year,  2,000  during  the 
third  and  fourth  year,  4,0^  during  each  of  the  subsequent  years. 

The  latter  contract  has  lately  been  the  subject  of  an  editorial  article 
in  the  "  Globo  "  newspaper  of  this  city,  according  to  which  it  appears 
that  even  this  recent  adventure,  April,  1873,  is  only  another  victim  of 
the  system  of  adjournment  and  procrastination  of  the  Government. 
The  writer  says :  "  From  what  we  see  and  learn,  there  is  every  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  promoters  of  this  scheme  to  carry  it  out,  and  if  thev 
have  not  already  commenced  it  is  owing  to  the  impediments  and  dim- 
culties  created  perhaps  by  our  own  Government,  under  the  system  of 
delays  and  procrastination. 

''  If  Kitto  and  his  associates  had  been  promptly  despatched,  if  they 
bad  not  lost  time  in  this  fatal  *  abiding  of  to-morrow  (amanha),  the 
stumbles  of  our  administration,  the  wretched  occurrences  at  Canan^a 
and  other  colonies  would  not  have  happened  to  cause  the  British 
Government  to  regard  us  as  barbarous,  and  to  caution  its  subjects ;  nor 
would  the  promoters  of  the  projected  colony  in  ParanA  have  met 
with  the  panic  which  placed  beyond  their  reach  the  capital  they 
depended  on. 

"  These  facts  once  proved,  the  indirect  cause  of  which  cannot  but  be 
attributed  to  the  governmental  system  followed  up  to-day,  justice 
should  be  done  to  Kitto  and  his  associates,  justice  which  cannot  be 
denied  them,  seeing  that  they  only  ask  the  retribution  stipulated  for, 
though  by  means  of  inversion  of  the  method  of  its  fulfilment  under  the 
contract." 

The  direct  intervention  by  the  Government  in  the  movement  has  of 
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late  been  confined  to  the  authorization  to  their  consular  agents  in 
London,  Liverpool,  Hamburg,  Switzerland,  Italy,  and  Portugal  to  grant 
free  passages  to  colonists  in  the  steamers  of  the  transatlantic  lines,  as 
well  as  the  expenditure  in  promoting  emigration  from  England  and 
Portugal.  But  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever,  and  the  publicity 
afforded  in  England  and  Europe  to  the  disasti*ous  results  attending 
colonization  in  the  empire,  have  for  several  years  exercised  a  manifest 
check  in  these  operations. 

To  account  for  the  failure  of  the  "  parceria  "  or  metayer  system, 
adopted  extensively  in  Sao  Paulo,  it  should  be  explained  that  its  success 
depended  upon  a  principle  of  eouity  which  is  stated,  on  high  authority, 
to  have  been  wanting  in  the  planters  towards  their  associates  in  the 
system ;  who  adds  that,  even  admitting  the  worst  strictures  passed  on 
the  colonists  concerned,  it  was  not  sufficient  to  absolve  the  planters 
from  the  extortions  and  iniquities  practised  by  them  towards  those 
helpless  labourers. 

In  many  of  such  contracts,  he  says,  is  clearly  manifested  the 
stratagem  of  the  slave  dealer  que^iching  with  sordid  avarice  the  aspira- 
tions of  the  free  man,  and  fatally  reducing  him  to  the  base  and  pre- 
carious situation  of  a  slave.  Under  this  aspect,  colonizatiou  is  but  a 
substitution  for  the  odious  traffic  of  Africans. 

It  only  remains  to  notice  Portuguese  immigration  and  colonization. 
All  the  attempts  to  establish  nuclei  of  Portuguese  colonists  in  the 
empire  have  likewise  proved  abortive,  with  this  diflference,  that  no 
apparent  evil  consequences  have  ensued.  The  reason  is  obvious. 
These  colonists  encounter  much  ^eater  facilities  and  attractions  than 
those  of  any  other  nationality  m  Brazil.  The  identity  of  religion, 
language,  laws,  and  habits,  as  well  as  family  ties  and  affinities,  secure 
to  them  the  fellowship  and  communion  of  both  natives  and  their 
countrymen  wherever  they  go  in  their  empire.  While  the  close 
similarity,  if  not  identity,  of  race,  and  the  strong  root  attained  by  the 
eariiest  Portuguese  settiers  in  the  country  have  proved  lasting  and 
irrefragible  guarantees  to  their  success  in  the  country.  For  some  time 
after  they  arrive  as  colonists,  they  serve  in  accordance  with  their  con- 
tracts, but  in  course  of  time  they  become  dissatisfied  and  ambitious, 
and,  gaining  experience,  assert  their  independence,  eventually  all  con- 
centrating m  the  populated  centres  seeki  ng  employment  in  commercial 
and  industrial  undertakings.  Bailways,  tramways,  road  construction, 
building,  and  a  variety  of  such  work  provides  them  with  employment  at 
a  high  rate  of  wages,  out  of  which  by  far  the  greater  portion  is  saved. 
The  Portuguese  element  is  the  largest  and  most  influential  of  any 
foreign  body  in  the  country.  It  numbers  in  Bio  alone  about  70,000 
souls.  A  Portuguese  newspaper  not  long  ago  wrote  eulogistically  with 
respect  to  the  benefits,  morally  and  materially,  that  had  accrued  to  the 
mother  country  through  the  return  of  colonists  and  emigrants  from 
Brazil  with  capital  and  habits  of  industry,  which  they  subsequently 
devoted  to  the  material  progress  of  the  land,  of  their  birth ;  and  another 
says,  "  It  is  the  capital  from  Brazil,  referring  to  a  recent  loan,  that 
rendered  feasible  the  celebrated  operation  of  38,000,000  dol.**  And 
another,  **  This  operation  is  the  largest  ever  done  in  the  country.  It  is 
an  indication  of  the  extensive  influence  of  the  abundant  capital  im- 
ported from  Brazil,  for  it  is  beyond  dispute  that  principally  and  almost 
exclusively,  the  material  development  of  the  country  in  latter  years  is 
owing  to  that  circumstance." 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  only  instance  of  spontaneous  immi- 
gration, in  the  empire.  Yet,  while  possessing  decided  advantages  over 
other  foreigners,  they  have  all  along  evinced  a  uniform  aversion  to 
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agricultural  |>ur8ult8,  preferring  to  get  etnpbjmeat  ia  the  retail  trade, 
in  which  natives  and  other  racea  play  a  very  small  part,  and  in  the 
case  of  the  wholesale  trade  figurins^  as  clerks  of  all  grades  in  banks 
and  mercantile  establish  me  uts,  and  keeping  the  commercial  operations 
with  Portugal  exclusively  in  their  own  hands.  In  communication 
Tvith  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  all  the  principal  towns  and  villages  in 
Portugal,  they  have  banks  and  agencies  on  a  scale  exceeded  only  by 
the  money  order  offices  in  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  with 
their  persevering  industry,  clannish  proclivities,  and  frugal  habits,  they 
are  the  only  foreigners  wlio  seem  to  amass  fortunes  in  Brazil. 

A  Portuguese  commissioner  thus  reports  on  free  immigration  :  "  It 
is  not  of  less  interest  (free  immigration)  to  the  commerce  of  the  king- 
dom, to  which  it  comes  by  preference,  to  supply  its  wants,  and  com- 
mencing with  wines  and  ending  with  onions,  the  circumstance  of  Brazil 
being  populated  with  Portuguese  opens  up  to  us  a  vast  trade,  while 
Portugal,  on  the  other  hand,  provides  a  great  number  of  consumers  of 
Brazilian  productions.  If,  moreover,  we  direct  our  attention  to  the 
national  agriculture,  we  find  that  repatriated  emigrants  have  through- 
out the  kingdom,  but  especially  in  the  province  of  Minho,  contributed 
powerful  aid,  through  importation  of  capital,  to  agricultural  industry. 
If  we  extend  our  view  over  the  cities,  villages,  and  settlements,  we 
encounter  sumptuous  palaces,  elegant  mansions,  and  comfortable 
dwelling-housee,  the  creation  of  the  emigrants  of  yesterday,  out  of  the 
wealth  brought  back  by  them  as  the  result  of  their  migration."  It 
should  be  clearly  understood,  however,  that  the  wealth  referred,  to  was 
not  the  results  of  hard  labour  derived  from  agriculture  by  these  Portu- 
guese as  colonists,  but  rather  the  savings  of  thrifty  immigrants  engaged 
in  commercial  and  other  pursuits  in  populous  centres  after  many 
years  of  toil  and  privation,  who  have  finally  reared  a  ^*  capital  from  the 
economies  of  the  past." 

The  apologist  of  slave  labour  fastens  on  the  reiterated  failures  in  the 
numerous  schemes  of  colonization,  Portuguese  and  others,  and  argues 
that  pending  the  final  extinctions  of  the  "ser\dle  element"  (elemento 
servil)  there  is  absolutely  no  scope  for  competition  by  free  labour ;  that 
the  prosperity  of  tropical  latitudes  is  founded  on  the  economic  principle 
of  very  cheap  labour  of  a  type  especially  adapted  to  the  peculiarities  of 
the  climate,  and  bringing  in  evidence  the  numerous  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts periodically  made  to  substitute  forced  labour,  in  which  the 
industry  of  the  free  man  has  ever  proved  but  a  feeble  supplement  for 
the  actual  requirements  of  the  culture  of  the  soil ;  that  tne  free  man 
consumes  double  what  the  slave  does  while  he  produces  much  less,  and 
that  to  establish  an  equilibrium  between  production  and  consumption, 
the  free  man  must  either  produce  double  the  quantity,  or  the  value  of 
his  productions  be  equivalent  to  that  of  two  slaves ;  finally  that  forced 
labour  exhausts  and  annihilates  free. 

The  history  of  agriculture  in  the  empire  clearly  demonstrates  that 
from  first  to  last  free  labour  has  been  exploited  under  circumstances 
and  conditions,  possible  perhaps  for  the  negro,  but  utterly  impossible 
and  repugnant  to  the  habits  and  education  of  the  white  man. 

What  Brazil  wants  in  order  to  develop  her  natural  greatness  is 
population.  Nature  is  on  so  overwhelming  a  scale  that  it  dominates 
roan,  instead  of  man  reducing  it  to  his  multifarious  purposes  and  ad- 
vantages. Such  a  population  can  only  be  obtained Jur  the  introduction 
of  cinlized,  industrious,  intell^ent,  and  jjhysicalljr^dowed  races,  who 
will  intermarry  with  the  natives  and  multiply  and  improve  the  race,  and 
to  secure  it  she  must  render  the  conditions  possible  and  acceptable  to 
such  races. 
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It  is  not  merely  labour  of  the  imintelleciual  and  purely  material 
kind  that  she  requires ;  Asiaiicf,  Coolies,  or  Chinese  would  prove  but 
an  indifferent  substitution  for  the  slave  labour  recently  condemned  and 
abolished.  What  she  must  aim  at  is  establishing  a  regular,  permanent, 
and  ever-increasing  flow  of  spontaneous  immigration.  She  has  many 
competitors  in  this  line,  and  not  the  most  remote  chance  of  success 
until  she  removes  the  social  and  political  barriers  already  pointed 
out.  Immediately  it  becomes  known  to  eligible  emigrants  that  when 
they  land  in  Brazil  they  will  be  located  on  property  which  will 
belong  to  them  and  their  offspring  after  them,  that  the  laws  afford 
them  the  same  privileges  and  protection  that  they  would  have  anywhere 
else,  that  they  can  intennarry  and  settle  in  the  country  in  localities 
that  secure  them  a  market  for  their  productions,  and  that  they  can 
count  upon  a  system  of  self-government,  plenty  of  volunteers  will  enlist 
on  reasonable  terms,  some  possibly  with  capital. 

The  success  of  the  pioneers  will  soon  reach  the  knowledge  of  relatives 
and  friends,  and  will  prove  a  more  powerful  inducement  for  the  de- 
velopment and  rapid  increase  of  the  colonial  institution  than  a  hundred 
times  the  fabulous  suras  that  have  been  already  squandered  in  fruitless 
attempts  to  introduce  a  possible  article  at  an  impoasible  price. 

Another  indispensable  condition  is  to  corameoce  in  the  vicinity  of 
populated  centres,  and  work  thence  gradually  into  the  interior,  and  not 
as  heretofore  plant  immigrants  in  the  wilderness  and  expect  them  to 
flourish. 

Proper  arrangements  for  their  reception  on  arrival  until  they  can 
become  settled  on  their  lands  is  such  a  palpable  necessity  that  it  need 
not  be  dwelt  on.  And  yet  to  the  non-observance  of  this  most  obvious 
rule,  even  in  very  recent  cases  of  arrival  of  immigrants,  is  attributable 
in  great  measure  the  failures  that  have  taken  place.* 

Since  the  closing  of  the  Chambers  and  the  writing  of  this  report, 
the  various  following  measures  have  been  promulgated,  namely : — 

Duty  of  exportation  has  been  removed  from  the  following  articles 
of  national  produce:  nuts,  samples  of  goods,  birds  and  insects,  alive  or 
dead,  castor-oil  nut,  whalebone,  potatoes,  biscuits,  lime,  cinnamon, 
caroba,  enimal  charcoal,  vegetable  charcoal,  wax,  tea,  straw  hats,  pre- 
serves of  all  descriptions,  iron,  artificial  flowers,  all  kinds  of  fruit, 
cattle  generally,  vegetables,  surgical  and  astronomical  instruments, 
Japecanga,  Jequetiba  (rind),  wood,  liqueurs,  tongues,  books,  printed 
or  in  blank,  pork,  salted  or  preserved,  machiuerv  of  various  kinds, 
shawls  or  ordinary  cotton  wrappers,  coin  of  all  kinds,  objects  of  natural 
history,  small  tin  wares,  orchata,  animal  bones,  silk  floss,  fresh  flsh, 
salted  flsh,  dried  fish,  skins  of  all  animals,  pines,  the  products  of 
spinning  and  weaving  factories,  common  soap,  leather  of  all  kinds, 
tamarinds,  medicinal  tinctures,  ticum,  in  whatever  form,  animal  hoofs, 
stearine  candles,  vinegar,  all  kinds  of  syrups  other  than  medicinal. 

On  the  principal  articles,  cotton,  sugar,  and  coffee,  a  reduction  of 
2  per  cent.;  these  alterations  will  come  into  operation  from  1st  of 
July,  1876. 

Port  Ciiargis. 

By  Law  No.  6,053,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  of 
January  instant,  the  anchorage  dues  to  which  foreign  merchant  vessels 
were  subject,  as  ^mU  as  the  dock  dues,  were  abolished,  and  a  tax,  called 
Importo  de  Pharoes,  or  lighthouse  dues,  substituted  therefor.      A 

*  The  esUmftte  of  expenditure  under  head  of  Colonization  in  this  year's  Budget 
wug  294,880  milreis,  or  82,766/.  sterling. 
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translation  of  this  law  is  herewith  appended,  from  which  will  be  seen 
a  long  list  of  articles  subject  to  a  double  rate  of  warehouse  rent,  a 
measure  adopted  eyidently  to  accelerate  the  removal  of  those  articles 
from  the  customs  warehouses. 

It  only  remains  to  record  the  remedy  introduced  as  the  result  of 
the  labours  of  the  commission  of  enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
decadence  of  agriculture,  namely,  the  passing  of  a  law  subsidizing 
central  schools  in  each  of  the  provinces,  and  an  hypothecation  bank  or 
banks  under  the  auspices  of  the  Government,  bub  the  capital  for  which 
is  expected  to  come  from  abroad.  The  fact  that  the  hypothecation  law 
of  Brazil  includes  slaves  and  their  offspring  amongst  the  chattels  to  be 
pledged,  renders  its  acceptation  in  England  impossible,  even  supposing 
that  no  other  disability  existed.  As,  however,  the  law  in  question  is 
complicated,  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  questions  that  would  arise  as 
to  the  rights  of  third  parties  to  the  various  descriptions  of  property 
pledged. 

Elxotbio  Teleobafh. 

In  December,  1874,  there  were  4,468  kilos,  of  line  working,  and  as 
the  wires  were  double  in  some  places  the  total  extent  amounted  to 
6,286  kilos.,  served  by  81  stations. 

The  revenue  was  174,961  milreis,  or  about  20,0007.,  against 
192,000  mibreis,  or  23,100/.  in  1873,  and  the  maintenance,  631,199 
milreis,  or  about  70,000/. 

In  re-construction,  about  12,300/.  was  expended ;  in  exploration  of 
new  lines,  about  38,000/.,  and  in  importation  of  material,  Ac,  from 
abroad,  about  12,000/.  Thus  the  revenue  for  the  past  year  was  some- 
thing  under  28  per  cent,  of  the  expenditure,  against  25  per  cent,  in 
1867,  21  per  cent,  in  1868,  26  per  cent,  in  1869,  32  per  cent,  in  1870, 
89  per  cent,  in  1871,  39  per  cent,  in  1872,  and  42  per  cent,  in  1873. 

The  principal  drawbacks  are  the  want  of  good  roads  and  a  code  of 
bye-laws  for  the  location  of  services  with  well  adapted  penalties. 
<]K)mplaint  is  also  made  of  the  gymnastic  propensities  of  the  native 
children,  who  amuse  themselves  by  climbing  the  posts  and  swinging  by 
the  wires ;  the  flying  of  kites,  which  become  entangled,  connect  the 
different  wires  and  interrupt  the  communication.  The  posts  also  are 
frequently  blown  down  by  violent  wind  storms ;  from  these  and  heavy 
«iin  192  cases  of  damage  resulted  in  1874. 

The  average  cost  of  maintenance  per  kilo,  is  about  5/.,  but  upon  the 
consolidation  of  all  the  ?arious  lines  and  the  regular  maintenance  of 
roads,  this  expenditure  it  is  thought  may  be  reduced  by  20  per  cent. 

A  reduction  in  the  tariff  is  recommended  on  the  grounds  that  the 
telegraph  must  be  made  available  to  the  population  which  is  not  only 
scattered  but  sparse  in  Brazil.  That  it  cannot  yet  be  expected  to  be  a 
source  of  revenue,  but  that  eventually  a  compensation  will  take  place 
which  will  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the  exchequer. 

Qekebal  Statistics. 

The  population,  according  to  last  census,  is  stated  at  9,700,189 
exclusive  of  several  provinces  of  which  1,476,567  are  slaves.  The 
empire  contains  244  cities^  441  boroughs,  and  about  900  villages. 

The  gross  annual  value  of  agricultural  produce  of  all  descriptions 
is  estimated  at  88,980,000/.  sterling,  of  which  the  value  of  the  exports 
amounted  to  about  16,500,000/.  sterling  in  1873. 

Sio  do  Janeiro,  December  31, 1875. 
[642]  3  a 
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C0MFA.BISON  of  the  Averages. 


Average  Value  of  each 
Five  Years. 


Compariaon  of  Yalue  each  Five  Tears. 


Per- 
centage. 


1853-4  to  1857-8 
1854-9  1862-3 
1863-4  1867-8 
1868-9      1872-3 


£ 

9,462,620 

11,722,220 

16,848,460 

19,591,440 


2nd  6  years  exceeds  1st  by 
8rd  6  years  exceeds  2nd  by 
4th  6  years  exceeds  3rd  by 
6th  6  years  exceeds  4th  by 


£ 

2,269,600 

3,621,240 

4.247.980 

10,188,820 


2401 

30-89 

27-68 

107-26 
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Eeoapitulatiok. 
Entebed. 


Finineial  Tears. 

Sailing. 

Steamei^ 

Total. 

Crew. 

1871-2  

1872-8  

1878-4  

1,087 
1,245 
1,100 

882 
804 
524 

1,419 
1,689 
1,624 

894,558 
1,089,896 
1,282,290 

82,082 
82,422 
89,030 

Clbabed. 

Financial  Tears. 

SaiUng. 

Steamers. 

TotaL 

Tonnage. 

Crew. 

1871-2  

1872-8  

1878-4   

669 
840 
790 

887 
404 
511 

1,006 
1,244 
1,801 

851,589 
1,097,117 
1,268,218 

27,295 
42,050 
86,867 
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BRAZIL. 


CoHPABATiYE  Quantities  of  Coffee  exported  between  187  L  and 
1874  inclusiye. 


DestinadoiL 


1874. 


1878. 


1872. 


1871. 


North  of  Europe^ 

Antwerp       

Bordeaux      ... 
Chmnnel  for  order  ... 
Great  Britain 

Hamburgh 

HaTTD 


Sweden  and  Norway 

South  of  Europe— 

Genoa 

Gibraltar  for  order ... 

Lisbon  

MarMilles     

Portugal       

United  States- 
Baltimore     

Boston  

Charlestown 

California     

Galveston     

Hampton  Boads 

Mobile  

New  Orleans 

New  York     

Port  Elixabeth 

Richmond     

Sandy  Hook 

Sarannah     

Without  destination 

St.  Thomas      

Cspe  of  Good  Hope    ... 

Plate  BiTer      

Valparaiso       

Vanoos  ports 

Ports  in  the  empire    ... 

Total 


Sa<&s. 

11,940 
60,202 
41,487 
264,799 
176,668 
161,645 
4,300 
26,999 


41,877 
82,966 
98,654 
139,697 
8,222 


253,045 

11,616 

9,248 

896 

26,881 

802,618 

45,860 

146,240 

663,671 

1^441 

4,000 

4,508 

18,907 

8,687 


Sacks. 


Sacks. 


Sacks. 


717,881 


816,416 


478,875 


269,414 


486,460 


282,488 


668,881 


818,884 


1,408,162 
27,814 
41,882 
89,480 
1,441 
64,641 
28,479 


1,408,162 
8,000 
14,194 
18,622 
166 
47,669 
21,380 


1,106,  n7 
21,218 
49,190 
28,820 
960 
76,887 
12,809 


1,865,8a 

19i755 

4,449 

229 

86,088 
4,982 


2,644,996 


1,984,670 


2,011,098 


2,857,961 


Decbee  No.  6,053,  abolishing  Anchobage  and  Dock  Ditss  and 

SUBSTITUTING  LIGHTHOUSE  Tax. 

Using  the  authorization  conferred  by  Article  XI.  of  Law  No.  2,670, 
of  October  20th  last,  I  am  pleased  to  order  that  the  following  pro- 
visions shall  be  observed  in  the  custom-houses  and  boards  of  revenue 
in  the  empire. 

Article  I.  The  anchorage  due  to  which  foreicn  merchant  vessels  are 
subject  in  the  ports  of  the  empire  and  the  dock  due  collected  by  the 
custom-house  of  Eio  de  Janeiro,  in  accordance  with  Decree  8,986,  of 
October  23rd,  1867,  Article  I.,  are  hereby  abolished. 

Article  II.  In  aid  of  the  expenditure  of  the  State  on  the  placing  of 
lights  and  buoys,  and  on  the  improvement  of  ports  and  of  navigations, 
a  due  called  Imposto  de  Phardes  (light  due)  shall  bo  collected  from 
foreign  vessels  entering  those  ports,  whether  such  vessels  come  from 
foreign  or  national  ports,  with  or  without  cargo,  simply  with  passengers 
or  colonists,  or  put  in  or  in  franquia,  in  the  following  proportions : — 


Of  20  milreifl  on  yessels  up  to 
80       „  „         over 

40       „ 
60 


200  tons 
200  up  to  400   „ 
400     „     700   „ 
700 


Section  I.  Steam  packets  of  regular  lines,  whether  coming  from 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BIO  DI  JAITEIBO.  793 

Europe,  North  America,  the  Pacific,  or  the  Biver  Plate,  direct  or  on 
retain,  shall  pay  the  due  in  only  the  two  first  Brazilian  ports  they 
enter ;  and  they  may  ask  oertificafces  thereof  to  ohfcain  exemption  from 
the  dne  in  any  other  porfcs  they  touch  at  during  the  same  voyage. 

Section  II.  The  due  is  not  leviahle  when  the  vessel  leaving  a  port 
wherein  it  had  paid  touches  at  or  enters  another  port  of  the  same 
province. 

Vessels  employed  in  the  minor  coasting  trade,  that  is,  in  navisation 
between  ports  of  the  same  province,  shall  pay  the  tax  they  are  lis^le  to 
only  once  in  each  half  vear. 

Section  III.  Yossels  which  have  already  paid  anchorage  dues  six 
times  during  the  first  half  (tTuly  to  December)  of  the  current  financial 
year,  shall  not  be  liable  to  this  light  due  in  the  second  half  of  the  same 
year  (January  to  July,  1876). 

Section  IV.  In  collecting  the  tax  on  each  vessel,  the  burden  shown 
by  the  register,  passport,  or  similar  document,  shall  be  accepted ;  and  in 
default  thereof,  or  in  case  the  measurement  is  not  in  tons,  the  custom- 
house of  the  port  of  entry  shall  ascertain  the  capacity  of  the  ship,  and 
collect  the  tax  according  to  its  burden  in  tons  of  2*83  cubic  metres. 

Article  III.  The  inspectors  of  the  custom-houses  shall  draw  up  a 
table  of  the  times  within  which  vessels  alongside  the  quays  for  loading 
or  unloading  or  stationed  in  the  dock,  must  finish  their  work  and 
withdraw.  The  commanders  of  those  not  finishing  within  the  time 
fixed  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  20  milreis  to  200  milreis  each  day  of 
delay,  at  the  judgment  of  the  inspector,  save  unavoidable  cases  duly 
proveid  to  him. 

Article  lY.  The  warehouse  rent  on  the  articles  declared  in  the 
tBcheduie  annexed  to  this  Decree  shall  be  computed  and  levied  at  double 
the  rates  fixed  bv  Article  II.  of  Decree  5,474  of  November  26th,  1873. 

Article  Y.  The  import  additional  duties  of  40  per  cent.,  fixed  by 
Article  II.  of  the  preliminary  provisions  of  the  tariff  promulgated 
with  Decree  5,580  of  March  31st,  1874,  shall  be  collected  at  the  rate 
of  45  per  cent.,  until  by  law  the  annual  decrease  of  this  tax  be  decreed 
in  accordanoe  with  Article  XI.,  No.  3,  of  Law  2,348  of  August  25th, 
1878. 

Article  YI.  The  provisions  of  the  present  decree  shall  have  force  in 
the  custom-house  of  Hio  de  Janeiro  from  the  1st  of  January  next,  and 
in  the  other  custom-houses  and  boards  of  revenue  on  the  day  ordered  by 
the  Minister  of  Finance. 

Article  YII.  All  contrary  provisions  are  revoked. 

Baron  de  Cotegipe  of  my  council.  Senator  of  the  Empire,  Minister 
and  Secretary  of  State  and  interiuely  of  Affairs  of  Finance,  and  Pre- 
sident of  the  Tribunal  of  the  National  Treasury*  so  have  understood 
and  executed.  Palace  of  £io  de  Janeire,  December  13th,  1873,  54th  of 
Independence  and  Empire. 

with  the  signature  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor. 

Babok  db  Cotegipe. 
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MsMouJi^Kex  specifiod  uBifer  Ai#Me  lY.  -of  Vmene  fl^OSS 
Beo«nber»  1825, 4«i  whkli  s  DomUe  JOale  of  OnsiMUi  < W^ 


al  mk 


Ste«l  in  ev^iy  ton. 

StATW  ftnr  making  cadoL 

AlabMter,  marble,  poif^hgriy  in  'Mk 

and  works. 
.Al0nbM%  f^yliiidiW^  (^nMnlafl^  aiid 

cilher  appanuta^B  and   maohinaiy 

appnrtenianoes. 
Tar  of  all  descriptions. 
Ale<^   and   spirHa  of  aU   Mnda, 

Oognae  wkisky,  bmndy,  gin  in  Qaam 
AlkA,  k^,  and  aU  oiker  forage. 
Cotton  in  bales  and  all  other  forms. 
Bird  seed  of  all  descviptionB. 
'Wkite  lead  of  all  descriptions. 
Hawsers  and  small  cables. 
Bnunlnnts. 
▲nohm  of  aUJdndB. 
HesabiM. 
Torckea. 

SUtee  of  aU  kinds. 
Mooldiog  elay. 
Armament. 
Blee,  kaaa^  Indian  ooon^  wd  «Uiar 


Ckuaur  of  all  dttOKintiana. 

0Ut«8. 

Sine -in  erery  fnnn« 

Datik  titos,  ^raae^  «nd  att  iraikB  ka 

Codfiab  and  all  aUi«m  in  pickle  or 

salted. 
Cartridges,  torpedoes,  gnn  e^ps,  and 

all    inflammable    snbtlanoes    w 

nrliclea  of  warium. 
SnbeaikQoato  of jwitaminni 
Potatoes. 

Yflne  or  oil  leea. 

All  kinds  of  repe. 
„  game. 
„         qnick  lime. 

Lead,  iron,  or  clay  piping. 

Meat  and  other  animal  product,  diy, 
salted,  or  pickled,  or  pat  up  in  any 
otker  way. 

Carriages  and  all  rekioles  of  pas- 
senger traffic  and  tkeir  belongings. 

Kinenl  or  regetable  charcoal  and  peat. 

Onions  and  garlic. 

Wax  in  all  forms. 

Beer,  ^der,  and  other  fbrmentatire 
liqnors. 

Horns,  bones,  and  nails. 

Lead  in  eveiy  form. 

Cement. 

Copper  in  eveiy  form. 

Glne  in  eyery  form. 

Preserves  for  food. 

Cordage  of  all  kinds. 

Chains  and  iron  cables. 

Cork  in  erery  form. 

Hides  or  skins  of  all  kinds. 


cauok. 

Homehair  or  TqgetaMe  h^. 

DriH^i^  medleineSk  ^nd  genaH%  ill 

chemical  or  mineral  prodocli. 
XIn  of  every  kind. 
Straw  mats  of  all  kinds. 
Oakum  of  all  kin^ 
Bran  and  stubble. 
nonnrfaUUttaa. 
Pelt 
I>en  in  kaf%  ptetee,  and  Al  .kia4|, 

wbetlier  wrought  or  othenriso* 
Tin  plates  of  all  kinds. 
Blacksmith's  bellows  and  others. 
Fruits,  dry  and  preeerved,  efall  kiidia. 
Tobaeco  in  aU  fenns. 
Bottles  in  nUlorM. 
Plaster. 
Crates, 

Grease  in  angr  fonn. 
Guano. 
Ouie^  widcer. 
Biassinall  finms. 
Vegetables  of  all  kinds, 
liqueurs  of  all  kinds. 
FIaz  in  every  form. 
Earthenware  of  all  kinds. 
Paving  stones  of  all  kinds. 
Haohineiy  or  implesMBti  flf  ittiti 

for  nOlwaj^,  ships,  mmnfntello» 

and  others. 
Timber  in  eveiy  foop. 
Botter. 

Artieles  of  food. 
OofarcefaU  kinds. 
Oila. 
Straw,  Esparto,  Cairo,  Pita,  Peassqivi. 

and  other  filaoeotus  actleles  in.eviery 

form. 
Tuotbpieks. 
^Ek^taulhi  of  eveigr  dsscftpUon  lad 

for  all  purpessfc 
Paper  of  all  sorts. 
L^lgings. 

Granite  and  all  kinds  of  stone. 
Pipes,  barrels,  cai^  tubs,  and  all  sack. 
Shoe  powder. 
Potassium. 
Cheese. 

Oars  and  boat  hooks. 
Besin  of  all  descriptions,  kowever 

put  up. 
Soap,  common  or  washing. 
Salt  of  all  sorts. 
TUes  and  bricks  of  any  kind. 
Ink  of  every  description,  and  kowever 

put  up. 
Bacon. 

Bags^  borders,  sheds^  Ac.,  of  all  kinds. 
Candles  of  all  kinds. 
Yamish  of  eveiy  kind. 
Glass  of  all  kinds. 
Wine  or  any  other  Efpirituous  liquors. 


Eio  de  Janeiro^  December  13,  1875. 
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CHILE. 

COQUIMBO. 

depart  hy  Qmsul  Qrientm  on  the  Trade  and  Oomwierce  qf  Coqmimbo 
for  ike  Tear  1876. 

The  port  of  Coquimbo  is  oue  of  the  fineat  bays  on  the  west  coast  of 
America.  Large  ships  cnn  moor  close  to  the  shore,  and  smaller  vessels, 
such  as  brigs  and  schooners,  often  discharge  at  the  railway  whanres, 
and  from  the  generally  fine  weather  throughout  the  year,  vessek  get 
qniok  despatch. 

By  the  census  taken  in  1875,  the  province  of  Coquimbo  contains 
over  157,460  inhabitants,  the  department  12,645,  and  the  port  5,000. 

Coquimbo  is  principally  a  copper  producing  district,  as  will  be  seen 
by  ilid  tables  hereafter  given.  Guayacan  smelting  works,  situated  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Bay  of  Herradura,  and  separated  by  a  ne<dc  of 
land  about  1^  miles  across,  is  one  of  the  lar^st  copper  producing 
establishments  in  the  world.  The  population  ol  the  worxs  and  village 
amounts  to  2,000  souls. 

SHippive. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  following  tables  of  shipping,  no  vessels  hare 
been  cleared  direct,  as  they  have  all  had  to  load  or  finish  loading  at 
other  ports.  The  reason  of  this  is  that  nearly  all  the  copper,  which  is 
refined  in  ingots  of  99  per  cent.,  or  nearly  pure,  or  in  bars  06  and  97 
per  cent.,  is  sent  to  Europe  by  the  large  steamers  of  the  Pacific  Steam 
i^avigation  Company,  vi4  the  Straits  of  Magellan.  Also,  although  the 
tables  show  little  difierenee  in  the  tonnage  of  sailing  vessels,  it  is  no 
guide  to  the  increasing  trade  of  the  place,  as  the  above-mentioned 
steam  company  have  also  a  regular  line  of  coasting  steamers  of  2,000 
tons  each,  running  between  Ctillao  and  Valparaiso,  which  call  here 
t?rice  weekly  each  way.  A  Chilian  company  touch  once  a  week  each 
way,  besides  several  other  steamers  running;  irregularly.  Those 
steamers  bring"  heavy  cargoes,  as  most  of  the  merchandize,  machinery, 
ke.^  generally  is  landed  at  Valparaiso  first. 

Shipping  for  1874-5. 


BritkhSUpnisg. 

Entered. 

Oetrw!. 

VeMeli. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

1874— 

Dfrtcttivde          

Indirect  „            

niTecttnde         

Indirect  d            •*.       ... 

43 

18 

JO 

13 

23,181 
4,351 

21,699 
8,940 

647 
142 

669 
186 

58 
M 

2«;*4« 
26,664 

740 
776 
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Retuen  of  Foreign  Shipping  for  1875. 


Entered. 

NationaUty. 

Direct  Trade. 

Indirect  Trade. 

Total. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

North  America 

7 

9,062 

13 

963 

20 

10,016 

208 

French    

7 

5,00S 

... 

... 

7 

6,003 

187 

ChiUan 

».• 

... 

... 

49 

8,728 

49 

8,728 

679 

Italian 

... 

21 

1,449 

21 

1,449 

48 

German 

„ 

... 

... 

4 

918 

... 

4 

918 

86 

Quatemala        

„ 

... 

21 

6,463 

21 

6,463 

212 

Nicaragua        

„ 

... 

22 

3,989 

22 

8,989 

178 

PeruTlan          

8 

692 

8 

692 

67 

Swedish 

1 

1,133 

... 

... 

1 

1,183 

19 

Belgian 

1 

639 

... 

... 

... 

••• 

1 

639 

16 

BoenotAyres 

... 

1 

221 

1 

221 

7 

Total         

16 

16,737 

134 

22,413 

... 

160 

88,160 

1»600 

As  before  mentioned  this  does  not  include  264  calls  of  the  steamers 
of  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  and  about  140  of  Chilian 
steamers. 

Copper. 

The  exportation  of  copper  and  regains  for  1874  has  been  a? 
follows : — 


From. 

To  England. 

Franco. 

Coastwise. 

Copper. 

Regains. 

Copper. 

SUver. 

Copper. 

Coqmmbo 

Gnayacaii 

Tongoy 

Tortorilillo 

Tons. 
2,836 

2,724 
46 

Tons. 

106 

52 

Tons. 
1,447 

90 

Cwfc. 
16 
« * 

•  ■ 

Tons. 
72 

Total 

13,834 

158 

1,637 

16 

72 

There  is  an  export  duty  levied  here  on  copper  of  6  dol.  per  ton. 

Formerly  the  princioal  trade  from  here  was  carried  on  between 
Swansea  and  Liverpool,  l)ut  siuce  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany established  a  line  of  steamers  to  Europe,  via  Straits  of  Magellan, 
most  of  the  cupper  is  taken  to  Liverpool  and  Bordeaux,  a  small  quantity 
going  by  Panama. 

There  are  over  250  copper  mines  in  the  province,  and  a  great 
number  of  Englishmen  are  at  work  on  them,  but  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain  the  number  yet,  on  account  of  their  being  scattered  so 
much,  and  the  means  of  communication  being  difficult. 

The  principal  copper  smelting  establishments  in  the  province  are : — 

Owners. 

*  Gnayacan        Messni.  Urmenetoand'Errazoriz. 

Tongoy 

PamilcUlo An  English  limited  llabilitv  company. 

Tortorilillo Messrs.  Vicuflt,  Munez,  and  Co. 

Coquimbo Messrs.  A.  Edwards  and  Co. 
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During  the  last  few  years  a  large  trade  bas  arisen  in  the  exportation 
of  cattle  to  the  northern  ports  of  the  republic,  and  to  Bolivia  and  Peru, 
as  far  as  Callao.  As  regards  farm  jyroduce,  the  valleys  of  Elqui,  Ovalle, 
and  limarii  couM  supply  the  province,  but  the  growing  of  hay  is  so 
macb  easier  produced,  with  less  expense,  and  pays  so  much  better  than 
general  crops,  that  it  is  the  principal  article  cultivated,  flour,  grain, 
potatoes,  Ac.,  being  imported  irom  the  southern  parts  of  Chile.  The 
system  of  farming  is  carried  on  by  irrigation.  The  lucerne  plant, 
ftom  which  the  hay  is  grown,  seems  peculiarly  adapted  for  light,  dry, 
aandy  soils,  irrigated  on  the  surface ;  and  I  understand  that  in  wet, 
dayey  soils  the  root  rots,  and  the  plant  dies.  Over  four  crops  of  hay 
«an  be  cut  each  year.  The  rainfall  for  the  last  eight  years  averages 
only  305  inches,  so  the  farmer  depends  on  the  quantity  of  snow  which 
fiiUs  in  the  Cordilleras  to  supply  the  rivers  for  irrigating  his  land. 


ExpoBTATiow  of  Oxen  and  Hay. 



Oxen. 

Hay. 

1874 
1875 

Namber. 
6,791 
4,782 

Tons. 
2,596 
2,400 

La  Serena,  the  capital  of  the  province,  is  situated  on  the  north-east 
side  of  Coquimbo  Bay,  and  about  one  mile  from  the  sea,  and  has  a 
population  of  about  15,000 ;  it  is  a  place  of  little  trade,  but  is  the  resi- 
dence of  the  intendente  of  the  province.  There  are  also  two  branch 
banks,  one  of  the  Banco  Nacional  de  Chile,  and  the  other  of  Messrs.  A. 
Edwards  and  Co.,  of  Valparaiso,  whose  business  is  principally  with  the 
farmers  and  miners. 

A  fine  bro^  gauge  railway  runs  from  Coquimbo  to  Ovalle,  a  distance 
of  63  miles,  through  a  good  mineral  district,  branches  from  which  run  to 
Panulcillo  and  Guayacan.  A  branch  also  runs  from  Coquimbo,  by 
Serena,  to  the  smelting  establishment  at  the  Compania,  distance  11 
miles. 

Public  education  is  well  attended  to,  there  being  in  this  port  alone 
two  free  schools  for  girls  and  three  for  boys,  books,  paper,  &c.,  being 
free  also. 

Mechanics  who  come  out  here  under  contract  can  live  very  well  and 
save  money,  as  provisions  are  moderate  in  price,  and  beef,  vegetables, 
&c.,  are  cheaper  here  than  at  home,  but  it  would  be  unadvisable  for 
mechanics  to  come  here  looking  for  work,  as  the  demand  is  very 
limited. 

Coquimbo,  January  16, 1870. 
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VALPAEAISO. 

Beport  hf  Qmsul  DrummmiSay  on  the  Trade  omd  Oommeree  qf 
Valparaiso  far  the  years  1878, 1874,  and  1875. 

The  commerce  and  industiy  of  Chile,  during  the  ktt  two  or  three 
years,  have  been  eubjeoted  to  one  of  l^oae  financial  maladies  that  attaok 
m>m  time  to  time  every  commercial  commanitf .  Sudi  malady  is  here 
frequently  termed  a  crisis,  though  such  name  is  surely  erroneous,  a«  a 
tightness  in  the  money  market  that  has  not  come  to  its  worst  sta^  is 
almost  the  reverse  of  a  crisis.  It  is  al&o  worthy  of  note  that  little 
evidence  of  such  a  state  of  commercial  affairs  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Government  statistical  publication  of  the  years  1873  and  1874.  I  find 
also  from  the  totals  of  custom-house  receipts  for  1875,  details  of  which 
are  not  yet  published,  that  the  total  sum  received  for  custom  dues  in 
that  year  (8,083,150  dol.)  exceeds  by  about  200,000  dol.  that  of  1874. 

It  must  not,  howevtT,  be  therefore  concluded  that  the  complaints  of 
merchants  and  traders  are  unreal,  or  based  on  insufficient  grounds,  for 
there  nre  various  considerations  whicli  should  be  taken  into  account  as 
modifying  the  favourable  construction  drawn  from  perusal  of  the 
Government  statistics. 

The  increased  yield  of  custom  house  dues  is  not  owing  so  greatly 
to  increased  consumption  of  foreign  produce  in  the  country  during  the 
last  three  years,  but  rather  to  the  nigher  duties  levied  on  many  articles 
since  the  revised  tariff  came  into  operation  in  1874,  as  well  as  to  the 
increased  strictness  of  the  custom-house  officials  in  collecting  the  dues. 
It  was  formerly  a  practice  to  despatch  and  pay  duties  in  smaller  ports 
of  the  republic  on  goods  which  were  afterwards  brou^t  duty  paid  to 
Valparaiso  ;  this  custom,  which  showed  a  great  amount  of  leniency,  less 
knowledge  of  merchandize  imported,  or  imperfect  supervision  from  the 
head  customs  authorities,  seems  now  to  have  been  brought  to  a  close 
to  the  benefit  cf  the  national  income  and  the  integritv  of  trade. 

Another  reliable  evidence  of  the  abnormal  state  of  business  in  Chile 
during  the  last  few  years,  is,  the  state  of  exchange  on  Europe.  Formerly 
the  normal  type  of  exchange  on  England  was  3«.  9d.  per  Chili  dollar, 
and  the  custom  of  importers  in  calculating  cost  of  foreign  goods  has 
been  to  take  that  rate.  From  1863  to  1873  the  difference  of  exchange 
was  almost  invariably  in  favour  of  the  merchant  resident  in  Chile, 
whose  exchange  account,  based  on  the  supposed  normal  rate  of  3*.  9d. 
to  the  dollar,  always  showed  a  favourable  balance  in  the  year.  Now, 
however,  a  new  state  of  things  has  begun  to  be  felt;  exchange  has 
fallen  low,  and  to  large  importers,  the  difference  between  3*.  lOd,  to 
8*.  Ud.  and  the  present  rate  of  3.*.  Gd.,  must  represent  in  many  cases, 
a  loss  of  all,  or  a  great  part,  of  the  profits  on  the  article  imported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exchange  per  dollar  at  Valparaiso,  for 
bills  drawn  on  England  at  90  days'  sight  during  the  last  three  years : — 
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9.   d. 

tWn.Hm  •  10 

itaifiiik        «  •* 

Oildbir ,         „         ^^  41  » 

ITovevUr    «^        8  94 

i^eoeiober    ••        •• 8  9 

lS74.9b7  ..        ..  8  81 

8epte»l»«r 8  8( 

OtWbar       8  8i 

imLJtedi  8  8 

AjfrX 8  8i 

J^vae*.        ••        , 8  8 

My 8  7i 

1876.  Febnmiy «,        ,.  8  7 

MaidiT        8  6 

M      18 8  8* 

(^le  of  the  principal  oausc^  of  the  fall  of  exchange  ou  Buglaad,  is 
fta  decapaa—  in  the  Talue  of  ail?er,  aad  aa  the  standard  mooiey  of  Chile 
18  the  ttlvar  dollar,  the  coin  of  the  country  haa  dimioiahod  in  Talue  to 
tlM  aiteiit  of  the  fiiill  in  ailver. 

In  order  to  account  for  the  state  of  depression  from  which  U»e  com- 
asgroe  in  Chile  is  now  suffering,  it  is  neoeesary  here  to  relate  suoeinotly 
the  eonunereial  history  of  tl^  country  for  several  years  back.  The 
dselaratMHii  of  war  and  the  blockade  of  Chilian  ports»  declaMd  by  Spain 
in  lS65y  though  the  occasion  of  much  local  and  temporary  ineonvenieace, 
vaa  somewhat  the  means  of  dereloping  the  resources  of  the  country. 
The  immediate  effects  of  the  state  of  hostilities  was  to  place  the 
Qofetmaent  in  pecuniary  straits,  and  an  appeal  was  made  to  the 
mtriotiam  of  the  country  and  the  confidence  of  the  for^gn  residents, 
9j  the  raising  of  an  internal  loan,  which  was  effected  without  difficulty ;. 
ait  that  time  there  existed  in  Valparaiso  and  Santiago  some  few  private 
banka  and  one  joint  stock  bank,  the  Banco  de  Valparaiso.  These  banks 
woriced  a  very  limited  business  and  did  not  issue  notes,  the  bankini; 

System  being  at  that  time  very  imperfectly  developed  in  Chile. 
imultaneously,  however,  with  the  outbreak  of  the  war  alluded  to,  the 
Banco*  Nacional  de  Chile  was  established  as  a  joint  stock  bank,  and  has- 
been,  and  continues  to  be,  one  of  the  best  conducted,  and  is  now 
perhaps  the  most  important  establisiiment  of  its  kiod  in  South  America. 
As  the  banks  were  large  contributors  to  the  loan,  and  as  the  blockade^ 
brought  with  it  serious  monetary  embarrassments,  the  Government 
sanctioned  the  issue  of  notes  by  the  banks,  and  gave  this  paper  tlie 
l^vilege  of  being  received  as  cash  in  the  Government  offices.  The 
first  notes  issued  in  Chile,  witii  one  unimportant  exception,  were  issued 
by  the  principal  banks  of  Yalparaiso  on  the  credit  of  Government  bonds 
purchased  by  them,  and  in  the  joint  name  of  the  three  banks.  Banco 
de  Valparaiso,  Banco  Nacional  de  Cliile,  and  A.  Edwards  and  Co.,  a 
measure  needed  perhaps  at  first,  in  order  to  inspire  confideq/ce  in  a 
country  where  this  important  branch  of  banking  business  was  practically 
unknown.  These  notes  were  so  well  received  by  the  public,  that, 
before  the  expiration  of  a  year,  each  bank  began  to  issue  on  its  own 
account,  and  the  notes  so  issued  have  now  become  the  principal  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country.  The  original  joint  notes  were  called  in, 
and  owing  to  the  precautions  taken  by  the  Government,  and  the  sound- 
ness and  good  management  of  the  various  banks,  the  paper  money  of 
the  country  has^  up  to  the  present  time,  suffered  no  depreciation  of 
value. 

*  The  National  Bank  commeneed  operations  on  the  let  September,  1865,  and  the 
Spanish  declaration  of  war  was  made  on  September  18  of  the  same  year. 
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Since  the  year  1865-66  not  only  bare  sereral  new  joint  stock  banks 
been  founded,  but  the  older  ones  have  established  branches  in  all  the 
principal  towns  and  ports,  and  have  by  so  doing  contributed  much  to 
the  development  of  the  commerce  of  the  count^  in  subsequent  years* 
"From  1865-66  the  commerce  of  Chile  yearly  increased  until  1878,  but 
since  that  year  it  has  been  rather  diminishing,  a  result  of  yarious  causes, 
of  which  the  two  following  may  be  considered  the  principal  :-«> 

First. — ^The  collapse  of  the  nitrate  of  soda  industry  in  Iquique. 
This  industry,  as  stated  in  my  former  reports,  has  been  almost  exclu- 
sively in  the  hands  of  Valparaiso  merchants,  and  has  formed  one  of  the 
most  important  articles  of  return  from  this  country  to  Europe.  The 
great  demaud  and  hi^h  price  of  nitrate  of  soda  in  the  first  three  years 
of  the  present  decaoe,  led  to  the  formation  of  many  new  houses  and 
many  joint  stock  companies,  for  the  elaboration  of  the  nitrate  from  the 
crude  mineral.  In  1872  this  speculation  became  a  mania,  and  several 
bubble  companies  were  formed;  which  shortly  collapsed  and  caused  the 
ruin  of  many  speculators.  Moreover,  the  apparent  injudicious  acts  of 
the  Peruvian  Government — referred  to  in  my  former  report— the  raising 
of  the  export  dues  on  nitrate  of  soda,  the  establishment  of  a  Govern- 
ment monopoly  of  the  article,  together  with  an  excessive  production, 
which  glutted  the  European  markets,  brought  about  the  depreciation  of 
value.  These  causes  have  acted  in  so  ruinous  a  manner  on  the  nitrate 
of  soda  industry,  that,  not  only  the  bubble  companies  referred  to  above, 
but  many  bond  fide  ones  have  collapsed,  and  the  wealthy  companies  and 
houses  have  since  1872-73  been  working  at  a  loss.  As  there  are,  at 
the  lowest  computation,  15,000,000  dol.  of  what  may  be  termed  Chilian 
capital  invested  in  the  nitrate  business  in  the  Iquique  district,  the 
collapse  of  so  important  an  industry  has  acted  unfavourably  on  the 
commerce  of  the  country  by  temporary  or  permanent  loss  oi  capital, 
and  by  the  fall  of  exchange  on  England,  arising  partly  from  the  scarcity 
of  return  cargoes.  x 

Secondly. — The  discoverv  of  the  Caracoles  Silver  Mines  in  the  south 
of  Bolivia  in  1871-72  has  also  played  an  important  part  in  the  present 
stagnation  of  business  in  Chile.  This  discovery,  made  at  a  time  when 
commerce  was  flourishing  and  money  plentiful,  acted  as  an  unwholesome 
stimulus  to  speculation. 

The  formation  of  joint  stock  companies  became  for  some  time  the 
principal  business  of  the  day,  and  as  has  frequently  occurred  in  parallel 
cases,  many  of  the  companies  were  fraudulent,  many  more  of  doubtful 
origin,  and  the  gross  result  has  been  that  over  30,000,000  dol.  of  capital, 
principally  subscribed  in  Valparaiso,  have  been  raised  for  investment,  it 
may  be  said,  in  the  desert  of  Atacama,  and  although  such  of  the  funds 
as  were  legitimatelv  employed  have  on  the  whole  brought  a  handsome 
return,  and  many  have  been  enriched,  the  yield  on  the  gross  amount 
subscribed  has  barely  covered  loss  of  interest.  Of  the  sums  gained  by 
speculators  in  the  early  days  of  the  Caracoles  mania,  much  was  spent 
in  unproductive  outlay  in  that  district,  or  squandered  in  luxury  and 
ostentation,  whilst  many  merchants  and  private  families  have  been 
brought  to  the  verge  of  ruin,  or  had  their  resources  permanently 
cripnled. 

1'he  reaction  that  set  in  in  1873-74i  is  still  going  on,  and  is  likely  to 
continue  for  some  time  to  come,  as  the  profits  on  the  great  staples  of 
Chile — copper  and  wheat — cannot  be  artificially  enhanced  to  replace 
the  losses  on  bubble  companies. 

It  should,  however,  be  noted  that  though  the  production  of  Caracoles 
silver,  with  that  from  the  Nevada,  has,  with  the  late  large  flow  of  silver 
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from  other  aoarces  on  the  money  markets,  undoubtedly  contributed  to 
the  depreciation  of  that  currency,  it  is  admitted  that  the  legitimate 
companies  interested  in  the  Caracoles  mines  haye  seryed,  to  some 
extent,  to  mitigate  the  general  effect  of  the  present  great  stagnation  of 
business  in  this  country. 

Something  may  be  learned  about  the  actual  state  of  Chilian  com- 
merce from  the  following  comparative  banking  statistics,  which  I  hare 
procured  for  the  years  1873-74-75 : — 
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Obsebtatiohs  ok  the  Vabiotts  Bakes  of  Chile. 

Banco  Nacional  do  Chile,  head  office  in  Valparaiso,  haa  seven 
branch  offices. 

Banco  Valparaiso,  head  office  iu  Valparaiso,  has  ten  branch  offices. 

A.  Edwards  and  Co.,  head  office  in  Valparaiso,  has  one  branch  office* 

Banco  Nacional  de  Bolivia,  head  office  in  Valparaiso,  has  five  branch 
offices. 

The  branch  offices  of  the  latter  bank  are  established,  one  at  Anto- 
fagasta  and  four  in  the  interior  ;  its  principal  transactions  are  made  at 
Valparaiso,  with  the  exception  of  tne  circulation  of  notes,  which  i» 
confined  to  Bolivia. 

Banco  Agricola,  head  office  in  Santiago,  with  agency  in  Valparaiso* 

Assa  and  Co.,  only  office  in  Santiago. 

Banco  de  Fobre,  only  office  in  Santiago. 

D.  Matte  and  Co.,  only  office  in  Santiago. 

Banco  de  la  Alianza,  only  office  in  Santiago. 

Banco  Mobiliario,  only  office  in  Santiago. 

Banco  de  Concepcion,  head  office  in  Concepcion,  has  one  branch 
office. 

The  banks  above  mentioned,  with  one  unimportant  exception,  are 
all  the  banks  of  issue  that  exist  in  Chile.  There  are  also  some  private 
banks  that  do  not  issue  notes,  but  their  transactions  are  solely  im- 
portant commercially,  and  do  not  materiallv  affi^ct  the  financial  state  of 
the  market.  The  banking  business  in  Chile  may  be  considered  to  be 
wisely  and  soundly  conducted.  All  banks  of  issue  are  subject  to  visits 
of  a  Government  commissioner,  and  have  to  forward  a  balance  sheet 
each  month  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  which  is  afterwards 
published  in  the  official  paper,  the  "  Arancano."  No  bank  is  allowed 
to  issue  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  its  paid-up  capital. 

The  Banco  Nacional  de  Chile  has  no  official  connection  with  Govern- 
ment, but  has  for  the  last  two  years  kept  the  treasury  balances,  and 
has  become  the  agent  of  Government  in  its  foreign  transactions.  This 
bank  is  conducted  strictly  on  the  Scotch  system,  a  mixed  Scotch  and 
English  sjstem  bein^  adopted  by  the  Banco  de  Valparaiso  and  the 
Banco  Nacional  de  Bmivia.  The  joint  stock  banks  are  on  the  limited 
liability  system,  the  paid-up  capital  being  generally  25  per  cent,  of  the 
subocnbea  capital,  the  remaining  75  per  cent,  is  a  kind  of  reserve  to  be 
solely  called  up  in  cases  of  very  serious  losses  or  of  anv  other  urgency 
for  increasing  the  paid-up  capital ;  such  a  contingoncy  has  not  however 
occurred  in  Chile.  The  private  banks  are  old  established  houses,  and 
are  considered  to  be  eafe  and  well  managed. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Government  regulations  with  respect  to 
the  banks  of  the  country  are  judicious  and  praiseworthy,  though  it 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  their  evasion  would  be  difficult  if  attempted 
by  unprincipled  speculators.  No  such  fraudulent  attempt  has  yet 
happened  in  this  country,  and  it  must  be  evident  to  any  foreigner  who> 
stauies  the  financial  condition  of  Chile,  that  the  sound  as  well  as  rapid 
development  of  its  banking  svstem  reflects  great  credit  on  the  existing 
institutions,  as  well  as  upon  the  commercial  tact  and  prudence  of  the 
mercantile  community. 

The  rate  of  interest  has  always  ruled  somewhat  high  in  Chile^ 
especialljr  since  1878,  and  in  consequence  all  the  banks  allow  interests 
on  deposits,  inclusive  of  deposits  at  sight. 

The  present  rate  for  deposits  is  as  follows : — 
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The  banks  charge  from  10  to  12  per  cent,  for  loans  and  discounts 
according  to  the  time  required. 

The  mention  of  banking  business  leads  naturally  to  that  of  invest- 
ments,  which  apart  from  mercantile  business  may  be  divided  into  four 
classes,  tIz.  : — 

1.  JBank  Shares. — These  are  not  generally  available  for  foreigners, 
as  the  directors  of  the  banks  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of 
selecting  their  shareholders,  and  of  rejecting  those  applicants  who  have 
not  property  in  Chile  sufficient  to  respond  for  tne  75  per  cent, 
remaning  as  guarantee  on  each  share. 

2.  Sank  DeposiU. — ^The  Valparaiso  banks  receive  funds  at  the 
highest  interest  for  deposits,  and  in  case  of  the  depositor  residing 
abroad  they  liquidate  the  interest  every  six  months,  ana  remit  it  or  add 
it  to  the  capital  at  the  option  of  the  depositor,  and  without  any  charge 
for  commission.  This  is  a  very  profitable  investment,  and  unless 
some  great  and  unexpected  calamity  should  overtake  the  country, 
may  be  considered  a  very  safe  one. 

The  Oriental  Bank  Corporation  is  agent  in  London  for  some  of  the 
Valparaiso  Banks. 

3.  Oovemment  Bonds, — ^Theso  are  considered  to  be  a  perfectly  safe 
investment,  being  guaranteed  by  the  public  revenues  of  a  country 
which  has  not  only  shown  the  strictest  good  faith  to  its  creditors  but 
has  managed  its  financial  affairs  with  great  discretion  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  tranquillity  of  the  country,  its  avoidance  of  wars,  and  of 
reckless  and  unremunerative  expenditure  are  the  best  guarantees  of 
it  solvency. 

The  bonds  referred  to  are  of  three  classes,  viz. : — 

Per  cent 
Debt  of  1837,  S  per  cent.,  now  quoted  at  . .  89} 

„      1866,8  „  „        „        ..    lOOtolOOi 

„      1861-78  6     „  „        „        ..     92        78 

The  latter  are  exclusively  for  railway  constructions,  and  bear  five 
different  dates,  varying  slightly  in  conditions  and  consequent  market 
value. 

4.  Bands  of  the  Caja  Hipotecaria  and  Banco  Oarantizados  de 
Valores. — These  are  banks  ot  mortgage  which  issue  their  bonds  on 
security  of  real  estate,  and  are  considered  by  the  resident  capitalists, 
both  native  and  foreign,  as  most  safe  and  excellent  investments.  A 
pamphlet,  ably  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Arthur  Price,  sharebroker  of  this  city, 
and  published  in  1875,  conveys  ample  information  with  respect  to 
investments  in  Chilean  Government  and  mortgage  bonds. 

The  Chilean  statistic  office  established  at  Valparaiso,  has  issued 
during  the  last  two  years  improved  detailed  reports  on  the  commerce  of 
the  country,  these  publications  have  been  widely  and  gratuitously 
circulated,  and  are  easily  obtained  by  anv  applicant.  From  the  official 
data  thus  given,  I  extract  some  figures  which  cannot  fail  to  be  interest- 
ing, as  showing  the  comparative  movement  of  the  trade  of  the  country 
during  the  years  1873  and  1874 : — 

Dollars. 
Total  value  of  hnports  from  Chile,  1878   . .     87,928,427 
„        1874    ..     88,417,729 

Increase         489,230 
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Total  vabie  of  exports  froro  Chile,  18T3 
„     1874 


Decreue 


DolUnu 
88,268,795 
86,540,609 

1,728,186 


According  to  separate  classified  tables  the  difference  between  the 
two  years  on  the  principal  articles  of  import  is  as  follows  :— 


TexUIe  hMca 

Cattle 

Machinery  and  toolfr 

Bar^  pig  and  sheet  iron 

Silver  ores  . . 

Coin,  silyer  and  gold 

Yellow  metal 

Hardware   .. 

Bice 

Ssgar 
Coffee 

Tea 

Paragnaj  mat6 
Spirits 

Wine  and  beer 
Coal 

Leathern  shoes 
Tobacco  and  cigars 
Jewellery  .. 
Books 

Glass  and  crockery 
Tallow  and  candles 
Paraffine    . . 
Matches 
Timber 

Assorted  provisions 
Hats,  straw  and  felt 
Dmgs 

Produce  of  fisheries 
Paper 
Pianos 
Sundries     . . 
Bugs 

BlaaUag  power      •• 
Diffezence  ..   ■ 


Inereaae  1874. 

Decrease  1874. 

BoUani. 

Dollars. 

. , 

775,000 

• . 

285,800 

1,688,700 

. . 

81,460 

•  • 

.2,121,000 

•  • 

■^  • 

1,089,500 

88,400 

•  • 

.. 

188,700 

.. 

74,400 

819,800 

•  • 

87,100 

•  • 

22,200 

.. 

84,400 


5,084,200 


8,800 


,  , 

86,200 

•  • 

210,700 

•  • 

10,200 

26,400 

, « 

•  • 

298,600 

., 

94,800 

105,600 

•  • 

848,200 

, , 

49,800 

•  • 

8,000 

, , 

•  • 

79,400 

16,500 

, , 

.  • 

109,800 

20,200 

, , 

55,000 

•  • 

., 

86,900 

.  • 

24,400 

.. 

1,824,200 

14,200 

,• 

7,800 

•  « 

.  • 

489,800 

5,084^0 


It  is  difficult  to  analyze  this  list,  which  is  considerably  condensed 
from  the  official  list,  as  little  attention  has  been  given  to  classification. 
Moreover,  the  item  of  sundries  is  2o  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount. 
Still  it  seems  that,  had  it  iiot  been  lor  the  very  large  importation  of 
machinery  the  list  of  imports  would  have  shown  a  large  decrease,  textile 
fabrics  alone  showing  a  falling  off  for  750,000  del.  The  item  of  silver 
ores  is  not  strictly  an  import,  as  of  these  some  were  only  received  in 
transit  for  Europe,  and  others  for  amalgamation,  after  which  the  silver 
bars  would  be  shipped  for  Europe. 

The  great  decrease  in  jewellery,  textile  manufactures,  hats,  books, 
pianos,  and  wine,  unmistakeably  shows  that  the  better  classes  have  had 
to  practice  economy  during  the  year  under  review.    The  decrease  in 
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the  impurtaiton  trfeoal  BO  doubt  correBpoadt  with  a  giester  use  of  the 
natiTe-nmieisL 

Tbe  retiffiui  of  sports,  «s  given  in  the  annexed  table,  show  a  real 
toter  the  preceding^  year: — 


187S. 

1874. 

Total  of  ^xporU 

Bttdaei  b&nk  aotes  whiek  alegi'Tenin 

Dollan. 
W,810,271 

4^19,216 

Dollan. 
86^550,950 

709,712 

IMtmH         

3i»7»l,Otf 

8(f,75e.M8 

The  item  of  bank  notes  appears  incongruous  in  the  list  of  national 
exports.  The  notes  represent  sums  sent  to  Caracoles  to  paj  wages,  Slc., 
and  no  acconnt  is  taken  of  the  return  remittances  to  Chile  by  miners 
and  others,  to  pay  accounts  and  to  make  remittances  to  their  families. 
Bank  notes  appear  in  smaller  amount  in  1874,  because  in  that  3rear  the 
Banco  Nacional  de  Bolivia,  established  at  Valparaiso,  was  able,  through 
its  branch  in  Antofagasta,  to  supply  the  local  want  of  a  circulating 
medium.    The  exp<Mrt  tables  for  1874  may  be  thus  classified: — 


Agiieiiltiiral  produce  . . 
Mming  prodnoe         . . 
Msiuinctares  sad  toadriet 
Gold  and  sihrer  coin  .. 
Natioaaliced  goods 


Dollars. 
15,983,469 
16,562,974 
262,188 

1,278,275 
17,090,046 


Total       85,740,247 


Increase  over  1878 

>i 

Decrease  on  1878 

II 
Net  incresBe 


Dollars. 
2,175,516 
271,946 
179,100 
576,677 
179,dS8 

1«509,397 


The  figures,  however,  do  not  convey  the  full  value  which  may  be 
attached  to  the  monetary  transactions  or  commercial  exchange  oi  the 
country,  for  the  exportation  of  the  greater  part  of  certain  produce  of 
the  eister  republics,  such  as  nitrate  frooi  Peru,  and  silver  ore  from  the 
coast  <ii  Bohvia,  is  manipulated  and  tmnsacted  at  Valparaiso  in  Chile, 
where  the  companies  formed  for  the  purpose,  and  bead  offices  of 
principal  mercantile  firms  are  established.  Little  or  no  grain  being 
produced  in  P^m,  that  country  reeeires  the  greater  part  of  her  grain 
and  all  her  flour,  as  well  as  a  considerable  quantity  of  cattle  and  garden 
produce,  irom  Cinle,  which  is  essentially  an  agricultural  country,  such 
produce  being  repaid  prbeipally  by  the  sale  of  nitrate.  The  agents  of 
the  nitrate  producers  having  made  up  to  the  end  of  1876 — since  which 
time  the  Goremment  monopoly  commences — all  the  monetary  trans* 
actions  at  Valparaiso,  the  working  of  the  Peruvian  nitrate  was  almost 
entirely  a  Chilean  business,  though  the  export  of  that  article  does  not 
figure  fn  the  returns. 

The  production  of  silver  in  the  mines  of  Caracoles  of  Bolivia  has 
been  largely  on  the  increase,  owing  to  the  considerable  mining  opera- 
tions of  that  district,  which,  cut  oflp  from  tlie  cultivated  lands  of  the 
interior,  by  wide  rainless  deserts,  and  having  freer  access  by  sea  to 
CWe,  is  fed  from  this  country  with  all  necessaries  of  life.  In  return 
Chile,  until  lately,  sent  the  greater  part  of  the  ores  to  England  for  her 
own  account,  and  admitted  part  for  amalgamation  and  refining  at 
Copiapo.  Latiely,  however,  large  works  have  been  erected  at  Antofa- 
gasta and  other  places  nearer  the  mines,  where  the  silver  is  now 
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principallj  extracted  for  exportation.  Still,  with  the  exception  of  the 
port  of  Copiapo,  which  to  some  extent  must  suffer  through  the  estab- 
lishment of  amalgamation  works  in  Bolivia,  Chile  continues  to  benefit 
by  her  position  of  capitalist  to  the  mining  industry  of  Caracoles,  as  she 
has  up  to  this  time  oenefited  by  her  similar  relationship  to  the  nitrate 
industry  of  Peru.  Nitrate  is  also  worked  on  a  comparative  small  scale 
in  Antofagasta  by  Chilean  capital. 

The  exports  of  nitrate  from  Peru  have  been  as  follows : — 


' 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1876. 

To  England     .. 
Gennany    • . 
Order 
Other  countries    . . 

Quintals. 
787,826 
180,988 

2,192,208 
496,889 

Quintals. 
417,860 
280,917 

8,158,602 
018,896 

Qointals. 
1,098,928 

148,096 
4,292,308 

729,445 

Quintals. 
264,008 
185,864 

4,710,662 
482,826 

Quintals. 
1,077,829 

121,098 
6,666,044 

827,648 

Total    .. 

8,606,906 

4,420,764 

6,268,767 

6,688,260 

7,191,114 

The  exports  of  silver  ore  from  Antofagasta  have  been  as  follows : — 

Marks. 
From  July  to  December,  1872     ..         ..  600,000 

1878  1,000,000 

1874  900,000 

1876  800,000 

Tlie  silver  mark  is  estimated  at  10  dol.  The  quantity  of  ore  exported 
in  1875,  after  amalgamation,  is  said  to  have  left  a  benefit  or  profit  to 
the  miners  of  4,000,000  dol. 

The  exports  of  copper  from  Chilean  and  Bolivian  ports  have  been  as 
follows : — 


Bar, 
Copper. 

Regulus, 
60  per  Cent 

Ores  of 
25  per  Cent. 

Total  fine 
Copper. 

1878 

1874 

1876 

Quintals. 
699,782 
724,298 
782,911 

Quintals. 
622,689 
669,496 
476,352 

Quintals. 
842,778 
287,604 
296,160 

Quintals^ 

980,809 

1,064,912 

1,024,925 

Chile  exported  in  1878 
„  1874 
„       1876 

BolivU  „  1878 
,,  1874 
„       1876 


Fine  Copper. 


Quintals. 

907,386 

1,021,271 

986,691 

28,424 

43,641 

88,284 


Of  which  to 
England. 


Quintals. 
888,126 
911,809 
810,786 

aU. 


Increase  of  shipments  of  fine  copper  from  Chile  in  1874  over  1878  . . 

if  .,  „  Bolivia  In  1874  over  1873 

Decrease  „  „  Chile  in  1875  on  1874    .. 

f,  ,i  „  Bolivia  in  1875  on  1875  .. 


Quintals. 
•  •  118,886 
..  20.217 
..  84,680 
.•       6,407 
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The  following  tables  give  the  official  value,  calculated  at  5  dol.  to 
the  £,  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  Chile,  and  that  of  the  port  of 
Yalparaiso: — 

Value  of  Imports  into  Chile. 


•      From. 

il870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

SngUnd 
Other  eoQntriefl 

£ 

2,551.777 
8,098,050 

£ 

2,509,026 
2,817,850 

£ 
8,090,498 
8,841,092 

£ 
8,695,023 
8,890,668 

£ 

8.450,890 
4,288,256 

Total    .. 

5,644,827 

5,826,876 

6,981,585 

7,585,685 

7,688,546 

Valttb  of 

Exports  from  Chile 

To. 

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

Englaod 
Other  coontries 

£ 

8,291,026 
2,104,187 

£ 
8,587,579 
2,858,759 

£ 
8,772,285 
8,651,658 

£ 

8,879,657 
8,882,897 

£ 

4,451,946 
2,856,186 

Total    .. 

5,895,168 

6,896,888 

7,428,898 

7,762,054 

7,808,182 

Value  Trade  of  Valparaiso. 


Imports  from 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

EngisBd 

Other  coontries   .. 

£ 

2,884.886 
2,670,562 

£ 

2,942,578 
8,699,120 

£ 
8,425,588 
8,691,060 

£ 
8.009,582 
8,542,210 

Total 

5,054,898 

6,611,698 

7,116,598 

6,551,742 

Exports  to. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

England 

Other  countries    . . 

£ 
928,185 
2,067,066 

£ 

954.060 
2,859,000 

£ 

882,866 
2,778,012 

£ 
1,108,212 
2,005,676 

Total 

2,990,201 

8.818,060 

8,660,878 

8,108,888 

The  annexed  tables,  gathered  and  condensed  from  the  official 
returns  of  the  statistical  office,  give  the  values  of  the  mineral  and  agri- 
cultural produce  exported  from  Chile. 

Valparaiso,  March  18, 1876. 
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DENMARK. 

ST.  CEOIX. 

Beport  hy  Consul  Palgrave  on  the  Agriculture  and  Industry  of 
St.  Oroisfor  the  tear  1875. 

Of  the  three  small  inhabited  islands  that  make  up  the  Danish 
Antilles,  the  only  one  really  under  tillage  is  St.  Croix,  popularly  in 
these  parts  called  Santa  Cruz,  the  agricultural  enterprise  of  St.  Thomas 
and  St.  John  being,  at  the  present  date,  insignificant  in  extent,  and, 
so  far  as  produce-export  is  concerned,  absolutely  nil.  On  the  other 
hand,  whereas  St.  Thomas,  thanks  to  its  excellent  harbour,  enjoys  a 
certain  degree  of  commercial,  and  especially  of  shipping  importance, 
St.  Croix,  to  which  nature  has  been  niggard  of  littoral  adyantages,  is 
chieflj  worth  considering  under  its  productiye  aspect. 

Leaving,  accordingly,  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  island,  its 
shipping  and  navigation,  with  what  concerns  them,  to  the  annual  vice- 
consular  report,  we  will  here  restrict  ourselves  to  a  summary  description 
of  the  island  itself,  its  soil,  its  products,  its  population,  and  its  industry. 

# 

Qekebal  Descbiptiok. 

St.  Croix  is  situated  between  the  17th  and  18th  parallels  of 
latitude  north,  at  a  distance  of  about  forty  miles  S.S.E.  of  St.  Thomas. 
The  sea-channel  between  the  islands  is  of  great  depth,  the  soundings 
reaching  in  some  places  8,000  fathoms,  the  currents  strong,  and  the 
passage  often  rough.  Communication  is  wholly  kept  up  by  small 
schooners,  one  of  which,  under  Government  contract  for  mails,  makes 
the  voyage,  weather  permitting,  twice  a  week. 

The  island  is  twenty-three  miles  in  length,  but  narrow,  its  |;reatest 
breadth  not  exceeding  six  miles.  To  north  and  east  the  ground  is  hilly ; 
in  the  centre  and  to  the  west  undulating;  on  the  south,  flat  and 
interspersed  with  brackish  lagoons.  The  highest  peak  in  the  island, 
Blue  Mountain,  rises  to  about  1,100  feet  above  the  sea. 

The  soil  is  varied,  clayey  in  some  spots,  marly  in  others,  but  every- 
where productive,  except  towards  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  island, 
which  is  rocky  and  bare.  The  ciimate  is  healthy,  and  the  temperature 
equable,  the  average  height  of  the  noon-day  thermometer  throughout 
the  year  being  84®  F.,  and  the  variations  between  day  and  night, 
summer  and  winter,  seldom  exceeding  ten  degrees.  Epidemic  diseases 
rarely  occur  at  any  season  of  the  year. 

The  total  surface  of  the  island  is  estimated  at  5 1,168  acres,  of  which 
only  4,052  are  reported  wholly  barren.  The  rest  is  divided  thus : — 
17,826  acres  to  cane ;  28,933  to  pasture  land ;  738|  acres  are  cultivated 
by  field. labourers  on  their  own  account;  and  118i  are  laid  out  in 
kitchen- gardens,  here  called  **  provision  grounds."  Most  of  the  land 
styled  pasture  is  overgrown  with  wild  bush  and  thorn,  but  trees  are 
scarce,  most  of  them,  fruit-trees  included,  having  been  wastefully  cut 
pown  at  different  times.  On  the  other  hand,  cabbage-palms  have  been 
extensively  planted,  and  thrive ;  cocoanut  palms  have  had  less  success. 
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Besidea  the  little  negro  hamlets  attached  to  the  estates,  St.  Croix 
possesses  two  small  towns,  namelj,  Ohristiansted,  commonlj  known  as 
"i^ttsin,"  and  Frederiksted,  or  "West  End."  The  former  of  these 
is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  and  is  the  seat  of  the  local 
Dani^  goyemment.  Here  is  also  a  small  harbour,  formed  by  a  barrier 
reef  running  parallel  with  the  coast ;  the  entrance  is  narrow,  and  of  15 
to  16  feet  in  depth,  according  to  the  tide ;  the  anchorage  within  good, 
but  cramped  in  extent  But  Frederiksted,  on  the  extreme  westerly 
shore,  has  only  an  open  roadsted,  with  firm  anchorage,  but  occasionally 
a  hea?y  sea.  Both  towns  possess  a  Danish  garrison,  the  united  military 
strength  being  128  between  officers  and  men. 

There  are  no  mines,  no  mineral  wealth,  and  no  manufacture,  that  of 
sUgar  and  its  concomitants  excepted,  throughout  the  island. 

Agricultube. 

Coffee,  cotton,  and  tobacco  have  all  been  tried  at  St.  Croix,  but  for 
various,  though,  perhaps,  inadequate  reasons,  all  unsuccessfully ;  while 
the  supply  of  fruits  and  garden  produce  has  never,  at  the  best,  much 
exceedea  that  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  island  itself;  so  that 
the  sugar  cane  has  remained  its  chief,  or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  its 
sole  agricultural  staple. 

The  total  number  of  sugar  estates  is,  according  to  the  latest  returns, 
132,  thus  giving  an  average  of  131  acres  per  estate ;  a  few  are  consider- 
ably above  these  dimensions,  the  greater  number  ffxil  short  of  them,  and 
on  not  a  few  the  cultivation  is  little  more  than  nominal  at  present. 
Most  of  the  larger  estates  enjoy  steam-mills,  others  retain  the  old- 
fashioned  wind-mill,  but  on  none  have  centrifugals,  vacuum  pans,  and 
the  other  recent  mechanical  improvements  for  refining  and  crystallizing 
been  introduced.  Hence  the  sugar  produced^  though  excellent  in 
quality,  is  exclusively  of  the  coarse  brown  or  Muscovado  kind.  Such, 
indeed,  has  now,  1  am  told,  the  best  market.  Bum  distilleries  are 
plenty,  but  of  the  simpler  sort.  » 

Of  these  estates,  ninety -three,  that  is,  nearly  three-fourths  of  the 
whole,  are  owned  by  British  proprietors ;  nineteen  by  Danish ;  two,  but 
they  are  among  the  largest  hi  the  island,  by  Americans;  iburteeu 
belong  to  nati^,  t^.,  coloured  owners.  The  average  value  of  cane- 
producing  land  varies  from  40  dol.  (SI,)  to  64  del.  (127.  Kk.)  per  acre. 
The  total  amount  of  sugar  produced  in  the  isbind  is  said  to  have 
formerly  exceeded  20,000  hogsheads  per  annum,  bub  for  the  last  ten  or 
fifteen  years  13,000  has  been  considered  an  extraordinarily  good  return, 
and  8,000  an  average  one,  while  the  figure  has  been  known  to  fall  as 
low  as  3,114. 

Molasses  and  rum,  the  latter  of  good  quality,  are  manufactured  in 
the  same  proportions  to  the  sugar  itself  as  in  other  islands. 

Cattle  Estates. 

These  occupy  for  extent  about  two-thirds  of  St.  Croix.  They  are 
seventy -four  in  number,  of  which  eighteen  are  owned  by  British  pro- 
prietors, fourteen  by  Danish,  forty  by  coloured  men,  and  two  by  the 
Moravian  Brethren. 

As  estates,  or  properties,  they  are  scarcely  more  than  nominal,  the 
pastures  being  in  most  instances  mere  unreclaimed  stretches  of  wild  bush, 
where  cows  and  goats  browse  as  they  may.  The  hoiTied  cattle  are  small 
and  poor,  and  the  meat  of  inferior  quality  ;  the  sheep  make  a  somewhat 
better  appearance,  both  in  the  field  and  on  the  table;  the  numbers  of 
[642]  8  I 
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either  specieB  are  inconsiderable,  and  the  export  trifling.    So  care  is 
taken  to  improve  the  breads. 

The  average  market  value  of  pasture  land  is  12  dol.  (21.  8«.)  per 
acre.  Much — ^it  is  roughly  estimated  half — of  the  ground  now  aban- 
doned to  the  above-described  grazing,  or  browsing,  might  be  advan- 
tageously cultivated  for  sugar. 

Peovision  Geouitds. 

These  are,  as  we  have  seen  by  their  acreage,  very  limited ;  they 
belong  exclusively  to  coloured  proprietors.  The  produce  is  of  the 
most  ordinary  kind — yams,  sweet  potatoes,  ochroes  (called  in  India 
"bamiahs"),  pigeon  peas,  and  so  forth.  A  portion  is  exported  to  St. 
Thomas. 

A  little  maize  is  grown,  but  only  as  fodder  for  horses  or  cattle. 

Laboueees'  GEOtmns. 

The  nature  of  these  inclosures,  which  in  extent  considerably  surpass 
the  "  provision  grounds,"  will  be  explained  further  on.  They  serve  not 
for  vegetables  and  fruit  only,  but  for  stock  rearing,  to  the  profit  of  the 
labourers  themselves.  The  amount  of  stock,  horses,  mules,  asses,  hogs, 
and  goats  specified  for  last  yea^  is  given  in  the  next  vice-consular 
report ;  from  previous  statistics,  it  appears  to  have  fallen  oiF  by  about 
one-third  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Note. 

The  horses  of  St.  Croix,  though  undersized,  are  noted  for  speed  and 
endurance.  Fallow  deer  are  plenty  in  the  bush ;  wild  hogs,  too,  are 
reported ;  but,  wild  ducks  excepted,  no  feathered  game  worth  shooting. 

Population. 

• 

The  white  agricultural  and  commercial  population,  planters, 
managers,  overseers,  traders,  and  shopkeepers,  is,  either  by  birthplace 
or  descent,  almost  wholly  British;  and  of  this,  again,  two-thirds  at 
least  are  Irish,  and  half  the  remaining  third  Scotch.  The  purely  Danish 
element  is,  generally  speaking,  restricted  to  .persons  holding  Govern- 
ment appointments,  lawyers,  physicians,  a  very  few  planters  or  managers 
of  estates,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison. 

The  coloured  population  is  in  number  about  equal  to  the  white ;  it 
is  gradually  rising  in  landed  and  social  importance.  White  and  coloured 
together  make  up  a  fourth  at  least  of  the  island  inhabitants. 

Of  the  blacks,  rather  more  than  half  are  natives  of  St.  Croix ;  the 
rest  are  mostly  British  by  birthplace  or  immediate  descent.  They  are 
generally  engaged  in  field  labour,  in  fishing,  or  in  menial  service. 

The  occupation  of  nearly  all  the  islanders,  whatever  their  colour  or 
race,  is  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the  land,  and  principally 
with  the  sugar  estates.  Their  habits,  mode  of  life,  and  so  forth,  oiffer 
in  nothing  material  from  those  prevailing  throughout  the  lesser  cane- 
growing  Antilles. 

A  decennial  island  census  gives  the  following  results  for  1860  and 
1870  respectively : — 
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Popalation  of  St.  Croix, 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Town  of  Christiansted 
Town  of  Prederiksted 
YillageB  and  coantiy 

2,001 
1,274 
7,160 

8,320 
2,124 
7,816 

5,821 

8,39.8 

14,476 

Total.. 

10,485 

12,759 

23,194 

1870. 


Population  of  St.  Croix. 

Males. 

^ 

Females      j       Total. 

Town  of  Christiansted 
Town  of  Prederiksted 
Villages  and  country 

1,942 
1,441 
7,486 

.- 

3,185 
2,876 
6,830 

6,127 

3.817 

13,816 

Total 

10,869 

11,891 

22,760 

The  falling  off  is  not  in  itself  considerable,  being  G59,  or  about  66 
yearly,  for  the  rural  districts,  and,  owing  to  an  increase  in  the  oppidan 
population,  only  484,  or  about  43'5  yearly,  for  the  entire  island ;  but  it 
is  progrey3si?e,  has  been  going  on  for  some  decades  past,  and  still  con- 
tinues. Worse  }  et,  it  takes  place  in  spite  of  a  constant  immigration 
from  other  islands—an  immigration  formerly  pretty  active,  and  even 
now  averaging  over  a  hundred  a  year. 

Premising  that  the  climate — a  very  healthy  one — is  nowise  in  fault, 
we  find  the  causes  of  this  decrease  in  the  population  to  be  three.  First, 
the  unduly  large  proportion  of  infant  deaths.  This  might  easily  be 
obviated  by  proper  supervision,  especially  on  the  estates,  and  by  a 
better  system  of  medical  attendance  than  at  present  exists. .  Secondly, 
decrease  of  employment,  and  consequently  of  the  means  of  living. 
Third  cause,  the  labour  legislation  here  established.  These  two  causes 
are  intimately  connected,  and  will  be  treated  of  in  the  following  section. 

Industbt. 

The  only  industry  worth  noting  in  St.  Croix  is  that  connected  with 
the  cane,  in  field  or  factory,  all  others  being  either  subordinate  to  this, 
or  too  insignificant  for  account.  The  term  "  labour  "  will,  therefore,  be 
exclusively  used  in  the  present  report  to  denote  the  class  of  occupation 
above  specified. 

To  understand  its  peculiar  condition  in  St.  Croix,  we  must  refer  to 
the  events  of  twenty-seven  years  ago. 

Emancipation  was  wrested  from  the  planters  rather  than  granted  in 
1848.  To  check  the  disorders  that  naturally  followed,  and  to  prevent 
the  entire  ruin  of  property  throughout  the  island,  the  G-ovemment 
enacted,  solely  and  exclusively  for  fit.  Croix,  a  "  Labourers'  Act,"  dated 
January  26, 1849,  and  not  unlike  in  terms  and  intent  to  the  apprentice- 
ship regulations  enforced  till  lately  in  Surinam,  and  attempted  pre- 
viously, though  with  less  success,  in  some  British  islands.  This  Act 
still  remains  in  force ;  its  principal  terms  are  as  follows : — 

The  enjpgement  of  laoourers,  male  or  female,  is  made  for  a  year, 
reckoning  from  the  day  of  entry.    This  is  regularly  the  1  st  of  October  ; 
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if  made  at  any  other  date,  they  run  on  till  the  Ist  October  after  the 
completion  of  the  original  twelremonth.  Want  of  notice  gjiven  by  the 
labourer,  at  least  a  fortnight  before  the  expiration  of  his  time,  renews 
ipso  facto  the  contract  for  an  additional  year. 

The  labourers  are  divided  into  first,  second,  and  third  class.  The 
weekly  wages  are  at  the  rate  of  35  c.  (T^J.)  for  a  first-class  labourer, 
10  c.  (54^.)  for  a  second,  7  c.  ^d,)  for  a  third,  aud  5  c.  (2W.)  for  a 
child,  per  day.  The  working  days  are  from  Mondays  to  Fridays,  both 
included,  at  the  average  rate  of  nine  hours  a-day.  Food,  ix,^  meid  and 
herrings,  may  be,  and  generally  is,  given  in  part  lien  of  wages. 

To  such  as  choose  to  work  on  Saturdays,  25  c.  (1«.  d^d!)  are  paid 
for  first-class  labour,  16  c.  (7^(?.)  for  second  class,  and  10  c-  (5(/.)  for 
third  class.  Extra  work  during  crop  time  is  paid  by  4  c.  {2d^  addi- 
tional for  day-time,  and  5  c.  (2^^.)  for  the  period  between  sunset  and 
lU  p.m.,  or  by  extra  food.  For  other  special  and  non-covenanted  work 
t^pecial  agreements  may  be  entered  on. 

I.^tlr,  the  labourers  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  a  house  or  dwelling 
rooms,  to  bo  built  and  repaired  by  the  estate,  but  to  be  kept  in  proper 
order  by  the  labourer ;  also  to  the  use,  as  "  provision  ground,"  i.^., 
kitchen  garden  and  yard,  of  a  piece  of  laud  not  less  than  4(>  feet  square. 
The  extent  and  the  results  of  these  "  provision  grounds "  have  been 
noted  earlier  in  this  report.  To  the  facilitations  thus  given  are  also 
duo  in  the  main  the  carts,  672  in  number,  actually  possessed  by  the 
labourers. 

Immigrant  labourers  are  not  treated  of  in  the  Act ;  but,  by  subse- 
quent enactments,  they  also,  East  Indians  excepted,  come  under  its 
i*egulacions  in  almost  every  respect. 

It  is  evident  that,  as  a  provisory  measure,  this  Act  was  in  the  main 
a  wise  one,  and  beneficial  to  employers  and  laboiu^ers  alike.  As  a  per- 
manent measure,  it  was  sure  to  be  the  reverse,  because  containing  in 
itself  the  germs  of  two  grave  inconveniences,  both  certain,  to  develop 
with  time. 

The  first  inconvenience  regards  the  planters,  who,  their  yearly  con- 
tracts oncp  struck,  whatever  seasons  follow,  and  however  large  a 
portion — perhaps,  in  some  instances,  th^  whole — of  their  estates  be  con- 
strainedly left  fallow,  it  may  be  for  want  of  rain  or  some  other  cause, 
are  still  bound  for  the  entire  year  to  the  wages,  sustenance,  and  so 
forth  of  the  identical  number  of  labourers  they  have  at  first  engaged, 
without  any  power  of  reducing  hands  and  expenditure  in  proportion  to 
the  reduction  of  work  required.  Now,  as  a  bad,  or  at  least  an  in- 
different year,  ».f.,  one  of  insufficient  rainfall,  is  of  frequent  occurrence , 
and  yet  cannot  be  foreseen,  it  is  evident  how  much  the  planter  must,  as 
time  goes  on,  be  burdened  by  the  system  of  obligatory  contract. 

The  second  inconvenience  has  reference  to  the  labourers,  and  is  two* 
fold.  Firstly,  they  forfeit  all  right,  extraordinary  instances  excepted, 
or  power  of  changing  circumstances  during  an  entire  twelvemonth  ac 
least — a  condition  irksome  to  a  European  labourer;  doubly  so,  from 
the  national  character,  to  an  African.  It  may  be  for  his  good,  but  he 
likes  it  none  the  better  for  that.  Secondly^  the  negro  cares  little  for 
readv -found  food,  lodging,  comforts,  and  so  forth ;  much  for  cash  in 
hand.  But  of  the  latter  he  receives  ainder  the  Labour  Act  a  very  scant 
allowance,  though  of  the  former  plenty.  He  had  much  sooner  see  the 
proportions  reversed.  Thus,  though  better  provided  with  the  neces- 
saries, and  even  the  comforts  of  life  than,  it  may  well  be,  many  of  his 
higher-waged  brethren  in  the  other  inlands,  the  St.  Croix  negro  remains 
discontented;  and  St.  Croix  is  an  unpopular  labour  field, because  its 
rewards  are  not  of  the  labourer's  own  option  and  i^ter  his  own  manner. 
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Other,  though  minor,  inconveniences  incident  to  all  sumptuarj  and 
protectire  legislation  need  not  be  here  specified ;  but  they  exist,  and,  in 
the  presence  of  free  labour  and  open  competition  in  the  neighbouring 
islands,  are  intensified  yearly.  But  from  this  state  of  things  result 
ultimately  two  great  evils — a  want  of  initiative  energy  in  every  class ; 
and,  in  spite  of  immigration,  a  decreasing  labour  supply. 

Coolie  importation  was  tried  in  18G3,  but  failed,  chiefly  for  want  of 
means  to  meet  the  expense.  The  modification  or  better  still  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  now  antiquated  local  Labour  Act,  can  alone  remedy  the 
depressed  condition  of  labour  in  St.  Croix. 

Ageicultubal  Pbospects. 

It  is  certain  from  local  statistics,  official  and  consular,  that  the 
nomber  of  acres  employed  in  cane  cultivation  bas,  ever  since  emancipa- 
tion at  least,  steaduy  declined  in  the  island,  and  that  by  the  rate  of 
about  100  acres  the  year.  It  is  no  less  certain  that,  so  far  as  the  nature 
of  the  soil  is  concerned,  the  extent  of  ground  actually  laid  out  in  cane 
might  be  doubled. 

Of  the  three  causes  actually  assigned  for  this  state  of  things,  one, 
namely,  want  of  labour,  has  been  already  discussed.  There  remain  two 
others,  want  of  rain  and  want  of  capital. 

Want  of  Bain. — ^The  rainfall,  which  of  late  has  barely  averaged 
34  inches  a  year,  was  certainly  much  more  copious  in  former  times. 
Traces  of  a  tree  growth  impossible  with  the  present  scanty  moisture 
supply,  of  shrunken  or  dried-np  pools,  and  of  stream  channels  where 
nothing  now  flows,  exist  everywaere  throughout  the  island.  This  un- 
fortunate climatic  modification  lias,  it  seems,  become  noimal,  not  in 
St.  Croix  alone,  but  throughout  the  Virgin  Islands  and  the  northerly 
region  of  the  Lesser  Antilles,  for  the  last  fifteen  years  or  thereabouts. 

Whatever  its  meteorological  causes,  this  drought  cycle  is,  of  course, 
beyond  human  control,  and  must  be  endured  in  the  not  unreasonable 
hope  that  ii  may  be  in  its  turn  succeeded  before  long  by  more  season- 
able conditions ;  biit  in  the  meanwhile  much  that  has  hitherto  been  kfc 
undone  might  be  done,  both  towards  husbanding  the  not  inconsiderable 
amount  of  rain  water  that  even  now  falls  and  runs  off  to  waste,  by  the 
judicious  construction  of  reservoirs,  like  those  customary  in  India, 
Southern  Persia,  and  Central  Arabia,  and  also  towards  rendering  the 
soil  itself,  DOW  over- worked  and  light,  more  retentive  of  moisture,  by 
careful  manuring,  a  process  greatly  neglected  here.  In  fact,  exhaustive 
cultivation  after  the  reckless  and  unscientific  system  too  commonly  in 
vogue,  has  done  more  to  injure  the  island  than  all  the  dry  seasons  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  years.  To  *ium  up :  the  actual  rain  deficiency,  though 
a  troublesome,  is  riot  in  all  likelihood  a  permanent,  and  certainly  not  an 
absolute,  hindrance  to  the  agricultural  well-being  and  progress  of  St. 
Croix. 

Want  of  Capital :  a  more  terious  etnL — This  has  naturally  followed 
on  decreasing  productiveness  of  the  soil,  increasing  price  of  articles  of 
consumption,  and  not  over-favourable  conditions  of  the  sugar  market ; 
to  which  causes  should,  for  too  many  instances,  be  added  one  yet  more 
injiurious— absenteeism. 

The  result  is  that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  planters  are  hope- 
lessly  hampered  with  engagements,  itiortgages,  and  debts,  precluding 
all  possibility  of  advance  in  any  direction. 

Their  credit  engagements  are  mostly  of  two  kinds. 

First,  engogements  entered  into  with  private  mercantile  houses,  the 
greater  ^rt  at  Copenhagen,  and  notably  with  the  house  of  IMoses  and 
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Sod,  G.  Melcboir.  These  pre-seeure  the  crop,  and  in  the  meanwhile 
they  provide  their  planter  clients  with  estate  necessaries  on  credit, 
under  what  is  termed  bureau  account.  The  terms  of  supply  are  the 
ordinary  ones,  besides  1  per  cent,  to  a  bureau  committee  that  guarantees 
payment  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  ensuing  crop,  as  &r  as  it  may  cover. 
Any  unpaid  balance  is  carried  as  a  simple  moztgage  claim  against  the 
estate  itself. 

Secondly,  engagements  contracted  with  the  local  insular  Grovem- 
ment,  as  follows: — the  Colonial  Treasury  of  St.  Croix  supplies  the 
planters,  on  demand,  with  yearly  advances  for  com  meal  and  money 
wages  to  their  labourers  auriug  the  months  of  July  to  December 
indusivo,  to  be  refunded  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  following 
year,  on  certain  conditions,  of  which  I  subjoin  the  principal. 

1.  The  planter  issues  what  are  called  bureau  bonds,  tor  the  monthly 
advances  made,  in  favour  of  the  St.  Croix  Colonial  Treasury,  with  pre- 
ference right  in  the  expected  crop,  binding  himself  to  repay  the  original 
amount,  vrith  6  per  cent,  interest,  in  three  equal  instalment^,  within  the 
term  above  specified.  Should  any  one  of  the  instalments  not  be 
punctually  paid,  the  entire  amount  of  bureau  claim  becomes  due  at 
once,  also  the  Colonial  Treasury's  claim  is  to  take  precedence  of  every 
other  claim  however  incurred. 

2.  No  part  of  the  crop  can  be  disposed  of,  unless  by  express 
GK)vemment  permission,  till  the  entire  bureau  advance  has  been  repaid. 

3.  Government  rohy,  at  its  option,  demand  additional  securities,  and 
should  such  not  be  forthcoming,  the  whole  amount  of  the  bureau  claim 
becomes  due,  and  may  be  enforced,  not  on  the  estate  only,  but  on  any 
other  property  belonging  to  the  planter. 

4.  Should  a  loan  have  to  be  subsequently  contracted  by  the  Govern- 
ment, in  behalf  of  the  Colonial  Troasury  itself,  in  suite  of  these 

•  advances,  the  consequent  interest  and  expense  will  be  charged  propor- 
tioually  to  the  planters  indebted  for  advances,  in  addition  to  the  original 
6  per  cent.,  also  an  additional  ^  per  cent,  for  incidental  costs. 

These  loans  were  first  issued  in  1869,  and  have  been  continued  ever 
since.  The  yearly  total  of  the  colonial  bureau  advances  fluctuates  with 
the  number  of  estates  receiying  them,  from  35,000  dol.  (7,000^.)  to 
70,000  dol.(14,000i.);  nearly  twenty -six  estates  tookbureau  relief  last  year. 

Three  remarks  may  here  be  made. 

Firstly,  that  the  relief,  however  well-intentioned,  afibrded  by  loans 
under  the  above-stated  conditions,  can  be  only  palliative  and  temporary, 
the  burden  incurred  by  the  estates  real  and  lasting. 

Secondly,  that  the  Colonial  Treasury  itself  must  liin  a  serious  risk 
of  heavy  eventual  losses  by  default. 

Thirdly,  that  the  existing  want  of  capital  is  not  likely  to  be  really 
lessened  by  bureau  loans,  public  or  private ;  rather  to  be  aggravated  in 
the  end. 

BitHEDIAL  MeASVBSS. 

To  bring  capital,  and  with  capital  labour,  into  the  island,  the  pro- 
posal that  just  now  stands  highest  in  local  favour  is  the- establishment 
of  a  central  su^ar  factory.    Let  us  investigate  this  scheme. 

It  is  well  known  that  central  sugar  ilEustories,  where  cane  is  pur- 
chased from  the  planters  and  subsequently  worked  up  into  its  customary 
products,  have  for  some  time  past  been  establishec^  not  without  toler- 
able success,  in  the  French  Antilles;  they  have  also  been  lately 
introduced  at  St.  Lucia  and  Trinidad.  It  is  also  known  that  their 
introduction  has  been  repeatedly  proposed  at  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  and 
Demerara,  but  invariably  rejectea  by  tnose  colonies. 
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Without  going  into  the  details  of  a  complicated  and  often-discuased 
topic,  it  may  here  suffice  to  state  three  conditions,  the  fulfilment  of 
which,  each  and  all,  is  absolutelj  indispensable  to  the  success  of  a  West- 
Indian  central  sugar  factory,  collating  each  condition  in  turn  with  ihe 
special  circumstances  of  St.  Croix. 

Mni  ComdiHon, — No  central  sugar  factory  can  be  profitably  WOTked 
except  tn  the  presence  of  a  large  and  steady  existing  supply  of  cane ; 
that  supply  being  also  within  easy  and  inexpenmve  conreyance  reach  of 
the  factory  itself. 

Now,  at  St.  Croix,  the  highest  recorded  statement  of  sugar  produced 
in  any  single  year  throughout  the  island  falls  short,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  of  17,000  hogsheads,  and  has  even  been  known  to  descend  as  low 
as  8,114,  while  the  annual  average  is  only  8,000.  These  numbers 
cannot  be  said  to  guarantee  either  a  large  or  a  steady  cane  supply. 
Again,  that  supply,  much  or  little,  is  in  St.  Croix  distributed  over  a 
snrfiEkce  of  about  eighteen  miles  in  length,  by  an  average  of  four  in 
breadth,  and  intersected  by  numerous  ridges  and  valleys  ;  so  that  not 
above  one-third,  or,  at  best,  a  half,  of  the  cane  could  be  brought  at  an 
an  advantageous  transport  rate  within  reach  of  the  proposed  factory, 
in  whatever  part  of  the  island  it  were  situated. 

Second  CondiHon. — A  suitable  position  for  erecting  the  factory  itself, 
of  which  a  primary  requisite  is  that  a  moderately  cheap  and  plentiful 
supply  of  water  and  fuel,  for  engine  purposes  and  so  forth,  should  be 
readv  to  hand. 

'this  condition,  also,  is  evidently  absent  from  the  droughty,  stream- 
less,  and  tree-less  island  of  St.  Croix :   nor  does  it  appear  possible, 
within  the  limits  of  reasonable  expenditure,  to  overcome  this  difficulty. 
Third  Condition, — Capital.     This  it  is    self-evident  applies  to  a 
sugar  factory  as  to  any  other  enterprize. 

How  far  St.  Croix  is  ready  or  able  to  satisfy  this  condition  has,  in 
some  measure,  been  already  set  forth  in  the  present  report ;  but  for 
exact  appreciation,  it  will  be  well  to  consider  the  estimated  require- 
ments of  the  proposed  factory.    They  are  as  follows : — 

Capital  required :  calculated  at  about  700,000  dol.  (140,000/.)  nearly. 
Of  this  it  is  proposed  that  one-half,  say  350,000  dol.  (70,000?.), 
should  be  made  up  by  a  loan  from  the  Home  Government. 

A  quarter  more,  namely,  175,000  dol.  (35,000J.),  to  be  made  up  as 
loan  by  private  business  houses  in  Europe. 

The  remainder,  or  175,000  dol.  (35,000?.),  to  be  raised  by  loans, 
mortgages,  &c.,  within  the  island  itself. 

The  interest,  guaranteed  in  the  last  instance  by  the  St.  Croix 
Colonial  Treasury,  to  be  -6  per  cent. ;  the  loans  to  be  redeemable  at  the 
expiration  of  thir^  years. 

Of  the  three  sources  from  which  the  desired  capital  may,  it  is 
hoped,  be  derived,  the  first,  namely,  the  Danish  Home  Government, 
and  the  likelihood  or  otherwise  of  its  sanction,  as  also  on  what  terms, 
lies  without  the  limits  of  the  present  report. 

Eegarding  the  second,  it  is  thought  that  the  sum  in  question  may 
be  easily  luised  in  Copenhagen  itself,  where,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
several  business  houses  have  investments,  or  at  least  reversionary 
interests,  in  the  St.  Croix  estates. 

As  to  the  third,  it  has  been  already  noticed  that  the  greater  portion 
of  the  estates  are  already  heavily  laden  with  mortgages  and  other 
obligations,  partly  to  the  Copenhagen  Melfcantile  Bureau  and  partly  to 
the  Colonial. 

To  this  may  be  added  that  the  interest  guaranteed  on  175,000  dol., 
at  6  per  cent.,  namely,  an  annual  charge  of  10,600  dol.  (2,100?.),  for 
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thirty  years,  seem»  a  heavy  burden  to  impose  where,  as  in  St.  Croix,*  the 
total  amount  that  can  be  raised  by  direct  and  not  light  taxation, 
scarcely  reaches  45,000  dol.  (dfiOOl)  annually,  and  where,  as  it  appears 
by  many  past  budgets,  the  general  expenditure  is  invariably  more  or 
less  in  excess  of  the  yearly  revenue. 

Lastly,  experts,  it  is  said,  consider  the  above-given  estimate  of  the 
capital  required  for  setting  on  foot  the  enterprize  in  question,  as  too 
low  by  at  least  a  half,  and  consequently  the  financial  difficulties  of  the 
project  by  as  much  greater  than  those  here  indicated. 

Other  considerations  might  be  added,  but  the  above  suffice  to  show 
that  no  solid  hopes  of  advantage,  either  to  the  planters  or  the  island  in 
general,  can  be  built  on  the  projected  factory ;  that  the  scheme  is  one  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  raeana,  physical  and  financial  alike,  of  the  island  and 
Its  inhabitants  ;  and  that,  it  carried  out,  it  would  be  likely  not  to  avert, 
but  to  precipitate,  the  ruin  of  the  estates  involved  with  it,  and  e?en  of 
the  entire  island,  wTiich  would,  it  may  be  reasonably  feared,  be  fatally 
compromised  by  the  consequences  of  so  extensive  a  bankruptcy. 

Otheb  Semedial  Measures. 

Speculation  put  aside,  the  following  measures  are,  it  would  seem, 
the  best  adapted  for  restoring  this  fertile  and  once  prosperous  island  to 
its  former  lustre : — 

Firstly,  the  abolition  of  the  existing  restrictive  labour  laws,  and  the 
introduction  in  their  place  of  free  labour  and  open  competition  in  work 
and  wages,  such  as  obtain  throughout  the  British  'West-Indian  Islands 
generally. 

Secondly,  wholly  to  discontinue  the  colonial  bureau  assistance. 
This  mcasui*e  seems  on  the  face  of  it  harsh,  and  would,  in  fact,  taken 
conjointly  with  the  first,  imply  the  immediate  bankruptcy  of  several 
small  estates  that,  with  artificial  support,  yet  manage  to  drag  on  a 
profitless  existence ;  but  their  nbsorption,  which  would  be  the  natural 
consequence,  into  the  larger  estates,  would  be  a  real  benefit  to  the  agri- 
cultuml,  and  consequently  to  the  general,  interests  of  the  island ;  while 
the  estates  that  survived  the  first  shock  would  be  all  the  sounder  for  not 
being  any  longer  accustomed  to  lean  on  a  prop  that  must  eventually 
pierce  the  hand  of  the  leaner. 

Thirdly,  the  encouragement  of  negro  immigration.  Coolies  are  by 
far  too  costly,  and  Clilpese  yet  more  so ;  negro  labourers  are  plenty, 
^ood,  cheap,  and  ready  to  the  call.  It  is  true  that  Consul  Bainals,  in 
hia  report  on  the  island  for  the  year  1864?,  complains  of  a  pi'cvalent 
*'  want  of  libendity  towards  and  consideration  for  the  foreign  immigrant 
labourers."  This  complaint  I  would  not  here  be  considered  to  endorse ; 
yet  doubtless  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  more  ways  than  one 
in  these  matters,  and  it  i.s  certain  that  immigration  will  always  keep 
proportion  with  the  advantages  expected  and  enjoyed. 

A  healthier  climate,  a  more  fertile  soil,  and  a  better  quality  of  cane 
than  those  of  St.  Croix,  can  hardly  be  found  anywhere  throughout  the 
West  Indies.  Not  foreign  labourers  only,  but  foreign  capital,  would 
abundantly  inflow  and  prosper,  were  but  the  obstacles  above  indicated 
done  away,  as,  for  far  the  greater  part,  they  can  be  by  wise  legislation 
and  skilled  industry. 

I     St.  Thomas,  February  7, 1876. 
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Bipori  hy  Vice^Ckmiul  Du  Bois  on  the  ISrade  and  Oommerce  of  St.  Orois 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

Ths  year  1875  has  been  one  of  continued  fdrought,  causing  general 
stagnation  in  the  business  of  the  island,  only  26^  inches  of  ram  naring 
fiQlen  in  the  Christiansted  division  of  the  island,  and  85  inches  in  that 
of  Frederiksted,  which  has  been  quite  inadequate  to -secure  a  moderate 
sugar  crop  for  1876. 

The  reTenue  from  March,  1875,  to  March,  1876,  has  been  estimated 
at  160,680  doL ;  the  expenditure  during  the  same  time,  174,945  doL, 
this  latter  calculation  has  been  increased  by  an  application  to  Govern- 
ment from  the  planters  for  the  extension  of  the  Bureau  Loan,  which 
ceased  on  the  31st  December,  1875,  to  the  month  of  March,  1876,  at  an 
estimated  outlay  of  7,000  do],  per  month,  in  consequence  of  the  drought 
of  1875  having  deferred  the  commencement  of  the  crop  of  1876  until 
that  time,  and  the  great  difficulty  found  in  providing  the  means  of 
paying  and  feeding  toe  labourers  employed  upon  the  estates  under  the 
annual  hiring  clause  of  the  Labour  Act. 

On  the  12tlk  February,  H.M.  ship  "  Druid,"  Captain  Boe,  arrived 
in  this  island  accompanied  by  the  telegraph  ship  '*'  Hooper,"  4,935  tons, 
which  vessel  landed  the  telegraph  eabl^  for  the  purpose  of  communica- 
tion with  the  islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  Puerto  Bico.  The  ''Druid '' 
sailed  on  the  15th  February  for  St.  Thomas,  and  returned  on  the  2l8t, 
leaving  again  on  the  25th  for  Puerto  Bico.  The  ''  Hooper  "  sailed  on 
the  17th  February,  returned  on  the  24th,  and  finally  left  for  Puerto 
Kico  on  the  25th,  having  completed  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
working  the  telegraph,  which  has  been  in  successful  operation  to  the 
present  time. 

The  crop  of  1875,  per  Government  report,  has  amounted  to 
9,414  hogsheads  of  sugar  of  1,500  lbs.  net,  1,924  puncheons  of  rum,  and 
6,000  puncheons  of  molasses. 

The  exports  from  Christiansted,  including  sugar,  rum,  and  molasaes, 
for  the  year  1875,  amount  to  238,595  dol.,  imports  to  266,068  dol.;  from 
Frederiksted,  exports,  557,695  dol.,  imports,  283,905  do). ;  the  entire 
trade  of  the  island  being  now  confined  to  Denmark  and  the  United 
States,  with  the  exception  of  occasional  importations  of  hardware  througli 
the  island  of  St.  Thomas. 

The  arrival  and  departure  of  shipping  during  the  year  has  been  as 
follows,  exdnsive  of  the  five  island  schooners  and  small  steamer  running 
weekly  to  St.  Thomas  with  mails,  Ac. : — 
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Kation. 

Arrivals. 

Departures. 

Tons. 

Imports. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Exports. 

Total. 

British 
Danish 
American 
Norwegian.. 

11,123 

2,243 

8,622 

309 

Dol. 
68,884 
72,247 
97,964 

24 

9 

19 

1 

11,123 
2,248 

8,522 
809 

DoL 
61,974 
96^84 
73,672 
80,488 

24 
9 

19 

1 

Totel 

17,197 

288,695 

53 

17,197 

266,068 

58 

Fbedbbikbted. 


Nation. 

Arrivals. 

Deparinres. 

Tons. 

Imports. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Exports. 

Total. 

British 
Danish 
American    , . 
Norwegian-. . 

1,476 
6,696 
5,379 
1,866 

Dol. 
7,680 
74,965 
119,798 

10 

18 

24 

4 

1,476 
6,696 
6,879 
1,356 

Dol. 

75,268 

180,696 

188,161 

107,141 

10 

18 

24 

4 

Total 

13,906 

202,898 

56 

30,906 

551,266 

56 

The  garrison  is  at  present  much  reduced  in  members,  in  consequence 
of  deaths  and  the  expiration  of  many  of  the  soldiers'  term  of  service ;  a 
large  reinforcement  is  on  the  route  from  Copenhagen ;  when  complete  it 
numbers  124  privates  and  4  officers. 

The  census  for  1870,  only  taken  every  seven  years,  continues  to 
afford  the  only  official  guide  to  the  population  of  the  island,  and  at 
that  date  amounted  to  22,760  inhabitants. 

For  the  following  list  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  during  1875, 
I  am  solely  indebted  to  the  assistance  of  the  ministers  of  the  different 
congregations  established  in  the  island. 

l>Uring  the  year  1875,  the  following  number  of  births  were  re- 
gistered :  males,  519 ;  females,  504 ;  of  deaths,  males,  589 ;  females,  547 ; 
marriages,  75.  Of  these,  251  births  were  legitimate,  772  illegitimate ; 
370  deaths  occurred  before  the  first  year ;  54  births  and  49  deaths  were 
British-bom  subjects,  and  26  marriages  were  British-born  subjects  and 
between  British-bom  subjects  and  natives  of  the  island. 

The  religious  denominations  established  in  the  island  remain  un- 
altered. The  following  list  gives  the  number  of  ministers  attached  to 
each  congregation,  and  the  number  of  members,  as  nearly  as  can  be 
obtained,  belonging  to  the  several  persuasions :  Episcopal,  2  ministers, 
6,980  members ;  Lutheran,  2  ministers,  per  last  report  3,829  members  ; 
Boman  Catholic,  2  ^ministers,  per  last  report  6,730  members  ,*  Moravian, 
3  ministers,  per  last  report  2,347  members. 

The  public  schools  are  conducted  upon  the  same  plan  as  heretofore, 
under  the  inspection  of  an  efficient  superintendent  and  the  school  corn- 
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miasion.    The  fcdbwing  giyes  the  number  of  scholars  attending  at  each, 
independent  of  the  free  country  schools  : — 


Schools. 

Christiansted. 

Frederiksted. 

Bargher  school 

Free  school        

Monvian          

52 
220 
200 

9 
187 
100 

Of  the  free  country  schools,  <"f  which  there  are  eight  established 
throughout  the  island,  requiring  daily  attendance  for  five  days  in  each 
week  of  all  parties  between  the  ages  of  six  and  ten  years,  not  otherwise 
provided  with  the  means  of  instruction,  the  number  of  attendants 
amounts  to  939,  these  parties  are  principally  the  children  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourers,  and  are  under  the  superintendence  of  the  inspector. 

The  Sunday  schools  of  both  towns  report  as  follows : — 


Episcopal. 

Latheran. 

Moravian. 

Christiansted 

Frederiksted 

1,406 
1,554 

100 
100 

514 

In  the  absence  of  any  public  sales  of  landed  property  during  the 
year,  no  guide  to  be  depended  upon  exists  as  to  its  valuation,  40  dol.  to 
64  dol.  per  acre  may  be  supposed  to  give  an  estimate  of  sugar  land, 
20  dol.  to  15  dol.  of  provision  and  pasture  land. 

The  colonial  bank  being  about  to  withdraw  its  business  from  the 
island,  a  branch  of  the  bank  of  St.  Thomas  alono  remains  in  operation, 
and  reports  the  averace  rate  of  exchange  for  1875  as  follows :  bills  on 
London,  90  days,  502^ ;  on  Copenhagen  10^  per  cent,  premium ;  and  on 
the  United  States,  60  days'  sight,  3  per  cent,  premium. 

The  savings  bank  reports  as  balance  of  deposits  to  date  of 
49,740  dol.  85  c. 

Immigration  continues  chiefly  from  the  neighbouring  British  islands, 
the  severe  drought  having  greatly  reduced  the  demand  and  consequent 
arrivals,  which  amount  to  06  men,  7  women,  and  3  children  for  1875. 
Some  Coolie  labourers  still  reside  in  the  island  employed  in  field  w6rk, 
amounting  to  62  males,  15  women,  and  16  children  under  three  years 
of  age ;  these  parties  are  chiefly  from  the  English  islands,  and  bear  the 
character  of  quiet  and  industrious  people. 

Unfortunately,  this  island  has  been  visited  during  the  past  year  by 
meningitis  and  smallpox,  which  diseases  still  prevau.  OJE  the  former, 
190  cases  and  49  deaths  have  been  officially  reported ;  of  the  latter,  16 
cases,  and  8  varioloid,  of  which  5  have  been  fatal ;  otherwise  the  health  of 
the  island  generally  has  been  very  favourable.  The  smallpox  was  intro- 
duced by  an  American  ship  from  New  York. 

The  mortality  among  the  children  under  one  year  shows  no  abate- 
ment, and  must  continue  until  a  better  moral  feeling  with  regard  to 
marriage  can  be  established  among  the  lower  classes. 

The  number  of  mules,  horses,  asses,  hogs,  and  goats,  the  property  of 
the  labouring  classes,  is  reported  to  the  Treasury  as  follows :  horses, 
1,040 ;  mules,  16 ;  asses,  7 ;  nogs,  4,000 ;  goats,  300 ;  four-wheeled  carts, 
210;  two-wheeled  carts,  462. 
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No  infectious  disease  has  appestred  among  the  horses  or  cattle  daring 
the  past  year. 

I  regret  that  I  have  been  much  delayed  in  procuring  the  necessary 
information  for  drawing  up  the  above  report,  which  I  must  attribute 
to  the  returns  for  the  financial  year  not  Decerning  due  in  this  island 
before  the  month  of  April. 

St.  Croix,  December  31, 1875. 
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Bepwt  hy  OomuI  Palgrave  on  the  Trade^  Cdtnmei'ce,  Sfc.y  of  St.  Thomas^ 
for  the  Tear  1875. 


DuBiNO  the  course  of  ibe  year,  the  transformation  by  which 
St.  Thomas  is  gradually  but  steadily  exchanging  its  former  character  of 
a  general  commercial  dep6t  for  that  of  a  port  of  call,  has  made  consider- 
able progress.  This  fact  is  indeed  apparent  enough  from  the  visible 
increase  of  shipping  and  steamer  movement  in  the  harbour,  from  the 
^jrenter  activity  of  the  agencies  and  other  establishments  connected 
\\  ith  that  movement,  and  from  the  growing  importance  of  the  telegraphic 
and  postal  departments'-.  It  is  also  evidenced  on  the  other  hand  by  the 
closing  of  some  mercantile  houses  and  stores,  the  reduction  of  others, 
the  fall  of  rents  among  war«»house-buildinR8  and  mai^azines,  and  similar 
indications  of  a  diminishing  trade.  These  points  will  be  further 
illustrated  by  the  detail  statements  of  the  present  reports. 

TUADE  A^D   COMMEBCE. 

The  import  dues,  as  gathered  from  the  custom-house  returns, 
publifcihed  quarterly,  show  a  slight  increase  over  last  year,  though  falling 
short  of  the  total  attained  in  1873.  Tabulated  for  four  years  tbej 
stand  thus : — 

Import  dues. 


Year. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1872       

1878       

1874 

1875       

Dol.        c. 
05,849    44 
55,289    78 
49,758    68 
58,383    89 

£       t.    d. 

18,169    10    0 

11,047    15    0 

9.950    14    9 

10,677    13    7 

thus  giving  an  augmentation  of  3,G34  dol.  71  c.  (72G/.  18*.  lOd.)  for 
the  last  t^velvemonth. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  tiie  import  duty  levied  at  St.  Thomas 
is  invariably  1^  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  value  of' all  non-West  Indian 
goods,  coal  excepted,  and  the  duty  on  all  "West  Indian  goods  whatever 
is  1^  per  cent.  The  relative  quantities  of  these  two  kinds  of  goods 
may  be  estimated  from  the  following  statement  (unpublished),  with 
which  I  have  been  supplied  by  the  kindness  of  the  United  States  Consul 
Mr.  V.  V.  Smith.  I  give  it  for  guidance,  though  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  twelvemonth  to  which  it  refers  does  not  precisely  coincide 
with  the  calendar  vear  under  our  immediiite  consideration. 
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Value  of  goods  imported  into  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  during  the 
year  ended  3l8t  March,  1875,  from  the  mentioned  countries. 


Whence  Imported. 


Value. 


Currency. 


Sterling. 


Denmark  

France 

Gennany  ..  .. 

Qreat  Britain 

Haiti 

Holland 

Italy 

South  America 

Spain 

United  States 

Britifih  PoBsessions  in  North  America. . 
British  West  Indies 
Danish  West  Indies 

Dutch  West  Indies       

French  West  Indies 

Spanish  West.  Indies 

Swedish  West  Indies    . . 

Total  amount 


DolWrs. 
64,135 

684,165 

663,780 

1,964,285 

34,483 

33,610 

26,020 

212,922 
14,745 

498,243 
92,827 
71,060 
30,823 
26,756 
15,170 

225,164 
1,021 


4,559,209 


£ 

12,827 

186,833 

112,756 

392,857 

•6,896 

6,722 

6,204 

42,584 

2,949 

99,648 

18,565 

•  14,212 

6,164 

6,351 

3,034 

45,082 

204 


d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


12  0 

4  0 

0  0 

16  0 

4  0 


911,842     16     0 


Hence  it  appears  tlmt  for  the  twelvemonth  indicated,  the  total 
West  Indian  import,  that  of  Haiti  included,  amounted  to  an  equiTalent ' 
of  404,477  dol.  (80,895Z.  8*.),  being  somewhat  under  a  tenth  of  the 
remaining  value. 

Also,  that  the  import  of  Great  Britain,  Franco,  Grermanv,  and  the 
United  States,  taken  together,  equals  :3,710,473  (742,894/.  12*.),  tlmt 
is,  more  than  three-fourths  of  all  the  rest ;  and  of  this  again.  Great 
Britain  supplies  more  than  half. 

Note  that  the  European  import  consists  chiefly  of  dry  goods  and 
spirituous  liquors,  while  that  from  the  United  States  includes  a  larse 
amount  of  solid  provisions.  Angostura  bitters  stand  foremost  on  the 
South  American  import-list,  and  timber  on  that  of  the  British  North 
American  possessions.  West  Indian  import  is  summed  up  in  the  well- 
known  island  produce  of  these  regions,  among  which  coffee  and  cacao 
are,  fortunately,  on  the  increase.  Coal,  being  exempt  from  duty,  does 
not  appear  on  the  above  list ;  I  shall  revert  to  it  further  on. 

Bj  a  calculation  based  on  the  custom-house  duty-tariff,  and  simple 
enough,  we  have  already  found  the  import  value  in  preceding  years  to 
have  been  approximatively  : — 


Year. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1872       

1873       

1874       

Dollars. 
6,068,200 
5,082,080 
4,809,467 

£         s.    d, 

1,211,640    0    0 

1,016,416    0     0 

961,893    8    0 

The  same  method,  applied  to  the  official  data  of  last  year,  gives 
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1875,  4.911,586  dol.  (982,307^.  4«.),  being  an  excess  of  102,060  del. 
(20,413/.  16s.)  over  the  year  before. 

This  slight  increase  does  not  however  necessarily,  or  in  fact,  imply 
any  improvement  in  the  condition  of  St.  Thomas  viewed  as  a  trading 
locality,  the  goods  landed  here  being  far  the  greater  part  discharged  in 
bulk,  and  similarly  reshipped  for  their  destination,  alter  a  mere  ware- 
housing of  a  few  days.  The  bales  are  finally  broken  up  and  their  con- 
tents sold,  not  here,  but  in  the  ports  and  islands  to  leeward,  especially 
the  Spanish,  of  which  last,  and  notably  of  Porto  Rico,  St.  Thomas  is 
commercially  and  in  many  other  respects  too  a  sort  of  dependency. 

Now  as  the  custom-bouse  dues  are  levied  alike  on  goods  that  are 
merely  in  transit,  after  the  fashion  just  described,  and  on  those  opened 
at  the  port,  and  which  form  material  of  traffic  for  the  island  itselt,  it  is 
evident  that  their  statistics  afford  no  direct  means  for  estimatin^'^  the 
proportional  quantities  of  the  two  classes  in  question ;  but  it  is  no  less 
evident  that  the  profit  of  the  former  description  of  traffic  goes,  with  the 
comparatively  unimportant  exception  of  harbour  charges  and  ware- 
housing expenses,  not  to  St.  Thomas  itself,  but  to  the  ulterior  places  of 
destination,  whereas,  the  latter  kind  alone  constitutes  really  and  truly 
the  commerce  of  the  island,  or  rather  of  the  toMm.  How  far  that 
commerce  increases  or  diminishes  shall  be  now  the  matter  of  our 
enquiry. 

The  only  attainable  evidence  is  indirect ;  it  may  be  classified  thus. 
Firstly,  public  and  statistical ;  as  follows  : — 

From  the  budget  returns,  yearly  published,  it  appears  that  the 
island  revenues  accruiuc;  from  direct  taxation,  and  which  in  1873 
amounted  to  53,150  dol.  (10,630/.),  have,  in  the  year  1875,  only  attained 
the  sum  of  51,355  dol.  (10,271/.),  giving  a  falling  off  of  1,795  dol. 
(369/.).  The  items  that  account  for  this  diminution  are :  proceeds  of 
ground  and  building-tax,  less  by  400  dol.  (80/.) ;  those  of  house-tax, 
1,140  dol.  (228/.)  ;  Siose  of  trade-tax,  70  dol.  (14/.)  ;  those  of  lamp- 
tax,  160  dol.  (32/.)  ;  and  those  of  horse  and  carriage-tax,  25  dol.  (51,), 

Again ;  the  revenues  dferived  from  indirect  taxation  amounting  in 
1873  to  159,050  dol.  (31,810/.),  represent  in  1875  only  139,880  dol. 
(27,976/.);  the  falling  oft*  in  custom-house  fees  being  12,000  dol. 
(2,400/.)  ;  that  in  fees  incident  to  sales  and  transfers  of  property 
3,076  dol.  (615/.) ;  that  in  court  and  police  fees  6,850  dol.  (1.370/.) ; 
that  in  rum  licences  and  the  like,  166  dol.  (873/.).  Tc^en  together, 
these  make  up  a  total  of  ^2,790  dol.  (4,558/.)  decrease.  The  actual 
diminution  is  however,  as  will  appear  on  comparison  of  the  general  sums, 
only  11,170  dol.  (2,234/.),  the  difference  of  11,620  dol.  (2,824/.)  being 
cancelled  by  the  increase  in  the  indirect  revenues  depending  on  the 
shipping  movement  in  the  harbour  itself,  a  point  to  be  illustrated  in  the 
next  section*  of  this  report. 

Small  as  these  sums  are  i?i  themselves,  the  depression  which  a  total 
deficit  of  12,965  dol.  (2,593/.)  in  the  results  of  direct  and  indirect  taxa- 
tion indicates,  for  so  diminutive  a  municipality  as  that  of  St.  Thomas 
and  St.  John,  is  not  small ;  but  it  refers  solely  and  exclusively  to  the 
trading  interest  of  the  place ;  the  other,  namely  the  shipping  interest, 
being  not  only  intact,  but  even  as  we  shall  soon  see,  in  an  improved 
condition. 

Secondly :  if  leaving  statistics  we  have  recourse  to  special  facts,  the 
conclusion  is  still  the  same.  The  branch  agency  of  the  London  Colonial 
Bank,  after  thirty  years  of  business  since  its  first  establishment  here, 
has  gone  into  liquidation ;  the  leading  commercial  firms  of  the  island 
have,  within  the  last  twelvemonth,  reduced  the  scale  of  their  operations 
and  discharged  a  great  proportion  of  their  staff;  some  trading  houses 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


828 


DSNHASE. 


have  closed  altogether ;  and  others  announce  their  intention  of  shortly 
following  the  example. 

Market  prices,  always  high,  show  a  tendency  to  rise  yet  higher,  an 
ordinary  symptom  in  the  first  stages  of  local  commercial  decline. 
House-rent,  by  the  same  law,  keeps  up  its  exiaravagant  demands,  but 
store  and  warehouse  rents,  as  more  immediately  connected  with  the 
business  activity  of  the  place,  have  alreadv  begun  to  sink. 

Tarifis  are  few  and  unimportant ;  tra<fe-laws  are,  in  principle,  though 
not  always  in  working,  the  same  as  elsewhere  in  I)anish  territory. 
Monthly  rates  of  exchange  present  no  difibrence  since  my  last  report. 

Shipping  aiti)  Navigatioit. 

Here  the  prospect  brightens.  I  begin  with  the  custom-house 
revenues  as  summed  up  from  the  quarterly  returns  -;  import  duty,  which 
has  been  already  considered,  alone  omitted.    They  are  as  follows : — 


1875. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Ship  dues          

Registrations 

Boat  passes        

Harbour  dues 

Lighthouse  dues 

Dol.      c. 

32,584    79 

86    32 

86    80 

15,835    40 

1,898    66 

£         s,    d. 

6,516    18    10 

7      7      5 

7      7      2 

3,167      8      2 

879    14      8 

Totel 

50,891    97 

10,078      9      3 

1874. 

Curren<?y. 

Sterling. 

Ship  dues           

Registrations ^ 

Boat  passes        

Harbour  dues 

Lighthouse  dues 

Dol.       c. 

82,050   .48 

92    50 

45    64 

14,981     82 

1,903    26 

£        s.    d, 

6,410      1      9 

18    10      0 

9      2      7 

2,996    15      4 

380    18      2 

Total 

49,073    15 

9,814    12    10 

By  comparison  of  these  statements,  it  appears  that  tho  increase  of 
revenue,  corresponding  to  a  proportionate  increase  of  harbour  movement 
during  the  last  twelvemonth,  has  been  1,318  doL  12  c.  (263/.  16«.  5d.), 
the  lalling  off  perceptible  in  registrations  and  boat-passes  having  been 
more  than  made  up  for  by  the  improved  proceeds  or  ship  and  harbour 
dues,  sums,  once  more  slight  in  themselves  but  not  slight  in  regard  of 
the  locality,  they  acquire  additional  importance  by  the  indication  they 
afford  of  a  progress  commenced  some  years  back,  and  likely  to  continue 
for  more  to  come.  Thus,  the  augment  of  1873  over  1872  in  this  respect, 
was  1,381  dol.  16  c.  (276Z.  4«.  9rf.),  and  that  of  1874  over  1873, 
3,163  doL  99  c.  (632Z.  15«.  lid.) 

Follow  the  general  shipping  returns,  taken  from  the  custom-house 
list,  published  quarterly : — 
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In  Cargo. 

In  BaUast. 

Total. 

Boats  and  BnuJl  coMten 

Sailing  TOflBelB.  •.        

Steamen         

YesseU  in  diBlroaB 

1,288 

1,101 

288 

85 

98 

868 

115 

1 

1,366 

1,159 

853 

36 

InCaigo. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Boats  and  small  coasten 

Sailing  TSflKls. .  ^ 

Steamers         

Vessels  in  diBtnsa 

1,806 

1,018 

212 

18 

25 

981 

128 

8 

1,331 

1,999 

836 

21 

Comparing  these  numbers  with  those  assigned  in  the  report  of 
1874,  we  find  the  boats  and  small  coasters  are  diminished  by  233. 
This  special  diminution  is  progressive,  and  corresponds  to  the  lowenng 
of  general  and  commercial  activity  in  the  island. 

On  the  other  hand  the  shipping  continues  to  show  a  gradual  increase, 
not  in  number  only,  but,  as  we  gather  from  other  sources,  in  tonnage. 

In  jparticular,  the  increase  of  British  shipping  is  worthy  of  remark. 
That  or  25  tons  and  upwards,  as  registered  at  this  oflBce,  was  as  follows  : — 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

In  cargo       

In  ballast 

YesBels. 
105 
811 

61,170 

Vessels. 

84 

868 

Tonnage. 
18,225 

69,880 

Total 

416 

89,985 

897 

82,606 

giving  an  augment  of  55  eail,  and  5,053  aggregate  tonnage  over  tboae 
registered  in  1874. 

The  great  excess  of  ballast  over  cargo  will  be  noted ;  it  indicates  a 
port,  not  of  trade,  but  of  charter-seeking  and  call. 

When  British  sailing-vessels  do  bring  cargo,  it  is  almost  invariably 
coal.  The  amount  of  this  last  article  (South  Wales  chiefly),  imported 
during  1875,  is  estimated  roughly,  but  not  I  believe,  incorrectly, 
at  60,000  tons ;  the  average  value  per  ton  9  dol.  50  c.  (IZ.  18*.)  ; 
hence  we  have  a  total  value  of  570,000  dol.  (114,000/.),  a  considerable 
advance  on  the  sums  recorded  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  steamer  movement  at  this  port,  as  may  indeed  be  anticipated 
from  the  facts  just  mentioned,  continues  to  iucrease.  The  main  lines 
touching  here  on  their  way  outward  and  homeward  are  :  — 

Royal  Mail  Company,  eenn-monthly,  between  Southampton  aud 
Colon ;  postal  subsidy. 

Compagnie  Q^nerale  Transatlantique,  between  St.  Nazairo  and 
Colon,  St.  Nazaire  and  Vera  Cruz,  Havre  and  Colon,  each  of  the  three 
lines  monthly  ;  postal  subsidy. 

Hamburg-American  Company  (German),  between  Hamburg  and 
La  Guayra,  Hamburg  and  Colon,  each  monthly. 

[542]  3  K 
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In  addition,  five  branch  inter-celoMal  lines,  three  belonging  to  the 
Boysl  Mail  Compimy,  «oA  two  to  the  Hambwg- American  Oompaaiy, 
diverge  from  this  oeutre,  some  once,  some  twice  every  month. 

For  the  information  of  those  whom  it  may  concern,  I  subjoin  the 
principal  dates  of  arrival  and  departure  foe  the  ilofal  Mail  tkeiamem. 

ASLASnO  BOUTEB. 


Soatbampton 

ct.  TxMmtMi  • 

Colon 

St  ThoBouis. . 

Sonihampton 


ArriTBiB. 


16,  8 

24,  9 

15,  28 

80,  14 


Dopsilui'OB* 


2,  17 
W,    8 

7,  22 
16,  28 


IimnooLOiaiLL  BouixB^  I. 


St.  Thomas. . 
Barbftdoes  .. 
Demerara  .. 
Barbadoea  . . 
St.  Thomas  (double  lino) 


Dqpariares. 


16 

19 

25 

1 


Intbboolonial  Bourm,  II. 

Arrivals. 

Departures. 

St-.  ThovBfl 

19 

Havana  •  •                   •  •         « • 

21 

27 

7 

14 

as 

Vera  Ona,  te 

flavana  .,         ..         

St.  Thomas       

8 

9 

A  semi-monthly  line  of  the  same  company,  starting  from  St.  Thomas, 
mftkes  the  complete  circuit  of  the  island  of  Porto  Bico,  going  on  to 
San  Domingo  and  Porto  Plata.  The  main  lines  touch  semfi-monthly 
also,  going  aad  coming,  at  Haiti  and  Jamaica. 

Besides  these,  the  Canard  Mail  line  (postal  subsidy),  runs  monthly 
between  Halifax  and  St.  Thomas,  vii  Bermuda ;  also,  a  line  between 
Kew  York  and  the  Brazils,  calling  at  St.  Thomas  going  and  coming ; 
this  line  has  for  some  months  been  interrupted,  but  ^oU  soon,  it  is  hoped, 
be  resumed;  also  the  Herrera  Spanish  steamers  ^om  Havana  and 
Porto  Bico  call  at  St.  Thomas,  though  not  with  uuTarying  punctuality, 
lour  times  each  mcmth ;  lastly,  two  Liverpool  lines,  the  West  India 
and  Pacific,  and  tiie  West  Indies  and  Mexican,  touch  here,  each  once  a 
month,  on  their  way  to  leeward. 

The  annexed  statement  shows  the  entire  navigation,  steam  and  sail, 
at  this  port  (boats  and  coasting  vessels  excepted),  for  the  tw^vemonth 
comprised  between  March  31, 1874,  and  the  similar  date  for  1875.  It 
was  supplied  me  by  the  kindness  of  the  Constd  for  the  United  States. 
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For  what  regards  port  dues,  fort  passes,  lighthouse  dues,  quarantine, 
cost  of  lighters,  water,  pilotage,  stone  hallast,  and  other  details  regard- 
ing the  harbour  itself  and  its  appurtenances,  I  beg  to  refer  to  my  report 
of  1873 ;  no  change  worth  noting  having,  with  one  exception,  occurred 
since  that  date. 

The  one  and  important  exception,  is  the  completion,  on  a  working 
scale  at  least,  of  the  long  announced  floating  dock,  which,  first  put 
together  in  1867,  then  almost  immediately  after  sunk,  and  for  a  time 
abandoned,  has  finally,  after  many  years  of  repair,  or  rather  reconstruc- 
tion, taken  up  successfully  its  first  vessel  in  November,  as  has  since  been 
in  frequent  use.  Iron-work  throughout,  it  consists  of  five  pontoons, 
each  50  feet  in  length,  with  floats,  engines,  pumps,  and  all  other  needful 
adjuncts  complete.    The  general  dimensions  stuid  thus  : — 

English  feet. 

Length 250 

Breadth  inside    ..         70 

Greatest  draft  of  water  at  which  a  ship  can  be 
taken  on,  about  20 

The  gross  weight  that  can  be  lifted  is  estimated  at  about  2,700  tons. 

This  dock  was  originally  planned  at  300  feet  in  length.  To  make  it 
actually  so,  a  sixth  pontoon  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  others  is 
required.  One  such  lies  now  in  the  harbour,  but  in  a  damaged  con- 
dition ;  when  repaired  it  will  be  added  to  the  existing  construction. 

The  kindness  of  the  Assistant  Engineer,  Mr.  C.  A.  Friend  (lately  in 
His  Highness  the  Khedive's  employment  at  Eeshu,  near  Minieh,  in 
Upper  Egypt),  has  supplied  me  with  a  copy  of  the  dock  regulations. 
SucQ  articles  as  appear  to  have  a  claim  on  general  publicity  are  here 
subjoined. 

"Art.  13.  When  the  keel  of  a  vessel  appears  above  water,  the  time 
of  her  becoming  liable  to  dock  dues  shall  commence,  but  in  the  event 
of  a  vessel  not  being  ready  to  dock  at  the  time  flxed  by  the  dock 
master,  then  the  dues  shall  be  calculated  as  if  the  vessel  had  been  so 
docked. 

"  Art.  14.  Vessels  going  into  the  dock  are  allowed  to  keep  on  board, 
in  ballast  or  cargo,  10  per  cent,  of  their  tonnage  free  of  charge ;  all 
above  that  quantity  will  be  charged  for  at  the  same  rate  per  ton  as  the 
said  vessels  may  pay. 

"  The  machinery,  boilers,  &c.,  of  steamers  to  be  charged  for  as  ballast 
or  cargo. 

"  Art.  15.  The  mode  for  measuring  vessels  shall  rule  in  accordance 
with  the  American  custom-house  measurement. 

"  Art.  16.  The  following  rates  per  ton  are  fixed  for  docking 
vessels ; — 


First  Day. 

For  each  of  the  next 
Fire  Days. 

Subsequent  Days 

Dock  Bates. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dol.  c. 

*.     d. 

c. 

«.    d. 

c. 

«.   d. 

From— 

1,001  toDfl  and  upwards        

1    60 

6      3 

26 

1    0| 

20 

0    10 

901  tons  to  1,000      

1    40 

6    10 

26 

1    0^ 

20 

0    10 

801        „        900     

1    30 

6      6 

26 

1    Or 

20 

0    10 

701        „        800      

1    20 

6      0 

26 

I    01 

20 

0    10 

601        „        700      

1    10 

4      7 

25 

1    01 
1    0 

20 

0    10 

601        „        600      

1    00 

4      2 

26 

20 

0    10 

401        „        600      

0    90 

3      9 

25 

1    01 

20 

0    10 
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"  Vessels  under  the  stated  tonnage,  per  agreement  with  the  com- 
pany's agent." 

The  rates  are  undoubtedly  high,  but  so  are  also  the  advantages 
offered  by  a  dock  in  a  port  of  call  and  refuge  like  this.  Hence  we  may 
regard  the  enterprise  as  likely,  under  proper  management,  to  conduce 
not  a  little  to  the  importance  of  St.  Thomas  as  a  marine  station,  and  to 
the  activity  of  its  shipping  movement. 

AOEICrLTUEE. 

This,  as  I  have  before  stated,  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist.  A  narrow 
ridge  of  steep  volcanic  rocks  thinly  sprinkled  with  surface  soil,  and 
overrun  with  scrub,  but  possessed  of  an  admirable  harbour,  the  best,  in 
fact,  throughout  the  West  Indies,  that  of  Havana  alone  excepted ;  at 
St.  Thomas  the  town  is  the  island,  and  the  harbour  the  town.  The 
little  outside  gardening,  for  it  cannot  be  termed  field  work,  of  the  place 
is  carried  on  by  negroes,  and  after  the  simplest  fashion.  More  favour- 
able circumstances  than  the  present,  and  in  particular  an  open  laud 
market  and  a  moderate  investment  of  capital,  might,  however,  create 
here  a  horticultural  class  that  though  necessarily  small,  would  not  be 
unimportant  nor  unadvantageous.  Negroes  are  born  agriculturists,  and 
most  of  the  minor  sub-tropical  products,  grapes,  oranges,  pine-apples, 
guavas,  &c.,  beside  pimento  and  perhaps  ginger  might  with  care  thrive 
here.  As  matters  now  stand,  it  is  want  of  means  rather  than  of  will 
that  prevents  the  peasant  blacks  from  thus  utilizing  the  many,  though 
narrow,  strips  of  good  soil  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  valleys  and 
foldings  of  the  hill  range,  especially  to  the  west  and  north. 

P0PULA.T10N  AJSfj)  Industbies. 

The  exact  number  of  inhabitants,  male  and  female,  assigned  to  the 
town  of  St.  Thomas  by  the  last  official  census,  taken  in  1870,  was 
11,681 ;  the  females  being  in  excess  of  the  males  by  2,173,  a  remarkably 
large  proportion,  and  not  readily  accounted  for.  The  same  census 
recorded  the  remaining  inhabitants  of  the  island  at  2,326,  whereof 
1,177  male  and  1,149  female ;  total,  14,007  ;  being  5,931  males,  and 
8,076  females.  .        p   , 

The  whites,  European  or  Creole,  live,  a  few  of  the  poorest  excepted, 
almost  exclusively  within  the  town,  and  form  about  one-tweltth  of 
the  entire  population.  The  remainder  is  made  up  of  coloured  or 
black,  the  latter  being  to  th^  former  in  a  proportion  of  about  five  to 
one ;  like  the  whites,  the  coloured  families  five  mostly  in  or  near  the 
town.  ,  , 

In  the  relative  positions,  as  in  the  occupations  of  these  tliree  ciasses, 
little  change  has  occurred  t^ince  my  firdt  report,  three  years  ago ;  and 
that  little  has  been  in  the  same  direction  as  the  other  progressive  modi- 
fications of  the  place  already  noted.  The  British  commercial  element, 
formerly  the  dominant  one,  has  now  almost  wholly  disappeared,  its 
place  having  been  mainly  taken,  though  on  a  much  lower  scale,  by  Ger- 
mans and  Spanish  Creoles;  the  Jewish  community  too  is  dwindlmg 
away,  sure  sign  of  the  reduced  trading  importance  of  the  place.  On 
the  other  hand  shipping  agents,  mostly  American,  increase  m  number. 

The  coloured  classes  hold  their  own,  and  show  a  rising  tendency. 
They  include  the  best  artizans,  mechanics,    and  accountants   of  the 

The  negroes,  for  whom  labour  is  abundantly  provided  by  the  re- 
quirements of  the  harbour,  the  shipping,  and  the  steamers,  increase  and 
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thrive.  They  are,  as  a  rale,  active,  orderly,  and  well-conducted ;  and  the 
stereotyped  charge  of  laziness  so  often  brought  against  them  is,  climate 
and  circumstances  rightly  considered,  as  little  justified  by  facts  in  this 
island  as  elsewhere  in  the  West  Indies.  As  a  trained  workman,  the 
negro  is  for  skill  and  aptitude  inferior  to  few,  for  willingness,  diligenoe, 
and  fidelity  to  his  employer?,  to  none. 

There  is  nothing  else  to  add  to  what  I  have  already  noted  under 
this  heading  in  1873.  Owing  perhaps  to  an  unusually  prolonged  and 
oppressive  hot  season,  abruptly  followed  by  chill  and  stormy  weather, 
the  public  health  has  been  somewhat  below  the  average,  but  none  of 
l^e  numerous  epidemics  that  have  visited  the  neighbouring  islands  have 
obtained  a  footing  here. 

Ptiblic  Wobks. 

The  fort,  prison,  barracks,  and  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  principal 
town  streets,  and  of  one  wharf  called  "  the  king's,"  excepted,  there  are, 
strictly  speaking,  no  public  works  in  the  town  or  island,  every  other 
enterprize  having  been  founded  and  still  conducted  by  private  companies 
or  by  individuals. 

The  gasworks  established  by  a  local  company  and  completed  twelve 
years  since,  then  much  injured  by  the  hurricanes  of  1867  and  1871,  are 
now  in  excellent  order,  extend  their  operations,  and  present  the  share* 
holders  with  a  yearly  dividend  of  3  J  per  cent. 

The  marine  repairing  slip,  completed  also  by  a  local  and  private 
company  in  1846,  gives  at  this  time  a  dividend  of  7  per  cent.  Its  use 
being  intended  for  vessels  of  comparatively  small  tonnage,  of  800  and 
downwards,  will  be  little  impaired  by  competition  from  the  floating  dock, 
which  is  primarily  intended  for  vessels  on  a  larger  scale. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  the  central  office  of  the  West  India 
and  Panama  Telegraph  Company  was  transferred  from  Kingston^ 
Jamaica,  to  this  place.  About  the  same  time  a  supplemental  sub- 
marine cable  was  laid  down,  connecting  St.  Thomas  on  the  one  hand 
with  Trinidad  and  its  lines  direct,  vik  St.  Croix,  and  on  the  other  with 
the  southern  sides  of  Porto  Hico  and  Cuba.  The  frequent  interruptions 
occasioned  by  damaged  cables  along  these  reef -crowded  coasts,  rendered 
the  existence  of  an  auxiliary  line  not  merely  advantageous  but  necessary. 
For  bringing  St.  Croix  into  telegraphic  union  with  St.  Thomas,  a  sub- 
sidy has  been  bargained  for  with  the  Danish  Government,  and,  indeed^ 
in  the  absence  of  any  steam  communication  between  the  iskuids,  and 
the  uncertainties  of  a  small  mail  schoofler  across  a  rough  sea  channel 
40  miles  in  width,  a  telegraphic  line  seemed  likely  to  be  of  use. 

By  these  measures  St.  Thomas  has  now,  more  decidedly  than  ever, 
asserted  its  position  as  the  centre  point  of  communication  throughout 
the  West  Indies,  a  position  it  is  long  likely  to  maintain.  For  while  the 
rapid  multiplication  of  postal  and  telegraphic  lines  to  every  quarter 
of  the  mid- American  region  removes  further  and  further  any  probability 
that  this  small  and  unproductive  spot  can  ever  resume  its  former  special 
privileges  as  a  trading  dep6t,  the  centralizing  of  the  same  lines  in  this 
-port  confirms  to  it  advantages  for  call  and  transfer  of  every  kind,  un- 
rivalled by  any  other  locality  throughout  the  Caribbean  and  Mexican 
Seas. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  subjoin  the  telegraphic  tariff,  as  here  ob- 
served, noting  that  the  rate  of  exchange  at  the  company's  offices  is 
everywhere  1  dol.  to  4*.,  or  25  c.  to  1*.,  whence  the  value  in  sterling  of 
each  separate  charge  may  readily  be  computed. 
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TeaWorda. 


Each  addi- 
tional Word. 


^Antigua 

Canada 

Cayenne   

Colon       

Demerara  and  Berbice 

DomiBica..         ..  ••         ,. 

QNat  Sntain,  Ifelaod,  and  Faooe 

Grenada 

Ouaddoape  (Baaae  ierre)  

HaTsna ., 

Jamaioa 

JuBCfetBHrne 

Kew  Brnnawick  and  ISTofa  Booiia 

Newfoundland « 

Panama    .•         ••         ••         ..         ••         •• 

Paro         

Peruambnco  • .         .  •         , .         • . 

Porto  Rico  (Ban  Juan)    .  •         

Sio  Janeiro,  Santos,  Monte  Video 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

St  Croix 

SLKitts 

St.  Lncia  . .         . ,  i 

BtTinotiit  

Surinam 

Trinidad  (port  of  Spain) 

United  Statea  eaat  of   Miiiiwippi,  inclnding 

St.  Louis  

United  States  west  of  MiBBiBsippi 


Dol.  c. 

1  00 

18  28 

8  25 
12  68 
10  56 

9  12 
5 
2 


75 
87 


19  68 
8  12 

2  00 

8  87 

4  12 
2  62 

18  18 

14  68 

11  12 

14  16 

20  64 
0  62 

21  01 

5  87 


40 
12 


2  87 
2  62 

8  '62 

12  18 
18  18 


Dol,  c. 

0  15 

1  83 
0  38 


1 
1 

0 
0 
0 

c 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


17 
06 
91 

58 
24 
87 
31 
20 
84 
41 
26 


1  22 
1  37 
I  U 


42 
07 
06 
10 
54 
04 
11 
24 
26 


0  36 

1  12 

1     22 


Fob  Messaois  of  Twenty  Wobdb. 


at  Yineefft  (Cape  de  Yeide) 
Madeira 


Dol.  c. 
56  84 
65    76 

Half  the  rates  for  ereiy  additional  twenty  words  or  under. 

Of  the  fioaidDg  dock,  an  enterprise  of  which  the  results  tend  in  the 
same  general  direction,  and  which  has  been  itself  the  great  achieyc- 
ment  of  the  year,  I  have  written  in  a  preceding  section. 

GXKEBAL  BbMASKS. 

With  the  commenceBient  of  the  year,  the  Bcilbiah  postal  sabsidj, 
gvAated  to  the  West  Indian  service  of  the  Boyal  Mail  Packet  Company 
was  renewed,  and  with  it  the  British  post  oifice  here  established  gained 
a  fresh  lease  of  existence  for  five  years.  Considering  that  the  European 
and  West  Indian  mails,  outward  and  homeward,  continue  to  be  con- 
veyed almost  exclusively  by  British  steamers,  and  taking  into  account 
the  universal  reluctance  of  correspondents,  whatever  their  nationalitr, 
in  these  parts  to  commit  their  missives  to  any  other  postal  medium,  the 
suitableness  of  this  measure  becomes  evident.  Unaer  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  SCr  Thomas  as  a  central  station,  and  its  likcliboad  to 
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continue  such,  it  is  to  be  hoped  tbat  the  advantages  of  a  British  post 
office  will  not  be  withdrawn  from  the  island. 

Of  Her  Majesty's  ships  of  the  North  American  squadron,  the 
"  Druid,"  10  guns,  corvette,  Captain  A.  Q-.  E.  Eoe,  alone  visited  this 
port  during  the  year.  German,  American,  Dutch,  and  Swedish  men-of- 
war  have,  however,  repeatedly  touched  here.  Coals  and  mails  are 
mostly  the  attractions  for  vessels  of  this  kind. 

I  subjoin  a  brief  notice  of  the  neighbouring  Danish  island  ot  St. 
John,  officially  included  in  the  municipal  as  well  as  the  general  govern- 
ment of  St.  Thomas  itself. 

St.  JoHir. 

This  island  lies  E.N.B.  of  St.  Thomas,  from  which  on  the  one  side, 
as  from  Tortola  on  the  other,  it  is  separated  by  a  narrow  sea  channel  of 
scanty  depth  and  varying  in  width  from  one  to  five  miles.  In  Hurface 
extent  it  is  hardly  inferior,  in  other  respects  it  bears  little  resemblance 
to  Sc.  Thomas.  Instead  of  one  steep  hUl  chain  running  lengthways,  we 
have  here  several  cross  ridges,  intersected  bv  deep  aud  tortuous  valleys, 
an  arrangement  much  better  adapted  than  the  former  for  the  retention 
of  soil  and  moisture.  The  ground  too  is  generally  of  a  more  fertile 
quality  than  that  of  St.  Thomas,  and  the  temperature,  owing  to  the 
slope  of  the  hills,  cooler.  Formerly  St.  John  was  extensively  laid  out 
in  cane  cultivation,  but  this  for  years  past  has  been  dwindling'  away, 
till  now  the  island  possesses  only  three  small  estates,  which  between 
them  supply  a  yearly  average  of  200  hogsheads  of  sugar.  The  rest  is 
abandoned  to  bush,  or  serves  as  pasture  land  for  an  insignificant 
amount  of  cattle.  The  shallow  sea  waters  around  abound  in  excellent 
fish  of  many  kinds,  but  the  coast  unfortunately  affords  no  good  harbour- 
age except  for  the  smallest  crad. 

About  half  of  the  islanders  are,  as  might  be  anticipated,  fishermen ; 
the  others  cultivate  the  small  estates  above  mentioned,  do  a  little 
gardening  of  the  simplest  kind,  tend  cattle,  or  help  in  distilling  a  sweet 
scented  preparation  called  "  bay  water,"  from  the  leaves  of  a  wild  laurel 
bush  that  grows  freely  among  the  hills.  But  these  occupations  are  all 
on  a  very  small  scale,  and  barely  suffice  to  keep  off  absolute  want. 

A  police  magistrate,  who  concentrates  in  himself  the  entire  local 
administration,  judicial,  financial,  and  executive,  supported  by  a  force  of 
two  negro  policemen,  a  Moravian  minister,  and  half  a  dozen  other 
residents,  constitute  the  entire  white  population.  Nor  is  the  coloured 
much  more  numerous ;  the  remaining  inhabitants  are  black.  A  sea-board 
village  called  Crux  Bay  serves  for  capital  to  the  island. 

The  general  census,  taken  fiflbeen  years  back,  gave  the  following 
return : — 

1860. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Town  of  Orux  Bay       

The  country 

62 
698 

85 
729 

147 
1,427 

Total 

760 

814 

1,574 
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Ten  years  later  the  numbers  stood  thus : — 

1870. 


887. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total, 

Town  of  Crux  Bay       

The  country       *  *        

89 
468 

60 
492 

99 
&55 

Total      .. 

502 

562 

1,054 

This  diminution,  amounting  to  one-third  of  the  population  in  ten 
years,  is  progressive,  the  falling  off  began  thirty  years  back,  and  con- 
tinues still.  Its  causes  are  two :  want  of  capital — none,  public  or 
private,  having  been  for  many  seasons  past  invested  in  the  island  ;  mid 
secondly,  a  natural  result,  want  of  occupation.  Many  of  the  negroes,  a 
hardy  and  industrious  race,  have  migrated  in  search  of  work  to  St. 
Thomas,  others  to  Tortola  and  the  adjacent  Virgin  Islands  under  the 
British  flag. 

Whatever  has  been  said  already  about  the  actual  or  potential  state 
of  agriculture  in  St.  Thomas  applies  here,  save  that  the  natural  dis- 
positions of  soil  and  climate  in  St  John  are  more  favourable  to  a 
remunerative  result.  Let  us  hope  that  some  day  this  pretty  little  island 
may  emerge  from  the  neglect  into  which  it  has  unfortunately  and 
undeservedly  fallen. 

St.  Thomas,  January  24, 1876. 
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Mej^oH  ly  Consul  Wooldridge  <m  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  of  French 
Guiana  far  the  Fear  1876. 

The  commercial  jear  of  1<875  bIiowb  a  decided  falling  off  in  (tko 
export  trade  of  the  port  of  Cayenne.  This  is  due  to  the  almoBt 
complete  abandonment  of  agricultural  labour  in  the  colony,  which  has 
been  replaced  by  the  gold  industry,  and  the  following  return  of  expoits 
shows  that  the  value  of  the  gold-finds  during  the  year  has  risen]  to 
€4,300?.  more  than  that  of  1874.. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OATBKKE. 


00 


o 


I 


^1 


■3  ^ 

if  g 


l! 


I 


I 


1 


6 

a 


I 


111! 


„   fl^  e8  I 


lO  C4  <^  lO  09  OO  O 

00  00  e^  00  o  CO  «o 
06      a»      eoko^• 


CO  o  r-4  eq*^ 
»0  ^- CI  »o  eo^ 


oo^jt^c^ocooootoo 
^eocov3cOi-HaD<DC4 
ooi»i»,t«aOf*4ioo>(o 


o  oa 
to  o 


.i§ 


Cl) 


>  CM      .A« 


.SS 


lO  CD  <^  to  04  00  lO  .b*  O         «H  kO 

00  09  i-«  00  o  «D  la  00  o      oi  eq 

04  rH 

04 


^tOO<l'^^«t-<00»O00 

1^  CO  00  00  "^  ©i,"-^  *•  00^ 


8 


OPhMOMi.:? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SiO 


nASOB. 


The  following  table  ebowa  tho  articles  which  have  been  affected  by 
he  policj  of  the  commercial  and  agricultural  community : — 


Names  of  Articles. 


Raw  sugar 
Ck>coa     .« 
Coflfeo     . . 
Cloves  (doos)   . 
Cotton    . . 
Roucon  (paste)  . 
Tafia      .. 
Ismglass. . 
Cabinet  wood 
Hides     . . 
Native  gold 


Kilos. 


Litres 
KUos. 

)» 
Number 
Qrammee 


Year  1874. 


172,916 

29,872 

922 

950 

14,254 

171,668 

22,021 

4,448 

381,470 

1,772 

1,432,175 


Year  1875. 


68,866 

27,167 

841 

787 

4,472 

194,830 

22,955 

2,257 

50,144 

1,588 

1,996,218 


Against 
1874. 


23,162 
984 


564,038 


Against 
1875. 


104,050 

2,706 

581 

16S 

5,782 


2,186 

331,826 

189 


According  to  which  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  but  two  articles 
of  agriculture,  viz.,  roucon  and  tafia,  show  an  increase  over  those  of 
1874,  and  that  the  industry  in  all  the  others  has  sensibly  diminished. 
The  gold  finds,  it  is  true,  show  an  important  increase,  but  in  no  way 
can  it  be  considered  to  indemnify  the  loss  to  agriculture.  All  this  is  de- 
cidedly unfavourable  to  the  well-being  of  the  colony,  especially  as  but  a 
minimum  number  of  those  gold  explorers  are  successful,  who,  from  the 
position  of  their  grants,  monopolize  nearly  all  the  gold  industry. 
Under  the  heading  "  gold "  I  will  speak  further  of  this  particular 
branch  of  industry. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  market  prices  of  colonial 
produce  during  the  past  year : — 


Gold  .. 
Hides  .. 
Sugar  . . 
Cocoa  .. 
Coffee  . . 
Coffee  in  husk 
Cloves  .  • 
Cotton  .  • 
Boucon  .. 
Tafia  .. 
Isinglass 
Bice 

Couae    .. 
Molanes 


Weights  and 
Measures. 

Prices. 

Fr.    c. 

Per  gramme  . . 

2    85 

Per  hide 

12    00 

Per  kilo. 

0    44 

a                 •  • 

0    85 

3    00 

2    60 

1     00 

2    60 

1     50 

Per  litre 

0    55 

Per  kilo. 

6     00 

»>              •  • 

0    60 

ji              •  • 

0     60 

»              •  • 

0     55 

The  year,  however,  has  not  been  unimportant  as  regards  the  cultiva- 
tion of  vivres,  vegetables,  fruit,  Ac,  so  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
life  here,  though  a  large  quantity  of  couac,  viz.,  88,085  kilos.,  was 
imported  during  the  year  from  Brazil,  on  account  of  the  failure  in  the 
crops  of  manioc  last  year,  and  which  sold  at  3</.  per  kilo.  I  may 
mention  that  a  few  insignificant  quantities  of  other  articles  were  pro- 
duced and  exported  in  the  year,  such  as  india-rubber,  381  kilos.; 
simarouba  corK,  42  kilos.;  and  timber,  475  steres,  being  216  stores 
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more  tban  in  1874 ;  whilst  molasses,  cloves,  (griffes),  roucon  (brixine), 
sarsaparilla  root,  and  prepared  skins  do  not  figure  at  all. 

It  ia  especially  disheartening  for  those  interested  in  the  colony  to 
observe  the  falling  off  in  the  production  of  sugar  as  well  as  that  of 
coffee.  This  latter  is  the  Mocha,  for  the  cultivation  of  which  this 
country  is  especially  adapted,  and  was  at  one  time  an  important  staple 
of  the  colony.  T?his  valuable  product,  however,  is  not  lost  to  the 
world,  as  although  temporarily  abandoned,  the  trees  continue  to  thrive 
in  a  wild  state,  and  may  be  reclaimed  hereafter.  There  are  thousands 
of  coffee  trees  interspersed  in  the  forests  of  the  inhabitable  part  of  the 
colony  which  have  been  abandoned  for  years.  They  attain  a  height  of 
about  fifteen  or  sixteen  feet,  with  a  circumference,  a  few  feet  from  the 
ground,  of  thirty  inches ;  they  are  rich  in  foliage  but  do  not  bloom. 
The  coffee  tree  also  appears  to  be  safe  from  the  ravages  of  insects, 
whereas  manv  other  trees  suffer  vitally  from  this  evil.  Cotton  also, 
and  raw  isinglass,  that  is,  certain  portions  of  the  entrails  of  the  yellow 
machoiran  (silurua  mystus)  have  decreased  50  per  cent,  from  last  year, 
and  the  loss  to  the  healthy  and  valuable  industry  of  clearius^  land  and 
procuring  cabinet  wood  is  about  87  per  cent.  In  spite,  therefore,  of 
the  protection  given  to  afiriculturists  by  the  local  Government,  the  aU- 
absorbine;  interest  in  gola  industry  has  carried  the  day,  and  secures 
nearly  all  the  labour ;  and  agricultural  industry  finds  itself  yearly  more 
insignificant ;  and  this  country,  which  is  tl\^  most  richly  productive  in 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  which  is  very  thmly  populated,  is  obliged  to 
import  from  a  neighbouring  State  its'  bread  (couac),  which  appears 
almost  as  anomalous  as  importing  coals  into  South  Wales.  French 
Guiana  is  one  of  the  most  favoured  lands  in  the  torrid  zone ;  the 
climate  is  not  of  the  best,  no  better  than  it  was  centuries  ago,  but 
were  the  land  cleared  in  a  comparative  degree  of  its  superfluous  vegeta- 
tion, the  climate  would  be  no  longer  what  it  is ;  and  since  gold  has 
been  found  and  has  occupied  the  exclusive  attention  of  the  colonists 
for  over  twenty  years,  agriculture  languishes  and  is  dying;  and  the 
question  is,  as  was  lately  put  by  a  member  in  the  Chamber  of  AgricuU 
ture,  *'  Should  the  gold  run  out,  what  then  P ''  There  is  much  capital 
now  in  the  colony  possessed  by  natives  who  have  made  enormous 
fortunes  at  the  gold  washings,  mostly  coloured  men,  some  of  them 
quite  black,  who  a  few  years  ago  belonged  to  the  labouring  classes,  but 
who  to-day  count  their  francs  by  millions  (I  do  not  exaggerate), 
and  keep  their  carriages;  but  these  riches  are  seldom  employed  by 
these  "  enfans  du  pays  '  for  the  good  of  the  country  they  should  justly 
cherish,  and  away  from  which  they  could  not  live.  The  administration 
steadily  perseveres  in  cutting  roads  through  the  bush,  but  the  sinews  of 
war  are  weak,  and  the  high  roads  to  the  interior  are  still  the  rivers  and 
creeks.  Even  from  the  banks  of  these  waterways,  through  their  own 
land,  to  the  placers  which  have  given  them  such  immense  fortunes^ 
these  fortunate  men  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  make  a  respectable 
pathway.  The  original  tracks  made  by  the  explorers  years  a^o  with 
their  sabres  and  hatchets,  leaving  just  sufficient  room  for  a  man  to  pass, 
still  exist,  and  to  this  day  are  kept  open  by  the  same  means  only. 

In  the  months  of  May,  June,  ana  July  of  1875,  stimulating  reports 
upon  the  progress  of  agriculture  appeared  in  the  colonial  journal,  whicli 
seemed  to  show  that  agriculture  was  not  affected  by  the  presence  of 
gold  in  the  soil;  but  I  fear  from  the  absence  of  any  further  reports 
there  was  little  foundation  for  them,  though  a  praiseworthy  pro- 
pulsion was  attempted.  The  May  report  said  that  *'the  agricultural 
movement  appearea  to  be  returning  to  life,  as  on  three  large  estates 
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and  sevend  minor  ones  tha  wopka  liad  be^i  re>congtituted,  and  tiw 
sugar-cane  grown  eorered  250  acres  of  land,  eyidentlj  one  of  the  e£foeto 
of  the  Indian  immigration.''  (Alas,  the  eoolies  are  for  the  meet  part 
told  off  for  work  tit  the  placers.) — "  That  the  price  in  roucon  hack  gone 
np  in  Europe,  and  that  it  is  one  of  the  stales  of  the  colonj,  and  its 
cultivation  easy  and  inexpensive." 

SpeakiBg  of  the  cultivation  of  the  ramie  plant  (China  grasi^  which 
has  been  so  strongly  and  persistently  urged  upon  the  attention  of 
oultivators  as  a  lucrative  labour  by  the  administration,  the  report  said 
^*  that  its  culture  wae  progressing,  that  tea  acres  had  been  sown  at  a 
plantation  at  Macouria,"  (a  fertile  district  nearest  north  of-  the  island 
of  Cayenne)  '^  and  that  the  local  Comit6  d'Ezposition  had  deoiaaded  and 
obtained  a  machine  for  cleaning  this  article  in  its  raw  state." 

Begarding  the  manioc  harvest,  '*  it  had  far  exeeeded  that  of  1874,  as 
the  season  was  favourable  at  the  time  of  planting,  having  allowed  the 
young  plants  to  gain  great  force  before  the  deva&tatuig  rt(ins  of  Ma^ 
and  June  had  set  in ;  that  other  cultures  were  in  exocdknl?  omditios, 
but  that  the  coffee  crop,  which  has  alternately  its  good  and  bad  harves^^ 
had  not  been  good  this  year;  that  6^000  feet  of  vanilla  pkats  had  beea 
pkmted  during  the  previous  three  months,  axid  that  they  w^e  pros* 
peiing  under  uie  influence  of  a  not  too  severe  winter." 

The  J  une  report  said,  ^  the  harvest  of  cocoa  and  roucon  continued 
during  the  month,  and  the  price  of  the  latter  article  h%d  risen  in  tiie 
Cayenne  market  from  60  c  and  80  c  to  1  fr.  30  c.  and  1  fr.  40  c;  the 
^S!0.y  that  it  was  encouraging  to  affricnlture,  and  might  prevent,  m 
spite  of  the  gold  fbver,  the  entire  abandonment  of  the  roucon  planta* 
kons."  (This,  according  to  published  statistics,  has  proved  to  have 
be^i  a  true  and  reasonable  conjecture.) 

It  also  said  that,  '^  although  the  cultivation  of  the  vanilla  and  ramie 
plants  does  not  enjoy  a  great  popularity  in  the  colony,  they  grow  so 
easily  and  require  so  little  labonir,  and  no  further  trouble  after  the  first| 
that  one  might  well  prophesy  for  them  a  grand  r61e  in  the  agricultural 
future. 

There  are  but  two  estates  on  which  serious  attention  is  given  to 
tiie  cultivation  of  these  plants.  Coffee,  as  anticipated,  gave  but  indif* 
ferent  results  as  regards  quantity,  but  sold  in  May  last  for  4  fr.  per 
kilo,  at  Cayenne.  The  manufacture  of  sugar  began  in  June  and 
continued  throughout  the  dry  season.  A  slight  augmentation  was 
anticipated  in  its  production.  We  have  seen  the  results  as  regards  tiie 
quantity  exported;  much  however  may  have  been  consumed  in  the 
oolonv,  not  necessarily  more  than  in  former  years. 

The  report  goes  on, ''  In  spite  of  the  heavy  rains,  timber^felling  has 
continned  energetically  dunng  the  last  three  months,  and  39,000 
shingles  and  2,000  metres  of  squared  wood  have  been  made  at  Eoura." 
(An  inland  district  9.W.  of  Cayenne.) 

It  acknowledges  that,  "  There  was  a  falling  off  in  the  rearing  of 
cattle,  due  to  the  neglect  of  those  in  charge,  who  made  no  effort  either 
to  augment  their  number  or  to  improve  the  breed  ;  and,  that  the  local 
Government,  to  counteract  this  carelessness,  had  imported  good  breed- 
ing bulls  from  France,  and  had  caused  them  to  be  placed  among  the 
herds.''  I  fear  the  g<^d  is  not  entirdk  innocent  of  this  negligence  in 
the  cattle  breeding.  In  July,  the  pnce  of  roucon  rose  20  c.  per  kilo, 
above  that  in  the  preceding  month.  The  prosperity,  however,  of  the 
colonial  treasurer  on  aeeount  of  the  Rold  indostij,  has  enabled  the 
Government  to  increase  the  salaries  of  employes  in  inferior  positions 
in  almost  every  department  of  the  administration. 
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The  dutiea  at  the  coBtom-hoofle  for  exportation  of  articles  of  trade 
dnring  the  year  1875,  and  thosa  appointed .  for  1876,  have  been,  and 
sie,  the  same  as  stated  by  me  in  mj  last  report. 

iMFOBTAfflOK. 

Agriculture  haying  been,  negieoted,  a  liberal  impartation  of  foreign 
stidaB  of  coEsiunplaon  had  beeomfi  necessary  in  consequence,  and 
ptioeahasre  been  altogether  higher  than  in  former  years,  and,  therefore, 
to  importers  the  year  has  been  aatiafiu^ry.    Increased  quantities  of 

ii  and  floor  have  been  reqmred  to  meet  the  demand  through  the 

aency  in  the  usual  harvest  of  these  articles. 
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FBAKCE. 


British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  Cayenne  during  the  Tear  1875. 

aHTEBED. 


Nation. 

Veaselfl. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

BritiRh 

French 

American 

Dutch 

Brazilian 
Portuguese      . . 

4 

67 
14 

4 

1 
2 

8,984 

15,856 

1,756 

267 

118 

885 

187 

1,258 

118 

20 

0 

18 

Total      . . 

92 

22,361 

1,555 

Clxabed. 

Nation. 

Veaselfl. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

British 

French 

American 

Dutch 

Brazilian 
Portuguese 

4 
68 
12 
4 
1 
2 

8,984 
15,261 

2,402 
267 
118 
885 

187 

1,197 

126 

20 

9 

18 

Total      .. 

86 

22,412 

1,507 

The  aboYB  shows  hut  little  difference  in  the  burthen  of  vessels 
entered  and  cleared  at  Cayenne  between  the  years  1876  and  1874, 
though  the  number  of  vessels  is  in  excess  of  the  latter  year. 

No  appearance  has  been  put  in  by  the  promised  line  of  English  and 
American  steamers  for  tho  coasting  trade,  which  has  been  augmented 
by  the  addition  of  a  small  steamer  belonging  to  a  Martinique  company. 
The  Local  Government  has  been  moving,  and  with  apparent  success, 
for  the  creation  of  a  line  of  steamers  to  run  between  Cayenne  and  Para, 
which  would  effectually  open  up  direct  steam  communication  between 
Hio  de  Janeiro  and  New  York.  This  question  has  been  discussed  since 
the  year  1871,  but  it  soon  after  dropped  on  account  of  the  enormous 
subsidy  demanded  by  the  Compagnie  Q-6n6rale  Transatlantique  for  con- 
tinuing its  monthly  route  to  PaS  and  back  of  800,000  fr.  per  annum, 
to  be  divided  between  the  two  ports.  This  was  so  clearly  beyond  the 
means  of  the  colony  that  the  affair  was  shelved,  but  was  again  discussed 
in  June,  1875,  when  a  private  company  came  forward  with  offers  of  a 
nature  to  be  entertained.  This  caused  the  Compagnie  Gen^rale  Trans- 
atlantique  to  lower  its  price  to  60,000  fr.  per  annum,  on  condition  of  an 
entire  exemption  from  all  port  dues  at  both  ports.  This  offer  was 
unanimously  accepted  by  the  Chamber;  but  it  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  Para  will  be  disposed  to  accept  its  moiety  of  the  expenses  for 
a  doubtful  advantage. 

A  new  commercial  company  for  importing  goods,  called  the  United 
Commercial  Guiana  Company,  has  been  established  at  Cayenne,  the 
object  being  not  only  to  make  a  fair  profit  by  the  trade,  but,  which  is 
of  great  consequence  to  the  inhabitants,  to  cause  the  traders  in  whose 
hands  the  present  import  trade  is  to  reduce  their  exorbitant  prices  on 
all  imported  goods,  mostly  articles  of  consumption,  except  manufactured 
goods.    This  company  is  supplied  from  the  United  States. 
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CAYENNE. 


The  following  list  of  a  collection  of  objects  gent  in  May,  1875,  to  be 
exhibited  at  the  Exposition  Maritime  et  Fluviale,  at  Paris,  will  show 
the  variety  and  riches  of  the  resources  of  this  beautiful  country,  prin- 
cipally in  alimentary  substances,  medicinal  plants,  textile,  tanning  and 
colouring  matters,  oleaginous  grains,  minerals,  &c.,  &c. : — 


MnnaALS  Aim  Uwujb, 


YariooB  spedmens  of  gold  quartz. 
Qoirtz  oontaining  iron. 
Mica  and  feldapath. 
Lepidopteral  talc  schist. 


Yaiions  other  specimenB  of  quartz. 
Specimena  of  granite. 
Yellow  ochre. 
Gneiaa. 


AlDCEBTABT  QUBBfUXOtB,  MmiOINAL  PlAJITB,  PaiBIBVBBy  &0. 


Flour,  from  the  bread  fruit. 

Banana  flour. 

Tapioca. 

Cocoanut  flour. 

Aeharda  (pickles). 

Seed  of  congu6r6coD  (crushed,  is  a  con- 
diment tasting  of  pepper,  cinnamon, 
and  nutmeg ;  is  diuretic). 

Nutmegs. 

Acajou  nuts. 

CoManut  preserves. 

Ouava  preserre  and  jelly. 

Gusts  cheese. 

Ciystallized  oranges. 

Calicbas  and  patte-pattes  (crabs  in 
brine^  make  an  esteemed  soup). 

Conabion,  a  mixture  of  manioc  juice 
and  pepper,  an  Indian  condiment. 

I%:ieapple  syrup. 

Cherry  syrup. 

Guava  syrup. 

Syrup  of  red  sorrel. 

Cinnamon. 

Saffinon. 

Tonka  beans. 

Cocoa  beans,  from  the  carolinea 
aquatiqua. 

Canaris  macaques  (lecestis  olearia,  en- 
closing a  natural  preserve  of  a  resinous 
taste). 

Pepper  (amomum). 

Matrices  of  the  clove  tree. 

Bark  of  the  roots  of  the  "  bois  balle." 

Flour  from  sweet  potatoes. 

Sugar  canes. 

Plants  of  the  zilopis^  an  Indian  pepper. 

Sweet  peppers  in  vinegar. 

Coffee  b^ns  in  vinegar. 


Honey. 

Couac,  yellow  and  white. 

Cramatin  th^if^re,  a  medicinal  tea. 

Creepers  (antidotes  for  poison). 

Odoriferous  bark  of  red  wood  (boumiri 

balsamifera). 
Bark  of  coucheri  (spice). 
Bark  and  roots  of  smilaz. 
Snocedaneum  of  sarsapuilla. 
Creeper,  intoxicating  (erithrina  peidia). 
Stomachic  marshmallow. 
Limes  in  brine. 
Pareira-brava  (abuta  rufesoeni^  infuBcd 

in  alcohol  or  in  rum  and  anieeed,  it 

makes   an   excellent   and    harmless 

absinthe,  and  is  used  in  complaints 

of  the  liver  and  bladder). 
Ayafiana,  a  stomachic  tea. 
Boots  of  the  guava  tree  (astringent, 

used  in  dysentery). 
Bark  of  roots  of  simarouba  (good  in 

dysentery). 
Various  other  barks. 
Various  kinds  of  salt  fish. 
Tamooka,  a  root  which  causes  nausea, 

an  Indian  medicine. 
Fruit  from  the  paripou  palm. 
Dried  bananas. 
Sago. 

Arrowroot. 
Starch. 
Limejuice. 
Acacia  seed  (crushed   aud   soaked  in 

vinegar,  is  good  for  ringworm). 
Baw  sugar. 
Roucon. 
Tafia  (rum). 


TjanuB  Aim  Fibbovb  Mattbbs. 


Cotton  (bombft  ceiba). 
Indian  tow  (good  for  caulking). 
Hibiscus  eaoS^i  (hitherto  unknown). 
Carpets  and  fibres  of  caratas. 
Mouconmoucou  (used  in  paper  making). 


Maho  cotton  (arbrisseau). 

Pawpaw. 

Fibres  of  genipa. 

Fibres  and  seed  of  balouron. 

Fibres  of  bromelia. 
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TBAJrOZ. 


Wood. 


Blodto  of  floAki-iibboii,  a  beMtlfal  wood 

Hied  b^  cabinet  makera 
Rose  wood  (femelle),  used  in  oabinoi 

making,  and  smells  of  the  rose. 
A  collection  of  155  species  of  wood. 


Wapagni,  an  oiiar  wtod  UMd  i 
floinigiet.  feM«# 

Coomat6  bark  and  blodk  (baa  aa  excel- 
lent polish). 

Montonchi  coik. 


TAHraiQ  AMD  00IAUBn»  MlKBBB,  GUMS, 


jn> 


Corrosi?e  essence  of  acigoa. 

Lac6e  leaves. 

Courbaril  resin. 

Caoutchouc  seed. 

Gutta  percha. 

Mangrove  bark  (used  in  tanning). 


Besin  §1^6  (incense). 

Besin  of  man!  (used  aa  tar). 

Extract  of  roucon  (may  be  delivered  in 
Europe  at  4  fr.  the  kilo.,  which  ia 
rebtmlj'  MbrkfF  to  Ike  price  jpaid' 
for  roucon  in  paste). 


OUJkttVOVS  SUBSTAKOES. 


Oil  of  thei  awara  palm.  Thia  pafan  ia 
veiy  common  on  the  coaat  of  Fionch 
Guiana;  the  firaii  grows  to  a  fine 
bunch,  and  rijMBM  and  fiUla  betwBOA 
February  and  Apiil.  It  is  one  of  the 
ttoat  usefel  of  treea^for  every  paiiiele 
of  it  is  utilized*  The  reolriaa.8ndorifio 
equal  to  sarsaparilla;  the  trunk  in 
ito  matnro  alate  ia  need  in  the  oon- 
atfcnattoa  of  housea;,  and  ia  inery 
dtMable;  the  youag  leavea  am  aaed 
in  iMiking  hala,  basket  andhroome ; 
the  heart  or  cAbbago  is  a  deUcious 
vegetable;  thehnak  fiumiakea  an  oil 
ei^hi^ed  in  lighting  and  in  ma£ing 
aoap,  and  even  in  cooking  by  the 
loiror  daaiea;  and  from  the  nut  i» 
extracted  a  &tty  substanee,  oalled 
qnio-quio,  used  in  rheunatio  com- 
plaints. 

Qu  and  aaed  of  the  comon  plant. 

Oil  of  the  cavuana  tovioiae. 

liaripa  butter  or  oil  (altaba  exoeka). 

Houcaya  oil  (acromia  sclepocarpa). 

Ouab$  oil  (omphalea  diandria). 

Fruit  of  the  maripa  palm  in  bdae. 


Fruit  of  the  awara  palm  in  brine. 

Fruit  of  the  oomnn  palmin  brine. 

Patawa- seeds* 

Bankool  nuts. 

Coupi  nuts  (aclou  coupi). 

Wax  from  the  yayamadon  (Indianr 
tallow). 

Sesama. 

Pekea  fruit  and  seed  (pekea  baiiroaa)^ 
The  pekea  producea  excellent  timbar 
for  ship  buildings  and  an  oil  need  iii» 
cookipA  but  it  doaa  notkaeik  l<Ht&AS 
it  thidkenai  kence  "bntixosa."  Tha 
fruit  or  ahaond  ia  veiy  palatable, 
tasting  of  the  filbert,  aoa  yielda  a 
very  fine  oil  of  an  exquisUe  fukvoor. 

Carapa  soap  (manufactured  in  Gaj^eniie). 

Vegetable  butter  in  aeed. 

Savonnette  seed  (used  in  washing  and 
in  making  cbaplets). 

Carapa  fruit  and  seed. 

Gai«pa  oU  (sella  at  Cayenne  at  2  fr.  the 
kilo.). 

Fruit  ^  the  tonka  (dypteria  odorata). 

Maripa  aeed. 

Tarious  other  seeds. 


Live  animals  and  manj  otiier  articles  ethnical  to  Fionch  GtdaMi- 

The  Bake. 

This  institution  contiaues  to  prosper.  The  dividends  dhtriboted  to> 
the  sbareholders  for  the  six  months  ended  the  dlst  Decembej*,  1^4^ 
were  6*70  fr.  per  cent. ;  and  during  the  first  six  months  of  1875  were 
8'61  fr.  per  cent,  on  the  nomiaai  capital,  raising  the  value  of  the  shares 
from  500  fr.,  its  primitive  figure,  to  850  fr. 

Bills  at  fotiir  ^ttys'  sij^t  continue  to  be  taken  ait  2  per  oettt^ 
premium,  though  it  is  hoped  they  may  be  reduacd  to  1  per  cwit. 

Discount  remains  at  the  normal  number  of  0>  and  8  per  eeilt. 

Gold. 

The  gold  industry  has  flourished  throughout  the  year  1875,  and  the- 
average  yield  ner  month  has  been  9,427  ounces.  One  gold  mine  at 
Sinnamary  lately  produced  a  nugget,  amongst  its  other  riches,  weighing 
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MO  gnunraefl,  or  nesrij  2  lbs.  New  discoyeries  of  gold  Have  been 
Bade  ct  Iraeonbo,  where,  hitherto,  the  soil  has  been  nnfruitful.  Tbe 
tOBommaoB  of  latnd  for  gold  prospecting  continued  to  iocreaBe  daring 
ike  year,  wad  grants  orer  an  extent  of  1,111,000  hectares  were  made 
imrmg  the  first  half  of  the  jear.  Finds,  also,  and  concessions  have 
teea  Hiade  at  liana  aod  Maroni ;  but  many  grants  hare  also  been  aban- 
doned as  Btertle,  or  from  difficnlties  not  to  be  overcome  through  want  of 
fimdB  to  eontinne  the  prospection.  It  is,  tiierefbre,  not  to  be  supposed 
tkat  celd  is  to  be  obtained  without  verj  serere  labour  and  trouble. 
^I>iea  ne  Mt  tomber  nuUe  part  lea  allouettes  r6ties." 
M.  Paul  G6e,  who  has  produced  seyeral  articles  on  the  French 
•Amiea,  ondtimong  ikem  one  on  French  Guiana  as  a  gold-producing 
•Mulij,  predicts  for  it  the  poettion,  not  of  one  of  the  first  of  their  colo- 
■ka,  but  of  ^  first.  A  free  translation  of  an  unpublished  ^  M6moire/' 
tairaght  into  notice  by  him,  containing  instructions  to  a  company 
fisroied  for  working  tlie  beds  of  the  riyers  of  French  Guiana,  which 
pany  has  already  arrryed  at  Oajenne,  may  not  be  out  of  place  in 
vepNort,  as  this  is  the  first  attempt  to  extract  gold  from  the  riyera 


91ie  Mteaire  says . — ^  The  greatest  part  of  the  metal,  it  is  belieyed, 
ia'to  be  fomd  in  the  beds  of  the  riyers  and  creeks,  and  this  opinion  is 
iMnded  en  two  reasonable  suppositions.  1.  Frenoh  Guiana  is  traversed 
tnm  'flovlh  to  north  by  immense  rivers,  whose  currents,  very  strong 
dbmg^e  lainy  season,  cease  to  flow  with  any  rapidity  during  the  dry 
seaaem.  On  eac!h  Bide  of  these  rivers  flow  creeks,  whose  sources,  like 
tteaa^ftiie principal  riyers,  are  situated  in  the  Tumac  Oomack  moun- 
tabis,  wbicfc  sepasvte  the  three  Guianas  from  Brazil.  It  is  already 
kwwn^mt-^ese'mofmtains  are  the  origin  of  all  the  gold  mines  found 
in  Btaafl  (?),  and  the  geological  conformation  of  French  Guiana  beinfi^ 
kb&tieid  to  that  of  'Brmi,  it  is  logical  to  conclude  that  the  gold  spread 
over  French  Guiana  also  comes  from  these  mountains,  brourht  down 
b^  ^e  ndns.  The  heavy  particles  have  remained  in  the  beds  of  these 
TPniB,  whikt  the  lighter  ones  and  the  dust  have  been  scattered  over 
ihe  pMns;  or  2.  That  these  gold  bearings  come  from  mountains  in  the 
interior  of  the  cc^ony,  and  have  been  washed  down  in  a  simUar  manner. 

"  Whichever  opinion  is  right,  it  seems  to  be  an  undoubted  fact  that 
gold  exists  in  the  oeds  of  ail  the  riveca  in  much  greater  quantities  than 
on  the  land.  But  the  difficulties  are  great ;  these  rivers  are  rapid  and 
daa*,  a»d  the  beds  are  interlaoed  by  roots  of  trees  and  encumbered  by 
nMm  lying  everywhere.  These  difficulties,  however,  it  is  thought,  may 
beoveroome,  and  we  are  turning  our  attention  and  experience  to  that 
aad,  confident  ^«t  xmtold  riches  are  there  concealed.  The  difficulty  of 
obtaining  labour,  provisioning,  &c.,  where  communication  is  difficult 
flBderepy^ing excessively  dear,  has  obliged  gold  seekers  hitherto  to  be 
eaotaii  to  kx>k  for  gold  along  the  banks  and  on  the  plains.  The 
work  necessitates  the  employment  of  a  large  number  of  experienced 
laboraera;  it  demands  an  enormous  preliminary  labour,  often  without 
aatiafiictory  results ;  in  some  cases  the  waters  must  be  turned  out  of 
tbeir  natofid  channels ;  shafto,  between  six  and  seven  feet  deep,  must 
lie  sank ;  and  twe  or  three  months  are  spent  in  unprofitable  labour  for 
a  few  days  of  useful  work.  So  the  placers  at  present,  of  which  iiie 
baMe  (16  Htres)  does  not  produce  more  than  50  c,  are  abandoned  as 
niinons  transactions.  By  carrying  on  our  simnle  process  a  return  of 
20  c.  to  the  battle,  that  is,  25  fr.  to  the  ton  or  ore,  large  profits  are 
expected,  and,  once  admitted,  the  extraction  of  gold  will  be  easier  and 
labour  less. 

"The  first  streams  to  explore  will  be  the  Oyac,  the  Orapa,  and  the 
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Comt^,  whose  beds  are  known  to  be  rich  in  gold,  for  placers  abound 
along  their  banks  which  have  been  very  successful.  Their  prozLmitj 
also  to  Cayenne  will  smooth  many  difficulties  towards  an  establishment. 
"The  prospection  will  be  carried  on  as  follows: — A  small  steamer, 
about  forty  feet  locg,  will  be  sent  out  to  Cajenne,  drawing  not  more 
than  two  feet  water  when  not  working  over  the  gold  beds,  so  that  it 
may  pass  over  everything.  It  will  be  furnished  with  powerful  wind- 
lasses to  assist  in  breasting  the  currents,  and  over  the  stem  will  be 
placed  a  steam  winch  with  drags  for  lifting  the  ore  which  may  be  dis- 
placed at  the  bottom  of  the  river.  At  the  stern  there  will  also  be 
another  machine  with  teeth,  called  a  '  perforateur,'  worked  also  by 
steam,  its  action  on  the  bed  of  the  river  being  of  two  kinds,  viz., 
perpendicular  where  quartz  or  rocks  are  met  with,  in  order  to  crush 
them  and  penetrate ;  and  horizontal  and  circular,  on  the  surface  of  soft 
earth  or  js^ravel.  It  will  possess  an  inspiratory  power  like  a  pump, 
capable  of  bringing  up  the  ore,  which  will  be  emp^ed  into  an  iron  well 
in  a  bar^e  towing  astern  of  the  steamer.  A  diver,  with  apparatus  com- 
plete, will  also  be  attached  to  the  expedition.  On  reaching  that  part  of 
the  river  to  be  prospected  the  diver  will  descend  and  examine  the 
bottom  of  the  river,  and  report  upon  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  drags. 
No  matter  what  they  may  be,  whether  large  stones  or  roots  of  trees,  an 
attempt  should  always  be  made  to  remove  them  before  sinking  the 
drags.  When  the  bottom  is  clear,  the  drags  should  be  lowered  and  be 
made  to  penetrate  to  the  *  terrain  vierge,'  and  the  ore  brought  up  must 
be  cast  into  the  well  into  the  barge  astern ;  whilst  the  steamer  should 
be  worked  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other  in  a  zigzag  manner. 
An  iron  grating  should  be  placed  over  the  well,  through  which  the  ore 
is  to  be  thrown.  In  analyzing  the  contents  of  the  wdl,  the  mean  pro- 
portion of  the  gold  will  be  found  in  a  given  quantity  of  ore.  The  cnief 
of  the  expedition  is  to  indicate  exactly,  on  a  plan,  the  spot  which  has 
been  prospected,  and  will  mark  it  by  fixed  points.  He  will  make  his 
observations  regarding  the  site,  and  notify  the  proportion  of  metal 
found  in  the  ore.  Should  this  trial  of  the  nearer  rivers  to  Cayenne 
turn  out  successful,  the  prospection  of  the  larger  ones  of  Sinnamary 
and  Appronague  will  be  attempted  in  a  similar  manner.*' 

Financial. 

The  operations  which  concluded  the  financial  year  on  the  30th  June, 
1875,  found  the  position  as  regards  the  receipts  over  the  expenditure 
to  be  very  satisfactory,  there  having  been  an  excess  of  54,188  fr.  81  c, 
the  actual  receipts  foreseen  1875  amounting  to  1,415,226  fr.,  whilst 
they  really  amounted  to  1,519,799  fr. 

The  sources  whence  this  augmentation  arose  were  the  liquidations 
at  the  custom-house,  and  divers  products  and  revenue  due  principally 
to  the  development  of  the  gold  industry. 

The  expenses  of  the  year  have  also  exceeded  those  anticipated  by 
36,265  fr.  46  c.  f  ^ 

The  receipts  up  to  November  30, 1875,  amounted  to  1,197,864  fr, 
44  c,  and  the  expenses  to  1,163,507  fr.  44  c.,  leaving  an  excess  of 
34,357  fr.  * 

The  total  receipts  anticipated  for  1876  amount  to  1,695,074  fr.,  and 
may  be  divided  as  follows  :— 
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Produce. 

Estimate. 

Augmen- 

Nature of  Receipts. 

1875. 

1876. 

tation  in 

1876. 

Directtazes         

Indirect  taxes 

Metropolitan  subsidy 

Deduction  on  caisse  de  r6Berye  . . 

Francs. 

218,488 

1^01,905 

110,000 

21,617 

Francs. 

224,476 

1,290,598 

110,000 

70,000 

Franca. 

6,038 

88,693 

48,388 

Total         

1,551,960 

1,695,074 

143,114 

The  total  of  ex^naes  anticipated  for  the  same  year  amount  to  the 
same  sum,  and  the  increase  is  due  to  the  building  of  new  public  workF, 
and  is  as  follows : — 

Francs. 
Ordinary  expenses — 

Administration 1,097,989 

Public  works 522,916 

Divers  expenses 64,219 

1,695,074 
Extraordinaiy  expenses        ]l6moire. 

Grand  total         1,695,074 

Total  budget  of  1875      ..         ..     1,551,960 

Difference  in  &your  of  1876     . .        148,11 4 

In  concluding  his  budget,  the  Director  of  the  Interior  observed  that 
"  the  results  progressively  obtained  during  five  years  may  now  be  con- 
sidered as  a  certain  guarantee  of  a  prosperity  henceforth 'incontestable, 
and  which  already  attracts  the  attention  of  capitalists,  foreigners,  and 
'industriels  m6tropolitains '  to  the  riches  of  French  Gfuiana." 

Ikdian  Imhigbatiov. 

Although  two  convoys  of  coolies  were  demanded  from  India  for  the 
year  1875,  but  one  has  arrived,  viz.,  on  the  28rd  May,  contaiiiiDg  a 
complement  of  851  souls.  It  appears  that  these  labourers  have  turned 
out  to  be  exceptional ;  they  have  not  suffered  much  from  acclimatiza- 
tion, and  the  number  of  deaths  is  under  the  average. 

Teleobaph  Sbbyioe. 

On  the  8th  September,  1875,  the  submarine  telegraph  line  between 
Pard  and  Demerara,  having  a  junction  at  this  port,  wa«  opened  for  the 
first  time  to  the  public. 

PlTBLIO  "WOBKS. 

Those  in  course  of  construction  have  been  proceeded  with  during 
the  year  with  activity,  and  others  are  about  to  be  begun,  viz.,  two 
hospitals  at  the  distant  bourgs  of  Mana  and  Sinnamary,  as  a  necessary 
measure  on  account  of  the  increase  of  the  coolie  and  Creole  population 
at  those  districts,  who  are  employed  at  the  mines  in  the  interior.  The 
questions  mooted  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  as  to  the  construction 
of  an  Hotel  de  Yille  at  Cayenne  and  the  establishment  of  ga8  in  the 
town  have  been  favourably    received.     A  special  engineer  is   soon 
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expected  to  raise  the  tower  for  the  light  on  the  Gl-rand  Connetable  rock 
ooteida  the  harbour,  and  tho  erection  of  a  more  convenient  civil  hospital 
iscpiopoied,  now  that  the  whole  of  the  property  m  eneloacd. 

Public  Hsalth:  Mobtalitt. 

According  to  the  twelve  montiilj  returns  published  in  tke-sffieial 
journal  of  the  colony  during  1875,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  defrtftis 
registered  in  the  town  of  Cayenne  alone  amounted  to  495,  equival^it  to 
an  annual  rate  of  49*2  per  l^OOO  inhabitants.  It  must,  however,  be 
understood  that  many  of  ilieBe  deaths  occurred  among  people  (coolies, 
Creoles,  and  others)  who,  having  been  attainted  with  fever  and  other 
diseases  in  the  interior,  came  to  Cayenne  to  obtain  medical  assistance 
and  change  of  air,  and  aucoumbed  in  the  hospitals,  so  that  the  a^ve 
return  does  not  give  Uie  correci  rate  of  mortality  of  the  residents  of 
Cayenne.  Putting  aside  the  existence  of  yellow  fever  (?)  at  the  Maroni 
quarter,  tho  health  of  the  colony  has  been  far  from  bad  during  the  past 
year.  No  serious  epidemics  nave  existed,  thfiu^  eoldi^  whooping- 
cough,  rheumatism,  and  bronchitis  have  been  iwther  prevalent  during 
certain  portions  of  the  year,  but  scattered  and  not  sevese. 

Cayenne,  March  11, 1876. 
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NICARAGUA. 

GEEY  TOWN. 

Mspoti  hf  Consul  QtMan  on  the  Trade  and  Conmerve  of  Qrty  Town  Jbr 

the  Year  1876- 

GvEY  Towv,  or,  as  it  is  otherwise  caDed,  8ftQ  Juan  del  Norte,  is  the^ 
prm(3pttl  and,  as  far  as  forei^  eommerce  is  conceroed,  the  only  port 
powcBoed  by  Nicaragua  on  the  Atlantic  eoaet.  It  is  bailt  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Kiver  Ban  Juan,  which,  taking  its  sotiree  from  Lake  Nicaragua 
about  160  miles  inland,  disehtu-ges  itself  into  the  sea  at  this  point.  In 
former  years  the  harbour  was  spacious,  and  the  bar  leading  into  it  had 
always  sufficient  water  to  admifc  steamers  and  other  reseds  of  a  eon- 
sidenble  size.  At  the  present  time  about  5  feet  of  water  is  the  extreme 
lanit  of  the  bar  in  its  best  state,  and  sometimes  the  passage  doses  np 
esitirely.  It  foUows  that  now  all  Tesseis  have  to  auchor  in  an  open 
roadstead  outside,  and^  as  the  weather  is  frequently  boisterous,  days 
BOtoetinies  elapse  without  the  possibility  of  any  commumcaAion  with  the 
Aore.  To  the  pvesent  resident,  therefore,  it  seems  almost  incredible 
that  eren  so  recently  as  twenty  years  ago  ships  of  war  were  raiabled  to 
come  snugly  to  am  anchor  in  the  inner  harbour.  Those  were  also  the 
commercially  active  times,  when  the  American  Transit  Company  was  in 
full  operation,  two  steamers  arriring  here  eTery  month,  each  sometimes 
wHh  as  many  as  800  passengers,  en  route  for  the  CaKfomian  gold  fields. 
Thej  were  conveyed,  with  their  baggage,  by  smaller  steamers  up  the 
Biver  Ban  Juui,  thence  across  Lake  Nioaragua,  and  afterwards  by  land 
carriage  to  the  Pacific  coast,  whence  other  steamers  completed  the 
journey  to  8an  Francrsco.  Now  all  this  tn^c,  with  its  accompanying 
advantages,  b  entirely  withdrawn  from  Nicaragua,  and  finds  its  way 
over -the  Isthmus  of  Panama ;  and  unfortunately  the  bar  and  hiu^our 
of  Grey  Town  are  year  by  year  becoming  worse.  It  must,  therefore, 
be  a  matter  of  serious  reflection  to  the  statesmen  of  this  country  to  see 
their  prineipal  port  so  rapidly  deteriorating ;  and  it  is  not,  therefore,  to 
be  w<mdered  at  that  an  undertaking  of  such  vitftl  importance  to  Nica- 
rina  as  the  construction  of  an  inter^>ceanic  canal,  to  connect  the 
Anantic  and  Pacific,  should  be  ardenldy  longed  for.  The  interest  of 
this  question,  however,  is  not  confined  to  Nicaragua,  but  is  world-wide^ 
and  a  few  observations  founded  upon  such  information  as  my  short 
residence  has  enabled  me  to  collect  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this 
report. 

Up  to  the  year  1860  €hrey  Town  belonged  to  the  Mosquito  Terri- 
tory, under  the  protectorate  of  Great  Britain,  but  it  was  then  incorpo- 
rated by  treaty  into  the  republic  of  Nicaragua.  The  town  in  1868 
cmxtaitted  a  population  of  956,  and  at  the  present  time  I  should  roughly 
estimate  the  inhabitants  at  1,290.  Of  this  number  about  100  are 
natives  of  Jamaica,  with  their  wives  and  families.  The  rest  of  the 
fareicn  element  is  small,  and  consists  of  a  few  Ckrmans,  Americans^ 
and  British  other  than  those  from  the  West  Indian  Islands.  The  local 
government  is  rested  in  an  officer,  styled  **  Governor  Intendant,"  who 
IS  not  only  the  direct  representative  of  the  c^itral  government  of  Nica* 
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ragua,  but  also  holds  in  bis  bauds  tbo  entire  municipal  autbority.  Tbe 
present  bolder  of  tbis  office  is  a  brigadier-general  in  tbe  Nicarasuan 
army ;  be  is  assisted  by  a  secretary,  and  justice  is  administered  by  a 
"juez  de  paz"  (literally,  justice  of  the  peace),  whose  functions  and 
jurisdiction  are  somewhat  analogous  to  those  of  a  police  magistrate  at 
home.  By  tbe  treaty  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  republic,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  immunities  previously  enjoyed  by  Grey  Town,  agreed 
that  tbe  inhabitants  should  continue  to  possess  tbe  privilege  of  trial  by 
jury  in  all  cases,  civil  and  criminal ;  and  this  system,  with,  nominally  at 
least,  Euglish  law  as  its  foundation,  is  still  adhered  to.  Another  treaty 
stipulation  was  that  Grey  Town  should  be  a  free  port.  Soon  after  tbe 
treaty  was  signed,  however,  and  with  the  object  of  erecting  a  light- 
house, and  otherwise  improving  tbe  harbour  (objects  which,  up  to  tbe 
present  time,  remain  un^lfiUed),  tbe  merchants  voluntarily  agreed  to  a 
duty  of  5  per  cent,  upon  all  imports  consumed  in  the  place.  But,  not 
satisfied  with  tbis,  in  1863  tbe  Central  Government  of  Nicara^a  issued 
a  decree  imposing  an  additional  5  per  cent.,  since  which  time  Grey 
Town,  nominally  a  free  port,  has  been  taxed  with  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  10  per  cent,  on  all  its  imports. 

Grey  Town  is  tbe  final  port  of  call  of  tbe  steamers  of  the  Eoyal 
Mail  Steam  Packet  Company.  Tbe  contract  with  Her  Majestv'a 
Government  is  that  one  steamer  per  month  should  come  here,  and  this 
service  is  regularly  carried  out  by  the  packet  which  leaves  Southampton 
on  the  I7th  of  each  month.  This  steamer  arrives  here  about  tbe  13th, 
and  leaves  again  on  the  return  vovage  on  the  16th.  No  other  inter- 
mediate or  coasting  steamers  touch  here,  nor  has  telegraphy  been  intro- 
duced m  far  into  Nicaragua.  So  tbat  after  the  mail  leaves  us,  we  are 
for  four  weeks  entirely  cut  off  from  intercourse  or  communication  with 
the  rest  of  the  world.  To  those,  therefore,  to  whom  the  morning 
paper  has  become  a  matter  of  daily  necessity,  I  cannot  recommend  Grey 
Town  as  a  desirable  residence;  and  it  has  other  disadvantages  even 
more  important  than  the  absence  of  Eeuter's  telegrams.  The  amount 
of  rain,  for  instance,  which  falls  here  is  almost  beyond  belief,  and  fre- 
quently it  comes  down,  not  in  the  ordinary  form  of  a  shower,  but  in 
perfect  sheets  of  water.  I  observe  that  Captain  Bedford  Pim,  who  had 
many  opportunities  of  judging  of  tbe  climate  of  this  neighbourhood,  in 
a  pamphlet  he  published  in  18^6,  puts  the  annual  rainfall  at  97  inches ; 
but  I  think  the  observations  must  have  been  taken  at  some  point  in  tbe 
interior,  and  not  at  Grey  Town.  My  own  experience  is  limited  to  the 
time  from  June  last  year,  and  since  then  1  can  safely  say  tbat,  not  only 
baa  rain  been  the  rule,  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  week  in 
November  and  tbe  first  week  in  December,  we  have  scarcely  had  two 
consecutive  dry  days.  Then,  immediately  in  front  of  the  town  is  tbe 
estuary  of  tbe  San  Juan  (extending  over  a  very  considerable  expanse, 
and  covered  in  its  more  shallow  parts  with  rank  grass  and  weeds),  from 
which  the  exhalations  are  far  from  agreeable,  whilst  on  the  other  side 
we  are  favoured  with  a  lagoon  of  stagnant  water,  and  the  most  luxuriant 
foliage  meets  the  eye  in  every  direction.  Yet  I  Jim  bound  to  add  that 
the  place  is  not  so  unhealthy  as  its  humid  situation  would  lead  us  to 
expect.  I  think  this  is  accounted  for  principally  by  two  causes :  (1) 
tbe  strong  trade  winds  which  continually  blow  here,  and  drive  back  the 
malaria  which  otherwise  would  invariably  bang  over  the  town ;  and  (2) 
the  nature  of  the  soil,  which,  being  exceedingly  sandy  and  porous, 
absorbs  the  superabundant  rain  almost  as  soon  as  it  falls,  such  a  thing 
as  mud  being  unknown.  The  houses  also  are  appropriately  built  on 
piles,  so  that  the  floor  is  raised  about  2  feet  above  the  damp  ground, 
and,  as  a  further  precaution,  people  generally  have  their  sleeping  apart- 
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menta  on  the  upper  storey.  Then,  the  excessive  rains,  though  otherwise 
uupleasant,  together  with  the  trade  winds,  have  a  very  cooling  influence 
on  the  atmosphere,  and  the  ruling  temperature  is  not  nearly  so  high  as 
the  latitude  might  indicate.     Whether,  therefore,  I  have  given  the 

§  roper  causes  or  not,  the  fact  remains  that,  in  regard  to  health,  Gl-rey 
'own  will  bear  favourable  comparison  with  most  other  tropical  regions. 
Yellow  fever  has  never  been  known  here,  and  although  a  sort  of  inter- 
mittent fever  accompanied  by  ague  is  somewhat  common,  especially  to 
new  comers,  it  is  not  dangerous ;  and  a  little  attention  to  diet  generally 
insures  good  health.  Indeed,  it  is  somewhat  surpiising  that  people 
should  be  so  healthy  as  they  are,  for  the  food  supply  is  both  scarce  and 
bad.  Beef  sells  at  20  c.  per  lb.,  not  by  any  means  a  hi^h  price,  but 
then  it  is  only  by  the  utmost  stretch  of  courtesy  thai  it  is  entitled  to 
be  called  beef  at  all,  and  I  strongly  suspect  that  were  such  to  make  its 
appearance  in  Leadenhall  Market,  it  would  be  immediately  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  food.  Mutton  does  not  exist  (here  on  the  coast), 
though  sometimes  a  wretched  imitation  is  palmed  oflf  on  the  inhabitants 
in  the  shape  of  goat.  Pork  is  fairly  good,  but  in  hot  climates  it  is  not 
a  very  healthy  food ;  and,  though  fish  abound  in  the  harbour,  the  supply 
is  most  irregular.  But  the  scarci^  of  vegetables  is,  perhaps,  the 
greatest  inconvenience  one  suffers.  fTothing  grows  here,  an  1  potatoes, 
onions,  &c»,  have  all  to  be  imported ;  thus  the  price  is  high,  and  if  anvone 
occasionally  wishes  to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  a  cabbage,  he  must  do  so 
at  a  cost  of  75  c,  or  3^.  Sometimes  the  supply  entirely  fails,  and  we 
are  reduced  to  rice.  It  may  be  thought  incredible,  yet  it  is  within  my 
own  short  experience  of  Grey  Town,  that  the  flour  got  used  up ;  we 
were  for  seveim  days  without  bread,  and  had  to  make  the  best  of  hard 
biscuit.  Fortunately,  the  poorer  class,  natives  and  Jamaicans,  are 
more  easily  satisfied  than  Europeans,  and  with  their  plantains,  bread- 
fruit, and  such  like,  are  tolerably  independent  of  other  food. 

Tba.de  jlsd  Commebce. 

Notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  under  which  Grey  Town  labours 
as  a  harbour,  the  great  bulk  of  the  import  and  export  trade  for  the 
entire  republic  of  Nicaragua  passes  through  it.  The  figures  given 
below  only  apply  however  to  this  neighbourhood,  for  in  order  to  comply 
with  the  instructions  reauiring  commercial  reports  to  be  transmitted 
in  January,  I  have  to  send  this  off  before  the  necessary  data  are  published 
from  which  I  could  frame  a  more  comprehensive  report.  But  I  hope 
to  return  to  the  subject  later  on  in  the  year,  after  the  annual  reports 
of  the  different  departments  are  printed  and  submitted  to  the  Nicaraguan 
Congress. 

Impobts  into  Grey  Town,  1875, 

General  merchandize,  126,720  dol.s  25,850^.  sterling. 
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India  rabber 
Tortoise  dieil 
Cocoa  nata 
Ox  hides 
Deer  hides 
Brazil  wood 
Rose  wocd 
Coflee     . . 
Specie  (silver) 


Total      .. 
Sterling. . 


Lbs. 


Thousands 
Lbs. 

9* 

Tons 
Lbs. 


Qoantity. 


910,6«6 

2,002 

168,582 

2,735 

1,067 

191 

9 

482 


Price. 


Dol.  c. 

0  80 

3  00 

20  00 

0  10 

0  80 

85  00 


50 
18 


Value. 


Dol.  c. 

278,199  80 

6,006  00 

3,870  6i 

278  50 

820  10 

691  25 

450  00 

86  76 

18,825  65 


302,723    70 
60,500/. 


The  average  rate  of  exchange  has  been  5  dol.  to  the  IZ.  sterling. 

There  is  no  bank  in  any  part  of  the  republic,  and  still  more  extra- 
ordinary, there  is  no  national  coin  or  currency.  The  Peniviiwi  sol,. the 
Chilean  peso,  and  the  French  five-franc  piece,  each  of  which  passes  as 
a  dollar,  are  the  coins  most  in  use  ;  and  the  small  silver, — the  five,  ten, 
twenty,  and  tw€nt}'-five  cent  pieces,  include  the  coinage  of  the  United 
States,  of  Spain,  and  of  nearly  all  the  republics  of  South  America. 
There  is  no  paper  money  used  in  the  country,  nor  is  copper  coin  ever 
to  be  seen,  at  all  events  here  in  Grey  Town,  the  smallest  quantity  sold 
of  the  cheapest  article  having  a  minimum  price  of  five  cents.  As  pre- 
viously stated,  an  import  duty  of  10  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  is  levied  on 
all  merchandize  eonaumed  in  Q-rey  Town,  but  imports  for  consumption 
in  the  interior  are  taxed  to  the  enormous  extent  of  50  per  cent. 

Shipptno  ajstd  Nayigation,  1875. 

There  entered  at  and  cleared  from  Grey  Town  during  the  year, 

the  following  vessels : — 


NalionaUty. 

Kamber  of 
YeeselB. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

British 

United  States  of  Anrcrica 
French     . . 

8 
4 
2 

2,192 
758 
610 

70 
31 
15 

Total        

U 

8,560 

116 

Besides  the  above,  during  the  year  12  steamers  of  the  Royal  Mail 
Steam  Packet  Company  called  off  here,  each  of  which  discharged  and 
received  cargo ;  but  to  show  the  immense  drawba<jk  to  commerce  at 
this  place,  1  mention  that  it  is  no  uncommon  occurrence  for  the  steamer 
to  be  only  able  to  discharge  a  portion  of  its  Grey  Town  freight,  the 
balance  having  frequently  to  be  taken  back  to  Colon,  whence  it  is 
returned  here  by  the  following  steamer.  Indeed,  it  sometimes  happens 
that  merchandize  has  in  this  way  to  make  two  or  three  trips  to  Colon 
before  it  is  finally  landed;  breakage  and  damage  generally  being  thus 
greatly  increased. 
^  .  Communication    between    Grey  Town  and    the    interior  of   the 
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xepnUic  jb  caEried  on  entirely  by  meaofl  of  Btem-whedl  Bleamers  of 
light  dnught,  up  the  riyer  San  Juan  to  lake  Nicaragua.  Those 
steamers  are  under  oontracfc  with  the  Nicaraguan  Qovemment,  to 
make  at  least  one  trip  per  month  each  way  in  connection  with  tJie 
European  mail,  for  which  the  company  receiyes  an  Minual  subsidy  of 
1^00/.     Other  trips  are  oanaed  out  as  freight  offers. 

AGBIOUiyrUKE. 

The  light  quality  of  the  soil,  and  the  superabundance  of  rain  are 
insurmountable  obstacles  to  the  profitable  pursuit  of  agriculture  in  Grey 
Town  and  its  vicinity.  In  the  interior  the  case  is  different ;  but  I 
must  reaerre  for  a  future  occasion  a  description  of  the  agricultural 
capabilities  of  other  portions  of  the  republic. 

POFULATIOXr  AND  IrUUSXBTXB. 

I  haye  already  put  down  1^00  as  a  rough  estimate  of  the  population 
of  Qrey  town,  wages  are  yery  high,  and  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  and 
soch  like  readily  obtain  from  two  to  three  dollavs  a  day,  but  high- 
classed  workmanship  is  almost  unknown  here,  and  as  a  rule  workmen 
are  lazy  and  unambitious. 

Public  IVomw. 

As  far  as  Grey  Town  is  concerned,  roads — properly  so  called — do 
not  &ast.  We  are  either  hemmed  in  by  water  or  the  dense  virgin 
forest  forms  an  impenetrable  barrier.  Bail  ways  there  are  none,  and 
the  electric  telegrapn,  though  spoken  of,  ia  still  a  thing  of  the  future. 
But  an  inter-oceanic  canal,  though  as  yet  its  realization  has  not  yet  crob 
beyond  the  length  of  hopeful  rumour,  is  the  public  work,  ^vhicli,  if 
actuall7  carried  out,  will  haye  the  greatest  influence  on  the  future 
prosperity  of  all  Central  America.  I  sobi'oin  a  few  observations  on 
what  appears  to  be  the  present  position  of  this  great  scheme. 

Ihtee-Oceanic  Cajsal,  Nioaeagua  Boutb. 

To  the  Goyemment  of  the  United  States  of  America  belongs  the 
entire  credit  that  the  various  practicable  routes  of  joining  the  two 
oceans,  have,  at  different  times,  been  scieotifically  examined  and 
surveyed.  Tor  years  it  has  remained  an  imdecided  question  whether 
the  route  of  Tehuantepec,  of  Panama,  or  of  Nicaragua,  was  most  feasible ; 
but  quite  recently,  the  last  commission  appointed  by  the  American 
Government  lias  given  its  report,  in  which,  the  line  through  Nicaragua 
from  Grey  Town  to  Brito,  on  the  Pacific,  is  pronounced  the  most 
advantageous,  I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  not  seen  the  report  in  extenso, 
but  in  the  "  Gaceta  de  Nicaragua,"  of  the  18th  Deoember,  1675,  an 
article  from  the  "New  York  Times,*'  of  November  28th,  is  re-produced, 
from  which  I  extract  the  following : — 

"  The  Commission  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  (con- 
sisting of  General  Humphrey,  Commodore  Ammen,  and  Captain 
Paterson)  to  enquire  into  the  merits  of  the  different  routes,  have 
agreed  to  their  report,  which  will  probably  be  presented  to-morrow  to 
the  President."  After  alluding  to  the  fact  that  the  problem  of  joining 
the  two  oceans  has  occupied  the  attention  of  navigators  and  others  for 
over  350  years,  the  "  l^mes  "  remarks  :  "  More  than  70,000  dol.  have 
already  been  expended  in  these  explorations.  It  is  now  considered  to 
be  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  United  States  should,  without 
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delay,  adopt  measures^  for  carrying  out  the  projected  inter-oceanic 
canal,  so  as  to  prevent  France  or  England  from  taking  part  m  the 
enterprize,  and  to  retain  to  itself  the  honour  and  advantage  of  this 

great  undertaking.  i^     i»  xi.*  i_        j 

«'  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  overvalue  the  results  of  this  work ;  and 
the  simple  fact  of  connecting  Eastern  Asia  with  Western  America  and 
with  Europe  are  advantages  which  cannot  be  easily  estimated.  When 
the  canal  is  finished,  nearly  one  half  of  the  traffic  of  the  world  will  be 
transformed An  examination  of  the  different  plans  has  mani- 
fested the  almost  insuperable  objections  to  all  the  routes  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  Nicaragua.  The  Nicaraguan  is  longer  than  any  of 
the  others  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  Tehuantepec,  but  the  advan- 
tages it  possesses,  more  than  compensate  for  its  length.  It  is  the  only 
route  where  the  climate  is  not  dangerous  to  health.  In  the  others 
miasmatic  sickness  would  destroy  the  greater  numbei:  of  the  labourers 
before  the  work  could  be  finished.  It  is  further  the  only  one  with  a 
sufficient  supply  of  water  for  the  canal.  Lake  Nicara|ua,  situated 
aleng  the  route,  is  capable  of  giving  in  a  constant  and  uniform  manner 
all  the  water  that  is  necessary.  The  other  routes  are  defective  in 
various  aspects.    That  of  Nicaragua  would  apparently  pass  through  the 

Earadise  of  Central  America,  and  properly  administered  would  open  up 
ibulous  riches. 

"  The  cost  of  the  inter-oceanic  canal  by  way  of  Nicaragua  is  re- 
capitdated  in  the  following  terms  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Menscal,  the  engineer- 
in-chief  of  Captain  Lull's  expedition.  The  total  distance  across  from 
the  bay  of  Qrej  Town  is  181-26  miles,  and  the  cost  is  specified  as 

follows : — 

Dollars. 

Western  section         21,680,777 

Central      „               716,658 

Eastern     „                26,020,914 

Harbour  of  Brito  (Pacific) 2,887,739 

of  Greytown  (Atlantic)       2,822,680 

Total  62.677,718 

Add  an  additional  25  per  cent,  for  eTentnaUties  . .       18,144,429 

Girand  total 66,722,147 

"In  exchange  for  the  comparatively  small  outlay  of  sixty  odd 
million  dollars,  the  Commision  states  that  the  advantages  would  be 
enormous.  One  source  of  wealth,  alone  sufficient  to  give  an  adequate 
return  for  the  capital  invested,  would  be  the  transmission  ot  the  pro- 
ducts of  California  to  Europe  and  to  the  ports  along  the  Atlantic 
coast,  but  principally  to  Europe.  California  now  exports  &rge  quantities 
of  wheat  to  the  European  markets  which  has  at  present  to  go  round 
Cape  Horn,  exposed  to  a  tempestuous  passage  and  consequent  risk,  and 
incurring  serious  loss  and  expense  which  the  projected  canal  would 
obviate. 

"  To  allow  any  other  nation  to  execute  this  work,  and  that  we  should 
have  to  submit  to  the  payment  of  an  impost  for  its  use,  is  a  thing 
which  the  Commission  believes  the  people  ot  the  United  States  will  not 
tolerate." 

With  such  a  strongly  pronounced  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Nica- 
raguan route,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  press  of  this  country 
should  indulge  in  the  most  enthusiastic  visions  of  the  future  greatness 
which  is  to  result  from  the  canal.  In  the  **  Qttceta  "  from  which  I  have 
taken  the  above  extract,  the  prospect  is  thus  aUuded  to :  "  New  horizons 
are  opening  up  to  Central  America,  and  the  day  is  not  now  far  distant 
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when  she  must  figure  in  the  category  of  the  great  nations.'*  And 
the  article  concludes  with  the  following  sensible  recommendation : "  In 
tiie  meantime,  we  ought  to  prepare  ourselves  bj  re^organizing  the 
country  politically,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  the  social  and  economic 
renoration  which  will  be  the  immediate  consequence  of  the  opening  of 
the  canal." 

Premising  that  I  do  not  profelto  to  hold  the  scientific  knowledge 
necessary  to  offer  an  opinion  of  much  weight  on  an  undertt^ing  of  tms 
nature,  it  may  still  be  excusable  for  me  to  point  out  one  or  two  of  the 
difficulties  which  I  believe  the  projectors  will  have  to  OTercome  before 
the  idea  could  be  successfully  carried  out.  In  the  first  place, 
66,000,000  dollars,  or  over  13,000,000?.  sterling,  is  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  get  together,  and  to  succeed  in  doing  |p,  some  strong  Government 
would  have  to  guarantee  interest  upon  it.  Should  the  cost  of  con- 
struction exceed  this  estimate,  by  no  means  an  impossible  contingency, 
the  return  to  the  investor  would  be  correspondingly  diminished,  for  I 
cannot  suppose  that  any  Qovemment  woula  make  itself  responsible  for 
interest  upon  an  indefinite  expenditure.  Then,  if  the  "  JNew  York 
Times  "is  a  true  exponent  of  the  public  feeling,  the  honour  of  carryiuff 
out  the  great  undertaking  is  to  be  confined  to  the  United  States.  Of 
course  this  circumstance,  even  if  realized,  could  not  interfere  with  the 
right  Great  Britain  possesses  under  the  Clayton-Bulwer  Treaty  to  use 
the  cuial.  But  will  the  United  States  Government  guarantee  the 
necessary  interesc  P  I  take  it  that  strong  opposition  is  almost  certain 
to  ariie  should  any  such  proposal  be  made  to  Congress.  I  am  informed 
on  good  authority  that  the  capital  already  invested  in  the  extensive 
railway  system  connecting  the  eastern  and  western  states  of  America 
amounts  to  upwards  of  400,000,000  doL,  and  the  holders  of  this 
enormous  amount  of  railway  stock  are  pretty  certain  to  oppose  a 
scheme  which  might  so  seriously  interfere  with  a  proper  development 
of  their  traffic.  I  am  not  aware  how  far  the  Canadian  railway  to  the 
Pacific  is  completed,  but  when  finished  it  also  would  withdraw  a  certain 
amount  of  traffic  from  the  canal.  And  we  also  already  have  the 
Panama  railway  in  good  running  order.  All  these  lines  of  communi- 
cation offer  direct  opposition  to  the  canal.  But  to  ray  mind  the  great 
competitor  of  all  would  be  the  Suez  Canal.  It  is  thought  bv  some  that 
the  great  bulk  of  the  European  trade  with  China  would  adopt  the 
central  American  route  were  it  open.  I  think,  however,  thw  idea  is 
erroneous.  By  looking  at  the  map  it  will  be  observed  that  Singapore, 
the  entrance  point  south,  round  which  vessels  would  have  to  go,  is  in 
latitude  V  23'  N.,  Grey  Town  being  in  latitude  10*  54'  N.  The  addi- 
tional distance  in  latitude  by  the  eastern  over  the  western  route  would 
thus  be  about  1,000  miles.  But  the  saving  longitudinally  in  favour  of 
Suez  is  immense.  The  most  eastern  coast  of  China  is  skirted  by  the 
120th  parellel  of  E.  longitude ;  these  120  degrees,  therefore,  show  the 
exact  longitudinal  distance  from  England,  and  the  rest  of  Europe  is 
still  more  favourably  placed.  But  joumeving  westwards,  the  180th 
paitdlel  would  have  to  be  passed  before  longitude  120^*  E.  <;ould  be 
reached.  In  other  words,  an  ndditionl  120  degrees  of  longitude  would 
have  to  be  gone  over.  To  make  this  still  more  clear,  I  may  remark 
that,  as  the  crow  fiies,  England  and  California  are  about  ecjiiidistant 
from  Canton.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  projectors  of  the  Nicaraguan 
Canal  should  entirely  exclude  from  their  calculations  the  European 
traffic  with  the  east.  Their  strong  point  ought  to  be  the  immense 
trade  even  at  present  existiiig,  and  which  undoubtedly  would  be  greatlv 
increased  were  the  new  route  available  from  the  Pacific  coast  of  both 
the  Americas  to  the  United  States  and  to  Europe.  The  *'  New  York 
[642]  3  m 
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Times  "  is  quite  jastified  is  callmg  attention  to  the  enormous  extent  of 
the  Californian  trade  alone,  none  of  which,  with  this  canal,  would  be 
sent  round  Cape  Horn. 

The  idea  of  excluding  other  nations  from  taking  part  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  great  work  is,  however,  apparently  by  no  means  an. 
unanimous  feeling  in  the  United  States.  I  have  recently  seen  a 
pamphlet  published  in  Kew  York  last  year,  wherein  a  Mr.  O'SuUiyan 
in  announcing  the  formation  of  a  company  styled  "The  Nicaraguaa 
Ship  Canal  Company,''  adopts  quite  the  opposite  view,  and.  after  ex« 
plaining  that  "  the  association  has  been  formed,  under  the  laws  of  ihe 
State  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the  States  of 
Nicaragua  and  Costa  Eica  grants  or  concessions  of  the  privilege  d? 
constructing,  owning,  and  using  a  ship  canal  to  connect  the  Pacific  and 
Atlantic  Oceans,  visl  Lake  Nicaragua,"  goes  on  to  say, ''  the  Company 
intend  to  dispose  of  the  grant  to  European  capitalists  who  will  form  a 
oompany  to  purchase  the  same,  and  construct  and  own  the  canal." 

Li  the  pamphlet  letters  are  inserted  to  show  the  confidence  and 
esteem  in  which  Mr.  O'Sullivan  is  held  by  the  Gk)vemmentB  of  Costa 
Bica  and  Nicaragua.  Thus  Senor  Yglesias,  the  present  agent  of  Costa 
Bica  in  Europe,  and  formerly  Minister  of  Poreign  Affairs  and  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  [that  republic,  in  a  letter  to  the  President  dE 
Nicaragua,  dated  Paris,  7th  January,  1875,  after  referring  to  the  Taafc 
importance  of  the  proposed  ship  canal,  says : — 

''There  is  an  active  man,  persevering  and  intelligent,  who  haa 
devoted  his  entire  energies  and  his  whole  time  during  the  last  five  yeani 
to  the  bringing  about  or  the  construction  of  the  canal  of  Nicaragua,  to 
the  exclusion  of  every  other  project  of  this  kind.  This  man  is  Judge 
O'SuUivan,  whose  efforts  and  perseverance  are  wortW  of  all  assistance 
and  praise,  and  may  be  compared  with  those  of  the  mustrious  LessepB, 
creator  of  the  Suez  Canal.  Mr.  O'Sullivan  is  supported  by  many 
important  men  in  the  United  States,  and  has  creat^  here  in  Europe 
much  sympathy  for  this  gigantic  work,  and  has  prepared  great  founda- 
tions forcarrymg  it  into  efect." 

Letters  m)m  SefLor  Marsaleta,  the  Nicaraguan  Minister  in  Europe^ 
and  others,  are  also  published,  and  M.  Lesseps  is  pronounced  to  take  a 
lively  interest  in  the  ent^rprize,  and  to  have  furnished  Mr.  O'SulHvaa 
with  many  yaluable  documents  and  much  useful  information. 

Ear  from  selfishly  wishing,  like  the  "  New  York  Times,"  to  appro- 
priate to  his  own  countnr  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  con- 
stiructing  this  work,  Mr.  O'Sullivan  appears  to  have  offered  to  Franoe 
the  principal  share  of  the  enterprize — "  He  is  assured  "  (so  says  tiie 
pamphlet)  "  that  the  grant  will  be  purchaced  by  leading  capitalists  in 
Paris,  as  soon  as  it  is  presented  to  them.''  To  show  the  popularity  of 
his  sdieme,  it  is  further  stated  that  "  Mr.  N.  Davidson,  a  member  of  tho 
house  of  Messrs.  Bothschilds,  of  London,  who  takes  a  livelv  interest  in 
the  entwprize,  has  informed  Mr.  O'Sullivan  that  he  would  like  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  presenting  it  to  the  public.  Mr.  O'Sullivan,  hov- 
ever,  considers  nimself  in  some  measure  bound  to  offer  the  gnmt  in  the 
first  instance  to  continental  capitalists,  who  are  in  accord  with  himself 
and  the  representatives  in  Europe  of  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Bica.** 

I  would  conclude,  however,  by  observing  that  whatever  may  be  the 
proper  method  to  adopt  for  prosecuting  this  great  work,  one  opinion 
only  can  be  held  as  to  its  immense  importance,  if  successfully  aooom- 
plished.  Let  us,  therefore,  hope  that  the  necessary  capital  and  enenT 
will  be  forthcoming ;  the  object  is  a  grand  one,  full  of  commercSn 
advantage  to  the  world  at  lars^e,  and  more  especiaUy  to  the  fTCfpet 
development  of  North  and  Soutn  America. 
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Gbkebaii  Behabks. 

I  do  not  think  I  can  close  this  report  more  appropriately  than  by 
mentioning  that  at  the  prsaent  time  an  attempt  is  once  more  being 
made  to  induce  the  five  republics  of  Guatemala,  Honduras,  San  Sal- 
yador,  Nicaragua,  and  Coata  Eica  to  join  together  in  forming  one 
united  goyemmenl.  It  seems  absittd  that  those  countries,  with  their 
limited  resouncea,  should  involye  themselves  in  five  times  the  expendi- 
ture necessary  to  earry  on  the  execative  Government ;  and  by  amalga- 
mating, not  only  would  the  expense  be  reduced,  but  internal  reforms 
wo^d  then  be  tnoie  easiiy  accomplished  than  can  ever  be  the  l^ase  under 
the  present  divided  system.  The  people  are  one  in  origin,  language, 
and  leligion;  the  products  and  mdustries  of  the  entire  region  are 
similar ;  and  unmixed  benefit  would  be  derived  were  the  lines  of  demar« 
cation  which  sepaiate  them  entirely  obliterated.  A  congress  of  repre- 
sentatives from  the  different  States  has  recently  been  invited  by 
Guatemala  to  meet  in  that  capital,  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on 
this  desiiable  purpose ;  and  if  it  is  consummatea,  Central  America  will 
have  made  an  miportant  start  towarda  attaining  great  material  develop- 
ment and  social  improvement. 

Grey  Town,  January^  1876. 


8X2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


864 


I— I 

O 
P 

iz; 

< 


O 
!Z5 


O 


CO 


i 

I 

a 

a 


o 
P 


4 


1'^ 


I 


lis 


S  P  o 


•552 


i- 


eOQOOOOO-<4«00100»0« 
e^        r-i        o»  -^f 


I 


O  OO  <0        C4  O  rH  oa -<« 
^  f-H  OOCO^ 


^  M)  C9  «  «  «o  o  o»  »o  C^ 


(S 


^1 


a 
o 


I 


^ 


8 
I 
J 


90|^^^j$^C?koqal^ 


1-^ 


.8 


sis 


s 


sou 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f 


00 


:g 
to 
a 

a 
.9 

d 

0 

QQ 


.J3 


O 
H 


o 


SAK  DOMINGO. 


>  H 


M 


I 


S 

I 


s 

■c 


2 

as 

ll 

6 


fiti'i'sss" 


i  3  Mi 


d  282  g 


•O  cd") 


CO  O  Q  CO  pi  ^ 


Jli 


-:S8S8S 

«  ^  o  SO  *  a 

•*■  X  ^  (X3  « 


Ci  i«  fj  m  o  a 

^.  I-  r»  trt  5rj  f 
■-'  '-S  O  (7>  K^  U 


:|,     1 


*3   i   ;   ;  i: 


8     „<- 


lisaj'p^ 


sf 


.a 

w 

a 

•ll 

B 

a 

I 

a 


805 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CO 


2: 

<! 
03 


o 

o 


O 


o 


I 


I 


! 


I 
I 


a 

o 
A 

1 


•s 


•nni« 

1 

3,595 

842 

1,901 

•dm»0 

1 

:  :  :  :      !|  M  :  : 

§ 

•9noq»iwui 

a 

|.|.   ...... 

1 

•nonudds 

1 

..§.   ...... 

§ 

•lK)»Iwi4i 

Galls. 

54,239 
27,136 

•0 
s 

-mR^d 

a 

|:..      ...... 

C4 

•looii 

i 

1:1:      j::::: 

1 

•ninj 

1 

225,788 

8,'651 
249,564 

i 

5 

•Aoiiix 

5 

58^64 
500,542 

298,014 

i 

i 

•sepra 

1 

M^§:      :::::: 

•gupis  i«0£) 

£ 

|:::       :::::: 

i 

'Bvimns 

1 

10,418 
100 

00 

1 

'woShmji 

a 

34,299 
••• 

10,799 

i 

3" 

'\0d 

1 

: ; . .    ;  .§  ;  :8 

00 

•adjjoo 

5 

1 

•wra 

^ 

I.^il^^i 

•xppwa 

B 

|...  ...... 

1 

*BOS0«IOK 

Galls. 

66,990 

3,157 
12,974 

8,519 
1,242 

840 

S 

^ 

'J«9n9 

1 

28,694,977 

67,767 

1,785 

872,517 

846,166 
86,002 

l'6,*894 

1 

i 

PacMc  ports    

Atiantic  ports 

German  ports     

Wtish  Columbia...*  .^ 
Nott  Zealand  ud  Aiis- 

tralia     

Tahiti    ...    .;; 

Guano  Islands    ... 

China       

Chile        ;• 

An  other  ports 

: 

Digitized  by 


Google 


HOKOKULTT.  867 

There  v§  an  mcrease  of  about  42,585/.  ia  the  value  of  domestic 
expoitfl,  and  in  the  yield  of  sugar  of  a  little  more  thazk  500,000  lbs. 
Bice  also  and  coffee  both  shov  an  increaaa  over  laat  Tear's  production 
(1874). 

The  increaae  ef  wool  is  about  65,000  Ibe.  in  moni  numbers,  and 
will  probably  reaeli  600,000  lbs.  for  the  present  year«  being  the  clip  of 
about  200,000  sheep.  I  believe  sheep-fur tning  to  be  the  most  profit- 
able occupation  in  these  islands,  although  it  has  received  very  littlo 
assistance  firom  the  Goyemment.  Notwithstanding  the  tropical  situa- 
tion of  thia  grovp,  its  soil  and  climate  seem  weU  adafpted  to  sheep. 
Three  of  the  prieeipal  owners  of  sheep-runs  are  now  introducing  a  pure 
breed  of  Spanish  nrerinos  from  CaHfbmia.  At  the  island  of  Niiiiau,  one 
of  the  Sandwich  Island  group,  containing  about  60,000  acres,  and  the 
sole  propert^^  of  a  Scotch  family  who  purduMed  it  some  twelve  years 
ago  nrom  this  Grovemment,  I  found  a  fioek  of  60,000  riieep,  and  they 
told  me  that  the  manienie,  or  Bermuda  grass,  was  spreading  8o  rapidly 
over  the  island  that  in  a  few  years  it  would  carry  100,000  sheep. 

The  sheep  lands  of  Lanai,  Hawaii,  and  Molokai  are  advancing  in 
the  same  ratio  of  productiveness,  and  it  is  estimated  that  these  islands 
could,  without  encroaching  on  plantation  land^Ssed  1,000,000  sheep. 

The  ranohero  and  the  sheep  farmers  have  an  immense  advantage 
over  the  sugar-planter,  as  it  frequently  happens  that  on  a  large  estate 
such  as  I  saw  m  the  island  of  Kauai,  also  the  property  of  a  Scotchman, 
some  fifty  or  sixty  families  will  be  living  on  their  freenolds,  who  form  a 
natural  and  cheap  labouring  force. 

At  Niihau  there  were  300  natives  engaged  in  sheep-fiirming.  Tallow 
shows  a  large  increase.  The  marirct  for  beef  being  limited,  stockholders 
are  obliged  to  "  boil  down.'*  The  island  of  Kanai  is  probably  the  best 
suited  for  cattle. 

In  Hawaii^  the  largest  island  of  the  group,  many  of  the  grazing 
lands  are  poorly  supplied  with  water,  and  cannot,  therefore,  raise  much 
stock ;  they  frequently,  too,  lie  high  up  on  the  sides  of  the  mountains, 
and  are  very  ro^y  and  covered  whh  laiva.  There  is  a  small  but  regular 
export  of  cattle  and  sheep  from  these  islands  to  Tahiti.  Cattle  ranches 
range  in  extent  from  15,000  to  30,000  acres. 

iKPQBxa  ai  Honolulu. 

Total  Value. 

Dol.  e. 

Ale,  porter,  beer,  cider     ..         ..         ..  81J,826  69 

Animals  and  birds 484  00 

Biiil4nrHMtomk>          81,019  91 

Clothing,  hats,  boots        168,877  61 

Crockery  and  glassware 18,278  42 

Drugs         •         ..         ..  20,996  56 

J>Tj  gSoda — 

Cottons 168,464  54 

Linens «  12,822  25 

Silks ..  18,881  89 

Woollens 89,142  26 

Mixtures 40,952  17 

Fancy  goods,  millinery,  &c        •  •         •  •  44,776  81 

Fish  (dry  and  salt)            ..         ..         ..  H781  74 

Flour 55,980  57 

Fruite  (fresh)         2,282  00 

Furniture 19,082^  57 

Furs  and  iTory 15,540  95 

GnOas&dfeeda 12,78S  » 

Grooerieaaiidpfoyiflidaa,.         ••         ••  108,828.  OS 

QuDBandgunmateiiala  .•        •.•        ••  5^625  11 
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Totdi  Yala«. 

DoL  c 

Oonpowder           1,180  41 

Hardware,  agricoltiinl  implementa  and 

toolB        77,619  88 

Iron  and  steel,  Ac 18,075  88 

Jewelry,  plate,  docki       16,856  16 

Leather 8.549  88 

Lumber 78,662  19 

Machinery . .         . .  28,606  1 2 

Matches 11,089  40 

Musical  instmmenta        ^ 4,764  58 

Kaval  stores          80,625  88 

Oils  (cocoauat^  kerosene,  whale,  &c.)       . .  47,177  71 

Opium         22,516  26 

Faints  and  paint  oils        15,396  61 

Perfumery  and  toilet  articles       . .         • .  8,020  84 

Saddlery,  carriages,  &c 21,515  96 

Shocks  and  containers 40,544  97 

Spiriu         49.446  80 

Stationery  and  books 25,472  07 

Tea 10,292  92 

Tin  and  tinware 8,687  56 

Tobacco,  cigars^  &C.           42,072  68 

Whalebone 41,095  08 

Whaling  gear        1,065  06 

Wines  (light)         14,688  80 

Sundry  merchandize  not  included  in  above  88,008  21 

„              „         imported  bj  whalers  1,084  85 

„     unspecified  merchandize . .         . .  2,658  08 

Charges  on  invoices          48,312  48 

25  per  cent,  on  added  uncertified  invoices  5,174  42 

Total           1,518,715  69 

ThiB  table  shows  an  increase  of  duty-paying  and  bonded  imports  at 
this  port  of  306,489  del.  40  c. 

DoL       c. 

The  total  value  of  exports  for  the  year  1875  is  • .        2,089,786    00 

The  total  value  of  imports  is 1,505,670    08 


Showing  an  excess  in  the  valae  of  exports  of 


584,065    92 


SnippiNO  Aim  fTAYiOATioK. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  merchant  vessels  and 
steamers  at  the  ports  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  :^ 


HonoluliL 

Nation. 

Intide. 

Outtide. 

Kawaihae. 

ToUOf. 

Number. 

Tom. 

Nnmber. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Toot. 

Number. 

Toot. 

American 

Hawaiian 

Britiah      

Oermaa 

Norwegian          

Tahitian 

64 
16 
82 
S 
2 
2 

82,2(8 

4,d01 

48,024 

1,286 

800 

848 

10 

9,002 
1,218 

... 
188 

74 

16 

85 

8 

2 
2 

41,880 
4,901 
44,425 

80O 
848 

Total 

119 

82,617 

12 

10,806 

1 

188 

1.82 

98^110 

The  passenger  statistics  show  that  1,707  passengers  have  called  at 
this  port  on  their  way  to  and  from  Austnlia  and  New  Zealand. 

The  coasting  trade  is  carried  on  ezdusivelj  under  the  Hawaiian 
flag. 
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Aqbicultueb. 

The  only  cultivation  carried  on  in  these  islands  is  that  of  the  sa^ar- 
cane  and  rice.  The  sugar-planters  are  looking  forward  to  the  time 
when  by  the  operation  of  tne  Treaty  of  Eeciprocity  with  the  United 
States  of  America  their  sugars  will  enter  San  Francisco  free  of  dutj. 
Congress  has,  howerer,  up  to  the  present  time,  not  taken  up  the  Bill 
to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect. 

Population  and  Industbibs. 

The  census  of  1872  gave  the  total  population  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  aslamounting  to  56,897.  .  The  population  of  the  island  of  Oahee, 
in  which  Honolulu  is  situated,  was  20,671.  The  city  of  Honolulu  and 
its  environs  contains  14,852. 

Total  number  of  natives        49,044 

Halfcastee 2,487 

Cfhinese ..  1,988 

Hawaiian  bom  of  foreign  parents     ••        ..  849 

Americans        ••         ••         ..         ..         ..  889 

British 619 

Portugneae 895 

Gennans          ..         ••         224 

French  ..         ..         ..         ..         ••         ••  88 

Other  foreignen         864 

There  are  no  mines  or  factories.  Hawaiians  are  rariously  employed, 
as  labourers  on  the  sugar  plantations;  on  the  wharves  in  coaling,  load, 
ing,  and  unloading  vessels ;  as  ship  and  house  carpenters ;  sailors  on 
whaling  and  coasting  vessels ;  in  tne  cultivation  of  their  toro  planta- 
tions, and  as  domestic  servants.  Of  the  Chinese  some  hundreds  are 
employed  on  the  su^  plantations,  some  in  the  cultivation  of  rice  on 
the  co-operative  prmciple  (which  is  likely  to  be  largely  extended) 
and  a  considerable  number  keep  small  retail  stores.  They  are,  too, 
the  principal  raisers  of  vegetables.  Many  are  employed  as  domestic 
servants,  principally  as  cooks. 

Public  Woeks. 

Since  the  transmission  of  the  last  annual  report  the  new  Govern- 
ment offices,  with  the  legislative  ball,  have  been  erected  of  concrete,  at 
a  cost  of  about  180,000  dol.  There  have  also  been  built  of  the  same 
material,  at  a  cost  of  a  little  over  20,000  dol.,  large  and  commodious 
fireproof  warehouses  for  the  purpose  of  receiving,  free  of  charge,  freight 
to  be  shipped  by  the  steamers  of  the  line  running  between  the  colonies 
and  San  Francisco. 

GsmcRiL  Bemabes. 

The  question  at  the  present  time  is  from  what  sources  can  these 
islands  be  re-populated,  and  a  memorial  numerously  signed  b7  the 
foreign  residents  of  the  city  of  Honolulu  has  been  presented  to  the 
king,  praying  that  he  will  take  active  measures  for  the  re-population  of 
his  isJanas,  and  referring  particularly  to  the  importation  of  families 
firom  India  as  very  desiraS^le.  His  Majesty,  after  hearing  the  petition 
read,  replied  that  he  should  take  an  early  opportunity  of  laying  it  before 
his  Gk)vemment.  The  Hawaiians  would  gladly  welcome  the  dark- 
skinned  races  of  India,  but  they  are  strong^  opposed  to  the  immigra- 
tion of  the  Chinese. 

Honolulu,  March  1, 1876. 
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ALICANTE. 

Bepart  hy  Oonsul  Barrio  am  the  Trad^  cf  tk&  Cbnaular  Bisfyriet  of 
Alicante  for  the  Tear  1875. 

AXIGAKTE. 

The  trade  in  British  vessels  at  this  port  during  the  past  year  has 
diminished  from  101  vessels  in  1874  ta  75  vesBeU,  and  the  values  of 
importations  from  196,076/.  to  140,478/.,  owing  chieflj  to  the  reduced 
fishety,  and  consequent  high  prices  in  Newfoundland,  and  to  a  diminu- 
tion iu  the  usual  importation  of  coals.  The  exportation  of  esparto 
grass  has  advanced  from  3,070  to  3,320  tons,  as  is  partially  shown  in 
the  accompanying  return  furnished  to  me  hy  some  of  the  foreign 
consuls,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  publishing  the  custom-house 
reports,  and  the  abs^ice  in  them  of  the  values  of  importations  and 
exportations. 

The  importations  have  amounted  in  value  to  4,400/.,  and  the  ex- 
portations, consisting  almost  entirely  of  raisins,  have  risen  in  48  British 
vessels  to  176,000/.,  and  in  36  Spanish  vessels,  9  United  States,  and 
1  Swedish,  to  155,400/. 

Jabia. 

At  this  port  the  exportation  of  raisins  in  20  British  vessels,  and  14 
Spanish,  amounted  in  value  to  49,751/. 

VALrorciA. 

The  importations  in  52  British  vessels,  consisted  of  coals,  cod- 
fish, iron,  and  guano,  the  values  of  which  I  have  not  obtained;  and 
the  chief  exports  were  409,943  cases  of  oranges,*besides  wine,  silk,  oil, 
and  other  agricultural  produce. 

Beitecablo. 

The  exportation  of  wine  in  3  British  ships*amounted  in  value  to 
7,595/.,  and  in  }j^  other  foreign  vessels  to  36,100/. 

ToBBsnuA. 

The  salt  exported  in  1875  in  9^  British  vessris  ammmted  to 
30,667  metrical  quintals,  and  in  Spaniah  and  otiier  foreign  vowkiId  tt» 
value  of  the  salt  exported  amounted  to241^10JL 

Alicante,  March  10, 1876. 
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BAEOELONA. 

Sepprt  hy  Consul  Frat  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Barcelona  for  the 

Tear  1876. 

Betuens  Nos.  1  and  2  refer  exclusively  to  the  British  shipping, 
and  on  comparing  them  with  those  of  1874,  it  will  appear  that  the 
tonnage  and  values  of  cargoes  inwards  have  increased  considerahlj  at 
Barcelona,  though  not  so  at  the  minor  ports,  but  at  these  the  values  of 
cargoes  outwards  show  a  good  increase,  whereas  at  Barcelona,  as  usualy 
no  return  cargoes  are  obtainable  for  British  shipping. 

The  number  of  steamers  continues  to  increase,  for  out  of  228 
arrivals,  190  were  st<3amers.  Undoubtedly  for  the  transport  of  coals 
these  vessels  offer  many  advantages  over  sailing  vessels.  The  nature  of 
the  cargoes  of  British  shipping  has  not  varied  in  the  leaat — coals  in  the 
great  majority  of  them,  207  vessels,  cotton  from  Smyrna  in  14,  and 
staves,  grain,  nitrate  of  soda,  saltpetre  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  Bussia,  and  South  America  in  a  few  other  vessels,  indeed, 
even  the  values  of  these  cargoes  have  closely  followed  those  of  1874, 
the  cotton  received  in  1875  by  these  fourteen  vessels  being  computed 
to  be  worth  some  229,000Z.,  a  slight  increase  over  1874  of  some 
10,000/. 

I  need  not  repeat  that  return  cargoes  are  only  obtainable  for  a  few 
British  ships  at  Tarragona  in  the  shape  of  wine,  nuts,  almonds,  and 
fruit,  all  the  others  leave  in  ballast  in  search  of  mineral  oil  and  grass 
along  the  coast,  at  Carthagena,  Aquilas,  and  Huelva ;  or  of  oranges, 
raisins,  and  other  fruit,  at  Castellon,  Denia,  ai^d  Valencia. 

Returns  Nos.  3  and  4  refer  to  the  foreign  vessels,  neither  British 
nor  Spanish,  that  have  come  to  the  ports  of  this  consular  district 
during  1875. 

On  comparison  with  the  previous  year  of  1874,  the  number  of 
vessels  is  lower  at  Barcelona,  their  tonnage  is  somewhat  higher,  but 
the  value  of  their  cargoes  both  imported  and  exported  considerably 
less,  whereas  at  the  minor  ports  there  has  been  a  clear  increase  in  the 
three  particulars. 

The  nature  of  the  cargoes  brought  to  Spain  by  these  foreign  vessels 
is  exactly  what  it  was  before,  and  I  should  only  have  to  repeat  my 
previous  statements,  but  as  to  the  coals  brought  by  them  from  England 
it  seems  that  out  of  8  Dutch  vessels  arrived,  1  brought  180  tons  coal ; 
out  of  2  Portuguese,  1  brought  190  tons ;  of  7  Austrian  vessels,  4 
brought  1,850  tons ;  of  2  Belgians,  1  brought  850  tons;  of  11  Greek 
vessels  arrived,  7  brought  3,900  tons ;  of  21  Russian  vessels,  3  broueht 
1,400  tons  coals;  of  64  German  vessels,  24  brought  14,000  tons  coals; 
of  86  Swedish  and  Norwegian  vessels  arrived,  27  brought  13,765  tons 
coal ;  of  121  French  vessels,  only  15  brought  6,000  tons  coals ;  and  of 
194  Italian  vessels  arrived,  only  4  brought  2,500  tons  coals.  Under 
the  Danish  and  North  American  flag,  only  two  cargoes  of  British  coal 
arrived  during  1875. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  German,  Swedish,  Norwegian,  and 
Greek  ships  were  those  that  benefited  specially  by  this  carrying  trade, 
but  this  advantage  may  not  be  ver^  permanent,  for  Spanish  vessels,  both 
ateamers  and  sailing  ships,  are  rapioly  engaging  in  tms  trafiSc 
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As  aboye  stated  in  allading  to  the  cargoes  brought  by  these  yessels, 
my  remarks  on  the  subject  in  last  jenr's  report  might  be  literally  re- 
peated, and  eyen  my  obseryations  as  to  the  three  lines  of  steamers, 
German,  French,  and  Italian,  only  require  to  be  supplemented  by 
adding  that,  owing  to  the  ciyil  war  and  to  the  stoppage  of  all  communi- 
cation for  persons,  goods,  or  mails  by  land,  the  French  regular  weekly 
line  with  Marseilles  has  been  extremely  punctual  and  useful,  and  has 
no  doubt  amply  reaped  the  full  benefit  oi  such  good  service. 

As  to  the  return  caries  procurable  by  these  foreign  vessels  only 
occasional  and  accidental  cargoes  can  be  obtained  by  a  few  of  them, 
very  few  indeed,  barely  70  out  of  the  whole  number  of  536  arrived,  and 
of  those  70  upwards  of  50  were  French  steamers  that  at  times  carried 
away  cargoes  of  wine,  fruit,  mats,  oil,  and  other  produce  of  the  land  in 
return  for  the  multifarious  and  indescribable  variety  of  manufactured 
articles  they  bring  from  their  own  country. 

Eeturns  Nos.  5  and  6  refer  to  Spanish  shippino;  exclusively,  and 
show  forthwith  a  clear  diminution  in  respect  of  the  arrivals  at  Barcelona ; 
the  departures  are  somewhat  higher  though  not  much,  but  at  the  minor 
ports  the  increase  applies  both  to  arrivals  and  departures. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  any  regularity  could  exist  in  trade  and 
commerce  while  the  civil  war  was  raging,  and  this  unfavourable  con- 
dition of  the  exclusively  Spanish  trade  must  be  ascribed  to  that  cause, 
for  in  other  respects  the  year  has  been  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  ex- 
pected under  the  circumstances. 

I  now  beg  to  append  upon  some  of  the  articles  imported  during  1 875 
a  few  particulars  which  I  have  carefully  noted  down  as  opportunity 
offered. 

During  the  year  1875  some  153,720  bales  of  cotton  have  been 
received  at  Barcelona ;  of  these  66,000  came  from  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  55,000  from  the  Brazils  and  Venezuela,  21,000  from  the 
Levant,  and  the  remainder  from  divers  ports  and  countries. 

The  stock  in  hand  on  the  1st  January,  1875,  was  computed  at 
47,715  bales,  and  the  quantity  actually  taken  up  for  consumption  during 
1875  is  stated  to  be  162,440  bales.  In  1874  only  150,000  bales  were 
required  for  this  consumption. 

Of  cocoa  1,341,700  kilos,  were  received  in  1875,  against  1,714,500 
received  in  1874. 

Of  petroleum  36,000  barrels  arrived  during  1875,  against  35,400 
arrived  in  1874. 

Of  coffee  761,820  kilos,  arrived  during  1875,  against  952,020  arrived 
in  1874. 

Of  sugar  50,300  boxes  were  received  in  1875,  against  48,175  received 
in  1874. 

Of  hides  480,425  pieces  were  received  in  1875,  against  364,553  in 
1874. 

And  I  may  state,  as  a  general  remark,  that  the  price  of  sugar  tended 
to  go  down ;  that  of  coffee  likewise ;  that  of  hides  showed  very  slight 
alteration ;  but  those  of  wheat,  and  its  produce,  flour,  were  constantly 
high.  Cotton,  as  always,  rose  and  went  down  with  greater  promptitude 
and  frequency  from  speculation  and  other  causes. 

On  agriculture  nothing  can  be  said,  the  civil  war  raging  in  Cata- 
luna  during  eleven  of  the  twelve  months  of  the  past  year  has  absolutely 
prevented  the  land  from  being  tilled  at  all  in  many  regions. 

As  to  population,  no  increase  can  have  taken  place  in  Catalima  ;  on 
the  contrary,  a  serious  diminution  must  ultimately  be  found  out,  but 
this  city  of  Barcelona,  according  to  some  recent  trustworthy  reports, 
has  at  present  some  216,000  inhabitants,  having  increased  from  120,000 
in  1828  to  163,250  in  1848,  and  to  190,300  in  1864. 
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Of  the  216,000  inhabitants  recorded  for  1876,  only  5,300  are  stated 
to  be  foreigners,  though  no  doubt  a  good  many  more  have  not  registered 
themselves  at  aU. 

No  particulars  of  any  interest  as  to  industry  can  be  recorded  for 
the  past  year;  it  only  appears  striking  that  the  existing  cotton  mills 
and  other  factories  could  resist  such  calamities.  Many  were  actually 
compelled  to  shut  up,  but  will  now  all  revive. 

Public  Works. 

None  have  been  or  could  be  attempted  during  the  past  year ;  the 
railways  either  had  to  suspend  their  trains  altogether,  or  to  pay  heavily 
for  permission  to  run  them  incompletely,  so  that  tneir  service  during  1875 
has  been  but  indifferent,  and  as  for  the  interests  of  the  shareholders  or 
proprietors,  it  has  been  utterly  null  and  void ;  and,  moreover,  very  heavy 
injury  has  been  done  to  the  lines  in  all  directions,  and  a  very  serious 
outlay  will  be  required  to  repair  them.  They  are,  however,  again  fieurly 
at  work.  The  line  to  Saragossa  is  quickly  trying  to  make  up  for  past 
losses ;  that  to  Tarragona  and  Valencia  also  endeavours  to  restore  its 
forces  ;  tliat  to  G^rona,  in  combination  now  with  the  latter,  is  not  only 
again  fairly  at  work,  but  its  continuation  from  Gerona  to  Figueras  and 
the  Pretich  frontier  is  once  more  being  rapidly  pushed  on,  so  as  to  offer 
some  possibility  of  direct  communication  with  France  within  two 
years.  Tiie  line  from  Barcelona  to  Yich,  half  the  distance  to  the  coal 
fields  of  San  Juan  de  las  Abadessas,  has  also  been  thrown  open  to  the 
public  recently,  but  its  continuation  from  7ich  onwards  appears  for  the 
moment  to  be  at  a  complete  standstill. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  close  this  report  by  adding  that  the  civil 
war  having  at  last  ceased  in  this  district,  commerce  and  industry  ought 
to  regain  their  strength  and  activity  promptly ;  and  so,  perhaps,  may  be 
the  case  if  other  events  do  not  come  to  hinder  this  result,  because  Bar- 
celona may  now  be  said  to  possess  a  safe  and  roomy  port,  to  be  the 
terminus  of  several  lines  of^  railwav  with  the  interior,  to  contain  a 
strong,  energetic  population,  well  adapted  for  industrial  purposes,  and 
sufficient  capital  to  start  and  carry  on  any  special  enterpnze ;  and  with 
such  elements  some  progress  ought  certainly  to  be  made. 

No.  I.— Ebtubh  of  British  Shipping  at  the   Port  of  Barcelona 
during  the  Year  1875. 


Yessels. 

Tonnage. 

OrewB. 

Value  of  CMgocs. 

Arrived  , . 
Departed .  •        •  • 

228 
228 

187,505 
187,565 

4,450 
4,450 

681,000/. 
la  ballast 
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No.  n. — EETTTEK-of  British  Shipping  at  the  Minor  Ports  of  this 
Consular  District  for  the  Year  1875. 

ABB17KD. 


Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Value  of  Cargoes. 

Tarragona 

ViUanueva 

Palamos 

Matan 

40 

11 

3 

9 

10,840 
2,641 

050 

1,874 

426 
90 
24 
66 

£ 

9,795 

3,752 

1,723 

4,710 

Total    .. 

63 

16,005 

606 

17,980 

Dbparted. 

Veaselfl. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Value  of  Cargoes. 

Tarragona 

ViUanueTa 

Palamoa 

Matan 

39 

11 

3 

9 

10,647 

2,641 

650 

1,874 

429 
90 
24 
66 

106,904 

19 

If 

Total    .. 

62 

16.712 

608 

106,904 

No.  III. — Eettibis'   of  Foreign  (not  British   or  Spanish)  Shipping  at 
the  Port  of  Barcelona  during  the  Tear  1875. 


ArriTed. 

Departed. 

NatioDt. 

VeaselB. 

Tona. 

Value 
of  Cargoes. 

Vesaelfl. 

Tons. 

Value  of 
Cargoof. 

Freoch 

121 

61,580 

585,940 

121 

51,580 

£ 
151,000 

It^ian     

194 

48,220 

157,100 

194 

43,220 

6,750 

Swedish  and  Norwegian 

86 

28,975 

174,010 

86 

28,975 

8,000 

German 

64 

27,985 

195,550 

64 

27,985 

18,000 

Buasian 

21 

9,350 

63,200 

21 

9,850 

•*• 

U.S.  of  North  America 

10 

4,860 

45,120 

10 

4,360 

Greek 

11 

3,420 

24,110 

11 

8,420 

©oteh 

t 

2,440 

27,280 

8 

2,440 

6,000 

Austrian 

7 

2,200 

9,600 

7 

2,200 

Danish , 

15 

2,190 

16,660 

IS 

2,190 

2,100 

Belgian 

2 

1,450 

6,700 

2 

1,450 

Portagae«e 

2 

270 

600 

2 

270 

1,100 

TotU           

536 

177,440 

1,305,850 

586 

177,440 

190,950 
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No.  IV. — ^EETimir  of  Fopcign  (not  British  or  Spanisli)    Shipping  [at 
the  Minor  Ports  of  this  Consular  District  for  the  Tear  1875. 


AiriTed. 

Departed. 

KftHon. 

TeiselB. 

Tont. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

Yenelfl. 

Tom. 

Valneof 
Cargoee. 

French 

Italian        

Swedish  and  Norwegian 

Busaian       

U.S.  of  America   ... 

Greek         

Dutch          

Danish        

Portuguese 

86 
44 

62 
16 

8,987 

14,400 

12,627 

4,690 

2,147 

1,112 

280 

696 

892 

202 

£ 
24,600 
96,070 
77,166 
2,460 
6,400 
8,272 
4,200 
1,077 
1,080 

86 

40 
62 

8,987 
12,400 
12,627 
4,500 
2,147 

280 
696 
892 
202 

21,600 
68,000 
66,460 
82,265 
6.100 
2,400 
2,800 
7,647 
10,708 
2,600 

Total    

..        .. 

172 

40,968 

215,824 

168 

88,968 

219,860 

No.  y.— Eetubn  of  Spanish  Shipping  exdusively  at  the  Port  of  Barce- 
lona during  the  Tear  1875. 


ArriTed. 

Departed. 

VessaU. 

Tonnage. 

Value 

Venels. 

Tonnage. 

Value 
of  Cargoes. 

Foreign  trade 

Colonial     „ 

Coasting     „ 

816 

89 

1,568 

179,570 
21,180 
191,676 

£ 

4,092,180 

448,300 

8,181,940 

686 

209 

1,801 

184,580 
61,049 
180,920 

£ 
1,860,900 
1,198,000 
4,013,600 

Total       

2,468 

892,426 

7,672,870 

2,196 

876,506 

6,572,600 

No,  VI. — Eettjen  of  Spanish  Shipping  exclusively  at  the  Minor 
Ports  of  this  Consular  District  for  the  Tear  1875. 


Arrived    , 
Departed 


Vessels. 


568 
516 


Tonnage. 


94,820 
107,742 


Value  of  Cargoea. 


£ 

276,806 
257,875 


Barcelona,  January  Bl,  1876. 
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BILBAO. 

Eeport  hif  Consul  Toung  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular 
District  of  Biscay^  Guipuzeoa^  and  Castile,  during  the  Tear  1875. 

Bilbao. 
Shipping  and  Navigation. 

Twt  continuance  of  the  civil  war  during  the  whole  of  last  year 
limited  the  shipping  movement  at  this  port  to  Spanish  steamers  engaged 
in  the  local  traffic  with  Santander  for  the  supply  of  provisious  and 
merchandize  to  Bilbao  and  conveyance  of  troops,  and  a  few  English  and 
French  vessels  that  loaded  small  quantities  of  iron  ore  which  remained 
in  deposit  or  could  be  obtained  from  places  within  the  Government 
lines,  all  export  of  mineral  from  districts  in  the  possession  of  the 
CarlistSy  as  was  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  having  been  pro- 
hibited. 

The  following  comparative  statement  for  the  past  and  the  year  1872 
BhowB  the  effect  of  the  civil  war  on  British  niavigation : — 


British  Shipping. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

1872  .. 

1875 

639 
29 

180,371 
8,255 

618 
81 

173,318 

9,292 

Trade  and  Commerce, 

Iron  Ore  Trade, — ^The  termination  of  the  civil  war  in  the  early  part 
of  the  present  year  was  not  followed,  as  had  been  anticipated,  by  much 
activity  in  this  branch  of  commerce  in  consequence  ot  the  depressed 
state  of  the  iron  trade  generally,  and  the  low  prices  ruling  in  England 
even  for  the  best  description  of  mineral,  the  Somorrostro  ore.  Great 
dissatisfaction  was  expressed  by  all  parties  interested  in  the  trade  at 
the  heavy  charges  lo  which  the  article  was  subject.  The  navigation 
duty  of  4  reals  per  ton  imposed  by  the  Spanish  Government  u[)on  all' 
exports  was  alone  excessive  on  a  material  of  such  trifling  intrinsic  value 
aa  iron  ore;  but  when  to  this  was  added  the  further  charge  of  2  reals 
per  ton,  conceded  to  the  municipality  of  Bilbao  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  the  losses  sustained  by  the  town  during  the  siege,  the  total 
duties  amounting  to  6  reals  per  ton  was  a  serious  impediment  to 
exportation ;  in  foct,  calculating  the  price  of  Somorrostro  ore  free  on 
board  at  30  reals  or  6*.  3i.  per  ton,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  burthened 
with  an  export  duty  of  20  per  cent.  It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  be 
able  to  state  at  the  date  of  this  report  that  the  complaints  in  this  m^itter 
[542]  3  N 
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made  by  Britisli  subjects  having  been  frequently  submitted  by  the  con- 
sulate to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Madrid,  the  Spanish  Government 
has  been  induced,  on  bis  representations,  to  reduce  the  navigation  duty 
to  1  real  per  ton  in  favour  of  iron  ore.  While  regarding  the  municipal 
duty,  it  is  understood  that  it  is  to  be  altogether  taken  off.  The  result 
of  this  abandonment  of  the  injudicious  fiscal  measures  above  referred  to 
will  probably  be  a  moderate  resumption  of  this  important  trade, 
although,  as  before  mentioned,  its  extent  must  necessarily  be  dependent 
upon  tlie  state  of  the  iron  trade  in  England. 

Sy  those  who  have  watched  the  rise  of  Bilbao  during  the  last  fifteen 
years  to  the  position  of  a  most  thriving  and  important  commercial  port, 
which  it  held  previously  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Carlist  war,  the  ruinous 
results  of  that  struggle  can  alone  be  fully  appreciated. 

The  average  annual  value  of  foreign  imports  for  many  years 
amounted  to  upwards  of  2,000,000?.,  of  which  Great  Britain  alone  fur- 
nished about  one-half;  and  in  the  year  1872,  1,741  vessels,  whose 
registered  tonnage  repiresented  a  total  of  351,826  tons,  of  which  689,  of 
1^,371  tons,  were  British,  entered  and  cleftred.  This  large  eommeroe 
and  navigation  was  almost  entirely  suspended  for  two  years  and  a  half; 
but  it  will  be  seen  from  the  following^  brief  record  that  the  disastroiw 
effects  of  the  war  upon  trade  extended  over  a  period  of  nearly  four 
yean. 

The  Carlist  insurrection  broke  out  on  the  21st  of  April,  1872,  and 
caused  much  inconvenience  to  foreign  shipping  in  conneotion  with  the 
export  of  iron  ore  early  in  May,  and  on  the  28rd  of  that  month  wbs 
apparently  terminated  by  the  Convenio  of  Amorovieta,  made  between 
Marshal  Seorrano  and  the  Carlist  chiefs.  In  the  month  of  January, 
1873,  the  Carlists,  however,  again  rose  in  arms ;  but  although  railway 
tra£Bc  and  direct  postal  and  telegraphic  communication  with  t^  intericnr 
was  interrupted  in  March,  and  considerable  prejudice  to  shipping  and 
the  mineral  trade  occasioned  through  the  partial  abandonment  of  work 
at  the  mines,  it  was  not  until  the  month  of  June  that  the  outbreak 
began  to  assume  proportions  which  the  Spanish  Government  was  then 
utterly  unable  to  control.  The  blockade  and  siege  of  Bilbao,  details  of 
which  were  given  in  the  reports  from  this  oonsuSEtte  for  the  years  1873 
and  1874  followed,  and  the  war  dragged  on  with  varying  results  till  the 
month  of  February  of  the  present  year,  when,  aiW  betving  lasted  esaet^y 
three  years  and  ten  months,  it  was  terminated  by  the  recent  campaign 
in  the  north. 

So  far  as  the  future  prospects  of  trade  and  navigation  at  Bilbao  can 
be  judged,  it  may  be  observed  that  although  many  merchants  who 
temporarily  transferred  their  business  to  Santander  during  the  war  are 
now  returning,  the  restoration  of  mercantile  transactions  to  the  point 
of  importance  they  held  previously  to  the  Cariist  insurrection  must 
necessarily  take  some  time.  The  large  foreign  as  well  as  local  com- 
mercial interests  at  Bilbao,  and  the  considerable  movement  in  shipping 
that  would  follow  renewed  activity  in  the  iron  ore  trade,  will  no  doubt 
materially  influence  this  question;  and  should  no  further  political 
troubles  interfere  with  the  course  of  trade,  it  may  be  fairly  expected 
that  Bilbao  will  gradually  retrieve  its  former  position. 
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Saktajtdeb. 
Mr.  Vice-Cansul  March  reports  as  follows : — 

Shipping, 

The  relative  importance  of  British  and  foreign  navigation  at  the 
port  of  Santander  in  1875,  as  well  as  the  movement  in  1874,  is  shown 
in  the  following  comparative  table  :— 


British  shipping — 

1874..        

1875 

Shipping  of  all  oonniries— 

1874 

1876 

Coasting  trade  (ezclnsiTelv  Spanish) — 

1874.. 

1875 


Entered. 


Ships. 


286 
197 

692 
687 

990 
1,721 


Tons. 


90,220 
82,864 

167,279 
151,806 

96,800 
158,711 


Cleared. 


Ships. 


286 
192 

602 
673 

1,000 
1302 


Tons. 


90,221 
78,602 

154,266 
139,112 

107,000 
173,134 


Talue  of  Exports  in  1876. 


Total  Value. 

Inolnding 

Wheat  and 

Flour. 

To  Gnat  Bffitaia 

Pranee.. 

Belgium          

Onba 

Sooth  America 

£ 

H,400 
188,600 

11,840 
440,600 

12,600 

£ 

64,000 

10,200 

7,000 

420,000 

Amonnt  of  exports  in  1874 

748,040 
1,072,144 

488,200 
828,800 

Decrease  in  1875 

829,104 

845,600 

3  K  2 
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Imports. 

Valttb  of  Imports  in  1876. 

£ 

From  Great  Britain  980,300 

France  533,580 

Belgium        184,900 

Sweden  and  Norway  ..         ..         ..  450,260 

United  States  212,070 

South  America         190,000 

Cuba  and  Phillipine  Islands         . .         . .  866,600 

2,867,660 
Amount  of  imports  in  1874  8,666,710 

Decrease  in  1875  *   799,060 

Custom-house  dues  in  1874  823,888 

1875  657,743 

Decrease  in  1876  165,645 

Mining, 

The  only  industry  whicb  requires  notice  in  this  report  is  mining. 
In  1875  the  quantity  of  ores  exported  was  as  follows : — 

Ibon  and  Zinc. 


1876. 

1874. 

To  Great  Britain 

France        

Belgium 

Tons. 

50,000 

9,000 

16,000 

Tons. 

43,800 

6,000 

20,000 

Total 

74,000 

69,800 

Bilbao,  May  4, 1876. 
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COEUNNA. 


Beport  hy  Consul  Turner  on  the  Trade^  Commerce^  and  Navigation  in  the 
District  of  Corunnafor  the  Tear  1876. 

SiKCE  my  report  for  1874,  little  or  no  difference  has  taken  place  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  imports  and  exporto.  Respecting  the  former,  hardware 
of  all  classes,  dry  goods  for  dress  and  household  purposes,  jewellery,  toys, 
&c.,  Ac.,  from  England,  France,  Germany,  and  machinery  from  Belgium, 
of  coal  a  sufficient  quantity  only  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
supply  of  steamers  homeward-bound  short  of  fuel,  the  inferior  quality 
from  Astiufias  being  generally  used  for  economy's  sake,  not  only  on  shore 
but  by  the  coasting  steamers ;  from  South  and  iNorth  America  invariably 
in  Spanish  bottoms,  timber  for  the  construction  of  shipping  and  building, 
also  for  the  making  of  furniture ;  petroleum,  hides,  spurits,  tobacco,  oils, 
grain,  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  tea,  and  flour  from  Santander  and  San 
Sebastian,  these  may  all  be  considered  for  the  consumption  and  use  of 
the  surrounding  provinces.  The  export  trade  is  insignificant  with  the 
exception  of  cattle,  which  has  considerably  increased,  nearly  a  third 
over  and  above  the  preceding  year.  There  were  shipped  to  Great  Britain 
and  its  isles  in  steamers  and  small  sailing  vessels  over  17,000  oxen  from 
this  port  alone,  at  the  average  -price  of  16/.  per  head,  of  a  noble  breed ; 
aJso  eggs  in  large  quantities  are  shipped  in  the  same  vessels ;  preserved 
meats,  fruits,  fish  in  tins,  and  sardines  in  barrels  are  in  great  demand 
for  South  America,  and  are  transported  in  Spanish  craft.  Commerce 
generally  is  extremely  dull  throu^n  the  exigences  caused  by  the  civil 
war,  the  landed  proprietor  is  without  his  rents,  as  the  soil  is  only 
partially  cultivated;  the  merchant  is  living  on  his  capital,  and  the 
necessaries  of  life  continue  at  prices  unknown  in  these  parts,  consequently 
the  cause  of  much  misery  and  pauperism. 

The  Bank  of  Spain  has  estaolished  a  branch  in  this  city,  a  great 
accommodaton  to  the  community  at  large,  the  average  rate  of  exchange 
throughout  the  year  at  90  days  on  London  has  been  from  4^.  1^.  to 
4f .  2d.  per  Spanish  dollar. 

Shippifq  Aim  Navioatiok. 

There  has  been  a  very  considerable  increase  in  British  shipjjing 
during  1875,  no  less  than  353  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  122,603,  against 
268  last  year,  with  tonnage  of  79,732  ;  and  of  all  nations,  except  Spanish, 
38  ships,  with  a  tonnage  of  28,387.  The  coasting  trade  is  entirely 
carriea  out  by  Spanish  vessels.  There  is  no  shipbuilding  in  the 
district  except  in  the  Government  arsenal  at  Perrol ;  the  erection  of  a 
dry  dock  has  been  commenced  in  this  port,  which  is  much  required, 
as  vessels  that  arrive  here  under  average,  leaky  or  injured  beneath  the 
ballast-line,  cannot  be  repaired,  and  have  to  proceed  to  Ferrol.  The 
harbour  of  Corunna  is  considered  most  safe  and  secure  in  all  weather, 
and  has  a  splendid  revolving  light  at  its  entrance. 

Aqbicfltube. 

The  crops  consist  of  maize,  wheat,  barley,  oats,  rye,  and  all  vegetables 
such  as  are  produced  in  England,  this  moist  climate  and  soil  is  parti- 
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cularly  adapted  for  such  culture,  as  well  as  fruit  of  all  classes,  except 
the  grape,  orange,  and  melon,  which  are  introduced  from  Malaga.  The 
hanrest  was  inferior  throughout  the  district. 

PoFULATioa'  Aio)  Ikdtjstbies. 

The  population  of  the  district  has  been  greatly  on  the  decrease 
through  the  heaTj  conscription  for  the  armj  and  nay^,  no  less  than 
8,000  youths  have  left  the  nrovince  of  Gahcia,  for  military  purposes 
within  three  months,  and  with  the  continued  stream  of  emimtion  for 
the  west.  Through  the  year,  the  mines  have  been  unworked,  and  onlv 
two  or  three  Bmall  oargoes  of  iron  ore  and  sulphate  of  copper  have  loft 
these  shores  for  Enghmd.  Until  ike  civil  war  is  brought  to  a  termina- 
tion, no  attempt  I  believe  will  be  made  to  open  them  out ;  nothing  in 
the  present  my  seems  to  prosper,  and  all  concerning  tlus  part  of  the 
cofuntiy  is  in  a  most  abandoned  state.  The  people  are  generally  em- 
-fiojed  in  agriculture,  the  fishmes  and  different  manufactories  for  the 
export  trade.  Their  wages  are  low  and  employment  not  permanent. 
The  women  of  Oalioia  are  an  extraordinary  hardworking  race,  and 
accept  all  sorts  of  out-door  work ;  the  weight  they  carry  on  their  beads 
is  incredible. 

PiTBIiIO  WOBKS. 

3?he  roads  thioughout  the  district  are  in  a  deplorable  state,  no 
advanoes  are  made  by  Government  or  otherwise  for  their  repairs,  and 
are  dangerous  to  travel  over.  Eighteen  leagues,  or  the  thim  pajrt  of 
the  railway  between  this  and  Blranuelas  to  join  the  line  from  Maidrid  to 
8antander,  has  been  opened  for  traffic  as  far  as  Lugo ;  it  would  appear, 
however,  to  be  badly  constructed.  Another  short  fine  from  Orense  to 
Yigo  will,  or  is  expected  to  be,  open  for  passengers  during  the  spring. 
There  are  no  other  pubUc  works  in  the  district  worthy  of  note. 

Oorunna,  January  1, 1876. 
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MALAGA. 

Beport  hf  Consul  Wilkinson  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Malaga  far 

the  Year  1875. 

Shippinq  ahd  Navigation. 

Betuuk  of  British  shipping  at  the  port  of  Malaga  in  the  year  1875. 

DiBBCT  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British 

Colonies. 

Entbrbd. 


Total  Number  of  Yeasela. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Total 
Number 

of 
Crews. 

With 
Gaigoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

126 

1 

127 

60,847 

59 

60,906       '      2,336 

Cl&asxd. 


Total  Number  of  YesseU. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Total 
Number 

of 
Crews, 

With 
Caigoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 

Billast. 

Total. 

47 

2 

49 

82,236 

623 

82,859 

1,124 

Indibect  or  Carrying  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to 
other  Countries. 

Entkbbd. 


Tot«l  Nnmber  of  Vessels. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Total 

Number 

of 
Crews. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Baliast 

Total. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast 

Total. 

68 

2 

65 

50,621 

626 

51,247 

1,701 
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Total  Number  of  Veaaels. 

Total  Tomiage. 

Total 
Number 

of 
CreFS. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
BalUst. 

TotaL 

70 

67 

187 

55,251 

21,828 

77,074 

2,820 

Compared  with  the  preceding  year,  the  above  tables  show  a 
considerable  falling  off  in  the  number  and  tonnage  of  British  ships  that 
entered  this  port,  the  difference  in  fayour  of  last  year  being  no  less  than 
79  ships,  and  26,920  tons. 

The  decrease  is  chiefly  due  to  deficient  crops,  and  more  especially 
to  that  of  olive  oil,  which  only  yielded  about  one-tenth  of  the  previous 
year's  production. 

A  new  tax  on  native  and  foreign  shipping  has  been  established,  with 
the  object  of  raising  funds  for  the  deepening  and  improvement  of  the 
port  ot  Malaga.  The  rates  imposed,  and  which  began  to  bo  levied  in. 
June  last,  are  as  follows : — 

On  voyages  from  the  colonies,  America,  Asia,  &c.  (ultramar)  688 
milesimas  of  a  peseta  (about  6|tf.)  for  each  Spanish  ton  of  100  kilos,  of 
cargo  discharged,  and  the  like  impost  on  each  ton  loaded  here. 

On  European  voyages,  517  milesimas  of  a  peseta  (about  5^.)  per  ton 
on  inward,  and  same  tax  on  outward  cargo.  Vessels  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade,  which  in  this  country  is  restricted  to  Spanish  bottoms, 
are  also  subjected  to  the  tax,  but  at  lesser  rates  of  tonnage  duty. 

The  measure  has  been  authorized  by  a  Eoyal  Order  issued  by  the 
Minister  of  Commerce  and  Public  Works,  under  the  date  of  the  14th 
of  May  last. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  another  impost  has  been  subsequently 
imposed  on  all  merchandize  landed  or  shipped  at  this  port,  ranging 
from  4  to  85  cents  of  a  peseta  for  100  kilos.,  or  from  4d.  to  2s.  lid,  per 
ton.  The  proceeds  of  this  tax  are  likewise  intended  to  be  applied 
towards  the  deepening  and  improvement  of  the  harbour. 

The  articles  thus  taxed  have  been  divided  into  five  groups  or 
categories,  each  comprising  a  certain  number  of  goods,  of  which  the 
following  are  those  affecting  more  or  less  our  trade : — 

First  Oroup — Taxed  35  cents,  of  a  peseta  per  100  kilos.,  or  2s.  lid. 
per  ton  weight:  beer  in  bottles,  drugs,  tea,  matches,  yarns,  manu- 
factured tissues,  &c. 

Second  Oroup. — ^Taxed  25  cents,  of  a  peseta  per  100  kilos.,  or  2s.  Id 
per  ton  weight :  spirits,  cod-fish,  sugar,  cocoa,  copper,  bartin,  cotton, 
(raw),  steel,  coffee,  nails,  tin-plates,  butter,  Ac. 

Third  Oroup. — Taxed  12^  cents,  of  a  peseta  per  100  kilos,  or 
1*.  Ohi,  per  ton :  hardNvare,  machinery,  zinc,  petroleum,  olive  oil,  beer  in 
barrels,  dry  and  green  fruit,  ffrain,  flour,  wine,  &c. 

Fourth  Oroup. — ^Taxed  Bj  cents,  of  a  peseta  per  100  kilos.,  or  6|<f. 
per  ton :  esparto,  lead,  &c. 

The  operations  for  cleaning  and  dredging  the  port  commenced 
towards  the  end  of  August,  but  either  on  account  of  tne  bad  condition 
of  the  old  dredging  machine  used,  or  owing  to  the  inexperience  of  the 
workmen  instrusted  with  the  management  of  the  same,  the  works  were 
stopped  for  a  time. 
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The  decree  mentioned  in  my  commercial  report  of  last  year, 
CBtablishing  new  rules  for  ascertaining  the  measured  capacity  of  ships, 
and  which  was  to  have  come  into  operation  in  June  last,  was  sub- 
sequently ordered  to  be  put  in  force  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1876. 

The  enormous  increase  of  taxation  imposed  upon  our  coal  carrying 
trade,  and  likewise  upon  the  fuel  itself,  under  these  new  regulations, 
is  being  brought  forcibly  to  the  notice  of  the  Spanish  Government, 

TSADE  Am)   COMMEBCE. 

The  following  ia  a  statement  of  the  principal  articles  of  foreign 
produce  and  manufactures  imported  into  Malaga  in  the  year  1875. 


Articles. 


Hardware      •  •         •  •         • . 

Machinery 

Iron  hoops 

Steel  

Bar  iron         

Pig  iron         

Kaila 

Tin  plates 

Cotton  and  woollen  tissiiea  . . 

Yams.. 

Spirits..         •• 

Sugar  

Coeoa  

Coffee 

Sulphur         

Soda 

Coals 

StaTes..         .. 
Timber  and  deals     •• 

Hides 

Petroleum 
Cotton,  raw    . . 

Codfish  

Fire-bricks 


Packages 

Number 

Bundles 

Boxes 

Bars 

CwlB. 

Barrels 

Boxes 

Packages 

CaakB 
Chests 
Sacks 


Biurels 

Tons 

Pieces 


Boxes 
Bales 
Cwts. 
Number 


Quantity. 


2,553 

1,586 

7,152 

1,500 

776 

6,406 

371 

8,174 

740 

771 

1,015 

2,675 

6,321 

2,529 

1,660 

1,493 

34,000 

116,000 

278,000 

48,055 

43,500 

8,922 

72,000 

71,000 


Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crop  of  olive  oil,  the  demand  for  staves 
and  iron  hoops  was  very  limited,  and  the  result  has  been  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  importation  of  those  ai'ticles.  Most  of  the  rest  of  the 
imports  likewise  exhibit  a  decrease,  but  only  to  a  limited  extent,  except 
petroleum,  which  shows  a  diminution  of  nearly  one-third  of  the  quantity 
imported  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  is  a  return  of  the  principal  articles  of  native  produce 
exported  during  the  year  1875. 
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BaUins 

AlmondB 
Figs 
Qrapes 
LemooB 
OrangeB 
Orange  peel 
Wine  .. 
OliTe  oil 
6oap   .. 
Chickpeas 
Esparto  grass. 
Lead 


Qoanlity. 


66,600 
12,400 
86,000 
12,450 

5,160 
27,400 
10,535 

6^74 
11,250 

1,800 

4,270 

27,000 

21,907 

275,000 


As  compared  with  the  year  1874,  the  above  table  shows  a  slight 
increase  on  the  following  articles,  viz.  : — almonds,  lemons,  oranges, 
orange-peel,  and  esparto  grass,  and  a  very  considerable  one  on  lead, 
amounting  to  112,000  cwts.  more ;  whilst  the  staple  exports,  oil  and  mus- 
catel raisins,  exhibit  a  diminution  which,  on  the  first  named  article,  has 
been  no  less  than  8,700  tons,  or  about  nine-tenths  of  the  previous  year's 
shipments.  The  decrease  on  raisins,  however,  is  but  slight,  and  does 
not  amount  to  more  than  10  per  cent.  The  largest  shipments  of  this 
fruit  were,  as  usual,  made  for  the  United  States,  where  as  many  as 
911,099  boxes,  18  barrels,  and  10,064  frails  of  the  value  of  about 
300,000Z.,  were  sent,  i'uUy  two-thirds  of  which,  being  conveyed  in  British 
bottoms,  and  the  rest  in  vessels  under  the  American  and  other  foreign 
flags. 

The  following  is  a  return  of  the  monthly  ;rates  of  exchange  at 
Malaga,  for  bills  on  London  at  three  months'  date,  during  the  year  1875. 

Beak 
per  £  sterling. 

Jannary        97 

VebmaTy 9B 

March 98^ 

AprU 98^ 

May »8A 

June 99^ 

July 98 

August  ..         ..         ..         97i 

September 96^ 

October         90^ 

Hovember     ••        ••         ..         97 

December ••98 

The  average  rates  of  freight  per  steamers  for  London  and  Liverpool 
<luring  the  year  were  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Raisins     . .  ILlSs.  and  10  per  cent  per  ton  of  90  boxes. 

Almonds  ..  IZ.  15«.  „  „  67      „ 

Lemons    . .  1/.  15«.  „  „  10  half  chests. 

Lead         ..  lOs,  „  „ 

The  rates  of  freights  per  steamers  for  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the 
United  States,  averaged  as  follows : — 
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fiaiaina         ...     lU.  and  10  per  oeoU  per  ton  of  90  boxte. 
LeiDona         ••     S^  „  ^  20  quarter  cheata. 

AlmondB       ••    .81.  ««  „  OOboxea. 

And  by  sailing  vesaelfl  17.  lOv.  and  10  per  cent,  per  ton  as  abote. 
Freigfats  on  cargoes  of  coals  from  the  United  kingdom  per  .sailing 
Tesaah  and  steamers  ranged  between  UL  and  16/.  per  keel. 

Agbiotjltijiie. 

Tbe  ahnosl  total  absonee  of  rain  daring  the  year  has  had  a  Tory 
injnnoas  effect  upon  nearly  all  agricultural  products  excepting  almonds, 
and  whilst— 

Bamm. — ^The  crop  ^  mnscatel  raisins  has  been  below  the  ayerage, 
both  as  regards  quantity  and  ouality,  the  equally  important  crop  of 
<4i7e  oil  proved  an  almost  total  railure. 

Oil. — ^The  yield  of  the  latter,  which  in  1873-74  consisted  in  round 
numbers  of  13,000,000  of  kilos.,  scarcely  attained  one-tenth  that 
amount  in  1874-76. 

Lemons. — ^The  quantity  of  lemons  exported  during  the  year  having 
been  somewhat  larger  than  in  1874,  the  natural  in^rence  would  be 
that  the  drought  did  not  exercise  the  same  pernicious  influence  upon 
lemon  trees  as  it  did  upon  the  other  crops ;  but  it  inu3t  be  borne  in 
mind  that  most  of  the  lemon  plantations  are  artificially  irrigated,  and 
that  the  propagation  of  these  trees  is  annually  on  the  increase. 

Almonds, — ^Tbe  crop  of  almonds  has  been  both  abundant  in  quantity 
and  excellent  in  quality,  the  dry  weather,  so  injurious  to  the  other  crops, 
seems  to  have  had  a  beneficial  effect  upon  this  particular  one. 

Sugar  cane. — A  slight  frost  which  occurred  towards  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  injured  the  sugar  canes  so  seriously  as  to  cause  a  reduction 
of  nearly  one-third  of  the  anticipated  yield,  which  is  now  calculated  in 
round  numbers  at  about  150,000  cwt.,  as  against  219,000  cwt.  in  1874. 

Wine, — A  deficient  grape  crop  has  naturally  caused  a  corresponding 
decrease  in  the  result  ox  the  vintage,  the  deficiency  being  estimated  at 
one-third  less  than  in  the  year  previous ;  but  the  now  wines  have  Inore 
body  in  them,  being  rauch  richer  in  alcohol. 

Qrain. — The  district  of  Malaga  is  not  a  grain  producing  district, 
although  as  a  rule  sufficient  cereals  are  raised  to  meet  local  consump- 
tion. The  drought,  however,  by  redncing  the  crop  of  wheat,  rendered 
necessary  a  limited  importation  of  this  grain,  chiefly  from  other  more 
favoured  provinces  of  Spain. 

Population  ksh  Iitdubtries. 

A  new  census  taken  in  the  month  of  August  last  fixes  the 
population  of  the  city  of  Malaga  at  98,000  souls.  This  figure,  however, 
cannot  be  relied  upon  as  correct ;  110,000  would  have  been  nearer  the 
mark.  The  death  rate  has  been  the  same  this  jear  as  in  the  year 
previous,  namely  about  40  per  1,000  persons  living ;  infants,  as  usual, 
oeing  the  chief  sufferers. 

Messrs.  Larios,  the  owners  of  the  two  large  cotton  mills  which  tfive 
employment  to  3,500  men,  women,  and  children,  and  annually  produce 
400,000  pieces  of  cotton  cloths  of  various  qualities,  are  about  to  increase 
the  number  of  their  looms  so  as  to  double  their  present  production. 

Public   Woeks. 
I  have  fdready  alluded  in  another  part  of  this  report  to  an  attempt 
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made  to  dredge  the  port  of  Malaga,  and  to  the  ill-success  with  which  it 
was  attended.  The  failure  to  carry  out  this  useful  and  indispensable 
work  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  as  the  port  is  rapidly  silting  up. 

The  severe  drought  wmch  prevailed  during  the  summer  caused  such 
a  great  scarcity  of  water  in  this  town,  and  gave  rise  to  so  many 
complaints,  that  the  authorities  felt  the  necessity  of  hastening  the 
completion  of  the  works  already  begun  some  years  ago,  for  the  supply 
of  water  from  the  sprmgs  of  Torremolino,  and  I  have  now  been 
imformed  that  the  pipes  for  conveying  the  same  have  already  been  laid 
down  to  within  one  mile  of  the  suburbs,  and  that  it  is  expected  that  the 
works  will  be  completed  next  spring.  The  construction  of  a  market  has 
been  commenced  during  the  year,  but  the  works  are  not  progressing 
very  rapidly,  the  foundations  alone  having  been  laid. 

The  huge  bull  ring,  19  course  of  consteuction,  will  probably  be  com- 
pleted in  time  to  be  maugurated  during  the  festivities  of  next  Corpus 
Chiisti. 

Malaga,  December  31, 1875. 
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MANILA. 

Report  Zy  Oomul  Siehetts  an  the  Trade  and  Commeree  of  Mamla  for 

the  Tear  1875. 

Suyar, — ^The  quantity  of  sugar  shipped  to  Great  Britain  last  year 
was  1,009^3  piculs ;  in  1874  the  quantity  was  649,414  piculs,  showing 
an  excess  for  the  year  1875  of  859,919  piculs. 

The  total  quantity  exported  to  all  parts  in  1874  was  1,661,782 
piculs,  and  in  1875,  2,044,048  piculs. 

The  ratio  of  the  quantity  of  unclayed  to  dry  sugar  exported  last 
year  was  as  45  to  82. 

Some  are  of  opinion  that  the  sugar  crop  of  this  year  will  be  equiva- 
lent in  quantity  to  that  of  last  year.  In  view,  however,  of  the  low 
prices  prevailing,  the  discontinuance  in  a  mat  measure  of  cash  advances 
to  the  planters,  and  the  destruction  caused  in  many  places  b^  the  locusts, 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  there  will  be  a  decrease  in  the  crops 
about  to  be  brought  to  market  during  the  next  two  years. 

Hemp. — There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  exportation  of  this  pro- 
duction during  the  past  year,  the  total  quantity  exported  in  1875 
having  been  526,114  piculs  against  616,177  in  1874.  As  regards  the 
quantity  exported  to  Great  Britain  there  has  been  a  slight  increase. 

Low  prices  arising  from  a  small  demand  lately  in  Europe  for  this 
kind  of  produce  and  a  decrease  in  cash  advances  to  the  grower?,  are 
probably  the  causes  to  which  we  have  in  a  measure  to  attribute  the 
Mlin^  off  in  this  production  during  the  year  1875. 

The  typhoon  experienced  in  Albay  at  the  latter  end  of  last  year  was 
productive  of  no  little  damage  to  the  hemp  plant,  and  this  amoDg  other 
things  will,  it  is  expected,  tend  to  lessen  tne  production  also  of  this 
artide  during  the  present  year. 

Tobacco  Leaf, — ^The  total  quantity  exported  to  Great  Britain  in 
1874  was  42,224  quintals,  and  in  1875  43,890  quintals,  showing  a  slight 
increase  for  the  last  jear. 

The  prices  of  this  produce  appear  to  have  varied  from  16  dol.  16  c. 
for  the  4th  quality  of  Cagayen  to  80  dol.  54  c.  2nd  Cagayen. 

The  following  gives  a  statement  of  the  principal  sales  for  last  year : — 

JDol.  c. 

22,000  quintalB  4th  Cagayen,  at  .  •         •  •     19  85 

9,500       „       4th  Isabella 16  80 

2,000   „   8rd   „     47  50 

3,000   „   4th  Cagayen 16  16 

4,000   „       „      16  57 

The  quantily  exported  to  Spain  on  Government  account  in  1875 
was  120,593  quintals,  making  a  total  exported  of  164,483  quintals. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  1875  tobacco  crop  of  Cagayen  and  Isabella 
will  amount  to  about  70,000  quintals,  of  a  fair  quality.  The  total 
tobacco  crop  including  the  Visayas,  will  not  probably  be,  it  is  said, 
much  less  than  200,000  quintals. 

Coffee. — The  total  export  of  this  produce  was  66,620  piculs,  against 
45,842  piculs  in  1874.  The  quantity  exported  to  Great  Britain  was  la 
1874,  22,307,  and  in  1875, 18,400. 
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The  present  coffee  crop  will  it  is  expected  be  little  inferior  in 
quality  and  quantity  to  that  of  the  last  year. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  during  the  last  year  to  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  8,392^874  doL,  or  about 
800,000  dol.  in  excess  of  the  year  1874. 

The  total  value  exported  to  all  parts  may  be  taken  on  private  account 
at  14,280,146  dol.,  and  on  Government  account  1,447,116  dol.,  showing 
a  total  of  16,727,262  dol.,  as  will  be  seen  on  a  reference  to  TMd  I. 

Table  IT.  gives  an  approximate  statement  of  exports  from  the  port 
of  Yloilo  for  the  same  peinod,  these  values  are  induaed  in  Table  I. 

The  total  value  exported  for  Yloilo  to  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies 
was  as  follows: — 

DoUaii. 

For  the  year  1875 1,122,060 

And  in  1874 879,240 

Showing  aa  ineresso  of         242,8S0 

In  Table  III  will  be  found  an  approximate  statement  of  exports  from 
the  port  of  Cebti  for  the  year  1879,  also  included  in  Table  I. 

The  total  value  exported  from  Cebti  for  the  year  1876  to  Gk'eat 
and  her  colonies  was  948,254  dol.,  and  for  the  year  1874, 774,800  dd.» 
showing  idso  a  sHght  incraase. 

In  Yloilo  the  exports  oonsisted  of  sugar  only,  and  in  Ceb4  of  sugar 
anfLhomp. 

Yery  little  information  can  be  furnished  at  the  present  moment  as 
regards  this  branch  of  the  commerce  of  this  colony,  nothing  official 
having  as  yet  been  published. 

Tbe  sales  of  plain  staples  in  Manila  were  as  follows  for  the  year 
1876:— 


White  sblrUngs    . 
Grey         „ 

M    l<mg  cloths  . 

„     T  cloths 

„    twilli 
Jkoeonei  moBlJns  • 
Victoria  lawns 
Ctmbiios    . . 
Plain  grsndrillB    • 
ToriLoy  red  cloths . 


1S76. 


Fieoesr 
16(1^209 
63,989 
44,011 
104,900 
81,925 
62,822 
58,476 

2^866 
6,891 


1874. 


Pi« 
lB0,68i 
67,414 
56,888 
78,819 
29,854 
81,260 


26,157 
7,864 


showing  a  decrease,  when  compared  with  1874,  in  the  sales  of  white 
shirtings,  grey  shirtings,  grey  long  cloths,  jacconet  muslins,  Victoria 
lawns,  plain  grandrills,  and  Turkey  reds,  and  an  increase  in  grey  T^doths, 
and  grey  twiUs. 

The  stocks  of  these  goods  at  the  end  of  1876  showed  an  increase 
over  the  year  1874  in  grey  shirtings,  grey  T-cloths,  grey  twills,  jacconet 
muslins,  plain  grandnlls,  and  Turkej^  reds,  and  a  decrease  in  white 
slurtings,  grev  long  cloths,  and  Victoria  lawns. 

In  view  of  the  heavy  stocks  of  this  class  of  goods  in  first  hands,  and 
the  quantities  remaining  unsold  in  the  shops  of  the  chief  dealers,  the 
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Chinese,  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  prices  will  not  rally  for 
some  time  to  come,  and  that  any  great  additional  importation  will  have 
the  effect  of  glutting  this  market  and  reducing  profits  to  too  low  a 
figure  to  be  remunerative  to  the  importer. 

SHippnra. 

Table  IV  gives  a  Etatement  on  British  shipping  entering  and  clear- 
ing from  Manila  for  the  year  1875,  and  also  the  total  shipping  enteriug 
all  Philippine  ports. 

In  the  year  1874  the  number  and  tonnage  of  British  shipping 
entering  all  Phillpine  was  99  ships  of  58,577  tons,  and  in  the  year 
1875  108  ships  of  69,726  tons,  showing  an  increase  in  the  last  year  of 
19  ships  and  11,149  tons. 

Tables  V  and  III  give  the  quantity  of  British  and  other  shippini 
entering  the  ports  of  Tloiio  and  Cebti,  and  Table  VI  the  number  an 
tonnage  of  all  ships  entering  the  port  of  Manila. 

Manila,  February  20, 1876. 
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SPAEET. 

III.— Edobtb  fipom  Port  of  Cebd  for  1875. 


Hemp. 

Sugar. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Great  BriUin 

United  States 

Australia 

Bales. 

88,601 

15,J28 

2,224 

Dollars. 

463,212 

181,476 

26,668 

Piculs. 

119,587 

16,960 

88,888 

Dollars. 

298,842 

67,840 

154,532 

Total 

55,948 

671,856 

175,880 

521,214 

Total  yahie  of  ejcports,  1,192^570  dd. 

Total  of  British  Shipping  entering  Port  of  Cebu  for  1875. 

Ships  14 

Tons  •         6,933 

IV.— Eetxteit  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Manila  for  1875. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

From  Hongkong  . . 

S6 

22,950 

36 

11,654 

Australia     .. 

22 

15,179 

6 

2,828 

Singapore  •• 

5 

8,258 

•  • 

, , 

England      • . 

6 

4,889 

26 

80,105 

Chiua          •• 

9 

6,996 

8 

1,154 

Bankok       •  •         •  • 

8 

1,840 

•  • 

.. 

Yokohama  •• 

8 

1,508 

1 

688 

Java 

2 

1,572 

•  t 

, , 

United  States 

•  • 

« • 

0 

7,702 

Cotfe 

•  • 

•• 

2 

724 

Total..         •• 

86 

57,687 

88 

54,800 

Total  British  Shipping  entering  Philippine  Ports. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Manila           ..         ••         ••         .. 
Direct  to  YloUo        •  •         •  • 

„       Cebd          ••         ••         .. 

86 

16 

6 

57,687 
8,917 
8,122 

Total 

108 

69,726 
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V.-^ET17BN  of  Total  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tloilo  for  the 
Yea 


fear  1875. 


Number. 

Tons. 

British           

Poreign  (Spanish) 

26 
27 

14,886 
20,667 

Total 

52 

86,453 

VI. — Total  Shipping  nnder  all  Flags  entering 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

the  Port  of  Manila 

Number. 

Tons. 

Foreign         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Spanish          

66 

111 

58,966* 
82,816 

Biitish           ••         • 

176 
86 

86,282 
57,687 

Total  •• 

262 

148,969 

*  Of  these,  86,219  tons  were  American  reduced  to  Engliah  tooiutge. 


80  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


896 


PALMA. 

Beport  hy  Acting-Oonitd  Constant  on  the  Trade  and  Cbmmeree  of  the 
Balearic  Islands  for  the  Tear  1875. 

The  trade  at  the  port  of  Falma  during  the  year  1875,  in  respect  of 
the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  foreign  ports,  has  not 
undergone  a  notable  alteration  compared  with  that  of  1874. 

Eeturt  No.  I.  shows  the  number  of  British  ships  which  entered  the 
port  of  Palma  during  said  period.  The  nature  of  their  cargoes  continues 
to  be  the  same  ;  they,  except  one  in  ballast,  brought  coal  from  England ; 
four  French  ships,  two  Germans,  and  one  Swedish,  brought  coal  also 
from  England,  a  trade  before  exclusively  carried  in  British  bottoms. 

Eetum  No.  II.  shows  the  number  of  foreign  ships,  non-Spanish, 
which  arrived  at  this  port  in  the  year  1875,  inclusive  of  those  above 
mentioned.  The  nature  of  their  cargoes  is  nearly  the  same  as  the  last 
year,  viz. :  American  vessels  brought  timber  and  petroleum  from  the 
United  States ;  the  French  brought,  besides  coal  from  England,  cork 
&om  Algeria  and  coal  from  Cette ;  the  Swedish  and  Norwegian  brought 
deals  and  timber;  one  Italian  brought  petroleum.  Afi,  includmg 
British  vessels,  cleared  in  ballast,  with  the  exception  of  three  American 
vessels  that  shipped  a  quantity  of  tiles,  and  one  British  ship  that  took 
in  a  cargo  of  carob  beans  for  home,  the  remainder  proceeded  to  Spain, 
Portugd,  Algeria,  and  Italy,  in  search  of  cargoes. 

The  coasting  trade,  which  by  existing  laws  is  confined  to  Spanish 
ships,  has  not  been  much  affected  by  the  Carlist  insurrection ;  it  con- 
tinues in  a  satisfactory  state,  as  the  exportations,  in  particular  for 
Barcelona,  have  considerably  increased.  More  than  12,000  hogs  have 
been  exported  in  tlio  year  1875,  which  at  the  average  price  of  32  dol. 
each  amounts  in  value  to  884,000  dol.  (80,842/.) 

The  return  No  III.  shows  not  only  the  number  of  Spanish  ships  that 
arrived  at  and  departed  from  this  port,  employed  in  this  trade  in  the 
year  1875,  but  the  number  of  tons  and  crews,  as  well  as  the  total  value 
of  the  merchandizes  imported  and  exported. 

Notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  the  civil  war  in  Cuba,  the  trade 
of  this  port  with  that  island  and  Puerto  Eico  has  not  decreased ;  the 
exports  consist  of  the  agricultural  products  and  objects  of  industries 
of  Majorca ;  and  the  imports,  of  sugar,  coffee,  timber,  and  rum,  all  in 
Spanish  bottoms.  Three  or  four  vessels  only  brought  cotton  in  return, 
from  the  United  States,  either  for  Palma  or  Barcelona. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Palma  is  limited  to  Marseilles,  Nice,  Algeria, 
and  Genoa.  In  the  return  No.  lY.  will  be  seen  the  amount  in  value  of 
the  merchandize  exported  and  imported  in  the  year  1875. 

The  trade  laws  and  custom-house  tariffs  are  the  same  that  ruled 
last  year.  The  market  prices,  very  high  compared  with  former  years, 
vary  generally  very  little. 

The  shipbuilding  has  considerably  decreased. 

The  rate  of  exchange  during  the  year  1875  has  fluctuated  from  4s. 
to  4iS.  Id.  per  dol.  of  5  pesetas. 

As  to  the  lighthouses  along  the  coast  in  this  island  and  harbours 
no  alteration  has  occurred. 
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Shippino  Aim  Navigatiok. 

No.  I. — Eetitbn  of  British  Shipping  in  the  Port  of  Palma  in  the 

Year  1875. 

Enubbd. 


NomberofYesBela. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

Total  Number 
of  CrewB. 

With  Cargoca. 

In  BaUast. 

Value  of  Cargoes. 

14 

1 

2,697 

108 

£       3.     d. 
8,149  17    0 

Clbabed. 


Number  of  Veaaels. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

Total  Number 
of  Crews. 

With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballast 

Value  of  Cargoes. 

1 

14 

2,697 

108 

£ 
.1,648 

No.  II. — Betitbn  of  Foreign  Shipping  in  the  Port  of  Palma  in  the 

Year  1876. 

ElTTEBED. 


Nationality  of 
Vessels. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value 
of  Caigocs. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

American 

French 

German' 

Italian 

Norwegian 
Swedish 

6 
9 
2 
1 

4 
2 

•  • 

2,240 

1,266 

681 

244 

1,008 

639 

£        8.    (L 

10,811    10    0 

8,078      0    0 

486      0    0 

2,106      5     0 

1  9,062    12     0 

Cleabed. 


NationaUly  of 
Vessels. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value 
of  Cargoes. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

American         • . 

French 

German 

Italian 

Norwegian 
Swedish 

4 

2 
9 
2 
1 
4 
2 

2,240 

1,256 

681 

244 

1,003 

689 

£      *.    d. 
692    12    0 
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CaASTDTG  ThADE. 


No.  Ill-— EETri??  of  tbe  Spanish  Shipping  in  the  Port  of  Palm» 
during  the  Year  1875. 


£atiiur>. 


Sailing  Ships 
and  CaigwB, 

Total. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

Total 
Crcwa. 

Value  of  Cargoes. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

759 

58 

810 

107,940 

8,109 

Pesetas. 
10,434,072 

£ 

489,829 

Cliabid. 


Sailing  Ships 
and  Steamers. 

Total. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

Total 
Crews. 

Talue  of  Cargoes. 

With 
CtegocB. 

In 
BalHwt. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

561 

800 

861 

10,828 

8,809 

Pesetas. 
11,534,935 

£ 
485,681 

1^0, 17.— Eetubn  of  the  Amount  Valne  of  Merchandize  Imported  at 
and  Exported  from  the  Port  of  Palma  during  the  Year  1875. 


Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Import  fh>m  foreign  ports  in  Europe 
and  Africa 

Exports  to  foreign  ports  in  Europe  and 
Africa 

Exports  to  America 

Pesetas. 

121,589 

8,128,888 
8,005,780 

£        8,    tL 

5,119    10    0 

181,530      0    0 
837,085     11     0 

AOEIUULTUHJS. 

The  state  of  agriculture  is  daily  improving.  Owing  to  the  con- 
siderable exportation  of  hogs,  an  extraordinary  plantation  of  fig  trees 
has  taken  place  in  this  island  within  a  few  years,  which  fruit  it  may  be 
said  is  the  principal  food  of  these  animala  in  this  country. 

Tbe  orange  trees  at  Seller  continne  to  be  aiFected  by  a  dtsease 
unknown,  thus  far,  having  caused  such  ravages  that  the  orchards  of 
these  trees  which  embellished  that  village  present  a  very  gloomy  and  sad 
aspect.  The  inhabitants  in  cumpenaation  for  their  attendant  losses,  as 
the  yearly  shipments  of  that  fruit  for  Marseilles  and  neighbouring 
ports  has  almost  discontinued,  make  a  considerablo  trade  of  dried  figs, 
which  are  sent  in  boxes  to  Franco,  a  traffic  in  uiiich  they  had  never 
wg^ged* 
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Qrapes, — ^The  crop  has  been  ¥017  abundant. 

Olives  promised  to  be  a  yerj  abundant  crop,  but  owing  to  great 
rains  and  atmospberioal  caives  has  been  an  ayerage  or<^. 

Cknm  and  grain,  almondb,  fruits,  and  otk^  agricuhuraL  prodaces  of 
this  island,  an  ajerage  crop. 

POPTTLATIOK  AOT)  iHDITSTBIBa. 

The  population  of  this  island  has  not  undergone  a  notable  difference 
since  the  last  year. 

Coal  (lignite)  and  mineral  mines  continue  to  be  declared  and 
claimed  at  Majorca ;  the  working  result  of  those  previously  declared  it 
seems  are  of  scanty  produce ;  although  industries  have  improved  and 
increased  within  a  few  years,  no  kind  of  industry  may  be  Drought  in 
competition  with  any  of  the  ITnited  Kingdom.  The  people  generally  are 
employed  in  husbandry  aud  other  agricultural  works,  as  well  as  in 
manufactories  of  soap,  rope,  shoes  and  boots,  foundries,  earthenware 
(coarse),  cotton  and  woollen  stufifs,  and  other  factories.  Labour  is 
plentiful,  but  the  rate  of  wages  continues  to  be  high  in  Palma,  and  even 
more  in  the  country,  compared  yrith  those  paid  some  years  ago. 

Public  Wobka. 

The  proLoneation  of  the  mtole  of  Palma  continues  regularly,  and  if 
tW  project  on  fool  to  deepen  the  port  is  carried  iuto  execution,  it  will 
afibrd  a  good  and  safe  anchorage  to  vessels  of  the  largest  burthen. 

A  second  railway  will  be  soon  in  course  of  construction,  which  is 
designed  to  be  connected  with  that  from  Palma  to  Inca ;  it  will  run  a 
difltooce  of  115  kilos.,  and  embrace  the  richest  and  most  populous 
vilkgea  of  Majorca.  For  this  purpose  a  company,  composed  of  tweotj- 
Ivt  persons,  nas  been  formed  under  the  name  01  the  Majorcan  Centve 
and  South«East  Bailways  Company;  the  capital  stock  is  8,000,000 
pesetas,  distributed  over  16,000  shares  of  500  pesetas  each^  aud  divided 
m  two  shares  of  8,000  shares  each ;  the  terms  of  the  subscription  are 
of  such  a  nature  that  having  afforded  facilities  to  persons  of  small  means 
to  become  shareholders  one  half  of  the  capital  has  been  subscribed 
in  a  few  days.  This  railway  will  be  constructed  (m  the  narrow  gauge 
system,  and  completed  within  two  years ;  as  the  nature  of  the  laud 
will  not  entail  works  of  great  magnitude,  and  the  hope  is  fostered  that 
it  will  be  open  for  traffic  before  the  expiration  of  that  period,  all  the 
necessary  material,  machinery,  implements,  and  rolling  stock,  will  be 
brought  from  the  United  Kingdom,  part  of  which  has  ahready  been 
ordered;  and  the  whole  of  the  construction  will  be  carried  out  by 
native  engineers  and  constructors. 

GxmBBAL  Behabks. 

The  population  of  the  Balearic  Islands,  the  description  and  classifi- 
cation of  their  inhabitants,  employment  and  wages,  the  condition  of 
the  industrial  classes,  crops,  quality  and  quantity  of  agricultural  and 
industrial  produces,  classification  of  lands,  number  of  workshops, 
quantity  and  quality  of  merchandize  and  articles  of  manufacture 
imported  at  and  exported  from  the  port  of  Palma,  and  other  statistical 
information,  has  so  minutely  been  detailed  in  the  former  reports  fur- 
Bished  by  Mr.  Consul  Bidwell  that  I  therefore  abstain  from  including 
it  in  this  report. 
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MiKOBCA. 

Mr.  Vice-ConBul  S^^ui  reports  for  1876  as  follows : — 
Commerce  and  Trade, — No  important  change  has  been  effected  in 
the  commerce  and  trade  in  Minorca  since  the  date  of  the  last  return. 
The  exportation  of  shoes  for  Cuba,  which  had  rather  increased  during 
the  first  part  of  the  last  year,  has  lately  lessened  by  reasons  which  wiU 
be  explamed  under  the  chapter  of  population  and  industries*  The 
importation  has  been  reducea  to  its  normal  proportions,  and  the  value 
and  quantity  the  articles  imported  and  exported  cannot  be  appre- 
ciated for  want  of  the  necessary  data,  which  have  been  requested  from 
the  public  oflEices  and  not  yet  obtained. 

birect  Trade  with  the  United  Xinadom, — The  only  direct  trade 
between  Minorca  and  the  United  Kingdom,  as  said  in  former  reports, 
is  the  importation  of  coals  for  the  supply  of  the  &ctory  of  cotton  stuffs 
and  the  steamship  company.  During  1875  only  three  British  vessels 
came  into  this  port  with  cargoes  of  coals,  and  it  may^  be  seen  by  the 
return  of  direct  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  since  1870,  below 
inserted^  that  it  has  been  of  no  importance  during  1875. 

DiBECT  Trade  in  British  Vessels  with  the  United  Kingdom  from  1870 
to  1876,  both  inclusive. 


Yean. 


Caigo. 


Nomber 
of  y  easels. 


Tonnage. 


Number 
of  Crews. 


Value  of 
Oaigoes. 


1870, 
1871. 
1872, 
1878, 
1874, 
1876, 


Coals. 


1,069 

],638 

6Be 

688 

1,492 

644 


89 
68 
29 
27 
66 
24 


£  s. 
2,218  14 
3,624  14 
1,770  11 
2,184  10 
4,378  4 
1,852  10 


Shipping  and  Kamgalion. — Since  the  last  report,  presented  the 
24th  January,  1875,  the  shipping  and  navigation  in  Minorca  has  not 
experienced  any  change  worth  mentioning. 

Agriculture. — The  cultivation  of  zulla  (Cforsarum  coronarium) 
which  we  have  mentioned  in  former  reports,  is  always  getting  more 
extent,  and  consequently  increasing  the  products  of  cattle  m  this 
island.  The  plantation  of  new  vineyards,  which  seemed  to  take  some 
importance  in  1872,  has  not  been  enlarged  since  that  time,  notwith- 
standing the  high  price  of  the  wine  and  the  considerable  product  of 
the  lands  destinated  to  this  cultivation.  The  crops  of  wheat  and 
barley  and  the  products  of  cattle  have  been  rather  scarce  in  1875,  and 
the  wanting  of  hands  for  the  agricultural  labours,  caused  by  the  con- 
siderable emigration  of  young  men  to  deliver  themselves  from  the 
frequent  conscriptions  ordered  by  the  Spanish  Government,  with  the 
exorbitant  and  extraordinay  taxes  levied  on  the  property,  makes  the 
position  of  landlords  and  labourers  rather  critical. 

Population  and  Industries. — The  population  in  Minorca  is  decreas- 
ing since  1870  in  consequence  of  the  emigration  to  Algiers  formerly 
mentioned.  The  manufacture  of  shoes  for  Cuba,  which  has  been  for 
many  years  the  principal  and  almost  the  only  important  industry  in  this 
island,  is  now  rather  abated  in  Mabon.  Several  circumstances  have  con- 
tributed to  its  decay,  and  principally  the  bad  quality  of  the  shoes  and  boots 
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made  in  Mahon  and  Alayor.  This  manu£Eu:tare,  instead  of  improving 
in  proportion  to  its  demand,  has  been  evei^  day  more  neglected  in 
workmanship,  and  the  materials  employed  m  it  of  the  most  inferior 
qoality.  On  this  account,  as  soon  as  tne  market  prices  of  shoes  in  Cuba 
abated,  owing;  to  the  abnormal  circumstances  under  which  that  island 
is  placed,  ana  the  demand  lessened,  the  shoes  made  in  this  place  became 
difficult  to  sell  on  account  of  their  inferiority.  Since  that  time  no 
improvement  has  been  introduced  in  the  manufacture  and  materiaLs, 
and  their  products  to-day  are  very  scanty,  the  manufacture  having 
fallen  into  great  discredit.  The  failure  of  a  commission  house  in  Cuba, 
and  the  loss  of  the  Spanish  steamer  "  Alexia,"  which  carried  a  con- 
siderable quanti^  of  shoes  and  boots  not  insured  from  the  principal 
manufacturers  oiT  this  place,  have  considerably  aggravated  the  critical 
circumstances  under  which  this  industry  laboured  some  time  since.  In 
Cuidadela,  a  town  in  this  island,  in  which  the  exportation  of  shoes  for 
Cuba  gets  in  proportion  to  its  population  more  importance  than  in 
Mahon,  the  trade  has  been  improving  every  day,  the  materials  employed 
being  of  the  best  quality,  and  the  manufactures  of  that  place  are 
classified  in  Cuba  as  a  superior  first  class,  and  sold  at  very  high  prices 
notwithstanding  the  circumstances  pointed  out  above;  this  proving 
that  the  decay  of  this  industry  in  Mahon  is  owing  more  to  the  in- 
feriority of  the  manufacture  and  materials  than  to  the  abnormal  state 
of  the  market  in  Cuba  and  the  circumstances  above  mentioned. 

Public  Works, — A  new  public  road  has  been  constructed  in  addition 
to  that  reported  last  year,  between  Mercadal  and  San  Christobal.  The 
new  road  leads  from  the  first-mentioned  town  of  Mercadal,  situated 
on  the  centre  of  this  island,  to  Fomells,  a  very  small  fishing  town  on 
the  north  coast.  Neither  the  town  or  the  rdkd  are  of  any  importance, 
notwithstanding  the  large,  beautiful,  and  secure  port  at  which  Fomells 
is  situated. 

Itiza. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Wallis  imports  for  1875  as  follows : — 
Ti'ode  and  Commerce. — ^The  exports  have  been — 


Quantity. 


Loctut  beans  .. 

Shelled  almonds 

Stockings  (cotion)    .  • 

Almonda 

Pine  bark 

Pine,  ground . . 

Charcc^ 

Barley 

Sheep . . 

Goats 

Mules 

Figs 

Eggs 

Lemons         . .         •  • 

Wooll 

Lead  (mineral) 

Kaw  Bkins  (not  tanned) 

Pine,  rosin     . . 

Salt 

Salt,  ground  .  • 

Rags 


Kilos. 

1,590,985 

14,689 

7,646 

216,816 

825,175 

386,292 

978,268 

209,460 

10,676 

6,898 

6,842 

10,016 

8,708 

6,182 

7,891 

297,948 

18,869 

87,103 

2,152,540 

12,000 

11,532 


Value. 


£   «. 

d. 

9,290  17 

6 

609  4 

2 

1,868  0  10 

4,510  14 

2 

507  14 

2 

748  1 

8 

2,691  18 

4 

1,618  17 

6 

45  1 

8 

88  17 

6 

75  11 

8 

110  0 

0 

846  2 

6 

15  18 

4 

141  12 

6 

2,845  5 

0 

211  15 

0 

562  10  10 

1,418  5 

0 

20  0 

0 

204  12 

6 
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The  imports  hare  been — 


Sugar 

Brandy 
Salt  fie>h 

Coffee 

Oocoa  

Coals 

Timber  . .         •  • 

Machinery 
Petroleum 
Cotton  gooda . . 
Silk  goods     •  • 
Hemp  goods  . . 
Woollen  goods 

Rice 

Olive  oil 
Legumes 
Cotton  thread. . 
Trees  for  planting    .  • 

Hemp 

Wheat  .         .... 

Barley 

Esparto 

Esparto  (manufiMjtured) 

Soap  paste 

Mules . . 

Sheep  . . 

Flour 

Iron 

Crockery  ware 
Earthenware  . . 
Tanned  skins  and  leather 

Bran 

Wine 


Quantities. 


Kilos. 

62,809 

80,621 

24,089 

6,392 

2,068 

18,530 

57,449 

18,724 

14,681 

29,208 

854 

8,828 

5,882 

298,964 

85,111 

178,909 

5,890 

5,296 

4,604 

22,407 

16,220 

100,760 

6,809 

6,118 

21,155 

4,12a 

109,186 

18,802 

28,924 

88,774 

6,742 

52,561 

124,589 


Value. 


£ 

s. 

d 

2,808 

4 

2 

964 

18 

4 

418 

5 

10 

492  15 

0 

207  18 

4 

845 

14 

2 

686 

6 

8 

851 

18 

4 

640 

4 

2 

6,188  16 

8 

1,010  16 

8 

278 

5 

0 

4,705  10  10 

6,021 

18 

4 

1,401 

16 

8 

2,609 

10  10 

541 

8 

4 

81 

5  10 

185  12 

6 

802 

16 

8 

97  18 

4 

754  16 

8 

89 

0 

a 

122 

1 

8 

1,448  11 

8 

55 

0 

0 

2,228 

0  10 

208  19 

6 

186 

7 

6 

145 

6 

8 

288 

8 

4 

515 

6 

6 

1,565 

8 

4 

The  trade  of  this  island  is  reduoed  to  the  exports  above  mentioned, 
which  are  all  produce  of  the  island,  and  the  imports  stated  above, 
which  are  brought  from  Spain,  this  port  not  being  a  port  of  entrj. 

Shipping  and  NavigoHon.—AxtiYQ^  in  transit : — 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Italian  2 

French  8 

Spanish         148 

Arrived  for  trading  purposes : — 

Knmber  of  Veasels. 

Danish          • 1 

Austrian        ••         ..         «.         ••  1 

American       ••         •  1 

French          •,         ,.         ,,         ,.  1 

Spanish         226 

Palmo,  April  20, 1876. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


903 


POETO  RICO. 

jbeport  hy  Consul  Fauli  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Forto  Bieo  Jbr 

the  Year  1875. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  table  of  exports,  that  there  is  a 
considerable  increase  on  every  class  of  produce  since  last  year's  report, 
but  the  ayerage  prices  are  on  most  items  considerably  lower,  so  that 
the  total  value  does  not  correspond  ^nth  the  increased  production. 

Trade  is  by  no  means  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  the  heavy 
taxes  and  emtom-honse  regulations  continue  to  oppress  commercial 
operations. 

The  prospects  for  the  next  crop  are  not  encouraging.  The  want  of 
rain  in  the  soutbem  part  of  the  island  will  be  severe^ly  felt  this  year, 
and  the  great  necessity  of  irrigation  to  supply  the  required  moisture  at 
the  proper  time,  will  cause  a  diminished  production  on  the  richest  soils 
of  the  island* 

During  the  last  few  months  an  evident  desire  for  progress  has  been 
shown,  and  although  no  Chamber  of  Commerce  h»»,  ns  yet,  been  estab- 
lished, a  purely  mercantile  paper  has  appeared  giving  reliable  information 
on  questions  of  that  nature,  and  quoting  prices  and  other  information 
of  foreign  markets,  and  an  account  of  arrivals,  departures,  and  prices 
realized  by  cargoes. 

The  latest  telegrams  from  Europe  and  America,  so  necessary  in  this 
age  to  promote  business,  are  still  unknown  here,  but  a  desire  to  obtain 
this  information  exists,  and  I  trust  that  a  more  enlightened  condition  of 
conducting  business  will  soon  be  inaugurated. 

The  great  want  of  a  bank  for  the  island  may  possibly  be  supplied, 
since  a  committee  to  consider  the  rules  and  requisites  of  sueh  an  under- 
taking been  sittins  for  some  months.  I  am  not  too  sanguine  of  Uie 
result,  as  the  capital  is  to  depend  on  the  payment  of  the  indemnity  by 
the  Spanish  Government  on  the  freed  slaves,  and  of  course  on  the 
acquiescence  of  the  late  proprietors  to  this  arrangement. 

A  severe  outbreak  of  smallpox  throughout  the  ialand  has  called  the 
attention  of  the  inhabitants  and  authorities  to  the  deficient  sanifeary 
arrangements  in  the  towns,  and  which  I  trust  will  lead  to  good  results. 
On  the  whole,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  decided  wish  for  improve- 
ments on  most  subjects,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  the  community  at 
large  for  the  desire  they  evince  to  advance  under  most  discouraging 
oosditioos,  and  tiieir  hearty  acceptance  of  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
which  has  without  doubt  caused  a  great,  but  I  hope  only  temporary, 
depression  of  trade,  and  decrease  in  &e  value  of  all  properties. 

The  low  prices  of  sugar  (the  main  production)  and}  the  increased 
expenses  of  labour,  and  consequent  forced  introduction  of  machinery, 
is  against  any  rapid  progress,  but  in  spite  of  all  this,  there  have  been 
no  great  failures,  but  only  an  increase  of  caution  in  undertaking  large 
operations. 

The  taxes  on  imports  and  exports  are  still  very  heavy,  and  but  little 
of  the  proceeds  are  expended  on  permanent  improvements,  the  means 
of  communication  being  still  in  a  Wkward  state. 

The  average  prices  for  sugar  nuur  be  quoted  at  8^  dol.,  or  14^.,  per 
quintal  of  100  lbs.,  with  a  downward  tendency,  against  16*.  for  the  fast 
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year ;  molasses  in  the  same  ratio  at  about  20  c.  per  gallon ;  coffee  at 
17  doL,  or  dl.  Ss.,  per  100  lbs. ;  tobacco  at  about  11  doL,  or  21.  4*.,  per 
100  lbs.,  but  depending  so  much  on  the  quantity,  as  to  be  difficult  to 
average ;  hides  16  doL,  or  3Z.  4«. ;  cotton  1 7  doL,  or  37.  8*. ;  cattle  at 
about  10/.  per  head. 

The  total  exports  about  2,66O,00OZ.,  against  2,414,000/.  for  1874,  is 
a  marked  improvement,  notwithstanding  the  lower  prices  on  most 
products. 

The  imports  are  very  difficult  to  ascertain,  as  the  Govemment 
reports  for  the  past  year  are  only  published  late  in  the  next,  but  they 
will  not  I  believe  differ  much  from  1874,  when  they  amounted  to  about 
2,650,000/.    This  would  give  a  slight  excess  to  the  exports. 

It  may  be  worthy  of  attention  to  compare  the  relative  interests  of 
Spain  ana  foreign  nations  with  the  trade  or  Porto  Eico,  for  which  pur- 
pose I  annex  the  following  table : — 


Countzies. 

Value. 

To  United  States 

Great  Britain  and  colonies 

Spain  and  Cuba 

All  other  countries         

£ 

850,969 
767,441 
680,606 
422,150 

Total         

2,661,065 

It  should  be  observed  that  about  308,000/.  out  of  the  630,000/.  to 
Spain  and  Cuba,  or  nearly  half,  goes  to  Cuba,  where  a  large  pTOportion, 
especially  of  coffee  and  tobacco,  is  probably  destined  for  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain,  and  other  countries,  so  that  Spain  itself  consumes 
but  a  small  quantity  of  the  total  production,  but  derives  benefit  on  the 
export  duties  of  the  whole. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  imports  for  1874,  which  differ  but  slightly 
from  this  year's,  show  that  about  one-third  comes  from  Spain,  and  of 
the  other  two-thirds,  half  arrives  under  the  Spanish  flag,  preferential 
duties  of  6  per  cent,  being  in  their  favour. 

The  totiU  amount  of  duties  realized  in  1874  amounted  to  425,352J.| 
or  about  10  per  cent,  on  imports  and  exports,  and  this  year  will  be 
more,  which  does  not  include  local  taxes  or  Government  taxes  on 
property. 

SnipprNG  AND  Navigation. 

The  total  number  of  British  ships  entering  the  ports  of  Porto  Eico 
in  1875,  was  368,  of  77,636  tons,  and  3,402  men,  exclusive  of  the 
steamers  of  the  Boyal  Mail  Company,  which  entered  the  different  ports 
of  the  island  360  times  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  above  shows  a 
reduction  in  number  of  ships,  but  an  increase  in  tonnage  compared 
with  1874.  Spanish,  French,  and  German  steamers  likewise  touch  at 
the  island,  but  the  mails  to  Eui*ope  are  carried  chiefly  by  the  steamers 
of  the  Royal  Mail  Company.  The  value  of  exports  in  British  ships  is 
about  769,035/.,  and  of  imports  337,3*2/.  The  largest  proportion  of 
the  imports  are  brought  in  Spanish  vessels  to  benefit  by  the  preferential 
duty  in  favour  of  that  flag. 

Aqeicultuee. 
The  crops  have  been  on  the  whole  very  fair,  but  it  is  feared  that 
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there  will  be  a  great  deficiency  this  year.  The  drought  was  very  pro- 
longed even  on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  but  south  of  the  range  the 
■want  of  rain  has  been  felt  severely,  and  in  one  district  there  will  be 
hardly  any  crop  at  all.  • 

The  exceptionally  dry  seasons  for  the  last  few  years  have  drawn 
much  attention,  and  are  here  accounted  for  by  the  reckless  manner  of 
cutting  timber ;  but  although  that  is  commonly  acknowledged  as  a  cause 
of  drought,  I  cannot  think  that  it  applies  to  this  island  to  any  extent. 
Even  the  range  of  hills,  nowhere  exceeding  3,000  feet,  would  hardly  ex- 
plain why  whole  districts  should  have  become  almost  deserts  on  the  south 
side  of  the  island,  while  the  north  should,  as  a  rule,  be  almost  too  wet 
on  the  low  lands,  and  this  for  the  last  few  years  only,  and  the  decrease 
of  timber  on  the  hills,  although  perceptible  as  regards  the  larger  trees, 
is  only  partial,  and  not  in  proportion  to  the  change  in  quantity  of 
rainfall.  I  am  more  inclmed  to  believe  that  the  alteration  is  due  to 
atmospheric  currents  varying  in  altitude  in  cycles  of  years,  and  carrying 
with  them  the  rain  clouds  at  a  greater  or  less  elevation.  It  is  difficult 
to  obtain  information  as  to  the  past,  as  no  records  are  kept,  but  I  have 
heard  that  droughts  were  experienced  many  years  ago,  and  before  the 
loss  of  timber  to  which  they  are  now  attributed,  which  tends  to  prove 
my  theory. 

Although  sugar  is,  and  has  been,  the  chief  production,  the  cultiva- 
tion of  coffee  has  increased  of  late  years,  and  might  be  mucli  extended 
on  land  now  almost  unproductive  on  the  hills  and  valleys  of  the 
table  lands.  The  coffee  of  Porto  Eico  is  of  excellent  quality,  though 
not  so  well  known  in  the  English  markets;  it  is  much  appreciated  in 
Spain  and  Italy,  and  even  now  is  exported  to  the  value  of  dOOfiOQl.  from 
this  island. 

The  low  price  of  sugar  at  present  barely  pays  expenses,  but  those 
who  own  the  lands  adapted  for  its  growth,  and  the  expensive  machinery 
invested  on  its  production,  cannot  dispose  of  them  at  present,  so  as  to 
turn  their  attention  and  capital  to  coffee  plantations,  and  naturally 
hope  for  a  rise  in  sugar,  and  the  return  of  the  good  prices  of  former 
years. 

The  rich  low  lands  now  in  cultivation  would  grow  grass  for  fattening 
cattle  enough  to  supply  the  whole  of  the  West  Indies,  and  a  small  but 
very  hardy  and  active  breed  of  horses,  which  for  endurance  and  absence 
of  vice  are  well  known  in  this  part  of  America,  could  also  be  exported. 
The  nature  of  the  soil  and  climate  varies  so  much  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  that  it  might  be  useful  to  give  a  short  report  on  the 
different  districts,  so  as  to  describe  more  clearly  this  small  but  fertile 
island,  which,  although  only  about  100  miles  long  by  40  broad,  produces 
more  than  2,600,000/.  yearly,  and  has  a  population  of  over  700,000. 

Even  under  so  many  disadvantages  of  government  and  manage- 
ment, Porto  Eico,  with  an  area  of  less  than  one- sixth  of  Ceylon, 
produces  2,600,000/.,  against  about  4,000,000/.  in  that  island/ and 
although  considerably  smaller  than  Jamaica,  more  than  double  the 
value  of  the  latter's  production  are  exported  from  Porto  Eico. 

The  Pbovikob  of  Batamok,  of  which  the  Capital  is  Sak  Juan. 

This  district  is  situated  on  the  north-east  end  of  the  island,  and  the 
capital,  San  Juan,  is  the  seat  of  the  Government  for  the  colony.  The 
ci^  is  fortified,  and  the  harbour  very  safe  and  tolerably  commodious, 
altnough  the  entrance  is  narrow  and  the  depth  of  water  does  not 
permit,  with  safety,  of  vessels  drawing  more  than  24  feet  of  water 
to  enter. 
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The  population  of  the  town  is  about  27^000.  The  fortifications 
prevent  &xq  extension  of  the  buildings,  and  consequently  obstruct  all 
unprovements.  The  ci^  is  next  to  Havana  the  most  substantially 
built  town  in  the  West  Indies,  the  houses  being  all  brick  and  stone, 
with  flat  roofs.    Fires  are  almost  unknown,  and  never  destructive. 

The  distiict  exports  are  sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  tobacco,  hides,  rum, 
and  cattle ;  sugar  being  the  largest  production. 

Tliere  is  a  ^ood  metalled  road  to  Gaguas,  an  inland  town  about 
twenty-three  miles  distant,  and  once  of  much  greater  importance  than 
at  present. 

Bayamon  is  well  watered  with  rivers  and  streams,  and  being  to 
windward  of  the  Sierra  or  range  of  hills,  is  seldom  subject  to  long 
droughts,  and  the  climate  is  generally  cool  and  exposed  to  the  north- 
east trade  winds. 

Except  the  one  good  road  to  Caguas,  the  means  of  communication 
are  very  bad,  and  in  rainy  weather  the  bje-roads  are  nearly  impassable 
for  carts  or  carriai?es.  The  soils  in  some  places  are  very  rich,  and  the 
crops  produce  weU,  suffering  often  from  too  much  moisture.  In  other 
places  the  low  hills  are  of  little  value  for  cultivation  as  at  present 
understood  here. 

Province  of  Abecibo. 

The  capital  of  the  same  name.  This  district  is  the  largest  in  area^ 
and  is  situated  on  the  north  and  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  isknd. 
The  town  of  Arecibo  has  perhaps  10,000  inhabitants,  and  is  the  only 
port  in  that  province,  if  it  can  be  called  a  port  at  all.  It  is  exposed  to 
the  north  winds,  and  is  little  better  than  an  open  roadstead ;  vessels 
having  to  slip  and  put  to  sea  if  the  wind  veers  to  the  north  or  north- 
east. Only  small  vessels  put  in  for  cargoes,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
produce  has  to  be  brought  to  San  Juan  for  shipment.  The  land  is  well 
watered,  and  the  climate  is  cool  and  rain  plentiful.  Sugar  is  the  chief 
product,  with  a  quantity  of  coffee  and  tobacco. 

The  want  of  a  safe  port  and  good  roads  tend  to  keep  the  district 
from  advancing,  althougn  some  of  the  sugar  estates  near  Manate  are 
equal  to  any  in  the  island. 

The  Pbotincb  of  Aguadilla. 

The  capital  of  the  same  name  and  port  of  district  is  situated  on  the 
north-west  of  the  island.  The  port  of  Aguadilla  is  tolerably  good  when 
once  in,  but  has  some  outlying  dangers.  The  town  is  small  but  neat, 
with  a  population  of  perhaps  8,000.  It  faces  the  west  or  Mona  passa^, 
dividing  rorto  Rico  from  San  Domingo.  The  land  is  good,  the  chief 
production  being  first  coffee,  then  su^ar;  a  considerable  amount  of 
tobacco  is  also  grown  here.  Both  in  size  and  population  it  is  inferior 
to  other  districts,  and  its  distance  from  the  capital  and  difficulty  of 
access,  except  by  sea,  is  an  obstacle  to  progress.  The  town  of  Aguada 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country,  dating  from  1511. 

The  cultivation  of  sugar  is  decreasing  and  coffee  is  taking  its  place, 
showing  a  marked  improvement  in  quantity  for  1875.  Tobacco  is  ex- 
ported to  Spain,  Germany,  and  Cuba, 

The  Pbovtr-ce  op  Mataguez, 

This  district  is  on  the  west  and  south-west  of  the  island.  The 
capital  of  Mavaguez  is  situated  about  a  mile  inland,  being  connected 
by  a  good  road  and  latterly  by  a  tramway  (the  only  one  in  the  island) 
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with  the  plajra  or  port.  The  anchorage  is  good  and  safe  in  most  winder. 
The  town  is  pretty  and  well  laid  out,  and  has  a  population  of  about 
20,000.  It  is  lit  with  gas  and  supplied  with  water,  and  is,  on  the  whole, 
more  advaneed  than  any  other  place  in  the  island.  The  productions  are, 
fint  coffee,  to  the  amount  of  860,000Z.,  next  sugar,  and  the  total  of 
exports  are  higher  than  in  any  other  district.  The  roads  in  the  interior 
flore  deplorable,  which  remark  applies  to  the  whole  island,  a  few  miles 
outside  the  towns. 

Commercial  operations  have  been  conducted  with  prudence,  and  no 
fiiilures  are  reported  this  year ;  but  both  sugar  and  coiBFee  are  lower  in 
price,  and  the  imports  show  a  decline  of  about  20  per  cent.,  attributable 
to  the  curtailment  of  business  by  some  importers  of  merchandize  and 
hardware.     Labour  is  plentiful  at  about  2«.  per  day 

The  steamers  of  the  Boyal  Mail  Company  touch  here,  as  at  most  of 
the  ports  of  the  island,  and  the  French  line  mis  lately  made  Mayaguez 
its  place  of  caU  instead  of  San  Juan. 

Mayaguez  producing  more  coffee  than  other  districts,  has  a  more 
fflicouragmg  future  than  places  depending  on  sugar  only,  at  present 
prices. 

The  Pkovinoe  op  Ponoi. 

Situate  in  the  south  centre  of  the  island,  with  Ponce  the  chief 
town,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  inland,  with  a  good  road  to  the  playa 
or  port,  where  the  custom-houses  and  stores  are  situated. 

The  town  of  Ponce  is  neat  and  clean,  but  the  roads  are  very  dusty, 
and  often  of  late  years  part  of  the  district  suffers  from  drought.  The 
port  is  tolerably  good,  out  vessels  lie  far  off.  The  population  of  the 
town  is  about  18,000,  and  the  houses  are  couvenient,  but  many  being 
built  of  wood,  fires  have  proved  very  destructive.  There  are  some  good 
public  buildings,  and  on  the  whole,  in  spite  of  many  difficulties.  Ponce 
IS  a  thriving  place,  and  the  district  ranks  next  to  Mayaguez  in  total 
value  of  exports.  Much  of  the  imports  come  from  Great  Britain  in 
Spanish  vessels,  and  show  an  increase  over  last  year. 

The  district  has  suffered  from  drought  during  1875,  and  the 
prospects  for  the  coming  sugar  crops  are  very  unfavourable,  and  with 
the  low  price  realized  now,  may  even  oblige  many  of  the  planters  to 
stop  eultivation. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  coffee  is  grown,  but  sugar  is  the  chief 
crop.  Tobacco  and  cotton  are  also  produced.  The  districts  of  Guyanilla 
and  Guanica  belong  to  this  province,  and  have  suffered  less  from 
drought,  which  seems  to  increase  to  the  eastward. 

The  Peovikce  of  Ouatama.. 

South  of  the  island.  The  chief  town  is  Guayama,  but  the  port  of 
shipment  is  Arroyo,  where  there  is  an  anchorage  free  from  prevailing 
winds.  The  town  of  Guayama  is  four  miles  inland.  This  district 
suffers  from  drought,  and  although  the  land  is  very  rich,  it  requires 
irri^tion. 

Proposals  for  obtaining  water  have  been  entertained,  but  have  all 
failed  hitherto  from  want  of  support  from  the  owners  of  the  estates, 
who  are  in  consequence  working  their  land  at  a  loss.  The  crop  will  be 
very  small  next  year. 

Sugar  is  the  chief  product,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  molasses 
and  rum  is  sent  to  the  United  States.  Business  is  very  dull  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  continued  droughts. 
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The  Pbovikcb  op  Hfmacoa. 

Ib  in  the  east  end  of  the  island,  from  north  to  soath.  The  chief 
town  Humacao,  Naguabo,  and  Fajardo  are  also  ports  of  entrj.  Sugar 
is  the  largest  product,  of  which  a  large  proportion  is  sent  to  Great 
Britain. 

A  considerable  trade  in  cattle  to  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies  is 
done  from  here.  The  land  is  good,  and  has  a  sufficiency  of  rain, 
although  suffering  at  times  from  partial  want  of  rain. 

The  north  part  of  the  district  near  Fajardo  is,  like  the  rest  of  the 
northern  parts  of  the  island,  open  to  trade  winds  and  rain-clouds.  The 
trade  is  not  great,  and  the  chief  imports  consist  of  goods  for  the  supply 
of  the  estates.  There  are  a  considerable  number  of  British  coloured 
labourers  from  our  islands  employed  in  the  district. 

The  IsLAio)  op  Vieqites. 

On  the  east  of  Porto  Rico,  is  not  subject  to  the  same  laws  as  Porto 
£ico.  This  island  was  for  a  long  time  supposed  to  be  English,  and  only 
formally  given  uj)  to  Spain  a  few  years  ago.  Many  of  the  small  owners 
of  land  are  British  subjects,  but  the  island  is  considered  a  political 
place  of  exile,  and  is  under  a  military  governor,  without  whose  sanction 
no  one  can  leave  or  enter. 

The  trade  is  carried  on  in  small  boats  to  the  adjacent  islands.  Cattle 
and  rum,  with  a  little  sugar,  are  the  principal  productions. 

Gekebal  Eemabks. 

The  above  short  description  of  the  different  districts  may  be  of  use 
to  commercial  men  in  distinguishing  between  the  various  ports,  and  to 
give  a  general  idea  of  their  relative  productions  and  importance.  Some 
good  houses  of  business  exist  in  every  town,  but  no  large  amount  of 
trade  is  done  anywhere  at  present. 

Too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  by  shippers  to  Porto  Bico  in  com- 
plying with  the  regulations,  so  as  to  avoid  fines,  which  are  very  strictly 
enforced.  All  vessels  coming  from  foreign  ports  are  required  to  bring  a 
manifest,  expressing  ia  figures  and  writing  their  class,  flag,  name,  captain, 
Spanish  tons,  where  from,  shippers,  consignees  (consignments  to  order 
prohibited),  marks,  numbers,  kind,  and  weight  of  packages  in  metric 
decimals  (if  in  baUast  to  be  stated),  also  a  list  of  ship's  stores.  Dupli- 
cate manifests  are  to  be  certified  oy  the  Spanish  consul  at  the  port  of 
departure  or  within  30  kilos,  thereof.  Captains  are  also  obliged  to 
present  an  uncertified  triplicate.  Any  goods  not  manifested  will  sub- 
ject the  vessel  to  a  fine  equal  to  their  value.  The  exact  contents  of 
each  box  or  package  must  be  mentioned ;  general  descriptions,  such  as 
merchandize,  provisions,  &c.,  &c.,  are  not  allowed.  A  fine  of  about  51. 
is  levied  on  every  package  if  its  contents  or  weight  be  wrongly  de- 
scribed. A  bill  of  health  is  required.  If  no  Spanish  consul  resides 
at  or  within  30  kilos,  of  the  port  of  loading,  the  manifests  must  be 
signed  by  three  merchants  stating  the  reasons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cost  of  sugar  delivered  on  board  here, 
including  5  per  cent,  commission,  and  the  exchange  at  4  dol.  80  c. 
per  £ : — 
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Per  112  Lbs.  English. 

Price  on 

Per  100  Lbs. 
Spanish. 

EsUte. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dol.  c. 

Do\  c. 

Dol.  c 

£    s,    d. 

«    00 

3    41) 

8    851 

0     16     I 

3    25 

3    701 

4    15^ 

0     17    Z\ 

8    50 

3    97 

4    Uk 

0    18    6t 

8    75 

4     23^ 

4    74 

0     19     9^ 

4    00 

4  m 

5    08^ 

1      0     0 

4    25 

4    751 

5    82| 

5    62] 

12     2^ 

4    50 

5    02 

1      3    54 

4    75 

5    281 

6    9U 

1       4    8 

$    00 

5    54^ 

6    21 

1       5  104 

Population  ash  Iitdustuies. 

By  the  last  census  issued  the  population  is  estiiiiated  at  035,677,  of 
"which  331,175  are  whites  and  30i,502  coloured  people.  Large  as  this 
is  for  an  island  of  the  si?e,  it  i^  quite  equal  to  support  double  the 
number.  Industries  besides  agricultural  pursuits  do  not  exist.  Cigars 
aud  cigarettes  are  made  on  a  small  scale,  and  chocolate  is  also  prepared, 
but  more  for  home  consumption  than  export. 

Public  Wobks. 

There  no  public  works  of  any  consequence  going  on.  Most  roads 
are  in  a  deplorable  condition,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  drive  across  the 
island  in  any  direction  from  north  to  south.  The  ranges  of  hills, 
although  not  high,  present  more  difficulties  than  are  likely  to  be  over- 
come at  present. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  foreign  capital  might  be  profitably 
invested  in  tramways  and  other  works  it  Spaniards  could  be  persuaded 
to  concede  any  sort  of  advantage  to  those  investing  their  money ;  but 
unfortunately  the  laws  require  so  many  formalities  and  occasion  so 
many  delays  that  it  would  not  be  a  hopeful  prospect  at  present.  I 
trust  the  time  may  come  when  a  more  liberal  policy  may  prevail. 

A  company  for  marine  insurance,  called  "  L'oyd  de  Puerto  Kico," 
has  been  established  here  during  the  year.  Bisks  have  baen  taken  at 
Great  Britain,  If  per  cent.;  Spain,  li  per  cent.;  and  the  Unit*:<* 
States  at  1\  per  cent. ;  north  of  C:ipe  Coa,  1 J  per  cent. 
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SWEDEN    AND    NORWAY. 

CHEISTIANIA. 

Beport  hy  Consul- General  Jones  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Norwai/ 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

TiHBiB  Tbase  nr  Nobwat. 

At  the  comroencement  of  the  past  year  the  prospects  of  the 
Norwegian  timber  trade  were  most  ud satisfactory,  the  foreign  demand 
had  sensibly  declined  in  consequence  of  the  market  being  overstocked, 
and  consumers  in  general  awaited  the  fall  in  prices  which  they  felt 
■  assured  must  happen.  With  this  expectation  the  French  and  German 
importers  preferred  using  the  inferior  produce  of  their  own  countries 
to  supplying  themselves  from  the  Norwegian  markets.  As,  however, 
the  Norwegian  dealers  stood  firm,  and  showed  na  signs  of  abating 
their  demands,  many  foreign  houses  found  themselves  unable  to  support 
the  pressure  thus  put  on  them,  and  in  consequence  of  their  failure, 
prices  abroad  continued  to  fall  rapidly  until  the  middle  of  summer,  and 
m  this  manner  the  stock  held  by  foreigners  was  considerably  reduced 
although  with  serious  loss  to  themselves. 

That  the  crisis  was  not  more  universally  disastrous  is  due  chiefly  to 
the  persistence  with  which  the  Norwegian  and  Swedish  exporters 
retained  their  stock,  refusing  to  abate  their  original  charges.  By 
endeavouring  to  force  sales,  they  would  have  exercised  an  injurious 
influence  on  the  foreign  markets,  already  too  unsteady.  They  preferred 
to  limit  their  foreign  transactions  and  allo^  their  home  stocks  to 
•accumulate. 

The  low  state  of  the  foreign  market  influenced  the  home  trade,  as 
the  usual  large  orders  for  spring  shipment  were  but  few,  nor  did  the 
demand  increase  until  the  autumn,  pnces  still  continuing  comparatively 
unremunerative. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  quantity  and  value  of 
timber  exported  from  Norway  during  the  years — 


^Qoantities. 

Value. 

1878 

1874 

1876 

Tons. 
1,152,000 
1,012,000 

722,250 

3,148,500 
8,009,066 
2,445,000  (?) 

The  larger  shipments  have  been  of,  planed  goods,  Norwegian 
exporters  finding  that,  notwithstanding  the  advantage  they  derive  from 
lower  freights,  they  are  unable  to  compete  with  the  Baltic  houses  in 
three-inch  deals  and  (so  called)  Dutch  balks,  have  for  some  time  past 
converted  their  boards  and  battens  into  the  shapes  and  sizes  best  suited 
to  the  several  foreign  markets,  and  likewise  increased  theTalue  of  their 
raw  materials  by  working  them  into  half  manufactured  goods,  such  as 
doors,  window  frames,  and  similar  building  requisites. 
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For  these  articles  a  few  orders  were  received  in  tlie  spring  at  the 
usual  former  prices,  but  as  there  was  no  steady  demand  these  declined 
gradually  until  the  middle  of  summer,  and  then  fell  suddenly  25  per 
cent. 

Planks  were  in  little  request  except  the  best  quality  of  fir,  few  pine 
planks  were  shipped. 

The  better  qualities  of  battens  are  supplied  to  the  saw-mills  in  this 
country,  and  the  price  paid  is  in  proportion  to  that  obtained  for  sawn 
goods.  Battens  of  inferior  quality  are  for  the  present  almost 
unsaleable,  of  boards  fir  only,  and  that  of  the  best  quality,  find  any 
buyers.  Bispwood  has  fallen  33  per  cent.,  splitwood  commenced  low, 
but  prices  rose  somewhat  during  the  autumn. 

The  export  of  round  timber  has  ceased  to  be  of  any  importance,  as 
the  Norwegian  forests  can  no  longer  supply  it ;  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  the  prices  of  spars  and  pitprops  were  so  low  as  barely  to  cover  the 
cost  of  transport.  During  the  autumn,  however,  these  rpse  con- 
siderably. 

The  prices  of  timber  of  all  descriptions  reach.ed  the  lowest  point 
about  midsummer,  when  there  was  an  increased  demand  chiefly  on  the 
part  of  the  proprietors  of  saw-mills,  who  required  a  certain  quantity  to 
keep  these  in  employment. 

!rhe  forest  owners  in  Norway,  having  profited  from  the  previous 
favourable  seasons,  find  themselves  dependent  no  longer  on  the  money 
advances  of  the  wholesale  dealers,  nor  are  they  forced  as  heretofore  to 
fell  and  dispose  of  their  timber  at  whatever  price  these  may  offer,  and 
A3  this  description  of  property  has  not  declined  in  value,  we  may  infer 
that  the  present  proprietors  are  solid  enough  to  resist  the  present 
pressure. 

Trade  prdspecls  are  at  present  brighter,  but  caution  is  still  to  be 
recommended.  The  stocks  in  this  country  are  larger  than  they  have 
been  for  some  time  past,  whereas  in  the  Baltic  they  are  supposed  to  be 
10  per  cent,  below  the  avernge. 

The  produce  of  the  Norway  forests  will  be  this  year  limited,  as  many 
of  the  proprietors  intend  to  cut  no  timber  until  they  can  obtain  the 
high  prices  of  previous  years. 

The  following  figures  show  the  exports  cf  timber  from  N'orway  to 
the  port  of  London  during  the  last  five  years :  — 


1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 


Number  of  Ships. 

Tons. 

266 

107,588 

804 

114,467 

291 

104,145 

888 

115,828 

202 

77,569 

Cabetino  Teadr 

The  carrying  trade  of  1875  has  been  far  from  prosperous  on  the 
whole.  During  the  spring  months  especially  the  demand  for  ships  was 
extremely  low,  which  may  have  been  consequent  on  the  large  quantity 
of  timber  exported  to  France  and  England  during  the  two  years 
previous.  No  improvement  was  found  during  the  summer  nor  even  the 
autumn  months,  although  freights  were  then  higher,  but  hardly 
sufficient  to  do  more  than  cover  the  increased  insurance  and  other 
expenses  required  by  the  lateness  of  the  season.  Home  freights  were 
no  better,  and  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  there  were  scarcely  any 
offering,  most  of  the  larger  vessels  were  forced  to  start  in  ballast. 
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Ice  formed  the  chief  outward  freight  and  the  most  profitable.  Timber 
was  80  low  as  hardly  to  cover  the  working  expenses  of  the  ship,  and  as 
English  and  French  importers  are  apparently  awaiting  a  further  decline 
in  the  prices  of  Swedish  and  Norwegian  timber,  no  improvement  in 
this  res]>ect  can  for  the  present  be  hoped  for.  During  the  past  year 
many  of  the  French  ana  English  dealers  supplied  themselves  from 
Canada,  where  prices  had  fallen  considerably  ;  and  several  Norwegian 
vessels  found  profitable  freights  in  this  trade. 

The  freights  on  corn  and  petroleum  from  the  United  States  were 
dull  during  the  early  part  of  the  year;  these  increased  during  the  months 
of  June  and  July  2s.  per  quarter  and  barrel  respectively.  Those  vessels 
which  were  at  the  time  lying  idle  iu  American  ports  made  the  most  of 
the  opportunity,  but  too  brisk  competition  soon  brought  freights  to 
their  former  level. 

Altogether,  the  profits  of  the  carrying  trade  during  the  past  year 
have  been  much  less  than  usual,  and  the  numerous  wrecks  and  casualties 
which  have  occurred  have  materially  lessened  them.  According  to  the 
returns  published  by  the  "  Veritas  "  (Norwegian  Lloyds),  the  number  of 
vessels  lost  amount  to  140,  representing  a  tonnage  of  103,789. 

Shipbuilding  has  not  suffered  ns  the  other  branches  of  industry  in 
Norway  during  the  year  1875.  Vessels  to  the  amount  of  73,006 
tonnage  have  oeen  built,  launched,  and  equipped,  and  tonnage  to  the 
amount  of  62,60i,  has  been  laid  down  during  the  past  year.  . 

CoMPABATiVE  Vicw  of  the  Shipbuilding  Trade  in  Norway,  during  the 

last  Five  Years. 


Standing  on  the 
Y                   Stocks  at  the 
*             comnjencement 
1    of  the  Year. 

Jjaunched, 
Equipped, 
and  Sailed. 

Laid  down 

daring  the 

Year. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

1871.. 
1872.. 
1873.. 
1874.. 
1875.. 

Tong. 

87,800 

42,000 

49,484 

76,726 

92,820 

Tong. 
85,951 
82,991 
48,741 
68,151 
73,606 

Tons. 
40,181 
40,426 
75,088 
70,246 
62,601 

Tona. 

76,062 

78,416 

123,774 

128,896 

186,206 

Additional  to  the  above,  ninety-nine  vessels  representing  44,237  tons 
have  been  purchased  abroad  for  the  Norwegian  mercantile  navy,  while 
four  vessels  of  a  total  of  1,089  tons  have  been  sold  to  foreigners. 

The  law  of  1873,  introducing  the  Enghsh  system  of  ship's  measure- 
ment into  Norway,  will  come  into  force  on  the  1st  of  April  next.  It 
has  been  decided  to  adopt  the  German  and  Italian  system  for  the 
estimate  of  space  required  for  engine  rooms  and  coal  bunkers  in  steamers, 
as  it  is  found  more  exact  in  these  details  than  our  own. 

The  adoption  of  this  system  of  measurement  is  regarded  with  much 
satisfaction  by  Norwegian  shipowners,  as  it  will  save  them  the  time  and 
money  formerly  spent  in  re-measurement  at  foreign  ports. 

Mtsisq  Opebatioks. 

The  proceeds  of  the  mining  operations  during  the  year  have  been 
less  than  usual.  The  State  silver  mines  at  Kongsberg  have  yielded 
annually,  during  the  last  four  years,  an  average  of  15,6(X)  marks  of  fine 
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silver,  valued  at  10,385Z.    A  lode  has  lately  been  discovered  at  the 
silver  mines  of  Vinorem  which  promises  to  be  profitable. 

Iron. — Of  the  Norwegian  iron  mines,  two  only  were  able  to  keep 
their  furnaces  at  work  during  the  past  year ;  some  inconsiderable  ship- 
ments of  ore  have  been  made ;  the  lodes  discovered  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bodo  haye  disappointed  the  expectations  which  were  formed  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  ore,  which  turns  out  to  be  very  inferior. 

Copper, — ^The  yield  of  copper  has  been  under  the  average ;  operations 
have  been  recommenced  at  the  old  works  of  Hougesund,  with,  for  the 
present,  a  prospect  of  success.  Copper  ore  was  exported  from  Norway 
in  1875  to  the  amount  of  13,960  tons. 

Nickel. — ^Nickel  mines  have  yielded  good  and  profitable  returns, 
although  the  prices  of  this  metal  have  declined.  Most  of  the  works  now 
smelt  their  own  ores  ;  the  Espedaten  mines,  wliose  furnaces  are  not  yet 
erected,  send  their  ores  abroad  for  this  purpose. 

The  mines  of  Senjen— »owned  by  Englishmen — ^prove  a  considerable 
source  of  gain  to  the  proprietors.  The  official  statement  shews  that 
during  the  past  year  they  have  yielded  120  tons  of  metal,  which  at  the 
rate  of  1,000Z.  per  ton,  represents  a  total  of  120,000/. 

Of  fresh  mmes,  those  in  the  Sigval  are  the  most  promising,  and  the 
works  there  will  be  shortly  in  a  position  to  smelt  their  own  ores  ;  many 
new  mines  of  nickel  have  been  opened,  some  of  which  will  doubtless 
prove  remunerative. 

Fyrites  and  Apatites. — The  amount  of  pyrites  and  apatites  exported 
is  nearly  the  same  as  in  1874,  about  a  total  of  40,000  tons.  No  new 
mines  of  the  latter  have  been  discovered. 

Coal. — The. coal  mines  opened  in  the  island  of  Joederen  have  proved 
of  no  value  up  to  the  present  time. 

Gold. — Gold  washing  is  still  carried  on  in  the  JanaEiver  (Finmark), 
but  since  the  commencement  in  1869,  has  only  yielded  16,858  grains, 
nor  is  there  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  ever  be  a  more  important  source 
of  wealth  to  the  country. 

AOBICULTrBAL  PbODUCE. 

The  summer  of  1875  was  on  the  whole  very  favourable  for  agricul- 
ture. In  the  early  part  of  the  season  it  promised  to  be  more  than 
usually  beneficial  for  most  kinds  of  cereals,  but  owing  to  the  extreme 
drvness  of  the  season  in  the  south  of  Norway,  these  hopes  were  not 
iully  realized ;  the  results  on  the  whole  were  very  satisfactory,  as, 
vlthough  the  com  was  but  of  average  yield,  the  potato  crop  was  very 
prolific,  and  the  quality,  owing  to  the  dr}'ness  of  the  season,  unusxially 
t;ood.  The  potato  disease  showed  itself  in  a  few  districts,  and  there 
but  slightly. 

Oats  is  the  sole  agricultural  produce  which  Norway  can  spare  for 
foreign  consumption  and  thus  appears  in  the  return  of  exports  for  the 
years — 

Bushels. 
1878        ..  37,360 

1874  ' 303,240 

1875        227,620 

Money  Market. 

The  effects  of  the  rapid  decrease  in  exports  and  continued  increase 
of  imports  was  soon  felt  in  the  money  markets.  During  the  ten  years 
lullowing  1863,  the  amount  of  bullion  in  the  Bank  of  Norway  had  more 
limn    doubled    itself,  having    increased    from  3,614,407  sp.  dol.  to 
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7y575,877  sp.  dol.  in  the  same  period  of  1878,  and  continuing  to  increase 
until  it  reached  the  highest  amount  in  Noyember  of  the  latter  year, 
9,194,220  sp.  dol. 

In  the  begining  of  1874  this  stock  decreased  rapidly,  by  1,000,000 
before  the  end  of  January,  and  3,000,000  by  the  end  of  March,  the 
fluctuations  during  the  following  eight  months  were  less  violent,  the 
maximum  stock  being  6,818,000,  and  the  minimum  6,403,000  sp.  dol. 

The  following  table  shows  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  Norway 
during  the  several  months  of  the  year  1875  : — 


Months. 

Amount  of  Notes 
in  Circulation. 

On  Loan. 

Sp.  dol. 

Sp.  dol. 

Janaary 

11,467,000 

8,779,000 

February 

10,670,000 

8,850,00«» 

March.. 

10,656,000 

9,401,000 

April  .. 

10,949,000 

9,990,000 

May    .. 

11,121,000 

10,202,000 

June    . . 

10,621,000 

10,099,000 

July    .. 

10,992,000 
10,317.000 

10,232,000 

August 

9,807,000 

September     . 

10,228,000 

9,638,000 

October 

10,526,000 

9,695,000 

November 

10,391,000 

9,530,000 

December 

9,778,000 

9,604,000 

In  1873  discount  in  the  banks  went  down  to  3^  per  cent.,  in  1874  it 
varied  from  4^  to  5  per  cent.,  and  in  1875  from  5 J  to  7  per  cent.,  the 
latter  prevailing. 

The  value  of  the  £  sterling  daring  the  past  year  was  quoted  ns 
follows : — 

At  abort  Bigbt. 
Sp.  dol.  ek. 

January  ..         ..         ..       4      67 

July        4       69 

October 4       62 

December  ..         ..         ..         ..  *      ..       4      G'6 

The  new  gold  coinnge  in  circulation  13  composed  of  20  and  10  kroner 
pieces,  the  former  contains  8-0645  grains  fine  gold,  and  at  par  of  ex- 
change the  English  sovereign  (7*322  grains)  will  bo  worth  1815S()  kronor. 

The  state  of  the  exchequer  at  the  end  of  1875  compared  with  1871 
is  as  follows : 


31st  Dec, 

81st  Dec, 

1874. 

1875. 

Sp.  dol. 

Sp.  dol. 

1.  Cash  in  the  treasury  or  deposited  with  the 

agents  of  the  Government  abroad 

1,018,000 

l,3d4,C00 

2.  Cttsh  in  bands  of  loan  and  discount  com- 

missioners             

22,000 

22,000 

3.  At  three  months'  notice  in  the  private 

banks  in  the  country 

1,478,000 

991,000 

Total 

2,618,000 

2,407,000 

The  outstanding  claims  of  the  State,  which  nt  the  end  of  1871 
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amounted  to  7,737,210  sp.  del.,  reached  the  sum  of  8,326,3^  at  the  end 
of  1875. 

The  state  sinking  fund  represents  a  capital  of  502,870  sp.  dol. 
The  national  debt  at  the  end  of  1874  amounted  to  13,357,400  sp.  dol., 
which  has  been  reduced  to  13,064,000  sp.  dol.  in  1875. 

The  education  fund  at  the  end  of  1871  amounted  to  3,890,000  sp. 
dol.,  including  the  sum  of  305,400  sp.  dol.  belonging  to  the  several 
ecclesiastical  livings. 

Customs  and  Excise. 

The  revenue  from  the  customs  has  considerably  augmented  during 
the  past  five  years  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  : — 


Year. 

Of  the  entire 

Of 

Increase 

Country. 

Christiania. 

Bince  1850. 

£ 

£ 

Per  cent. 

1871   .. 

677,111 

246,222 

86 

1872  .. 

784,889 

274,667 

37 

1873  .. 

808,889 

825,111 

40 

1874  .. 

928,667 

408,667 

44 

1875  .. 

970,667 

442,667 

46 

The  malt  and  spirit  dues  amounted  for  the  past  year,  the  latter  to 
about  550,000,  sp.  dol.,  and  the  former  to  469,800  sp.  dol.  from  which 
must  be  deducted  17,300  sp.  dol.,  the  drawback  on  beer  shipped  for 
exportation. 

Railways. 

The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  of  the  vaiious  Hues  of  railway 
during  the  year  1875,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year : — 


Railways. 

1874. 

1875. 

Increase  or 
Decrease. 

Trunk  Bailway     . . 
Kongsvinger  Railway      . . 
Hamar  Railway    . . 
SttJren  Railway    .. 
Drammens  Railway 
Randsfiord  Railway 

Sp.  doL 
316,442 
172,249 
50,177 
42,925 
149,786 
152,769 

Sp.  dol. 
315,261 
189,643 
48,162 
46,955 
165,808 
163,028 

Sp.  dol. 

-  1.181 
+  17,894 

-  2,015 
+    4,080 
+  15,522 
+  10,259 

Emigbation. 

The  emigration  from  Xorway  principally  leaves  at  the  port  of 
Christiania,  and  has  very  considerably  decreased  of  late  years.  .Last 
lour  years  it  has  been  as  follows : — 

Souls. 

1872  7,606 

1873  5,888 

1874  2,608 

1875  2,090 

Of  which  were — 

Adult  males  ..         ..         846 

„     females  737 

Hale  children  257 

Female    „  *  250 
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874  of  these  had  their  passage  paid  by  their  friends  in  xVmerica.  The 
amount  of  cash  taken  from  tho  country  by  last  year's  emigrants  is 
estimated  at  12,000  sp.  dol. 

Valttation  op  Pbivate  Pbopebtt  abd  Beal  Estate. 

The  following  table  issued  by  the  Statistical  Department,  shows  the 
increase  during  the  last  five  years  of  the  value  of  private  incomes  and 
estates  in  the  country  districts  liable  to  taxation  : — 

In  18  CouDties. 
Sp.  dol. 
Estimsted  value  of  real  estate,  &c.,  subject  to  taxation  in  1870  . .    186,900,000 
„  „  „  „  1876..     189,100,000 

Increase  during  the  past  five  year?,  38  per  cent. 


and  dividing  these  counties  into  groups  according  to  their  s|)ecial 
characteristics  or  staple  industries,  the  result  for  1875,  will  be  as  follows, 
compared  with  the  actual  state  in  1868  : — 


DistricU. 

Beal  Estate  as 
valued  in  1868. 

Real  Estate  as 
valued  in  1876. 

Increase 
in  Value. 

Agricultural  and  pastoral    . . 

Forest           

Shipping  districts    . . 
Fishing 
Industrial      „ 

Sp.  dol. 
69,600,000 
16,800,000 
12,600,000 
•    24,000,000 
12,100,000 

Sp.  dol. 
91,600,000 
84,800,000 
17,600,000 
28,400,000 
16,900,000 

Per  cent. 
31 
114 
39 
18 
40 

Total 

184,600,000 

189,100,000 

41 

Wages. 

The  scale  of  wages  for  all  descriptions  of  labour  has  very  consider- 
ably increased  in  Norway  during  the  last  five  years,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  comparative  table : — 

Wages  Table. 

Sbamev. 

Per  month. 
£  ».    d. 

From  1850  to  1862 19    2 

1862       1866 1  11     2 

1856      1861 1  15     7 

1861       1864 1  18     1 

1864      1870 2    0    0 

1870       1873 246 

1873      1875 21.  10«.  to  3    8    0 

Mates'  wages  increased  from  1860  to  1875,  from  3/.  3*.  to  il.  9s,  per 
month.  Masters*  present  monthly  wages,  41.  10s,  with  5  per  cent,  com- 
mission on  freights.  Artizans'  increased  from  2*.  8/.  in  1870  to  4*.  Gd. 
per  diem  in  1875. 

Unskilled  labourers'  daily  wages  have  increased  from — 

«.  d,       8.  d, 

1868tolS70 2  0  to  2  9 

.1870      1873 2  9        8  0 

1873      1875 3  0        3  8 
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That  this  advance  in  ike  seale  of  wages  has  not  led  to  a  correspond- 
ing improTement  in  the  domestic  comfort  or  moral  position  of  the 
labonring  classes  in  this  country,  maj  be  due  in  some  degree  to  the 
great  rise>  in  house-rent  and  prices  of  provisions  which  have  increased 
proportionally.  The  folloAving  particulars, however,  reyeal  the  roost  active 
agents  at  work  to  check  the  social  progress,  and  mar  the  result  which 
might  otherwise  be  natnraliy  expected. 

Consumption  o^  Spibituous  Liqvobs. 

the  consumption  of  brandy  (eom  spirit)  in  Norway,  was,  in 

Gallons. 

1872 1,762,000 

187S 2,063,466 

1874 2,595,51R 

or  abont  one  gallon  and  a  half  per  head  of  the  entire  population. 

From  the  official  police  reports  of  Christiania,  it  appears  that  the 
number  of  persons  arrested  for  drunkenness  during  the  year  1867  was 
2,129,  during  1874,  6,012,  and  during  the  nine  first  months  of  1875, 
4,656;  the  daily  average  of  such  cases  has  heretofore  increased  from  six 
individuals  in  the  year  first-mentioned,  to  about  fourteen  in  1874,  and 
sixteen  in  1875,  the  present  population  of  the  city  being  about  87,000. 

The  Iob  Tbade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuations  of  years  in  the  Norwegian 
ice  trade,  since  the  year  1870,  when  the  amount  exported  was  66,000 
tons. 

TonB. 

In  1873    '. 165,150 

1874 182,100 

1876 ^ 185,900 

In  the  summer  of  1874  there  was  a  great  dearth  of  ice  throughout 
Europe,  caused  by  the  universal  mildness  of  the  preceding  winter,  and 
although  the  stocks  of  1872,  remaining  unsold  in  Norway,  Drought  very 
high  prices,  the  quantity  that  could  be  shipped  for  exportation  was 
much  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Germany,  where  it  is  more 
universally  consumed  than  in  Great  Britain,  was  unable  to  supply  itsolf 
as  in  ordinary  seasons,  and  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the 
Norwegian  markets ;  even  Sweden  was  forced  to  purchase  its  supplies 
in  this  country,  and  the  brisk  demand  sent  prices  up  to  an  unusual 
height ;  these  ranged  in  Christiania,  from  31,  Qs,  Sd.  to  4/.  Ss.  10^.  the 
last  of  2^  tons. 

The  prospect  of  'such  easy  and  rapid  profits  induced  numerous 
speculators  to  enter  the  trade,  but  the  winter  of  1874-5  being  generally 
severe  throughout  Europe,  enabled  foreign  consumers  to  supply  their 
ovra  needs,  and  assistance  from  Norway  was  uncalled  for.  The  ice 
merchants  here  endeavoured  for  some  time  to  keep  up  their  prices,  but 
as  few  purchasers  were  found,  they  were  at  length  forced  to  sell  at 
11«.  6d,  per  last — about  one  sixth  of  the  price  obtamed  in  1874,  and  yet 
the  half  of  their  stock  remained  unsold. 

This  present  winter  is  likewise  a  severe  one,  and  as  the  market  is 
still  overstocked,  ice  can  be  purchased  at  4«.  6d,  the  last,  it  has  even 
been  sold  at  3f .  6(^.,  delivered  alongside  the  vessel,  which  hardly  covers 
the  working  expenses. 
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The  crisis  in  tbe  ice  trade  of  1874  has  been  seyerely  felt  in  tlic 
country,  as  maDV  entered  the  trade  in  that  year  who  now  find  them- 
Beives  forced  to  oispose  of  their  stock  at  any  price  they  can  obtain. 


S£TiJBi<r  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Christiania  during 
the  Years  1873-1876. 

DiBECT  Trade  from  and  to  Great  Britain. 

'EjrtkMMD. 


Teir. 

KBBberofVeMalt. 

Total  ToiMU«e. 

Crcwa. 

Cargoet. 

BanMt. 

Tola!. 

Cargoes. 

Ballaat. 

Total. 

1878 

1874 

1876 

217 
110 

32 
54 
12 

127 
271 
122 

50,990 
63,456 
64,780 

6.824 
9,778 
1,800 

67,814 
73,229 
66,5.10 

1.9M 
2.6.'ir> 
2,034 

Clbabkd. 

Year. 

NumtwrofYeHeli. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Cargoes. 

BaOatt. 

Total. 

Cargoes. 

Ballast. 

Total. 

1873 

1874 '... 

1875 

167 
808 
113 

8 
7 
2 

170 
815 
115 

64,282 
74,831 
60,016 

1,066 

1,780 

663 

6f.,348 
76,111 
60,679 

2,252 
2,813 
1,833 

Indibsot  or  Carrying  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to 
other  Countries. 


BunisD. 


• 

TeM-. 

Number  Of  Veiaels. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Cargoes. 

Ballast. 

Total. 

Cargoes. 

Ballast. 

Total. 

Crews. 

1873    ., 

1874 

1875    ^        

25 
28 
19 

19 
89 
8 

44 

67 
22 

6,652 
4,398 
8,281 

2,800 

5,884 

836 

7,952 
10,782 
3,617 

318 
467 
155 

CUUBKD. 

Tear. 

Kiunber  of  Vessels. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Cargoes. 

Ballast. 

Total. 

Cargoes. 

Ballast. 

Total. 

1873 

1874 

1875 

"i 

1 

1 

16 
28 

1 
23 
29 

2,'829 
166 

418 
4,671 
8,347 

418 
6,900 
8,513 

20 
289 
356 

Christiania,  March  1, 1876. 
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CHRISTIANIA. 

Beport  hy  Vice-Consul  Crowe  on  the  Fisheries  of  Norway  for  the 

Tear  1875. 

As  the  nature  of  the  Norwegian  fisheries  has  been  so  exhaustively 
described  in  former  reports,  the  present  summary  will  chiefly  be 
restricted  to  the  respective  details  of  the  result  of  each  separate 
fishery  for  the  year  just  expired. 

Owing  to  the  physical  features  of  the  country,  the  extent  of  sea 
coast,  and  the  magnificent  fjords,  the  inhabitants  along  which  depend 
greatly  on  the  results  of  the  fisheries  for  their  support,  at  the  same 
time  that  financially  they  form  the  staple  resources  of  the  country,  the 
results  are  naturally  looked  forward  to  with  more  than  usual  anxiety. 

LoFODEN  Cod  Fishery. 

The  Lofoden  cod  fishery,  which  is  the  most  iraporcant,  exceeded  in 
magnitude  any  take  since  the  year  1860 ;  it  consisted  of  no  less  than 
23,000,000  of  marketable  fish.  15,000,000  of  these  were  salted  and 
dried  as  baccalau,  and  7,000,000  were  dried  as  round  and  split  stockfish, 
rendering  at  the  same  time  no  less  than  52,000  barrels  of  cod  livers,  and 
28,000  barrels  of  cod  roes. 

The  average  price  obtained  was  I/.  lO*.  Zd,  for  120  fish ;  this  does  * 
uot  exceed  that  of.  former  years,  still  taking  into  consideration  the 
excess  in  number  above  the  usual  average  take»  the  result  is  more  than 
ordinarily  remunerative  to  the  fishermen. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  assumed  that  the  Norwegian  fishing  population 
resorting  to  the  Lofoden  districts,  has  been  able  this  year  to  enjoy  a 
richer  result  in  money  from  their  winter  operations  than  of  late  years. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  yield  and  the  respective  values 
of  the  above  fishery  for  the  last  two  years  compared  with  the  present 
year ; — 


•Year 

Naml)er  of 
Fish. 

Liver. 

Roes. 

ToUl 
Value. 

1875 

1874 

1878 

28,000,000 
16,000,000 
18,000,000 

Barrel?. 
62,000 
40,000 
60,000 

Barrels. 
28,000 
16,000 
18,000 

898,884 
811,111 
877,778 

The  majority  of  the  fishermen  at  the  close  of  the  Lofoden  fishery 
usually  proceed  to  the  cod  fishery  in  Finmarken,  which  regularly  suc- 
ceeds the  former  after  a  short  interval.  This  fishery  was  also  productive 
and  remunerative,  as  described  under  the  head  of  the  Capelin  fishery. 

Table  II.  exhibits  the  number  of  fishermen,  boats'  crews,  and  boats, 
that  engaged  in  the  Lofoden  fisheries,  the  districts  from  whence  they 
came,  and  the  gear  employed. 
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The  medicinal  dues  levied  by  the  State  amounted  to  5,203Z. 
The  earnings  of  the  fishermen  are  estimated  as  follows : — 

£• 

Fishermen  with  nets 22 

,,  lines •  20 

f,  deep  sea  lines  . .         . .     18  io  18 

When  judging  of  the  net  earnings  of  the  fishermen,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  wages  of  the  assistants  and  the  equipments 
generally  are  now  considerably  higher  than  they  were  a  few  years  ago. 

If  no  loss  of  nets  takes  place,  the  expenses  are  calculated  as 
follows  : — 

£    9.    d. 

Wages  of  assistant 4    9    0 

Wear  and  tear  of  nets         2  19    8 

„  ,,    bedclothes  ..         ..         0    6    6 

„  „    seaboots 0    6    9 

Board 846 

Total 11     4  11 

The  money  earned  by  the  net  fishermen  above  that  sum  is  considered 
as  clear  profit, 

For  the  line  fishermen  the  expenses  are  according  to  the  following 
table : — 

£    9,    d, 

1  line  with  hooks 0    8    0 

10  lines  with   appurtenances,  as    well  as 

4  barrels  of  bait 9    0    0 

Hiring  bed  clothes 0    8  10 

Wages  of  assistant 4    9     0 

Board 846 

Total 17  10    4 

A  net  boat  complete  as  at  present  in  use  at  Lofoden  costs 
42L  4^.  6^.,  and  an  eight-oared  line  boat  18Z.  18*. 

Small  sprats  are  commonly  used  as  bait;  the  consumption  is 
estimated  at  about  2*6  barrels  per  man,  or  in  all  20,000  barrels,  valued 
at  from  11,111?.  to  18,333/.  Three  steamers  are  constantly  employed 
in  supplying  the  fishing  stations  with  bait. 

During  tlie  Lofoden  fishery,  the  authorities  levied  112  fines  of  the 
following  nature : — 

For  fishing  without  boat  marks 10 

Breach  of  the  peace..         ..         ..         ..         ..9 

Setting  nets  at  unlawful  times 46 

For  leaving  gear  out  on  Sundays  •  •         . .         • .  21 

Setting  unlawful  gear  at  unlawful  places. .         . «  18 

Damaging  other  men's  gear         . .         . .         . .  8 

Selliug  brandy  and  wine  without  a  licence         . .  5 

Selling  beer  without  a  licence 5 

FxjTMABKiw  Cod  Fisheet. 

The  Fininark  or  Capelin  fishery  yielded  a  larger  catch  than  that  in 
any  preceding  year.  The  total  amounted  to  19,760,000,  the  highest 
quantity  caught  during  the  last  six  years,  as  shown  below : — 
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Ial87i 17,500,00d 

1878 16,600,000 

1872 16,250,000 

1871 16.000.000 

1870 11,600,000 

The  fishery  took  place  chiefly  in  East  Finmark,  in  the  Varanger 
Fjord,  where  no  less  than  four-fifths  of  the  total  quantity  was  caught. 

In  West  Finmark  the  fishery  was  a  comparative  failure. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  this  year  the  prices  in  Flnmnrk 
were  lower  than  those  of  previous  years,  which  doubtless  may  be 
chiefly  attributed  to  the  abundant  fishery  in  Lofoden.  The  price 
variea  between  7«.  Id,  and  24*.  for  the  great  hundred  (120)  of  raw  fish, 
and  from  13«.  Ad,  to  22*.  3rf.  foj*  a  barrel  of  liver. 

Nevertheless,  the,  result  was  richly  remunerative  to  the  fishermen, 
and  on  the  whole  the  fishery  during  the  last  few  years  has  so  far 
generally  improved  as  to  assume  a  very  prominent  position  amonpr  the 
Norwegian  fisheries,  so  as  to  justify  the  large  outlay  contemplated  by 
the  Govemraent  for  the  enlargement  and  protection  of  the  harbour  of 
Vadso,  and  other  improvements,  with  a  view  to  promote  the  prosperity 
of  the  district. 

The  number  of  men  and  boats  engaged  in  this  fishery  durin^;  the 
season  amounted  to  4,462  boats,  and  16,00G  men,  which  includes  779 
Bussians  and  Finlanders. 

Comparing  this  with  the  two  preceding  years,  the  result  will  be  as 
follows : — 


In 

Boats. 

Men. 

Foreigners. 

1874          

1878           

4,619 
4,272 

17,051 
16,126 

1,008  \«„„.„ 

The  following  table  shows  the  districts  from  which  they  came : — 


Bassis  and  Finland 
Stavanger 
Bergen   .. 
Bomsdal . . 
Urontheim         •  • 
Kordland  district 
Tromsoe . . 
West  F  inmarken 
Bast  Finmarken. . 


The  usual  number  of  trading  vessels  visited  the  stations  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  the  fish.  This  year  they  amounted  to  356 
vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  16,000,  manned  by  1,704  men ;  in  1874,  306 
vessels,  13,014  tons  ;  in  1873,  255  vessels,  10,911  tons,  showing  there- 
fore, a  gradual  as  well  as  considerable  increase,  both  in  the  number  of 
vessels  and  in  tonnage.  159  purchasers  established  themselves  on 
shore,  against  178  in  1874,  and  165  in  1873. 

Only  420  cod-roes  were  required  in  East  Finmark  to  fill  a  barrel  of 
liver,  while  in  West  Finmark  it  required  on  the  average  600,  showing, 
therefore,  that  the  fish  caught  in  the  latter  district,  were  infinitely 
poorer  than  those  ol  East  Finmark. 
^  ^  8  <)  2 
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The  aggregate  value  arieiDg  from  the  yield  of  this  year's  fishery,  In- 
cluding the  liver,  can  be  estimated  as  follows : — 

In  1875 185,666 

1874 19M11 

1873 196,888 

1872 180,889 

The  gain  of  each  fisherman  is  estimated  at  an  average  of— 

£    9.    d. 

In  1875 12    0    0 

1874 12  10    0 

1878 18    0    0 

1872 8    0    0 

9,250,000  of  fish  were  prepared  as  round  stockfish,  610,000  as 
rotskjeer  (split  codfish),  9,930,000  as  klipfish  (baccalau),  and  5,298 
barrels  of  medicinal  oil  were  prepared. 

The  following  statement*  will  show  the  number  and  character  of  the 
misdemeanours  for  which  fines  were  levied : — 

Selling  Bpirita  without  a  licence 14 

Breach  of  harbour  regulations 2 

Setting  nets  at  unlawful  times 8 

Selling  beer  without  a  licence 8 

Fishing  on  Sundays          10 

Breach  of  the  peace           10 

Besides  the  cod  fisheries  described  above  there  are  thoso  of  Nord- 
more,  S(5udm6re,  and  Eomsdal,  which  have  all  been  more  remunerative 
than  usual. 

The  catches  are  shown  as  follows : — 

Number  of  Cod. 

Nordm6re 2,684,000 

86mim6re 8,000,000 

Romsdal ..  905,000 

making  altogether  about  6,589,000  fish,  of  a  total  value  of  590,200 
sp.  dol.  (131,156Z.) 

Adding  to  these,  the  yield  of  the  fishing  stations  of  Fosen  and 
Namdal,  which  last  alone  produced  750,000,  it  may  be  safely  assumed 
that  the  aggregate  take  will  have  exceeded  50,000,000  of  codfish, 
between  7,000,C^  and  8,000,000  more  than  the  annual  average. 

Before  closing  this  survey  of  the  cod  fisheries  it  may  not  be  irrele- 
vant to  mention  the  discovery  that  has  been  made  lately' in  France,  that 
grasshoppers  (after  being  stewed  or  fried  and  then  made  into  a  paste) 
form  an  excellent  and  successful  bait  for  the  great  French  sardine 
fisheries ;  this  naturallv  causes  some  anxiety  iu  this  country  among  the 
fish  traders,  as  the  annual  export  from  Norway  of  cod-roes  to  France 
alone  amounts  to  upwards  of  40,000  barrels,  solely  to  be  used  as  bait 
for  those  fisheries.  Coneequently  if  this  statement  is  correct,  the  more 
expensive  article  of  cod-rocs  will  [now  have  to  contend  with  a  severe 
competitor;  and  as  there  seems  to  be  an  unlimited  supply  of  that 
destructive  insect  in  France  and  Algiers,  there  may  be  just  grounds  to 
think  that  France  \\ill  no  longer  be  as  good  a  market  for  the  Norwegiiwi 
product  as  it  has  hitherto  been. 
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Laboe  HsBBma  Fishibt. 

The  catch  of  the  large  herring  (Oupea  Tiaringtu)  fishery  of  last  winter, 
which  took  place  mainly  before  Christmas,  1874,  but  the  product  of 
which  was  only  exported  this  year,  amounted  to  275,000  barrels, 
estimated  at  74,222/.,  which,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  1871 
(amounting  to  700,000  barrels),  is  not  below  the  average  of  this  very 
uncertain  fishery. 

But  this  year,  as  was  apprehended,  the  large  herrings,  on  account  of 
their  erratic  wanderings  of  late,  seem  likely  to  disappear  entirely ;  no  in- 
formation as  to  their  appearance  having  as  yet  been  received. 

This  fishery  generally  begins  along  the  west  coast  at  about  the  end 
of  September,  and  usually  continues  until  the  beginning  of  January. 

This  year  considerable  preparations  have  been  made  in  anticipation 
of  the  herrings*  appearance ;  the  failure  of  this  fishery  will  consequently 
cause  great  disappointment  and  pecuniary  loss  in  many  quarters, 
especially  in  the  districts  of  Nordland  and  Senjen,  and  also  in  those  of 
Bergen  and  Bomsdal,  this  loss  would  have  been  still  more  severely  felt, 
but  for  the  unexpected  early  catch  in  August  last,  along  the  coast  of 
Namdal,  rendering  a  catch  of  200,000  barrels  of  the  finest  fish ;  and 
although  many  hastened  to  the  spot  as  soon  as  the  presence  of  the  fish 
became  known,  there  were  not  sufficient  hands  to  take  the  fullest  ad- 
vantage of  their  presence. 

The  prices  of  the  herrings  varied  from  9«.  to  13«.  Qd,  per  barrel,  which 
afforded  more  than  the  usual  average  of  earnings ;  boys  of  the  age  of 
fifteen  earned  as  much  as  1/.  16*.  per  week,  labourers  (not  fishermen) 
engaged  to  assist  the  fishermen,  have  earned  as  much  as  9«.  per  day. 

Farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  who  have  been  able  to  spare  a  few  of 
their  workmen,  gained  during  the  short  period  of  the  fishery  as  much 
as  16/.  to  18/. 

The  greatest  amount  earned  by  any  single  hand  has  been  11/.  2#.  Zd. 

The  falling  off*  or  erratic  movements  of  the  spring  or  large  herring, 
indeed,  of  all  herring  fisheries  on  the  Norwegian  coast,  is  in  a  great 
measure  attributed  to  the  prevalence  of  cold  weather,  and  consequent 
low  temperature  of  the  sea,  which,  to  some  extent,  may  be  caused  by 
the  melted  snow  flowing  into  the  fjords  and  bays  from  the  numerous 
rivers.  This  cold  water,  although  containing  but  little  salt,  is  supposed 
to  be  heavier  than  the  comparatively  warmer  water  of  the  gulf  stream, 
and  sinking  to  the  bottom,  acts  as  a  cold  current  to  the  shoal  offish. 

Now,  as  it  is  well  known  that  herrings  seek  a  warm  temperature 
for  spawning  purposes,  it  may  be  surmised  that  the  fish  on  meeting  a 
cold  brackish  current,  become  frightened,  and  in  consequence  .have 
deserted  these  shores. 

Much  attention  has  lately  been  paid  by  scientific  men  to  this  im- 
portant subject,  but  as  yet  no  satisfactory  result  appears  to  have  been 
orrived  at ;  the  above  cause,  however,  is  attributed  by  some  as  a  reason- 
able explanation. 

Mi.OKSBIL  FiBHEBY. 

It  is  only  recently  that  the  shipping  of  mackerel  packed  in  ice  to 
England  has  become  of  importance  to  Norway.  At  present,  after  the 
herring  and  cod  fisheries,  it  may  be  considered  the  principal  of  the 
Norwegian  galt-wator  fisheries.  It  extends  not  only  along  the  south 
coast,  but  also  along  the  west  coast  as  far  as  Bergen,  and  employs  a 
great  number  of  hands,  who  generally  make  a  fair  livelihood.  The 
fishery  takes  place  from  the  month  of  May  until  the  middle  of  July,  a 
good  distance  off  the  land,  often  from  twenty.four  to  tbirty-two  miles 
at  9%h, 
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To  show  the  value  of  the  export  of  mackerel,  I  give  the  fonowing 
table  of  the  results  of  1875  as  compared  with  the  preceding  seven 


years  :- 


Tear. 


1875 
187* 
1878 
1872 
1871 
1870 
1869 
1868 


Quantity. 


Number. . 
CwtB.     « . 


8,500,000 
2,800,000 
65,446 
70,100 
71,800 
64,700 
61,800 
47,600 


Value. 


82,409 
25,596 
29,200 
32,711 
89,867 
28,200 
21,978 
19,044 


The  average  yearly  profit  can  therefore  be  estimated  at  33,333^., 
independent  of  the  value  of  the  home  consumption,  which  is  consider- 
able,  considering  that  this  fish  forms  the  staple  support  of  the  fishermen 
and  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts  in  the  vicinity  during  the  season. 

The  LiNa  Fisheey. 

The  fishery  on  the  banks  stretching  along  the  coast  of  Norway, 
from  latitude  63°  to  70''  north,  is  principally  carried  on  by  Swedish 
fishermen  and  on  Swedish  account.  21  smacks,  with  a  crew  of  265 
men,  fished  along  these  banks  this  season.  Of  this  number  16  were 
Swedish,  the  remaining  5  Norwegian,  but  these  as  well  were  principally 
manned  by  Swedes.    The  total  catch  amounted  to — 

Lbs. 

Ling  (Oadus  molva) 2,457,400 

Brosmiua  vuigaria ..        240,480 

Cod-fiah  82,960 

besides  565  barrels  of  liver  and  163  barrels  of  roe.  The  aggregate 
value  is  estimated  at  6,912/.,  of  which  5,483Z.  falls  to  the  share  of  the 
Swedes,  the  balance  to  the  Norwegian  smacks ;  but  as  these  are  prin- 
cipally manned  by  Swedes,  it  is  calculated  that  they  in  round  numbers 
have  gained  6,222/.  Most  of  the  ling  is  salted  and  shipped  to  the  Shet- 
land Islands. 

LOBSTEE  FiSHBBT. 

•  The  Norway  lobster  belongs  to  the  genus  NephropSy  and  is  found  in 
tolerable  abundance  all  along  the  coast,  but  not  beyond  latitude  63°  N., 
and  not  in  the  same  abundance  it  used  to  be,  owing  to  the  destructive 
and  irrational  manner  in  which  this  fishery  was  carried  on  before  the 
law  for  its  preservation  was  passed.  It  is  captured  in  simple  wicker 
traps  made  oy  the  fishermen  themselves.  These  are  lowered  to  a  depth 
of  nve  to  six  fathoms,  and  placed  at  short  distances  fipom  each  other. 
The  fish  are  attracted  by  a  bait  suspended  to  a  line  in  the  centre  of  the 
trap,  frequently  of  common  garbage,  which  from  their  voracity  is 
generally  attractive. 

The  best  fishing  season  is  during  the  months  of  May  and  June  up 
to  the  15th  July,  after  which  date  the  fishery  is  prohibited  imtil  the 
15th  October. 

Although  the  ova,  it  is  supposed,  is  cast  at  all  times  of  the  year, 
they  appear  only  to  come  to  life  during  the  warm  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September.    After  this  period  and  during  the  whole 
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winter,  unless  the  weather  is  warm,  the  lobsters  retire  into  deeper 
water,  generally  from  twelve  to  fifteen  fathoms,  taking  shelter  in  the 
crevices  and  cavities. 

Of  late  years  the  catch  has  seldom  exceeded  1,000,000,  representing 
a  value  of  22,222^.  to  22,500Z.  The  principal  export  is  to  England,  and 
reached  400,000  lobsters,  valued  at  8,889/.,  during  the  year  1875.  Not 
any  lobster  under  eight  inches  in  length  are  now  shipped. 

The  lobster  trade  at  one  time  was  solely  monopolized  by  an  English 
company  who,  early  in  the  season,  sent  their  fast-sailing  smacks, 
specially  fitted  with  tanks  in  their  holds  for  salt  water,  in  order  to 
convey  the  lobster  across  alive.  This  system  is  being  changed,  and  now 
they  are  mostly  shipped  by  the  regular  steamers  in  dry  boxes ;  still, 
during  the  summer  months  our  smacks  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  fishing 
ports  along  the  south-western  coaat  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the 
fish  direct  from  the  fishermen  and  conveying  them  to  England,  although 
they  no  longer  enjoy  the  monopoly  of  the  trade. 

Salmon  Fishery. 

There  is  scarcely  a  river  in  the  whole  of  this  country  in  which 
salmon  is  not  found  and  fished.  It  likewise  abounds  all  along  the  coast 
from  the  Nas  to  the  Varanger  fiord,  on  the  Itussian  frontier,  as  well  as 
in  the  numerous  fiords  and  bays  so  frequent  on  the  coast  of  Norway. 

The  open  sea,  but  not  very  far  from  the  coast,  is  the  home  of  the 
salmon  during  the  winter  months.  Generally  early  in  the  spring  it 
proceeds  up  the  numerous  rivers  to  the  inland  lakes,  returning  again 
late  in  the  autumn. 

The  sea  fishery  commences  on  the  14th  February  and  the  river 
fishery  on  the  14th  of  April,  both  ending  on  the  14th  September.  The 
sea  fisheiy  is  carried  on  solely  with  various  kinds  of  nets,  deep  sea 
lines  rarely  being  used,  that  in  the  rivers  with  nets  and  the  ordinary 
fly  rod.  During  the  latter  end  of  the  season  the  natives  principally 
fish  at  night  by  spearing.  This  mode  of  fishing  is  from  a  boat,  the  bow 
of  which  IS  provided  with  a  kind  of  gridiron  with  burning  wood,  gene- 
rallv  the  roots  of  the  pine-tree,  which  gives  a  bright  light.  The  boat 
is  then  rowed  quietly  along  the  banks  of  the  river ;  the  salmon  being 
attracted  and  astonished  by  the  light,  are  then  speared  by  the  man  in 
the  bow  of  the  boat,  who  is  provided  with  a  long  spear  having  several 
prongs ;  skill,  however,  is  required  by  the  spearsman  not  to  miss  the 
fish. 

The  rivers  adapted  for  rod-fishing  are  mostly  aH  rented  by  English- 
men, and  bring  their  proprietors  handsome  profits,  which  they  hardly 
anticipated  a  few  years  back. 

1  am  unable  to  give  the  total  value  of  the  salmon  caught  and  con- 
sumed in  the  country  during  the  year.  The  following  four  towns,  how- 
ever, are  the  principal  export  places,  and  the  total  weight  and  value 
exported  from  them  in  1876  is  as  follows : — 


Port  of  Export. 

Weight. 

Value. 

Christianaand 

Mandal          

Fannmd        

Slgenond       

Lbs. 

209,960 

27,828 

19,712 

5,298 

£ 

9,314 

1,164 

776 

209 

Total  value  11,468/.,  being  only  about  600t  above  that  of  1874. 
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Tho  salmon  is  principally  shipped  to  England  in  the  regular  line  of 
steamers  plying  between  Ghristiansand  and  Hull,  although  smacks  are 
still  employed  iu  the  salmon  trade,  as  the  fish  dealers  maintain  that  the 
shaking  of  tbe  steamers  acts  injuriously  to  the  fish  when  packed  in  ice 
in  boxes. 

I  add  in  conclusion  the  following  table,  which  gives  an  idea  of  thf 
consumption  of  fish  in  the  town  of  Ghristiania  during  the  years  1874 
and  1875.  It  shows  the  quantities  as  well  as  the  difierent  kinds  of 
fish  consumed,  and  their  respective  values : — 

Port  of  Ghristiania. 


Kinds  of  Fish. 


Eela   .. 
Lobsters 
Oysters 
MuBsels 

Salmon 
Trout . . 
Cod     ., 
Haddock 
Ling  .. 
Flounders 
Turbot 
Mackerel 
Whiting 
Sprats, . 
Herrings 
Anchovies 
Other  fish 


Nnmberor 
Weight. 


Number. , 

»> 

Lbs.       . 

♦> 
Number. 

V 

Lbs.     . 


Number. . 

Barrels  .. 
Number. . 
Barrels  . . 
Value    £ 


1874. 


5,972 

86,826 

28,250 

15,440 

28,604 

5,520 

216,257 

789 

87,140 

895,196 

5,035 

1,488,617 

51,540 

613 

156,460 

1,718 

277 


1875. 


6,268 

48,068 

90,120 

4,840 

82,154 

4,604 

515,977 

1,712 

19,580 

105,080 

12,897 

1,248,654 

101,840 

218 

410,240 

1,862 

46 


Total  value  ill  1876  27,500/.,  and  in  1874  26,081/. 

As  no  oflBcial  returns  have  as  yet  been  received  of  the  important 
nhark  iiahery  ou  the  banks  stretching  along  the  coast  of  Fiiimark  to 
Spitzbergen,  no  report  on  that  fishery  can  be  made  as  yet. 

Christiania,  February  28, 1876. 
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Freliminary  Eeport  by  Consul  Duff  on  the  Trade  and  Chmmeree  of 
Qottenburg  for  the  Tear  1875. 

The  year  1875  has  been  one  of  considerable  activity  as  regards 
shipment  of  oats,  the  most  important  kind  of  grain  exported  from  here,  of 
which  an  abundant  crop  was  raised  under  very  favourable  circumstances. 
Shipments  on  a  large  scale  have  taken  place  principally  to  England, 
and  it  is  expected  when  the  communications  by  the  inland  waters 
commence  in  the  spring,  that  large  quantities  will  be  brought  to 
market.  An  accident  that  happened  to  one  of  the  sluices  on  the 
TroUhatte  canal  towards  the  end  of  the  season  prevented  thousands 
of  quarters  from  being  brought  to  the  coast. 

The  export  of  ^ans  and  pease  has  chiefly,  as  hitherto,  been 
confined  to  Scotland,  and  in  no  small  quantity. 

Contrary  to  the  grain  trade,  tiinber  ot  all  kinds  has  suffered  a 
heavy  decline,  and  shipments  were  insignificant  as  compared  with  preced- 
ing years.  The  reason  appears  to  be  over*st>eculation  during  foregoing 
years,  whereby  immense  stocks  have  accumulated,  thus  glutting  the 
markets  and  bringing  down  the  value  below  a  remunerative  standard. 

The  stock  of  wood  goods  here  is  considerable,  and  sellers  who 
could  command  capital  refrained  from  shipping  in  hopes  of  better 
times. 

Mining  timber,  together  with  the  productions  of  the  saw  and  plan- 
ing mill?,  IS  the  only  sort  that  has  been  exported  to  any  extent,  but 
even  iu  this  branch  an  absence  of  briskness  appeared. 

The  excellence,  of  the  Swedish  iron  is  always  a  guarantee  for  its 
saleability  even  during  the  most  depressed  times,  and  it  has  therefore 
in  a  very  small  degree  suffered  by  the  general  stagnation  in  the  trade 
which  in  other  markets  has  been  so  severely  felt.  Steel  of  the  best 
qualities  has  had  a  good  demand  ;  also  wire  and  nail  rods.  Bar  iron  was 
exported  in  large  quantities  to  England  and  the  United  States. 
Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  usual  autumnal  rains  great  want  of  water 
existed  for  driving  the  blast  engines,  &c.,  at  the  irou  works,  and 
productions  genei^ly  have  become  less.  This,  however,  is  only  a 
casual  circumstance.  Of  other  minerals  copper  and  zinc  ore  nave 
occupied  a  place  in  the  shipments,  but  not  to  any  important  extent. 

The  further  articles  of  export  from  this  country  are  butter  and 
cheese,  of  which  very  good  qufuitiet  are  shipped  especially  to  England, 
and  the  value  returned  to  the  country  is  of  no  small  amount 

Matches  of  all  kinds  continue  to  be  shipped  in  large  quantities  to 
England  and  the  Continent,  and  the  manumcture  is  considered  very 
remnneratiYe. 

An  article  of  which  great  expectations  were  entertained  is  wood-pulp, 
which  is  exported  under  different  forms,  and  continues  to  be  shipped, 
but  many  works  have  ceased  to  make  the  same  since  the  consumption  has 
shown  that  the  markets  are  over  supplied,  and  where  water  power  has 
been  available,  it  is  made  use  of  for  otner  purposes,  much  money  being 
lost  in  this  manufacture. 

Shipbuilding  has  not  been  quite  so  active  as  during  the  previous 
years,  but  the  works  in  this  branch  have  been  well  employed  in  the 
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manufacture  of  railway  rolling  stock,  and  will  in  all  probability  be  most 
actively  engaged  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

A  valuable  addition  to  the  conveniences  of  the  harbour  of  this  port 
is  the  completion  of  a  dry  dock  capable  of  holding  a  vessel  of  the 
largest  size  trading  to  this  country.  It  is  excavated  out  of  the  solid 
rock,  and  pronounced  by  engineers  to  be  a  most  perfect  piece  of 
engineering  work. 

It  has  been  decided  to  deepen  the  river  and  the  harbour  to  a 
uniform  depth  of  twenty  feet,  but  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  dredging 
machinery  the  progress  is  very  slow. 

Railways  are  continuing  to  be  constructed  all  over  the  country,  and 
no  less  than  thirteen  are  completed.  It  is  in  very  few  cases  that  the 
returns  have  fiot  far  exceeded  the  estimates. 

The  coalfields  in  the  south  part  of  the  country  do  not  appear  to 
yield  either  the  quantity  or  the  quality  expected,  but  large  works 
nave  been  built  for  the  manufacture  of  fire  clay  goods,  and  as  far  as  one 
can  judge,  these  manufactories  promise  to  reward  their  founders. 

The  import  was  steady  during  the  whole  year,  and  large  quantities 
of  English  machinery,  both  agricultural  and  industrial,  have  been  spread 
over  the  country.  Eails  and  railway  plant  were  largely  imported  to 
all  the  different  lines  building  or  already  completed. 

Coiol  Bifid  coke,  pig  and  finished  iron,  as  well  as  plates  and  bars,  form 
supply  a  very  large  figure  in  the  imports. 

Chemicals  and  fire  briclts  for  the  iron  works  in  the  interior  are  also 
imported  in  considerable  quantities,  the  latter  in  spite  of  the  native 
competition. 

An  article  that  only  a  few  years  back  was  unknown  in  this  country 
is  American  bacon,  it  has  now  become  an  important  merchandize  and 
seems  to  take  the  place  of  the  salt  herrings  and  dried  fish  imported  from 
Norway. 

The  continental  route,  \ik  Fredrikshaven,  does  not  realize  what  was 
expected,  and  appears  to  be  an  undertaking  attended  with  loss.  The 
daily  steamers  continue  to  run,  but  a  question  of  discontinuing  the 
traffic  has  been  raised. 

Gofctenburg,  January  22, 1876. 
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Supplanentary  Beport  hj  Consul  Buff  on  iJw  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
Gottenhurg  for  the  Tear  1875. 

Shippijn^g  AiJD  Natiqatiok. 

The  amount  of  British  and  foreign  shipping  at  the  port  of  Gotten- 
hurg in  1875,  is  shown  in  the  following  comparative  statement  of  the 
totd  arrivals  and  departures  for  the  last  five  years,  viz. : — 

Arrivals. 


Tears. 

British. 

Foreign. 

Total. 

Shipa. 

Tons. 

Ships.         Tons. 

Shipa. 

Tons. 

1871  .. 

1872  .. 

1873  .. 

1874  .. 

1875  .. 

328 
313 
297 
803 
313 

147,208 
136,122 
136,103 
185,669 
154,351 

1,589 
;i,848 
1,882 
2,257 
2,164 

407,337 
462,365 
473,605 
651,504 
440,957 

1,917  • 

2,161 

2,179 

2,560 

2,467 

664,545 
598,487 
609,706 
687,178 
695,308 

Defartubss. 


Yeara. 

Britigh. 

Foreign. 

Total. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tens. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

1871  . . 

1872  .. 

1873  . . 

1874  .. 

1875  .. 

833 

313 
293 
305 
309 

148,520 
136,122 
135,362 
135,907 
150,111 

1,306 
1,487    ^ 
1,449 
1,623 
1,497 

343,137 
412,423 
419,600 
461,669 
350,250 

1,639 
1,800 
1,742 
1,928 
1,806 

491,657 
648,646   . 

664,962 
697,578 
500,861 

The  British  arrivals  in  1875  consisted  of — 


Number, 

Tons. 

Steam  ships          

Sailing  ships 

201 
112 

133,241 
21,102 

Total         

818 

164,361 

being  18,684  tons  more  than  in  1874. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  British  shipping  at  the  other  ports 
of  this  consular  district  for  1875,  viz. : — 
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UddevaUa.. 

Warberg  .. 

Halmstad.. 

Heldngborg 

Landakrona 

Malmo 

Ystad 

Carlahamn 

Carlscroaa 

Total 


Ships. 


166 


Tons. 


23 

9,410 

5 

1,632 

6 

818 

28 

4,466 

4 

1,880 

68 

19,647 

22 

3,877 

2 

421 

12 

1,064 

42,604 


being  5,848  tons  more  than  ia  1874. 

The  nationality  of  the  foreign  shipping  which  entered  the  port  of 
Gottenburg  in  1875  was  as  follows  : — 


Steam. 

SaiUng. 

Total 
Ships. 

Tons. 

Sweden 

Norway  • 

Denmark 

Germany 

Holland 

Belgium 

France 

Russia       

Portugal 

Italy         

America 

867 
13 

139 
10 
18 

"2 

636 

172 

67 

92 

58 
7 

67 
10 

1 
1 

4 

1,603 

186 

206 

102 

76 

7 

57 

12 

1 

1 

4 

327,810 

28,627 

41,653 

16,764 

18,177 

1,647 

9,620 

4,516 

814 

179 

2,261 

ToUl 

2,164 

440,967 

The  mercantile  fleet  of  Gottenburg  on  the  31st  of  December,  1875, 

consisted  of — 


Number. 

Tons. 

SaiUng  ships 

Steam  ships         

148 
64 

60,910 
21,208 

Total        

212 

82,118 

Trade  akd  Cohmeroe. 

Exports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  total  value  of  exports 
from  Gottenburg  in  the  last  five  3*ears,  viz. : — 


Years. 

In  British  Ships. 

In  Foreign  Ships. 

Total. 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

921,600 
1,096,300 
969,600 
884,610 
923,417 

1,428,600 
1,855,700 
1,966,600 
1,642,858 
1,690,248 

2,350,000 
2,952,000 
2,936,000 
2,626,868 
2,618,666 

it 
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Jran, — The  export  from  Gottenburg  in  1875  was  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Tons. 

To  England 67,580 

France 8,820 

Belgium 5,538 

Germany 8,095 

Holland 2,850 

America 2,505 

Denmark 1,603 

Norway 39 

Algiers 10 

Total 91,540 

being  21,821  tons  more  than  in  1874. 

Wood. — Of  deals,  battens,  and  boards,  the  export  was  as  follows  : — 

Cahic  feet. 

ToEnghmd 4,908,425 

France 1,682,229 

Belgium 478,911 

Germany 382,466 

Denmark 139,912 

Australia 81,491 

Cape  Colony         78,692    . 

Holland     .,         62,631 

Italy           25,168 

Algiers 28,100 

Brazils 19,688 

Port  Natal 17,210 

Norway 4,770 

Total 7,894,688 

2,085,436  cubic  feet  more  than  in  1874. 

Of  otiier  kinds  of  wood  the  shipments  consisted  of — 


Articles. 

Cubic  feet 

ft             *  • 

n                 •  • 
ft                 •  • 

tf                 •  • 
t>                 •  • 

Pieces 

tt                •  • 

Cwt. 

ft                  •  • 
Value.. 
ft 

Quantity. 

Pit  props 

Timber 

Balks  snd  spars 

Deal  ends          

Sleepers 

Lathwood          

Staves  of  oak 

„       other  sorts    .. 

Wood  pulp         

Matches 

Uths 

Carpenters' work 

4,008,050 
285,896 
53,283 
199,715 
198,502        . 
8,888 
48,000 
6,178,439 
93,629 
159,797 
20,88U. 
75,838^. 

Grain. — The  export  of  grain  from  Gottenburg  in  1875,  chiefly  oats, 
amounted  to  348,859  quarters,  and  from  the  other  ports  of  this  consular 
district  to  791,072  quarters. 

Live  Animals. — ^Exported  from  Gottenburg  in  1875  : — 

Horses 45 

Cattle 3,196 

Sheep  306 

Pigs  64 

ToUl        8,611 
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BWZDIV  AHD  KOBWAT. 


Dairy  Produce,'^ 


Owt. 

Baiter 29,587 

Cheese 1,238 


Imposts. 

The  import  trade  of  Gotfcenburg  in  1875  shows  a  reduction  of 
316,100Z.  compared  with  1874,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  statement 
of  the  approximate  total  value  for  the  last  five  years,  viz. : — 


Tears. 

In  British  Shipe. 

In  Foreign  Ships. 

Totals. 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

£ 
1,227,100 
1,086,300 
1,287,600 
1,487.310 
1,302,170 

£ 

1,599,900 
1,785,700 
2,373,900 
8,070,890 
2,889,930 

£ 
2,827,000 
2.872,000 
8,611,500 
4,508,200 
4,192,100 

The  following  comparative  statement  shows  the  quantities  of  the 
leading  articles  of  import  in  1875,  and  for  the  year  1874 : — 


Tons 

1875. 

1874. 

Coal  and  coke 

190,836 

173,598 

Coffee         

Lbs. 

7,980,285 

5,815,953 

Cotton       

» 

11,787.704 

12,599,749 

„      jam 

»>             ♦  • 

4,128,059 

5,226,888 

Grain,  chiefly  rye  .. 

Quarters    . . 

69,923 

96,758 

Hides         

. , 

2,818,966 

8,023,000 

Meal  of  wheat  and  rye     . . 

Cwt. 

241,660 

247,021 

Manufactures  of  silk,  linen, 

coiton,  &c 

Lbfl. 

2,568,285 

8,885,115 

Rice  and  grits 

»»             •• 

8,232,084 

3,221,491 

Salt 

Cubic  feet.. 

597,744 

1,162,758 

Sugar,  raw 

Lbs. 

16,671,118 

16,636,888 

„     refined 

/»             •  • 

4,960,858 

i,974,484 

Treacle 

»>             •• 

5,528,324 

4,216,891 

Tobacco 

n                 •  • 

1,606,515 

2,417,119 

Wool          

>* 

1,465,412 

1,849,426 

Woollen  yam 

n                 •  • 

1,116,569 

1,166,699 

Iron  rails 

Tons 

26,887 

80,528 

n     bar 

»                •  • 

4,204 

2,905 

„     pig     .. 

>t                •• 

5,103 

6,519 

Petroleum 

Lbs. 

5,175,183 

5,184,928 

Olive  oil 

a                 •  • 

1,650,502 

1,832,886 

Pork           

Cwt. 

130,798     • 

98,838 

Tea 

Lbs. 

46,167 

80,277 

•    Paper         

t$             •  • 

515,886 

677,501 

Machinery  and  implements 

Value       .. 

462,861^. 

672,195^. 
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EXCHAKGES. 

Gotteuburg  for  bills  at 
three : 


The  average  monthljr  rates  of  exchange  at  G 
ree  months*  date  during  1875  were  as  follows  : 


Kroner. 

ore. 

18 

07 

18 

10 

18 

11 

18 

12 

18 

12 

18 

U 

18 

12 

18 

07 

18 

06 

17 

98 

17 

92 

17 

99 

January     

February 

March        

April  

May  

Jane 

July  

AngUBt 

September 

October 

NoTember  . .         . .      ... 

December 

Average  of  the  year,  18  krpnor  6  ore. 

The  amount  of  bills  negotiated  at  Gottenburg  in  1S75  was  as 
follows,  viz.:  2,533,280/.  sterling,  9,560,419  Hamburgh  riksmark, 
10,94!5J20  frs.,  392,149  Dutch  florins,  making  in  Swedish  currency  a 
total  of  62,802,899  kroner,  equal  in  sterling  at  the  par  of  18  kroner 
per  £,  to  3,489,050/.,  being  262,094/.  less  than  the  preceding  year. 

Ageioulttjee. 

The  official  reports  of  this  district  give  the  following  results  of  the 
harvest  of  1875,  viz. : — 

Winter  Wheat,  Bye,  Spring  Com,  Barley,  and  Oats, — Equal  to  the 
best  yield. 

Bease,  Beans,  Tares. — A  fair  crop. 

Potatoes. — A  fair  crop,  and  with  a  few  exceptions,  in  good  condition. 

Hay. — An  under  average  crop. 

Gottenburg,  May  4, 1876. 
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TRIPOLI. 

Report  h\i  Consul- General  JDrummond  JB.ay  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  Tripoli  for  the  tear  1875. 

Trade  afc  this  port  during  tlie  year  now  ended  shows  considerable 
diversity  as  compared  with  that  of  1874. 

Shipping  and  Navigation. 

The  tounage  of  both  British  and  foreign  shipping,  owing  to  the 
expanding  trade  ia  esparto,  now  again  shows  a  considerable  increase, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table: — 

Eetuen  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  Tripoli  in  the  Tear  1875. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality, 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
yesaela. 

Tonnage. 

British        

Ottoman 

Italian         

Austrian 

Greek          

German 

Jerusalem  flag 

186 

754 

280 

13 

12 

1 

5 

66,051 

26,889 

28,798 

1,160 

1,176 

442 

181 

105 

714 

229 

18 

11 

1 

6 

65,997 

25,088 

28,708 

1,160 

1,048 

442 

181 

Total     . . 

1,121 

124,197 

1,078 

122,619 

Imports. 

Af^ain  there  is  a  very  marked  increase  in  the  value  of  goods  imported. 
Ill  1873  the  total  value  was  113,500/.  In  1874  it  was  157,200/.,  whilst 
in  1875  it  has  mounted  up  to  275,600/.,  showing  an  increase  in  two 
years  of  considerably  more  than  100  per  cent.  In  1876  the  value  of 
British  manufactures  imported  has  been  more  than  double  that  of 
1874. 
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Value  of  Imports  during  the  Tear  1875. 

British  cloth  manufacture! 127,000 

Foreign              „                      28,000 

Colonial  produce           12,000 

Tobacco 9,600 

Brass 8.600 

Iron         6,600 

Spirits  and  wine 6,000 

Earthenware 1,200 

Planks  and  other  timber          6,000 

Combustibles 2,600 

Beans 1,200 

Rice        6,000 

Provisions          12,000 

Wool 4,000 

Baracans..         .. 15,000 

Hides 2,000 

Oil           7,000 

Raw  silk ,  8,000 

Sundries 20,000 

Total       276,600 


Ml 


Exports. 

The  exports  of  1875,  though  scarcely  so  large  in  the  total  value  as 
those  of  1874,  show  considerable  diversity  as  compared  with  that  year. 

In  esparto,  ostrich  feathers,  ivory,  and  eomo  other  articles,  there  has 
been  an  increase,  whilst  in  barley,  butter,  madder  root,  and  gold  dust, 
there  has  been  a  decrease,  and  notably  so  in  gold  dust. 

The  trade  in  esparto  continues  to  increase,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
the  population  generally.  The  feather  trade  also  would  appear  to  be 
steadily  assuming  larger  proportions,  new  sources  of  supply  being 
gradually  opened  up  in  the  interior.  Ostrich  feathers  are  brought  to 
market  at  tliis  port  from  Timbuctoo,  Housa,  Borun,  and  Wadai,  those 
from  Timbuctoo  being  considered  the  finest.  The  breed  of  birds  in  the 
difierent  regions  is  the  same,  but  the  quality  of  the  feathers  appears  to 
be  affected  considerably  by  the  soil,  food,  and  climate  of  the  district 
frequented  by  the  birds.  The  feathers  from  the  three  former  regions 
are  brought  to  Q-hadames  by  the  agents  of  Ghadamseese  merchants,  and 
thence  to  Tripoli  by  the  merchants  themselves ;  those  from  Wadai,  a 
market  of  the  interior  lately  opened  up,  are  brought  by  way  of  Fezzan, 
and  sometimes  Benghasi,  by  Tripoli  merchants.  Those  from  Housa 
are  brought  here  and  sold  in  the  skin,  then  plucked  and  sorted  into 
bundles,  according  to  quality,  by  the  exporters.  Eeathers  from  other 
parts  of  the  interior  are  generally  brought  down  and  sold  in  balk,  then 
sorted  before  exportation. 

The  whole  of  the  feathers  are  exported  to  London  and  Paris. 
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Valux  of  Ezporti  during  the  Year  1875. 

£ 

Ostoieli  fMthen 126»000 

iTory 6e,000 

Eepiurio  graag 192,500 

Wheat lOMOO 

Barley 28,800 

Butter 14,000 

DateB 8,500 

Hats       4,000 

Natron MOO 

Sponges 250 

Qolddost           6^000 

Hadderroot 1,000 

Woollen  mann&ctores 7,000 

Oranges 1|800 

Soap        1,000 

Salt         7,000 

Sundries 15,000 

Total       508,250 

AeBICULTlTBE. 

The  crops  for  the  year  under  consideration  have  yielded  a  &ir 
average,  and  thus  far  the  prospects  for  the  coming  year  are  good. 

Public  Wobks. 

A  large  concrete  pier  for  the  shipping  of  esparto  is  in  course  of 
construction,  and  will  be  completed  in  the  spring,  which  will,  while  it 
lasts,  prove  a  great  facility  for  this  branch  of  trade.  It  has  been  made 
at  an  exorbitant  cost,  though  very  indifferently  coDstructed;  and,  it  is 
feared,  will  not  prove  durable. 

Tripoli,  Barbary,  December  31, 1875. 
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SUSA. 

Bepori  hy  Vice-Oomul  Dupuis  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Suea 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

SHippnra  AiTD  Nayioation. 

Thb  following  tables  exhibit  the  nationality  and  tonnage  of  vessels 
of  all  nations  entered  and  cleared  at  the  ports  on  this  coast  during  the 
year  1875,  and  values  of  cargoes  inwards  and  outwards  :— 


Port  of  Susa. 


EDtered. 

Clearea. 

NattODAlity. 

Value 

Talue 

Vetteli. 

Tone. 

of 
Gargoee. 

VeMela. 

Toni. 

of 
Gargoee. 

"■ 

« 

£ 

Brtttsh       

60 

12,287 

20,907 

60 

12,287 

€3,ftU 

French       

10 

1,188 

889 

10 

1,180 

23,919 

lUdiwi       

806 

19,072 

10,758 

808 

19,072 

100,971 

Greek        

8 

1,888 

*.. 

1,788 

lR,e67 

Svedirti      

t 

848 

848 

3,700 

TontftAn 

10 

945 

1,800 

10 

945 

2,400 

Jeraealem  flag     

11 

1,276 

6,747 

11 

1,276 

1,500 

Dutch        

1 

815 

815 

1,078 

Spviish      

I 

882 

... 

832 

1,700 

Total 

401 

88,096 

89,091 

401 

88,096 

816,441 

Poet  of  Monastir. 


Enteral. 

Cleared. 

MatloMUty. 

Veeieto. 

Ton. 

Valae 

of 

Cargoei. 

Veaeeli. 

Tool. 

Valae 

of 

Cargoei. 

BrtttHk       

Frondi       

Greek         .  ... 

88 

27 
16 

1 

8,794 

1,138 

1,888 

206 

8,962 

850 

2,165 

88 

27 
16 

1 

a»794 

Tim 

1,888 
206 

42,445 
7,215 
8.220 

5;aoo 

Total 

77 

7,026 

6,977 

77 

7,026 

56,080 

Mr.  Consular  Agent  Gturcia  reports  that  the  direct  trade  at  his  port 
increased  during  the  past  year,  wnen  thirteen  shipments  of  oil  were 
made  to  the  United  Kingdom,  whereas  there  were  only  eight  the  year 
before. 
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FoBT  of  Mehdia. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Katiooality. 

Yeesdi. 

Tom. 

Value 

of 

Cargoes. 

Veisels. 

Tons. 

Value 

of 

Cargoes. 

British       

Italian        

Tunisian     

Austrian     

Frenoh       

9 
18 
16 
6 
8 

2,268 
826 
086 
880 
826 

266 
800 
670 

8 
18 
16 
6 
8 

2,026 
826 
986 
880 
826 

C 

26,678 

766 

9,000 

4,600 

2,686 

Total 

47 

4,274 

1,626 

46 

4,048 

42,688 

PoBTofSfax, 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Kationali^. 

Value 

Value 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

of 
Cargoes. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

of 
Cargoes. 

£ 

« 

British       

70 

12,660 

64,100 

62 

12,160 

6^400 

French       

9 

1,128 

676 

9 

1,128 

8,610 

Tunisian     

217 

4,969 

16,410 

217 

4.989 

19,840 

Italian        

129 

9,607 

16,660 

129 

9,607 

19,461 

Ottoman     

44 

1,626 

4,778 

44 

1,626 

4,814 

7 

492 

4,400 

7 

492 

4,100 

Greek        .J     

1 

16 

1 

16 

... 

Total 

477 

80,866 

96,008 

469 

29,986 

121,216 

Mr.  OoDsular  Agent  Carleton  reports  that  British  imports  at  Sfax 
show  no  increase  during  the  past  year  over  the  results  obtained  in  the 
year  before,  owing  to  the  greatly  diminished  demand  for  British  manu^ 
factures  on  the  Algerian  frontier;  whilst  the  Italian  shipping  and 
imports  show  a  considerable  increase.  This  he  attributes  to  the 
Bubattino's  line  of  steamers  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  and  to  the 
number  of  Sicilian  craft  engaged  in  the  sponge  &hery  for  French 
houses. 

ToTXLB,  British  and  Foreign,  for  all  the  Ports  in  1875. 


Entered. 

Cleand. 

Ports. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value 

of 

Cargoes. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value 

of 

Cargoes. 

Susifc- 

British    

roreign  ...       ...       ...       ... 

Monastir— 

British    ... 

Foreign 

Mebdia- 

British    

Foreign 

«hz- 

British    

Foreign 

60 
861 

88 
44 

9 
88 

70 
407 

12,287 
26,869 

8,794 
8,282 

2,268 
2,016 

12,660 
17,816 

£ 

20,907 
18,144 

8,962 
8,016 

lV626 

64,100 
41,908 

60 
861 

88 

44 

8 
88 

62 

407 

12,287 
26,869 

8,794 
8,288 

2,026 
2.016 

12,160 
17,826 

68,611 
162,980 

42,446 
16,686 

26,678 
17,090 

66,400 
66,811 

Grand  total 

1,002 

79,762 

148,661 

998 

79,160 

488,404 
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Prom  the  foregoing,  it  results  that  the  British  import  trade  along 
this  coast  (from  Malta  alone)  for  the  past  jear,  exceeds  that  of  other 
nationalities  taken  together  by  14,279/.,  and  only  falls  short  of  them  by 
44,536/.  in  the  exports.  From  these  tables  it  will  also  be  seen  that  at 
the  port  of  Sfax  the  values  of  British  imports  and  exports  exceed  those 
at  the  port  of  Susa.  This  may  be  accounted  for  in  the  regular  traffic 
kept  up  between  it  and  Malta,  and  in  the  number  of  esparto  vessels 
which  came  there  during  the  past  year  owing  to  the  shabba  grass 
having  been  found  suitable  to  the  British  market. 

British  import  trade  on  this  coast,  as  I  have  on  other  occasions 
pointed  out,  is  solely  conducted  by  colonial  vessels.  It  does  not  show 
as  favourably  as  it  might  from  the  fact,  also  noted  by  me,  that  mauy 
of  the  regular  traders  had  assumed  the  misty  Jerusalem  flag.  The  con- 
sequence is,  that  a  great  part  of  the  cotton  goods,  sugars,  coffee, 
spirits,  and  other  articles  from  Malta  come  under  that  flag.  This  also 
proportionately  affects  the  exports  and  influences  the  total  results. 

Vessels  that  figure  in  the  return  sheets  as  ''Entered  in  Ballast," 
belong  to  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  come  for  oil  or  espart  > 
cargoes  from  Italian  or  Greek  ports  after  shipping  casks  or  taking  in 
iron  ore  at  the  former,  and  lead  at  the  latter  ports.  The  greater  part 
are  chartered  by  Messrs.  Perry,  Bury,  and  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  and  during 
the  last  year  they  shipped  44,662  mettals  of  oil  and  5,751  tons  of  grass 
to  England,  valued  at  87,412/.  and  88,793/.  respectively,  from  these 
shores. 

The  heavy  tonnage  seen  in  the  returns  of  the  coasting  trade  is  due 
to  the  Italian  steam  boat  which  plies  between  Tunis  and  Sfax,  touching 
at  intermediate  ports.  The  placing  of  the  boat  on  the  coast  has  been 
found  to  pay  very  well,  notwithstanding  that  by  maintainiug  high 
freights  she  keeps  up  a  competition  with  the  coastal  caravan  and 
carriage  passenger  traffic  between  the  ports  and  the  capital,  which  she 
might  easily  destroy  by  lowering  them.  There  have  been  several  pro- 
jects for  putting  a  British  boat  on  the  line  to  touch  at  Malta  and  other 
points,  but  they  have  all  fallen  through. 

TbADE  Aim  COMHEBCI. 

The  trade  generally  that  passes  through  the  port  of  Susa  exceeds 
that  at  any  other  on  this  coast,  excepting,  of  course,  that  at  the  port  of 
Tunis,  and  of  late  years  that  of  Sfax  in  the  case  only  of  British  manu- 
factured goods.  This  town  being  further  removed  from  the  capital, 
acts  independently  of  it,  and  has  a  field  of  its  own,  whereas  Susa,  from 
its  propinquity,  shares  it  in  a  great  measure  with  Tunis,  where  the 
principal  portion  of  the  foreign  goods  which  reach  it  are  destined  to  be 
transported  by  caravans  in  most  cases  to  Karuan  and  Susa,  to  be  dis- 
tributed amongat  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  interior.  Susa  is  to  be 
regarded  more  in  the  light,  as  far  as  trade  is  concerned,  of  an  Italiau 
port,  for  its  commercial  relations  are  more  with  Italy  than  at  the  other 
ports.    This  may  be  seen  in  the  amount  of  her  exports. 

IlCPOBTS. 

The  value  of  imports  here  during  the  past  year  shows  a  considerable 
decrease,  but  only  in  so  far  as  regards  that  portion  of  it  which  is 
foreign;  in  the  British  there  is  a  considerable  increase  visible.  Cut 
stones,  glazed  bricks,  deals,  earthenware,  and  700  broken-down  mules, 
donkeys,  and  horses,  were  all  ^at  was  imported  from  Italy,  or  rather 
Sicily,  of  any  importance. 
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Cotton  Oooda. — ^The  cotton  gooda  in  ckief  demand  are  the  ^'  Malti/' 
or  teaclotbfl,  and  ''  Inglesa,*'  or  calico.  There  ia  also  a  good  demand 
for  prints. 

Oqff'ee, — ^The  coffee  consumed  in  the  country  is  chiefly  Brazilian,  and 
fetches  190  pias.  the  cantar  of  100  lbs. 

Sugam. — ^There  is  but  little  demand  for  loaf  sugar,  crushed  from 
Holland  and  Belgium,  and  moist  from  England  is  that  consumed.  The 
first  fetches  76  pias.,  and  the  moist  finds  a  ready  sale  at  55  pias.  the 
cantar. 

Biee. — ^Yery  small  quantities  of  rice  are  imported,  the  natires  being 
more  used  to  rarinaceous  food ;  cost,  27  pias.  the  cantar. 

Fetroleum. — Petroleum  is  in  increasing  demand,  the  natives  be- 
coming aware  of  its  superiority  for  bumins  purposes  to  the  oil  of  the 
oount^  hitherto  used,  and  its  cheapness  bemg  another  inducement; 
25  pifts.  is  the  price  per  box  in  the  market. 

8h^,  Sardware,  &la$9ware,  Ckmdles,  Leather,  Drugs,  and  Spieee 
come  by  way  of  Tunis. 

EXPOBTS. 

The  exports  of  Susa  during  the  past  year,  compared  with  those  of 
the  year  preceding  it,  show  a  great  deficit  in  their  relative  values,  due 
to  tne  few  shipments  of  grain  made  from  the  poorness  of  the  grain 
crops  of  the  past  year.  The  British  portion  of  it,  however,  shows  an 
increase  of  9,670/.  This  is  due  to  the  jreater  quantity  of  oil  which 
left  this  port  for  the  Fnited  Kingdom.  The  value  of  the  quantities  of 
oil  and  esparto,  the  only  two  articles  which  are  shipped  home,  during 
the  years  of  my  residence  here  have  been  as  follows :— > 


Years. 

OU. 

Biparto. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Talue. 

1872      .. 
1878      .. 

1874  . . 

1875  .. 

MettalB. 
19,058 
21,619 
18,789 
88,495 

£ 

17,000 
18,959 
15,907 
26,097 

Tona. 
4,908 
5,957 
8,791 

5,400 

£ 

19,600 
27,959 
17,991 
26,000 

The  prices  for  these  two  articles  ranged  as  follows  during  the  course 
of  the  year :— 


Oil. 

PerMettal. 

Free  on  Board. 

lat  quality,  or  **  Lanyaanie  "    . . 
2nd     „      or^Maasery"        .. 

Piaatrea. 
22  to  29 
20     28 

Piaatiea. 
28  to  85 
26      84 

Esparto  10  pias.  per  cantar,  or  12  pias.  free  on  board. 

Sides,  which  are  generaUy  shipped  to  R»nce,  were  last  year  sent 
to  Malta.  This  article,  though  never  in  large  quantities,  hardily  figures 
on  the  books  at  the  customs,  out  seems  to  vanish  from  the  country  to- 
gether with  skins,  no  one  knows  how.   Current  value,  150  pias.  per  cantar. 

7F(;o7.— Little  has  been  done  in  wools  as  only  small  quantities  reach 
the  coast,  and  they  are  barely  sufficient  to  meet  the  increasing  demand 
for  it  for  the  woollen  stuffs  of  the  country. 
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So(^. — By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  soap  manufactured  on  the 
coast  goes  to  Tunis,  but  some  was  shipped  during  the  past  year  to 
Malta,  Leghorn,  and  Marseilles.  It  fluctuates  between  50  and  ^^  pias. 
per  cantar  in  the  market. 

Wheat  and  Barley, — As  before  mentioned,  less  wheat  and  barley 
were  shipped  to  Europe  in  1875  than  in  1874.  In  1874  the  harvest  was 
good,  the  quantity  then  shipped  to  Italy  by  the  small  Italian  craft, 
amounted  to  31,995  imperial  quarters,  and  to  Malta  2,705  of  wheat, 
and  13,114  imperial  quarters  of  barley  between  France,  Italy,  and 
Malta.  But  during  the  year  just  closed,  owing  to  the  mediocrity  of 
the  harvest,  only  9,760  of  the  one,  and  15,212  imperial  quarters  of  the 
other  left  this  port,  and  produced  the  deficit  alluded  to.  Average  price 
of  wheat,  180  piaS.  per  cafis ;  average  price  of  barley,  77  pias.  per 
cafis. 

Baas  and  Bones. — Little  was  done  in  ra^  and  bones.  The  former 
fetched  10  and  the  latter  7  pias.  per  cantar  m  the  market. 

Ageicultube. 

The  rainfidl  in  the  early  part  of  last  year  was  small,  and  proved  in- 
sufficient; it  is  true  there  were  some  later  falls,  but  thev  were  too 
tardy  to  soften  the  already  hardened  ground,  and  much  of  the  seed  was 
lost.  During  this  latter  rain  some  injury  was  done  to  the  olive  trees  in 
this  neighbourhood  by  the  occurrence  of  an  extraordinary  fall  of  hail, 
but  fortunately  of  short  duration,  otherwise  the  destruction  would  have 
been  serious.  The  storm  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  June.  It  com- 
menced by  a  fail  of  ordinary  sized  hailstones,  wnich  gradually  attained 
the  t^ize  of  a  hen's  egg  and  that  of  a  closed  fist,  jagged  masses  of 
common  hail  frozen  together.  Three  I  measured  were  2;^,  2^,  and  2 
inches  through.  The  passage  of  the  storm  over  the  town  was  only 
marked  by  the  breaking  of  almost  every  window  pane  in  the  place,  and 
created  a  brief  panic  when  the  masses  were  seen  accumulating  on  the 
roofs  of  the  houses. 

The  prospects  of  this  year's  harvest  I  regret  to  say  are  not  as 
promising  as  could  be  desired,  as  the  quantity  of  rain  hitherto  fallen  is 
insufficient ;  and  it  is  with  some  apprebension  that  the  farmers  look  at 
the  serenity  of  the  sky  overhead. 

SuPPLBMENTiLET. 

The  exceptional  circumstance  of  attention  being  drawn  to  tliose 
shores  by  a  project  of  submerging  the  region  of  Djerid  by  means  of  a 
canal  at  Gabes,  and  so  creating  an  inland  sea — a  project  as  gigantic,  it 
is  conceived,  as  it  is  original — and  the  visit  of  a  scientific  commission* 
during  the  past  year  to  the  scene  of  the  proposed  cutting,  suggest  the 
introduction  of  the  subject  in  my  report.  The  project  is  based  upon 
n  fact  clearly  recorded,  viz.,  the  presence  of  water  in  the  form  of  lakes 
in  the  line  of  the  great  depressions,  and  upon  the  presumption  that 
these  lakes  were  themselves  but  the  residue  of  some  vaster  body  of 
water  or  inland  sea  which  disappeared  at  a  still  earlier  dato  from  tlie 
surface,  owing  it  is  conjectured  to  the  formation  of  an  isthmus  at  Gabes 
which  cut  it  off  from  the  Mediterranean  with  which  it  was  connected. 

The  recent  surveys,  though  they  reject  the  idea  of  any  connection 
with  the  Mediterranean  having  existed — a  hasty  conclusion  based  upon 
mere  inferiority  of  level  to  that  of  the  sea — would  seem  to  endorse  tlie 
fact  of  all  the  region  having  been  under  water.     Indeed,  had  there 

*  The  ezpediiion  was  composed  of  tho  Marquis  of  Aaiinori,  Baron  Castelnuovo 
Colonel  Galvaoi,  and  others. 
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existed  a  connection,  it  is  presumable  that  more  than  tbe  mwe  incidental 
reference  would  have  come  down  to  us  regarding  so  largo  an  arm  of 
the  sea,  as  in  that  case  it  would  have  been,  indenting  the  land,  and 
therefore  available  for  the  purposes  of  war  or  commerce  by  the  ancients. 
The  results  obtained  prove  that  the  sands  are  of  but  secondary  im- 
portance on  the  isthmus,  which  is  chiefly  composed  of  alternate  strata 
of  grey  quartz  and  ferruginous  freestone,  which  rise  at  an  angle  of 
sixty  degrees  and  lie  over  another  stratum  of  chalk.  This  excludes  all 
notion,  therefore,  of  any  choking  up  of  an  early  passage  for  the  waters. 
M.  Futch,  who  also  surveyed  the  spot  the  preceding  year,  tells  us  that, 
"La  depression  Saharienne  a  toujours  constitu6  un  lac  sal6,  le  lac 
Triton  d'Herodote,  dont  Tongine  est  identique  avec  celle  de  tous  les 
lacs  analogues,  chots  ou  Sebhats  disperses  dans  le  sud  de  TAl^^rie  et 
de  la  Tunisie.  La  prt^sence  de  Teau  dans  la  depression  Sahanenne  a 
coincide  avec  I'existence  de  grand  courses  d'eau  dans  la  roSme  region. 
Elle  doit  comme  ces  demiers  son  existence  a  une  |)6riode  de  erande 
humidite  et  en  g^n^ral  h  un  ensemble  de  conditions  climateriques 
distinctes  des  conditions  actuelles."  No  reference  is  made  to  waters 
in  the  depressions  by  Arab  writers,  probably  on  account  of  their  insigni- 
ficance, at  the  date  of  their  conquest,  but  the  name  given  to  them  is 
very  significant,  as  will  be  seen ;  yet  all  unite  in  describing  this  country 
as  having  been  verv  wooded,  but  state  that  the  wood  was  all  cut  down 
to  facilitate  the  subjection  of  the  tribes,  who,  for  upwards  of  a  centuiy 
after,  fought  desperately  for  their  independence,  as  well  as  during  their 
own  intemeciae  wars  which  followed.  According  to  them,  the  regency 
was  well  supplied  with  streams  and  with  abundance  of  water,*  a  state- 
ment itself  in  harmony  with  the  notion  of  a  degree  of  atmospheric 
humidity  conducive  to  luxuriant  vegetation  and  presupposing  the  cause 
which  alone  could  bring  it  about. 

Whole  regions  therefore  now  condemned  to  sterility,  with  save 
perhaps  an  oasis  here  and  there,  were  formerly  rich  in  pastures  and 
interspersed  with  towns. 

The  desert  which  has  gradually  extended  in  regions  lying  between 
Tripoli  and  Egypt  until  it  has  reached  the  sea,  covering  districts  once 
fertile,  and  burving  Egyptian  ruins,  has,  beyond  a  doubt,  similarly 
encroached  on  the  Tunisian  southern  frontier  between  it  and  Tripoh. 
The  diminished  heights  and  lowering  of  the  Atlas,  let  in  the  sands 
driven  by  every  southerly  wind,  notably  by  the  periodical  south  and 
south-east  winds,  to  which  the  more  elevated  ana  uniform  heights  of 
the  mountain  system  oppose  a  formidable  barrier  in  more  favoured 
Barbary  States  westward.  In  Morocco,  especially,  these  same  winds 
are  so  tempered  in  their  passage  across  trio  intervening  heights,  as 
hardly  to  be  recognized  as  the  same  which  here  dry  up  and  parch  the 
land  in  summer.  Their  action  upon  the  sands  accumulated  bv  them  nt 
the  foot  of  and  in  the  passes  of  the  mountains  southward,  where  they 
sink  into  the  plain,  is  the  same  as  that  seen  at  street  corners,  but  on  a 
lar^e  scale,  and  the  sands  are  whirled  and  spread  over  the  southern  pro* 
rovmces.  Another  form  of  this  indraught  and  encroachment  is  seen 
in  the  winds  which  predominate  during  the  fall  of  the  vear,  and  fill  the 
air  with  a  minute  and  impalpable  sand.f    On  examining  collections  of 

*  Abunagi  and  Ibn  Khardoom  relate  that  when  Abdullah-ben  Saad-ben-Aby- 
Sareb,  who  beaded  the  invading  annies  daring  the  Calipbat  of  Othman,  entored  the 
regency  "be  found  it  tMckly  populated ;  tbe  larger  towns  at  short  intervals,  and  tbe 
saoAller  ones  abowing  picturesquely  white  tbrougb  tbe  trees.  Water,  they  add,  was 
seen  everywhere  on  tbe  surface,  and  streams  meandered  throughout  tbe  land,  which 
was  extraordinarily  fertile  in  pastures  and  in  seed  sown." 

t  It  is  this  wind,  known  here  as  tbe  "  Sbeely,"  and  in  Egypt  as  tbe  '-  Khamseer," 
wbieb  is  so  ii\)urious  to  tbe  sigbt^  sad  tbe  cause  of  much  opbihi^mia  in  ths  ooantiy. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


busjl  94i9 

sand  of  any  magnitude,  they  will  all  be  found  compofled  of  that  which 
is  very  fine,  whilst  that  around  and  in  the  Talleys  generally  is  coarse ; 
the  one  being  foreim  or  sands  drifted  from  long  aistances,  and  the 
other  indigenous  or  formed  on  the  spot. 

It  may  therefore  be  presumed  that  the  disappearance  of  the  waters 
in  question  is  due  to  the  encroachment  of  the  desert,  caused  by  the 
action  of  these  winds  during  a  long  succession  of  centuries,  aided  by 
absorption  and  by  evaporation  occasioned  by  the  presence  of  the  vast 
scorching  desert  to  which  their  own  southern  aspect  left  them  fully 
exposed.  To  these  causes  also  may  be  added  the  substances  brought 
down  by  streams,  which  by  all  accounts  were  many,  diminishing  the 
depths,  narrowiog  the  margins,  and  spreading  the  waters,  thereby 
helping  in  the  work  of  desiccation,  accelerated  moreover  by  a  decrease 
in  the  pluvial  supplies  consequent  on  the  disappearance  of  medisDval 
forest.  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  drving  up  of  many  of  the 
streams  here,  as  elsewhere  in  Barbary,  being  due  to  the  clearing  away 
of  forest,  whether  in  the  plains  or  in  the  highlands,  by  the  Arabs  on 
their  conquest  and  after.  The  consequence,  is  that  the  periodical  rains 
which  at  an  earlier  date  fertilized  the  country,  are  replaced  by  heavier, 
but  rarer  falls,  the  waters  of  which  rush  down  the  slopes  and  disappear 
in  the  sands  or  mix  with  the  noxious  waters  of  the  lagoons,  as  is  the  case 
here,  ere  they  penetrate  and  saturate  the  soil  to  any  depth.  The  action 
of  these  passmg  waters  is  seen  in  a  washing  away  of  earth  and  exposure 
of  naked  rock  on  all  the  "  Hamayed  "  or  elevated  lands,  hill  sides,  and 
ravines. 

When  it  is  considered  that  this  regency  is  a  lake  country,  and  that 
recent  discoveries  have  brought  to  lieht  similar  vast  sheets  of  water  in 
Africa,  the  idea  of  an  inland  sea  having  existed  may  not  seem  so 
startling  to  us. 

The  depression  in  common  with  the  lakes  are  known  here  as 
*'Sbakhi"  (marshes),  in  Algeria  they  are  called  "Shtoot"  (shores)* 
and  the  inference  is,  that  at  the  date  of  the  Arab  conquest,  indications 
of  recent  retirement  of  water  were  unmistakeable.  They  are  low  lying 
wastes  of  sand  where  crystallization  of  salt  abounds  mingled  with  the 
minutest  particles  of  shell,  in  some  places  marshy,  in  others  dry,  and 
often  conceal  treacherous  quicksands.  The  most  westerly  and  the 
largest  "Melrir,"  accordine  to  French  spelling  of  the  word,  occupies  an 
area  estimated  at  about  450  square  miles ;  the  next  "  Salem  "t  followed 
by  **  Ohavsa,"  "  Oheruis,"  and  "  Fejij,"  X  ^^®  i^ost  easterly  and  reaching 
to  within  15  miles  of  Gabes. 

With  reference  to  relics  of  commercial  enterprize  after  the  destruc- 
tion of  Carthage,  if  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  export  of  com  for 
Bome  and  her  garrisons  be  excepted,  there  is  little  to  show  that  any  en- 
couragement was  afforded.  In  place  of  a  policy  that  had  raised  Carthage 
to  its  spleudour  on  the  Phoenician  model,  Bome  seems  but  to  have  con- 
sulted the  grandeur  of  an  edifice  calculated  to  shed  but  lusti'e  on  her 
own  name.  This  is  more  obvious  in  North  Africa  than  elsewhere  in  con- 
templating the  crumbling  ruins,  traceable  in  many  places  even  below 
the  present  level  of  the  sea,  and  spread  throughout  the  country,  at 
Eldjem,  Sbeitla,  Sbiba,  Cabodia,  Mehdia,  Dimas,  along  the  shores  of  the 
Minor  Syrtis,  at  Lebda,  at  the  Cynephus,  along  the  Syrtis  Major, 
besides  in  less  familiar  places.    It  seems  at  this  age,  in  view  of  the 

*  These  words  are  given  in  the  plural ;  in  the  smgular  they  are  respective! j 
"Sebkba  "*  and  "Shutt,'^on  French  maps  apelt  *'  Chott.^ 

t  Safety. 

i  Dread.  It  ia  here  where  the  qoicksands  appear,  and  where  caravans,  in 
deriatlng  from  a  beaten  track,  are  apt  tobe  engolfed. 
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subsequent  degradation  of  Africa,  almost  a  question  whether  the  change 
from  a  system  which  sheltered  commerce  and  industry  to  one  of  another 
order,  estabUshed  by  a  strictly  military  race,  was  an  advantage  to  the 
nations  and  tribes  of  the  Barbary  States  and  to  their  descendants  or 
not. 

In  regard  to  ruins,  I  cannot  help  reverting  to  Eldjem  and  its 
amphitheatre  as  being  the  most  perfect,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
most  promising  in  results  to  the  antiquarian.  Eldjem,  the  Thysdrns  of 
the  ancients,  is  where  Gordian  the  eider  was  raised  to  the  purple,  a 
£Eict  brought  forward  hj  Shaw,  to  show  the  importance  of  the  nlace  at 
that  period.  The  amphitheatre  probably  was  erected  to  reward  tne  city. 
Its  greatest  diameter  is  about  432  feet  hy  146  feet.  Three  tiers  of 
arcades  are  surmounted  by  an  attic,  total  height  100  feet.  There  being 
no  vestiges  left  of  seats,  they  must  have  been  of  wood,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Coliseum  in  its  early  days,  or  that  the  edifice  was  never  com- 

Eleted.    T  subjoin  the  following  inscription  found  there,  as  I  believe  it 
as  not  been  mtherto  copied : — 

LAXLIO  AYBBLIO 

OOMHOnO 
n[PB&l.T0BI8  CiBBA 
filfl.  T-  A3  LH   HADRI 
AKI  AlfTTOKINI 
AYa  Pir.   P.PP. 

D.D.   P.P. 

Several  pieces  of  marble  statuary  have  also  been  found  recently  at 
Susa.  The  most  complete  represents  a  triumph,  life-size,  in  alto-relief, 
a  chariot  drawn  by  lour  horses,  driven  by  a  sovereign  (by  sceptre^ ; 
whilst  another,  a  captive,  crouches  pinioned  behind.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  all  are  without  heads,  and  onlj^^  hind  quarters  of  horses  to  be 
seen.  The  few  following  sites  of  ancient  towns,  with  their  modem 
appellations,  may  not  be  uninteresting. 

Such  as  are  not  distinguishable  under  present  appellation,  hot 
identity  proved  by  inscriptions  found : — 

Akouvt.  MoDiBBr. 

Thyidraa Eldjem.* 

Gigthis        Uenshir  Salem  Bngrar. 

ColoniaScUUtanae..         ..      ...  Henihir  Saadi. 

Saltua  Maasipianus Henahir  Haman. 

Colonia  Sufetana Sbiba.t 

Ad  Caaaa Henahir  fiegar. 

ATittensia  Biba Henahir  Bn  Ftia. 

Turga  or  Tnniga Itenshir  Bushaa. 


*  A  few  years  ago  the  aystematic  destruction  of  the  Amphithaatre  at  this  place, 
for  materials  for  the  conatmction  of  abodes,  was  ordered  to  be  put  a  stop  to  by  the 
Govemment,  but  the  work  of  destraotion  is  still  going  on,  for  the  Sheikh  informed 
me  that  every  villager  at  hia  death  had  a  right  to  one  stone  from  it  for  his  tomb,  and 
that  the  order  had  no  reference  to  this  right  As  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  the  dis- 
placing of  one  stone  in  a  slracture  of  this  nature  will  bring  down  another,  it  is  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  it  has  not  disappeared  altogether^  like  many  othen  in  the 
countrr. 

t  Mention  is  made  of  this  place  by  Arab  writers,  under  the  name  of  Suffetain ;  it 
fell  early  in  the  invasion. 
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Such  as  are  distiiigaishable  under  present  appellation : — 

Anohnt.  MgDxaN. 

Selects Salacta. 

SalinaB        SahliD. 

Keapolifl Kabel. 

Septit  Zamta. 

AdHorrea Hergla. 

Taoape  or  Capia Gerba  (Eabea).* 

Caput  yada Kabondia. 

Capea  Gafisa(Kaf8a).t 

ThuanniB Toazer. 

Thala  Tala.t 

Tooca  l^QKSa. 

Hactaritana Henahir  Macta. 

Clupea         Galibia  (Elibia). 

Thaena         Henahir  Tina. 

Gerba  (ICaninge) Gerba.§ 

Snfietola 8bii]a.|| 

AgaswlNept         Nena«» 

SvoGESTiYB  Names. 

KalaaKbira Large  fortreis. 

KalaaSeghira         Small  fortreas. 

Benyana Buildings. 

Kneis  Churches. 

Ksnr  EUelft  Large  tower  of  new  moon. 

Ksnr-Mirinm         Tower  of  Marj. 

Ksarain  (dual  number)  Two  towers. 
Esur  essaf,  besides  others  too  nomeroos  to  mention. 

In  the  southern  provinces  of  this  regency  the  stream's  which  drain 
the  eastern  slopes  or  the  mountain  system  on  their  approach  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  from  the  coast  are  all  more  or  less  useless  from  being  im- 
pregnated with  salt  from  the  plains  which  they  traverse,  and  only  flow 
durmg  a  few  months  in  extraordinarily  wet  seasons.  There  are,  never-, 
theless,  spots  where  good  water  and  pastures,  scarce  on  all  the  coast,' 

*  There  being  no  letters  in  the  Arabic  to  represent  the  sounds  of  c  and  p,  unless 
k  and  h,  it  is  in  the  written  language  Eabes,  but  pronounced  Gabes. 

t  See  preceding  note,  Bell.,  Jug.,  clxxzix. 

t  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  town  wjtere,  according  to  Sallust,  Jugurtha  first  shut 
himself  up  with  bis  ireasuree,  but  afterwards  abandoned  it  and  the  inhabitants  to  the 
mercy  of  the  Romans,  who  rather  than  fall  into  their  hands  set  fire  to  their  city  and 
I>eri8hed  in  the  flames. 

§  M.  Gulrin,  in  his  archaeological  work,  cites  the  following  passage  from  Aurelius 
Victor  Ept.  to  prove  that  the  idand  early  in  the  third  century  was  known  under  ita 
present  name : — 

*'  Creati  in  insula  Maninge 
Qu88  nunc  Gerba  appellatur." 

il  The  first  town  in  the  regency  that  fell  in  the  invasion,  after  a  bloody  battle 
fought  between  the  Arabs  and  the  Patriarch  Gregory,  who  through  the  weakness  of 
the  Byzantine  Court  and  the  disorders  of  that  period  had  rendered  himself  maeter  of 
nearly  all  Africa.  According  to  Ibn  Ehardoom,  Gregory  had  assembled  120,000 
men  to  oppose  the  Arabs,  who  with  only  20,000  defeated  him. 

••  There  appeai^to  haye  been  two  places  of  this  name,  and  Agassel  given  to  one  to 
distinguish  it  from  the  other.  It  owes  its  name  probably  from  the  large  quantities  of 
the  ghassul  found  in  the  neighbourhood  (the  algazul  of  the  Spaniards).  The  tL&hea  of 
this  plant  are  much  used  in  the  manufacture  of  soap,  an  article  for  which  this  country 
once  was  noted.  Ghassul  is  deriyed  from  aghsel  yeghsel,  to  wash,  in  Arabic  and  in 
other  early  dialects. 

ft  Names  beginning  with  Gsur  or  Ksur  (see  note  on  sound  of  k  and  g)  are  many, 
and  may  signify  a  palace,  castle,  tower,  or  large  public  building.  To  my  mind  it  is 
a  corruption  in  another  form  of  the  Roman  Castrum. 
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are  to  be  found ;  but  these  are  inland  and  closer  to  the  hills,  where  the 
streams,  ere  they  become  vitiated  or  are  lost  in  the  sands,  irrigate  and 
fertilize  the  country.  We  are  apt  to  regret  the  loss  of  waters  which 
disappear  in  the  sands,  yet  they  are  less  to  be  regretted,  as  the  Arabs 
say,  than  those  which  run  into  the  sea.  By  an  all-wise  provision  of 
nature,  though  lost  to  the  eye,  such  waters  generally  percolate  through 
sands,  fertilize  regions  they  traverse,  and  then  settle  in  lower  depres- 
sions on  a  subsoil,  and  give  rise  to  oases.  Here  they  lio  protected 
by  their  covering  of  sand,  and  last  longer  than  on  the  surface.  The 
permeation  of  water  through  sand  is  evident  from  many  streams  dis- 
appearing and  then  re-appearing  on  the  surface.  In  this  way  there  are 
here  sandy  tracts  of  land  apparently  worthless  to  which  the  native 
gives  preference,  because  experience  has  taught  him  that  these  will 
retain  perpetual  verdure  without  irrigation,  whilst  a  more  loamy  and 
apparently  rich  soil  without  it  will  become  dry  and  parched  up  during 
the  heats  of  summer.  There  is  another  singularity  in  regard  to  sub- 
soil deposits,  peculiar,  I  believe,  to  this  country,  where  two  strata  of 
water  are  superposed,  yet  unmixed,  the  one  salt  and  the  other  sweet, 
the  latter  uppermost.  Many  wells  in  places  where  this  occurs  are 
abandoned  on  becoming  salt  until  the  ensuing  season,  when  it  results 
that  the  rainfall  filters  through  the  surface,  and  gently  settles  unmixed 
on  the  salt  water  beneath.  It  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  numerous 
ruins  of  cisterns  that  sweet  water  has  always  been  scarce  on  the  coast, 
and  must  have  been  brought  by  waterways  or  aqueducts,  of  which  there 
are  traces.  These  might  have  suggested  to  the  Arab  invaders  and  to 
their  improvident  descendants  the  need  of  the  coast ;  but  according  to 
their  own  authors  they  seemed  but  to  have  destroyed  and  preyed  upon 
the  laud  for  many  centuries,  and  their  successors  inheriting  the  apathy 
and  inertia  common  to  the  race,  were  proof  against  the  exertion  of 
restoring  what  their  predecessors  had  undone.  Those  of  our  day, 
though  they  may  not  wantonly  destroy,  never  repair,  and  allow  all  to 
fall  to  decay.  I  doubt  not  the  early  invaders  drank  the  waters  of 
.  Zaguan  at  the  capital  brought  by  the  Eoman  aqueduct,  but  when  it 
ceased  to  come  they  did  without  it,  until  the  accession  of  the  present 
more  enlightened  ruler.  But  even  now  all  improvements,  of  wnatever 
nature,  commence  and  end  in  Tunis.  In  tne  towns  on  the  coast 
matters  stand  almost  as  they  did  a  century  ago,  and  the  inland  pro- 
vinces, as  in  the  days  of  old,  are  occupied  by  thinly-spread  tented 
tribes.  Hence  the  very  imperfect  hotion  of  the  country  carried  away' 
by  the  tourist  who  only  visits  the  capital.  Indeed  it  would  appear  as 
if  to  it  the  rest  of  the  regency  was  only  worth  having  for  what  is  to  bo 
drawn  from  it,  and  that  at  the  smallest  cost. 

If  Tunis  be  the  political  centre  and  seat  of  Government  and  com- 
merce, Karuan  has  always  been  and  is,  in  the  spirit  of  the  people,  the 
religious  capital,  and  invested  with  a  sort  of  sacred  prestige  from 
having  been  founded  by  Okba,  fostered,  moreover,  in  their  minds 
from  its  never  having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Europeans, — ^a  fact  due 
only,  it  is  superfluous  to  observe,  to  its  inland  position,  but  in  their 
minds  to  the  protecting  power  of  their  all-powerful  saint.  Indis- 
pensable as  the  Jew  has  always  made  himself  to  his  Moslem  ruler,  he. 
as  well  as  the  Christian,  has  never  been  allowed  to  take  up  his  resi- 
dence within  its  w^ls.  It  stands  in  a  vast  dry  and  barren  plain, 
deprived  of  all  sources  of  water,  and  is  often  in  consequence  reduced  to 
great  straits  for  want  of  it.  In  this  respect  very  little  judgment  was 
shown  in  the  selection  of  its  site  for  the  common  centre  of  Maho- 
metanism  in  Africa,  unless  the  assertions  of  their  writers  be  true  that 
the  plain  was  covered  with  thick  forest.    They  relate  many  marvellous 
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le^nds  in  connection  with  the  building  of  the  citj^  One  is  often, 
indeed,  misled  by  their  loye  of  hyperbole  and  figure  of  speech,  yet 
beneath  it  some  truth  may  always  be  found  lurking.  Karuan  is  sup- 
posed to  replace  the  ancient  "Vicus  Augusti,"  the  ruins  of  which  are 
in  its  yicinity  known  as  Sabra,  and  must  have  been  built  with  its 
materials.  The  towns  of  the  present  days,  it  is  worth  observing,  hardly 
erer  occupy  the  exact  site  ot  the  ancient  ones  they  replace,  but  close 
to,  as  if  tne  besieging  Arabs  settling  down  before  the  towns  on  their 
fall  destroyed  them,  and  removed  the  materials  to  build  a  city  on  the 
site  of  their  camp.  Arab  writers,  when  they  record  the  capture  of  a 
city,  always  add,  "it  was  destroyed," 

Karuan  is  the  centre  of  a  large  caravan  trade,  but  of  this  once 
famous  trade  across  the  Sahara,  from  its  oasis  Soudan  and  other 
southern  regions,  there  is  but  very  little  or  none  left.  The  trade  in 
ivory,  feathers,  drugs,  gums,  and  gold  in  small  nuggets  or  in  dust  has 
taken,  during  the  last  half  century  or  more,  an  easterly  and  westerly 
direction,  to  Gadamis  and  Fezran,  or  Tafilelt  and  Tarudant,  and 
scarcely  any  comes  to  this  regency  now. 

Susa,  January,  1876. 


*  Okba  having  ehosen  the  Bite  for  the  new  city,  led  his  troops  to  the  spoti  and 
when  they  expostulated  with  him  saying,  "Would  you  have  us  build  a  city  in  an 
ixnpenetrablo  forest?  How  shall  we  defend  ourselves  from  wild  beasts  of  all  sorts  and 
from  serpents?"  Whereupon  Okba,  whose  power  of  intercession  with  the  Almighty 
was  very  great,  thus  addressed  the  beasts :  '*  0  ye  serpents  and  beasts,  know  that  we 
are  the  companions  of  the  Prophet ;  retire  from  the  place  we  have  cboeen  to  establish 
ourselves  "—when,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  assembled  hosts,  the  wild  beaste  were 
seen  trooping  away. 
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Betvbit  of  Foreign  Shipping  engaged  in  the  Direct  und  Indirect  Trade 
at  the  Fort  of  Sasa  in  1875. 

Ehtibid. 


KaiionaUtyofYesselB. 

Direct  Trade. 

Indirect  Trade. 

Total 

YesseU. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Italian      ,. 
Jerusalem  Flag  . . 
Swedish 

8 
11 

1 

54 

1,276 

469 

•  • 

•  • 

. . 

8 

11 

1 

54 

1,276 

469 

15 

1,880 

. . 

•• 

15 

1,799 

Cleabkd. 


Nationality  of  Vessels. 

Direct  Trade. 

Indirect  Trade. 

Total. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Italian 

French 

Jerusalem  Flag  . . 
Bwedlsh 

4 
2 

11 
1 

1,128 
864 

1,276 
469 

.  • 

4 

2 

11 

1 

1,128 
864 

1,276 
469 

18 

8,287 

• 

•• 

18 

8,287 

Betitbk  of  Shipping  of  each  Nation  employed  in  the  Coasting  Trade  at 
the  Port  of  Susa  in  the  Tear  1875. 


Nationality  of  Vessels. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crewi. 

Italian 

Tunisian 

British 

85 
9 

1 

11,790 

888 

4 

1,580 
84 

4 

85 
7 
1 

11,790 
880 

4 

1,580 
80 

4 

95 

12,682 

1,618 

98 

12,674 

1,614 
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and 
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Gallons     .. 
Barrels      .. 
Cwt. 
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•  • 
Dozen 

Cwt."       .. 
Bales 

] 
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Cotton,  manufactured  goods 

Sug&rs        

Spirits        

Wines         

Rice 

Petroleum 

Hardware 

Earthenware          

Deals          

Mules  and  Donkeys          

Stones  (cut)           

Glazed  Bricks        

Coffee         

Iron 

Stuffs 

<§ 
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TURKEY- 

ADEIANOPLE. 

Beport  hy  Vioe-Chnsul  Ihpuis  an  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  qfAdrianople 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

CoMPARiXG  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  vilayet  of  Adrianople  of 

1874  with  that  of  last  year,  a  difference  is  perceptible  in  the  values  of 
imports  and  exports,  showing  a  slight  increase  in  the  latter  and  a  dimi- 
nution in  the  former. 

Before  entering  into  a  detailed  account  of  the  products,  resourci?', 
and  material  advancement  of  this  district,  it  will  be  necessary  to  state 
that  as  the  local  authorities  do  not  publish  information  on  these  sub- 
jects or  keep  any  reliable  records  for  statistical  purposes,  there  is 
unfortunately  no  authentic  evidence  either  with  regard  to  imports  or 
exports,  or  respecting  the  Agricultural  or  commercial  development  of 
this  province. 

This  absence  has,  however,  to  some  extent,  been  supplied  me  by 
merchants  and  others  engaged  in  agricultural  and  commercial  pursuits, 
which,  without  pretending  to  an  accuracy  so  difficult  in  such  matters, 
may  nevertheless  be  considered  as  representing  a  tolerably  fair  estimate 
of  the  commercial  and  agricultural  activity  of  this  vilayet. 

It  is  equally  difficult  to  acquire  any  very  satisfactory  information 
respecting  the  trade  carried  on  with  Great  Britain,  or  to  distinguish 
British  imports 'and  exports  from  those  of  other  countries;  but  the 
German  vice-consul,  who  is  the  principal  importer  of  manufactured 
goods  from  England,  has  furnished  me  with  an  approximative  statenrent 
under  this  heading. 

Imfobts  jlsd  Exfobts. 

The  total  value  of  imports,  both  British  and  foreign,  into  Adrianople 
last  year  was  estimated  at  about  65,432/.,  whilst  tbe  exports  amounted 
to  some  482,885/. 

The  following  tabular  return  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
quantities  and  value  of  the  principal  imports  and  exports  for  1874  and 

1875  :— 
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Imfobib. 


Articles. 


red, 


Sngar 
Coffee 
Indigo 
Cochineal  .. 
Solder 
Salamoniac 
Spices 

Cotton    twist,    grey, 
blue,  and  white . . 
Sheet  iron  . . 
Rod  and  nail  iron.. 
Nails,  French 
Jjongcloth  and  shirting 
Calicoes  and  madapolam 
Cotton  prints 
Tanjibs  (muslin)    . . 
Wtjollens    . . 
Demi  cottons 
American  blue  linen 
Glassware  ., 
Small  shot . . 
Cloths 
Leather 
Petroleum  . . 
Candles 
American  rum 


Total 


Cwta. 


Pieces 


Cases 

Bags 

Pieces 

Cwts. 

Cases 

M 

Gallons 


1874. 


Quantity. 


4,652 
1,628 
25 
52 
86 
25 
22 

848 

J,130 

2,087 

641 

6,000 

1,000 

000 

2,500 

1,150 

900 

250 

800 

2,500 

600 

220 

12,000 

2,600 

2,000 


Value. 


11,148 

9,300 

1,800 

882 

660 

80 

220 

7,200 

1,610 

2,837 

750 

4,200 

600 

630 

750 

943 

3,062 

412 

960 

487 

6,000 

?,610 

7,800 

2,028 

250 


6i,069 


1876. 


Quantity. 


4,741 
1,59« 
80 
60 
88 
27 
22 

878 

1,081 

2,161 

689 

6,100 

1,150 

950 

2.200 

1,150 

930 

260 

780 

2,700 

510 

220 

12,500 

2,700 

2,200 


Value. 


11,869 

9,760 

1,686 

860 

571 

86 

700 

7,569 

1,640 

2,420 

747 

4,270 

684 

665 

665 

837 

1,106 

423 

897 

4rt5 

6,129 

2,492 

7,250 

2,183 

273 


66,432 


EXFOBTB. 


1874. 

1875. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Hard  and  soft  wheat    . . 

Quarters 

67,402 

165,000 

76,981 

166,000 

Oats  and  rye     . 

tt 

49,020 

60,000 

40,442 

42,900 

Indian  corn 

)> 

, , 

, , 

14,706 

16,000 

Barley    ..         . 

i% 

, , 

•  • 

13,481 

13,200 

Canary  seed 

24j 

720 

981 

5,600 

Linseed  . . 

141 

860 

8,629 

7,600 

Almonds 

Cwtj.     .. 

788 

112 

826 

960 

Aniseed  . . 

418 

900 

2,455 

2>600 

Wool      . . 

»»        •  • 

22,100 

105,760 

18,416 

80>626 

Cocoons,  dry 

»»        •  • 

8,027 

86,296 

8,192 

78  000 

„        perrorated 

161 

1,972 

172 

1750 

Silk,  raw  filature 

55 

10,102 

99 

12,200 

Attnr  of  roses    . . 

Ounces  .. 

1,050 

1,008 

1,813 

1,40 

Walnut  tree  knots 

Cwls.     . . 

223 

363 

491 

850 

Skins,  cow  and  ox 

Skins     . . 

6,000 

6,700 

7,000 

4,200 

„      lamb 

»t        •  • 

46,000 

2,760 

80,000 

1,800 

„      goat  and  kid      . . 

It        *  • 

70,000 

6,390 

80,000 

6,000 

„      buffalo    .. 

f> 

8,500 

4,200 
450,628 

S  4,000 

4,400 

Total  . 

. 

432,885 
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English  manufactured  goods  are  generally  purchased  from  whole- 
sale houses  in  Constantinople,  and,  as  usual,*  consist  chie%  in  cotton 
twists,  longcloths,  shirtings,  calicoes,  madapolams,  prints,  tanjebs  (a 
kind  of  muslin  made  for  the  Levant,  and  much  used  by  Turkish  women 
for  head-dresses^,  de:ni-cottons,  some  woollen  stuffs,  and  iron,  estimated 
last  year  at  about  15,800/.,  being  a  slight  improvement  on  the  imports 
of  1874.     The  other  importations  were  aa  follows:-— 

£ 
From  France — Sugar,  presenred  proyiaions,  colonials,  medi- 

cinals,  hardware,  and  confectionery  . .         . .     20,000 

Germany  and  Aostria  —  Apparel,    cloths,    woollen 

stufib,  glassware,  and  crockery 15,000 

Belgium— Sugar,  firearms,  &c.  ..         ..         ..       5,000 

Kussia— Cayiar  and  dried  fish  ..         ..  ..         ..  200 

Italy— Cheese,  paste,  and  butter         810 

Greece— Cotton  twists 1,862 

Archipelago  Islands— Oil  and  soap 7,200 

United  States  of  America — Petroleum  and  rum       . .  560 


Preyioua  to  1866  no  direct  export  trade  appears  to  have  existed 
from  Adrianople  to  England ;  but  since  tiie  construction  of  the  railway 
line  to  Dedeagatch  in  1873,  that  place  has  become  one  of  the  principal 
ptvts  of  outlet  for  the  raw  produce  of  the  province.  It  is  nevertheless 
very  difficult  to  obtain  any  pvcciso  information  as  to  the  quantity  of 
grain  shipped  at  that  port  for  England,  shippers  not  troubliufif  them- 
selves about  the  ultimate  destination  of  cargoes,  which,  as  a  rule,  are 
generally  bound  to  some  port  of  call  for  order.-*. 

Tiie  total  quantities  of  the  dilierent  kinds  of  grain,  wheat,  Iiulian 
corn,  rvo,  oats,  and  barley  shipped  at  the  difierent  ports  of  outlet, 
including  Constantinople,  during  last  year  arc  put  down  as  under : — 

Quarters. 

Constantinople  ..         ..         ..         ..          ..  117,047 

Dgd^agatch  (^gean  Sea)          294,120 

JJourgas  (Black  Sea) 23(3,000 

Uallipoli  (Marmora) 35,30!) 

Giomulc^na  (iEgean  Sea)          , .          . .          . .  35,290 

Rodosto  (Marmora)       ..          ..          ..  47,053 

Total        705,415 

A'alued  at  about  1,200,000/.,  some  three-fourths  of  A\hich  found  its  wny 
to  England.     The  other  exports  were  aa  follows : — 

To  England — Attar  of  rosea  or  rose  oil  . .         . .  710 

France— Cocoons,  raw  silk,  ekinR,  and  wool . ,  187,770 
Austria  and  Germany —Attar  of  roses,  ekins, 

wool,  timber,  &c 190,000 

The  market  prices  of  the  different  sorts  of  graiu  last  year  averrtgeJ 
as  under : — 


Articles. 

Prico. 

£   s. 

d. 

£   e. 

<f. 

Soft  wheat 

Per  quarter  . . 

1     6 

0  to  1     8 

0 

Hard   „ 

»j           •  • 

1  11 

9 

1  14 

6 

Indian  com 

0  17 

0 

1     0 

0 

Barley 

„ 

0  14 

0 

0  18 

0 

Oats  and  rye    . . 

»» 

0  17 

0 

0  18 

0 

j»           •  • 

4     5 

0 

4     7 

0 

Linseed 

j»           •  • 

1  13 

0 

1  14 

0 

Aniseed 

Per  cwt. 

0  16 

0 

0  17 

0 
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Agbicultuee. 

The  vilayek  of  Adrianople  being  essentially  agricultural,  manufac- 
turing industries  make  little  progress.  The  imports,  therefore,  consist 
principally  of  manufactured  goods  and  the  exports  of  raw  produce. 

No  accurate  account  can  ever  be  given  of  the  extent  of  land  under 
cultivation,  as  it  is  constantly  changing  every  year;  but  it  is  variously 
estimated  to  be  between  one-third  and  five-twelfths.  The  grain  crop  of 
1875,  which  was  rather  over  the  average,  yielded  above  6,880,000 
quarters. 

Wool — There  are  about  4,000,000  sheep  reared  in  this  province, 
and  the  wool  produce  was  estimated  at  some  84,000  cwt.,  valued  at 
68,000/. 

Silkworms. — ^The  yield  in  cocoons  averaged  about  3,700  cwt.,  and 
was  valued  at  18,000/. 

At  far  of  Boses  or  Bose  Oil, — ^The  produce  last  year  was  some 
28,120  ounces,  estimated  at  20,000/. 

Tobacco, — ^This  article  may  almost  be  considered  a  Government 
monopoly.  Whether  it  is  owing  to  yexatious  regulations  or  to  fiscal 
impositions  on  the  growers,  its  cultivation  receives  little  encourage- 
ment, and  as  it  is  compulsory  on  farmers  to  sell  their  produce  through 
recognized  manufacturers  of  tobacco  within  the  province,  they  are  often 
obliged  to  part  with  their  labour  at  unremunerative  prices ;  hence  the 
neglect  to  cultivate  more  extensively  this  plant. 

Gei^tebal  Bemabks. 

The  trade  with  Russia  and  Belgium,  which  a  few  years  since  was 
not  unimportant,  appears  to  be  gradually  declining.  As  regards  the 
former,  the  decline  may  be  attributed  to  the  greater  facilities  of  com- 
munication with  Western  Europe  through  the  port  of  Ded^agatch 
since  the  opening  of  the  railway.  The  falhng-off  in  the  Belgian  trade 
is  believed  to  be  owing  to  competition  in  France  and  Holland.  The 
trade  with  Greece  seems  to  have  acquired  an  impulse  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  cotton  twist,  which  is  said  to  be  preferred  to  English  cotton. 

It  is  undeniably  certain  that  since  the  construction  of  railways  in 
Eoumelia,  commerce  on  the  v»'hole  has  advanced  within  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  and  a  still  greater  stimulus  will  be  given  to  it  so  soon  as 
this  province  is  brou&;ht  into  direct  communication  with  the  markets  of 
Western  Europe,  either  by  carrying  on  the  line  through  Servia  to  the 
Austro-Hungarian  frontier  or  to  Etustchuk  by  continuing  the  works 
from  Yamboly  to  Shumla,  and  uniting  it  with  the  Yarna  and  Bustchuk 
Bailway,  and  until  this  be  done  the  railways  can  only  be  considered  as 
local  lines. 

Notwithstanding  this  great  obstacle  to  the  development  of  the  trade 
of  Adrianople,  I  may  also  hazard  the  assertion  that  were  commerciid 
transactions  not  restricted  by  onerous  railway  chaises,  or  if  some 
English  steam  navigation  company  now  running  boats  between  Eng« 
land  and  the  Levant  were  to  touch  once  a  month  at  D6d^agatch,  it  is 
obvious  that  trade  would  assume  still  greater  proportions  from  the  fact 
that  importations  by  way  of  that  port  cost  some  50  per  cent,  less  than 
coming  from  Constantinople. 

The  number  of  miles  opened  to  public  traffic  throughout  the  pro- 
vince is  as  follows : — 
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Miles. 
Constantinople  to  Adrianople  and  Bellova  towards  Sofia, 

Nisch,  and  the  Servian  m>ntier 852 

Adrianople  to  D6d$agatch 92 

Adrianople  to  Tamboly  towards  Shumla  and  the  Varna  and 

RustchokLine       116 

Total 560 

The  receipts  last  year  averaged  about  3801.  per  mile,  while  the 
expenses  amounted  to  256/.  per  imle. 

A  branch  establi8hment  of  tlie  Imperial  Ottoman  Bank  was  opened 
in  this  citj  in  November  last  under  the  direction  of  a  British  subject 
for  the  encashment  of  certain  revenues  and  taxes  of  this  province 
arising  from  the  *'  Administration  des  Contributious  Indirectes,'*  such 
as  the  sheep,  salt,  tobacco,  spirits,  and  stamp  taxes,  with  right  of  in« 
spection  over  the  custom-houses. 

Very  trifling  results  have  been  obtained  last  rear  as  regards  road- 
making,  and  scarcely  any  in  road  repairing.  The  reason  of  this  inac- 
tivity and  neglect  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  frequent  change  of  the 
Governors-General  of  the  province,  none  of  whom  can  have  much  time 
to  devote  to  such  undertalangs  before  they  are  removed. 

The  last  Governor-General  or  Vali  of  Adrianople,  Omer  Feoxi 
Pasha^  who  at  one  time  occupied  the  post  of  President  of  the  European 
Commission  of  the  Danube,  and  has  since  filled  several  important  posts 
in  the  Empire,  a  man  of  considerable  experience  in  administrative 
duties  as  well  ns  business  habits,  was,  to  the  disappointment  and  sur- 
pnse  of  everybody,  dismissed  the  service  within  less  than  three  months 
of  his  appointment. 

To  the  same  cause  mav  be  attributed  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  any 
correct  financial  data.  The  following  table  may  be  relied  on  as  a  fairly 
approximative  statement  of  the  revenues  and  expenditures  of  this 
province  during  the  financial  years  of  1874  and  1876,  showing  results 
which  may  not  prove  uninteresting: — 


Nature  of  Taxation. 

1874. 

1876. 

Excess. 

Deficit. 

Verghf  (incomo  and    property   and    military 
exemption) 

Sbeep  tax  and  UUies  administered  by  Qorern- 
ment 

Tithes  sold      

HisceUaneoos 

£ 

366,964 

304,863 

1,024.061 

143,444 

4,634 

£ 

379,478 

480,060 

774,178 

196,976 

4,806 

£ 
13,614 
175,197 
&8,'631 

£ 

249,873 
'828 

Total  receipt* 

„    expenditure      

1,842,066 
180,619 

1,834,997 
206,674 

242,242 
26,065 

260,201 
26,066 

Besultihown 

1,662,337 

1,628,823 

268,297 

276,266 

Adrianople,  April  17, 1876. 
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ALEPPO. 

Rrport  h^  Consul  Skene  on  the  Trade,  Navigation,  Agriculture,  Manu- 
factures, Public  Works,  and  Revenues  oj  the  Provbicer  of  Ale}ypo, 
Adana,  and  the  Desert  in  the  Year  1875. 

Aleppo. — Impobt  Thade. 

Tub  wnnt  of  a  bank  at  Aleppo  had  created  a  class  of  speculatora  in 
bills  of  exchange  which  were  brought  from  Bejrout,  Smyrna,  and 
Alexandria,  for  sale  to  importers  of  manufactured  goods  when  they  had 
to  remit  the  value  of  consignments.  Tl)id  class  of  speculators  had 
extended  their  operations  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  public  securities. 
When  Turkisli  stock  began  to  fall,  losses  were  followed  by  bankruptcies 
among  those  firms  whirh  were  trading  more  largely  than  their  capital 
warranted,  and  among  merchants  who  had  current  accounts  with  them. 
The  purchases  of  importers  were  then  confined  within  the  narrow  limits 
of  cash  payment*  and  rem'ttances  in  bullion,  as  credit  was  at  an  end. 
The  pale  of  their  goods  was  impeded  by  a  violent  ami  prolonged 
outbreak  of  cholera  at  Aleppo,  whi.di  deterred  dealera  of  the  interior 
from  repairing  tliither  as  usiinl  for  the  purpose  of  laying  in  their  annual 
fittK'k  of  wares.  They  sought  new  connexions  at  Smvrna  and  the  Blaek 
Soa  poit;*  of  Asia  Elinor,  which  have  been  found  m<»re  advantageous 
than  those  immemorial  dealings  with  the  importers  of  Aleppo.  The 
latter  town  hrs  ccin«eqnenUy  ceased  to  be  a  commercial  cenire  to  meet 
the  demand  of  the  Asintic  provinces  of  Turkey  for  European  merciian- 
dize.  Bankruptcies  bee.ime  still  more  frequent  in  con^^equenne  of  the 
number  of  bales  King  in  warehouses  without  purchasers,  and  of  the  WAX 
of  prices  lelow  those  at  which  the  goods  had  been  bought  in  Europe. 
Creditors  were  forced  to  take  them  in  payment  of  claims  in  a  general 
liquidation  of  business;  some  merchants  breaking  up  their  establii^h- 
mentsat  Aleppo  to  seek  more  fiivourable  openings  else\ihere,  and  others 
retiring  from  trade  alt«^gether.  A  period  of  rapid  decline  has  thus  set 
in,  and  it  cannot  now  be  ai  rested  in  its  progress  by  the  prosj)erit3'  of 
the  transit  trade,  as  has  happened  in  previous  cases  of  commercial 
crisis  at  Aleppo,  for  the  Suez  Canal  has  proved  an  easier,  safer,  and 
cheaper  channel  of  importation  for  Bagdad  and  Southern  Persia,  than 
the  old  practice  of  dra\^ing  European  merchandize  from  Aleppo  by 
caravans  of  camels.  This  consular  district  may,  therefore,  be  regardeil 
as  having  irrevocably  lost  its  importance  as  a  market  for  the  sale  of 
European  manufactured  goods,  through  the  successful  competition  of 
the  Black  Sea  ports  of  Asia  Minor  and  of  Smyrna,  together  with  the 
preference  given  to  the  Suez  Canal  for  the  conveyance  of  merchandize 
to  Turkish  Arabia  and  Southern  Persia.  Aleppo  is  thus  beginning 
to  assume  the  well-known  aspect  of  Kaiserieh  and  other  inland  towns 
of  Turkey,  whose  commercial  greatness  belongs  to  the  past,  with 
numerous  deserted  khans  and  vast  half-closed  bazaars. 

The  merchandize  landed  at  the  port  of  Alexandretta  in  the  year 
1876  has  been  as  follows ;  the  weight  being  stated  in  French  kilos,  and 
the  value  in  francs : — 
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Articles. 


Mannikctorefl 

Linen 

Red  caps  . . 

Silk  stuffs 

Coffee 

Sagsr 

Rice 

Spices 

Cochineal. . 

Indigo 

Dra^ 

Logwood  . . 

Glass 

Henna 

Salt 

Copper     . . 

Steel  and  pewter . . 

Lead  and  tin 

Iron 

Hardware. . 

Paper 

Provisions 

Wine  and  spirits 

Fruits       . . 

Petroleum 

Matclics   . . 

Tobacco  and  ci^'ars 

l^cather    . . 

Amber 

Jewellery . . 

Coals 

Sundries  .. 

hellion     . . 

Total 


Qoantitj. 

Packages 

20,514 

1,027 

114 

287 

1,250 

4,287 

4,778 

768 

842 

402 

142 

215 

806 

57 

1V496 

473 

699 

5,040 

1,716 

1,765 

917 

1,057 

180 

15.023 

480 

154 

543 

9 

6 

3,013 
&20 


68,035 


Weight. 

Kilos. 

1,863,054 

88,718 

12,383 

17,565 

126,846 

299,162 

419,520 

53.964 

40,018 

40,522 

37,767 

4,892 

56,167 

6,£62 

493,622 

177,893 

58,861 

91,239 

220,655 

138,142 

139,024 

69,836 

117,865 

221,062 

895,666 

42,015 

9,311 

59,960 

473 

193 

3,151,000 

252,828 


8,486,680 


Value. 

Francs. 

14,860,700 

210,400 

110,200 

940,000 

184,720 

272,000 

191,630 

98,600 

237,000 

1,010,760 

21,800 

1,270 

72.450 

4,200 

91,320 

712,400 

36,000 

122,346 

130,500 

671,180 

190,000 

280,800 

131,427 

2,840 

321,085 

15l,70a 

48,175 

672,U0 

14,700 

5,460 

110,500 

812,500 

l,fJ69,5-*0 


24,443,915 


The  countries  whcr.ce  the  irerjlinndize  landed  at  Aleiandretta  in 
the  year  1875  was  imporlc:!,  arc  as  follows:  — 

Manufactured  Gooes. 


From — 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     .. 

Austria 

France    

Italy       

%>P^ 

Turkiih  ports     . . 

Bales. 

14,775 

127 

1,142 

27 

1,148 

2,962 

Kilos. 
773,000 
16,521 
122,572 
3,276 
152,725 
294,961 

Total 

20,614 

1,568,054 
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From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

France    

Kgypt    

Turkish  ports     . . 

Bales. 

306 

85 

686 

Kilos. 

18,743 

3,463 

66,512 

Total 

1,027 

88,718 

Kbd  Caps. 

From — 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Austria 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Bales. 

117 

2 

Kilos. 

12,248 

140 

Total 

119 

12,888 

SiLI 

c  Stuffs. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Austria 

Frauce 

Italy        

India 

Egyp*^ 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Bales. 
4 

145 

2 

4 

19 

114 

Kilos. 

162 

7,815 

120 

212 

1,090 

8,166 

Total        , . 

287 

17,565 

Coffee. 

From — 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     . . 

France     

Fgypt 

Turkish  porta     . . 

Bags. 

20 
865 
244 
121 

KUos. 
1,270 
87,452 
26,298 
11,326 

Total 

1,250 

126,346 

SUOAB. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight, 

France 

Egypt 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Casks. 

3,256 
831 
150 

Kilos. 

388,969 

87,689 

22,514 

Total 

4,237 

499,162 

Digitized  by 


Google 


ALBPFO. 
RiOB. 


967 


From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     . . 

France 

lUly        

Turkish  ports 

Total       .. 

Bags. 
10 

120 
2,607 
1,407 

784 

Kilos. 
1,000 

12,000 
260,700 
112,420 

73,400 

4,778 

449,520 

Spioes. 

From — 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     . . 

France 

Kgypt     

Turkish  ports     .. 

Total       .. 

Bags. 
441 
247 

47 
28 

EilOB. 

26,670 

20,915 

4.262 

2,127 

768 

63,964 

COGHINBAL. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     .  * 
France 

Total 

Bags. 
4 

888 

Kilos. 
270 
89,743 

842 

40,013 

Indigo. 

From^ 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

India       

Cases. 

402 

Kilos. 
45,522 

I 

)£U08. 

Prom- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     .. 

Austria 

Prance 

Italy        

Ti^sh  ports     !! 

Total       .. 

Cases. 

695 

3 

159 

8 

45 
887 

KUos. 
83,3%0 

300 
19,146 

123 

3,904 

80,994 

1,142 

187,767 
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Logwood. 


Prom- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     . . 
France 

Packages. 

16,400 
216 

Kilos. 

88,000 

4,892 

Total       .. 

16,616 

87,892 

Glass. 


From^ 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

AustriA 

France 

Egypt 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Cases. 

8 

279 

886 

189 

Kilos. 
406 
17,498 
26,767 
11.611 

Total 

806 

56,167 

HSKNA. 


Salt. 


CoPPfiB. 


From— 

Quantity. 

Weight 

E«rpt 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Cases. 

63 

4 

Kilos. 

6,067 

905 

Total 

67 

6,962 

Prom- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Turkish  ports     . . 

In  bulk 

Kilos. 
498,622 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight 

Great  Britain     .. 

Austria 

France 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Packages. 

1,879 

2 

79 

10 

26 

Kilos. 

166,480 

267 

8,628 

1,220 

2,898 

Total       .. 

1,496 

177,878 
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From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     .. 
France 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Packages. 
290 
135 

12 

3d 

Kilos. 

31,900 

21,673 

1,680 

3,608 

Total       .. 

473 

53,861 

Lead 

AND  TlV. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     . . 

France    

Egypt      

Turkish  ports     .. 

Packages. 

244 

897 

21 

87 

Kilos. 
23,740 
60,782 

8,045 
3,073 

ToUl       .. 

699 

91,239 

Inoy. 

From — 

Qunntity. 

Weight. 

Great  BriUin     . . 

Austria 

France 

Egypt 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Packages. 

8,194 

85 

193 

970 

648 

Kilos. 
47.910 
4.275 
23,692 
123,906 
20,872 

Total 

6,040 

220,655 

Habdwabb. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Austria 

Franco 

Egjpt 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Cases. 

28- 

258 

172 

1,263 

Kilos. 
2,749 

21,624 
16,885 
96,883 

Total       .. 

1,716 

138,142 
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From — 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Austria 

France 

Italy        

Egypt 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Cases. 
82 
534 
174 
101 
874 

Kilos. 
18,128 
52,987 
21,778 
11,828 
39,863 

Total 

1,765 

139,024 

Provisions. 

From — 

Quantity. 

Weight 

France 

Italy        

Greece 

Egypt 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Packages. 
172 
6 

19 
140 
580 

Kilos. 
11,525 
223 
1,349 
12,901 
43,838 

Total       . . 

917 

69,886 

Wine 

AND  SfIBITB. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Austria 

France    

Egypt 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Casks. 
137 
282 
196 
492 

Kilos. 
19,396 
21,908 
21,974 
54,587 

Total 

1,057 

117,865 

FBun«. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Egypt      

Turkish  ports 

i*ackages. 
109 
71 

Kilos. 

8,785 

212,827 

Total       .. 

180 

221,062 

Petroleum. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Egypt      

Turkish  ports 

Cases. 

1,478 

13,550 

Kilos. 

48,609 

447,057 

Total 

15,023 

495,666 
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From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Austria    .. 
France     . . 

Egypt     .. 

Turkish  porte 

.. 

Cases. 

46 

87 

229 

168 

Kilos. 

4,893 

2,932 

20,210 

13,980 

Total 

480 

42,015 

TOBACXJO  AND  ClOABS. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

France     . . 
Greece     . . 
Turkish  ports 

.. 

Bales. 

4 

C 

144 

Kilos. 

247 

357 

8,707 

Total 

154 

9,811 

Leatheb. 

From-r- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Auetria    .. 
France     . . 
Egypt     .. 
Turkish  porta 

.. 

Bale?. 

43 

262 

132 

111 

Kilos. 
4,943 
28,415 
16,064 
10,638 

Total 

548 

59,960 

AjfBEB. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Italy        

Cases. 
9 

Kilos. 
473 

Jewellery. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

France     . . 
Turkish  ports 

.. 

Cases. 
8 
3 

Kilos. 

91 

102 

Total 

6 

193 
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TUEKEY. 

Coals. 


From— 

Quantity. 

Weight 

Great  Britain     .. 

In  bulk 

Kilos. 
8,151,000 

SOXDBIES. 


From — 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     . . 

Austria 

France     .. 

>-g>*Pt 

Kueaia 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Packages. 

103 

21 

115 

1,079 

2 

1,693 

KUoB. 

6,225 

1,406 

9,742 

98,957 

120 

186,278 

ToUl       . . 

3,018 

256,828 

BOLLIOtf. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Value. 

France 

Egypt    

Russia 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Bags. 

12 

118 

1 
394 

Francs. 

79,900 

452,314 

520 

1,136,792 

Total 

520 

1,669,526 

The  goods  imported  fro  n  Ej:ypt  and  Turkish  porta  liave  been  in  a 
^rcat  measure  transhipped  at  xVlexandria  and  Smyrna  from  stearaeis 
bound  only  to  tliose  port.'*,  and  put  on  board  small  coasting  vessjU 
which  brought  them  on  to  Alexandretta. 

Manufactured  ffoodshfive  been  imported  at  Alexandretta  in  the  year 
1875  in  a  quantity  less  by  one- fifth  than  in  1874,  which  year  showed  a 
similar  diminution  on  that  of  1873.  The  prices  realized  have  been  low 
and  not  more  than  a  half  of  the  qu.mtitv  imported  has  found  any  sale 
at  all. 

Clolh  has  not  been  imported  in  1875,  the  stock  in  hand  at  the  end 
of  1874  having  been  mor.?  than  was  required  in  1875,  although  the 
amount  of  importation  in  1874  waa  one-fifth  less  than  in  187<J. 

Linen  has  been  brought  to  Alopjio  in  1875  in  three  times  as  lar^o  a 
quantity  as  in  1874,  on  account  of  the  diminished  importation  and  iTigli 
prices  of  that  year,  but  the  speculation  lias  proved  disastrous,  har(Oy 
any  of  it  having  been  sold. 

Bed  caps  have  not  been  imported  in  1875  m  more  th:iu  one-tenta 
pnrt  of  the  quantity  imported  in  1874,  on  account  of  the  depressed 
circumstances  of  the  native  population  curtailing  their  purchases. 

Haw  silk  haa  not  been  imported  in  1875,  though  it  had  been  in  great 
demand  for  native  manufactures  in  previous  years. 

jSiM  sfujff^if  have  been  imported  m  1875  to  a  greater  extent  than  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jLiiiPPO.  978 

1S74,  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  high  prices  obtained  in  that  year,  but  thej 
have  remained  unsold  except  in  yerj  small  quantities. 

Hemp  has  altogether  ceased  to  be  an  article  of  importation  at 
Aleppo. 

Mea^-made  Olothes  appeared  in  1874  to  haye  a  prospect  of  furnishing 
an  extensivel  and  remunerative  trade,  but  that  prospect  has  proved 
deceptive.  None  have  been  imported  in  1875,  and  a  great  part  of  those 
brought  il:i  1874  has  been-sold  by  auction  at  very  low  prices. 

G^ee  has  declined  in  the  market  by  one-third  less  imported  in  1875 
than  in  previous  years.  The  prices  have  not  varied,  but  the  diminished 
consumption  alone  has  prevented  their  rising,  and  that  diminution  is 
owing  to  the  straitened  means  of  the  lower  classes  of  the  population. 

Su^ar  has  also  declined,  but  in  a  less  degree,  as  it  is  used  fdmost 
exclusively  by  the  wealthy  classes. 

Mice  has  declined  in  nearly  the  same  ratio  as  sugar,  and  for  similar 
reasons. 

Spices  have  not  fluctuated  much,  either  in  quantity  imported  or  in 
prices. 

Cochineal^  Indigo ,  and  Logwood  are  articles  whose  sale  depends  on 
the  quantity  of  cotton  cloth  and  yarn  required  to  be  dyed,  and  not  more 
has  been  thus  used  than  about  one-half  of  the  consumption  of  previous 
years. 

Drugi  have  scarcely  reached  in  1875  one  quarter  of  the  quantity 
usually  imported. 

Sal  Ammoniac  and  Alum ^  which  have  hitherto  been  plentiful  in  the 
market,  iiave  not  been  imported  at  all  in  1875. 

Qlois  has  been  imported  to  the  amount  of  about  two-thirds  of  what 
was  consigned  in  1874,  and  not  one  half  of  it  has  found  purchasers,  at 
a  low  price. 

Henna  has  hardly  appeared  in  the  market,  only  one  tenth  part  of  the 
quantity  brought  in  previous  years  having  been  imported  in  1875. 

Salt  has  maintained  its  position  without  much  variation  in  prico  or 
quantity  imported. 

Copper,  Steely  Pewter,  Lead,  Tin,  and  Iron  have  been  consigned  in 
quantities  similar  to  those  of  other  years,  but  prices  have  fallen  20  per 
cent  in  1875,  and  half  the  stock  remained  unsold. 

Hardware  has  not  diflfered  much  in  quantity  imported  in  1S75  from 
that  of  1874,  but  the  prices  have  been  less  remuneratiye,  and  the 
amount  sold  has  been  very  limited  in  comparison  with  that  of  former 
years. 

Paper  has  increased  in  quantity  imported  in  1875  by  one  seventh, 
but  prices  are  a  little  lower  than  in  1874,  and  there  is  a  large  stock 
unsold. 

Proviiiam  have  doubled  in  quantity  imported  in  1875,  but  this  is 
said  to  have  been  only  the  effect  of  four  months  of  inactivity  on  the 
part  of  market  gardeners  daring  the  prevalence  of  cholera  at  Aleppo. 

Oil  has  not  been  imported  in  1875,  a  considerable  stock  having 
remained  unsold  in  1874. 

Wine  and  Spirits  have  not  varied  much  in  quantities  imported,  or  in 
prices,  from  those  of  1874. 

Flour  has  not  been  imported  in  1875  as  in  previous  years. 

IhtiU  have  come  to  Aleppo  from  other  places  on  the  coast  of  Syria 
in  1875  in  not  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  the  quantities  generally 
brought. 

Petroleum  has  increased  in  importance  from  its  use  becoming  more 
general ;  one  quarter  more  has  been  consigned  in  1875  than  in  1874, 
and  it  has  all  been  sold  at  fair  prices. 

[542]  8  ff 
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Matchei  have  also  increased  in  quantity  imported,  and  improTed  in 
prices  fetched. 

Toibaeco  and  Oigarz  have  succeeded  better  in  1875  than  in  1874,  both 
in  quantity  and  in  prices. 

Hair,  Fwmiture,  Crockery,  Saffron,  and  Vurt,  which  held  their  pkces 
in  trade  as  articles  of  importation  until  the  year  1875,  have  now 
entirely  disappeared  from  the  market. 

Leather  has  advanced  in  the  amount  of  business  transacted  in  it,  and 
in  the  profit  derived  from  it,  being  cheaper  in  Europe  than  when  pre- 
pared nere  for  the  manu&ctures  and  handicrafts  recjuiring  it.  Five 
times  as  much  has  been  imported  in  1875  as  in  .previous  years,  and  it 
has  all  been  well  sold. 

Amber  and  Coral,  Watehes  and  Jewellery,  have  necessarily* lost  favour 
in  the  great  adversity  of  trade  and  decrease  of  affluence.  Only  one* 
third  of  the  quantities  imported  in  1874  have  been  consigned  in  1875, 
and  there  have  been  few  and  unprofitable  sales  of  these  articles,  which 
were  once  in  demand. 

Silk-worm  Seed  has  not  been  imported  in  1875,  the  yield  of  the 
country  having  been  sufficient  to  supply  silk  growers. 

Sundries  have  rather  increased  than  otherwise  in  1875,  which  is 
owing  to  desultory  attempts  to  introduce  new  articles  of  importation  in 
the  hope  of  compensating  for  the  depression  of  ordinary  trade.  No 
such  favourable  result  has,  however,  been  obtained. 

Coals  have  been  landed  at  Alexandretta  in  larger  quantities  than 
usual,  but  this  cannot  be  accepted  as  an  evidence  of  increased  steam 
navigation.  On  the  contrary,  the  Bussian  steamers  ceased  to  ply 
during  the  four  months  of  the  cholera  epidemic.  In  fact,  the  stock  of 
coal  had  got  low,  and  the  several  companies  replenished  it  for  future 
use. 

Bullion  has  been  imported  in  1875  to  an  extent  greater  by  one-fifth 
than  that  of  1874,  on  account  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  procuring 
reliable  bills  of  exchange,  few  houses  of  business  at  Aleppo  being  in  a 
position  to  meet  drafts  upon  them. 

The  aggregate  number  of  packages  landed  at  Alexandretta  in  the 
year  1875  has  been  less  by  one-fifth  than  that  of  1874,  and  the  total 
value  of  their  contents  has  Mien  short  of  that  of  1874  by  one- 
fourth.  In  1874  the  amount  was  1,345,782/.  5s.  7d.,  while  it  has  been 
977,756/.  12f .  in  1875.  This  decrease  of  868,025/.  Ids.  Id,  in  the  value 
of  imports  has  been  owing  to  the  decline  of  trade  and  general  prosperity 
at  Aleppo,  produced  by  its  having  lost  the  position  of  an  emporium  for 
the  trade  oi  the  neighbouring  provinces,  which  it  has  occupied  for  cen- 
turies, through  the  adoption  of  more  advantageous  channels  for  the 
flow  of  European  wares  to  Asiatic  fields  of  consumption. 

Aleppo. — ^Expobt  Tsus. 

The  influence  of  the  same  causes  of  decline  which  affect  the  import 
trade  of  Aleppo,  is  equally  felt  by  its  export  trade  which  always  bora 
the  character  of  an  occasional  accessory  rather  than  that  of  an  indepen- 
dent line  of  business.  Local  produce  is  exported  more  for  the  purpose 
of  remitting  the  value  of  goods  imported,  in  the  absence  of  the  facility 
derived  elsewhere  from  banks,  than  as  a  remunerative  investment. 
When  importation  declines,  it  is  therefore  an  unavoidable  consequence 
that  exportation  should  also  decline. 

The  merchandize  exported  from  Alexandretta  in  the  year  1875  haa 
been  as  follows  :— 
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Articles. 

Qoautilor. 

Weight. 

YalOA. 

Package?. 

Kiloa. 

Francs. 

Wheat  and  barley 

80,986 

547,186 

1,840,500 

Castor-oil  need  . 

448 

89,531 

68,420 

Tobacco . . 

5,394 

268,858 

944,800 

Wool      .. 

19,547 

2,380,604 

4,152,000 

Cotton   .. 

9,781 

1,141,104 

1,480,500 

Gill  nuts 

4,928 

657,274 

985,420 

Gums     .. 

99 

10,168 

19,785 

Wax       .. 

802 

26,963 

104,200 

Glue      . . 

427 

88,269 

70,840 

Sesame  .. 

9,386 

799,919 

884,550 

Butter    .. 

9,201 

745,848 

1,1^0,000 

ProviRions 

2,986 

255,180 

248,520 

Silk  cocoona 

429 

23,209 

457,400 

Silk 

85 

2,034 

62,000 

Goate'  hair 

1,126 

82,908 

420,860 

Hides     . . 

1,199 

180,756 

185,785 

Stuffs     . . 

3,244 

252,073 

910,000 

leather.. 

426 

23,890 

221,420 

Soap      . . 

1.808 

110,843 

105,150 

Fruits    .. 

2,192 

177,675 

841,000 

Horses  .. 

120 

, , 

6,500 

Cattle     . . 

5.475 

, , 

547,600 

Sheep     . . 

59,161 

, , 

118,320 

Sandries 

9,819 

642,468 

878,000 

Bollioa.. 

• 

564 

•• 

4,023,235 

Total    . 

177,978 

14,255,245 

19,155,706 

The  countries  to  which  the  merchandize  shipped  at  Alexandretta  in 
the  year  1875  was  exported  are  as  follows  : — 

Wheat  and  Bablit. 


To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     .. 

Austria 

France 

Italy       

Greece 

Turkish  ports 

Sacks. 

In  bulk 

100 

7,641 

8,451 

21 

582 

19,241 

Kilos. 

2,687,140 

13.000 

1,414,181 

582,309 

1,830 

56,968 

1,791,823 

Total      .. 

30,986 

6,547,186 

Castob  Oil  Sixd. 


To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain    . . 

Prance 

Italy       

Sacks. 

21 

215 

212 

Kilos. 

2,485 

21,030 

16,016 

Total 

44 

39,531 

3  T  2 
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To- 

Qnantitj. 

Weight 

Great  Britain    .. 

5gyp> 

Bossia 

Torldsh  ports    • . 

Bales. 

1,202 

8,820 

10 

862 

Kilos. 

76,109 

180,051 

566 

61,682 

Total      .. 

5,894 

268,858 

Wool. 


Cotton. 


Gall  Nuts. 


To- 


Great  Britain 
Anstria 
France 
Jtalj 
Greece 
Pt 


Bgjpt 
Turkish 


ports 


Total 


To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Groat  Britain    .. 

Austria 

France 

Italy       

Turkish  ports    .. 

Bales. 

719 

2 

17,658 

1,079 

94 

KUos. 

88,128 

250 

2,158,988 

185,797 

7,441 

Total 

19,547 

2,380,604 

To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Austria 

France 

Italy       .. 

Greece 

Egypt     

Turkish  ports    . . 

Bales. 

159 
6,092 

469 
18 

157 
2MI 

Kilos. 

18,684 
723,517 

52,649 
1,850 

17,451 
827,508 

Total 

9,781 

1,141,104 

Weight. 


KUos. 

25,905 

18,858 

486,443 

3,512 

587 

9,768 

12,721 

557,27r 
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To- 

Quantify. 

Weight 

Greai  Britain    .. 

France 

]%7Pt 

Torkiahporta    .. 

Cases. 

58 

6 

16 

24 

KUos. 

5,882 

721 

1,415 

2,090 

Total      .. 

99 

10,058 

Wax. 


To- 

Quantify. 

Weight. 

AnstriA 

France 

Italy       

Russia 

Turkish  ports    . . 

Cases. 

9 

.      168 

82 

75 

18 

Kilos. 
800 

16,091 
2,672 
6,125 
1,275 

Total      .. 

802 

26,968 

Glui. 


To—                  1      Quantity. 

Weight. 

Gre&tBriUin     .. 
Turkish  ports     . . 

Cases. 

242 

62 

188 

Kilos. 

28,815 
4,805 
9,649 

Total       . . 

427 

38,269 

SnAMi. 


To- 

1 
Quantity.      |         Weight. 

France 

Egypt    

Turkish  ports    . . 

Sacks. 

7,992 
611 
783 

Kilos. 

6^6,824 

78,792 

69,808 

Total 

9,886 

799,919 

BUTXBB. 


To— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

France 

Sgypt     

Turkish  ports    .. 

Skins. 

1 

8,485 

765 

Kilos. 

80 

688,615 

56,648 

Total      .. 

9,201 

745,848 
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Pbotsions. 


To- 

Quantify. 

Weight. 

Packages. 

Kilos. 

Great  Britain    .. 

101 

8,915 

Austria 

1 

80 

France 

20 

1,114 

Itoly       

6 

449 

Greece 

40 

8,145 

Bgypt    

1,078 

98,918 

Turkish  ports    .. 

1,745 

142.609 

Total      .. 

2,986 

255,180 

Silk  Gooooks. 


To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Franoe    

Turkish  ports    . . 

Bales. 
241 

188 

Kilos. 
12,092 
11,117 

Total      .. 

429 

28,209 

Silk. 


To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain    .. 
Prance 

Turkish  porto    . . 

Bales. 

2 
12 

9 
12 

Kilos. 

90 

954 

566 

424 

Total       .. 

85 

2,084 

Goats'  Hair. 

To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain    .. 
France    . . 
Italy       .. 
Turkish  ports    •• 

•  • 

•  • 

Bales. 
20 

1 

17 
1,088 

Kilos. 

600 

45 

1,480 

80,888 

Total      .. 

1,126 

82,908 
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To— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain    .. 

Austria 

Franoe 

Italy       

Qreeoe 

Turkish  porU    .. 

Total      .. 

Bales. 

9 

1 

994 

18 

8 

179 

KUos. 

110,168 

17,808 

1,199 

180,766 

' 

Stuftb. 

To- 

Quantity. 

Weight 

France 

Egypt     ••        ..        •• 
Turkish  ports     . . 

Total      .. 

Bales. 

18 

898 

2,888 

Kilos. 

980 

67,720 

188,878 

8,244 

262,078 

LlilTBBB. 

To- 

Quantity. 

Weight 

France 

Turkish  ports 

Total       .. 

Bales. 

14 

229 

188 

KUos, 
1,097 
6,241 

16,062 

426 

28^890 

Soap. 

To- 

Quantity. 

Weight 

Turidsh porta    !!        !. 
Total 

Cases. 

4 
1,804 

Kilos. 

81T 

110,626 

1,808 

110,848 
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To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Packages. 

Kilos. 

Gnat  Britain    .. 

188 

18,800 

France    

148 

11,660 

Italy       ..        ..    ' 

4 

868 

Greece 

5 

286 

Bgypt    

508 

47,285 

Bnflsia 

82 

1,850 

Turkish  i)orta    .. 

1,807 

97,485 

Total      .. 

2,192 

177,678 

ROBBWB. 

Head. 

ToFrance 6 

Greece       ..         ..         6 

Egypt 22 

Turkish  ports 87 

Total         120 

Cattlb. 

Head. 

To  Egypt        5,473 

Turkish  ports 2 

Total         5,475 

Shiif. 

Head. 
ToVgypt ,         ..        ..     59,161 


SUNDBUfl. 


To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Packages. 

Kilos. 

Great  Britain    .. 

24 

2,228 

Austria 

22 

2,200 

France 

2,369 

148,009 

Italy       

1 

90 

Greece 

11 

640 

Jgypt    

848 

62,885 

Turkish  ports    .. 

1,668 

110,282 

Total      .. 

4,988 

821,284 
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To- 

Qoantity. 

Yalne. 

Great  Britain    .. 

Aostria 

France 

lUly       

Greece 

Kqpt 

Buasia 

Turkish  ports    .. 

Bags. 
108 

6 
148 

1 

7 
75 

1 
228 

Francs. 

1,679,150 

10,245 

975,558 

2,100 

15,671 

801,486 

206 

1,088,874 

Total      .. 

564 

4,028,285 

The  goods  exported  to  Egjpt  and  Turkish  ports  have  been  for- 
warded to  those  places  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  being  shipped  there 
for  Europe,  in  steamers  not  coming  so  far  as  Alexandre^. 

Wheat  and  Barley  have  been  exported  from  Alexandretta  in  1875 
in  a  quantity  not  more  than  one-third  of  that  exported  in  1874.  This 
was  not  owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the  harvest  or  to  unremuneraiive 
prices,  but  to  the  embarrassed  position  of  the  trading  classes,  which 
were  unable  or  unwilline  to  speculate  largely. 

Ba^9  have  ceased  to  be  exported  as  thev  were  in  previous  years. 

Castor  Oil  Seed  bus  been  shipped  to  the  amount  of  about  one-half 
of  what  is  usually  exported. 

Tobacco  has  uot  varied  much  either  in  quantity  shipped  or  in  prices 
obtained. 

Salt  FUh  does  not  appear  as  an  article  of  exportation  in  1875  as  it 
has  always  appeared  in  former  vears. 

Bauin»  have  also  ceased  to  be  exported. 

Wool  has  maintained  its  position  in  trade  as  to  quantity  exported, 
and  there  has  been  a  slight  rise  in  the  price  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased demand  in  France. 

Cotton,  having  been  produced  in  greater  quantities,  has  increased 
one-third  in  amount  shipped,  chiefly  to  France,  and  the  prices  have 
been  good. 

(hill  Nu(9  have  remained  nearly  as  they  were  in  1874  in  quantity 
shipped  and  prices  fetched. 

Yellow  Berries  have  not  been  exported  to  a  degree  worthy  of  notice, 
though  they  had  been  an  important  article  of  exportation. 

Gums  have  fallen  to  one-fourth  of  their  former  amount  exported. 

Was  has  greatly  increased,  the  demand  in  Italy  and  France  having 
produced  an  eflbrt  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  ex- 
porting it,  and  ten  times  the  usual  consignments  have  been  shipped 
in  1875. 

Olue  has  not  fluctuated  much  in  Quantity  exported  or  in  price. 

Sesame  has  advanced  in  amount  shipped  and  fallen  in  value,  so  that 
there  has  not  been  much  difierence  between  the  result  of  its  exportation 
in  1875  and  that  of  1874. 

Honey  and  Oil  have  not  been  e:q}orted  in  1875,  but  the  amount 
was  so  trifling  in  previous  years  that  the  want  of  those  articles  is 
hardly  felt. 

Butter  has  increased  in  importance  in  a  threefold  proportions  to  the 
exportation  of  previous  years,  the  demand  in  Egypt  having  greatly 
risen  in  1875. 
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FroniHona  have  doubled  in  amount  exported  in  1875. 

Silk  Cocoons  have  fallen  to  one-third  of  their  usual  amount,  the 
yield  having  been  deficient. 

Silk  has  fallen  to  less  than  half  its  amount  of  exportation  in  pre- 
vious years,  but  the  prices  have  slightly  risen. 

JPurs  have  not  been  exported  in  1875  as  they  have  in  former  years. 

Ooats*  Hair  has  declined  in  amount  exported  and  in  price,  but  not 
so  much  as  other  articles. 

Carpets  have  not  appeared  as  usual  at  the  custom-house  for  exporta- 
tion in  1875. 

Hides  have  fallen  to  one-half  of  their  ordinary  shipments,  and  the 
prices  have  not  been  satisfactory. 

Stufs  of  native  manufacture  have  lost  one-quarter  of  their  average 
annual  exportation,  and  have  fallen  a  little  in  price. 

Leather  has  been  exported  in  1875  in  a  quantity  one-fourth  less 
than  that  of  1874,  and  the  prices  have  been  slightly  lower. 

Seammony^  Opium,  Drugs,  Metals,  Flour,  and  Millet,  which  articles 
held  their  places  more  or  less  advantageously  in  the  market  during  past 
years,  have  all  been  wanting  in  the  export  trade  of  1875. 

Soap  has  increased  by  20  per  cent,  in  1875  over  the  quantity  ex- 
ported in  1874),  but  it  has  not  fetched  so  high  a  price  in  the  Turkish 
ports  where  there  is  a  demand  for  it. 

Fruits  have  been  steady  in  the  market  of  1875,  chiefly  pistachio 
nuts,  which  are  shipped  for  Europe  at  good  prices. 

Horses  have  been  exported  by  special  permits  in  1875,  as  there  is  a 
prohibition  to  prevent  their  increasing  exportation  which  is  supposed 
to  exhaust  the  Arabian  breed ;  the  number  exported  in  1875  has  thus 
been  very  limited. 

Cattle  are  sent  freely  to  Egypt  in  large  numbers,  and  their  ex- 
portation in  1875  has  been  five  times  as  great  as  that  of  1874. 

Sheep  have  not  been  shipped  so  extensively  in  1875  as  in  previous 
years,  but  it  is  stated  that  larger  flocks  have  gone  by  land  to  Alexandria 
on  accoimt  of  the  few  steamers  touching  at  Alexandretta  during  the 
four  months  of  prevalent  cholera,  which  coincided  with  the  most 
favourable  season  for  driving  sheep  overland. 

Sundries  have  been  shipped  in  quantities  more  than  double  those  of 
1874,  in  consequence  of  the' introduction  of  new  articles  experimentally, 
which  have  for  the  most  part  been  unproductive  of  good  results. 

BuUum  has  been  exported  to  nearly  three  times  as  great  a  value  as 
in  1874,  owing  to  the  depreciation  of  credit,  which  has  banished  bills  of 
exchange  from  the  market. 

The  total  number  of  packages  shipi)ed  at  Alexandretta  in  1875  has 
been  177,978,  which  shows  a  diminution  of  37,451  on  the  number 
exported  there  in  1874,  and  their  aggregate  value  in  1875  has  been 
766,228^.  4«.  Od.,  which  is  less  than  that  of  1874  by  118,605/.  Vis.  9^. 
This  falling  off  in  the  export  trade  is  proportionate  to  the  decline  of 
the  import  trade,  on  which  it  is  dependent  for  its  prosperity. 

Aleppo. — Customs  Dues. 

The  diminution  in  the  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  province  of 
Aleppo  during  the  year  1875  has  reduced  the  custom-house  receipts 
from  70,0001.,  which  was  their  amount  in  1874,  to  58,7621. 

Aleppo. — ^Natioation. 
The  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  Alexandretta  in  the 
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year  1875,  has  been  190  steamers,  and  181  sailing  ships,  with  an  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of  157,018.  The  countries  to  which  they  belong  are  as 
rollows : — 


Conntries. 

Steamers. 

Sailing  Skips. 

Tonnage. 

Great  Britain  .. 

Prance  

Germany 

Austria 

Italy 

RnMla 

Greece 

^::    ::    :: 

78 
52 

2($ 
89 

88,212 
57,888 

22,*486 
25,508 

2 

11 
160 

798 

807 
1,662 
1,755 

466 
1,028 

604 
6,888 

Total 

190 

148,617 

181 

18,601 

In  the  year  1876  there  has  been  nearly  the  same  number  of  British 
and  Prench  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  Alexandretta  as  in  1874,  but 
they  were  laden  with  goods  for  other  ports  on  the  coast,  as  well  as  for 
those  of  this  consular  district.  Bussian  vessels  have  touched  at  Alex- 
andretta in  only  half  the  number  of  previous  years,  which  was  owing 
to  their  having  discontinued  to  ply  on  the  Syrian  coast  during  the 
prevalence  of  cholera.  Italian,  Austrian,  Greek,  and  Turkish  vessels 
nave  come  in  numbers  similar  to  those  of  other  years,  but  there  has 
been  a  great  falling  off  in  the  number  of  Egyptian  vessels  entered  and 
cleared,  in  consequence  of  the  decline  of  both  the  import  and  export 
trades  of  Aleppo,  for  those  vessels  were  chiefly  employed  for  carrying 
goods  to  and  from  British  steamers  plyiog  between  Liverpool  and 
Alexandria.  In  1874  there  were  eighty-four  Egyptian  vessels  thus 
engaged ;  in  1875  there  have  been  only  four. 

Aleppo. — ^Inteenal  Trade. 

The  cessation  of  business  at  Aleppo  for  Asia  Minor,  through  the 
greater  facilities  derived  from  the  drawing  of  European  goods  and  the 
consigning  of  native  produce  by  way  of  Smyrna  and  the  Black  Sea 
ports,  has  affected  also  the  internal  trade  of  Aleppo,  which  is  thus  no 
longer  engaged  in  the  furnishing  of  articles  of  local  manufacture  to 
the  neighbouring  provinces.  The  interruption  of  commercial  relations 
has  removed  the  necessity  of  forwarding  those  articles  for  the  purpose 
of  balancing  accounts,  and  the  &;eneral  stagnation  o£  trade  at  Aleppo, 
therefore,  includes  its  traffic  with  all  other  parts  of  Turkey  as  weu  aa 
with  Europe. 

Carpets  have  almost  entirely  disappeared  from  lists  of  internal 
trade. 

Felt  Buge^  which  were  in  great  demand  for  the  use  of  the  peasantry, 
have  fallen  to  about  one-half  of  the  quantity  sold  in  previous  years. 

Leather^  tanned  at  Aleppo  for  the  making  of  oriental  boots  and 
shoes,  has  lost  one-third  of  its  former  importance  in  local  trade. 

(Jloake  and  Qirdlee  have  been  sold  in  small  quantities  in  1875,  but 
they  were  for  the  most  part  the  remains  of  those  unsold  in  1874. 

Planks  and  Beams  nave  been  hardly  required  in  the  present  state 
of  trade,  which  has  had  too  impoverishing  an  effect  to  admit  of  houses 
beimz  built. 

Soda  and  Potash  havo  held  their  ground  in  the  market,  as  the  manu- 
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factare  of  soap  with  these  ingredients  has  prospered  since  the  reduction 
bf  the  duty  on  it. 

Woollen  and  Chiton  8tuff9  have  greatly  declined,  the  demand  for 
them  having  ceased  in  Asia  Minor  and  being  now  confined  to  Egypt. 

Soap  is  continuing  to  rise  in  importance,  as  stated  above,  and  it  is 
the  only  article  of  the  internal  trade  of  Aleppo  which  prospers. 

SiUc  8tuff9  of  native  manufacture  have  sunk  to  a  low  ebb,  and  the 
amount  of  business  done  in  them  has  been  auite  trifling  in  1875. 

BooU  and  Shoes,  which  once  furnished  a  lucrative  commerce  at 
Aleppo  for  consignment  to  the  towns  of  the  interior,  are  now  an  in- 
signincant  article  of  home  trade.  The  value  of  the  quantity  sold  in 
1878  was  20,000Z. ;  in  1874,  13,O0OZ. ;  and  in  1875,  not  more  than 
3,600;.  • 

The  total  value  of  the  internal  trade  of  Aleppo  is  computed  as 
follows,  approximately,  for  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  precise  data  from 
the  native  dealers : — 

£ 

Felt  Rags 600 

Leather 8,000 

Sod*  and  Potash 22,000 

Woollen  and  Cotton  Staffs         6,600 

Soap  64,000 

Boots  and  Shoes ..       3,600 

Total 04,700 

This  amount  shows  a  reduction  of  more  than  one-third  on  that  of 
1874,  which  is  a  consequence  of  the  change  of  channel  taken  by  foreign 
trade  having  put  an  end  to  the  business  relations  producing  the 
prosperity  of  home  trade,  and  also  partly  a  consequence  of  the  stagna- 
tion of  all  kinds  of  traffic  having  transformed  a  state  of  general  afiluence 
into  a  condition  of  pecuniary  embarrassment  and  universal  penury  at 
Aleppo. 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  whole  trade  of  Aleppo  in  the  year  1875 
has  thus  been  1,838,684  16*.,  derived  from  its  three  sources  in  the 
following  proportions : — 

£         «.    (/. 

Imports 977,766    12    0 

Exports 766,228      4    0 

Internal  trade 94,700      0    0 

Total  1,838,684    16    0 

The  value  of  tho  imports  in  1875  is  less  than  that  of  1874  by 
368,025Z.  13*.,  the  value  of  the  exports  in  1875  is  less  than  that  of 
1874  by  113,605/.  12#.  9W.,  and  the  value  of  the  internal  trade  in  1875 
is  less  than  that  of  1874  by  61,440/.  These  are  great  reductions  of 
value,  and  they  become  still  more  striking  w^hen  compared  with  the 
average  of  several  previous  years,  which  amounted  to  2,000,000/.  of 
imports,  1,000,000/.  of  exports,  and  500,000/.  of  internal  trade,  being 
nearly  double  the  present  value  of  each. 

Tne  rate  of  exchange  has  risen  from  117  pias.  to  120  per  £  sterling. 
This  is  not  the  exchange  for  bills,  which  are  never  seen  now,  but  for 
English  money. 

Aleppo. — A  geicitlture. 

The  year  1875  has  been  remarkable  for  the  abundance  of  its  harvest, 
and  in  the  midst  of  commercial  disasters  the  poorer  classes  have  at  least 
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the  advantage  of  cheap  food.    The  cause  of  abundance  is  to  be  found  in 
the  copious  rains  of  early  sprint. 

W%Mt  and  Barley  have  fa&en  in  1875  to  less  than  a-half  of  the 
prices  of  1874,  which  is  the  usual  effect  produced  by  good  crops,  being 
without  cheap  means  of  transport  to  the  sea  for  the  purpose  of 
exportation. 

Bice  has  not  been  grown  to  a  great  extent  in  1875,  and  the  yield, 
which  was  excellent,  served  only  for  home  consumption. 

Maize,  Millet^  and  LeniiU  were  also  successfully  cultivated  in  1875 
for  the  use  of  the  villagers,  and  without  any  sale  of  the  crops,  which 
cannot  thus  be  estimated. 

Cotton  was  productive  in  a  degree  exceeding  the  yield  of  1874  by 
one-third.  It 

Sesanie  gave  an  equally  favourable  result,  though  without  much 
advantage  to  the. growers  of  it,  the  prices  being  low. 

Castor  Oil  Seed  was  not  sown  to  any  great  extent,  and  the  crop  was 
insignificant. 

retches,  Opium,  Saffron,  and  Cumin,  which  were  formerly  grown  in 
this  province,  were  not  cultivated  in  1875. 

The  yield  and  value  of  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  province  of 
Aleppo  in  1875  have  been  as  follows : — 


Articles. 

Weight. 

Value. 

Wheat  and  barley 

Rice       

Cotton 

Sesame 

Castor  oil  seed 

Kilos. 

140,000,000 

820,000 

1,675,000 

850,000 

150,000 

Fr. 

80,000,000 

160,000 

1,920,000 

480,000 

65,000 

Total         

•• 

82,625,000 

This  aggregate  value,  which  is  equal  to  1,806,000^.,  is  about  double 
that  of  1874. 

The  price  of  labour  has  been  nearly  the  same  as  in  previous  years-^ 
1«.  per  diem  for  unskilled  workmen,  and  from  2#.  to  2s,  6d,  for  masons 
and  carpenters. 

Aleppo — Manupactuees. 

Siujs  have  been  manufactured  to  tlio  value  of  70,000/.,  more  than 
half  of  which  have  been  exported  to  Egvpt  and  Turkish  ports,  the 
remainder  being  still  unsold.  Of  the  8,000  hand  looms  generally  at 
work,  increased  sometimes  to  11,000,  not  more  than  2,400  have  been 
in  active  employment  in  1875,  the  demand  for  native  manufactures 
from  Aleppo  navfng  ceased  in  Asia  Minor.  In  1874  the  number  was 
reduced  to  6,000  by  the  famine  of  Angora,  and  it  has  now  fallen  so  low, 
and  weavers'  work  has  become  so  uncertain  in  this  province,  thot  most 
of  that  cla?8  are  emigrating  to  other  provinces  where  they  can  find 
work. 

Soap  is  becoming  more  prominent  among  native  manufactures 
through  recent  fiscal  advantages  already  explained,  and  it  is  now  the 
chief  article  of  local  industry.  The  quantity  made  in  1875  has  been 
estimated  at  a  value  of  58,000/.,  which  is  15  per  cent,  over  the  value  of 
the  soap  boiled  in  1874. 

Liquorice  and  Yam  are  no  longer  manufactured  at  Antioch,  as  they 
irere  in  former  years,  the  owners  of  the  mills  having  been  ruined. 
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Silk  has  been  wound  at  Antioch  to  the  value  of  only  2,600/.,  the 
yield  of  the  silk  worms  having  been  deficieut. 

The  total  value  of  native  manufactures  in  the  province  of  Aleppo 
during  the  year  1875  has  thus  been  only  130,600/.,  divided  as  follows : — 

£ 

Weaving 70,000 

Soap-boiling 58,000 

Silk-winding 2,500 

Total  180,600 

This  amount  is  little  more  than  half  the  value  of  the  native  manu- 
factures of  the  year  1874.  # 

Aleppo. — Public  Works. 

No  pul)lic  works  have  been  carried  on  in  the  province  of  Alepi^o 
during  the  year  1875.  A  commencement  was  to  have  been  made  by 
building  a  bridge  over  the  lliver  Afrin,  on  the  road  between  Aleppo 
and  Alexandretta,  but  nothing  worthy  of  being  recorded  was  done. 

Albppo. — Eevenues. 

The  revenues  have  necessarily  kept  pace  with  the  downward  course 
of  the  sources  whence  they  are  derived.  The  sole  exception  that  can  be 
found  is  in  the  tithes,  which  have  risen  with  the  abundance  of  produce. 
This  rise  has  not,  however,  been  proportionate  to  the  increase  of  the 
crops,  because  the  prices  have  fallen.  The  different  items  stand  nearly 
as  follows,  approximate  results  being  all  that  can  be  obtained,  and  they 
show  no  great  variation  from  the  revenues  of  previous  years,  notwith- 
standing that  strenuous  efforts  are  made  to  increase  them. 

£ 

Direct  tax          80,100 

Tax  in  lieu  of  military  service 8,400 

indirect  taxes 20,300 

Taxonslieep 28,000 

Tithes  of  agricaltaral  produce 248,800 

Yarions  small  taxes 8,400 

Total  894,000 

About  80,000/.  have  been  absorbed  by  the  expenses  of  the  provincial 
establishment,  and  the  surplus,  314,000/.,  has  been  paid  partly  into  the 
military  chest  of  the  Army  Corps  of  Syria,  for  the  pay  and  maintenance 
of  the  troops  stationed  in  the  province  of  Aleppo,  and  partly  into  the 
Imperial  Treasury  at  Constantinople.  The  58,762/.  of  customs  dues  are 
not  included  in  the  above  estimate  of  the  revenues,  because  they  are 
drawn  by  the  General  Custom-house  Department  at  Constantinople. 

Adana. — Impoet  Tbade. 

The  import  trade  of  the  province  of  Adana  has  suffered,  like  that  of 
Aleppo,  by  the  practice,  which  has  now  become  firmly  established  in 
Asia  Minor,  of  obtaining  European  goods  by  way  of  Smyrna  and  the 
Turkish  ports  in  the  Black  Sea.  Formerly  both  provinces,  in  times  of 
local  stagnation  of  mercantile  business,  could  fall  back  upon  the  active 
prosperity  of  other  places,  for  which  a  considerable  transit  trade  was 
carried  on ;  but  that  accessory  has  ceased  to  exist,  and  there  is  no 
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foreign  source  of  profit  to  compensate  for  losses  at  home.  This  circum- 
stance is  more  eonspiouous  at  Aleppo,  on  aocount  of  the  fall  there  being 
from  a  higher  elevation,  yet  it  is  for  from  being  insignificant  in  the 
proYince  of  Adana. 

The  merchandize  landed  at  Hersjna,  the  shipping  port  of  Adana,  in 
the  year  1875,  has  been  as  follows,  the  weight  being  stated  in  Turkish 
okes  and  the  value  in  pounds  sterling : — 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Weight. 


Value. 


Hanofictares 

Cofiee.. 

Siigir.. 

Bice  .. 

Spices 

Leather 

Nails.. 

Bagging 

Tobacco 

Soap  .. 

Wine  and  spirits 

Iron   .. 

Jiead  .. 

Copper 

FniiU. . 

Petroleum     . . 

OU     .. 

Sundries 

Bullion 

Total     .. 


Packages. 

Okes. 

£ 

4,260 

878,000 

20,670 

1,460 

144,760 

18,840 

«,400 

487,250 

20,168 

2,120 

193,620 

6.200 

72 

6,629 

420 

95,400 

■    9,870,000 

11,870 

185 

17,000 

4,800 

160 

26,000 

6,200 

186,000 

27,500 

7.640 

6,120 

612,000 

30,000 

60,780 

6,420 

2,000 

268 

870,420 

10,700 

96 

86,670 

8,660 

18,760 

22,400 

2,400 

79,630 

190,000 

2,600 

17,600 

466,000 

14,600 

10,820 

110,000 

5,800 

8,860 

4,620,000 

10,600 

2,800 

•• 

278,948 

446,261 


18,817,66W 


466,401 


The  countries  whence  the  merchandize  landed  at  Mersyna  in  1875 
was  imported  are  as  follows : — 

COWWME, 


From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     .. 

Austria 

Turkish  ports    • . 

Bags. 
210 
760 
490 

Okes. 
20,780 
74,910 
89,070 

Total 

1,460 

144,760 

SUOAB. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight 

France 

Turkish  ports     . . 

Casks. 

4,400 
2,000 

Okes. 
802,260 
186,000 

Total 

6,400 

487,260 
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From — 

QuaotUy. 

Weight 

Qreftt  BritaixL     .. 

Austria 

Turkish  ports 

Bales. 

2,810 

800 

1,140 

Okec 

250.000 
80,000 
98,000 

Total 

4,250 

873,000 

Bics. 

. 

Prom— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Gi6at  Britain     .. 

Italy       

Turkish  ports    .. 

Bags. 
850 
210 

1,060 

Okes. 
94,870 
-1,940 
96,810 

Total 

2,120 

193,620 

Spiosb. 

Prom— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     .. 
Tnridshports     .. 

Bags. 
40 
82 

Okes. 
8,029 
2,600 

Total 

72 

5,629 

BATBIB. 

Prom— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Pnnce 

Greece 

Ill 

Okes. 

6,580,000 
8,290,000 

Total 

95,400 

9,870,000 

Nails. 

Prom- 

Quantity. 

Weight 

France    

Tnriush  ports     .. 

Casks. 

125 

60 

Okes. 

11,400 

5,600 

Total 

185 

17,000 
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From— 

Quantify. 

Weight. 

Great  Britain     .. 

Bales. 
160 

Okea. 
26,000 

TOBAOOO. 

From— 

Qnantltj. 

Weight. 

TarUah  ports     .. 

Bales. 
186,000 

Okcs. 
27,600 

Soap. 

From— 

Quantitj. 

Weight. 

Turkish  ports     .. 

Cases. 
5,120 

Okes. 
512,000 

Wiin  J 

IND   SpXBRS. 

Prom— 

Quantitj. 

Weight. 

Torkish  ports     .. 

Skins. 
60,780 

Okes. 

6,420 

Iboh. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Groat  Britain     .. 
Toridsh  ports     . . 

Packages. 
120 
188 

Okes. 
180,000 
190,420 

Total 

258 

870,420 

Lead. 

From— 

Qaantity. 

Weight 

France 

Turkish  porta     .  • 

Packages. 
82 
64 

Okes. 
11,890 
28^780 

4 
1 

Total 

06 

85,670 

8  u 
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From— 

Qoantitj. 

Weight 

Great  Britain     .. 
Turkish  ports     .. 

Packages. 

6,268 

12,607 

Okes. 

7,200 

16.200 

Total 

18,760 

22,400 

Pbuitb. 


From— 

Qoantity. 

Weight. 

TurkishportB     .. 

Packages. 
79,680 

Okes. 
190,000 

PiTBOLEUX. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight  • 

America 

Cases. 
17,600 

Okes. 
466,000 

Oil. 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight 

Greece    .. 
Turkish  porta     .. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Skins. 
8,200 
7,120 

III 

Total 

10,820 

110,000 

From— 

Quantity. 

Weight 

TurkishportB     .. 

Packages. 
8,860 

Okee. 
4,620.000 

BULUOV. 


From-^ 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

Great  Britain    .. 
France    .,        ••        ,, 

Turkiah  porta    !i        !! 

Baga. 
700 
420 

1,114 
666 

62,800 

21,660 

116,446 

79.188 

Total          ..        ,. 

2,800 

278.948 
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The  ffoods  imported  from  Egypt  and  Tiurkish  ports  have  in  a  great 
measure  oeen  transhipped  at  Alexandria  and  Smyrna  from  steamers  not 
proceeding  further  on  the  voyage  from  Europe  to  Mersyna. 

Manufactured  Goods  have  been  confined  to  the  quantity  required  for 
the  consumption  of  the  province  of  Adana,  the  transit  trade  to  Asia 
Minor  having  ceased;  and  the  value  of  those  landed  at  Mersyna  in 
1875  has  fallen  to  20,670/.  from  that  of  1874,  which  was  380,000Z. 
There  was,  however,  a  large  quantity  of  manufactured  goods  imported 
in  1874  still  unsold  in  the  beginning  of  1876.  The  prices  were  not 
remunerative. 

Coffee  has  been  imported  in  1876  to  about  one-half  the  quantity 
landed  at  Mersyna  in  1874,  and  it  has  not  all  been  disposed  of,  even  at  ^ 

reduced  rates.  ■ 

Sugar  has  fallen  one-fourth  in  quantity  imported,  and  the  prices 
have  fallen  one-third. 

Bice  has  gone  down  still  more,  only  one-half  the  quantity  imported 
in  1874  having  been  brought  to  Mersyna  in  1876,  and  the  prices  were  j 

very  low.  1 

Spices  have  been  landed  at  Mersyna  in  1876  to  the  amount  of  one- 
fourtn  of  the  quantity  imported  in  1874,  and  the  prices  have  receded  in 
a  still  greater  ratio. 

Leather  has  been  imported  in  1875  for  the  first  time  direct  from 
Europe  to  Mersyna,  but  it  has  not  proved  a  good  investment. 

JsaiU  have  fallen  to  one-third  of  the  quantity  consigned  in  1874, 
but  the  prices  have  greatly  risen,  in  consequence  of  the  insufficiency  of 
the  consignments  to  meet  the  demand. 

Bagging  has  been  sent  to  Mersyna  in  1876  in  nearly  double  the 
quantity  consigned  in  1874,  in  the  hope  of  its  being  required  for  the 
exportation  of  agricultural  produce,  but  that  hope  has  not  been  fully 
realized,  and  a  large  quantity  has  remained  unsola. 

Tobacco  has  been  imported  in  the  small  packages  now  in  use  to  an 
amount  little  exceeding  one-fourth  of  the  quantitjp  consigned  in  1874, 
and  this  has  arisen  from  the  demand  for  it  m  Asia  Minor  having  been  J 

supplied  at  Smyrna.  ^ 

Soap  has  greatly  increased  in  amount  imported,  bat  it  has  not  all 
found  a  market,  though  the  price  was  favouraole. 

Wine  and  Sprite  have  fallen  in  1876  below  one-third  of  the  quantity 
imported  in  1874.    The  p'ackages  being  now  skins  instead  of  casks,  the 
augmented  number  does  not  imply  an  increase  of  amount.    The  prices      • 
have  been  high  in  consequence  of  the  limited  supply. 

Iron  has  been  imported  onlv  in  a  small  quantity  to  supply  the  place  of  ^ 

that  which  is  usually  obtained  from  the  neighbouring  mines  of  Marash, 
and  which  had  not  oeen  forthcoming  during  the  time  when  cholera  was 
raging  and  the  works  were  stopped. 

Lead  and  Copper  have  been  consigned  to  Mersyna  in  1875  in  small 
quantities  without  success. 

Fruits  have  been  brought  in  large  quantities,  realizing  but  ^n 
indifferent  return. 

Petroleum  is  advancing  as  an  article  of  importation^  and  with  fair 
profits. 

Oil  has  also  been  imported  with  success,  but  in  small  quantities. 

Sundries  have  greatly  extended  in  variety  of  imports.  In  like 
manner  as  at  Aleppo,  they  have  been  mostly  consigned  on  triai,  with 
the  view  of  reviving  trade,  which  effect  they  have  not  produced. 

Bullion  has  been  imported  in  large  amounts,  in  conseauence  of  the 
complete  collapse  of  commercial  credit  having  prevented  tne  circulation  j 

of  bills  of  exchange  and  obliged  the  merchants  still  possessed  of  more 
or  less  capital  to  remit  gold. 

3  u  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC^ 


992 


T1TBEBT. 
AdAKA.— BXPOBT  TBiJ)E. 


The  principal  article  of  exportation  at  Mersyna  having  always  been 
grain  of  different  kinds,  and  its  inferior  quality,  through  the  injury 
done  to  it  by  too  much  rain,  haying  deterred  the  usual  exporters  from 
extending  their  operations  in  it  during  the  year  1875,  there  was  a  rush 
among  them  in  favour  of  cotton  which  stands  next  in  importance  as  an 
export  from  the  province  of  Adana,  and  which  had  derived  benefit  from 
the  plentiful  rains  of  spring.  There  have  been  large  and  successful 
consignments  of  cotton  to  France  in  1875  accordingly. 

The  merchandize  shipped  at  Mersyna  in  the  year  1875  has  been  as 
follows :— 


Articles. 

Qoantitj. 

Weight. 

Yalne. 

Wheat  and  barley 

Ck>ttoii 

Sesame  .. 

Hides 

Wax 

Madder 

Sundries 

Bullion 

Packages. 

105,408 

278,000 

81,400 

6,440 

3,795 

858 

5,470 

248 

Okes. 

14,542,040 

2,780,000 

8,600,000 

882,000 

14,000 

2,685 

91,000 

£ 

78.562 

225,000 

90,000 

25,760 

2,800 

2,120 

4,000 

28,070 

Total      .. 

429,114 

21,861,675 

446,812 

The  countries  to  which  the  merchandize  shipped  at  Mersyna  in  the 
year  1875  was  exported  are  as  follows : — 

WmBAH  ANB  BaBLZT. 


To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Great  Britaia     .. 

France 

»                     Italy       

Sacks. 
47,250 
88^807 
19,851 

Okes. 
6,824,000 
5,982,705 
1,785,885 

Total       .. 

105,408 

14,542,040 

OoTTOir. 


To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

France 

Austria 

Turkish  ports     .. 

Bales. 

105,000 

25,000 

148,000 

Okes. 
1,050,000 

250,000 
1,480,000 

Total       .. 

278,000 

2,780,000 

Digitized  by 


Google 


▲LSPPO. 

SniMi. 


To— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

France 

Sacks. 
81,400 

Okes. 
8,600,000 

HiDBS. 

To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

France 

Torkiflhports     .. 

Bales. 
8,870 
2,570 

Okes. 
554,500 
277,500 

Total       .. 

6,440 

882,000 

Wax. 

To— 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

-   Italy        

Turkish  ports     . . 

Cases. 

650 

1,145 

Okes. 

4,480 
9,520 

Total       .. 

1,795 

14,000 

M 

▲DDSB. 

To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Turkish  porte     . . 

Bales. 
853 

Okes. 
2,685 

SUNDBIES. 

To- 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

France 

Italy        

Austria 

Turkish  ports     .. 

Packages. 

682 

490 

210 
2,100 
1,988 

Okes. 
11,540 
10,900 
6,780 
85,000 
26,780 

Total       .. 

5,470 

91,000 
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To- 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Oi«at  Britain    .. 
Prance    .«        •«        •• 
Sgypt     ••        •*        •• 

175 

£ 

4,270 

2,655 

16A45 

ToUa      .. 

248 

23,070 

Wheat  and  Sarlev  have  been  shipped  at  Mersjna  in  1875  in  quan- 
tities less  than  half  that  which  was  exported  in  1874,  and  at  muen  less 
favonrable  prices  on  account  of  their  inferior  quality,  occasioned  by  a 
too  wet  season. 

Cotton  has  been  exported  in  1875  in  ten  times  greater  quantities 
than  in  1874,  and  at  better  prices.  Some  of  it  is  said  to  haye  been 
mixed  with  cotton  of  a  lonfi;er  staple  at  Smyrna  and  shipped  there  for 
Liverpool,  the  produce  of  this  country  not  oeing  suitable  alone  for  the 
English  market. 

Sesame  has  increased  ia  1875  on  the  shipments  of  1874  bj  one- 
tenth  in  quantity,  but  the  price  was  lower. 

Hides  have  augmeuted  in  value  by  nearly  one-third  in  1876,  the 
prices  being  equally  good  with  those  of  1874. 

Waa  has  nearly  tripled  in  quantity  exported  and  in  return  in  1875, 
the  demand  having  increased  in  Italy,  France,  and  Austria,  to  which 
two  latter  countries  it  has  been  forwarded  from  Smyrna  after  haying 
been  transhipped  there. 

Ba^s  and  Wool  have  not  been  shipped  at  Mersyna  in  1875,  the 
former  article  having  been  abandoned  as  unprofitable,  and  the  latter 
having  been  reserved  for  exportation  under  more  favourable  circum- 
stances. ^ 

Madder  has  fallen  off  by  one-third  in  1875  from  the  amount  shipped 
ab  Mersyna  in  1874,  the  yield  having  been  deficient. 

Sundries  have  faUen  off  one-fifth  in  value  in  1875,  and  increased 
three-fourtbs  in  quantity ;  but  few  of  the  articles  thus  shipped  experi- 
mentally have  given  much  satisfaction. 

BviUan  has  been  exported  to  a  small  amount,  produce  having  been 
in  demand  for  the  purpose  of  remitting  the  value  of  imports. 

Adaha.— Customs  Dots. 

The  amount  of  the  receipts  at  the  custom-house  of  Mersyna  has 
necessarily  diminished  with  the  decline  of  importation,  and  it  has  not 
been  estimated  at  more  than  16,000/.  in  the  year  1875  \  but  this  estima- 
tion cannot  be  accepted  as  absolutely  reliable. 

AnAiTA,— Natigatiok. 

The  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Mersyna 
during  the  year  1875  has  been  1,098,  of  which  116  were  steamers. 
Their  total  amount  of  tonnage  has  been.  188,975,  and  the  countries  to 
which  they  belong  are  as  follows  :— 
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Steamers. 

Tonnage. 

Bailing 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Oieat  Britain.. 

France 

BxmoM 

Anatria 

Italy 

Greece 

Turkey 

11 
54 
88 

•  • 
1 

14 

11,877 
58,854 
80,560 

.  • 
911 

8,750 

8 

2 

1 

19 

9 

28 

925 

758 

860 

75 

4,148 

2,598 

5,165 

20,424 

T6tal   •• 

116 

105,452 

982 

81,528 

The  number  of  British  vessels  has  been  one-half  of  that  of  1874. 
Those  of  France  have  been  fewer  bj  2,  of  Eussia  bv  9,  of  Austria  more 
by  12,  of  Italy  by  3,  of  Greece  by  9,  and  of  Turkey  by  889.  These 
latter  were  small  coasting  ships  in  the  carrying  trade  from  Smyrna  and 
Alexandria,  whence  large  quantities  of  merchandize  have  been  brought 
in  1876  instead  of  being  consi^ed  direct  to  Mersyna,  as  thejr  had  been 
in  former  years.  This  change  in  the  practice  of  navigation  is  owing  to 
the  cessation  of  consignments  to  Mersyna  for  Asia  Minor,  and  the 
portion  sent  to  Mersyna  is  for  the  consumption  of  the  province  of 
Adana  alone. 

AdANA. — ISTSBSAJU  TbADE. 

The  direction  taken  by  the  trade  of  Asia  Minor  towards  Smyrna 
and  the  Black  Sea  ports  in  preference  to  the  shipping  port  of  Mersyna 
has  cut  off  the  chief  resource  of  the  internal  trade  of^  the  province  of 
Adana,  and  houses  of  business  are  being  progressively  removed  else- 
where or  closed  altogether,  in  consequence  of  this  change  in  the 
channels  of  commerce.  The  articles  formerly  consigned  to  Asia  Minor 
are  now  sent  to  Egypt,  in  so  far  as  thev  can  find  a  market  there,  and 
the  remainder  has  ceased  to  be  producea. 

Cotton  Stt^s  of  native  manufacture  have  thus  fallen  from  a  total 
value  of  2,000Z.  in  1874  to  that  of  1,3601  in  1875,  while  it  was  20,000?. 
in  1878. 

Earthemoare,  which  was  once  an  article  fumishinff  an  active  trade 
at  Adana,  has  lost  its  importance  by  the  cessation  of  the  demand  for  it 
in  Asia  Minor.  In  1874  the  quantity  sold  was  worth  17,000/.,  in  1876 
it  is  computed  at  2,700/. 

Carpets  of  Turcoman  manufacture  were  sold  in  1874  for  11,400/. ;  in 
1875  they  have  realized  only  4,000/. 

Driea  Beef  was  prepared  in  former  years  solely  for  sale  in  Asia 
Minor,  but  it  has  now  disappeared  from  the  market  at  Adana. 

The  total  value  of  the  internal  trade  of  the  province  of  Adana  in  the 
year  1875  has  been  estimated  as  follows  :— 

£ 

Cottonetofii 1,860 

Earthenware 2^700 

Carpetfl 4^000 

Total       8,060 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  whole  trade  of  the  provinoe  of  Adana  in 
the  year  1875  has  been  909,778/.,  deriyed  from  its  three  Bonroes  in  the 
following  proportions : — 
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£ 

Imports 455,401 

Bxporte *^«12 

Internal  trade 8^060 

Total       909,778 

The  value  of  the  imports  in  1875  is  thus  less  than  that  of  the 
imports  in  1874  by  636,099?. ;  the  value  of  the  exports  in  1876  exceeds 
that  of  the  exports  in  1874  by  189,112?. ;  and  the  value  of  the  internal 
trade  iH  1876  is  less  than  that  of  the  internal  trade  in  1874  by  23,740/. 
The  increase  in  exports  does  not  compensate  for  the  diminution  in 
imports,  in  so  far  ns  the  commercial  interests  of  Great  Britain  are 
concerned,  because  the  imports  come  chiefly  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
while  hardly  any  of  the  exports  go  to  it.  As  in  the  province  of  Aleppo, 
so  also  in  the  province  of  Adana,  British  trade  is  fast  sinking  into 
insimificance. 

The  rate  of  exchange  at  Mersyna  during  the  year  1876  cannot 
easily  be  fixed  when  bills  of  exchange  are  so  rare  and  bo  unreliable  that 
an  exorbitant  price  may  be  obtainea  for  those  that  are  above  suspicion, 
while  a  doubt  expressed,  perhaps  without  foundation,  can  bring  down 
the  best  signatures  to  the  lowest  value.  The  g6ld  sovereign  passed 
for  117  pias. 

Adajsjl. — Agbioitlttjbb. 

The  unusually  rainy  spring  of  1876  was  too  much  for  the  stiff  clay 
soil  of  the  Gilician  plain,  which  could  only  have  retained  its  accustomed 

Eroductiveness  if  it  nad  been  thoroughly  drained.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
as  ever  been  attempted,  and  indeed  it  would  not  often  be  required. 
The  crops  thus  rottea  on  the  ground  before  they  could  be  reaped,  and 
the  quautv  of  what  was  harvested  was  injured,  although  the  quantity 
was  abundant. 

Wheat  and  Barley  were  grown  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
6,000,000  kilos.,  weighing  from  18  to  24  okes,  and  woi'th  6i>7,000/. 

Chtton  derived  an  advantage  from  the  cause  of  injury  to  grain,  as, 
the  ground  being  saturated  with  moisture  when  the  seed  was  sown,  it 
grew  rapidly  in  size  and  strength.  The  crop  of  1876  has  been  estimated 
at  100,000  bales,  worth  about  90,000^. ;  but  the  staple  is  too  short  for 
the  English  market,  and  it  is  exported  chiefly  to  France. 

Seiame  has  also  furnished  a  good  yield  in  1875  on  account  of  its 
being,  like  cotton,  a  summer  crop  sown  in  spring.  There  were  over 
4,000,000  okes  gathered,  worth  105,000/. 

Madder  has  not  been  much  grown  in  1875  on  account  of  its  price 
having  fallen  in  1874.  This  was  a  mistake,  as  it  has  fetched  a  high 
price  in  1876.    About  3,000  okes  were  collected,  worth  2,400/. 

The  yield  and  value  of  the  different  crops  in  1875  has  thus  been  as 
follows : — 


ArUdes. 

Weight 

Value. 

Wheat  and  barley 

Cotton 

Sesame 

Madder 

Okea. 

5,000,000 

1,S00,000 

4,000,000 

3,000 

£ 

647,000 

90,000 

105,000 

2,400 

Totel       .. 

844^400 
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The  price  of  labour  was  still  lower  in  1875  than  in  1874,  an 
immigration  of  peasants  and  workmen  from  the  proyince  of  Aleppo 
haying  Ix^en  place.  Unskilled  labour  could  be  ootained  for  5J.  per 
diem,  and  carpenters  and  masons  could  not  earn  more  than  from  Is.  to 
1«.  6^  per  diem. 

AdAKA. — MAinTFAOTTBES. 

The  once  numerous  hand  looms  of  Adana,  are  now  used  only  for 
weaying  stuffs  for  home  consumption,  and  their  whole  work  in  1875  has 
not  been  worth  more  than  1^60/. 

Dyeing  establishments  follow  the  condition  of  hand  looms,  and 
when  there  is  so  Httle  woven,  there  must  be  still  less  djed.  In  1875 
the  work  done  has  been  valued  at  only  80/. 

Tanneries  are  still  in  comparative  activity  for  the  preparation  of  hides 
for  exportation.  The  herds  of  oxen  kept  by  the  nomadic  Turcoman 
tribes  on  the  southern  slopes  of  Mount  Taurus  furnish  profitable 
employment  for  tanners,  and  in  1875  hides  were  prepared  to  the  value 
ofdl,000;. 

Soap  Faetoriee  prosper  well  on  a  small  scale,  but  they  do  not  suffice 
to  supply  the  local  demand,  and  much  soap  is  imported  from  the 
province  of  Aleppo.  The  value  of  their  work  at  Adana  has  been  about 
5,000J.  in  1875. 

Flour  Mills  remain  stationary,  doing  no  more  than  is  required  for 
grinding  flour  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Adana.  The  value  of 
their  work  in  1875  has  been  about  2,000/. 

Cotton  Oins  are  advancing  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  production 
in  cotton.  There  are  now  nearly  200  of  them  at  work,  made  according 
to  the  best  methods  of  England  and  America.  The  value  of  their  work 
in  1 875  has  been  estimated  at  9,0007. 

Hydraulic  Fresies  are  also  becoming  more  numerous,  twenty-four 
having  been  at  work  in  1875  pressing  cotton,  and  twenty-eight  extracting 
oil  from  sesame  and  cotton  seed,  at  an  estimated  value  of  8,000/.  for 
their  work. 

The  total  value  of  native  industry  in  the  province  of  Adana  during 
the  year  1875  has  thus  been  51,890/.,  divided  as  follows : — 

Weavmgstuffii 1,860 

Dyeing  Btu£b  and  yam 80 

Tanning  hides 81,000 

Boiling  toap         5,000 

Grinding  floor 2,000 

Ginning  cotton 9,000 

Pressing  cotton  "I  «  ^^^ 

Extracting  oil       /         ^'"^^ 

Total    • 51,890 

This  amount  is  less  by  one-tenth  than  the  value  of  native  manufac- 
tures at  Adana  in  1874,  and  the  falling  off  is  occasioned  by  the  decline 
of  internal  trade. 

Adaka.— Public  VV^obks. 

Not  only  have  no  public  works  been  carried  on  in  the  province  of 
Adana  in  the  year  1875,  but  even  the  repairing  of  the  carriage  road 
•between  Adana  and  Mersyna  after  copious  rains  has  not  been  attended 
to.  If  it  continues  to  be  thus  neglected,  it  will  soon  cease  to  be 
passable  by  wheeled  vehicles. 
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Adavju— Bevekues. 

The  fiscal  refiourcea  of  the  provinoe  of  Adana  during  the  year  1875 
have  been  approzimatiyely  as  j^llows  :^— 

Direct  tax          28,000 

TazinlieaofmilitaiyflerTice 088 

Indirect  Uxes 50,000 

Tax  on  sheep      ••         .«         18,300 

Titheeofagriooltiiralprodiioe 104,000 

Tarioos  small  taxes      ..  ' 19,166 

Total       216,800 

The  expenditure  of  the  provincial  Goyemment  has  been  52,500/.,  and 
a  surplus  of  162,899^  has  been  paid  into  the  military  chest  and  imperial 
treasury,  besides  the  16,0001.  of  customs  dues  drawn  by  the  general 
department  of  customs  at  Constantinople. 

The  Deseet  Tbadb. 

The  wool  sold  for  exportation  by  tho  nomadic  Arab  tribes  is 
included  in  the  exports  of  Aleppo,  and  the  manufactured  goods  bought 
by  those  tribes  form  part  of  the  imports  of  Aleppo,  but  there  cannot  be 
a  correct  estimate  of  either  amount.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  there 
has  been  a  considerable  falling  off  in  each.  The  reason  of  this  may  be 
found  in  the  change  which  is  coming  over  the  wandering  population  of 
the  desert.  The  great  tribes  avoid  now  more  than  ever  the  vicinity  of 
towns,  with  the  view  of  escaping  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  the  small 
tribes  are  settling  as  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Butter,  cheese,  soda,  lambs, 
camels,  and  horses,  are  sold  as  usual  by  the  Bedouins,  but  not  to  so 

freat  an  extent,  money  being  scarce  amongst  those  wlio  were  in  the 
abit  of  trading  with  that  pastoral  people. 
The  steam  navigation  of  the  nver  Euphrates  has  been  allowed  to 
fall  into  neglect  and  disuse. 

• 

ABSTBA.CT. 

The  year  1875  has  furnished  unmistakable  evidence  of  hopelera 
decline  in  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the  consular  district  of 
Aleppo  through  the  opening  of  new  channels  for  the  conveyance  of 
merchandize. 

Aleppo,  December  31, 1875. 
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ANGOEA. 

JEtsport  hy  Oon^ular^Agent  Qatheral  on  the  Trade  and  Chmmeree  of  the 
Town  and  Province  of  Angora^  Asia  Minor^for  the  Tear  ending 
let  March,  1876. 

Thi  last  report  on  the  commercial  condition  of  this  part  of  the 
Turkish  Empire  referred  to  the  effects  of  the  famine,  then  at  its  height. 
During  the  year  1876-6  that  calamity  has  continued  to  have  a  very 
marked  effect  on  the  trade  of  the  place  and  the  state  of  the  people, 
and  the  results  of  that  terrible  visitation  are  still  felt,  and  are  likely 
to  be  so  for  several  years  to  come.  The  appeal  to  the  public  for 
subscriptions,  made  through  the  Consulate- Greneral,  Constantinople, 
met  with  a  liberal  response  both  in  Europe  and  America ;  a  fund 
amounting  to  upwards  of  30,000/.  has  been  collected  and  distributed 
by  a  committee  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose,  presided  over  by 
the  British  Consul-Qeneral.  A  large  proportion  of  this  amount  has 
been  distributed  through  this  affency ;  the  suffering,  though  extending 
over  many  other  partg  of  Asia  Minor,  being  most  severely  felt  in  the. 
pastoral  districts  to  the  east  and  south  of  the  town  of  Ansora.  The 
greatest  difficulty  throughout  has  been  obtaining  accurate  details  and 
statistics  of  the  state  of  the  starving  peasantry  from  the  local 
authorities. 

In  these  circumstances  it  was  necessary  to  send  special  agents 
from  village  to  village  to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  matters,  and  the 
Table  No.  I.  annexed  to  this  report  is  a  specimen  of  the  result  of  these 
enquiries,  and  shows  only  too  clearly  the  sad  loss  the  province  has 
sustained  both  in  live  stock  and  population.  It  is  still  necessary  to 
continue  giving  relief  to  the  most  destitute  of  the  population,  but 
that  is  now  confined  to  widows  and  orphans,  of  whom  there  are  at 
present  nearly  2,000  on  the  rolL 

The  principal  export  from  the  district  is  the  clip  of  the  large  flocks 
of  the  mohair  goats  which  find  here  the  pasturage  and  conditions  of 
climate  that  develop  this  beautiful  staple  to  the  lustre  and  almost  the 
fineness  of  silk.  The  winter  of  1874-75  was  one  of  unexampled 
severity,  and  following  as  it  did  closely  on  a  long  period  of  drought 
and  fannne,  the  goats  died  in  thousands,  the  average  loss  all  over  the 
province  being  nearly  60  per  cent.  Many  of  the  flocks  having  been 
driven  to  distant  districts  it  was  hoped  that  their  return  to  their 
native  pastures  would  cause  some  increase  on  the  previous  year's 
returns,  but  these  expectations  were  not  realized,  and  the  goat  tax 
returns  for  1875  show  a  further  decrease.  Table  No.  II.  is  a  compara- 
tive return  of  the  total  numbers  for  1873-74-75  respectively. 

For  the  present  year  the  prospects  of  this  important  branch  of 
trade  are  somewhat  better.  The  winter,  though  severe,  has  been  short, 
the  goats  are  in  fine  condition,  a  larger  proportion  of  kids  than  usual 
have  been  saved,  pasturage  is  abundcmt,  and  but  for  the  pressure  of  an 
ever-increasing  taxation  this  province  miffht  recover  itself,  and  a 
return  of  prosperity  be  confidently  predicted. 
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Public  Betentte. 

During  the  two  years  of  famine  the  local  treasury  remitted  nothing 
to  the  central  exchequer  in  Constantinople,  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes 
being  so  trifling  that  they  barely  sufficed  for  the  current  expenses  of 
the  local  Qovernment.  These  taxes  were  therefore  allowed  to  accumu- 
late as  arrears,  and  the  state  of  the  peasantry  particularly  was  so 
deplorable  that  great  eflforts  were  maae  in  Constantinople  by  the 
European  embassies  to  induce  the  Porte  to  remit  altogether  a  portion 
if  not  the  whole  of  these.  This  concession  was  granted  and  the 
remission  publicly  announced  by  the  Sultan's  decree  regarding  it ;  this 
law  has,  however,  remained  practically  a  dead  letter,  and  still  the  local 
officials  resort  freely  to  imprisonment  and  sequestration  in  carrying  out 
what  they  assert  are  their  particular  instructions.  By  such  means  the 
provincial  revenue  has  been  brought  up  to  a  considerable  amount,  the 
details  of  which  are  as  follows : — 

£ 

Income  and  property  tax 114^000 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  tithes  of  wheat,  barley,  rice,  &c 68,679 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  tithes  of  tobacco,  gum  tragacanth,  yellow 

berries,  gall  nuts,  opium,  &c.           4,008 

Goat  and  sheep  tax           46,678 

Military  tax,  paid  by  Christians  for  exemption  from  service  . .  10,104 
Military  tax,  paid  by  Moslems  in  lieu  of  service  when  drawn 

for  conscripts 2,565 

Transfers  of  property  tax,  stamps,  telegraph  service,  &c.        . .  7,988 

Weighing  tax,  on  aU  mohair,  &c.,  weighed  in  market . .         . .  1,079 

Total       ..         .*.         255,101 

This  total  represents  a  falling  off  of  one-third  in  the  revenue  com- 
pared with  average  years,  previous  to  the  famine;  the  diminution  being 
almost  entirely  in  the  goat  tax  item,  which  is  only  a  third  of  the  usual 
amount.  Taking  into  consideration  the  reduction  in  the  population  and 
wealth,  of  the  province,  the  result  shows  very  clearly  the  pressure  that 
has  been  applied.  Upwards  of  50,000/.  was  required  for  current 
expenses  of  tne  local  Government  during  the  year,  the  balance  being 
remitted  to  the  Treasury  at  Constantinople.  No  portion  of  the  revenue 
was  expended  within  the  province  on  public  or  reproductive  works  of 
any  kind,  and  the  province  is  constantly  exposed  to  the  risk  of  further 
famine  for  want  of  roads  or  any  easy  means  of  communication  with 
the  sea  coast. 

EXPOETS. 

These  consist  of  the  natural  products  of  the  province,  viz. :  mohair, 
yellow  berries,  gum  tragacanth,  and  opium.  The  estimated  value  is  as 
follows : — 

£ 
Mohair  (fair,  average,  and  inferiors)  . .         110,000 

Tell ow  berries  15,000 

Qums 10,000 

Opiums  2,500 

137,500 

The  destruction  of  the  goats  reduced  the  mohair  exports  by  more 
than  a  half,  and  washed  sheep's  wool,  which  is  usually  represented  by 
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a  large  amoimt,  was  non-existent  for  the  same  reason.    The  other 
items  of  export  show  a  slight  increase. 

Imposts. 

Owing  to  the  prerailing  poverty  these  were  very  inconsiderable 
during  the  year  1875.  Manchester  prints  and  cottons  to  the  value  of 
70,000^.  were  forwarded  viA  Constantinople,  but  such  was  the  ecarcity 
of  money  that  the  merchants  were  o})liged  to  resort  to  bartering  their 
goods  for  produce  in  order  to  dispose  of  their  stocks. 

Public  Wobks. 

As  already  indicated,  no  progress  has  been  made  in  suppljiog  thia 
the  greatest  want  of  the  province.  la  October  last  a  fresh  survey  was 
made  of  the  abandoned  railway  works,  and  it  was  publicly  annouuced 
that  the  Sultan  had  resolved  to  complete  the  line  Yrom  Ismidt  to 
Angora  at  his  own  expense,  but  the  rising  in  the  Herzegovbia  and 
fimuicial  difficulties  intervened  and  have  apparently  caused  this  under- 
taking to  be  again  indefinitely  postponed.  Such  being  the  state  of 
matters  it  is  obvious  that  this  part  of  Asia  Minor  offers  no  inducement 
meanwhile  for  the  investment  of  British  capital  or  for  cultivation  by 
colonists,  nor  is  there  any  hope  of  a  change  for  the  better  till  these 
fertile  districts  can  be  reached  by  railways  and  practicable  roads,  and 
have  in  addition  the  blessings  of  enlightened  and  progressive  Govern- 
ment conferred  upon  them. 
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T17BKET. 


Statistics  of  the  Bavi^es  of  the  Famine  in  the  Provinces  ot  Angora, 
and  of  the  Belief  Distribnted,  Eetums  of  Villagca  belonging  to 
the  Caza  of  Keskin. 


Namefofthe 

5,5 

o« 

Old 

i 

^1 

II 

ll 

a 

iz: 

Villages. 

1 

Q 

1-9 

1^ 

a 

B 

Ill 

S5 

1^ 

"1*^ 

1 

Taghshlban 

l.SftO 

400 

170 

150 

82 

6,000 

600 

400 

4,000 

70 

780 

2 

Hassan-dedd       ... 

420 

130 

60 

70 

6 

6,000 

120 

1,200 

27 

230 

8 

Aghaly     

1,100 

400 

160 

80 

4 

6,000 

... 

200 

2,000 

20 

640 

4 

Toara      

300 

100 

40 

20 

2 

2,000 

200 

60 

600 

4 

160 

ft 

ChoolIoQ 

600 

102 

30 

80 

23 

8,500 

800 

90 

900 

8 

860 

6 

Pazaryik 

650 

250 

100 

120 

32 

4,000 

40 

120 

1,200 

42 

800 

7 

Mahmattj-zir     ... 

450 

80 

70 

65 

26 

8,000 

... 

140 

1,400 

10 

800 

8 

Mahmattj-bala  ... 

250 

60 

40 

60 

10 

1,000 

60 

600 

6 

150 

9 

Oolaah     

80 

20 

10 

18 

2 

800 

"io 

84 

840 

4 

00 

10 

Kar^aU 

800 

800 

100 

75 

15 

8,000 

... 

200 

2,000 

17 

400 

11 

Kyrlk       

400 

140 

60 

60 

6 

1,800 

97 

970 

16 

200 

12 

Mabmoadloa      ... 

850 

150 

60 

60 

6 

2,600 

••1 

70 

700 

7 

IftO 

18 

Hagi-ball 

200 

80 

40 

20 

8 

800 

... 

45 

460 

4 

80 

6,850 

2,230 

^30" 

830 

165 

39,100 

1,190 

1,616 

16,160 

284 

8,690 

U 

dnechUi 

800 

860 

60 

80 

25 

2,000 

20 

200 

2,000 

20 

890 

19 

Akja-Karak 

170 

88 

10 

22. 

400 

... 

62 

620 

122 

16 

Euad-moamisU ... 

140 

39 

••. 

25 

1,000 

... 

40 

400 

101 

17 

Kurkjtder 

85 

84 

10 

400 

... 

80 

800 

ftl 

18 

Balishih 

885 

180 

"68 

60 

10 

500 

120 

1,200 

197 

19 

Kazonala 

820 

60 

41 

60 

18 

1,000 

... 

80 

800 

219 

20 

Koulakjiz 

776 

870 

84 

150 

51 

3,000 

60 

180 

1,800 

821 

21 

Kossedoarak 

205 

76 

16 

27 

10 

480 

40 

42 

420 

118 

22 

Karaly      

260 

100 

60 

60 

1,000 

66 

660 

110 

28 

Ezedla      

830 

78 

60 

70 

3,500 

"io 

80 

800 

207 

24 

Karkin     

161 

48 

20 

80 

2,000 

60 

600 

88 

2ft 

Sonavouah 

85 

30 

83 

15 

800 

22 

220 

22 

26 

BIyik-ajdin 

250 

03 

46 

60 

600 

"12 

64 

640 

112 

27 

Beth-pichak       ... 

278 

170 

14 

87 

1,000 

48 

480 

94 

28 

Yakoub  Hawan  ... 

117 

85 

21 

45 

1,000 

,  , 

31 

810 

61 

29 

SelamiT    

Eplakli     

220 

68 

64 

40 

700 

50 

60 

600 

98 

80 

163 

67 

29 

80 

500 

... 

50 

500 

67 

81 

Beklrbey^bassi... 

800 

138 

70 

40 

2,600 

60 

60 

600 

97 

82 

YenieUi    

110 

80 

66 

24 

800 

... 

14 

140 

14 

88 

Maden-re-Barak 

1,600 

280 

860 

120 

48 

4,000 

600 

870 

8,700 

960 

84 

Karishdiran 

167 

62 

87 

25 

800 

40 

400 

78 

8ft 

Yenlkoy 

115 

61 

25 

14 

600 

... 

20 

200 

89 

86 

HaydarHled6      ... 

160 

28 

20 

20 

260 

... 

20 

200 

113 

87 

Tenye      

69 

15 

... 

17 

800 

20 

20 

200 

64 

88 

Halep«U 

410 

46 

183 

46 

10 

8,000 

200 

46 

450 

281 

89 

Dikoxm    

275 

25 

66 

16 

2,000 

400 

28 

286 

194 

40 

Bey-Obaul 

1,200 

100 

800 

100 

20 

4,000 

100 

70 

700 

25 

800 

41 

BaghsheU 

650 

184 

60 

100 

18 

8,200 

200 

106 

1,060 

12 

816 

42 

Podar      

Total 

860 

42 

10 

85 

1,600 

300 

41 

410 

20 

808 

16,900 

4,997 

2,642 

2,206 

427 

81,240 

8,812 

8,686 

86,366 

668 

9,261 

Popalatlon  in  1678  of  th«  160  to  170  illlagM  belonging  to  the  Caza  of  Eeakin . 
Approzimato  number  of  deatbfl 


Ditto  of  population  disponed 
Bzisting  in  187ft     


...    ft2,000 
...     20,000 

82,000 
...      7,000 

...     28,000 
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GoiCPABi.TiTB  Betorn  of  Numbers  of  Mohair  GbatsJProyince  of  Angora, 
for  Tears  beginning  13tb  March,  1873, 1874, 1875. 


Districts. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

Angora  Town 

962 

998 

887 

Bej  Bazar     .. 

68,791 

82,048 

88,070 

Sionhosar      . . 

185,850 

86,587 

44,478 

Ayarh 

67,999 

^9,011 

35,234 

Kalichian 

82,558 

29,972 

25,773 

Tchorla  Yabann 

80,682 

124,029 

108,798 

Yayken  Kassaba 

105,777 

17,146 

13,082 

AshaEassaba 

80,682 

27,509 

84,083 

Tchibou  Koun 

57,826 

23,790 

25,711 

119,048 

7,984 

20,038 

Moolmllish    .. 

58,718 

84,596 

29,998 

Yougat  Tcbourun 

;;    1 

Haden  Boghzhon 

.. 

44,248 

16,144 

11,512 

Soongoorlo  Neisi  Yoggat     J 

Kaliserai  Injenns  Deyella   .. 

1,571 

146 

145 

KiiBheir  Keskdis  Me^jidid 

Avanos 

92,526 

18,104 

11,918 

Total 

997,2f7 

398,042 

394,669 

Angora,  March  1, 1876. 
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•         BAGDAD. 

Report  by  ConsuU  General  Nixon  on  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  of  TurkUh 
for  the  Tear  1876. 

Ik  comparisou  with  the  previous  year  there  has  been  a  large 
decrease  in  the  imports.  The  total  imports  into  Bagdad  for  the  year 
1874-75  amounted  in  value  to  450,402/.,  and  for  the  year  1875-76  the 
imports  had  decreased  according  to  the  customs  returns  to  210,6322. 

This  great  decrease  has  occurred  in  the  trade  with  Persia,  for  the 
imports  from  that  country  in  1874-75  amounted  in  value  to  205,208/., 
whereas  tho  imports  from  Persia  in  1875-76  amount  only  to  65,678/., 
exliibiting  a  deficiency  of  139,^0/.,  thus  clearing  proving  that  the 
Persian  trade  has  obtained  an  outlet  in  another  direction,  either  to 
BuBsia  or  elsewhere ;  but  to  compensate  for  this  tho  exports  from 
Bagdad,  as  shown  in  my  returns  for  last  year,  amounted  to  only  41,736/., 
but  in  the  year  1876-76  they  have  reached  the  sum  of  230,472/.  The 
increase  seems  to  be  chiefly  on  one  article,  as  wool  to  the  value  of 
8,693/.  only  paid  duty  at  Bagdad  ia  the  year  1874-75,  whereas  in  the 
year  1875-76  wool  valued  at  1 84,634/.  passed  through  the  custom-house. 
The  facilities  offered  for  pressing  wool  at  Bagdad  have  doubtless  in- 
fluenced this  increase,  besides  the  steam  communication  on  the  river 
has  greatly  improved ;  but  I  gather  also  that  a  great  impetus  has  been 
ffiven  to  trade  by  the  native  merchants  embarking  in  speculations  with 
foreign  countries,  which  business  they  looked  on  previously  with 
suspicion. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  I  pointed  out  that  there  had  been  a 
diminution  oi  the  trade  of  Bagdad  vrith  Persia  ;  since  then  hia 
Excellency  the  Ambassador  at  Constantinople  has  addressed  me  a 
letter  on  the  subject,  and  I  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  privately 
conversing  with  the  Governor-General  of  Bagdaa  about  it,  he  assures 
me  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  revive  the  trade,  and  explained  to  me 
that  he  had  received  a  letter  of  thanks  from  the  Shah  of  Persia  for  his 
kind  treatment  of  Persian  subjects.  Of  course  my  intervention  is 
simply  limited  to  friendly  advice  and  counsel  in  order  to  obtain  a 
renewal  of  free  intercourse  between  the  two  countries.  Formerly  the 
Persians  used  to  trade  greatly  with  Bagdad,  as  the  shrines  of  !Nejjeff 
and  Kerbella  in  the  neighbourhood  are  places  of  pilgrimage  to  which 
sheeahs  of  the  Mahommedan  faith  flock  from  all  countries,  and  it  is  to 
the  absence  of  Persian  pilgrims  we  must  partially  ascribe  a  decrease 
of  the  imports,  as  most  of  the  pilgrims  come  to  trade  as  well  as  perform 
their  devotions. 

The  province  of  Bagdad  is  gradually  bemg  drained  of  all  its  specie, 
which  is  sent  as  fast  as  collected  in  gold  to  Constantinople ;  in  ract,  I 
am  informed  that  in  another  year  or  two  very  little  of  the  gold  coinage 
will  be  found  in  the  province. 

The  Turks  have,  moreover,  for  some  years  past  prohibited  the 
exportation  of  horses  from  Arabia ;  this  has  greatly  inconvenienced  our 
stud  arrangements  in  India,  and  is  yearly  losing  the  Turkish  G^yem* 
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ment  a  large  sum:  of  money,  aa  they  lose  the  export  tax.  The  trade  is 
of  course  not  stopped,  as  the  exportation  goes  on  from  the  Persian  port 
of  Mohamerah,  to  which  place  they  are  smuggled.  This  mischievous 
restriction,  howeyer,  discourages  the  breeding  of  horses,  and  I  think 
would  be  removed  if  a  proper  representation  were  made  to  the  Porte 
on  the  subject,  as  it  involves  a  regular  loss  of  revenue  which  Turkey 
can  ill  afford. 

I  venture  again  to  drawn  attention  to  the  monopoly  exercised  by  the 
Turkish  Government  in  only  permitting  two  English  steamers  to  ply 
the  rivers  between  Bagdad  and  Bussorah,  because  the  Turks  desire  to 
retain  the  monopoly  of  the  carrying  traffic  in  the  own  hands.  The 
Tigris  and  Euphrates  rivers  are  two  arteries  of  commerce  which  it  is  to 
be  hoped  will  one  day  be  thrown  open  to  the  world. 

In  April,  1875,  an  epidemic  broke  out  in  the  marshes  of  the 
Euphrates,  and  Dr.  Golvill,  of  this  agency,  was  deputed  to  examine  and 
enquire  into  the  matter.  He  visited  Hillah,  and  travelled  thence  down 
the  Euphrates  to  Bussorah,  examining  the  sick  on  his  way ;  the 
epidemic  he  pronounced  to  be  veritable  plaf;ue.  This  year  it  has  been 
very  rife  at  Hillah,  and  will  doubtless  acquire  strength  every  year  until 
it  culminates  in  a  great  disaster.  The  disease,  a  malignant  infectious 
typhoid  fever,  is  bred  and  fostered  in  the  marshes  ot  Mesopotamia ; 
indeed,  that  country  in  the  course  of  &  few  years  will  for  the  most  part 
become  one  vast  marsh  unless  somethins;  be  done  to  guide  the  waters  of 
the  Euphrates  into  its  own  channel.  The  fact  is  that  the  whole  of  the 
vast  engineering  scheme  of  the  ancients  for  irrigating  Mesopotamia  has 
been  so  neglected  that  it  will  require  the  science  of  a  whole  decade  to 
control  the  Euphrates,  which  now  yearly  discharges  a  great  quantity  of 
its  surplus  water  into  the  Tigris  about  three  miles  below  the  city  of 
Bagdaa.  The  level  of  the  bed  of  the  !Biver  Tigris  is  much  lower  than 
that  of  the  Euphrates,  and  its  waters  were  made  use  of  to  irrigate 
Mesopotamia  formerly.  One  point  is  quite  apparent  that,  as  regards 
this  disease,  until  some  scheme  is  set  on  foot  tor  draining  the  marshes 
we  shall  have  a  yearly  increasing  mortality,  and  the  danger  of  the 
disease  spreading  to  India  staring  us  in  the  face. 

In  consequence  of  the  disease  above  referred  to  we  have  now 
nearly  every  year  internal  quarantine  established  in  Bagdad ;  its  useful- 
ness 18  somewhat  equivocal,  as  it  tends  to  collect  crowds  of  people  into 
camps  and  thus  encourages  contagion,  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  with  this  disadvantage  it  has  the  advantage  of  enablmg  super- 
vision to  be  exercised.  But  the  quarantine  is  not  effective,  inasmuch  as 
the  country  is  an  open  plain  and  people  can  therefore  avoid  the  roads ; 
this  is  evident,  as  the  people  leave  Hillah  in  every  direction. 

The  Turks  have,  however,  acted  with  a  good  deal  of  energy,  and 
done  everything  in  their  power  to  stop  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

There  is  a  lar^e  standing  army  in  the  province  of  Bagdad  which  is 
well  armed  and  disciplined ;  the  officers  as  a  class  are  also  efficient,. and 
their  scientific  attainments  are  not  be  ignored.  I  mention  this  as  we 
are  very  apt  to  despise  the  armies  of  other  nations  until  we  are  brought 
into  actual  conflict  with  them. 

During  the  past  year  Eeaif  Pasha,  the  Governor-Gteneral  of  Turkish 
Arabia,  was  re-called  to  Constantinople  and  replaced  bv  Abdul 
Bahman  Pasha,  at  the  same  time  an  opportunity  was  taken  of  dividing 
the  province,  and  Bussorah  was  made  a  separate  villayet  or  Govern- 
ment; Nasir  Pasha,  the  sheikh  of  the  Montenk  Arabs  and  the  conqueror 
of  El-Hassa,  was  made  Governor-General. 

Our  relations  have  been  on  a  satisfactory  footing  hitherto,  and  no 
difficulties  have  occurred  in  the  transaction  of  business.    We  have  a 
[542]  8  X 
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greafc  namber  of  Indian  Mahommedan  snlrieetB  residents  in  th^  pio^ 
yinee  of  Bagdad,  who  reside  chieflj  at  the  snTines  of  N«jjeff,  K^bella, 
and  Kazemain,  and  the  weekly  steam  comnranication  with  Bomfaajr 
caiEBes  a  hirg;e  influx  of  devotees  to  the  shrines,  but  there  is  searcelj  a 
complaint  that  reaehea^  me  that  is  net  readily  adjusted.  L  should  say 
from  personal  observation  that  Abdul  Bahman  Pasha  is  an  aMa. 
Oovemop-General,  and  one  of  that  enlightened  school  of  Tudu  whish 
is  represented  by  Mid&at  Pasha  at  Conatantinople. 

The  British  Gbvemment  has  had  its  attention  recently  drawn  to 
the  opening  of  the  old  trade  rente  from  Ispahan  to  Bussorah,  vi&  the 
Karoon  Biver,  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  an  agent  of  the  Bntish  India  8team 
Navigation  Ck)mpany,  who  recently  travelled  the  romta 

During  the  cold  weather  I  visited  the  Karoon  Biver,  and  went  i^ 
that  estuary  as  &r  as  Ahwae ;  up  to.  this  point  dio  river  is  navigable, 
but  at  this  point  a  ridge  of  rooks*  crosses  the  river  which  stops  the 
navigation ;  this  ridge^  nowever,  once  surmounted,  there  is  again  a 
wat^way  to  Sehuster,  from  thence  there  is  a-  ronte^  which  can  be 
traversed  by  padc  muleS'  to  Tspohan.  Hie  road  is,  however,  difficulty 
and  crosses  several  mountain  passes  of  about  6,000  feet  in  height. 

The  distance  from  Ispahan  to  Sehuster  is  abomt  260  miles.  It 
would,  be  a  great  point  if  this  route  could  be  opened  by  tfaeconstruotion 
of  a  roadf  but  I  see  no  hope  of  this  being  aeeomplished  by  the  Pendans, 
indeed  the  di£Scnlties  are  enormous,  but  as^  a  route  for  the  carriage  of 
opium  and  silk  by  mules^  its  shortness  recommeods  it  te  serious  atten* 
tion ;  but  it  will  be  lour  before  the  routes  vii  Bushire  to  Ispahan  and 
Bagdad  to  Teheran  will  be  superseded. 

The  territory  between  Schuster  and  Ispahan  is-  occupied  by  the 
Baehtyari  tribe,  who  8^>eak  a  language  of  tueir  own  called  '*  Loor ; " 
the;  are  Persian  Illyats  or  gipsies,  and  are  friendly  in  their:  disposition 
to  strangers* 

It  would  eertainlv  be  a  grand  route  to  opm  if  we*  could  make  a 
road  along iiieb^d  at  the  KiODon,  which  comes  down  from  the  moun- 
tains, distant  about  60  miles  from  Ispahan, 

I  regret  that  we  have  been  unable  to  obtain  returns  of  the  customs 
at  the  port  of  Buaserah. 

I  have  requested  Mr.  Bobertson,  Assistant  Political  Agent, 
Bussorahj  to  viat  Schuster  and  report  on  the  route  to  Ispahan. 
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STAT£MEi<rT  of  Imports  into  a&d'Iikports  from  Bagdad  from 
IStll'M&Mli,'  1ST5J  ttr  12tti  * Mttfvb',  *  l^W?* 


Impobib. 


Articles. 


vimporto  from  Penla — 
GaipetBofaiisei    .. 
CombBy  wooden    . . 
Cotton      .. 
Dye  (madder  rool) 
I^ogsof  allisofftK, 

GaUfl        

Grocery  of  all  Mrts 
Leather    . . 
MillBtones. . 
Piece  goods  of  <wrt0 
Seeds 
Shot 

Silk,  aU  sorts       .. 
Tobacco    . . 
,y     pipe 
Tin 


Import  from  Bahrein — 
Pearls 

Imports  from  In^Ua^ 
uidigo 

Hoga  silk  (difiaree) 
Printed  goods  of  sorts 
Silk  piece  goods* .  • 
Tea 


Jiized  imports  fr^m    India  and 
Europe- 
Chintz  and  otberpiece  goods 
Cloth^  grey  and  bleached 

Coffee  and  drugs 

Cochineal 

Copper  sheet • 

Cotton  scarfe  of  ookHVs  .  • 
Huslin  scarlBy  embroidered 
Hndtaidresses         „ 

Sugar  of  all  sorts 

Tiaiiggti 


Total  imports  .. 


Nunber 
OkM 


Cantars 

Okes 

Kuanber 

Pairs 

Pieces 

OkBs 


Cantars 

Miscals 
Okes 


Okes 


Pieces 
Okes 


Pieces 


Cantars 
Comtars 


Quantity. 


15,648 

18,000 

118 

2,451 

8,885 

6 

15,890 

5)90 

65 

8,680 

450 

116 

81,725 

945,450 

11,618 

85 


810 
16,987 

mi 

825 
2,699 


106,074 

848,984 

97,561 

242 

54,257 

22,504 

728 

818 

9,474 

229 


Value.. 


£ 

5,395 

88 

6 

64 

225; 

15. 

485 

11 

15 

524 

10 

4 

16,997 

42,291 

282 

216 


14,028 

1,058 

574 

210. 

882 


83,781 

56,626 

6,248 

128 

11,284 

8,831 

851 

246 
10,265 

5M 


Total 
Amduni. 


£^ 


65,578 
639 


16^752 


127,668 


210,635 
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Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Total 
Amount 

£ 

£ 

Exports  to  Persia — 
Cloak,  woollen,  and  turban  pieces 

Pieces    .. 

8,482 

840 

m 

Combs 

Number . . 

4,156 

11 

Copper,  old        

Okes      .. 

120 

10 

Dates 

>i         •  • 

8,978 

85 

Drugs 

i>         •  • 

8,244 

83 

Flint 

Dozen    .. 

16,938 

48 

Hides,  cows'  and  buffaloes' 

Number,, 

995 

257 

Lambskin         

22,969 

585 

Linen  for  shirting 

Pieces    .. 

151 

104 

Logwood  powder 

Okes      .. 

8,598 

64 

Pitch 

II         •  • 

6,280 

14 

Printed  goods 

Pieces    .. 

898 

54 

Seeds      

Okes      .. 

98 

12 

Shoes  and  slippens        •  • 

Pairs      ., 

855 

82 

Touchwood  fans,  &c      . . 

, . 

., 

10 

Turban  pieces  (aghabum) 
Wood  as  building  materials     . . 

Pain      ., 

17 

9 

Number . , 

800 

12 

Sundries 

•• 

21 

1,701 

Exports  to  Russia— 
Lambskin         

Number., 

612 

,, 

11 

Exports  to  India  and  Europe— 

Okes      .. 

538,810 

8,180 

ll^tian  com 

»         •  • 

10,344 

128 

Embroidered  goods 

Pieces    .. 

72 

64 

Fruits,  diT,  raisin£L  almonds,  &c. 

Okes       .. 

11,587 

671 

Galls,  blue          

»         •  • 

176,671 

7,451 

Gum  tragacanth 

Guts  and  lamb  skin 

»         •  • 

9,588 

408 
8,898 

Linen  for  shirts 

Pieces    .. 

65 

88 

Mash,  a  kind  of  pulse   •  • 

Okes      .. 

84,571 

252 

Old  rags 

»         •  • 

2,680 

92 

Orpiment           

M                        •  • 

4,220 

649 

Silver  ornaments 

Miscals  .. 

828 

22 

Shoes,  &c 

Pairs      .. 

494 

U 

Sesame  seed       

Okes      .. 

98,772 

1,088 

Wheat 

„         •• 

4,819,825 

26,661 

Wool 

14,442,292 

184,684 

Sundries 

•  • 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

228,761 

•• 

Total  exports . . 

280,478 

CoKTBiLSTED  Statement  Blowing  Yalue  and  Description  of  Goods 
imported  into  Bagdad  for  the  Tear  1875-76. 


Articles. 

Turkish  Official  Year. 

Increase. 

Deeroflse,- 

1874-75. 

1875-76. 

From  Pers*ar- 
Bags  and  tent  i^eces      t  •        • , 

Carpets 

Combs • 

Cotton      • 

£ 

1,528 

28,498 

668 

65 

£ 

5,895 

88 

6 

£ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

1,528 

28,108 

680 

5» 
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Articles. 


Brngs       ••         ..         •• 
Dye  

Praitfl,  dried 

GallB         

Ghee         

Grocery 

Hand  and  headkerchiefe. . 

Leather     ..         ..   '     .. 

Millstone 

Piece  goods 

Seeds         

Shoes  and  slippers 

Silk  

„    manofacture . . 

Shot  

Stockings.. 

Tobacco,  Ispahan . . 

„       Shiraz    ..         •• 
„       pipe 

Tin  .... 

Ware         

Woollens 

Sundries   .. 
From  Bahrein — 

Pearls 

From  Rassia — 

Crockery  and  sundries    • . 
From  India — 

Indigo 

Hoga  silk 

Printed  goods  of  sorts     .  •         , 

Silk  goods 

Tea  

From  India  and  Europe  mixed— 

Candles,  sperm 

Canvas 

Caps  (fez) . .         .  • 

Chintz    ' 

Cloth,  grey  and  bleached 

Cochineal . . 

Coffee  and  drugs 

Copper  sheets 

Cotton  scarfs 

Crockery 

Hardware 

Lead         

Muslin  scarfs,  embroidered 
„      embroidered 

Marinos,  woollen 

Sugar 

Shirting 

Silk  goods 

Tin  ingots 

w  plates 

Turban  pieces 

Twist        

Sundries 


Turkish  Official  Year. 


1874-75. 


2,112 


101 


687 


775 


218 
77,655 
958 
820 
427 
82,267 
289 
518 


284 

507 

8,266 

808 

159 

47,800 
1,421 


Total 


4,006 
1,122 

2,368 

497 

720 

39,184 

68,006 


16,678 

8,861 

9,115 

49 

18,324 

185 


9.551 

20,458 

449 

H7 

2,761 

1,012 

200 

2,894 

1,704 


1875-76. 


452,498 


225 
64 

15 

'486 

"11 

•     15 

524 

10 

16,997 

4 

42,291 

282 
216 


689 


14,028 

1,058 

574 

210 

882 


33,781 

56,526 

128 

6,248 
11,284 

8,881 


851 
246 

1<5,'265 

'5O8 


Increase. 


210,682 


£ 

225 
64 

'15 


11 


10 


216 


886 


574 


123 
7,2*48 


851 
246 


Decrease. 


9,594 


£ 


2,112 

'101 
2,248 

687 

*760 

S74 

*218 

61,658 
958 
316 
427 

40,215 

231 

'234 

507 

3,266 


159 

33,272 
363 

3,796 
240 

2,363 

497 

720 

5,403 

11,480 

10,330 

*784 

49 

13,324 

185 


9,551 

10,188 

449 

117 

2,253 

1,012 

20a 

2,894 

1,704 


251,460 
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CoKTBASTip  S^tement  Blowing  Ytlue  and  Description  of  Goods 
exported  from  Bagdad  for  the  Year  1875-76. 


AHiclei. 

^Turkish!  Official  Year. 

Increase. 

Becrease. 

1874-75. 

18^5-76. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

>S 

ToPerei*— 

, 

Chinta,  printed    •• 

88  . 

, , 

. , 

^88 

Combs       

, , 

11 

11 

, , 

Copper,  old          

. . 

iW 

10 

•  • 

Bates        

29  . 

85 

6   • 

.*  • 

Brags       

• . 

88 

83 

,, 

Tlint         

, , 

48 

46 

•  • 

•Hidesy  cowi'  and  bafiUoes' 

.. 

257 

257 

,, 

^Lamb  akin 

940  . 

585 

•  • 

855 

Leather,  sheep's,  cdlonMd 

28  . 

.. 

•  • 

:2B 

'Linen! for  shirting 

638  . 

104 

»•        i 

584 

Logwood,  powdered 

'Piece  gooes         

"S9  . 

64 

•  • 

64 

"88 

Pitch        

14 
54 

14 

Printed  goods 

, , 

, , 

Seeds        

12 
82 

J12 

Shoes  and  slippers 

lU 

•82- 

Tonchwood  and  &aB,  &c 

•  • 

10 

10 

•  • 

Turban  pieces 

88 

266 

288 

•  • 

'Woollen  goods,  cloaks,  &c. 

808 

88 

. . 

M(y 

Wood,  bnilding  materials 

.. 

12 

02 

... 

Sundries 

282 

21 

, , 

^1 

To  Kossia— 

Lambskins         

196  . 

11 

, , 

185 

To  Indi&and  Europe  mlxed^ 

Bates        

•946 

8480 

2,284 

•  • 

SgypUan  com 

170 

128 

,. 

47 

Embroidered  goods 

., 

64  1 

.M 

•  • 

191 

671 

480 

•  t 

Galls,  blue*         .. 

9,282 

7,451 

4,169 

•  • 

Gum  tragacanth 

•  • 

4A8  , 

406 

.•  • 

Outs  and  lamb  skins 

880 

8,898 

8,018  . 

•  • 

Linen  for  shirts 

, , 

88 

88 

•  • 

Mash,  a  sort  of  pulse 

•  • 

252 

252 

•  • 

Old  rags   .  •        •  •        • .        •  • 

^  ^ 

92 
549 

92 
649 

Orpiment.. 

•  • 

«• 

Piecegoods 

28 

•  • 

•  • 

J28 

Silyer  ornaments 

.. 

22 

22 

•  • 

Shoes  Ac . .         *  •         •  •         •  • 

,  ^ 

34 
1,088 

84 
1,088 

Sesune  seed 

, , 

Wheat 

25,418 

20,661 

1,248 

•  • 

Wool        

8,698 

184,634 

175,941 

. . 

Sundries   •#         ••         •• 

4 

6 

2 

•• 

Total 

41,786 

280,478 

190,548 

1,806 

Digitized  by 


Google 


BAGBAD.  1011 

Peiois  of  Grain  from  13th  March,  1875,  to  12th  March,  1876. 


Articles. 


Bioe,  common,  per 

134  Ibi. ... 
Wheat  ditto 
Bailey      ... 


1876. 


.«.  «rf.. 


8  6 
4  8 
2    7 


a.  d. 

8  II 
4  10 
«    0 


8.   d. 

9    4 

4  10 
'4    0 


4.  d, 

9  9 

4  10 

'3  0 


9  4 
4  8 
2    B 


«.   d. 


9    4 

4    8 
2    9 


*.    d. 


8  6 
4  8 
2    9 


s.  .J. 

8  6 
4  8 
2    9 


«.   d. 


8  6 
4  8 
8    0 


*     d. 


8  6 
4  5 
B    0 


1876. 


8.    d. 


8  6 
4  5 
8    0 


«.  rf. 

8  e 

4  8 

3  0 


Bagdad,  March  20, 1676. 
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jRepori  hy  Viee-Constd  J  ago  on  the  Trade  ^  Commerce^  and  Agriculture  cf 
the  Vilayet  of  Syria  during  the  Tear  1875. 

Thb  condition  of  Syria  cannot  be  said  to  have  improved  since  my 
report  of  last  year.  It  is  true  that  the  crop  of  cereals,  upon  which  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  mainly  depends,  were  abundant  both  in  Syria 
and  ralestine,  and  prices  of  bread  stuffs  ruled  lower  than  for  some  years 
past.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  excessive  cost  of  transport  from 
the  interior  to  the  coast,  coupled  with  little  demand  from  Europe, 
caused  the  greater  portion  of  the  surplus  produce  to  remain  unsold, 
thus  diminisaing  the  profits  of  the  agriculturist,  restricting  his  power 
of  consumption  of  European  and  native  manufactures,  ana  producing 
general  commercial  inactivity  and  stagnation  of  trade.  Thus  the  relief 
to  the  country  was  more  apparent  than  real. 

Adverse  as  was  this  state  of  things  to  general  prosperity,  other 
circumstances  still  more  detrimental  in  their  influences  occurred  durioff 
the  summer  to  make  matters  still  worse.  I  refer  to  the  outbreak  of 
cholera  and  its  consequences. 

In  March  rumours  of  the  appearance  of  the  epidemic  at  Hamah,  in 
the  Orontes  valley,  were  rife,  but  were  not  at  first  credited,  owing  to 
the  belief  that  the  disease  could  not  originate  in  this  country.  Ex- 
amination, however,  established  its  identity,  and  the  epidemic  after 
running  its  course  in  its  place  of  origin  spread  in  June  to  Damascus, 
causing  the  suspension  of  ousiness  there,  and  the  flight  of  the  majority 
of  the  Christain  and  Jewish  inhabitants  besides  many  Moslems  to  the 
neighbouring  mountains  of  Lebanon  and  Anti  Lebanon,  the  altitude  of 
which  had  during  former  visitations  secured  to  them  immunity  from 
attack. 

The  news  of  the  ravages  committed  by  the  disease  in  Damascus  and 
its  neighbourhood  threw  the  population  of  Beyrout  into  an  alarm  which, 
accelerated  by  tlie  daily  arrival  of  terror-stricken  fugitives,  speedily 
degenerated  into  panic,  and  great  numbers  fled  to  the  Lebanon.  The 
appearance  of  cholera  in  Beyrout  at  the  latter  end  of  July  witnessed 
the  exodus  of  nearly  three-fourths  of  its  population,  amounting  to  about 
40,000  souls,  causing  the  total  suspension  of  business  besides  the 
closing  of  the  tribunals,  workshops,  stores,  and  offices,  and  ren- 
dering ejitire  quarters  of  the  city  desolate  and  deserted.  To  complete 
the  injury  to  trade  the  ports  of  Palestine,  Egypt,  and  Cyprus  placed  a 
prohibitory  quarantine  upon  arrivals  from  Syria,  and  direct  commu- 
nication with  these  countries  was  thus,  save  by  telegraph  and  post,  cut 
off  for  many  months.  The  Itussian  and  Turkish  lines  of  mail  steamers 
ceased  to  n*equent  the  coast,  an  example  foUowed  by  the  only  direct 
line  of  English  steamers  which  visit  us ;  and  exports,  save  of  the  one 
article  of  silk,  almost  ceased.  Quarantine  precautions  were,  moreover, 
permitted  by  the  authorities  to  be  imposed  in  many  instances  by  such 
towns  and  yiUages  of  the  country  as  chose  to  adopt  them  at  their  own 
expense,  while  in  other  cases,  prohibitory  quarantine  restrictions  were 
arbitrarily  imposed  by  the  inhabitants  themselves  upon  arrivals  by  sea 
as  well  as  by  land,  and  naturally  tended  to  the  further  detriment  of  the 
means  of  communication  and  increased  paralyzation  of  business.    To 
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48uch  an  extent  was  this  facility  for  establishing  quarantine  indulged  in, 
that  villages  of  the  Lebanon,  many  \sithin  au  bour*s  walk  of  Beyrout, 
placed  persons  and  provisions  coming  thence  in  six  da^s'  quarantine, 
which  m  the  total  absence  of  any  kind  of  lazzarettoi  had  perforce 
to  be  passed  in  the  open  air»  to  the  detriment  of  health  and  general 
increase  of  sickness.  The  inefficiency  of  such  measures  speedily 
became  apparent  in  the  breaking  out  of  cholera  in  a  large  over-crowded 
village,  2,200  feet  above  the  sea  level,  which  had  become  notorious  for 
the  extreme  precautions  there  adopted  against  infection. 

As  may  be  conceived  the  panic  and  confusion  wrought  in  the 
country  could  go  little  farther. 

The  majority  of  those  who  had  fled  from  Beyrout  and  other  infected 
<aties  were  persons  who  could  ill  afford  the  expense.  They  were  those 
whose  daily  toil  and  industry  alone  sufficed  for  the  maintenance  of 
themselves  and  families,  and  who,  in  order  to  meet  the  cost  of  this  self- 
-expatriation  and  cessation  from  bread-winning  pursuits,  were  obliged  in 
many  instances  to  pawn  and  sell  what  little  valuables  they  possessed,  or 
else  to  borrow.  Among  the  native  commercial  body  little  thought  was 
given  to  the  necessity  of  providing  for  bills  falling  due,  and  creditors 
and  debtors  alike  fled  side  by  side.  In  view  of  this  state  of  things 
importers  avoided  commitments,  and  orders  were  despatched  to  the 
manufacturing  centres  of  England  and  Europe  generally  to  suspend 
shipments;  the  cholera  meanwhile  having  spread  to  Horns,  Sidon, 
Latakia,  and  Tripoli,  towns  dependent  upon  Beyrout  for  supplies, 
producing  everywhere  the  like  panic  and  cessation  of  business.  Matters 
thus  continued  in  Beyrout  for  three  or  four  months,  when  the  cholera 
having  passed  away  people  began  to  appear  in  the  deserted  streets,  and 
by  the  end  of  September  the  town  resumed  somewhat  its  wonted 
aspect,  and  business  recommenced  with  increased  wants  but  with 
diminished  means. 

Besides  the  epidemic  of  cholera  which  visited  in  turn  most  parts  of 
Syria,  the  public  health  was  far  from  satisfactory.  At  Damascus, 
fevers,  pernicious  and  virulent,  took  the  place  of  cholera ;  while  in  the 
plains  of  Cele-Syria  and  the  district  of  Baalbec  typhus  and  other  fevers 
atruggled  with  the  epidemic  for  the  mastery  among  an  agricultural 
population  too  needy  to  provide  itself  with  medicine  even  if  the  latter 
were  procurable. 

The  over-crowded  villages  of  the  mountains  suffered  much  from 
sickness,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  sanitary  precautions,  and  to 
carelessness  or  inability  in  providing  against  altered  conditions  of 
temperature. 

Tripoli,  again,  was  ravaged  during  the  entire  sumnier  and  autumn 
by  small-pox.  Fevers  prevailed  in  the  country  to  sucn  an  extent  that 
the  diligences  and  waggons  of  the  French  road  company  between 
Beyrout  and  Damascus  ceased  temporarily  to  run,  the  majority  of  the 
drivers  being  stricken  down. 

The  continued  depreciation  in  value  in  the  French  markets  of  Syrian 
silk,  an  all  important  article  of  local  production  and  industry,  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year,  entailing  much  loss  on  spinners  and 
apeculators  besides  reducing  considerably  the  profits  of  the  producers. 

Naturally  enough  the  poorer  classes  suffered  most  by  the  adverse 
circumstances  I  have  above  narrated,  but  the  turn  of  the  monied  classes, 
large  and  smaU,  whose  means  had  enabled  them  to  pass  comparatively 
unscathed  through  the  evils  mentioned  was  to  come.  In  Beyrout  and 
Damascus  the  native  Syrian,  Christian,  and  Jewish  capitalists  had  of 
late  in  the  absence  of  any  sound  means  of  investment  in  this  country, 
largely  employed  their  capital  in  foreign  securities,  notably  Turkish! 
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Many  had,  moreover,  invested  yet  more  heavily  daring  the  summer, 
tempted  by  the  low  prices  which,  as  the  telegraph  informed  them, 
prevailed  in  the  financial  centres  of  Enrope,  and  ignoring  the  causes 
vrhich  brought  about  the  decline  and  which  culminated  in  %e  decree^  of 
the  Imperii!  Government  of  ^he  Gth  October  suspending  the  payment 
of  half  of  the  interest  upon  the  debt  of  ihe  empire. 

The  result  of  that  decree  in  influencing  the  price  of  stock  being 
known,  the  losses  thus  entailed  upon  the  local  commercial  <and^financial 
bodies  will  be  sufficiently  apparent.  Great  numbers,  chiefly  small 
investors,  have  suflered  among  the  Christians  and  Jews.  The 'Moslem 
element,  however,  escaped  iurjury,  as  it  holds  aloof  from  Bourse 
operations,  and  when  possessing  wealth  having  it  chiefly  locked  up  in 
real  estate. 

The  Damascus  Serghis  or  local  Government  bonds,  bearing  a  yearly 
interest  of  18  per  cent.,  formed  a  fevourite  investment  with  themonied 
Christians  ana  Jews  ot  Damascus  'and  Beyrout,  ijhiefly  of  the  former 
place.  This  debt  now  amounts  to  nearly  half  a  million  sterling,  ^o 
mterest  has  been  paid  for  many  years,  fresh  bonds  being  issued  half 
yearly  and  the  accruing  interest  capitalized.  This  latter  circumstance 
did  not,  however,  detract  much  from  their  value,  and  they  were  always 
held  in  high  favour.    They  are  now  unsaleable. 

From  all  these  various  causes  it  comes  about  that  the  present 
condition  of  the  buik  of  the  commercial  and  agricultural  classes  of  the 
country  is  one  of  indebtedness.  With  few  exceptions  everybody  owes 
money,  and  is  in  turn  the  creditor  of  others.  Luckily  a  proper 
estimate  of  such  a  state  of  things  prevails  among  the  people,  and  the 
danger  of  a  collapse  of  the  whole  fabric  is  warded  off  by  the  recognition 
of  the  danger  of  putting  on  a  pressure  which,  in  presence  of  the  great 
lack  of  currency  and  the  certainty  that  assets  would  prove  at  the 
present  moment  unconvertible,  would  only  make  matters 'worse. 

Impost  1!bade. 

BrUish  Imports. — ^The  number  of  bales  of  firitiith  manufacture 
imported  during  the  year  has  been  0,446,  of  the -approximate  value  of 
472,800J.  When  compared  with  former  years  the  following  results  are 
apparent  :— 

Bales. 

1870        8,800 

1871         6,850 

1872  10,939 

1878  11,892 

1874  .»         8,651 

la^S  ..         r         ..         ..  9,446 

The  above  indicates  the  total  imports  into  Beyrout  of  this  class  of 
merchandize,  and  little  is  mado  at  any  other  place.  Other  imports 
from  Great  Britain  in  the  shape  of  colonials,  metals,  and  sundries, 
form  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole,  the  value  of  which,  however, 
cannot  be  ascertained. 

Precise  statistical  information  respecting  imports  and  exports  are 
no  longer  available  as  in  the  last  few  years.  The  returns  were  then 
compiled  for  sale  to  the  public,  by  the  care  of  .a  private  gentleman  aided 
by  the  unofficial  assistance  of  customrhouse  subordinates,  stimulated  by 
Temuneration  for  their  trouble.  As,  however,  neither  the  commercial 
nor  official  classes  take  an  adequate  interest  or  place  sufficient 
confidence  in  such  compilations,  they  have  been  abandoned.  Con- 
eequeiltly  such  returns  are  no  longer  procurable. 
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Prices  of  imported  goods  proyed  moderately  remoneratiye  dnring 
the  early  portion  of  the  year,  out  were  less  so  daring  June  and  Jidy 
when  holders  in  yiew  of  the  approaching  epidemic  and  the  probable 
flight  of  buyers,  realized  their  stocks  often  below  prime  cost,  and 
generally  ceased  fuTidier  orders. 

With  the  cessation  of  cholera,  remoyal  of  local  quarantine-restrictions,^ 
and  increased  demand,  prices  hardened,  and  stocks  being  low  a  rise 
yarjinff  from  8  to  10,per  cent.^took  place,  but  mainly  in  T  cloths, -prints^ 
And  otner'low^priced  articles  offirst  necessity.  With  increased  imports 
prices  fell  off,  accelerated  by  want  of  confidence  in  local  paper,*amtthe 
difficult]^  and  cost  of  making  remittances;  and  by  the  end  df  the  year 
the  trade  assumed  again  its  former  stagnant  condition. 

EicpoBT  Tbajjx. 

ft'tt. — ^The  crop  of  cocoons  was  estimated  at  1,660,000  okes  -against 
1,600,000  okes  last  year,  and  2  million  okes  infayouraUe  seasons,  ^e 
crop  of  mulberry  leayes  was,  owing  -to  plentiful  rains,  a  good  cue,  and 
great  success  attended  the  hatching  of  the  seed  and  the  growth  of  the 
worm  in  its  earliest  stages.  Inopportune  rains  in  May  caused,-however, 
great  mortality,  reducing  the  proceeds  of  the  crop  below  the  ayerage. 

Although  cholera  came  too  late  to  exercise  much  influence  upon 
this  all-important  item  of  local  trade  and  industry,  the  continued 
depreciation  of  iSyrian  silk  in  the  French  markets,  caused  by  large  impoi^ta 
from  China  and  Japan  and  diminished  consumption  in  Europe  and 
America,  caused  serious  losses  to  local  spinners  and  speculators,  oesides 
great  curtailment  of  gain  to  the  peasant  producer.  Cocoons  fetched 
between  10  and  18  pias.  per  oka  as  against  30  to  35  pias.  in  late  years. 
The  price  of  common  Syrian  silk  in  the  French  market  has  now,  atihe 
end  of  the  year,  sunk  as  low  as  35  fr.  per  kilo ;  of  good,  67  fr. ;  being  less 
than  half  the  price  brought  within  the  last  few  years.  Prices  are  now 
tlms  touching  the  limits  of  40  years  ago,  when  money  possessed  three 
times  its  present  purchase  power  in  the  country. 

This  depreciation  has  been  an  additional  blow  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  Lebanon,  and  is  one  unfortunately  which  there  is  every  reason  to 
belieye  will  be  permanent. 

Mulberry  plantations  do  not,  at  this  moment,  realize  the  cost  of 
wm^ng,  and  many  ^proprietors  would  willingly  accept  the  half  of  the 
price  which  they  paid  eyen  three  years  ago,  but  there  are  no  buyers. 

In  some  parts  of  the  Lebanon  the  taxes  were  not  coyered  by  the 
produce  received,  and  several  owners  are  about  to  uproot  the  trees,  and 
plant  grain  and  tobacco  in  their  stead. 

Olive  Oil, — The  crop  this  year  has  been  excessively  «mall,  caused  hj 
the  great  yield  of  the  trees  during  last  year.  The  superabundance  of 
this  latter  has,  however,  prevented  prices  going  higher. 

Sa^s, — ^In  June  last,  owing  to  quarantine  regulations  prohibiting 
exportation  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  the  export  of  this  article 
ceased,  and  has  not  yet  been  renewed,  causing  a  great  falling  off  during 
the  year.  An  English  firm,  formerly  largely  engaged  in  this  commerce, 
has  ceased  operations  owing  to  these  restrictions  and  to  the  little  profit 
made  in  ordinary  times. 

OereaU. — The  harvests  of  1875  were  abundant  throughout  the 
oonnlry,  and  in  those  districts  near  centres  of  population  proved 
remunerative  to  the  cultivator  as  permitting  easy  sale  at  oomparative 
amall  cost  for  transport.  It  was,  however,  otherwise  in  places  far 
removed  from  such  centres  of  consumption,  owing  to  the  great  lack  of 
means  of  transport  brought  about  by  the  large  export  of  mules  and 
-pack-horses  to  Egypt  for  use  in  the  war  in  Darfibr. 
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In  tbese  districts,  such  as  the  south-eastem  part  of  the  Hauran  for 
instance,  the  camel  traasport  available  sufficed  simply  to  carry  the  grain 
from  the  harvest  fields  to  the  threshing  floors  of  the  distant  villages,  and 
little  was  left  for  service  to  the  markets  even  at  the  enhanced  rate  of 
50  per  cent,  over  ordinary  years.  This  dearth  of  transport  prevailed  so 
larfi;e]y  that  in  many  districts  the  peasants  finding  no  sale  on  the  spot 
and  requiring  money  for  payment  of  taxes,  debts,  &c.,  were  fain  to  give 
to  the  cameleers,  as  a  return  for  the  carriage  of  their  corn  to  Damascus 
and  Acre,  an  amount  in  grain  equal  to  the  load.  Tbus  half  their 
produce  went  in  transport  to  a  market. 

In  the  north-western  part  of  the  Hauran,  that  nearest  to  Damascus, 
the  best  wheat  fetched  from  1*.  lOi.  to  2«.  a  bushel,  and  in  the  south- 
eastern from  la,  to  1«.  2d,,  and  no  buyers  in  this  latter  case.  In  Bey* 
rout  the  same  wheat  commands  48,  to  5s.  a  bushel,  and  this  great 
disparity  between  cost  in  the  interior  and  cost  on  the  coast  has  had 
little  parallel  even  in  a  country  where  roads  are  not,  and  where  the 
means  of  transport  have  undergone  no  change  since  grain  was  first 
raised. 

Thus  in  many  districts  grain  has  been  without  sale,  in  others  sale- 
able but  at  unremunerative  prices ;  and  the  approach  of  winter  having 
rendered  the  tracks  generally  unavailable,  the  injury  to  the  interests  oi 
the  peasantry  has  been  great  in  many  iustances,  while  the  benefits 
accruing  generally  to  the  country  from  abundant  harvests  have  been 
shorn  to  a  very  appreciable  extent. 

Exports  were  necessarily  confined  in  the  face  of  low  prices  abroad 
to  those  districts  whose  vicinity  to  the  coast  diminished  the  cost  of 
transport,  and  large  shipments  were  made  chiefiy  to  Turkey  and  the 
Levant,  comparatively  little  going  westwards.  At  Acre,  the  principal 
grain-shipping  port,  twenty-one  English  steamers  and  sailing  vessels 
cleared  with  full  or  part  cargoes  of  corn  for  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  income  of  the  road  company  (a  French  enterprize)  between 
Beyrout  and  Damascus  has,  I  am  told,  nearly  doubled  itself  during  the 
past  year  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  transport  by  ordinary 
means;  and  should  the  energies  of  the  administration  be  directed 
towards  an  increase  of  the  rolling-stock  and  a  diminution  in  its  present 
high  tariff,  larger  profits  would  undoubtedly  follow.  An  extension  of 
this  road  (the  only  one  in  Syria)  irom  Damascus  to  Mezarib  (Central 
Hauran)  is  under  discussion  between  the  company  and  the  Govern- 
ment. Mezarib,  besides  being  the  centre  of  an  enormous  grain-pro- 
ducing district,  which  has  earned  for  itself  the  title  of  the  granary  of 
Syria  on  account  of  the  excellence  of  its  yield,  is  one  of  the  principal 
stations  on  the  Syrian  Haj  route.  A  road  thence  wouhl  nioreoviT  offer 
no  engineering  difficulties,  and  would  develop  resuiCvS  which  are  at 
the  present  moment  practically  dormant. 

The  price  of  wheat  in  Beyrout  at  this  moment  (end  of  December) 
is  from  4«.  to  5*.  a  bushel,  of  barley  Is.  10 J.  to  2s.  Prices  inland 
depend^  exclusively,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  upon  distance  from  the 
coast ;  it  is  therefore  useless  to  quote  them. 

Sesame  Seed.^The  crop  of  1875  was  a  good  one,  and  about 
6,600,000  okes  were  sent  to  France  from  Acre  and  the  ports  of  Pales- 
tine. Owing  to  continued  low  prices  in  France,  produced  by  competi* 
tion  arising  from  Indian-grown  seed  through  the  Suez  Canal,  prices, 
which  began  at  2|  pias.  the  oke,  have  fallen  to  2^  pias. 

Tobacco. — ^In  my  report  of  last  year  I  mentioned  the  serious  dimi« 
nution  in  production,  caused  by  the  fear  of  the  peasantry  of  the  penal 
clauses  of  the  regulations  of  the  "  Kegie "  touching  the  growth  and 
sale  of  tobacco  by  the  producers.    The  crop  of  1876  was  m  consequence 


Digitized  by 


Google 


gie    -^ 


BETEOUT.  1017 

far  below  an  average  one.  OwiDg,  however,  to  the  recognition  by  the 
authorities  of  the  baneful  influences  exercised  by  the  law  in  the  tobacco- 
erowing  districts,  the  clauses  in  question  were  allowed  to  remain 
dormant ;  a  larger  breadth  of  land  has  therefore  been  sown,  and  the 
crop  of  1876  is  expected  to  be  abundant.  Prices  rose  considerably  in 
1875  owing  to  the  scant  production,  and  in  Latakia,  the  principal 
tobacco  district,  reached  75  per  cent,  above  normal  rates. 

Sponges. — The  crop  this  year  has  been  very  deficient,  and  prices 
have  greatly  risen,  chiefly  of  ordinary  and  common  sponges.  The 
cause  of  this  deficiency  is  attributable  to  the  fright  among  the  divers  by 
the  appearance  of  a  sea  monster,  alleged  to  have  been  e<nial  in  size  to 
a  small  boat,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Batroun,  Mount  Ijebanon,  the 
chief  spouge-fishing  locality.  Its  actual  depredations  among  the  divers 
appears,  however,  to  have  been  confined  to  one  man,  whom,  on  the 
authority  of  a  fellow-worker,  was  said  to  have  been  swallowed  whole. 
.  In  consequence  of  this  fright  divers  ceased  operations  in  many  instances, 
hence  the  deficiency  in  the  crop  and  the  increased  prices.  Sales  were 
made  at  the  following  rates : — 

Piastres. 

Fine  • 850  to  650  per  oke 

Ordinaiy 100      150      „ 

Common  red  25        ^5      ,, 

Wool, — The  crop  was  estimated  at  20  per  cent,  above  that  of  last 
year  owing  to  the  abundance  of  the  "  latter  rains  "  and  consequent 
improvement  of  pasturage.  Prior  to  the  Franco-German  war,  exports 
of  this  staple  were  made  exclusively  to  France.  From  1870  to  1878 
England  and  Germany  took  the  surplus  crop.  In  1874  France  again 
began  to  buy  in  the  Syrian  market,  and  last  year  the  total  exports  were 
made  thither.  Prices  remained  unchanged.  1,400  to  1,500  pias.  per 
kantar  in  Damascus  for  unwashed  wool  was  the  average  quotation, 
although  1,600  pias.  was  reached  for  a  short  time. 

Shippiitg. 

The  French  and  Austrian  mail  steamers  have  continued  calling  at 
the  ports  on  the  Syrian  coast  during  the  year.  The  Turkish  and 
Bussian  lines  were  taken  off  in  June  owing  to  cholera,  and  have  not 
boen  yet  replaced.  Papayanni's  line  of  English  steamers  from- Liver- 
pool, the  only  direct  line,  have  also  ceased  to  visit  us  owing  to  excessive 
detention  on  the  coast,  quarantine  restrictions,  and  uttle  export. 
British  imports  are  made  by  way  of  Alexandria,  and  afford  employment 
in  the  way  of  freight  to  three  small  English  steamers  which  run  between 
Alexandria,  Beyrout,  and  Alexandretta  with  transhipment  cargoes  from 
England.  Of  sailing  vessels  under  the  English  flag,  seven  have  visited 
Beyrout  in  ballast,  seeking  grain-charters  from  the  coast,  besides  one 
coal-laden. 

PXTBLIC  WOBKS. 

The  contractors  of  the  Beyrout  Waterworks  Company,  Limited, 
handed  over  the  works  to  the  Company  on  the  27th  July.  The  advent 
of  cholera  has  retarded  the  development  of  this  useful  undertaking,  as 
the  majority  of  the  townspeople  having  fled  from  the  city  during  the 
summer  and  autumn,  applications  for  water  supply  remained  dormant 
for  some  time,  and  consequently  delayed  the  extension  of  the  works  so 
far  as  regards  house  supply.  Another  cause  which  militates  against 
the  present  success  of  this  undertaking  is  the  alleged  high  cost  of  water 
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(about  6^.  per  cubic  metre  per  annum  for  the  smalleBt  supply^,  and 
which  is  disproportionate  to  the  low  rents  now  prevailing,  while  tiie 
ijuantiiy  is  in  excess  of  moat  household  requirements. 

The  project  of  making  a  small  port  or  harbour  still  remains  upon 
paper,  but  has  advanced  no  farther.  The  works  of  the  road  between 
Shtora,  in  the  Cele-Sjrrian  Vallev,  and  Baalbec  still  drag  slowly  along; 
In  Mount  Lebanon  a  new  road  which  was  washed  away  by  the  lart 
winter's  rains  has  been  put  in  a  state  of  comparative  security,  and 
another,  a  mile  long,  has  been  traced.  This  completes  the  public  works 
for  the  past  year.  Private  enterprize  in  the  present  state  of  discourage- 
ment lacks  courage  to  engage  m  an^  undertaking.  The  schemes  for 
the  utilization  of  the  local  coal  deposits  of.  the  Lebanon  have  made  no 
progress,  the  confidence  of  foreign  capitalists  being,  found  wanting. 

Agbioultubs. 

In  Mount  Lebanon  the  harvests  of  cereal^  were  bdow  the  average  t 
that  of  olive  oil  very  deficient;  while  the  crop  of  silk,  althoo^  air- 
average  one,  proved. unremunerative  owing  to  the  great  depreciation  of 
thia  staple  in  the  Freneh  markets.  As  the  prosperity  of  the  mountain 
depends  wholly  upon  its  silk.and  oil,  the  condition  of  the  people  is  the 
reverse  of  cheering.  In  certain  districts  some  alleviation  was  ezperi- 
enotdby  the  large  increment  of  popalation  they  received  during  the 
summer  from,  the  neighbouring  cholera-stricken  cities  in  the  hiffh  prices 
paid  for  houses^  and  for  local  produce  such  as  meat,  vegetables,  mill:, 
trvdty  &c%  The  value  of  land  still  continues  to  depreciate,  and  the  few 
forced  sales  which  have  been  made  have  been  effected  out  of  all 
proportion  to  primwry  cost.  Owing,  however,  to  the  general  indebted- 
ness of  tha  Lebanon  and  the  absence  of  ready  money,  sales  of  land  al; 
any  price. whatever  are  difficult ;  and  foredosers  of  mortgages  have  been, 
in  most  instances,  obliged  to  buy  in  the  property  of  their  debtors  as  the. 
only  means  of  arriving  at  any  solution.  The  majority  of  creditors  are, 
however,  fain  to  wait  in  the  hope  of  time  bringing  some  remedy  to  a 
state  of  things  as  disastrous  to  themselves  as  to  their  debtors.  Liabili- 
ties^ ihoM  inoreasoy  while  the  chance  of  their  ever  being  dischargted 
becomes  with  yearly  increment. of  hi^h  interest  proportionately  smalL 
Hopes  of  future  good  harvests  making  any*  material  change  for  the 
better  must,  I  am  afraid,  be  regarded  as  illusory.  They  can,  at  tho 
best^  afford  but  temporary  relief  in  view  of  the  permanent  reduction  in 
the  value  of  silk  and  the  snail  return  of  land,  which,  even  under  the 
most  &vonrable  auspioes,  has  never  yet  sufficed  to  cover  the  interest 
upon-mortgages. 

In  the  southern  part  of  the  Lebancm  matters  are  still  worse.  Debts, 
ospedaUy  upon,  the  Drozes,  abound  in  even  gireater  profusion  than, 
else^ere ;  and^  wbile  the  proprietors  have  no  money  to  meet  demands^ 
they  are  naturally;  averse  to  their  lands  being  sold  for  an  old  song^ 
The  consequence  is  a  deadlock.  The  authorities,  to  avoid  driving 
the  Druze  proprietor  to  extremiti^,  w^H  means  emigration  to  the 
HauraA  where  imperial  authority  is  weak,  are  reluctant  to  force  sales 
of  property ;  meanwhile  the  debtor's  liabilities  increase  daily,  and  his 
creoit  with  the  Beyrout  merchant  and  trader  is  effectually  stopped. 

The  Imperial  Decree,  reducing  the  tithe  from  12^  per  cent,  te 
10  per  cent,  as  before,  has  been  publiclv  read  in  the  various  centres  of 
Government  of  the  Vilayet  of  Syria.  The  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
Oovernment  in  this  respect,  not  having  a  retrospective  effect,  will  net 
make  themselves  felt  until  next  year,  as  the  tithes  had  alr^y  been 
farmed  at  the  old  rate. 
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As  regards  that  portion,  of  the  decree  which  remits  arrears  of  taxes, 
except  in.the  oaae  of  those  who  can  afford  to  pay,  the  anticipated  relief 
will)  when  carried  out^  he  hut  smally  as  the  energies  of  the  tax.  collectors 
had  heen  for  seme,  time  directed,  to.  lessen  such  arrears  as  far  as  waa 
praeikmble. 

In  naiBf  of  the  agrictdtu£al.oinia*es  of.  Syria  caiLses  detrimental  to 
exteoBionjaf  oultiFation  preveiL,  The  wealthier  classes,  whose  chief 
occn|mtioB  con«i^d  in  lending  money  to  the  peasantry,  find  themselves 
in  great  straitB  owing  to  the  poverty)  or  rather,  as  it  is  alleged,  to  the 
unwilUngneaa  to  pay  of  the  latter,  while  the  means  of  enforcing  pay- 
ment iianre  heen  found  wanting*  Thus^  the  capitaLof  the  majorify  of 
these  mooey •lenders  is  looked,  up  in  securities  of  practically  nominal 
ralttstc  The  peasant,  on  the  other  hand,  finds  himself  debarred  from 
recourse  to  his  usual  souroa  for  the  means  of  prosecuting  or  extending 
his'  laboflus,  aoid  restriction,  of  agriculture  has  necessmly  followed. 
This  is  the  case  in  most  of  thegreat  agricultural  centres  of  the  vilayet^ 
as  DamasoQs^  Tripoli,  Sidon»  Ham^  <&a,  and  is  feital  to  the  prosperity 
of  all  classes^  Add  to  this  the  increasing,  scarcity  of  specie  in  the 
country  which  has  already  in  some  instances  obliged  recourse  to  the 
ancient  system  of  barter,  and  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  present  con- 
dition of  agriculture  is  capable  o£  improvement. 

Some  alleviation  to  the  general  distress  is  to  be  found  in  the 
exceptionally  low  piiecis*of  the  chief  necessaries  of  life,  braad^^nical;,  and 
vegetables,  beneflts,  however,  not  so  appreciable  by  the  poorer'  olasses 
whoso  daily  gains  depond'in  a  great  measure  upon  conimercial'.  activity 
and  the  prosperity  of  their  brethren  higher  iu  the  social. scale. 

The  rales  of  exchange  which  have  ruled  during,  the  past,  year  for 
three  months'  bills  upon  London  were  as  follows : — 


January  .. 

February . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August    . . 

September 

October    . . 

November 

December 


Ottoman.  BaakPaper. 


Piastres. 
127    t©  12U 
1261        127i 
126i        1261 
126^        126i 

126i 
126i  to  1271 
127i        127* 

127f 
127i  to  127f 

127i 

127i 

127i 


Commercial  Paper. 


Fiaetiw 
126    to.  126i 
126i        126i 
12ai        lUk 

126  1261 
126i        1261 

120^ 
126i  to  126f 
126i    127i 
126i    127* 

127  127i 
127  127* 
127    127f 


KTotwithstandbg  the  large  importation  of  specie  made  by  the 
Ottoman  Bank,  money  was  not  plentiful  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
and  exchanges  ruled  high.  The  panic  produced  by  cholera  in  July  led 
to  the  withdrawal  of  funds  belonging  to  native  capitalists  in  the  hands 
of  the  local  saraffii  or  bankers,  and  this  mistrust  added  to  the  general 
embarrassment,  brought  about  later  on  almost  an  absolute  scarcity  of 
money. 

The  edict  of  the  Government  of  the  6th  October  suspending  the 
full  payment  of  interest  upon  its  debt,  producing  serious  losses  to  local 
capitalists,  caused  operations  in  exchanges  to  be  very  limited,  aided, 
moreover,  by  the  scarcity  of  paper  in  France,  the  result  of  the  depre- 
ciated values  of  the  silk  sent  forward  by  local  merchants  and  reeJeis. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  exchanges  ruled  still  higher,  and  good 
paper  upon  England  and  France  became  extremely  scarce,  a  scarcity 
maintained  eyen  when  money  was  comparatively  abundant,  owing  to 
the  balance  of  trade  being  so  largely  against  the  country.  In  conse- 
quence large  remittances  of  gold  were  made  to  Egypt  for  the  purchase 
of  bills,  and  this  drain  of  specie  wa^  accelerated  by  heavy  remittances 
to  cover  purchases  of  stock  made  in  Europe  by  local  capitalists  as 
investments.  In  October  also  the  custom-house  began  remitting  it» 
revenues  direct  to  Constantinople  in  specie,  instead  of  paying  them  in, 
as  before,  to  the  Ottoman  Bank,  and  thus  increasing  the  circulation  in 
the  country.  In  conseauence  of  this  export  of  specie — ^by  the  authorities 
to  Constantinople  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the  merchants  to  E^ypt  for 
exchange  operations  on  the  other — the  whole  of  the  currency  is  oeing 
sent  away  as  fast  as  it  is  received,  thus  increasing  the  present  financidi 
depression  and  adding  to  commercial  stagnation.  The  sovereign  now 
commands  a  premium  of  1^  pias. ;  the  napoleon,  1^  pias. ;  the  Turkish 
lira,  ^  pias. 

The  former  are  few  and  rare,  while  of  the  latter  it  is  difficult  to  find 
a  couple  of  hundred.  The  silver  medjidieh  of  20  pias.  is  now,  there* 
fore,  the  only  circulating  medium. 

Wmlqbtb  aud  MfAsuBss. 

Turkish.  Englifih. 

1  dram  1*818  dram  avoirdapois. 

400  drams  =  1  oke 2*841  lbs. 

1  Syrian  cantar  =  200  okes 
1  Batman  »  6  okes 
1  Bottol  •»  2  okes 

89*424  okes 1  cwt. 

316  kilos,  of  Constantinople 100  imperial  quarters. 

Movies. 

126i  piastres,  B^yront  carrency      ••         ••  1  sovereign. 

115  „  ,,  ••         «•  1  Tarldsh  lira. 

100  „  „     -        •  •         •  •  1  Napoleon. 

40  paras  »  1  piastre I'dOd, 

Beyrout,  December  31,  3875. 
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BOSNA  SEBAI. 

Report  hy  Acting  Ooniul  Freeman  on  the  Trade  and  Oammerce  of  Botna 
Serai  for  the  Tear  1875. 

State  op  Teadk. 

Dttbino  the  past  twelvemonth  the  trade  of  this  province  may  be 
said  to  have  been  in  a  state  of  complete  stagnation.  Already,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  there  was  a  more  than  usual  want  of  activity  in 
all  branches  of  commerce,  but  it  was  hoped  that  an  abundant  harvest, 
of  which  in  the  spring  there  seemed  a  fair  prospect,  would  give  a  fresh 
impetus  to  trade.  These  hopes  were  not,  however,  realized,  for  not 
only  was  the  harvest  deficient,  but  the  insurrection  which  broke  out  in 
the  Herzegovina  towards  the  end  of  June,  and  later  on  in  different 
parts  of  Bosnia,  checked  also  all  native  industry  and  impeded  commer-r 
cial  operations  of  almost  every  nature.  All  the  chief  highways  were 
rendered  more  or  less  unsafe,  the  native  pack  horses  were  requisitioned 
by  thousands  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  the  Austrian  carters,  in 
whose  hands  is  a  great  portion  of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  country, 
ceased  to  ply  between  the  frontier  town  of  Brood,  on  the  Save,  and 
Serajevo,  tne  capital  of  this  province.  The  setting  in  of  winter  having 
caused  a  temporary  cessation  of  all  insurrectionary  movements  in 
Bosnia,  as  distinguished  from  the  Herzegovina,  many  of  these  Austrian 
carriers  have  now  recommenced  their  business,  and  thus  latterly  the 
merchants  of  this  town  have  been  able  to  a  certain  extent  to  replenish 
their  exhausted  supplies  of  colonial  and  other  goods,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  make  consignments  to  Vienna,  Trieste,  and  elsewhere  of  some 
of  the  commercial  products  of  the  country. 

In  the  course  of  the  past  year  there  have  been  a  great  many  failurea 
amongst  the  merchants  of  this  town.  All  business  here  is  carried  on 
on  credit  with  houses  at  Trieste  and  Vienna,  but  owing  to  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  country,  these  houses  refuse  at  present  to  make  any  con^ 
signments  of  goods  except  for  ready  money,  and  as  few  of  the  merchants 
and  shopkeepers  are  in  a  position  to  accept  these  terms,  many  will  soon 
be  obliged  to  stop  all  business.  If  tranquillity,  therefore,  be  not 
speedily  restored,  it  may  be  anticipated  that  numbers  of  the  commercial 
cmss  will  be  completely  ruined. 

Imposts. 

At  the  present  moment  there  is  a  fair  demand  for  coffee,  sugar,  rice^ 
petroleum,  and  similar  absolute  necessaries  of  life ;  and  in  consequence 
of  the  small  stock  in  hand  and  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  sufficient 
means  of  carriage  firom  the  frontier,  the  prices  of  these  articles  range 
about  20  per  cent,  higher  than  is  usually  the  case  at  this  season.  For 
manufactured  goods,  hardware,  and  the  niunerous  other  European 
articles  which  make  up  the  import  trade  of  this  province,  the  demand 
is  reduced  to  a  minimum* 

EXPOBTS. 

Wool. — ^As  regards  exports,  the  most  profitable  this  year  has  been 
wool.    The  quantity  exported  has  fallen  considerably  below  the  average 
[642]  3  T 
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of  recent  years,  on  account  of  the  great  mortaUtj  amongst  sheep  in  the 
early  spring,  but  all  consignments  have  found  a  ready  and  profitable 
market. 

Sides, — ^Kides,  both  raw  and  tanned,  which  ha?e  been  exported  in 
about  the  usual  quantities  to  Vienna  and  Trieste,  are  as  yet  unsold,  but 
it  is  calculated  that  present  prices  will  leave  a  very  small  margin  for 
porofit. 

Skins  of  Wild  Animals.^-^'FoT  skins  of  wild  animals,  such  as  martena, 
hares,  foxes,  wolves,  &c.,  it  has  been  an  exceedingly  bad  season.  The 
usual  annual  exportation  may  be  estimated  at  a  value  of  about  10,000 
ducats  (5,000Z.),  whereas  this  year  it  has  not  reached  1,000  (JSQOh). 
Animals  are  said  to  have  be^i  scarce,  and  the  insurrection  has  taken 
nnmbers  of  sportsmen  (who  are  almost  exclusively  Mussulmans,  the 
Christiana  not  being  allowed  to  canr  arms)  away  from  their  calling  to 
serve  in  the  ranks  of  the  reserve  and  irregular  forces. 

Cattle^ — ^Daring  the  past  year  there  has  been  very  little  toacb  is 
cattle  with  Austria.  The  cattle  plague  has  been  more  or  lees  prevalent 
throughout  the  province,  and  unm  quite  lately  ammab  were  only 
allowed  to  be  brought  into  Austria  fDr  the  victuailing  of  the  fi*ontier 
diatriictB,  and  on  the  condition  that  they  were  to  be  slaughtered  imme- 
diately. Happily  the  plague  now  seems  to  have  ceased,  and  Austria 
has  removed  all  restrictions  as  regards  the  importation  of  cattle,  but  at 
present  the  demand  for  homed  beasts  in  Dalmatia,  hitherto  the  chief 
maa^et,  is  veiy  limited,  and  the  few  that  have  been  exported  from 
Bosnia  have  been  sold  at  a  loss.  Formerly  there  used  to  be  a  consider- 
able trade  in  cattle  between  this  province  and  the  port  of  Trieste,  but 
dealers  at  the  latter  place  now  complain  that  the  Bosnian  cattle  are  too 
small  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  breed  in  this  country  has 
actually  degenerated,  but  it  is  not  unlikely  that  many  successive  years 
of  murrain  may  have  contributed  to  that  result,  and  in  any  case  no 
efforts  are  ever  made  to  improve  it. 

Sheep. — ^In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  great  mortality 
among  sheep  from  cold  and  starvation.  The  spring  being  very  late, 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  pasturage,  and  all  the  hay  in  the  country  had 
been  consumed  during  the  long  and  severe  winter.  In  the  north  of 
Bosnia  great  quaDtities  of  hay  were  imported  from  Austria,  at  about 
15s.  per  cwt.,  or  ten  times  its  usual  price  in  the  country.  It  k  roughly 
estimsRfced  that  throughout  the  province  not  lass  than  100,000  Ase» 
perished,  and  as  ^lose  thait  survived  ware  for  the  most  part  weak  aom 
sioMy,  it  proved  an  exceedingly  bad  lambing  season.  The  antiiorities 
in  eonsequence  prohibited  the  slaughter  of  lambs  for  bulehera'  meai; 
until  late  in  the  summer. 

Cereals. — ^The  harvest  of  cereals  was  considerably  below  the  average. 
This  is  attributed  to  the  late  spring  and  to  the  want  of  rain  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  summer  when  the  grain  was  forming.  The  most  productive 
was  Indian  etnn,  and  in  the  north  of  Bosnia,  in  the  ^tricts  known  as 
the  Endna  and  Possavina,  the  yield  was  good ;  but  owing  to  iSb» 
disturbed  state  of  the  country,  a  great  portion  of  it  was  never  gathered* 
This  was  also  the  case  in  many  other  parts  of  the  province,  edpedaUy  in 
tiie  Herzegovina,  where  nearly  the  whole  harvest  was  lost. 

JPlwn  Crop. — ^The  plum  crop  was  unusually  abundant,  but  there  is 
no  demand  for  the  article  in  Europe,  and  prices  are  very  low.,  Last 
year  100  okes  (283  lbs.)  of  the  dried  fruit  were  sold  for  600  piss. 
(4L  lS8.)y  this  year  the  same  qnantiiiiy^  does  not  reaiize  more  than 
150  pias.  (IL  Ss.  Sd.).  It  is  calculated  that  not  more  tlum  half  the 
crop  has  been  exported. 

FrwY.— Apples  and  pears  and  indeed  all  finiit  trees  produced  beavj 
crops. 
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WpMt. T^e  Tield  of  grapes  along  the  valley  of  tibe  Nareata  9mA  in 

other  parts  of  the  Hersegoviiia  was  also  yefj  large,  and  the  wine  haa 
proved  of  an  excellent  quality  wherever  the  state  of  the  country  has 
allowed  of  its  fabrication. 

Tobacco  "  ^yttf." — ^The  introduction  of  the  tobacco  "  S6gie  "  in  this 
iivovince  has  proved  advantageous  neither  to  the  (Government  nor  to 
moa»  who  bought  the  monopoly.  Two  speculators  purchased  the  right 
of  cutting  and  selling  tobacco  during  the  past  year,  for  which  they  oMh 
paid  a  sum  of  120,000  pias.  (1,000/.),  but  1  am  told  that  they  have  been 
heavvlosers. 

Weaiher.-^'The  weather  during  the  early  part  of  ttie  year  was  very 
■erere^and  there  was  no  sign  of  spring  till  the  beginning  of  May.  The 
aM>n^  of  May  and  June  were  exceedingly  favourable  to  vegetatioa,  as 
there  w^re  frequent,  but  not  excessive,  fiuls  of  rain ;  but  the  latter  part 
of  the  sumoaer  was  very  dry,  and  th^e  was  also  a  loag  dry  autumo. 
flhe  b^finning  of  the  present  winter  was  unusually  mild,  but  since  the 
winter  solstice  the  cold  has  been  exceptionally  severe,  for  many  conse^ 
4Mitive  lUghts  the  thermometer  mari^ing  more  than  1)5^  below  zefo  of 
^eent^pfade-Jj^  yet  but  little  snow  haa  fidlen. 

l^jiwuo  HaaxthJ 

The  public  health  has  not  on  the  whole  been  good  during. the  pa^^ 
year.  I>uring  the  summer,  fevers,  chiefly  of  an  intermittent  type,  wei^ 
yenr  prevalent,  and  latterly  there  has  been  much  smallpox  amo^^i^ 
children.  The  authorities  have  endeavoured  to  induce  the  poorer  classes 
to  bring  their  children  to  the  hospitals  to  be  vaccioated,  but  their 
end^vours  meet  with  but  indifferent  suocess. 

PlTBIJO  WOEKS. 

JBcMKlr. — ^The  unsettled  state  <^  the  country  has  impeded  all  pabli« 
works.  About  34i,000/.  had  been  allotted  for  the  construction  of  the 
fltnttegical  road  from  Serajevo  to  Novi-Bazar,  but  the  works  were  never 
even  commeBoed.  A  certain  sum  was  also  granted  to  repair  and 
ameliorate  the  Brood  road.  After  a  great  deal  of  delay  in  th^ 
spring,  the  peasants  were  finally  called  out  in  the  month  of  June 
but  a  hw  weeks  later  the  insurrection  broke  out  and  the  works  were 
suspended,  leaving  the  road  even  in  a  w<»se  state  than  ever.  Nothing 
has  been  done  on  the  Mostar-Serajevo  Boad,  which  is  only  avaiUtrite  for 
wheeled  vehicles  during  the  summer  months,  and  even  then  with  con* 
nderable  risk  and  diffikmlty.  A  short  road  of  about  fifteen  miles  was 
opened  through  a  very  difficult  pass  to  the  village  of  Yarosh,  wheto  are 
situated  the  chief  iron  mines  and  works  of  the  province.  It  was 
effected  at  little  or  no  cost  to  the  G-ovemment  by  the  eoMgy  of  the 
Caimakam  or  Lieutenant- G-overnor,  and  as  only  the  peasants  of  the 
district  were  called  upon  to  work  it  was  done  willingly  and  quieklv- 
The  whole  distance,  including  thirty-three  rough  wooden  bridges  over 
the  river  fitabna,  was  completed  in  the  course  of  six  weeks.  I^  will 
doubfless  prove  a  great  benefit  to  the  district,  as  formwly  the  road  to 
Yaresh  was  over  most  inaccessible  mountains,  eaxd  was  frequently  quite 
^osed  during  the  winter  months. 

BailwMfs. — In  the  month  of  April  the  last  remaining  brigade  of 
-engineers  charged  to  survey  the  proposed  line  of  railway  from  the  Save 
to  this  town,  were  discharged,  and  in  July,  the  English  engineers 
Oaptsin  Tvler  and  Mr.  Yigndes,  at  the  request  of  the  late  Grand  Visiei 
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Essad  Pasha,  traversed  the  whole  length  of  the  proposed  Bosnian  line 
from  MitroTitza  to  Doberlin  on  the  Austrian  frontier. 

Minis  aitd  Eobests. 

No  concessions  of  mines  have  been  granted  during  the  past  year, 
nor  have  there  been  any  of  the  usual  annual  sales  of  government 
forests. 

Sevbnttb. 

There  has  naturally  been  a  great  falling  off  in  the  revenue  of  this 
province  during  the  past  year.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  auv  detailed 
information  on  the  subiect,  as  under  existiuj^  circumstances,  the  autho- 
rities are  exceedingly  chary  of  giving  saij  intormation  asked  for,  and  the 
collection  of  taxes  has  been  conducted  with  so  much  difficulty,  loss,  and 
uncertainty,  that  the  result  of  the  financial  year  is  not  yet  accurately 
known. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Aashr  or  tithe  on  agricultural  produce, 
which  is  the  chief  item  of  the  revenue,  and  produced  last  year  86,640,979 

?ias.  (333,100/.),  will  not  this  year  amount  to  a  third  of  that  sum. 
'his  is  partly  owing  to  deficient  crops  and  to  the  abolition  of  the  extra 
2^  per  cent,  exacted  of  late  years,  but  the  chief  cause  of  the  difference 
is  toe  entire  loss  of  the  tax  in  the  insurgent  districts,  and  the  difficulty 
that  has  been  experienced  in  collecting  it  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
which,  though  not  absolutely  in  revolt,  have  been  in  a  perpetual  state 
of  ferment  uuroughout  the  summer. 

The  Bedel-i-askerish,  or  tax  in  lieu  of  military  service,  has  also  for 
the  same  reason  fallen  far  short  of  the  usual  amount.  The  tax  on 
sheep  has  also  produced  much  less  than  last  year ;  and  the  revenue 
obtained  from  forests,  put  down  in  last  year's  statement  at  3,000,000 
pias.  ^27,273/.),  does  not  figure  at  all  in  this  year's  income.  The 
foregoing  are  the  items  of  revenue  which  probably  show  the  greatest 
falling  off,  but  all  have  more  or  less  suffered  from  the  disturbed  state  of 
the  country,  and  I  think,  taking  the  most  favourable  view  of  the  case, 
the  total  revenue  of  this  province  for  the  past  year  cannot  be  estimated 
at  more  than  30,000,000  pias.  (272,7272.),  against  65,539,515  pias. 
(595,814/.),  obtained  during  the  previous  twelve  months. 

In  the  month  of  October,  all  arrears  of  taxes  up  to  March,  1874, 
were  remitted  by  the  Government.  This,  however,  was  a  mere 
nominal  loss  to  the  Treasury,  as  in  most  cases  they  were  arrears  of  long 
standing;,  the  greater  part  of  which  the  Government  would  never  have 
been  able  to  coUect. 

In  the  reduced  state  of  the  revenue,  not-  only  has  no  money  been 
transmitted  to  Constantinople  during  the  past  year,  but  on  the  contrary 
very  large  sums  have  been  received  from  the  capital  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  increased  military  force  in  these  provinces. 

PtTBLIC  IirSTBirCTIOK. 

There  is  nothing  satis£BM;tor^  to  report  regarding  public  education. 
The  English  girls'  school  estabushed  in  this  town  was  temporarily  closed 
in  August  last.  Also  of  40  orthodox  schools  which  existed  in  this  pro- 
vince at  the  beginin^  of  the  year,  employing  53  teachers,  and  frequented 
by  about  2,640  pupils,  22  are  now  closed.  Many  of  these  latter  were 
in  districts  where  tranquillity  has  not  been  disturbed,  but  the  teachers^ 
who  are  chiefly  Austrians  and  Servians,  or  Bosnians  educated  at 
Belgrade,  being  looked  upon  with  suspicion  found  their  position  un«^- 
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tenable  and  left  the  country.  The  catholic  schools,  most  of  which 
are  attached  to^the  varioas  Franciscan  convents  scattered  oyer  the 
country,  have  not  suffered  so  much,  although  in  some  cases  they 
also  hare  been  dosed.  The  Mussdman  schools,  where  as  a  rule, 
howeyer,  only  the  most  rudimentary  education  is  to  be  obtained — ^the 
hojas'  or  schoolmasters'  acquirements  being  frequently  limited  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  Koran — ^l^aye  not  been  much  affected  by  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  country. 

AnKDnsTBATioir. 

The  revolt  in  Bosnia  and  the  Herzegovina,  so  frequently  alluded 
to  in  this  report,  may  be  said  to  have  assumed  serious  proportions  in 
the  month  of  August,  and  since  that  time  the  state  of  the  country, 
whether  regarded  from  an  administrative,  commercial,  or  agricultural 
point  of  view,  has  gradually  been  growing  worse.  The  presence  of  a 
large  force  of  unduKsiplined  soldiery,  and  the  general  arming  of  the 
Mussulman  nopulation,  has  not  contributed  to  the  security  of  life  and 
property,  and  the  local  adminiBtration  has  not  been  of  a  nature  to 
inspire  confidence.  The  Governor-General  of  the  province,  who  has 
been  changed  no  less  than  four  times  during  the  last  five  months, 
having  been  exclusively  occupied  with  the  conduct  of  military  operations 
in  the  Herzegovina,  the  direction  of  the  civil  administration  nas  be^i 
left  in  the  hands  of  subordinate  emplov^.  Altogether  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  year  are  very  |;loomy.  There  can  be  no  revival  of  trade 
at  present,  everything  is  rismg  rapidly  in  price,  not  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  bre«tdth  of  land  usually  under  cultivation  has  been  sown 
this  year,  and  a  further  continuance  of  the  present  state  of  things  must 
inevitably  bring  the  country  to  a  condition  of  poverty  and  distress,  from 
which  it  will  require  many  years  of  peace,  abundance,  and  good  govern- 
ment to  recover. 

Bosna  Serai,  January  18, 1876. 
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Preliminary  JReport  hy  Qmsul  Sandioith  on  the  Trade  and  Gommeree 
of  the  Island  of  Oreiefor  the  Year  1876. 

9%E  t^d«  df  l^k  ifAhiKA  doting  tbe  yetst  juHt  dftps^  hM  be^  of  a> 
Aequered  <;bttra(jter.  The  yeaf  dpened  wi<jh  ftiir  t>ro8pe<^  df  a  bHdk 
bosiness.  All  the  oil  millB  in  tho  island  were  at  Woork  night  and  dlay 
{irepainng  olm  oil  for  expcrftotdon.  Prices,  It  is  true,  irere  bw,  being 
qudt^  at  onlj  80^.  a  tun  n*ee  on  board,  bnt  as  the  season  advanced  they 
i^dife  to  S8^.,  wbioh  valn^  has  sinee  been  maintained.  England,  iSt. 
Petersburg,  and  Edtterdam,  have  beefti  the  destinations  of  i*e  nirne 
fi!riti^  tessels  *whi(^  duHng  tbe  IU8t  tweke  mdnthd  Bailed  frdtn  tMs 
port,  five  of  thenn  being  bound  direbt  for  England,  three  fbr  Ifcotterdtan, 
iBid  one  for  Bt.  PiBtei*sbutg,  the  total  value  of  the  dargdes  being  41,998J, 
free  on  board.  Three  Dutch  and  one  Nonw^an  tSip  took  cargoes  of 
<h1  Ibr  St.  Peterabmg  oi  an  aggregate  value  df  14,20(W.,  whilfe  a  Preneh 
t«Bfilel  took  ailotb^  oil  cargo  for  England.  The  toted  dkportatibn  <yf 
dHve  oil  to  England,  Holland,  and  iRuesia,  wins  e^mated  to  atboomt  to 
d^06O  tn^s.  Valued  'at  about  70^000^.  Considerable  qttmt^ties  ^«ter& 
also  exported  to  Trieefte  and  Ale^andHa,  and  «ma]ler  |)drtious  to  Con* 
ilifeitinople,  Smyrna,  and  Bengazi,  but  at  this  early  period  rt  is  not  easy 
to  aecer^n  the  amounts. 

The  manufacture  of  soap  depends  for  Tbs  activity  on  tbe  eonditibn 
of  the  olive  crop.  That  having  been  abundant,  all  the  factories  Were 
busily  employed  in  the  production  of  soap,  of  which  very  large  quantities 
were  exported  to  Alexandria,  Constan^iiopie,  Smyrna,  and  Saloniea,  the 
Turkish  Azizi6  and  Austrian  Lloyd  Companies'  steamers  supplying  the 
three  latter  ports  with  this  staple  production.  The  general  commercial 
activity  continued  till  the  grain  crops  began  to  be  garnered  in  June 
and  July.  They,  too,  were  more  abundant  than  the  island  had  been 
blessed  with  for  many  years,  but  as  even  in  the  best  of  seasons  Crete 
does  not  produce  wheat  and  barley  enough  for  its  own  consumption, 
the  effect  of  the  prolific  crop  is  seen  in  a  diminished  importation.  The 
port  of  Bengazi,  on  the  opposite  coast  of  Africa,  never  fails  to  send  to 
Crete  of  its  surplus  crops,  whenever  that  rather  arid  region  is  blessed 
with  abundance,  and  during  the  past  year  prices  of  barley  were  lower 
than  they  have  niled  for  many  years,  being  quoted  at  about  20«.  per 
quarter.  Plour  from  Constantinople,  Trieste,  Marseilles,  and  Salonica, 
continued  to  arrive  as  usual,  though  in  rather  smaller  quantities. 

Yalonea  nuts  were  an  average  crop,  and  the  prices  were  fair,  though 
they  scarcely  reached  tbe  figures  quoted  the  previous  year.  The  fint 
purchases  were  made  at  15$.  per  cwt.,  and  tney  latterly  realized  only 
18«.  2d.  per  cwt. 

Silk  is  not  extensivelv  cultivated  in  Crete,  but  last  year's  crop  was 
qnite  an  average  one.  The  great  bulk  of  it  remains  in  stock,  merchants 
not  finding  it  to  their  interest  to  sell  at  the  low  prices  which  have 
prevailed  throughout  the  year. 

T7p  to  the  autumn  trade,  although  it  can  hardly  be  said  to  have 
been  in  a  satisfactory  state,  owing  to  the  want  of  credit,  had  yet 
recovered  considerably  from  the  depression  of  the  previous  year.    Then 
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came  the  Tmfortunate  news  of  the  struggle  in  the  Herzogoyina,  followed 
doselj  by  the  finaTicial  catastrophe  at  Gonstaatinople.  The  effi3ct  of 
the  latter  was  to  interrupt  many  of  the  commercial  transactions,  not 
only  with  that  city  but  with  the  Leyant  generally.  The  straitened 
means  of  the  local  GK)yemment  added  to  the  general  distress.  From 
some  cause  or  other,  moreoyer,  connected  doubtless  with  the  uncertainty 
of  political  affiurs,  the  inland  peasantry  for  the  last  two  months  haye 
ceased  to  make  their  usual  purchases  in  the  town  bazaars,  and  the  shop- 
keepars  whe  had  during  the  sommer  rooeired  extansKve  stookfi  eC  fOoos 
usually  in  demand,  are  unable  to  dispose  of  them. 

Oawa,  Crete,  Januacr  14, 1876. 
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CRETE. 

Sepofi  hy  Ooimtl  SandwUh  on  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  of  CreU 
Jor  the  Tear  1876. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1875  eyerything  seemed  to  promise  a 
reviyal  of  the  trade  in  this  island  with  foreign  countries  and  with  the 
empire  of  which  it  forms  a  part.  The  stores  of  the  local  merchants 
were  filled  with  the  olive  oil  from  the  presses  of  the  peasantry,  and  an 
excellent  grain  crop  also  contributed  to  raise  the  population  from  the 
misery  into  which  a  succession  of  bad  crops  had  plunged  them.  But 
the  close  of  the  year  was  as  gloomy  as  its  beginning  was  propitious, 
nor  is  it  necessary  to  dilate  on  the  fiiiancial  colwpse  of  the  rorte  and 
the  rebellion  in  Herzegoyina  in  order  to  explain  the  interruption  of 
commercial  prosperity. 

Two  steam  packet  companies,  the  Austrian  Lloyd's  and  the  Turkish 
Azizi^,  call  at  tne  three  ports  of  Crete,  Canea,  Candia,  and  Bethymo. 
The  former  is  a  weekly  service  and  communicates  with  Syra,  whence 
steamers  ply  to  all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  the  latter  call  at 
Smyrna  and  Constantinople  once  a  fortnight.  Most  of  the  import  and 
a  considerable  part  of  the  export  trade  are  carried  on,  by  these  two 
companies,  the  lormer  being  greatly  preferred  b]r  both  passengers  and 
merchants,  on  account  of  ^eir  greater  security  and  regularity  of 
service.  Bulky  commodities,  such  as  olive  oil  and  carobs,  are  of  course 
exported  in  sailing  vessels. 

Though  the  olive  crop  of  1874,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  not 
ready  for  market  till  the  following  year,  was  exceptionally  good,  the 
prices  fetched  were  much  lower  than  used  to  be  obtained  not  many 
years  ago.  50/.  a  tun  iree  on  board  was  not  an  unusual  price  to  be 
paid  for  this  article  up  to  the  time  of  the  Crimean  war,  and  40/.  and 
45/.  were  average  prices  ten  years  since.  In  contrast  to  this,  last 
year's  quotations  for  olive  oil  opened  as  low  as  30/.  a  tun  free  on  board, 
and  never  rose  higher  than  33/.  It  follows  that  the  prosperity  of  the 
island  has  seriously  suffered  from  this  great  and  as  it  seems  permanent 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  this  staple  article  of  commerce.  The 
extensive  use  of  mineral  oil  for  illuminating  purposes,  and  improved 
and  economical  methods  of  extracting  oil  Irom  various  vegetable 
substances,  have  contributed,  as  is  well  known,  to  depress  the  market 
value  of  olive  oil.  Large  tracts  of  the  most  fertile  land  in  Crete  are 
planted  vnth  olive  trees,  which  has  always  been  the  favourite  culture 
with  the  peasantry  as  it  necessitates  very  little  labour,  and  has  perhaps 
tended  more  than  anything  else  to  foster  among  them  the  laziness 
which  is  an  unmistakable  characteristic  of  the  race.  Nor  do  there 
exist  either  capital  or  enterprize  to  lead  the  people  to  introduce  new 
articles  of  cultivation.  The  absence  of  any  market  for  cattle,  and  the 
difficulty  of  raising  crops  without  irrigation  for  the  fattening  of  stock 
durinff  the  heats  of  summer  when  psE^ure  is  not  to  be  procured,  not 
only  limit  the  area  of  the  farmer's  resources,  but  deprive  the  land 
of  the  most  abundant  source  of  manure.  The  soil  from  the  want  of 
manure  is,  except  in  some  rich  plains,  impoverished,  a  bushel  of  barley 
on  average  land  not  yielding  more  six  and  seven  fold.    To  these  draw- 
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backs  to  prosperity  must  be  added  the  loss  of  credit,  a  legacy  left  by 
the  last  insurrection.  The  farmers  as  a  class  were  largely  indebted  to 
the  merchants  established  in  the  maritime  towns,  to  whom  12  per  cent, 
was  paid  on  loans  advanced  by  them.  After  three  years  of  open 
insurrection,  during  which  no  interest  was  paid,  the  accumulation  of 
debt  became  so  great  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  payment,  and  in 
most  cases  both  principal  and  interest  were  lost.  Credit  was  thus 
entirely  ruined,  and  the  impoverished  peasantry  find  it  impossible  to 
procure  the  smallest  advances  from  theur  creditors.  Independently  of 
the  above  drawbacks  to  agricultural  prosperity,  there  is  ever  present  a 
secret  dread  lest  peace  should  be  broken  by  another  of  those  revolts 
against  authority  which  have  more  than  once  desolated  this  fair  island, 
a  fear  which  helps  to  discourage  whatever  feeble  spirit  of  improvement 
may  survive  a  succession  of  cusasters.  The  absence  of  manuflGusturing 
or  mining  industry  also  has  the  effect  of  keeping  wages  low,  a  common 
labourer  only  earning  Is,  a-day,  and  during  the  months  of  March, 
April,  and  May,  it  is  in  many  places  impossible  to  find  work  of  any 
kind.  As  spring  comes  round  the  farmer  s  small  stock  of  barlpy-meal, 
their  principal  food,  is  very  often  exhausted,  and  whole  families  are 
tiien  reduced  to  the  utmost  straits  to  support  life,  and  live  largely  on 
wild  herbs  and  roots.  Those  who  have  Known  the  island  durmg  the 
last  thirty  vears  note  a  marked  decline  in  its  prosperity  and  in  the 
general  well-being  of  its  inhabitants,  and  this  m  spite  of  increased 
Sacilities  of  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  sources  of 
prosperity  seem  to  be  drying  up,  due  in  part  to  the  decreased  value  of 
oil,  in  part  to  the  loss  of  credit,  and  not  a  little  to  that  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  security  of  property  and  the  stability  of  existing 
institutions  which  the  experience  of  the  past  and  the  uncertain  aspect 
of  the  future  cannot  fail  to  instil. 

According  to  the  most  reliable  statistics  I  can  obtain,  the  total 
exports  from  the  island  last  year  amounted  to  494,217^.  The  export  of 
olive  oil  was  the  most  important,  and  as  estimated  by  the  vice-consuls 
at  Candia  and  Betbymo  and  by  myself  here,  it  reached  a  total  of  8,4^5 
tuns  valued  at  265,500/.  After  oil,  the  next  item  of  importance  is 
soap,  of  which  105,500  cwt.  are  estimated  to  have  been  exported, 
valued  at  128,84i0/.  The  following  table  serves  to  show  the  quantities 
of  olive  oil  and  soap,  and  the  aggregate  of  all  other  articles  exported 
last  year  from  the  three  ports  of  Crete,  the  trifling  quantities  des- 
patched from  the  smaller  ports  being  included  in  the  export  of  the 
nearest  principal  port. 

ExpoBTB  from  Candia. 


Articles. 

Tana 
Cwte.     .. 

•  • 

Quantity. 

Price 
free  on  hoard. 

Value. 

OUveoU 

Soap 

Sundries 

8,500 
88,500 

•  • 

•  • 

£    s.    d, 

81    8    6} 

1    4    8i 

•  • 

■  • 

£ 

110,000 

47,540 

82,87r 

Total  ..        .. 

190,417 
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BxpoftTB  from  Canea. 


ArUdes. 

Tons 
Owto.     .. 

Quaatify. 

Price. 

Talae. 

OUteoil 

2,8TB 
88,000 

•  • 

£     9.     d, 

81    9    Of 
12    8 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 
90,500 
40^50« 
88^008 

Totel  .. 

164,000 

ExpoBTB  from  Bethymo. 


Articles. 

Tans      .. 
Cwts.     •. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Talne. 

OUveoU 
SundrieB 

2,070 
81,000 

•  • 

£    t.   d. 

81    8    0 

18    1 

£ 
65,000 
85,800 
89,000 

Totil  .. 

189,800 

The  most  important  of  the  sondries  are  the  following : — 

Yalae  eiqporifld. 

Yakiieaants       14,000 

Onogoi  and  lemoaa       t7,600 

fiaisins 10,000 

Oaroba 7,200 

Almonds 8^800 

Wool         8,400 

Lamb  and  kid  Bkins        4,200 

Cheese                            .• 8,910 

Wine         8,200 

Total       ' 67,200 

The  sum  of  87,677/.  remains  to  be  acconnted  for,  which  repreeente 
tiie  yalue  of  a  few  unimportant  articles  of  export  such  as  honej,  wax^ 
silk,  Unseed,  and  Labdanum  creticum^  an  unguent  much  este^ied  bj 
the  African  Arabs. 

Turning  to  the  importations,  it  is  more  difficult  to  arrive  at  a 
probable  estimate  of  them.  Cotton  manufactures  and  flour  and  barley 
are  the  most  considerable  items.  At  Candia,  according  to  the  Ti^e^ 
consul,  the  former  amounted  to  44,000Z.,  of  which  82,0001  were  British 
goods,  and  it  is  sopposed  that  the  importation  at  Canea  of  cotton  stuffs 
exceeded  that  fign^  by  20,000/.,  while  at  Bethymo  they  amounted  to 
only  10,0002. ;  these  make  a  total  of  118»000Z. 

The  next  most  important  articles  of  import  are  flour  and  badey. 
Por  tiie  whole  island  they  may  be  calculated  not  to  have  much  exceeded 
a.  value  of  40,0002.,  of  which  28,000/.  consisted  of  flour  and  the  rest 
barley,  the  meiEtl  of  which  forms  the  principal  food  of  the  neasantry. 
This  importation  of  bxead-stu&  is  about  one-third  of  that  m  the  pre- 
yious  year,  and  is  less  than  half  of  the  average  importation,  owing  to  an 
unusYially  prolific  harrest.  The  total  imports  into  Oandia  during  the 
past  year  are  estimated  to  have  reachea  140,000/.,  those  to  Ganea> 
175,000/.,  and  those  to  Bethymo,  85,000/.    The  articles  of  import  are 
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80  multifarious  that  it  is  extremely  difBcult  even  to  conjecture  their 
separate  yalues. 

The  smbject  of  public  works  can  be  dismissed  in  a  few  words ;  they 
seem  to  be  limited  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  plan  for  fortifying  the 
entrance  to  Sada  Bay,  a  work  mainly  done  by  soldiers,  and  to  a  few 
projects  rather  than  actual  works  connected  with  the  naval  arsenal  at 
the  head  of  that  ba^.  Last  year  witnessed  the  marking  out  of  a 
•eotioii  for  the  feffioatiNi  >of  a  dry  dock,  the  begmning  of  a  copper  aad 
iron  refining  manufactory,  snd  the  building  of  a  custom-house  adapted 
rather  for  the  future  requirements  of  commerce  than  for  any  at  present 
existing.  The  Govemment  transport  which  has  been  on  the  stocks 
nearly  three  years  is  not  yet  completed,  want  of  funds  compelling  fiiom 
time  to  time  the  dismissal  of  the  workmen  engaged  upon  it.  A  single 
telegraph  wire  has  been  laid  for  about  twenty  miles  to  connect  this 
town  with  Sphakia  on  the  south  coacft.  Here  and  there  where  the  zeal 
of  the  local  QoveTnat  is  more  active,  some  little  work  is  done  towards 
knproving  the  existing  loads,  which  however  are  not  practicable  for 
earts,  the  only  carriage  roads  on  which  vehicles  are  seen  bein^  that 
eonnectiag  this  town  with  the  Bay  of  Suda,  four  and  a  half  mues  in 
Isi^th,  and  another,  two  miles  long,  leading  to  a  neighbourii:^  Tillage. 

CkncM^  Crete,  April  6, 1879. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1032 


CYPRUS. 

Beport  hy  AeHng-Consvl  Biddell  on  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  of  Cyprui 
for  the  Tear  1876. 

These  is  little  of  important  change  or  novelty  to  report  regarding 
the  trade  of  the  year  1875  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

AGBICVLTimE. 

The  crops,  though  yielding  less  in  quantity  than  1874,  were  never- 
theless a  good  fair  average,  and  grain  met  with  an  active  export  demand 
at  fair  prices;  indeed,  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  wheat  found 
numerous  buyers  for  Italy  at  exceptionally  high  prices,  though  the 
average  figure  for  the  year  is  computed  at  about  it  12«.  per  imperial 
quarter.  At  the  beginning  of  the  season  the  Italian  demand  pushed 
up  the  price  to  about  21.  to  21.  2$.  per  quarter.  Barley  realned  an 
average  of  about  1 7«.  per  quarter.  Of  barley  there  was  exported  to 
Gbeat  Britain  in  1875  about  45,000  quarters,  against  41,800  qiuirters 
in  1874. 

The  rainfall  during  the  winter  of  1875  and  the  spring  of  this  year 
was  considerably  less  than  during  the  same  period  of  the  preceding 
year,  with  long  intervals  between  the  rains,  during  which  north  and 
easterly  bleak,  cold  winds  prevailed  to  the  manifest  mjury  of  the  grow- 
ing crops,  in  consequence  of  which  the  outcome  of  the  wheat  and  barley 
crops  of  1876  will  fall  much  short  of  that  of  1875  in  quantity,  whatever 
may  be  the  comparative  quality.  I  am  unable  to  report  any  improve- 
ment either  in  the  system  of  agriculture  or  the  implements  used ;  and 
although  improved  European  implements  have  been  partially  intro- 
duced, they  ao  not  appear  as  yet  to  have  i^ttracted  such  notice  amongst 
the  native  agriculturists  as  to  have  led  to  any  general  or  even  exten- 
sive use.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked  that  the  old  and  cumbrous 
native  bullock-cart  is  being  rapidly  supplanted  by  the  more  general  and 
increasing  use  of  carts,  constructed  upon  European  models,  many  of 
which  are  drawn  by  horses  in  lieu  of  bullocks. 

Ootton. — Its  Cloture  has  not  undergone  any  change  since  my  last 
report,  and  it  appears  to  be  stationary  both  in  the  extent  of  pro- 
duction and  the  quality  of  the  fibre.  Its  cultivation  in  Cyprus  is  now 
mostly  confined  to  such  locidities  and  soils  as  are  best  adapted  to  its 
growth.  The  Cvprus  ootton  is  now  chiefly  sent  to  Marseilles  and  also 
to  Spanish  markets  through  Smyrna,  and  a  little  to  Trieste.  Hardly 
any  goes  to  Great  Britain,  where  it  does  not  command  the  same  prices 
as  it  obtains  in  other  foreign  markets. 

Ckirohs. — ^The  crop  of  laist  year  turned  out,  as  anticipated,  to  be  very 
abundant  in  quantity,  and  also  of  superior  quality.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  season  in  September,  chieflv  owin^  to  the  heavy  losses  of  the 
previous  year  upon  shipments  to  Kussia,  the  export  demand  was  very 
limited  and  prices  low.  Later  on  a  comparatively  large  demand  sprang 
up  for  EngLmd.  Prices  rapidly  advanced  to  about  4/.  10^.  to  61.  per 
ton,  and  considerable  shipments  were  made  at  about  these  fifi:ure0. 
Tins  demand  has  now  ceased  apparently,  and  prices  have  receded  to 
about  8/.  10».  per  ton  with  few  purchasers,  ana  also  a  comparatiyely 
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small  stock  left  over  unsold.  As  com])ared  with  former  years,  Bussia 
has  taken  a  much  smaller  ouautitj,  the  largest  proportion  having  been 
sent  to  English  ports.  The  entire  crop  is  estimated  at  fully  18,000 
tons. 

Madder  Boots. — ^Haviog  been  almost  superseded  iu  the  European 
markets  by  the  mineral  Aluarine  dye,  there  cannot  be  said  to  be  any 
demand  for  them,  even  at  the  very  low  prices  which  planters  would 
accept  in  order  to  enable  them  to  lift  their  roots  and  clear  the  lands 
for  other  crops.  This  trade,  formerly  a  large  and  valuable  one  in 
Cyprus,  may  now  be  said  to  be  practically  extinguished. 

Wines, — ^The  wine  trade  of  Cyprus  was  last  year  exceptionally 
large,  owing  to  the  abundant  produce  of  the  vineyards  in  1874.  The 
outcome  of  grapes  and  wines  in  1875  did  not  exceed  an  ordinary 
average,  and  growers  still  complain  loudly  that  the  imposts  upon  wines, 
reckoning  from  the  grape  to  the  vat,  are  so  heavy — amounting  to  about 
85  to  40  per  cent.,  and  their  imposition  and  collection  so  very  arbitrary 
and  unequal,  that  many  vineyards  are  being  abandoned.  The  €K)vem- 
ment,  it  is  said,  have  under  consideration  the  anomalous  state  of  the 
wine  trade  in  Cyprus  with  a  view  to  relief  and  redress  to  the  many 
grievances  of  which  producers  complain,  and  in  the  meanwhile  the 
collection  of  the  imposts  is  suspended.  Should  the  result  prove  to  be 
the  elaboration  of  a  fair,  reasonable,  and  consistent  scale  of  duties,  the 
revival  of  the  wine  trade  may  be  reasonably  looked  forward  to,  and 
under  sound  regulations  and  with  intelligent  fostering  the  trade 
could  undoubtedly  become  a  large  and  profitable  one  to  this  island. 
The  principal  wine-producing  districts  are  situated  in  the  vicinity  of 
Limassol,  whence  the  principal  exports  are  shipped. 

Tobaeeo.-^JJndeT  tne  "  E^gie  "  system  the  production  of  tobacco  in 
Cyprus,  which  was  never  large,  has  almost  ceased ;  on  the  other  hand 
tlie  consumption  appears  to  be  fully  maintained,  if  not  indeed  exceeded, 
notwithstanding  the  enhanced  price  to  the  consumer  and  the  decreased 
value  to  the  grower.  This  appears  to  be  amply  confirmed  by  the 
remarkable  increase  in  the  revenue  derived  from  tobacco  under  the 
action  of  the  "  B6gie,"  which  came  into  operation  in  Cyprus  during 
the  month  of  April,  1874.  To  show  this  more  clearly  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  from  a  reliable  source  the  amount  of  the  excise  revenues 
derived  from  tobacco  in  Cyprus  during  the  past  five  years,  reckoned 
from  and  to  the  l/18th  March  of  each  year : — 

Piastf^s. 

1872        67,886 

1878        25,748 

1874        «       26,260 

1875        405,663 

1876        845,557 

thus  satisfactorily,  I  think,  showing  that,  however  local  production  may 
have  b^n  interfered  with  and  lessened,  it  may  be  attributable  more  to 
less  favourable  advantages  of  soil  or  climate  than  to  any  reduction 
of  consumption  through  the  action  of  the  '*  R6gie,"  whilst  this  monopoly 
contributes  largely  to  the  revenues  of  the  State,  levied  upon  an  article 
which  must  be  regarded  more  as  a  luxury  than  a  necessity. 

Trade. 

The  total  estimated  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  during  the 
year  1875  is  reckoned  at  459,202/.  sterling,  against  418,887/.  in  1874, 
which  shows  an  excess  for  1875  of  40,315/.  It  must,  however,  be 
remarked  that,  as  no  accurate  statistics  of  the  annual  tiade  are  acces- 
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flible— if,  indeed,  anj  be  recorded  in  the  diisTMit  G-orenunent  d^ftf^ 
ments — the  bases  of  valuation  and  estimation  henfe  to  be  obtained  as 
best  they  can  through  the  agency  of  local  traders,  and  cannot,  there- 
fore,  amount  to  more  than  an  a^nroximate  accuracy.  In  foreign  raano- 
&cture8  there  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  aziy  direct  trade,  the  requisite 
supplies  being  chiefly  brought,  duty  pai^  from  Turkejr,  S^^ria,  and 
Egypt,  where,  no  doubt,  they  have  alreaidy  been  included  in  the  annual 
statements  of  trade  with  the  countries  from  whence  they  are  broofffat. 
Only  a  small  direct  trade  is  done  with  Europe  in  colonials,  such  as  nee, 
sugar,  and  cofiee,  also  leather,  chiefly  from  France,  flour  from  Turkey 
and  Egypt,  and  a  few  Swiss  muslins  and  handkerchiefs  s^it  ri&  Trieste, 
and  some  yeir  inferior  cutlery  and  hardware  from  Glermany.  There  is 
no  direct  trade  in  imports  from  Great  Britain. 

PtJBLic  WoBxa. 

There  are  none  to  record,  as  either  begwi  or  ended.  Tbei  akqpipiBr 
ports  continue  in  the  same  state  of  neglect  and  dilapidation  as  depicted 
in  my  report  of  1874.  Yizierial  orders  to  proyinmal  Goyemors  ka^e 
not  been  wanting  enjoining  the  construction  of  roads,  quaya^  jetties, 
ibc. ;  but  as  no  iunds  are  provided  or  set  apart  for  these  purposes,  the 
urgent  orders  go  not  practically  any  further  than  their  bemg  recorded 
and  duly  appended  in  the  European  journals,  and  in  the  present 
deploraUe  financial  position  of  Turkey,  it  is  vain  even  to  expect  espes- 
diture  on  any  useful  public  works,  there  beinff  an  endless  pressure  for 
money,  and  a  continual  drain  of  every  available  penny  from  the  provin- 
cial treasuries.  The  net  revenue  of  Cyprus  during  the  financial  year 
ended  the  l/13th  March  last  past  is,  with  presumably  tolerable  accu- 
racy, computed  at  over  20,000,000  pias.,  all  of  which  is  drained  from 
the  island  to  help  Imperial  necessities  at  ^e  capitaL  The  promulgation 
of  the  recent  firman  of  reforms  has  in  no  way  excited  the  confidence 
or  enthusiasm  of  the  people,  and  it  is  only  too  probable  thart  like  its 
numerous  predecessors,  it  will  remain  practically  a  dead  letter;  indeed, 
it  nay  be  reasonably  doubted  whether  the  provincial  Governors  Mid 
local  courts  be  sufficiently  intelligent  to  comprehend  or  to  put  in 
force  its  otherwise  excellent  {n'ovisioas,  whilst  some  of  its  enactments 
are  ai  sueh  variance  with  Mabommedan  ethics  that  it  can  be  hapdly 
expected  that  they  can  be  eitiier  recognized  or  enforced  by  eonsistaat 
Mahommedans. 

Larnaca,  Afi6\.  22|  187 
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GALATZ. 

Meport  hy  Acting  G^mul  Brown  on  the  TraJe  and  Conmerce  of  Oalatz' 
and  Ibraila  for  the  Yiar  1875. 

Shipping  and  IfATroATioN. 

The  shipping  which  cleared  the  Danube  in  the  year  1875,  according 
to  the  statistics  of  the  European  Danube  Commission,  was  as  follows:— 


Nationality. 

1874. 

1875. 

Mwwue. 

DecroMe. 

Ships. 

Tom. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

l^nii. 

Great  Britain 

842 

216,845 

34a 

259,760 

42,905 

2 

... 

Greece 

483 

88,857 

426 

79,754 

67 

4,108 

AoBtro-Hangary        

143 

64,642 

117 

49,529 

..• 

**• 

26 

16,118 

Jm-key 

425 

89,926 

589 

48,345 

164 

8,41» 

... 

... 

Italy      

77 

88,179 

87 

16,551 

... 

... 

20 

16,628 

Frtnce 

41 

29,050 

88 

25,965 

... 

... 

8 

JSS 

Bossia 

108 

23,678 

-      77 

16,949 

... 

... 

81 

6,629 

Sweden  and  Norway 

17 

6,575 

17 

8,869 

... 

2,294 

... 

Belgium           

7 

6,164 

7 

6,801 

687 

... 

... 

Boomania        

42 

6,813 

37 

4,678 

... 

... 

6 

*'*S 

Gennany         

Denmark         

7 

4,890 

4 

3,224 

... 

8 

1,166 

... 

1 

1,045 

1 

1,046 

... 

... 

Samoe 

... 

... 

4 

275 

4 

276 

... 

... 

Total     

1,692 

514,519 

1,714 

521,735 

169 

54,938 

147 

48,869 

Steam  ships 

915 

821,872 

502 

355,070 

88,198 

18 

... 

Sailing  Teesels 

1,177 

192,647 

1,212 

166,665 

35 

... 

25,982 

Ayerage  tonnage- 

Steam  ships 

... 

624-99 

... 

707-31 

... 

82.82 

82-82 

... 

Sailing  vessels        

... 

163-68 

187-51 

•    ... 

... 

2617 

From  which  ilJ  appears  that  on  the  whole  there  was  an  increase  of 
22  ships  and  7,216  tons,  compared  with  the  year  1874.  This  difference 
shows  that  the  bulk  of  the  exports  exceeded  that  of  last  year  by  about 


1t^  per  cent. 


4o  doubt  steamers  are  gradually  supplanting  sailing  vessels,  although 
the  foregoing  tables  show  an  increase  of  35  in  number  of  sailing  vessels 
to  that  of  last  year,  being  mostly  Greeks  and  Turkish,  showing,  how- 
erer,  a  decrease  of  tonnage,  whereas  there  is  a  visible  increase  of  the 
tonnage  of  steamers,  although  a  decrease  of  the  number  of  steam, 
vessels. 

The  following  ships,  included  in  the  foregoing  table,  did  not  ascend 
the  river,  and  were  loaded  at  Sulina,  their  cargoes  being  sent  down  to 
them  from  Galatz  and  Ibraila  in  lio:htera : — 


Nationality. 

1874. 

1875. 

Increafle. 

Decrease. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Great  Britahi          

Aastro-Hongary     

Belgium       

Greece          « 

Germany      

Norway        « 

Italy 

Denmark      

126 
8 
6 
8 
8 
8 

81,079 
9,566 
6,339 
2,628 
2,411 
2,346 

200 
5 
4 
10 
8 
4 

*1 

170,960 
4,806 
4,066 
7,375 
2*436 
3,292 

i,'b46 

74 
7 

"i 

1 

89,872 

4,847 
25 
946 

1,046 

1 
... 

4,761 
1,274 

Total      

148 

103,269 

227 

193,969 

79 

90,700 

... 

••• 
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KatioiuJitj. 

1874. 

1875. 

Increase. 

Decreaae. 

Sbipa. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tom. 

Italy -      ... 

fiO 

26,006 

12 

5,119 

88 

20,867 

AoBtro-Hongary    

10 

5,690 

8,655 

•f 

1 

2,086 

QraitBriUin          

15 

5v019 

15 

4,S16 

.*« 

... 

808 

KbriRay 

12 

8,590 

23174 

... 

... 

6 

1,116 

Oreeee         ..       

12 

8,108 

11 

8007 

... 

1 

98 

llTTfrf*          ,.       

2 

1,255 

851 

1  ^ 

904 

Oarmaoy      .«       

2 

751 

2 

751 

Tmkay        -.       _       «. 

2 

,809 

808 

I 

1 

Sweden        ... 

450 

1 

450 

Total 

105 

45,725 

58 

20,180 

•- 

... 

47 

25,545- 

Ships  Loaded  at  Sulina. 


1874. 

1875. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Ships. 

Tbos. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

fiteam  ships     

AdUngvessds 

148 
105 

108,260 
45,725 

227 

58 

198,969 

20,180 

79 

90,700 

47 

25i54& 

Total      

258 

148,994 

285 

214,149 

82 

65,165 

... 

... 

ATcrage  tonnago 
Steam  ships  ... 
SaiUngships 

... 

607-76 
436-47 

... 

854-40 
847-98 

... 

166-64 

... 

87"54 

The  following  tal)les  contain  the  remainder  of  the  shipping  entered 
the  Danube,  and  though  these  ships  are  not  accounted  for  separately  by 
the  European  Danube  Commission,  they  appear  to  have  ascended  the 
river  and  traded  at  the  upper  river  ports : — 


1874. 

1875. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

StMun  ships- 
Great  Britain          

Aostro-Hungary     ... 

Fnnco         ... 

Bnssia          

Tnrkey         

Italy 

Germany      

Greece          « 

Belgiom        

Sweden        

172 

101 

48 

88 

5 

» 

2 

2 

1 

123,727 

44,709 

28,900 

12,688 

2,230 

1,960 

1,728 

1,647 

586 

483 

107 
81 
86 
88 

"8 
1. 
6 
8 
6 

79,14(J 

86,719 

25,564 

9,615 

i,437 
788 
2,760 
2;736 
2,836 

4 
2 

4 

1,1*18 
2,150 
1,853 

66 

20 

7 

5 

6 
2 

1 

44,581 
7,990 
8,836 
8,018 
2,230 
528 
940 

Total      

870 

218,603 

275 

161,101 

... 

96 

57,502 

Saning  Tessela— 

Greece          

Tarkey          

BvBSia          ...       ...       ... 

Great  Britain         

Bonmania     

Italy 

Austro-Hnngary     

Belgium        

Norway        

Germany      

France          

Samiot         

466 
418 
68 
29 
42 
22 
24 
1 
1 

"l 

76,677 

87,887 

9,690 

7,020 

5,818 

5,213 

4,677 

239 

156 

"iso 

899 
586 
48 

18 
87 
42 
22 

'"l 

*"2 

4 

66,612 
48,087 
6,983 
4,837 
4,678 
9,995 
4,350 

"in 
"ioi 

275 

168 
2» 

4 

10',650 
4*782 

"iei 

*251 
276 

67 

25 
11 
6 

*2 

9,965 

2,'707 
2,188 
1,136 

"*827 
289 

Total      

1,072 

146,922 

1,154 

146,485 

82 

... 

... 

487 

Arorage  tonnage- 
Steam  yeesels          

Sailing  Teasels        

... 

590-82 
137-05 

:;: 

585-82 
186-93 

... 

... 

... 

5 
1012 
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Total  up-Eiver  Trade. 


1874. 

1875. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Toos. 

Steam  ships     „ , 

S70 
1,072 

218,603 
146,922 

275 
1,154 

161,101 
146,486 

82 

... 

95 

57,602 
4S7 

Total     

1,442 

a6fi,r>2& 

1,429 

807,586 

... 

IS 

59,7a0 

The  navigation  up  the  Biver  Danube,  according  to  the  foregoing 
tables,  shows  that  during  the  year  1875  there  was  a  considerable  decrease 
in  the  number  and  tonnage  of  steamships.  Sailing  vessels  show  an 
increase  in  number,  but  were  of  a  smaller  size,  giving  a  decrease  of 
487  tons. 

As  long  as  there  is  sufficient  water  in  the  river,  it  is  considered 
much  more  advantageous  when  freights  are  low  to  load  steamers  up  the 
river  of  from  600  to  800  tons  burden,  but  when  they  exceed  1,000  tons, 
owing  to  their  proportionate  length  and  short  reaches  of  the  river,  it 
answers  the  owners  much  better  to  have  them  loaded  at  Sulina,  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  their  cargoes  being  sent  down  the  river  by  lighters. 

The  depth  of  water  in  the  river,  as  shown  in  the  following  table, 
indicates  a  slight  increase  in  1875  on  the  two  preceding  years : — 


1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

Feet  in. 

Feet  in. 

Feet  in. 

March  .. 

14    9 

13    6 

16    6 

April    .. 

15     9 

14    3 

17    0 

May     ..         . 

15    9 

16    3 

15    9 

June     •  • 

15    6 

15    0 

16    0 

July     .. 

14    0 

15    0 

14    6 

August.. 

12    0 

14    6 

14    6 

September 

12    0 

13    9 

13    8 

October 

12     6 

18    8 

18    8 

November 

13    3 

18    8 

15    0 

December 

13    3 

13    9 

16    0 

13    8} 

14    2^ 

15    1| 

The  depth  of  the  water  over  the  bar  at  Sulina  all  1875  was  only 
20  feet  6  inches,  showing  a  decrease  of  about  30  inches  on  the  last  two 
years. 

Fbeightb. 

The  rates  obtainable  by  ships  seeking  freights  in  the  Danube  during 
the  year  were  as  follows  :— 
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From  G&Utz  or  Ibralla  daring  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year- 
Lowest  

Average 

Highest 

Last  six  months  of  the  ye&r^ 
Lowest  ..         ..         .. 

Average 

Highest 

rom  Sulina  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year- 
Lowest  

Average 

Highest 

Last  six  months  of  the  year- 
Lowest  ,,        

Average 

Highest 


To  the  United  Kingdom 
or  the  Continent. 


Steamers. 


«.    d. 


0 
8 
8 
9 


0 

U 

8 


8    9 
5    9 


Sailing 
Veasels. 


8.    d. 


6    6 


To  the 
Mediter- 
ranean. 


To  the 
Adriatic. 


Steamers. 


a,    d. 


6 

9 

0 
8 
6 


Steamers. 


«.   d. 


4    6 


Lighterage  to  Sulina :  lowest,  6J. ;  highest,  lOd,  per  quarter. 

Compart  with  last  year  the  above  rates  show  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion all  the  year  round,  as  is  also  observable  in  the  rates  of  lighterage 
to  Sulina ;  tnis  is  attributable  to  the  general  depression  of  the  grain 
trade  during  the  whole  of  the  year. 

EXPOBTS. 

The  exports  by  sea  from  the  ports  of  Eou mania,  from  Ibraila  down- 
wards, during  the  year  1875,  were  as  follows : — 
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Measure, 

Articles. 

Weight,  0 

r       IbraUa. 

Oahitz. 

Beni. 

Ismail. 

Number. 

Wheat 

Quarters. 

.      1,028,887 

248,889 

9,828 

58,188 

B^Uj 

« 

646,409 

99,815 

,, 

68 

Oata 

»      •' 

22,095 

11,675 

,, 

•  • 

S^UJft 

If      • 

72,886 

48,475 

,, 

2,845 

if      • 

484,679 

492,769 

,, 

7,188 

Rapeseed   . 

j»      • 

61,688 

•  • 

•  • 

1,884 

HiUet 

»>      • 

3,065 

•  • 

«* 

Linseed 

w        • 

429 

, , 

•  • 

160 

Beam 

n        • 

12,026 

, , 

758 

•  • 

Flour 

Cwts.      . 

70,609 

89,485 

240 

MOO 

Bran 

»        • 

212 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Gaa  (petroleum)    • . 

>f 

29,167 

•■• 

•  • 

•  • 

Crude      „ 

»        • 

5,483 

, » 

,, 

•• 

Cheese 

»         • 

11,622 

1,811 

, , 

784 

-    TaUow       .. 

if             * 

2,919 

, , 

187 

7,M8 

Wool 

if             • 

2,742 

2,88d 

•  • 

•  • 

Bags          ..         .. 

J»             • 

1,271 

, , 

., 

•  • 

Oxhides    .. 

Pieoes    . 

1,240 

8,820 

•  • 

•  • 

Cattle  bones 

Tons 

182 

, , 

,, 

•• 

Horns 

a             • 

88 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

PlanIcA       .. 

Pieces    . 

1,125 

1,247,278 

•  • 

•  • 

Oxen 

Head      . 

40 

864 

•• 

•  • 

Compared  with  last  year  the  difference  is  as  follows  : — 

Measure 

Aitidea 

Weight,  c 
Number 

«r        1874. 

1875. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Wheat      .. 

Quarters. 

.    1,014,969 

1,889,682 

824,718 

•  • 

Barley      .. 

>» 

.    1,419,086 

746,792 

, , 

678,294 

Oats 

it 

.       210,820 

88,770 

,. 

176,550 

Bye          ..         .. 

it         • 

.       109,927 

123,705 

18,778 

•  • 

Maize 

ti         * 

.       760,418 

984,686 

174,178 

•  • 

Bapeseed  . . 

if         * 

52,882 

68,612 

10,680 

•  • 

MlUet      .. 

a        • 

774 

8,066 

2,281 

, , 

Linseed    .. 

a        • 

3,397 

589 

•  • 

2,898 

Beans 

>»         • 

2,915 

12,784 

9,869 

, , 

Flour       .. 

Cwts.      . 

138,289 

161,884 

28,695 

,. 

Bran 

ii             • 

2,826 

212 

« • 

2,614 

Gas  (petroleum)  .. 

»»             • 

55,968 

29,167 

, , 

26,801 

Crude      „ 

a            • 

6,483 

6,488 

•  • 

Cheese     . . 

a            • 

!           7,*670 

11,622 

8,862 

, , 

Tallow      . . 

>•             • 

1,723 

10,919 

9,196 

, , 

Wool        .. 

a            • 

8,763 

6,628 

, , 

8,125 

Bags 

a            • 

2,434 

1,271 

, , 

1,168 

Oxhides.. 

Pieces    . 

12.325 

4,560 

, , 

7,765 

Sheep  skins 

j»        • 

2,400 

•  • 

, , 

2,400 

CatUe  bones 

Tons 

1,402 

182 

, , 

1,220 

Horns 

a             * 

.           .  • 

88 

88 

, , 

Planks     .. 

Pieces    . 

.       697,294 

1,248,898 

661,104 

•  • 

Oak  sleepers 

>i        • 

8,663 

.. 

•  • 

8,658 

Fir  timber 

Bafts      . 

16 

•  • 

,  , 

15 

Stares      .. 

Pieces    . 

8,866 

•  • 

8,865 

Oxen 

Head      . 

600 

"404 

,  , 

196 

Sheep 

»         • 

2,450 

•• 

2,450 

The  grain  crops  in  1875  were  on  the  whole,  with  the  exception  of 
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oats  and  bariejr,  £ur  averages.  The  exports  of  cereals  in  1874  being 
8,574,653  aaartert,  against  8,257,475  in  1875,  a  decrease  of  817,178 
quarters.  The  crops  of  barley  and  oats  ha?in£^  been  sown  late,  on 
account  of  th&  late  spring,  suffered  in  the  m&  from  the  excessiye 
drought  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  which  consequently 
destroyed  the  greater  part  of  these  crops,  although  both  articles  had 
been  extensively  sown.  The  quality  of  what  was  collected  was  poor 
aad  turned  out  exceedingly  Hght,  barley  araiaging  42  to  43  lbs.,  and 
oats  %  to  30  lbs.  per  bushel;  some  few  parcels  of  barley  coming  up  to* 
45  to  4G  lbs.,  and  oats  31  to  32  lbs.  per  busheL 

The  grain  trade  was  generally  depressed  on  account  of  the  low  rates 
at  the  porti  of  consumption,  holders  preferring  to  keep  back  sales  for 
sprinff  shipment  in  the  ho[>es  of  improved  markets. 

The  prices  of  the  principal  articles  of  export,  free  oa  board,  were  as- 
follows: — 


Year  1876. 

Per  Imperial  Quarter. 

1 

Wheat 

*Maise. 

Rye 

Bariey. 

Oata. 

£     8. 

d 

£ 

«. 

d. 

£     8. 

d. 

£    A 

d. 

£  8.    d. 

January— 

Lowest 

1    7 

0 

6 

0 

1    0 

1 

0  19 

0 

0   17   0 

Highert     .. 

1  12 

0 

6 

6 

1    0 

9 

0  19 

6 

0   18   0 

February — 

Lowest       .. 

1    7 

0 

6 

9 

1    0 

8 

0  19 

8 

0   16   0 

Highwt     .. 

1  12 

6 

e 

0 

1    1 

0 

0'19 

9 

0  17  a 

March- 

Lowest       .. 

1    7 

8 

6 

0 

1    4 

0 

1     0 

0 

0   16   0 

Highwt     .. 

lU. 

9 

6 

6 

1     4 

6 

1    0 

8 

0   16   6 

April— 

Lowest 

1  10 

0 

7 

0 

1    2 

0 

0  18 

9 

0  16  a 

Highest     .. 

1  14 

8 

7 

6 

1    8 

0 

1    0 

6 

0   16  6 

Lowest 

1     7 

9 

6 

0 

1    1 

0 

0  19 

0 

0   14   6 

Hic^est     .. 

1  14 

3 

6 

6 

1    2 

0 

1     1 

0 

0  16  a 

Jane- 

Lowest 

1    6 

9 

6 

0 

1    0 

6 

0  18 

6 

0   14   0 

Highest     .. 

1  14 

8 

6 

6 

1     1 

0 

0  19 

0 

0    14   8 

Jaly— 

Lowest       . .         .  • 

1  16 

6 

10 

0 

0  19 

6 

0  19 

0 

0   14   0 

Highest     .. 

2  16 

6 

10 

6 

1     0 

0 

1     0 

0 

0   14   8 

Aagust— 
Lowest       . .         •  • 

1     8 

6 

8 

S 

0  19 

6 

0  18 

9 

0   14   8 

Highest     .. 

2    8 

6 

9 

0 

1     0 

0 

0  19 

6 

0  14  e 

September- 
Lowest 

1    8 

6 

6 

0 

0  19 

8 

0  16 

6 

0    14   8 

Highest     .. 

2    8 

6 

6 

6 

0  19 

0 

0  16 

0 

0   14   6 

October- 

Lowest 

1    7 

8 

0 

1     0 

0 

0  15 

0 

0    14   0 

Highest     .. 

2    1 

6 

6 

1     0 

6 

0  15 

8 

0    14   8 

November — 

Lowest       « •         •  • 

I    7 

0 

0 

0  19 

6 

0  16 

3 

0    14    2 

Highest     .. 

1  19 

0 

9 

1     0 

6 

0  16 

0 

0    14   4 

December — 

Lowest       . .         •  • 

1    6 

9 

8 

0  19 

0 

0  17 

0 

0    14   8 

Highest     .. 

1  19 

6 

6 

1     0 

0 

0  18 

0 

0    14   6 

The  value  of  the  exporta  for  1876,  already  detailed,  is  estimated  at  a 
fair  average  of  prices,  as  follows,  showing  a  decrease  of  434,053/.  in 
comparison  with  1874  :— 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1018  TUBirET. 

£ 

Exports  from  Ibraila 2,944,844 

„  Galatz 1,518,960 

„  Beni 15,542 

„  Ismail 127,057 

Tota]        4,601,403 

The  remaining  exports  from  the  Turkish  side  of  the  rirer  do  not 
enter  in  the  above  estimates,  although  the  vessels  appear  in  the  list  as 
entered  the  river  at  Sulina. 

The  dates  of  the  freezing  of  the  Danube  for  the  last  fifleen  years 
are  as  follows,  by  which  it  will  be  observed  that  the  river  was  free  for 
two  years  out  of  the  fifteen : — 


Frozen  over. 

Opened. 

aoeed. 

1860-61     .. 

11th  January 

27th  February     .. 

Days. 
46 

1861-62     .. 

16th  December    . . 

17th  March 

92 

1862-68     .. 

7th         „ 

8rd  February     .. 

58 

1868-64     .. 

4th  January 

22nd        „ 

49 

1864-65,  twice      { 

27th  December    . . 
16th  February      .. 

Slst  January 
9th  March 

}" 

1865-66     .. 

16th  December    . . 

18th  January 

88 

1866-67     .. 

, , 

, , 

,, 

1867-68     .. 

27th  December    ,. 

Ist  March 

65 

1868-69     .. 

24th  January 

12th  February     .. 

19 

1869-70     .. 

5th  February 

Ist  March 

28 

1870-71     .. 

14th        „ 

26th  February     .. 

12 

1871-72     .. 

28rd  December    . . 

Ist  March 

68 

1872-78     .. 

, , 

, , 

., 

1878-74     .. 

Ist  January 

18tlk  March 

71 

1874-75     .. 

dlst  December    .. 

29th      „ 

88 

Owinc;  to  the  state  of  the  official  statistics,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
any  reliable  information  regarding  imports  into  Boumania,  but  they 
are  estimated  in  rough  to  be  about  3,500,000/.  sterling,  of  which  one- 
half  consists  of  exports  from  Great  Britain. 

Galatz.  AprU  21, 1876. 
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Prices  OviT^it/.— The  average  prices  current  of  articles  of  exporta- 
tion wbicli  ruled  during  the  year,  haye  been  as  follows : — 


Aitieln. 

Qotttl^. 

Price. 

» 

Oarrency. 

Sterling. 

BUstree. 

£  $,  d. 

Wheftt 

•        •  • 

SUo*   .. 

20 

0    8    8 

OKnXS  -^m              a  •               « 

•        •• 

n         •* 

11 

0    1    7\ 

Main 

•        •  • 

w         •  • 

18i 

0    2    1 

Besame.. 

•        •» 

Vkat    .. 

2i 

0    0    5 

OUyeon 

•        »• 

t>                •• 

5 

0    0  10 

8o8p    «•          •  • 

•        •>« 

M                 •• 

6    . 

0    0  10 

Cotton^. 

*        • « 

99                  •  • 

61 

Oil 

Wool   ..        ^ 

•        •  • 

t>                  •  ♦ 

8 

0    1    34 

Bones 

«        •  • 

QuintA: 

110 

0  27    8 

Oiaiigas 

•       (•  • 

1,500     .. 

150 

18    6 

Wdm  «• 

••       •«• 

Oke       .. 

n 

0    1    2 

jOdlo<iiiSnMa«. 

•        «• 

•9                 •• 

5i 

0    0  11 

JtagB 

•       «• 

rt           •• 

1 

0    0    1 

Thevtfte  tff  eiEAaqB;e  las  been  128  piaa  per  j!*  sterling. 


iHPOBTATloy. 

She  iblfowisg  table  shows  the  imports  &r  the  town  of  Jaffiei  only, 
the  remainder  of  the  importation  being  for  the  interior  of  ftalestinCi  of 
wfaidi  Jaffii  is  the  port  :— 


*  Equal  to  1  bushel. 


t  Eqnalto2|lb«. 


t  Equal  to  82  lbs. 
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Prices  Current^^The  average  prices  current  of  artides  of  importa- 
tion ruling  during  the  year  have  been  as  follows : — 


Articles. 


Qoftntity. 


Price. 


Currenqr. 


Sterling. 


Rice  from  Genoa 

n       British  Colonies  .  • 

Coffee  from  Rio 

„        Mochi     .. 

Sngar 

Cypraswine 

Jerusalem  wine 
French  wine  . . 
Calico  and  English  cotton  cloths 

Cloth,  fine 

,,     ordinaiy 

Petroleum       

Timber  

Planks 


Oke* 


Bottle    .. 

Lb.         •  •         •  • 

Piket     .. 

»i  •  •         •  • 

Box  of  20  gallons 
Piece 


Piastres. 

2f 

2k 

2i 
18 
20 

6i 

2i 

H 
15 

8 
50 
25 
70 
18 


£  «.   d. 
0    0    54 

0    5 

0    5i 

2  11 

8    8 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

8 

4 

0  10  Hi 
0    2    1 
0    0    9 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 

5 

9 

5 

8i 

0 

0 


Smppnro  akd  NATiGATioir. 

Tbe  following  table  sbows  tbe  moyement  of  steam  and  sailing  vessels 
in  tbe  port  of  Jaffa : — 


•  Equal  to  2}  lbs. 


t  Equal  to}  of  a  yard. 
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COASTDTG  TbADI. 

'  ^ 

KationaUtj. 

Number 

of  Sailing 

YetteLi 

Tonnage. 

Torkiili         

l^U 

tZfil^ 

Pi0rf.— Jaffa  still  has  neither  harbour  nor  breakwater,  only  an  op^i 
roadstead  yery  dangerous  for  shipping  and  cargoes;  accidents  are 
continually  occurring  during  stormy  weather  both  to  passengers  and 
iBerchacndise  in  landing.  A  harbour  for  Jaflh  is  absolutely  necessary 
in  order  to  prevent  such  casualties  and  to  facitiiate  communrdithm 
between  the  town  and  the  ships. 

LMtkouae. — The  light  is  a  revolving  light  showing  alternately  red 
and  white  flashes  at  intervals  of  one  minute.  It  is  placed  at  an  eletatton 
of  siity-nine  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  in  clear  weather  may 
be  seen  from  a  distance  of  ten  or  fourteen  miles. 

l%e  tower  stands  to  the  south-west  of  the  town  at  about  100  yards 
£rom  the  sea,  in  ktitude  82''  8'  10"  north,  longitude  84""  44'  48"  eatlt  of 
€hreenwich. 

The  lig^t  dues  imposed  are  half  a  pias.,  say  one  penny  per  txnk. 

AaBIOTJLTirBB. 

^  The  produce  of  this  district  is  olive  oil  and  cereals,  of  which  the 
principal  kinds  are  wheat,  barley,  sesame  and  maize,  oranges  and  other 
firuits ;  the  orange  groves  produce  upwards  of  thirty-five  millions  of 
oranges  annually.  Cotton  is  grown  in  the  Nablus  district,  and  it;  is 
raised  from  native  seed. 

The  animals  bred  in  the  district  are  camels,  horses,  mules,  asses, 
«heep,  goats,  oxen,  bufOdoes. 

POPUliATIOK  iuND  IkDTJSTBIES. 

The  population  of  Jaffa  and  its  suburbs  is  estimated  at  about 
15,000  inhabitants,  divided  into  three  sects  in  about  the  following 
proportion : — 

Mohammedans 9fi00 

Obristians  4,500 

Jews         1,000 

Total IMOO 

The  population  of  the  town  only  is  estimated  at  12,000,  of  whom 
7,500  are  Moslems,  8,500  Christians  of  various  denominations,  mostly 
of  the  Greek  Church,  800  Jews  and  about  200  Europeans,  mostly 
Germans. 

The  industry  consists  in  the  manufacture  of  soap  and  sesame  oiL 
There  are  no  mines.  The  country  people  are  occupied  with  agriculture, 
and  the  citizens  with  trade  and  commerce. 

Wages  are  U.  6d.  for  a  labourer  and  from  4«.  to  5s.  for  masons, 
-carpenters,  &c 

Trade. — ^Trade  during  this  year  has  been  rather  better  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  cotton  and  the  olive  cropst 
which  have  been  below  the  average. 

4  ▲  2 
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PlTBLIO   WOBKS. 

The  carriageable  road  to  Jerusalem  which  was  made  some  years  ago 
by  the  local  Turkish  authorities,  was  ill-constructed  and  is  going  to  ruin. 
The  telegi^aph  line,  running  via  Beyrout  and  Alexandria  respectively, 
connects  Jana  with  Europe. 

This  year  by  special  order  from  the  central  Government,  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  walls  and  the  principal  castles  of  Jaffa  have  been  sold, 
except  the  great  and  principal  castle.  The  demolition  of  these  walla 
has  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  town  which  was  restricted  by  them 
to  very  narrow  limits. 

The  two  gates  which  used  to  be  closed  at  midday  on  Fridays  during 
the  time  of  Moslem  prayer  no  longer  exist. 

The  Jaffa  merchants  have  bought  the  land  and  walls  in  their 
vicinity,  and  have  built  stores  and  houses  on  them. 

It  IS  notorious  that  Jaffa  needs  some  kind  of  regulation  in  regard  to 
the  boatmen.  They  sometimes  ask  European  travellers  as  much  as  1/. 
per  head  for  simply  landing  them  in  their  boats  from  the  ships. 

A  few  months  ago  a  local  company  raised  the  sum  of  65,000  fr., 
divided  into  65  shares,  and  procured  from  Marseilles  a  small  steam  tu] 
which  can  tow  (except  in  very  rough  weather)  large  boats  or  flats  witl 
200  tons  of  merchandize  at  a  very  moderate  charge. 

Jafia,  February,  1875. 
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PEEVESA. 

Beport  hy  yiee-Cansul  Blakeney  on  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  qf  Frevesa 
for  the  Year  1876. 

HAYXKe  assumed  the  duties  of  this  post  within  the  last  twelye- 
month,  and  not  haying  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  any  of  the  porta 
within  my  jurisdiction  so  as  to  enable  me  to  form  an  idea  of  the  com- 
mercial movement  in  the  province^ I  am  compelled,  much  to  my  regret, 
to  report  solely  on  the  trade  of  Prevesa,  the  residence  of  the  Vice-Consul. 

Tbade  akd  Comhebce. 

The  exports  which  consisted  principally  of  cattle,  olive  oil,  goat  and 
sheep  skins,  wool,  cotton,  cheese,  and  Yalonea  amounted  to  about 
126,0^.,  and  the  imports  consisting  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods, 
coffee,  sugar,  rum,  rice,  flour,  glass,  hides,  irou,  crockery,  cordage,  and 
timber,  to  about  94,431/. 

Trade  with  forei^  countries  which  is  mostly  carried  on  vi4  Corfu, 
may  be  set  down  as  follows : — 


Countries. 

Value  of 
Exports. 

Value  of 
Imports. 

Austria 

Great  Britain 

Greece       

Italy          

£ 
74,888 

1,886 
84,075 

5,252 

£ 
74,401 

18,452 
1,578 

Shipping  ajstd  Navigation. 
FoBEiGN  and  Turkish  Shipping. 


Countries. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

.    Tons. 

Austria  (steamers)    . . 
Great  Britain  (sailing) 
Greece  (sailing) 

Turkey      ',',             *'        '. 

52 

2 

2,144 

27 
1,082 

19,068 
197 

24,059 
1,081 
7,880 

52 
% 

2,128 

27 

1,007 

19,068 
197 

28,981 
1,081 
7,075 

Direct  communication  with  the  island  of  Corfu  is  carried  on  by 
means  of  the  Austrian  Lloyd  Company's  steamers,  one  of  which  calls 
regularly  every  Sunday ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  entrance  to  the  gulf 
having  a  depth  of  not  more  than  twelve  feet,  a  small  steamer  is  sele^ed 
for  the  purpose. 

The  ooastinff  trade  is  almost  entirely  carried  on  by  Turkish  and 
Oreek  boats  of  oom  two  to  twenly  tons  burden. 
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l^rade  with  the  neighbouring  Greek  ports  and  in  Greek  yessels  is 
tolerably  brisk,  especially  with  tne  island  of  Santa  Maiira,  which  pro* 
vides  this  part  of  the  province  with  wine. 

British  vessels  call  here  in  the  beginning  of  each  year,  on  their  way 
np  the  gulf  of  Arta,  whither  they  proceed  for  valonea,  which  grows 
plentifuUy  on  the  Greek  coast,  but  before  proceeding  thither  the  ships* 
papers  are  deposited  in  this  vice-consulate,  there  being  no  British 
CQ{)mbM^  officer  in  soy  of  tb^  ports  they  load  at. 

AGBIClTLTirEE. 

The  olive  crop  was  exceptionally  large  last  year,  but  owin^  tp  « 
scarcity  of  hands  to  gather  the  olives,  a  great  many  were  washed  awaj 
by  the  rain  and  others  were  left  to  rot  on  the  ground.  This  part  of 
tnei  province  is  dependent  on  the  neigl!i1}ouring  islands  of  Santa  Maura 
»nd  Ftbxo  for  hands  during  the  olive  season,  and  as  it  appears  last  year's 
orop^as  abundant  even  in  those  islands,  the  inhabitants  naturally  pre- 
ferred remaining  at  home. 

Cotton  is  cidtivated  only  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Arta,  and  kst 
year's  crop  reached  4fO,000  okes,  the  whole  of  which  I  am  inform^  vss 
exported  to  Marseilles  and  Trieste. 

The  implements  in  use  for  cultivatipg  the  land  are  of  a  moiik 
primitive  description,  and,  I  fear,  a  long  time  must  eUpae  before  wj 
change  can  be  expected  to  take  place  in  this  respect. 

Subjoined  is  the  amount  and  value  of  the  principal  crops  of  last  yca^t 
given  approximately : — 


ArtH^. 

Qaantitj. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Piastres. 

£ 

OHveoil 

Barrels  .. 

18,181 

4,868,440 

38,564 

Wheat 

Kilos.    .. 

11,680 

280,600 

1,778 

ICsus 

»        •  • 

S2,6aO 

8W,«40 

8,001 

Barley 

w          •  • 

8,440 

84,440 

649 

Oata 

»>          •• 

5,870 

46,960 

862 

Talonea 

Lbs.       .. 

67,600 

88,760 

259 

Pish 

^2» 

^000,000 

8,000,000 

28,076 

Bottaighe 

Okes      .. 

2,000 

18.0,000 

IMi 

Total  number  of  cattle  in  the  disfoiet  <^  Provesa : — > 

■"I  III  I  ■  ii  III     II     inipii 

Number. 


Oxen 

Horses 

Mule& 

Pigs 


^fimF^'^mrm 


Value  per  Heack 


£   8,  d. 

8    0  0 

6    0  0 

10    0  0 

012  a 

0    9  0 

0  10  Q 


Po^VMTioisr  ijn)  IinjusT^iBS. 


The  inhabitants  of  Prevesa,  including  the  peasantry ,  numlw  IdiQQO,. 
of  ^vbom  2;iK)0  are  Mahome<)ans,  "^  ^ 
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The  fieberies  afford  occupation  to  about  100  persons,  and  tbe  fish 
produced  last  year  by  the  above  fisheries  amounted  to  2,000,000  lbs.,  a 
great  part  of  which  was  exported  to  the  Ionian  Islands  and  to  other 
Qreek  ports ;  2,000  okes  of  bottarghe  (fish-roe)  were  also  produced, 
and  as  is  generally  the  case,  most  of  them  were  sent  to  Constantinople. 

The  aboye  fisheries  are  the  property  of  the  Turkish  Gk>yemment, 
and  are  let  annually  to  the  highest  bidder.  Last  year  they  were  rented 
fiv8A40TtirkiflhHie. 

The  only  machinery  in  the  town  cf  Fkeyesa  consists  of  a  steam 
oliye-press  and  corn-mill,  which  was  set  up  a  few  months  ago,  and  I 
regret  to  haye  to  state  that,  if  the  difficulties  produced  by  the  local 
authorities  to  its  being  set  up  are  to  be  taken  as  a  specimen  of  the 
eneouragement  persons  intending  to  introduce  machmery  into  the 
oofuntry  are  to  expect,  I  fear  yery  few  will  be  found  simple  enough  in 
ftiture  to  do  so. 

PUBIIO  WOEKS. 

Communication  by  telegraph  exists  between  Frevesa,  Arta,  and 
haanjBL    As  to  other  public  works  I  fear  there  are  none  to  describe. 

Gutebal  Bihabks. 

I  regret  to  haye  to  state  that  one  or  more  bands  of  brigands  exist 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Argyrocastro,  but  I  haye  ^reat  hopes  that  the 
new  Goyemor^Oeneral  Husni  Pasha,  who,  I  am  informed,  is  an  honest 
and  energetic  person  and  a  loyer  of  justice,  will  find  the  meana  of 
dearix^  the  country  of  these  bands  of  outlaws. 

B^re  I  conclude  I  beg  to  state  that  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  mj 
eoUeagues  for  the  assistance  they  haye  afforded  me  in  preparing  ihia 
report,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  thai  had  their  aid  been  denied  me, 
I  should  haye  found  it  almost  impossible  to  accomplish  my  task. 

The  average  rate  of  exchange  during  last  year  has  been  as  follows  :— 
116  piastres  per  £  sterling,  and  92  piastres  per  Napoleon. 

Freyesa,  January  8, 1876. 
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EODOSTO. 

Beport  hf  OoMular  Agent  Dussi  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  o/Bodotto 
for  the  Tear  1S75. 

Cbofs. 

Habd  wheat  has  yielded  a  deficient  harvest.  The  drought  during 
the  autumn  of  1874  having  been  followed  by  tardy  and  very  abundant 
rains,  the  villagers  were  prevented  from  sowing  in  good  lime,  and  this, 
added  to  the  murrain  which  prevailed  throughout  this  year,  contributed 
not  a  little  to  the  failure  of  the  crops.  In  March  and  April  the  wheat 
was  also  damaged  by  frequent  and  heavy  showers,  and  the  harvest 
yielded  about  four  times  the  amount  of  the  sowing.  In  some  villages, 
owing  to  the  rain  which  fell  in  thrashing  time,  the  quality  of  the  wheat 
was  totally  spoiled.  The  crops  in  the  consular  jurisdiction  of  Rodosto 
are,  on  an  average,  rated  at  1,200,000  Constantinople  kilehs,  or 
26,000,000  okes,  two-thirds  of  which  are  allotted  to  sowing  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  villagers,  and  one-third  to  exportation. 

Our  hard  wheat  is  sent  to  France,  Italy,  and  Greece ;  there  is  no 
demand  for  it  in  !EWland. 

Canary  Seed, — There  has  been  in  1874  an  active  demand  for  this 
seed  in  England,  and  the  exceptionally  hish  rates  paid  for  it  induced 
the  villagers  to  sell  their  own  stock  of  seed.  The  harvest  having  failed 
the  quantity  gathered  in  did  not  exceed  80,000  kilehs,  or  1,600,0(K>  okes, 
two-thirds  of  which  for  exportation  and  the  rest  for  sowing.  This  is 
the  most  important  trade  canied  on  between  Bodosto  and  England. 

Soft  Wheat  is  not  sown  within  the  precincts  of  the  consular  juris- 
diction of  Rodosto,  it  is  only  cultivated  in  the  districts  of  Adrianople 
and  Philippopoli. 

Barley  and  Oats  have  both  yielded  very  unsatisfactory  crops,  the 
barley  not  exceeding  300,000  Constantinople  kilehs,  or  6,000,000  okes, 
and  the  oats  8,600,000  okes.  Two-thirds  of  the  barley  and  a  fourth  of 
the  oats  are  intended  for  exportation. 

Linseed  is  sown  in  sufficient  quantities  to  yield  in  favourable  times 
200,000  kilehs,  or  4,000,000  okes.  But  owing  to  the  frost  and  intense 
cold  the  crops  have  completely  failed  this  year. 

Maize  and  Bye, — In  my  consular  jurisdiction  maize  and  rye  are 
only  sown  by  villagers  for  their  own  use  and  wants. 

Sesame  is  sown  in  very  small  quantities,  and  is  barely  sufficient  for 
the  wants  of  the  town. 

Tbade. 

The  export  trade  has  considerably  increased  these  last  twenty  years, 
and  steam  navigation  may  fairly  be  set  down  as  the  chief  cause  of  this 
growing  prosperity.  Before  1867  all  shipments  were  effected  by  means 
of  sailing  vessels,  to  secure  which  merchants  were  obliged  to  pay  a  full 
freight.  Local  coasting  was  resorted  to  by  those  who  had  not  a  full 
cargo  to  ship,  and  their  goods  were  thus  forwarded  to  Constantinople 
for  transhipment  to  steamers.  This  way  of  transacting  business  was 
so  onerous  that  it  brought  about  a  great  dulness  in  trade.  Matters 
assumed  a  different  aspect  as  soon  as  the  Eraissinet  Company  established 
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a  line  of  Bteamers  at  Sodosto ;  petty  tradesmen  set  up  for  tbemselyes, 
and  at  present  some  twenty  firms  transact  business  with  Europe. 

Tbaksit  Tbade. 

Before  1873  the  transit  trade  was  in  high  repute.  Cocoons,  wool, 
skins,  and  hides  were  forwarded  from  Adrianople  and  Fhilippopoli  to 
Eodosto  for  transhipment  to  steamers,  and  com  crops,  wheat,  and  rye 
were  sent  on  rafts  down  the  BiTcr  Maritza  to  Enos,  to  be  there  shipped 
aboard  steam  and  sailing  ships. 

Importation  was  carried  on  on  a  larger  scale,  and  all  goods  destined 
for  A(manople,  Philippopoli  and  suburbs,  were  landed  here,  piled  on 
carts,  and  forwarded  io  their  respective  destinations. 

A  complete  change  was  brought  about  by  the  opening  of  the 
railway.  All  the  Adrianople  and  Philippopoli  productions  are  now  sent 
by  rail  to  D^d^atch,  and  in  return  those  destined  for  the  above  towns 
are  landed  at  iJ^d^agatch,  and  forwarded  thence  to  their  respective 
destinations. 

Impobtaicce  of  ▲  BBAifCH  LnoB  AT  Eodosto. 

Eodosto,  owing  to  its  position  as  a  seaport  town,  the  salubrity  of  its 
climate,  and  various  other  advantages,  would  have  been  far  superior  to 
D6d6agatch,  the  outlet  of  the  Boumelian  railway,  for  the  establishment 
of  a  branch  line.  The  safety  of  its  roadstead,  moreover,  as  well  as  its 
vicinity  to  the  capital,  would  have  made  it  one  of  the  most  important 
and  flourishing  towns  of  Turkey. 

The  following  statistical  trade  table,  shows  the  amount  of  exporta- 
tion from  January  1st  to  December  81st,  1875.  A  part  of  the  exports 
belongs  to  the  harvest  of  1874. 
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Tumnr* 


Statistioai*  Table  of  Exports  from  Bodosto  to  difibrent  parts  of 
Europe  for  the  Tear  1876.' 


MiflcellaneoiM. 


Weighl. 


Amotmt. 


Total. 


OtaenratioiiB. 


LondoB  and  liverpoci   * 

Canary  teed 

Bones 

ItofifJlVw    ♦ 

Wheat 

Oats 

Canwy  aetd 

linseed*.. 

Slize    Z       !!! 

MQlet 

Benpaeed       

Bape     .»       

Mustard  

Wool     


COOOODS  

"Bag*     

Onions 

Skins  and  bides 

Horns 

Wliite  wine     ^ 

Sondries 

CtoBoa,  Naples,  If  esaiiuw 
and  Leghorn— t 

Wheat 

CMuuryseed 

PSneoe  and  the  Ionian 
fslss  ■  t 

Wheat 

Oata      ...       

By»      

Barley 


Oaoaxyseed   ... 

Beans    

Cheese  ...       .m 

Onions 

Salt  fish 

Fruit     

Dressed  skins... 
Snndiles 
Tnrkey— I 

Wheat 

Barley 
Bye 


1^ 
Oats 


unlet    ... 
Canary  seed 


Aniseed... 
Onion  seed 
Cheese  ... 
Cottoo  ... 
yioor    ... 


Skins  and  hides 


Wins  ».  ••• 
Salt  fish 

Iron  tools  ... 
VegetiMe  seeds 
Staple  oommoditiea 


Kattre 


inell      ... 

SviiiiMi 

*  Total 


Okes. 

210,200 
27,aOO 

2,878,758 

1,426,440 

420,802 

ia5,l8» 

1,684 

4,84S 

2,129 

6,9M 

200 

8,440 

8»,860 

14,100 

1,776 

24,180 

87,110 

17,160 

17,784 

21,210 

16,180 


1,806,964 
8,02» 


8,647,800 

49,140 

61,460 

89,000 

7,160 

980 

868 

1,872 

2,996 

8,900 

8,970 

7,100 

22,086 

2,086,720 

898,820 

49,140 

186,600 

409,600 

6,100 

4,100 

198,900 

189,600 

12,640 

827,766 

28,600 

2,600 

666,600 

496 

22,700 

2,420 

74,410 

6,200 

80,600 

2,67ft 

178,000 

760^000 

4,160 

1,100 

6,080 

200,000 


11,000 
126 

82,000 

10,440 

18,600 

1,806 

18 

20 

16 

100 

2 

86 

6,780 

410 

980 

150 

268 

4,600 

246 

«70 

810 


20,876 
870 


41,150 

846 

440 

240 

46 

46 

9 

192 

9 

190 

188 

466 

1,680 

28,680 

6,600 

420 

986 

8,000 

166 

28 

9,200 

2,626 

870 

2,017 

2,400 

280 

12,000 

276 

2,066 

872 

964 

270 

800 

400 

4,896 

6,760 

880 

84 

1,720 

4,000 


Okes. 
976,600 


11*126 


6,162,990 
l,8l\9Q0 


8,842,760 


77,004 
20,745 


44,839 


6,202,166 


17,888,876 


84,668 


288,882 


•  The  total  weight  of  Hie 
goods  destined  for  Kngiani 
is  276,600  okes,  of  which 
04,186  hare  heea  shipped 
ahoard  an  i^pgHTti  steaxnefi 
and  27,800  aboard  an  SngUsh 
saOingvMsel.  The  remainder 
has  been  sent  by  natiT« 
coasters  to 
for  tnuMhipsieat  to  1 
steamers. 

t  The  total  weight  of  the 

r>di  destined  for  Franco 
5,102,990  okes,  of  which 
860,076  have  been  sU]»e4 
aboard  the  Hesaageries  Ma- 
ricimes  steamers,  2,068,110 
aboard  the  Fralsslnet  steam- 
ers, and  2,259,799  aboard 
seyen  sailing  Tessels,  one  of 
which  was  an  Italian  ship, 
and  the  remaining  six  were 
Greek  ships. 

t  The  total  wei|^  of  the 
goods  destined  for  Italy  is 
1,818,960  okes.  The  goods 
hare  been  all  shipped  aboaid 
the  Fraiisinet  steamers. 

f  Th«  total  waight  of  tho 
goods  destined  for  Oreeoo  it^ 
8,842,700  okea,  of  which 
871,406  iMre  besA  shippeA 
aboard  the  Fraissinet  steam- 
ers, and  8,471,208  aboard  two 
Oreek  sailinff  vesMis  and 
flfty-two  Greek  coasters. 

I  The  greater  part  of  tke 
goods  destined  for  Constan- 
tinople and  different  parts  of 
Tnrkey  has  been  shipped 
aboard  thirteen  native  coast- 
ers, and  the  remainder  aboard 
the  Ottoman  A2i2i6  steamers, 
which  touch  Bodosto  twice 
a  week.  The  total  weight 
of  the  goods  is  6,282,156. 
okes. 

SrscDc  YALvm. 

Pias. 

£  sterling 117 

20.ft'.  piece 98 

TorKish  poond      ...    107 
SUTerHe^Jid        ...     21 


Weight  Of 


exported  firom  Bodosto  in  1876, 17,888,865  oke8s«240,0C0  sterilfig  at  • 
Too|h  estimate. 
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Statibtigai*  Tftbk  of  Importa  into  Eodosto  from  France,  Italy, 

Greece,  and  Turkey,  for  the  Tear  1875. 

Okes. 

Lambs          ..         .. 80,000 

WeiponB       1,160              ' 

Faol 1,980,000 

Timber ..  668,800 

CuuUm         ..         M         ••         «•         ••  25,700 

Oxen  and  cowB         ..         ..         •«         ..  105,420 

Katire  thiaahelB       ••         728,600 

ColonialB       728,615 

Eatables         888,185 

Spim  cotton 18,885 

Skins  and  hides        21,480 

Lime,  briolcs,  and  cement   .  •        •  •        • .  478,200 

Wax ..         ..  1,585 

Charcoal        84,480 

Maltese  flag  stones 812,000 

Drugs 49,875 

Sundries        856,000 

Flour..         ..         109,200 

Old  iron         28,177 

Iron  hoops 114,800 

India-rubber  goloshes          8,900 

Gums 2,100 

Oil  and  olives    * 455,400 

Jewellery 52 

Jars  and  pitchers     . .         •  •         •  •         . .  855,420 

Liqueurs  and  spirits 122,290 

Macaroni ..         ..  85,200 

Manufactures 100,750 

Watches        156 

Metals           612,800 

Haberdashery           24,850 

Joinery          24,250 

Mats 229,200 

Oranges  and  lemons 180,145 

Articles  of  luxury 10,225 

Soup  paste 16,185 

Shot ..  84,050 

Wire  nails 120,250 

Dry  and  salt  fish 821,250 

Petroleum 555,600 

Soap 575,080 

Venetian  boards 1,881,870 

Stationery 16,225 

Skins  and  hides        ..         « 28,820 

Hardware 18,240 

Bice 158,965 

Articles  of  religion 12,450 

Baisins,  walnuts,  and  sweet  pods   ..        ..  480,100 

Empty  bags 168,950 

Seasalt         •.  1,116,955 

{                     Seeds 540 

I^estuffii 18,875 

Beady-made  clothes..         6,240 

Glass  and  crockery  wares 9,860 

Total 18,659,295 

Some  Bemarks  upon  Importation. 

Of  tliese  goods,  whose  total  weight  is  18,669^96  okes,  80,280  okes 
haye  been  landed  hy  the  Measageries  Maritimes  steamers,  608,190 
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by  tlie  Fraissinet  steamers,  4,540,000  by  fifty-two  Greek  coasters,  and 
the  rest  by  the  Azizi^  steamers  and  native  coasters. 

Imports  from  Marseilles: — Colonials,  skins  and  hides,  eatables^ 
candles,  manufactures,  metals,  wire  nails,  hardware,  clothing. 

Imports  from  Italy : — Paste  and  rice. 

Imports  from  Greece : — Oranges,  lemons,  oil,  olives,  soap,  raisins, 
walnuts,  sweet  pods. 

Imports  from  Constantinople : — ^Articles  coming  from  Europe. 

Eodosto,  February  10, 1876. 
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SAMOS. 

Bepart  hy  Consul  Marc  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Samos  for  the 

Tear  1876. 

Desobiption  Gkographtqtje. 

Llle  de  Samos,  une  des  plus  renommees  dans  TArchipel  Grec, 
faisant  partie  du  groupe  des  iles  appel^es  Sporades  Orientales,  s'^tend 
©ntre  le  86'  60"  du  26*  loDgitude  E.  du  meridien  de  Greenwich  et  le 
6'  40''  du  27°  k  parfcir  de  ce  m6me  meridien.  Le  tour  eomplet  de  Tile, 
en  Buiyant  toutes  les  sinuosity  du  rivage  d^passe  les  200  kilos.,  mais, 
si  Ton  en  fait  abstraction,  il  se  reduit  E 130  kilos.  La  forme  de  Tile 
ressemble  k  peu  pres  k  une  feuille  de  ch6ne.  EUe  s'^tend  dans  toute 
sa  longueur  de  Vest  k  I'ouest  ©t  dans  toute  sa  largeur  du  nord  au  sud. 
Fanni  les  iles  de  T Arcbipel  aucune  autre  n'a  de  montag^nes  plus  hautes 
et  plus  escarp^es  que  Tile  de  Samos.    Examinant  bien  leur  nature  nous 

Souvons  les  comprendre  en  une  seule  chaine  que  s'^tend  sur  toute  Tile 
e  Test  k  Touest.  Mais  cette  chaine  a  tant  de  ramifications  qu*elle 
forme  pour  ainsi  dire  autant  de  montagnes  qu'il  y  a  de  reseaux.  Strabon, 
faisant  la  description  de  rUe,  fait  mention  de  deux  montagnes,.  de 
r"AmpeloB"  qui  forme  toute  la  partie  montagneuse  de  llle  et  de 
"  Krouereus."  Cette  demi^re  montagne,  que  Pline  appelle  "  Cercetius," 
B'etend  entre  le  24^  18'  6"  longitude  E.  et  le  37°  48^  48"  latitude  N. 
D'apres  Thydrographe  Anglais  M.  Saumarez  Brock,  elle  a  une  hauteur  de 
4,726  pieds  Anglais  au  dessus  du  niveau  de  la  mer,  et  1,670  metres 
d'apr6s  le  touriste  Eran9ais  M.  V.  Guerin.  Deux  choses  rendent 
specialement  remarquable  cette  montagne.  La  premiere,  c'est  qu'elle 
est  tout  k  fait  creuse,  et  la  seconde,  c'est  qu*^  sa  partie  occidentale,  dans 
un  endroit  inaccessible  et  cavemeux,  600  metres  environ  au  dessus  du 
niveau  de  la  mer,  les  navigateurs  en  vue  de  Samos  voient  souvent, 
Burtout  pendant  les  nuits  orageused,  briller  une  lueur  semblable  k  une 
^toile  que  les  credules  attribuent  k  une  puissance  sumaturelle.  Cette 
lueur  cependant  que,  vu  I'escarpement  de  Tendroit,  la  main  humaine 
ne  pent  allumer,  provient,  parait-il,  d'apr^s  les  t^moignages  de  plusieurs 
naturalistes,  d'une  matiere  phosphorique  qui  se  d^gage  des  cavit6s  de 
la  montagne  et  qui  s'enflame  au  contact.de  Tatmosphere.  Qu'il  me 
Boit  permis  de  citer  ici  par  divagation  les  impressions  de  M.  Guerin  k 
la  visite  de  cette  montagne.  "  Jamais  spectacle  plus  magnifique,'*  dit-il, 
"jamais  panorama  plus  vaste  et  plus  van6  ne  s'6tait  offert  k  mes  regards. 
Je  restai  longtemps  comme  saisi  et  immobile  d'admiration  avant  de 
de  Bonger  k  ^tudier  cette  espece  d'immense  et  admirable  carte 
g^graphique  qui  se  d^ployait  ainsi  a  I'infini  autour  du  mont  but  la 
dme  duquel  y6tais  plac6.  Un  ciel  pur  et  transparent  6clairci  qu'il 
£tait  par  un  vent  du  nord  tr^s  vif ,  n'interposait  aucun  obstacle  devant 
la  vue,  et  ma  lorgnette  sondait  facilement  les  distances  les  plus 
^loign^es.  De  M,  en  effet,  apparait  la  mer  Eg6e  avec  la  plupart  des  ilea 
que  la  parsement  depuis  ceUe  de  Bhodes  au  S.  jusqu'^  celle  de  Lemnos 
au  nord ;  au  N.  O.  le  mont  Athos  dresse  sa  masse  6norme  que  semble 
ombrager  une  partie  de  TArchipel ;  k  Test  les  diverses  montagnes  de 
TAsie  Mineure  jusqu'i  la  chame  neigeuse  du  Taurus  dessinent  un 
r6seau  immense  de  plaines  et  de  valines,  de  golfes  et  de  promontoires. 
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Concdder^es  de  Bi  haut  les  distances  s'efiacent,  les  ties  se  rapprochent 
et  semblent  se  donner  le  main.  Les  cjclades  paraissent  unies  anx 
Bporades,  la  Qr^ce  d'Europe  et  la  Gtrhce  d'Asie  se  saluent  reciproque- 
ment  et  le  spectateur  embrasse  d'un  coup  d'oeil  ces  deux  monaes  que 
rhistoire  et  la  po^sie  ont  peupl6  de  tant  ae  soayenirs  et  que  la  nature 
affectionne  avec  amour;  tant  est  belle  la  lumiere  qui  les-^daire  et 
admirable  le  ciel  qui  les  d^re." 

PoPTJLATIOir. 

L'ile  de  Samos,  quoique  montagneuse  et  priv^e  de  plaines  pour 
itre  &  m&me  de  nourrir  ses  habitants,  fut  cependant  auz  temps  anciena 
nne  des  plus  peupl6es  parmi  les  iles  de  la  m^diterrann^ ;  car  on  oalculd 
qjL^k  son  ^tat  florissant  elle  complait  plus  de  260,000  habitants  liyrte 

J>lut6t  k  la  navigation  qu'&  la  culture  des  terres  qu'ila  possedaieiit  ntt 
e  continent  yoisin.  Des  p^rip^ties  extraordinaires  ont  tellement 
amoindri  le  nombre  de  ses  habitants,  qu'en  Tan  1468,  le  pen 
d'hommes  ^ui  j  demeuraient  se  sent  vus  oblig^,  fayant  les  perseca- 
tions  des  pirates,  d'abandouner  leurs  foyers  €^  de  se  r^fugier  k  Chiow 
Bn  1578  I'amiral  Turc  Kilits  Ali  Paclw,  second^  par  un  Chiiatkiii 
originaire  de  Patmos,  qui  le  seryait  en  oualit^  de  pilote»  et  noiuni 
Nicolas  Sarakiui,  r6unit  plusieurs  Grecs  des  al^itours  et  il  en  peupla 
rile  d^erte.  Diyers  historiens,  qui  d^s  lors  ont  yisit6  TUe  de  Samoi^ 
ne  parlent  point  du  nombre  de  ses  nouveaux  habitants.  Ce  n^est  qii*ell 
1828  qu*un  recensement  tant  soit  peu  regulier  fut  fait  par  ordre  da 
Gouyemeur  des  Sporades,  Jean  Ooletis.  D'apr^s  ce  recensement^ 
Samos  ayait  alora  une  population  de  88,998  &mes.  De  reoents 
recensements,  et  surtout  celui  de  Tann^  ^ul^,  constatent  que  llle 
compte  aujourd'hui  8,616  maisons,  8,240  families,  7,458  hommes,  8^890 
femmes,  18,298  enfants,  dont  9,728  |;ar9ons  et  8,575  fOles.  Tatai 
84,141  ^.mes  appartenant  toute  au  nte  Grec  orthodox.  Dans  cea 
chiffres  ne  sout  pas  compris  enyiron  10,000  Samiens  diapers^  sur  le 
littoral  da  PAsie  Mineure  et  presque  8,000  ^tablis  but  differents  points 
de  la  Turquie,  de  la  Greoe,  et  de  la  Boumanie. 

ADioinBTiUTioir. 

Par  un  firman  du  Sultan  Mahmout  en  date  du  11  Dec^mbre,  1881ft 
anquel  les  ambassadeurs  des  trois  puissances  garantes  k  Constantinople 
ont  adh6r6,  Vile  de  Samos  fut  ^ng6e  en  principant^  tributaire  de  la 
Turquie.  Ce  firman  et  quelques  autrea  explicatif  s,  rendus  plus  tard| 
assur^rent  k  ce  pays  une  autonomie  iut^rieure  qui,  malgr6  ses  de&utSy 
a  I'ayantaffe  de  rendre  la  population  Samienne  plus  heureuse  en  com« 
paraison  de  celle  des  autres  pays  de  I'empire  Ottoman.  Le  prince 
nomm6  par  la  Porte  couyoque  annullement  I'assembl^e  composee  de 
trente-sept  d^put^s  61us  paries  habitants.  Oe  corps  fixe  les  recettes  et 
les  d^penses  et  yote  les  lois  du  pays ;  il  choisit  dans  son  sein  quatre 
personnes  qui,  sous  la  pr6sidence  du  Prince,  ferment  le  conseiT  per- 
manent. Le  Prince  a  le  yeto;  il  nomme  aussi  tons  les  employ&i  de' 
I'administration.  Samos  a  un  tribunal  de  premiere  instance,  une  couv 
d'appel  et  six  trtbunaux  de  paix.  La  s&rete  publique  est  confi6e  k  una 
ffen^rmerie  indigene.  Un  d^taohement  de  200  soldats  turcs  r^do 
mpuis  1850  k  YaSiy,  chef  lieu  de  Tile,  k  titre  d'oocupation. 
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Piislrefl  para 

Fond  de  reeerre 684,425  S7 

Contribntiona  indirecieg 827,600  00 

Contribotions  directes    ..     ' 740,000  00 

Contiibationa  poor  rinstraction  pnbliqae       ••         ..  120,100  00 

Imprimerie  et  poBtet 28,800  00 

ImpAt  des  patontes         22,000  00 

Impdt  poor  les  routes 205,000  00 

Becettes  dea  srestlons  antecedentes       710,289  84 

Total  8,342,165    00 

DsFBNSBEk 

Piastres. 

Tribnt  imperial          400,000 

liste  civile  da  priifce 160,000 

AdminlBtratioa 176,458 

Justice 156,500 

Oidre  public 204,800 

Bant6 28,460 

Instmetion  pnbliqne 818,858 

TraTauz  publics          680,200 

Serriee  exterienr         65,460 

Finances           158,420 

Emolument  de  rArcbeyeque 36,500 

Postes  et  d^penses  impr^vues            185,512 

D^penses  extraordinaires       206,728 

Dettes  publiques         ..         .. ..  482,424 

Total         8,095,820 

iKSTBXrOTIOK  PlJBLIQXTB. 

Pour  rinstructioQ  publique  Tile  de  Samos  a  un  Ijc&e  superieur, 
quatre  lycees  secondaires,  quatre  ^coles  de  demoiselles,  et  trente-deux 
ecoles  mutuellee.    Dans  toutes  ces  ^coles  sent  eDseign^s  2833  Aleves. 

PBODUCTIOlf  COMMEBCS. 

Le  priaciDal  produit  de  Tile  de  Samoa  est  le  yin  en  ses  differentea 
qualities.  L^e  produit  plus  de  25,000  hectolitres  de  via  doux  muscat, 
export^  en  AUemagne,  en  Italie,  en  Turquie,  en  Eg;ypte,  et  en  Bou- 
manie.  Son  prix  sur  les  lieux  yarie  de  100  k  120  piastres  rhectolitre. 
Apr^s  le  yin  yiennent  les  raisins  sees.  Samos  en  produit  trois  qualities : 
les  raisins  muscats,  dont  la  production  s'^l^ye  k  60,000  quintaux,  les 
raisins  sees  noir  dont  la  production  s'^l^ye  k  25,000  quintaux,  et  lea 
raisiDS  sees  rosaki  dont  la  production  s*^16ye  k  700  quintaux.  Le  pnx 
du  raisin  see  muscat  yarie  de  50  ll  60  piastres  le  quintal,  celui  du  raisin 
noir  de  55  k  70  piastres,  et  celui  du  raisin  rosaki  de  100  k  120  piastres. 
Le  raisin  sec  de  Samos  est  exports  en  AUemague,  en  Autnche,  en 
HoUande,  en  Egjpte,  et  en  Boumanie.  Ces  derni^res  anuses  I'Angle- 
terre  en  a  demand^  une  assez  grande  quantity. 

Lorsque  la  recolte  est  bonne,  Samos  pent  produire  plus  de  25,000 
k  30,000  quintaux  d'huile  d*oliyes.  Aujourd*hui  cet  article  import^  ea 
Turquie,  en  Angleterre,  en  France,  en  Allemagne,  en  Bussie,  et  en 
Boumanie,  se  yend  sur  les  lieux  de  176  k  220  piastres  le  qnintaL 
Ayant  Tann^  1850  le  pays  jproduisait  aussiplus  de  50,000  quintaux  de 
earonbes ;   mais  un  hirer  ngoureux  detruisit  la  plus  grande  partie  de 
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ces  arbes  de  sorie  que  la  production  actuelle  de  cet  article  ne  d^passe 
pas  les  30,000  quintaux  vendus  sur  les  lieux  de  20  k  25  piastres  le 
quintal.  L'Angleterre,  Tltalie,  et  la  Turquie  consomment  ce  produit. 
Le  sol  samien  montagneux  d*un  cot6,  mais  f^cond  de  Tautre,  produit 
plusieurs  autres  acticles,  tels  que  les  amandos,  les  oignons,  les  citrons, 
les  oranges,  du  miel,  de  la  soie,  etc.,  dont  la  qunntite  d'exportation  est 
insignifianto.  L'importation  compreud  les  cereales  et  tons  les  produits 
agricots  et  industriels  dont  le  pays  a  besoin.  C'est  ainsi  que  I'Angle- 
terre  lui  envoie  sos  fers,  aes  aciers,  sea  verreries,  ses  rhums,  ses  etoSes, 
ses  soieries,  ses  draps,  ses  cotonnades,  et  ses  denr^s  coloniales,  sucres, 
cafes,  riz,  aromes,  teintures,  etc.  Quand  a  Tindustrie  Samienne  je  n'ai 
rien  a  faire  remarquer  ici  car  elle  se  trouve  encore  dans  san  etat  primitif. 
En  general  Texportation  de  Tile  peut  monter  a  12,000,000  de  piastres, 
et  rimportations  a  10,000,000  piastres.  Les  deux  tableaux'  ci-joint 
peuvent  donner  une  idee  du  mouvement  commercial  de  I'ile.  Les 
expositions  universelles  de  Londres,  de  Paris,  et  de  Vienne  ont  honor6 
de  leurs  medailles  le  vin  de  Samos. 

Le  pays  abonde  entre    autres  choses    en  mines  de  zinc    et  de 

Slomb  argentiferes.  Plusieurs  metallurgistes  Allemands  et  TAnglais. 
L  Anstet,  qui  Tannee  derniere  a  visits  k  dessein  Tile,  se  sont  prononc^ 
tout  a  fait  en  faveur  do  cette  ricbesse  min6rale.  Cependant  la  com- 
pagnie  Grecque  form6e  dupuis  quatro  aus  pour  Texploitation  des  mines 
des  mines  do  Samos  a  du  interrompre  ses  travaux  faute  des  grands 
capitaux  qu'^xige  une  pareille  enterprise. 

Natigation. 

La  navigation  voiliere  du  Levent  decroit  journellement  on  c^dant 
devant  les  progr^s  monstrueux  de  la  vapeur.  Aussi  les  navires  Samiens 
se  sont  rcduits  a  un  nombre  deplorable  de  sorte  qu'aujourd'hui  Samos 
ne  compte  que  236  navires  de  toute  grandeur  jaugeant  5,717  tonnaux. 
L'aDuee  ecoul'^o  le  mouvement  maritime  de  Tile  comptait  74  bateaux 
h  vapeur  jaugeant  28,037  tonnaux,  et  4,801  voiliers  jaugeant  41,133 
tonnaux  appartement  a  differents  pavilions  parrai  lesquels  celui  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne  se  fait  remarquer.  La  compagnie  Anglaise  de  navi- 
gation k  vapeur  *'  Bell's  Asia  Minor  '*  qui  dessert  la  lignes  des  Sporadcs 
ofTre  de  grandes  avantagcs  k  ces  contr^es. 

MouTEMEKT  Maritime  pendant  TAnn^  1876. 


Pavilions. 

Bateaux 
a  Vapeur. 

Tonnaux. 

Voiliers. 

Tonnaux. 

Anglais            

Autrichiens 

rran9ai8          

Allemands       

Hellenes          

ItaUens 

69 

27,600 
850 

"87 

5 
2 
1 
2 
157 
7 

1,058 
8 
2 
2 
1 

8,561 

880 
199 
185 
849 
8,956 
876 
18,767 
449 
881 
404 

Ottomans        .. 

Hollandaifl 

Sufidois            

Basses 

4 

Boumains        

Samieofl          

•  • 

170 
19,068 

Total        

74 

28,037 

4,801 

41,188 

K.B. — Le  tonnage  des  bateaux  de  guerre  h'est  pas  mentionn^. 
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Tablea^it  des  dirers  Produits  de  Pile  de  Samoa  Export^s  h  TEtranger 
pendant  TAnnte  1875. 


Oexu^. 


Valeur. 


Pays  de  la 
CoiiBoiiuiiatloii. 


AmandeSy  anis  confitures,  6corce  de  pin,  garance, 
▼inaigre,  fruits,  fromage,  raki,  souliera,  chif- 
fons, aavon,  ioiles  en  crin,  cotonades  eoierie, 
betail,  tuilles,  oignons^,  oranges,  hulle  de  cypres, 
miel,  soie 

Olires,  huile,  miel  . .         .  • 

Peaux  tannics  ct  bmtcs 

Caronbea      ..         ..         .. 

Vin 


Baidn  frais  . . 

Baisin  sec  nolr 

Raisin  sec  muscat 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Baisin  sec  rosaki 

Citrons 


Total 


Piastres. 
2,247,782 


502,947 
987,921 
244,281 

8,089,507 

10,048 

187,761 

8,596,888 


52,662 
5,800 


10,774,992 


Turqnie 


Russie 
Egypte 
Italic 

»» 
Gr6ce 

Autriche 
HoUande 
Angleteire 


N.B. — Une  partie  de  la  demi^re  recolte  reste  encore  en  d6pdt. 


Tableau  des  divers  Produits  efc  Manufactures  Import6s  de  TEfcranger 
peadant  TAnnee  1875. 


Pays  dcB 
proyenances. 


Torquie . . 


Angleterre 

Colonies  Anglais 
AUemagne 

ItaUe  .. 
France  .. 
Russie    . . 


Genres. 


Cereales,  fromage,  riz,  benrre,  poissons  sal§8, 
htlvas,  miel,  cuivre,  terre  de  souffre,  nitre,  puzo- 
lanne,  poterie,  tabac,  tumbacs,  teintures,  glands, 
anis,  mastic,  peaux,  bois  de  confitructioo,  douves, 
cerceauz,  b^tail,  bfites  de  labour,  savon^  cordes 
cotonades 

Per,  aoier,  clous,  nstensiles,  meubles,  Terreries, 
poudre  H  fusil,  rhum,  tabao  2i  priser,  cotonades, 
lainagcs  hiofieB  en  fil,  soierie,  toiles  de  Malte    . . 

Caf6,  Sucre,  aromes,  drogues,  teintures 

Cuirre,  6tain,  fer  Wane,  plomb,  clous  verreries, 
chanvre.  cordages,  papiers,  allumettes,  bois  de 
construction,  beurre,  quincaillerle,  lainages,  drap 

Biz,  pfttes,  poissons  sal^s,  toiles  en  laines,  souffi^, 
meubles 

Cotonades,  lainages,  soieries,  drap,  ^toffes,  peanz, 
▼orreries,  meubles 

Beurre,  caWar,  cordages,  fer,  toiles  cir^s  . . 

Pfttes,  fromage,  beurre,  peaux,  loucoom,  Uytcs, 
tabac,  terre  de  sonffre,  soierie,  resine 


TotaL 


5,000,526 


1,450,600 
420,000 


1,100,726 

460,000 

445,680 
210,828 

600,650 


9,689,005 


Samoa,  D^embre  81, 1875. 
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SMYENA. 

Sepori  hy.  Consul  Cumberbatch  on  ihe  Trade  and  Chmmeree  of  Srm^a 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

Tnfi  following  fcables,  as  compared  with  those  of  1874,  show  a  difibr- 
6iice  in  the  amount  of  imports,  tDose  of  L875  being  less  in  value  to  the 
extent  of  1,006,600Z.  sterling,  and  a  decrease  also  in  the  amount  of 
exports  of  44,(X)0/.  sterling,  as  compared  with  the  year  1874,  although 
the  gross  amount  of  tonnage  which  entered  this  port  in  1875  showB  an 
increase  to  the  extent  of  81,492  tons  entered  and  90,952  tons  deaved. 
This  decrease  is  attributed  not  only  to  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of 
imports  and  exports,  but  also  to  their  having  considerably  fallen  in 
price. 

In  1875  two  British  vessels  less  than  in  1875  entered  this  port  and 
three  less  cleared ;  but  owing  to  an  increase  in  the  number  oi  steam- 
shipsy  the  tonnage  entered  was  45,013  tons,  and  cleared  47,469*  tens 
more  than  in  1874. 

The  gross  amount  of  tonnage  entered  and  cleared,  and  the  value  of 
imports  and  exports  during  1875  were  as  follows : — 

Tom. 

Entered  775,445 

Clewed  772,748 

£ 

Value  of  importfl        8,488,400 

„       exports         8,896,000 


€l-BO0fl  Amount  of  Imports  at  the  Port  of  Smyrna  in  the  Year  1875. 


Articles. 


SAk  velvet,  &c. 
Gotten  goods  .. 
Glam,  hardware^  &c.  . . 
Manufactures  . .         .  • 
Cochineal,  indigo 
Stationery,  fire-arms,  &c. 
Petroleam 

Sngar  

Bom,  brandy,  Ac. 

Bnonan  batter,  fte.     . . 

Dried  fish,  &c. 

Rice,  coffee,  &c.  •  • 

Snlphnr 

Copper,  steel,  zinc^  &c. 

Soap,  &c 

Drags  and  medicines . . 
Coals,  charcoal,  &c.    . . 
Cotton  twist  . . 
Iron  nails,  timber 
Gold,  watches,  &c.     . . 
SoniMes 


Total 


Cases 
Bales 
Cases 
Bales 
Cases 


Barrels  . 


Bags      .. 
Packages 


Tons 
Bales 


Quantity. 


1,014 
11,080 
16,250 

6,160 
210 

1,950 

76,800 

16,620 

15,885 

854 

4,950 
59,825 
52,000 
24.780 

5,356 

8,220 
22,293 

4,076 


Value. 


£ 

117,000 

1,115,806 

282,200 

520,000 

24,289 

89,240 
e5,560f 

4Mi,72t 

«7,e8« 

14,94t 

204,850 
11,260 

22,280 
48,680 
35,490 
62,760 

827,040 
54,000 

312,990 


8^488,400 


4  B  2 
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Oboss  Amount  of  Exports  at  the  Port  of  Smyrna  in  the  Tear  1875. 


Articles. 


Cotton 

Wool 

Madder  roots 

Carpets 

Opium 

Sponges 

Scammonj,  &e. 

Gums 

Wax.. 


Liquorice    ..         «•         ..         •{ 

Valonea 

Oil 

Emeiy  stones 

Tobacco 

Cotton  seed . . 

Baisins,  figs,  &e 

Maize,  barley,  &c. 

Otto  of  roees  

Cocoons,  &o. 

Sundries,  consisting  of  wine,  yellow 
berries,  galls,  &;c. 

Total 


Quantity. 


61,361 

8,242 

8,589 

2,876 

4,250 

14,800 

125 

2,627 

868 

41,804 

84,807 

415 

8,860 

580 

8,420 

89,800 

82,500 

82 

180 


Value. 


£ 

520,000 

82,900 

19,070 

292,500 

552,500 

165.400 

5,920 

52,520 

6,800 

47,650 

764,140 

16,600 

15,800 

5,800 

42.100 

597,000 

81,400 

960 

520 

726,400 


8,896,000 


Bbitish  and  Foreign  Shipping  which  Entered  the  Port  of  Smyrna  in 

1876. 


Nationality  of  Vessels. 


Number. 


Tonnage. 


Number  of 
Crews. 


InYoice  Value 
of  Cargoes. 


British 

American 

Austrian 

Dutch 

French 

German 

Greek 

Italian  - 

Bussian 

Swedish  and  Norwegian 

Turkish 

Egyptian 

Spanish 

Total  .. 


174 

9 

187 

18 

104 

8 

141 

94 

69 

20 

800 

102 

I 


1,217 


165,558 

4,648 

178,465 

7,590 

122,870 

862 

17,682 

77,291 

52,707 

4,463 

58,829 

88,885 

645 


5,051 

98 

7,651 

286 

6,882 

25 

982 

8,080 

2,765 

187 

4,028 

8,160 

25 


776,445 


89,020 


£ 
955,500 
98,200 
600,400 

8,000 
712,700 

6,500 
100,000 
175,100 
181,000 

9,900 
231,000 
880,100 


8,488,400 
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Bbitish  and  Foreign  Shipping  which  Cleared  from  the  Fort  of  Smyrna 

in  1876. 


NatioiuOiiyofyeflBels. 


Number. 


Tonnage. 


Number  of 
CrewB. 


Invoice  Value 
of  Cargoes. 


British 

American 
Austrian.. 

Dutch , 

Ifrendi 

German < 

Greek 

Italian 

Russian 

Swedish  and  Norwegian 
Egyptian 

Total  .. 


176 
9 

187 
18 

105 
8 

122 
98 
70 
20 

102 

802 


1,2 


166,171 

4,648 

178,288 

7,690 

124,466 

862 

16,671 

76,806 

62,807 

4,722 

88,885 

56,982 


5,081 

98 

7,660 

286 

6,890 

25 

850 


2,760 

188 

8,124 

8,900 


772,748 


88,782 


£ 

2,068,600 

20,600 

664,100 

181,200 

822,800 

4,500 

88,500 
215,900 
121,500 

76,400 
162,500 

69,900 


8,896,000 


Ateragk  Rate  of  Freights  to  England  in  the  Year  1875. 


^ 

From- 

— 

To— 

£  s. 

d. 

£   s.    d. 

By  sailing  vessels— 

Barley       

Per  quarter 

0    8 

6 

0    5    0 

TYhitedari 

j»              •  •        •  • 

0    4 

0 

0    5    0 

Bones 

Per  ton,  gross  weight  . . 

1  10 

0 

1  15    0 

Emeiy  stones 

»                 •• 

0    5 

0 

10    0 

Fruits,  dry 

»                 •  • 

1  10 

0 

2    0    0 

Chrome  ore 

,»                 •  • 

0    5 

0 

15    0 

Valonea 

»>                 •  • 

1  10 

0 

2    5    0 

By  steamers- 

Barley       

Per  quarter 

0    4 

0 

0    5    0 

White  dari 

>»                        •  • 

0    4 

0 

0    5    0 

Caipets 

Per  ton,  measurement. . 

1  10 

0 

1  10    0 

Cotton  wool 

»>                 •  • 

0  15 

0 

10    0 

Emery  stones 

Per  ton,  gross  weight . . 

0    5 

0 

15    0 

Fruito,di7 

»                 •  • 

1  10 

0 

8    0    0 

Gall  nuts   .. 

»                 •  • 

1  10 

0 

2  10    0 

Goats'wool 

»                 •  • 

8    0 

0 

4  10    0 

Gums        

Per  ton,  measurement. . 

1  10 

0 

2  10    0 

Madder  roots 

99                               •  • 

0  12 

6 

10    0 

Opium 

w                        •• 

7  15 

0 

7  15    0 

Otto  of  roses 

Ad  valorem 

i  per  cent. 

i  per  cent. 

Scammony 

Per  ton,  measurement. . 

10    0 

0 

10    0    0 

Sheep's  wool 

»                 •  • 

0  12 

6 

10    0 

Skins         

Per  ton,  gross  weight  • . 

2  10 

0 

8    0    0 

^r  ::    ::    :: 

Per  ton,  measurement. . 

1  10 

0 

2    0    0 

Per  ton,  gross  weight  . . 

1  10 

0 

2    5    0 

TeUow  berries      .. 

»    .             •• 

1  10 

0 

2  10    0 

B2MABKB  OK  FsEIGHTB  DTJBIKa  1875. 

During  the  year  1875  the  bulk  of  the  export  trade  was  carried  on 
by  steam,  as  few  sailing  vessels  loaded  in  comparison  to  other  years  j 
this  may  be  attributed  to  the  increase  of  steamers  coming  here  seeking. 
Bates  of  freights,  in  comparison  with  other  Mediterranean  ports,  were 
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well  maintained  here  throughout  the  twelve  months.     The  large  crop^ 
of  white  dari  seed  contributed  in  BUBtaining  these  rates. 


Pbices  of  the  Principal  Imports  at  the  Port  of  Smyrna  in  the  Tear 

1876. 


Articles. 


Aniseed 
Alum  . . 
Arsensic 
Bagging 
Beer  . . 
Brandy 
Batter 
Cainrae 
Cassia . . 
OIoTee 
Cochineal 
Coffee 
Copper 
Copperas 
Coals  .. 
Cheese 

Earthenware  . . 
Gins,  cotton  . . 
Gin     . . 
Ginger 
Grease 

Gunpowder    . . 
Herrings 
Indigo 
Iron    . . 
Lead    .. 
Blacking 
Nails  .. 
Kutmegs 
Linseed  oil    . . 
Paint . . 
Petrolenm     . . 
Pepper 
Pimento 
Pitch.. 
Bice    .. 
Bopes .  • 
Bom  .. 
Sal  ammoniac 
Saltpetre 
Cottonseed  .. 
Soap  .. 
Steel  .. 
Sugar .  • 
Tea    . . 
Tin,  plates    .. 
„    bars       .. 
Twine  •• 

Twist,  cotton . . 
Wine,  sherry 

„     port   .. 
Wax   .. 
Wire.. 
Zinc    .« 


Quantity. 


Cwt. 


500 

Dozen 

Gallon 

28  lbs. 

Yard 

Cwt. 


Lb. 

Cwt. 

Lb. 


Cwt. 
Ton 

Cwt.       . 
Crate      . 
Piece 
Dozen    . 
Cwt. 

i  barrel  . 
Barrel    . 
Lb. 
Ton 

Cwt.  . 
Dozen  . 
Cwt 

Gallon    ! 

28  lbs.  . 
Canister. 
Cwt. 

»>  • 

Barrel    • 

Cwt.       . 


Gallon 

Cwt. 


Lb. 
Box. 

Cwt 

n  * 

Bundles . 
Dozen    , 

Lb?    ; 


Girt 

9* 


Price. 


£  s.   d. 
2    5    0 

1  5 

2  0 
24    0 

0  10 
0  16 
2  0 
0  0 
7  10 

6  10 
0    4 

5  0 
0    1 

0  15 

1  14    0 

7  0    0 
12  10 

8  0 
0  10 

2  10 
2    0 

0  16 

1  10 

0  10 
8    0 

1  10 

0  10 

1  2 
8  0 
0  4 
0  10 

0  6 

4  0 

2  0 

1  15 
0  16 

6  0 
0    2 

2  10 
2  10 

0  18 

1  10 
1  10 
1  17 

0  8 

1  4 
6    0 

2  0 

0  10 

1  16 

1  16 
0    1 

5  16 

2  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

« 

0 
0 
0 
0 
8 
0 
0 
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Fbioxs  of  the  Principal  ExportB  at  the  Fort  of  Smyrna  in  the  Tear 

1876. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

£  s.  d. 

Barley 

Lnperial  qnarter 

0  19    0 

Beans     

1  18    0 

Booee 

Ton 

4  10    0 

Boxwood           

6    0    0 

Carpets 

Square  pike 

0  10    0 

Chrome  ore       

Ton 

8     0    0 

Cocoons  . .         • ,         . .         , . 

Cwt. 

IB    0    0 

Figs 

„          •  • 

15    0 

Qallnnts          

2    0    0 

Guns 

„          •  • 

14    0    0 

Liquorice  paste 

Case 

2  16    0 

Hadder  roots    •  • 

Cwt. 

0  18    0 

Opiom   .. 

Lb 

0  16     0 

Otto  of  roses 

Ounce     .. 

10    0 

Resin 

Barrel    .. 

8    0    0 

Baisin^red       

Cwt.       .. 

10    0 

^      black 

0    6    0 

„      soltaoas 

n           •  • 

1  12    0 

Bags 

0  10     0 

Bogs 

p?ece  ;: 

8    0    0 

Scammony        

Lb. 

2    0    0 

Seed,  cotton 

Ton 

4    5    0 

„     canary 

bnperial  quarter 

7    0    0 

»     liemp       

a 

1  16    0 

Silk^waste        

Lb. 

12    0 

Bkins,  lamb       

500 

26    0    0 

Sponges 

Lb. 

1  10    0 

Storax 

Cwt.       .. 

1  15    0 

Stones,  emery 

Ton 

6  10     0 

„      white 

2  10    0 

Tobacco 

Lb. 

0     4    6 

Valonea 

Ton 

16     0    0 

Wine 

40  gallons 

1  10     0 

Wool,  cotton 

Lb          .. 

0    0    5 

„     goat's 

ii          •  • 

0    5     6 

„     sheep's 

♦>          •  • 

0    0  10 

Yellow  bexries 

Cwt.       .. 

8    6     0 

COASTDTG  TaADB,  1875. 

2,448  small  Turkisb  and  Greek  vessels  under  30  tons  each  entered, 
importing  sundries  to  the  value  of  82,500?.  sterling,  and  cleared  with 
European  merchandise  to  the  vdue  of  about  25,000/.  sterling.  Besides 
these  the  British  steamshio  **  Jura,"  mentioned  in  my  last  year's  report 
as  running  fortnightly  oetween  this  port  and  Adalia,  calling  at 
Tchesm6,  Samos,  Chuluk,  Calymnos,  Cos,  Symi,  Ehodes,  and  Macri, 
imported  goods  to  the  value  of  about  27,580/.  sterling,  and  exported 
about  44,870/.  sterling. 
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Monthly  Bates  op  Exchange,  1875. 

Per  £  sterling. 
Piastres. 

Janaaiy         Ill 

February 110| 

March 109^ 

April 110 

May 110 

June 110 

July 110 

August  lOOi 

September     ..         ..         ••         ..         ••         ••  HO 

October  1104 

Noyember ••  HOI 

December      ,.         ..         ..         • HI 

Qeneeal  Eemabks  on  the  Peincipal  Impobts. 

Manufactwres, — Owing  to  the  distress  wbicb  continued  to  a  certain 
extent  in  the  year  1875  in  the  interior  of  Asia  Minor,  the  consump- 
tion of  cotton  and  woollen  goods,  as  in  1874,  was  very  limited  and 
prices  low. 

Ooffee. — The  consumption  of  this  article  also  was,  for  the  same 
reason,  very  small ;  prices  notwithstanding  ruled  high. 

nice. — A  good  consumption  of  the  Indian  crop,  it  being  lower  in 
price  than  that  coming  from  Italy  and  Egypt. 

Sugar, — Also  a  good  consumption  of  the  Egyptian  ordinary  quality 
and  of  refined  American.  Owing  to  their  low  price,  they  are  replacing 
the  French  and  Dutch  qualities. 

Very  limited  consumption  of  other  colonials.    Prices  low. 

Bemares  on  Agricultuee  and  Proditce. 

Although  the  winter  crops  were  in  many  districts  partially  de- 
stroyed by  the  floods,  yet  the  yield  was  good  in  the  uplands,  and  tho 
summer  crops  of  sesame,  Indian  corn,  dari,  Ac,  were  unusually 
abundant. 

Barley  and  Wheat, — The  crop  of  barley  was  a  limited  one,  and  of 
middling  quality.  About  25,000  quarters  were  exported  to  Europe 
after  provision  was  made  for  local  consumption.  Prices  good.  Wheat 
was  not  exported  owing  to  the  crop  being  very  limited,  and  scarcely 
sufficient  for  home  consumption. 

Carpets -^'II  larger  exportation  than  during  any  previous  year  for 
England  and  the  Continent,  and  consequently  prices  of  this  manufac- 
ture were  well  sustained. 

Cotton, — ^A  very  large  crop,  but  of  inferior  quality,  and  prices  low. 
The  exportation  amounted  to  about  14,000,000  lbs.,  nine-tenths  of 
which  were  shipped  to  Spain,  and  the  remainder  to  Europe. 

Mg8. — It  is  asserted  that  there  was  never  such  an  abundant  crop 
as  in  1875.  The  quality  was  good,  but  prices  middling.  About 
12,000  tons  were  exported  to  England,  America,  and  the  Continent ; 
and  6,000  tons,  principally  of  inferior  quality,  were  consumed  in  Asia 
Minor. 

Gall  Nuts, — ^The  crop  was  very  abundant  and  good,  calculated  at 
about  2,000,000  lbs.,  three-quarters  of  which  were  shipped  to  Europe, 
the  remainder  still  in  stock.  The  price  of  this  article  was  never  so  low 
as  in  the  year  1875. 

Chms. — A  small  (jrop.  Prices  very  high,  with  a  good  demand 
chiefly  for  England. 
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Indian  Oom  and  Maize. — The  crop  very  abundant,  estimated  at 
above  300,000  quarters,  one-tbird  of  whicb  has  been  exported^  the 
remainder  is  unsold. 

Liquorice. — ^As  good  a  crop  as  in  1874.  This  article  was  in  great 
demand  for  America  and  Europe,  the^reater  portion  being  shijf^ed  in 
roots  and  the  remainder  in  paste.  •  Very  good  prices  obtained. 

Madder  Boots, — The  exportation  of  this  dye  is  yearly  on  the 
decrease,  prices  very  low  and  nominal.  The  crop  was  abundant  owing 
to  the  cultivators  dearing  their  fields  of  this  produce,  as  there  is  no 
demand  for  Europe,  the  article  beiug  entirely  replaced  by  the  artificial 
dye.    The  cultivation  of  this  root  is  becoming  quite  neglected. 

8ilk,^—W&B  fdso  of  an  insignificant  quantity  in  consequence  of  the 
heavy  rains  during  the  spring. 

Oil. — A  small  crop,  sufficient  only  for  the  consumption  of  Smyrna 
and  vicinity.     Prices  high,  but  with  a  limited  demand  for  Europe. 

Opium, — A  very  good  crop,  estimated  at  7,000  baskets,  but  the 
quali^  not  so  good  as  was  expected.  Prices  for  good  quality  sustained. 
Five-eighths  of  the  drug  shipped  to  America,  England,  and  Batavia,th6 
latter  on  account  of  the  Dutch  Government,  the  remainder  in  stock 
and  in  the  interior. 

Baisins. — ^A  good  crop  and  of  fine  quality.  Prices  also  good, 
shipped  principaUy  to  Imgland  and  the  Continent.  Large  profits 
realized. 

Scammony, — A  very  small  crop,  but  of  good  quality.  Prices  very 
high. 

Sesame  Seed. — Was  one  of  the  most  abundant  crops.  A  large 
quantity  shipped  to  Eranco  for  the  extraction  of  oil.    Prices  rather  low. 

Skins. — A  small  supply,  good  prices.  Half  used  by  the  tanneries 
in  this  city,  and  the  remainder  shipped  to  Europe. 

Sponges. — A  very  moderate  supply,  with  very  high  prices  and  a 
good  demand  for  Europe. 

Tobacco. — A  limited  crop,  which  was  principally  consumed  in 
Smyrna  and  its  district.    A  small  quantity 'exported  to  Europe. 

Valonea. — One  of  the  largest  crops  remembered.  The  quality, 
however,  was  middling.  Prices  40  per  cent,  lower  than  in  1874.  About 
18,000  shipped  to  England,  and  some  to  Italy  and  Germany. 

W'ooZ.— In  consequence  of  the  great  mortality  amongst  the  sheep 
in  the  year  1874,  the  supply  was  only  about  1,200,000  lbs.  weight,  two- 
thirds  of  which  was  shipped  to  America,  and  the  remainder  to  England 
and  Europe. 

Yellow  Berries. — A  large  crop,  but  of  inferior  quality.  Hardly 
any  demand  for  England.  Prices  low.  Partly  exported  to  Germany, 
Switzerland,  and  France. 

Cattle  Disease. 

The  cattle  disease  disappeared  in  the  spring  from  the  districts  near 
Smyrna. 

In  the  Angora  districts  the  goat  flocks  are  more  numerous  than  was 
anticipated  they  would  be  after  the  mortality  during  the  £Eunine  in  that 
district  in  1874. 

The  tithe  tax  (late  in  the  season)  was  ordered  by  the  Sultan  to  be 
reduced  to  the  nominal  rate  of  10  per  cent.,  but  I  find  that  the  order 
has  not  yet  been  executed. 

PlTBLIC  WOBES. 

BaUwoj/s.-^The  Cassaba  extension  line  was  opened  to  the  public  in 
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Hay  last,  and  has  proved  to  be  substantiallj  built.  The  further  ezten- 
flion  to  Ousehak  will  most  {)robabl7  be  commenced  in  the  coming 
spring.  There  are  some  engineering  difficulties  in  the  first  tweniy 
miles  of  this  portion  of  the  line  which  no  doubt  will  be  oyercome ;  but 
when'the  line  is  completed,  the  company  wUl  find  the  undertaking 
remunerative.  Gross  amount  of  receipts  during  the  year  1875^ 
102,839?.  14*.  3 J.,  against  70,221Z.  3«.  5J.  of  last  year. 

The  A'idin  nulway,  eighty-one  miles  in  extent,  was  in  unusual  full 
work  for  many  months.  Receipts  during  the  year  1875,  843,63?.  16*., 
against  76,246/.  19*.  of  last  year. 

Qiuay. — This  undertaking  remains  in  the  same  unfinished  condition 
as  last  year,  causing  considerable  inconvenience  and  illness  to  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  lower  quarter.  It  appears  that  a  remedy 
against  this  nuisance  is  as  far  distant  as  ever. 

Smyrna,  March  31, 1876. 
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TEEBIZOND. 

Bapart  hy  Vic^Oomul  BUhiti  on  ike  Trade  and  Oommeree  of  Trehixoni 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

Tmsms  are  this  year  no  contradictory  reports  with  respect  to  the 
inereaee  or  deereftse  of  the  trade  in  this  town.  All  the  information  and 
returns  obtained,  whatever  their  source  may  be,  tend  to  show  tiiat 
tiiere  has  been  a  general  depression  of  commercial  affiurs.  It  is  useless 
to  add  that  the  late  financial  crisis  in  Turkey  has  filled  up  the  measure  • 
of  the  unsatis&ctory  state  of  things  which  prevailed  at  Trebisond  since 
the  beginning  of  the  year. 

EXPOETS. 

Beam. — Although  the  crop  has  been  very  abundant,  only  12,000  cwts. 
hare  been  exported  in  1875,  against  27,000  in  the  preceding  year, 
owing  to  this  produce  not  having  been  in  immediate  demand.  The 
harvest  taking  place  in  October,  it  was  only  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
that  beans  began  to  be  shipped. 

Boxwood, — A  little  more  than  12,000  cwts.  have  been  exported  this 
jrear,  against  4,000  in  the  preceding  one  ;  but  this  is  only  a  momentary 
mcrease,  as  the  Porte  has  prohibited  in  the  course  of  the  year  the 
felling  of  the  Crown  forests  of  boxwood.  The  quantity  exported  was 
mostly  cut  down  before  the  prohibition.  Private  groves  not  being 
subject  to  this  measure,  there  may  be  still  in  future  shipments  of  this 
article,  but  on  a  very  restricted  scale.  The  valuation  on  which  the 
forest  duty  is  levied  has  been  reduced  about  25  per  cent.  The 
Bussian  Goyemment  having,  it  appears,  likewise  prohibited  the  cutting 
of  boxwood  in  a  part  of  the  forests  of  the  Caucasus,  an  increase  may 
be  expected  next  year  in  the  market  prices  of  this  article. 

wain, — Wheat  and  Indian  com  not  having  been  in  demand  in  this 
quarter,  there  is  in  these  two  articles,  compared  to  last  year's  exporta- 
tion, a  diminution  of  no  less  than  48,500  quarters. 

Lotipesy  or  Walnut-tree  Rnobi  have  oecome  within  the  last  few 
years  an  important  article  of  exportation  to  France.  It  is  a  trouble- 
some trade,  inasmuch  as  the  loupeurs,  who  come  annually  for  the 
purpose  from  France,  are  compelled  to  proceed  into  the  interior  of 
Anatolia,  in  order  to  judge  by  themselves  of  the  loupe,  which  varies 
greatly  in  price  according  to  age  and  quality.  It  is  purchased  generally 
at  low  prices  from  the  peasants,  but  the  transport  to  the  sea  shore 
requires  often  heavy  expense.  However,  the  loupeurs  realize,  it  would 
seem,  large  profits ;  a  fact  which  has  induced  many  natives  to  undertake 
on  their  account  similar  operations,  but  with  the  view  to  re-sell  their 
loupes  on  the  place.  They  are  sold  by  weight,  and  fetch  now  here  from 
^  fr.  to  2  fr.  an  oke  (2|  lbs.},  according  to  quality.  As  loupes  are  used 
in  large  quantities  in  England,  where,  if  I  mistake  not,  they  are  mostly 
procured  from  other  Eim>pean  markets,  it  would  be  nd  doubt  worth 
while  for  British  traders  to  follow  the  example  of  the  French  dealers  in 
this  article. 

Salt  Mih. — ^I  have  stated  in  one  of  my  preceding  reports  that  a 
kind  of  anchovy,  called  flamsee  by  the  natives,  was  fished  in  large 
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quantities  ou  this  coast,  and  formed  the  principal  food  of  the  popula- 
tions. Speculators  have  undertaken  some  time  since  to  pickle  flamsee 
for  exportation,  and  shipments  have  taken  place  this  year  for  the  first 
time.  Salt  fish  being  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  consumption  in 
the  Mediterranean,  pickled  flamsee  may  become  an  article  of  exporta- 
tion of  some  importance,  as  it  can  be  fished  here  to  a  very  large  extent. 

Tiflickj  or  Fillick,  which  continues  to  be  the  most  import^t  article 
of  trade  between  this  port  and  Great  Britain,  has  exceeded  by  nearly 
800  bales  last  year's  shipments.  The  prices,  which  had  been  32  pias. 
during  the  first  three  quarters,  have  fallen  off  in  the  course  of  the  last  to 
24  pias.  This  article  is  sold  at  100  pias.  per  Turkish  lira,  an  exception 
to  toe  current  prices  of  all  other  goods,  which  are  paid  at  the  rate  of 
182  pias.  per  Turkish  lira. 

Tobacco  has  also  been  shipped  in  larger  quantities,  about  one-third 
more  than  in  the  year  1874.  This  produce  has  been  in  great  demand, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crops  in  Russia;  and  although  it  had  been 
planted  on  a  larger  scale  than  in  the  preceding  year,  the  supply  was 
hardly  adequate  to  meet  the  demand. 

The  following  return,  which  is  extracted  from  the  manifests  of  the 
different  companies  of  steamers,  shows  the  quantitj[,  value,  and  countries 
of  exportation  of  the  produces  of  Turkey  and  Persia  respectively.: — 
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Ajtatouav  Extobts. 

There  is  a  decrease  of  98,7607.  between  the  exports  of  the  present 
and  those  of  the  preceding  year,  but  if  the  exceptional  exportation  of 
grain  in  1874  is  taken  into  account,  the  difference  against  this  year  is 
reduced  only  to  12,000^  Compared  to  the  exports  of  1873,  those  of  1875 
show  again  a  diminution  of  24,000/. 

With  respect  to  British  trade,  leaving  aside  Indian  com,  which 
alone  represented  in  1874  a  surplus  of  1S,(X)01.^  in  the  Turkish  produce 
sent  to  Great  Britain,  there  is  on  the  exportation  of  this  year  an 
increase  of  3,500/.  due  to  Tiftick. 

PlBSIAN  EXPOBTS. 

The  exportation  in  silks  has  not  attained  in  1875  half  the  value  of 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  decrease  reaches  the  important  sum  of 
57,000/.  Tumbeki  (tobacco)  has,  on  the  contrary,  augmented  more 
than  19,000/.  On  the  whole  the  decrease  in  Persian  exports  is  not  &r 
from  40,000/. 

British  trade  with  Persia,  on  which  an  important  diminution  had 
been  noted  last  year,  in  consequence  of  the  non- exportation  of  cotton, 
has  remained  during  the  present  one  in  the  same  depressed  condition. 

The  custom-house  registers  show  that  the  goods  which  passed  in 
direct  transit  for  Europe  in  1875,  and  of  which  a  note  follows,  have 
exceeded  by  850  packages  and  by  42,000/.  the  exportations  in  transit  of 
the  preceding  year. 


ArtiolM. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bilk    ..         

Guts 

Wool 

Cotton 

Baiains          

Sundries        • 

Oalls 

Hid«s 

759 

47 

1,883 

170 

448 

29 

87 

85 

£ 

75,900 
829 

6,915 
680 

1,792 
116 
348 
210 

Total       .. 

2,958 

86,290 

Impobts. 

I  show  in  the  following  return  the  quantity,  yalae,  and  countries  of 
produce  of  the  goods  landed  in  1875  by  steamers  in  the  port  of  Trebi- 
2ond  for  consumption  in  Turkey  and  for  transit  to  Persia : — 
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IXFOBm  TO  Akatolia. 

The  total  value  of  imports  in  1874  amounting  to  897,567/.,  there  is 
against  this  year  an  important  decvease  of  537,187/.  It  must  be 
obserred,  however,  that  562,000/.,  or  more  than  this  sum,  being  the 
difference  between  the  value  pf  the  cotton  manufactures  imported 
during  the  two  years,  there  is  an  increase  of  S7,000/.  on  all  the  other 
articles  taken  together,  except  tea,  on  which  there  is  a  decline  of  5,000/., 
or  of  one-third.  The  great  fluctuation  in  ootton  manufactures  is  the 
natural  reaction  of  last  year's  unheard-of  importations  in  this  article, 
which  had  encumbered  the  market,  and  remained  in  great  part  unsold. 
The  value  of  cotton  manu&ctores  in^poorted  this  year  is  only  about  one- 
t«nthofthatofl874. 

Impobtb  to  Febbia. 

Taken  together  they  ahow  in  the  preaeit  year  a  decline  of  80,000/. 
on  the  values  of  the  preceding  one ;  cotton  manu&ctures  come  in  for 
28,000/.  and  sugar  for  14,500/.,  while  an  inereaae  of  11,000/.  on  tea  and 
1,500/.  on  articles  of  minor  importance  reduce  the  difference  to  the  sum 
mentioned  above. 

In  consequence  of  steamers  running  direct  between  Marseilles  and 
Poti,  to  which  port  they  carry  goods  at  rates  of  freight  lower  than  those 
paid  by  the  indirect  lines  to  Trebizond,  the  importation  liere  of  sugar, 
which  is  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  transit  to  Persia,  has  much 
declined  within  the  last  two  years,  and  is  hardlj  expected  to  revive. 
It  is  foreseen  also  that  tea,  which  was  hitherto  miported  from  Great 
Britain,  will  henceforth  be  carried  through  Bussia,  in  consequence  of 
the  steamers  of  that  nation  having  begun  to  make  voyages  m  the  far 
east,  a  circumstance  which  will  enable  them  to  carry  this  produce  direct 
in  the  Black  Sea  at  less  expense  tiian  through  the  circuitous  route 
which  it  follows  now. 

TbADB  BeTUBKB  TOB  THl  LAST  TWHTTT  YbABS. 

Under  the  impression  that  it  would  be  interesting  to  form  an 
accurate  criterion  of  the  fluctuations  of  the  trade  at  Trebizond  for  a 
series  of  years,  I  have  bestowed  my  care  to  procure  the  values  of 
exports  and  imports  for  as  &r  back  as  possible. 

No  statistics  of  commerce  exist  before  the  Crimean  war,  but  from 
the  most  reliable  information  obtained,  the  exports  may  be  reckoned  to 
have  been,  on  an  average,  800,000/.,  and  the  imports  1,000,000/.  a  year. 

The  data  which  I  have  procured,  and  which  mclude  Tiu^ish  as  well 
as  Persian  trade,  begin  after  that  period,  and  areas  follows : — 
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Exports. 

Import!. 

1856    .. 
1867    ./ 
1868 

JWQV     •  •            •  •           *  • 

1860 

1861 

1862-68         ..          1 
1864-66         ..          / 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1860 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1078   ,, 

1674 

1876 

£ 

698,697 
1,488,884 
1,228,794 

996,741 
1,690,108 
1,266,781 

Uakaowm 

826,217 
687,168 
967,089 
740,778 
786,219 
768,178 
827,218 
788,480 
696,888 
698,078 

£ 

8,298,422 
8,760,520 
4,266,762 
4,416,580 
^^M68 

UnkB^wm 

929,428 
1,091,658 
l,18Mtt 

1,469,614 
1,425,422 
1,158,944 
1,888,541 
1,469,221 
1,820,854 
1,288,647 

The  exports  have  varied  between  700,000Z.  and  1,000,OOOZ.  a  year. 
They  have  gone  beyond  the  latter  sum  during  four  years,  but  it  was 
immediately  after  the  Crimean  war,  an  exceptional  time;  they  can 
therefore  be  considered  to  rive  an  average  of  800,000/.  a  year,  that  is,  to 
have  not  increased  since  the  revival  of  trade  in  this  port,  about  forty 
years  ago. 

So  long  as  this  country  remains  in  the  present  deplorable  condition 
as  regards  roads  and  turning  into  account  its  latent  resources,  the 
exportations  cannot  be  expected  to  augment  in  a  permanent  and 
important  manner.  But  if  the  Erzeroom  road  be  kept  in  good  repair 
ana  branch  roads  constructed,  if  a^culture  be  encouraged  and  cheap 
means  of  transport  devised,  if  facilities  be  granted  for  the  working  of 
forests  and  mines  especially,  and  if  the  amount  of  security  required  for 
serious  undertaking^  be  secured  to  sneculators,  the  exportations  would 
soon  attain  proportions  which  would  compensate  for  the  loss  of  the 
transit  trade.  For,  however  hard  it  may  be  to  admit  it,  there  are 
evident  proofs  that  Trebizond  is  fast  declining  as  an  emporium  for 
Persia,  and  that  it  cannot  hold  much  longer  the  place  which  she  has 
occupied  in  that  respect  during  the  last  forty  years.  Tlie  development 
of  the  exportation  from  the  Anatolian  provinces  may  have  for  cTOct  to 
protract  this  doom.  When  Trebizond  was  the  only  route  to  Persia,  it 
occurred,  whenever  the  number  of  packages  was  not  balanced  in  imports 
and  exports,  that  the  merchants  were  compelled  to  employ  caravans, 
which  had  no  return  cargoes,  and  charged,  thereforei  higher  freight. 
Special  caravans  are  not  now  resorted  to,  as  the  extra  charge  is  more 
than  the  surplus  paid  through  the  Caucasus.  The  importations  are 
therefore  limited  at  present  to  an  equal  number  of  packages,  as  those 
conveyed  to  Trebizond  from  the  interior.  Those  from  Persia  tend  to 
diminish,  in  consequence  of  the  articles  of  value,  such  as  silks,  shawls, 

3ts,  &c.,  being  sent  in  preference  through  Poti.  The  deficiency 
i,  therefore,  to  be  made  good  by  exjportation  of  Turkish  produce,  in 
or^er  to  maintain  the  present  balance  or  imports.  Owing  to  the  uncer- 
tainly to  find  here  ready  means  of  transport  whenever  they  may  be 
required,  the  principal  European  importers  to  Persia  send  their  goodsi 
though  at  an  extra  charge  of  nearly  10  per  cent.,  through  Poti,  while 
the  native  merchants,  who  emplov  usually  the  return  caravans,  so  long 
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as  tbe^  are  ayailable^  use  themselves  the  Bussian  route  for  the  surplus 
of  theu*  goods. 

In  1^6,  the  imports  which  had  been  until  that  period  of  1,000,000/. 
a  year,  made  a  marked  progress,  and  increased  with  slight  fluctuations 
during  the  four  following  years.  However,  in  1861  they  were  in  round 
numbers  600,000/.  less  than  in  1856,  and  although  no  records  have 
been  found  for  the  years  1862,  63,  64,  and  65,  it  may  be  surmised  that 
the  decline  was  rapid,  for  in  the  year  1866  the  importations  had  fallen 
again  even  below  the  sum  reached  before  the  Crimean  war.  In  1867, 
we  detect  a  revival  in  imports,  the  value  of  which  increased  steadily^ 
with  the  exception  of  the  years  during  which  the  famine  was  raging  in 
Persia.  Last  year  they  had  attained  nearly  twice  the  value  of  those  of 
1866,  and  without  the  financial  crisis  which  has  occurred  in  Turkey 
during  the  present  year,  no  important  decrease  would  have  been  re- 
gistered in  1875. 

British  Trade. — ^Its  proportion  in  the  foregoing  values  stands  as 
shown  in  the  following  dei»>iled  returns,  which  it  is  impossible  to  pro- 
cure for  further  back  than  the  year  1866. 
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If  WjD  except  tiftick,  tbe  fluctuations  on  the  other  articles  of  expor-^ 
taiion  from  Tork^  taken  toother  have  been  insigaificant. during  the 
period  of  the  ten  jesra  eompined  m  tke  sbore  ivtams.  These  articles 
nare  amounted  together  t#  an  annual  ayerage  sum  of  20,000/.  The 
inareaaa  which  has  taken  place  from  year  to  year  arises  only  out  of  the 
augment  on  tiftick,  and  also  during  the  last  three  years  on  account  of 
the  eizceptioDal  exportaiion  of  Indian  eoan.  The  differernce  on  the* 
yafcie  of  the  tiftick  sent  to  Great  Britain  in  >866  and  1875  is  upwards 
of  84,000/. 

With  respect  to  Persian  exports,  excepting  the  years  of  the  famine 
and  up  to  1872»  the  fluctuatioos  have  not  ejcaeded  1,200/.,  lout  in  1878 
there  lias  been  a  sudden  Ml  of  3,500/.,  and  during  the  two  years 
following  the  values  of  the  exportations  have  continued  to  decline- 
gradually. 

While  thete  has  been  on  the  coBeetive  exporli  from  Turkey  and 
Persia  an  augment  of  more  than  38,000L  up  to  last  year,  there  kas  been 
since  that  period  a  decrease  of  7,000/.,  thus  leaving  a  diiference  of 
BlfiOOh  between  the  extreme'yea^* 
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Cotton  manufactures  form  the  real  important  branct  of  imports; 
tea  and  coflfee  are  also  of  some  mon\ent,  the  latter  only  for  Turkey. 
The  high  prices  fetched  by  coffee  have  caused  its  consumption  to 
diminish,  and  that  of  tea  to  increase  within  the  last  three  years.  How- 
ever, the  value  of  imports  in  coffee  is  the  same,  although  the  quantities 
are  inferior.  The  other  articles  have  fluctuated  in  Turkey  from 
10,000/.  to  15,000^.,  and  in  Persia  only  from  1,800^.  to  nearly  4,0001. 

Cotton  manufactures  imported  in  Turkey  have  much  varied  within 
the  period  of  the  last  ten  years,  but  there  is  a  decided  increase  towards 
the  latter  part  of  this  period,  notwithstanding  the  important  falling  off 
in  the  present  year.  The  comparison  must  bear  on  a  certain  number 
of  years  rather  than  from  year  to  year,  as,  without  taking  into  account 
other  exceptional  causes,  only  the  fact  of  the  deposits  being  renewed 
at  an  early  period  or  an  advanced  period  may  show  fluctuations  which 
do  not  exist  in  reality.  Taking,  therefore,  the  total  value  of  the  cotton 
manufactures  imported  in  Turkey  from  1866  to  1870  inclusively,  and 
that  of  the  five  remaining  years,  there  is  a  difference  of  no  less  than 
420,160/.  in  favour  of  the  latter  period,  or  an  average  annual  increase 
of  the  important  sum  of  84,000Z. 

The  exceptional  large  importations  of  cotton  manufactures  in 
Persia  in  the  years  1874  and  1875  cannot  be  taken  as  a  standard  of 
the  present  importance  of  this  trade  ;  it  must  be  considered  merely  as 
arising  out  of  opportunities  which  the  merchants  had  to  renew  at  low 
charges  by  returning  caravans  their  deposits  in  that  country.  A  com- 
parison between  the  first  and  the  last  five  years  of  the  period  during 
which  the  above  returns  extend  show  no  fluctuations  worth  noticing. 

Shipping  and  Navigation. 

BriiUh  Shipping, — Towards  the  middle  of  the  year  two  British 
steamers  made  experimental  trips  on  this  line,  and  it  was  given  to 
understand  that  they  would  continue  to  run  regularly.  However,  it 
would  seem  that  their  operations  were  not  suflBciently  remunerative,  as 
they  ceased  abruptly  their  voyages  in  November  last.  After  the  unsuc- 
cessful trials  which  have  been  made  now  and  then  within  the  last  few 
years  to  establish  a  line  of  British  steamers  ou  the  southern  coast  of 
the  Black  Sea,  it  can  hardly  bo  expected  that  the  experiment  will  be 
renewed  for  some  time  to  come. 

Tears  ago  the  steamers  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company 
used  to  run  on  this  line,  and  their  movements  at  that  time  offer  a 
striking  contrast  with  the  scarcity  at  present  of  British  shipping  on 
this  coast  of  the  Black  Sea,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  following  comparative 
return : — 


Years. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1856       .. 
1875 

74 
5 

27,«57 
8,484 

£ 
811.60« 
5,600 

£ 

191,908 

10,800 

According  to  all  appearances,  Trebizond  is  a  port  where  British 
shipping  has  no  chance  to  obtain  again  the  importance  which  it  had 
twenty  years  ago. 
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The  crops  in  general  hare  been  plentiful  in  thia  province  ab  well  a» 
in  tiie  iiUand  ones ;  but  so  it  was  also  in  other  parts  o£  the  empire,  in 
Soumania  espedallj.  The  consequent  moderate  prices  have  prevented 
the  grain  of  the  remote  parts  of  Anatolia  from  being  in  demand.  As  I 
hmf%  stated  in  form&p  reports,  an  essential  condition  for  exportation  from 
thia  quarter  is  sufficient  hi^h  prices  elsewhere.  Without  this  circom- 
atanee  an  abundant  harvest  is  rather  detrimental  tihan  otherwise  to  the 
rural  populationa  here,  who  seU  at  low  prices  only  part  of  their 
produces,  and  are  not  able,  as  it  has  been  the  case  this  year,  to  dispose 
of  the  whole  of  them  even  at  reduced  rates.  This  undesirable  state  of 
things  will  continue  to  exist  so  long  as  cheap  means  of  transport  are 
not  devised. 

Mines. 

Out  of  nearly  100  mines  of  metal  ores  of  all  kinds  which  exist  in 
this  province  only  one  of  argentiferous  lead  is  worked  at  Ouereli^ 
twenty  miles  west  of  Trebizond.  No  comments  are  required,  but  a 
hope  can  only  be  expressed  that  the  Commission  appointed  at  Con* 
stantinople  to  examine  the  regulation  about  the  workmg  of  mines  may 
arrive  at  some  practical  result  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government,  of 
the  population,  and  of  the  undertakers  themselves. 

FOBESTS. 

There  are  in  this  vilayet  about  1,000  square  miles  of  ground 
covered  with  forests,  one  half  are  property  of  the  Crown,  the  other  lialf, 
which  consists  mainly  of  groves  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  villages,  ia 
considered  by  the  inhabitants  as  belonging  to  the .  Commons,  and  in  a 
few  cases  belong  to  private  individuals.  Most  of  the  Crown  forests 
are  in  the  districts  of  Livanah,  Adjarah,  Batoom,  Ttjorook  Soo,  and  Off 
on  the  east ;  of  Trebizond,  Ordoo,  Guerelu,  and  Aktshe  Abad  on  the 
west ;  and  Madjka,  Kurtine,  Kelkit,  and  Shagran  on  the  south.  All  of 
them  are  virgin  forests. 

The  pitch,  fir,  pine,  and  beech-trees  are  predominant  in  these 
forests.  However,  chestnut,  alder,  elm,  oak,  ash,  maple,  and  lime-trees 
are  also  found  in  great  numbers,  and  everywhere.  Boxwood  grows 
especially  at  Alina  and  Bijah,  and  the  juniper  tree  at  Kerasond,^ 
Tinebali,  and  Livanah. 

The  mean  distance  of  the  forests  from  the  seashore  is  about  fifteen 
miles.  Although  in  general  the  means  of  transport  are  wanting,  there 
are  many  forests  which  can  be  worked  with  comparative  small  outlays 
for  the  construction  of  short  roads,  in  consequence  of  the  proximity  to 
the  existing  high  roads,  such  as  the  forests  of  Kerasond  (Karahissar 
road),  Madjka  (Erzeroom  road),  or  to  rivers  on  which  the  timber  can 
be  floated,  such  as  the  forests  of  Livanah  (Isorook  Soo),  Sireboli 
(Harshood  Biver). 

However,  with  the  exception  of  boxwood  exported  from  Kiyeh  and 
Atinah,  and  a  little  timber  from  Batoom,  no  advantage  Is  derived  at 
present  from  the  extensive  forests  belonging  to  the  Crown. 

The  timber  and  firewood  used  for  local  consumption  is  usually  cut 
in  the  groves  situated  at  no  great  distance  from  the  seashore  or  near 
the  villages,  and  which  are  claimed  by  the  inhabitants  as  belonging  to 
them.  In  consequence  of  these  woods  having  been  constantly  and 
indiscriminately  feUed,  and  often  burnt  down  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  arable  land,  they  are  in  a  very  poor  condition. 
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However,  the  inconvenience  arising  out  of  this  lawless  state  of  things 
has  been  somewhat  remedied  by  the  appointment  two  years  ago  of  forest 
guards,  under  the  orders  of  special  officers. 

Judging  from  the  revenues  derived  by  the  Government  from  forest 
dues,  it  would  appear  that  the  supervision  becomes  every  day  more 
efficient.  In  1873,  that  is  the  year  before  the  appointment  of  forest 
guards,  the  revenues  were  of  66,000  pias.  (600Z.),  in  1874  they  reached 
140,000  pias.  (1,273/.),  and  in  the  present  year  they  have  amounted  to 
as  much  as  220,000  pias.  (2,091/.)  It  is  expected  that  in  consequence 
of  recent  measures  enacted  bv  the  Porte  on  the  subject  of  forests,  the 
revenues  for  the  year  1876  will  attain  a  very  high  increase. 

Trebizond,  December  31, 1875. 
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UNITED    STATES. 

CHAELESTON. 

Oonsul  Walker  to  the  Earl  of*Derly. 

My  Lord,  Oharhstany  May  6, 1876. 

Oke  of  tbe  merchants  of  this  port  having  furnished  me  with  copies 
of  statements  he  has  put  forth  in  reference  to  the  trade  in  crude  and 
manufactured  phosphate,  I  have  prepared  a  further  statement  to 
contrast  the  actual  results  of  the  use  of^the  manufactured  phosphate  in 
the  cultivation  of  upland  cotton  with  results  that  should  have  been 
attained,  if  the  use  of  fertilizers  in  the  year  1870  and  the  cotton 
product  of  that  year  might  be  regarded  as  a  criterion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  these  final  statements  which  may  prove 
of  interest  to  those  who  deal  in  the  commodities  referred  to. 

T   {|fl VA     Jfe/» 

(Signed)        H.  PINCKNET  WALKEB. 


Bepart  on  the  Fhotphate  Trade  of  Charleston. 

Cbube  Phosphates. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  dealers  and  manufacturers  of  fertilizers 
to  learn  that  the  price  of  crude  rock  in  Charleston  has  advanced  from 
5  dol.  50  c.  to  6  dol.  per  ton,  from  the  fact  that  sales  made  under  the 
former  figure  entail  a  loss  upon  the  miners. 

Since  the  local  manufacturers  as  well  as  others  throughout  the 
United  States  generally  employ  land  rock,  they  cannot  look  for  a 
continuance  of  their  supply  at  former  prices.  The  low  values  of  their 
products  for  the  last  two  years  have  caused  many  to  abandon  mining  as 
an  unprofitable  business. 

At  the  same  time  the  riyer  companies  are  all  under  contract  ahead 
to  the  full  extent  of  their  productive  capacity,  at  higher  prices  than  are 
obtained  for  the  crude  land  rock,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  continue 
their  operations. 

But  on  the  other  hand  these  Tor^  companies  are  cramped  by  the 
growing  scarcity  of  reliable  diggings  in  a  profitable  vicinity  to  the  city, 
a  condition  indispensable  to  continuous  work  at  any  one  point. 

It  would  appear  that  previous  estimates  of  the  quantity  existing  in 
the  river  deposits  have  been  exaggerated,  and  that  the  accessible  supply 
capable  of  beinj;  worked  by  machinery  is  limited  in  extent  and  less  than 
heretofore  admitted. 

If  this  di£Bculty  be  not  in  some  way  oyercome,  an  advance  in  the 
price  of  river  rock  must  naturally  follow. 

This  howeyer  would  scarcely  affect  the  local  manufacturers  who  use 
this  rock  to  a  very  limited  extent,  and  indeed  throughout  the  United 
States  its  consumption  is  small  in  comparison  with  the  article  obtained 
from  the  land  excayations. 

The  following  statement  is  intended  to  show  the  course  of  trade  for 
the  past  three  years  from  Charleston  and  Beaufort. 
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And  the  appended  sfotement  will  diiow  tiie  movement  of  BMiiafiBte- 
tnred  fertilisers  from  1870  to  1876 ;  it  waa  the  general  impreeawa  that 
the  quantitj  forwarded  this  year  was  larger  than  last,  this  waa  the 
caae  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  bat  the  heavj  decline  in 
cotton  checked  shipments,  and  while  the  quantitj  eent  to  the  oomtry 
is  huge^  it  is  feared  that  much  will  remain  unsold  and  unused. 


StaUmmU. 


Boate. 

ISTfiL 

mi. 

isn. 

1878. 

18M. 

i6r«. 

MS. 

Tons. 

Tm. 

•Tons. 

Tcoa. 

Ttlii. 

Tooi. 

Tom. 

Sooth  CaroUu  Bailw»7— 

JamuoT. 

7,027 

»,616 

7,284 

8,88SL 

7,880 

4,880 

8/064 

Febnuuy         ^ 

10»»1 

4.809 

6,864 

10,295 

7^1 

9,780 

11.196 

Kaick 

lt,«S 

6,768 

9,925 

18,719 

8,214 

11,166 

8»491 

April     

7,606 

t,968 

t,846 

6tU4 

t,948 

4,818 

t;OBS 

Korth  SaftBDi  Baflwaj— 

JuiouT 

Ul 

182 

606 

1,912 

l.t71 

2,872 

2,064 

Febnuuy         

1,W» 

699 

1,966 

2,008 

t,684 

8,818 

8,894 

Kurdk    ^ 

1,108 

608 

!,«» 

8,011 

MM 

8^195 

?927 

April     «.        ^.       .. 

170 

298 

«D 

1,1606 

i,Qm 

1,879 

1,109 

Janiuury 

« 

4 

198 

76 

116 

282 

206 

Februvar 

<e 

87 

407 

S50 

186 

497 

661 

Manrii   «.       _       « 

ISO 

800 

sao 

620 

281 

424 

401 

Aprfl      

Pee  Dee  steamen         

63 

64 

i80 

120 

166 

90 

lOS 

... 

... 

.•• 

... 

1,090 

270 

S^tee        „              .. 

2,708 

1,096 

2,608 

1,698 

1,689 

^728 

468 

EdMo          „               

50 

100 

90 

75 

80 

70 

61 

Total  four  monthf  » 

48,485 

20,860 

86,651 

49,885 

86,680 

44,619 

42,881 

For  remainder  of  ISie  year 

2,780 

2,230 

1,108 

6,463 

9,762 

Aai8 

•6,000 

Grand  total  ...       ...       

46,265 

22,689 

t7,»9 

«6,296 

M,<tt 

i0,887 

47,881 

Aflsomed. 
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VKItED  STATES. 


Statbmettt  showing  the  Quantity  in  Tons  of  Commercial  Fertilizers 
sent  into  the  Interior  in  1870,  and  since;  and  the  Quantity  of 
Upland  Cotton,  in  Bales,  received  in  the  suceeding  years;  the 
supposed  result  of  the  use  of  the  same,  together  with  the  Quantity 
of  Upland  Cotton,  in  Bales,  that  should  have  resulted  from  each 
year's  use  of  the  Fertilizers  trmsmitted,  if  the  receipts  of  the 
former  could  be  in  proportion  to  the  transmission  of  the  latter,  and 
the  figures  of  the  years  1870  and  1871  the  standard.  Eeference 
is  made  only  to  Fertilizers  transmitted  from  Charleston,  South  " 
Carolina,  and  to  Upland  Cotton  receiyed  at  the  same  place. 


into  the  Interior. 

Cotton  t3  resalt  from 
their  use. 

Cotton  actually  receiyed. 

Tear. 

Quantity. 

Year. 

Quantity. 

Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

1870 

46,265 

1871 

842,188 

1871 

842,188 

1871 

22,589 

.     1872 

167,074 

1872 

262,706 

1872 

87.759 

1875 

279,275 

1878 

868,710 

1873 

55,298 

1874 

416,894 

1874 

428,981 

1874 

46,882 

1875 

848,058 

1875 

481,818 

1876 

50,887 

1876 

876,008 

1876 

898,862* 

1876 

47,881 

1877 

850,444 

1877 

•• 

Bales. 

•  Already  received  877,579 

Assomed  will  yet  arrire  16,288 

Total       898,862 


Charleston,  May  6, 1876. 
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COMMERCIAL.      No.  15  (1876). 

(TBADB  RBPOBTS.) 


REPORTS 


WBon 


HER   MAJESTY'S    CONSULS 


MANUFACTURES,    COMMERCE,    &c.. 


OF  tuhb 


CONSULAR    DISTRICTS. 


PART  V. 


Pre$ented  to  hoth  Hoiuet  of  Parliament  hy  Oomnumd  of  Her  Majetty. 

JULY  1876. 


LONDON : 

PKINTED    BY    HABRISON    AND    SONS, 
PBINTBR3  IN  ORDINARf  TO  HER  MAJB8TY. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGABT. 

nuME. 

Report  by  OoMuh  General  Matison  an  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Fiume 
fir  the  Years  1872,  1873, 1874. 

The  porfc  nnd  districfc  of  Fiume,  although  separated  from  Hungary 
Proper  by  the  whole  breadth  of  Croatia,  are  nevertheless  purely 
llun^rian  territory.  They  have  been  repeatedly  claimed  by  Croatia  ; 
but  tne  claim  is  not  admitted ;  and  although  under  the  present  con- 
stitution of  the  Hun^rian  kingdom  a  dispute  upon  the  matter  would 
seem  to  be  a  mere  splittiag  of  hairs,  inasmuch  as  Croatia  is  an  integral 

Eart  of  the  realm,  tae  Magyars  are  not  likely  to  relax  any  legitimate 
old  they  may  have  on  what  is  poetically  called  the  "  pearl  in  the  crown 
of  St.  Stephen." 

The  town  contains  some  18,000  inhabitants,  who  with  2,000  or 
3,000  more  belonging  to  the  district,  are  under  the  administration  of  a 
Civil  Governor.  The  gentleman  at  present  invested  with  this  office  ia 
Count  Geza  Szaparyi,  formerly  President  of  the  Board  of  Works  at 
Buda-Pesth.  The  town  is  situated  in  the  curve  of  a  deep  bay,  which 
appears  almost  a  lake,  so  much  is  it  shut  in  by  a  chain  of  islands.  Its 
natural  advantages  as  a  harbour  are  great,  and  it  has  one  in  particular 
which  is  its  great  superiority  over  Trieste,  namelv,  that  it  is  accessible  to 
sailing  vessels  during  the  most  violent"  Boras,"  tne  northerly  hurricanes 
so  d^aded  in  the  Adriatic.  Large  sums  of  money  have  been  spent 
by  the  Hungarian  Qovernment  in  imnroving  the  harbour,  indeed,  Fiume 
has  been  the  pet  of  the  Hungarian  aaministration  for  several  years  past, 
and  its  future  as  a  great  port  and  the  successful  rival  of  Trieste,  is  one 
of  the  most  cherished  Magyar  ideas. 

The  realisation  of  these  wishes,  however,  depends  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  the  railway  network,  which  would  place  the  port  of  Fiume  in 
direct  communication  with  Slavonia,  the  military  frontier,  and  Bosnia ; 
and  at  the  present  moment  essentialportions  of  the  system  are  wanting. 
Especially  needftil  is  a  line  from  Carlstadt  to  Sissek,  the  urgency  of 
which  the  Oovernment  now  seems  to  recognise;  and  hardlv  less 
necessary  the  immediate  construction  of  lines  connecting  Sissek  with 
Essek  and  with  Gradiska — ^lines  which  would  open  a  direct  communication 
with  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Save,  and  attract  and  develop  the  com- 
merce of  Servia,  Bosnia,  and  the  Banat.  The  want  of  these  lines,  and 
the  clever  arrangement  of  a  preferential  tariff  for  goods  traffic  on  the 
Austrian  Siid-Bahn,  have  at  present  the  effect  of  diverting  much  of  that 
traffic  to  Trieste.  Both  of  the  principal  articles  of  export,  namely, 
flour  and  timber,  are  the  chief  products  of  the  countries,  which  a  more 
favourable  railway  system  would  directly  connect  with  the  port  of 
Fiume. 

I  annex  comparative  tables  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  Fiume,  for    * 
the  years  1872-73-74.    I  have  not  yet  oeen  able  to  obtain  the  returns 
for  1875,  but  hope  to  do  so  in  time  to  append  them  to  this  report. 
[620]  4i  E 
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Impobis. 

QoanUty. 

Yalne. 

1872.— By  sea 
By  land 

Kilos. 

118,126,897 

25,719,708 

Florins. 

11,796,246 

2,580,284 

Total 

143,846,100 

14,825,530 

1873.— By  sea 
By  land 

111,106,708 
88,402,077 

18,639,088 
3,789,658 

Total 

144,508,780 

17,878,696 

1874.— By  sea 
By  land 

96,051,294 
85,812,092 

10,498,697 
8,648,927 

Total 

181,863,886 

19,147,624 

EXPOBTS. 

• 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1872.— By  sea 
By  land 

Kilos. 
48,886,984 
21,587,464 

Florins. 
6,975,146 
4,561.070 

Total        .. 

70,474,898 

11,536,216 

1873.— By  sea 
Byland 

52,286,868 
22,228,921 

6,454,656 
4,447,961 

Total 

74,615,784 

10,902,617 

1874.— By  sea 
Byland 

90,957.401 
27,800,002 

8,888,414 
10,449,736 

Total 

118,757,408 

18,888,150 

I  proceed  to  give,  in  a  tabular  form,  the  comparative  returns  of  the 
total  imports  and  exports  of  Fiume,  during  the  same  three  years,  ac- 
cording to  the  countries  of  origin  and  destination.  It  will  be  seen  that 
Great  Britain  occupies  a  comparatively  unimportant  place  in  the  table 
of  imports,  and  does  not  figure  at  all  in  that  of  exports. 
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SHippiNa  Betvbks. 

These  returns  show  a  ^dnal  increase  in  number  and  tonnage  of 
vessds  enterinfi^  and  dearmg  during  the  years  1872-78-74 ;  the  total 
number  of  sucb  vessels  was — 


In  1872 
1878 
1874 


325,116 

352,685 
366,189 
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Ikditstbiib. 

The  local  indoBtrieB  of  Fiuine,  in  addition  to  a  tolerably  actire  ship- 
bailding  interest,  are  the  famous  paper  manufiiotonr  of  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Meynier  (the  proprietar;^  of  which  is  chiefly  imiglish),  and  an  ex- 
tensiye  manufactory  oi  chemical  preparations.  The  English  engineer, 
Mr.  Whitehead,  has  also  established  here  his  torpedo  factory,  and  with 
the  new  and  improyed  machinery  in  course  of  erection,  expects  to  be 
able  to  turn  out  at  least  800  torpedoes  in  the  course  of  each  year. 

I  annex  Acting  Yice-Consul  JEVaucovich's  Beport  for  1875. 

Bagusa,  March  16, 1876. 
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FITIME. 

Report  hf  Acting  Tiee-Oantul  Francovich  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
Mumefor  the  Tear  1875. 

COMHEBCB. 

The  commercial  crisis  so  happily  ayoided  dorinc^  the  year  1874,  has 
not  failed  to  explode  here  in  the  year  1875,  provoking  a  very  sensible 
and  grave  depression  of  trade  in  general.  It  is  not  necessary  to  say 
that  both  the  import  and  export  trade  has  suffered  a  considerable  dimi- 
nution which  I  am  unable  to  state  in  this  report,  for  the  statistical 
tables  have  not  yet  been  published  by  the  local  authorities.  The  most 
important  raihroad  between  Fiume  and  Carlstadt  being  unable  to  com- 
pete with  the  "  SUd-Bahn,"  has  not  the  power  to  remove  the  prostra- 
tion by  which  this  country  is  depressed,  unless  the  Boyal  Government, 
following  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  resolve  to  expropriate  the 
Hungarian  lines  in  the  pro^jerty  of  the  "  Siid-Bahn." 

with  regard  to  the  British  trade  within  this  port,  it  is  confined 
to  the  importation  through  Trieste  of  single  oil  cargoes,  other  articles 
such  as  woollen  and  cotton  manufactures,  machinery,  utensils,  iron, 
linseed  oil,  India  rice,  and  so  forth ;  but  it  would  be  more  useful  and 
beneficial  for  this  spot  if  some  of  the  several  English  steamboat  com- 
panies trading  on  the  Adriatic  lines  were  also  to  call  at  this  port  with 
some  of  their  steamers. 

Ikdustet. 

The  industry  of  this  place  went  through  the  sad  period  of  the  last 
year  without  having  suffered  heavy  shocks,  notwithstanding  the 
transactions  could  not  help  decreasing  in  consequence  of  the  general 
precariousness  and  the  difficulty  of  placing  their  produces  in  a  profit- 
able way.  The  flour  and  jjaper  manufactories,  the  tannery  and  rone 
machinerv,  have  closed  witn  a  profit.  The  results  given  by  the 
torpedo  factory  and  by  the  chemical  products  manufactory,  were  also 
favourable ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  shipwrights'  yards,  from  which 
only  seven  vessels,  of  8,665  tons  measurement,  were  launched  during 
the  last  year,  were  at  a  standstill.  This  deplorable  condition  is 
exclusively  to  be  attributed  to  the  constant  lower  freight  rate  with 
which  these  shipowners'  business  had  to  combat,  and  this  consequence 
is  easily  to  be  explained,  when  it  is  considered  that  this  littoral  itself 
possesses  a  number  of  no  less  than  177  large  vessels. 

Bailboads  ok  ths  Militaby  Fboittieb. 

The  Hungarian  G-ovemment  seems  at  last  determined  to  allow  the 
construction  of  a  line  £rom  Semlin  to  join  at  Carlstadt  or  ht  Oeulin  the 
Carlstedt-Fiume  line.  This  railway  beinp;  in  a  fiiir  way  of  becoming 
very  useful  for  the  export  trade  from  the  interior  and  from  the  distncto 
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along  the  rivers  Sava,  Bosna,  and  TTnna,  is  to  be  built  at  the  expense  of 
Government  and  out  of  the  funds  to  be  realized  by  the  sale  of  the  vast 
forests  on  the  frontier.  A  favourable  investment  for  English  funds 
might  be  found  either  in  the  purchase  of  these  large  oak  forests  or 
in  the  construction  of  the  above  mentioned  line. 

Fiurae,  February  16,  1876. 
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.  TRIESTE. 

Beport  hy  AcHng'Ooniul  Brock  on  the  Trade  and  Chmnterce  of  Trieste 
for  the  Tear  1876. 

The  year  1876  certainly  shows  an  improvement  upon  the  previous 
year  in  the  state  of  the  trade  of  Trieste,  but  still  in  its  results  it 
remains  far  behind  former  years,  and  it  would  appear  as  if  this  retro- 
grade movement,  which  continued  almost  without  interruption  since 
1870,  were  likely  to  become  chronic,  for  even  in  the  year  1876,  which 
passed  without  disturbing  influences,  the  trade  of  Trieste  did  not 
attain  that  position  which  it  enjojed  five  years  ago.  The  usual 
phrases  about "  the  effects  of  the  crisis,  &c"  cannot  be  used  here  to 
the  same  extent  as  in  other  places  to  explain  the  decrease  in  the  trade, 
for  long  before  the  crisis  reached  its  height  the  business  of  Trieste  was 
labouring  under  great  depression,  and  the  panic  has  left  behind  it  no 
traces  which  show  that  it  alone,  without  any  other  influence  at  work, 
could  have  caused  either  directly  or  indirectly  so  marked  a  falling  off 
in  the  commerce  of  this  port.  That  the  direct  effect  of  the  panic  of 
1873  upon  the  trade  of  Trieste  could  only  be  very  slight,  is  sufficiently 
clear  from  the  fact  that  Trieste  is  not  a  great  industrial  centre; 
and  secondly,  the  increase  in  the  commerce  of  the  Austro-Hungarian 
Empire  at  large,  contemporaneously  with  the  decline  of  that  of  Trieste, 
shows  that  some  special  and  local  causes  must  have  been  at  work. 
These  causes  are  not  difficult  to  discover  if  we  keep  in  mind  that  while 
the  trade  of  Trieste  is  on  the  decline,  notwithstanaing  the  increase  in 
the  total  export  business  of  the  empire,  that  of  Piume  on  the  east,  and 
of  Venice  on  the  west,  show  a  decided  improvement.  To  wliat  cause  do 
these  two  neighbouring  ports  owe  their  development?  In  tlie  first 
place,  without  doubt,  to  the  increased  railway  communication  and 
facilities  for  the  conveyance  of  gooils.  In  addition  to  the  network  of 
Italian  railwavs  with  which  it  is  in  connection,  Venice  has  direct 
communication  with  South  Germany  by  way  of  the  Brenner  line,  whilst 
tho  Pontela  railway,  now  in  course  of  construction,  will,  on  its  com- 
pletion next  year,  most  undoubtedly  absorb  much  of  the  traffic  which 
now  passes  by  Trieste.  Fiume  is  connected  with  the  rest  of  tho 
empire  by  the  two  lines  Fiume-S.  Peter  and  Eiume-Carlstadt,  and  has 
these  two  lines  of  railway  entirely  at  its  service.  Trieste,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  emporium  of  the  empire,  one  of  the  first  commercial  ports  in 
the  Mediterranean,  is  the  victim  of  a  monopoly,  its  only  railway  com- 
munication  with  the  rest  of  the  empire  being  the  Siid-Bahn.  There  can 
bo  no  doubt  that  had  a  second  line  of  railway  (either  vid  Predil,  as 
proposed  bjr  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  or  vi&  Laak,  as  favoured  by 
the  Municipality)  been  constructed  immediately  upon  the  cession  of 
Venetia  to  Italy,  Trieste,  and  therefore  Austria,  would  have  secured  tho 
greater  part  of  the  trade  with  South  Germany  and  Switzerland.  But 
it  is  to  DO  feared  that  political  and  party  considerations  and  personal 
influences  have  in  this  as  in  other  cases  prevailed  to  the  injury  of 
commercial  interests.  The  want  of  means  of  communication  is  there- 
fore the  principal  cause  of  the  diminution  of  the  trade  of  Trieste, 
nothwithstanding  its  favourable  position  and  the  accessibility  of 
its  port.  '    . 
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TbADB  Aim  COMMEBCE. 

The  busmesB  relaidons  of  Trieste,  on  the  whole,  remain  pretty 
much  the  same  as  in  former  years ;  still  it  cannot  be  denied  thatthougn 
in  some  directions  there  has  been  a  small  extension  of  trade,  in  others 
there  has  been  a  by  no  means  unimportant 'diminution.  For  example, 
in  1874f-75  there  was  no  direct  importation  from  French  ports  in  the 
Atlantic,  nor  from  Spain,  Peru,  and  San  Domingo ;  dunne  the  past 
year,  1876,  nothing  was  imported  from  the  Netherlands,  and  for  a  great 
number  of  years  there  has  been  no  direct  importation  from  Denmark, 
the  Bussian  ports  in  the  Baltic,  Tripoli,  Morocco,  Spanish  America,  the 
Argentine  Bepublic,  Uruguay,  and  Chili.  In  the  same  \fray  during  the 
last  few  years,  direct  exportation  to  Belgium,  Tripoli,  Morocco,  San 
Domingo,  Spanish  America,  British  North  America,  the  Argentine 
Bepubuc,  Venezuela,  Uruguay,  Peru,  Chili,  and  China  has  entirely 
ceased,  and  yet  in  former  years  a  by  no  means  inconsiderable  direct 
export  trade  was  carried  on  with  several  of  these  States. 

With  regard  to  the  special  trade  with  Great  Britain  and  her 
dependencies,  it  can  be  seen  from  official  statistics  that  during  the  last 
fiye  years  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  have  decreased  each 
year ;  from  3,800,000Z.  in  1871  to  3,200,000Z.  in  1872,  to  2,800,000^.  in 
1873,  to  2,400,0001.  in  1874,  and  to  1,900,000/.  in  1875,  so  that  during 
this  period  the  imports  from  Great  Britain  have  decreased  50  per  cent. 
The  export  trade  to  British  ports  during  the  same  period  shows  on  the 
whole  but  a  slight  diminution,  for  though  we  find  a  progressive  annual 
decrease  in  the  value  of  the  exports  from  1870  to  1874  inclusive,  yet 
the  returns  for  1876  show  an  advance  of  almost  70  per  cent,  upon  those 
of  the  previous  year,  and  of  more  than  10  per  cent,  upon  those  of 
1870.  This  increase  in  1875  was  principally  owing  to  the  greater 
quantity  of  maize  and  flour  exported  during  that  year. 

The  trade  of  Trieste  with  the  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  India 
alone  excepted,  is  so  inconsiderable  as  not  to  require  special  notice. 
As  regards  India,  the  direct  trade  with  which  may  be  said  to  date  from 
the  opening  of  the  Suez  Canal,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying 
tables  (Tables  Nos.  I.  and  III.)  that  there  has  been  little  variation  in 
the  total  value  of  the  imports  (the  export  trade  is  quite  unimportant). 
The  quantity  of  coffee  imported  in  1875  was  almost  double  that  of  the 
best  of  the  four  preceding  years,  and  five  times  as  much  as  in  1871. 
Cotton  remains  almost  stationary,  but  in  rice  again,  the  importation  of 
which  only  commenced  with  a  very  small  quantity  in  1873,  there  was 
an  enormous  increase  in  1875.  An  attempt  was  made  to  open  a  trade 
in  jute  in  1872,  and  a  manufactory  started  in  Vienna  for  the  special 
purpose  of  working  it,  but  the  experiment  has  failed  owing  partly  to 
the  greater  cheapness  of  the  hemp  produced  in  Uruguay,  which  has 
also  the  advant^e  that  when  manufactured  into  sacking  it  gives  a 
lighter  article,  and  partly  to  the  impossibility  of  competing  with  the 
Scotch  market. 

It  will  be  seen  (Table  II.)  that  the  decrease  of  about  1,000,000/.  in 
the  value  of  the  imports  from  Great  Britain  during  the  last  five  years 
has  been  chiefly  in  iron  and  machinery,  and  this  is  attributable  to  two 
causes :  the  increasing  supply  of  an  equallv  good  article  at  a  cheaper 
rate  by  the  home  market,  and  the  decreasea  demand  more  particularly 
for  rails,  in  which  a  large  business  used  formerly  to  be  done  with 
Great  Britain. 
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Table  I. — SnowiKa  the  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  in  Pounds 
Sterling  &om  and  to  the  different  Countries  traoing  with  Trieste 
during  the  last  Fire  Years. 


IMTOITS. 


Countries. 


Great  Britain 
British  India 
Aiutria-Uungarj  ... 
Italy...        ...       ... 

Grceco         

Franco         

Spain 

Portugal      

Belgium       

Holland       

Hans  Towns 

rnu«ia        

Sweden  and  Norway 

Bussia  

Turkey        

Moldavia      

Wallftchia    

Egypt  

Tunii...        

Morocco       

S.  Domingo 

Sponiih  America    ... 
United  States  N.A. 
Argentine  Kepublic 

Venezuela 

Uruguay     

BraSli         

Peru 

Chile 

China         

Total 


1871. 


3,821,767 

1,738,869 

1,108,284 

2,064,878 

710,106 

149,953 

9,230 

1,119 

289,936 

67,255 

10,118 

2,483 

9,229 

431,608 

2,247,895 

84.064 

60,987 

1,474,899 

192 

*9,683 
18,099 
718,718 
15,526 
14,842 

683,796 


16,633,020 


1872. 


8,173,638 
1,713,144 
1,143,213 
2,182,037 
770,472 
442,797 

"'2,692 
85,223 
06,801 
8,219 

16,843 

604,988 

2,488,113 

260,816 

330,624 

1,447,696 

1,998 

4,704 

14,744 

790,178 

16,672 

6,232 

204,922 

"8,960 


16,689,325 


1878. 


2,808,164 

1,544,321 

977,640 

2,536,317 

711,110 

160,664 

2,868 

7,763 

122, 637 

6,193 

8,024 

"9,389 
756,455 
1,937,711 
278,394 
124,417 
956,014 
8,182 

"3,760 

&67,347 


328,862 
24,466 


14,016,538 


1874. 


2,426,108 
1,604,606 
1,025,498 
2,115,848 
641,060 
167,265 

17,600 
85,818 
26,078 


18,394 

739,684 

1,613,101 

196,721 

113,068 

1,001,882 

4,710 


822,154 
"0,696 
2»7,187 


12,836,252 


1875. 


1,907,787 
1,760,909 
1,884,706 
2,864,731 
781,116 
^65,867 

'i;424 
68,780 

2i845 

l'4,*224 

408,060 

1,894,150 

283,028 

27,464 

1,149,279 

6^300 


789,674 

819,'762 
17,'685 


18,776,764 


EXPOITS. 


Countrief. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1876. 

Great  Britain 

1,016,005 

812,018 

730,803 

726,670 

1,225,512 

British  India         

167,840 

148,982 

114,798 

188,684 

108,788 

Austria        

2,401,148 

2,42^866 

2,466,191 

2,619,650 

2,749,245 

Italy 

2,152,192 

1,764,803 

1,751,937 

1,704,069 

1^889,612 

Greece         

644,066 

618.944 

491,108 

606,866 

614,263 

France         

644,946 

666,970 

*^»iSS 

700,022 

712,948 

Spain           

1,639 

7,481 

4,968 

160 

1,148 

Portugal      

7,278 

6,424 

1,747 

5,878 

Holland       

89,418 

6*6,666 

19,022 

12,484 

18,994 

Belgium       

151,463 

6,908 

48,580 

... 

Hans  Towns          

13,818 

16,618 

10,029 

18,872 

24,705 

Denmark     

4,526 

6,408 

... 

482 

Sweden  and  Norway        

4,866 

2,892 

929 

6,676 

7,232 

Bussia         

213,687 

216,820 

116,868 

77,477 

91,616 

Turkey        

2,466,196 

2,053,006 

2,050,814 

1,711,267 

1,879,816 

Moldatia     

22,395 

16,978 

44,098 

82,007 

78,207 

Wallachia 

7,155 

11,022 

15,516 

19,803 

21,188 

Tunis *       

693,638 

606,759 

628,348 

570,298 

628,027 

... 

89 

1,288 

2,282 

TripoU         

United  States        

4,079 

1,148 

2,849 

201,878 

174,698 

88,820 

184,181 

186,100 

Bnuils        

247,183 

197,260 

199,600 

194,792 

184,852 

Total 

11,047,210 

9,768,260 

9,287,676 

9,268,792 

10,244,246 

The  foregoing  table  shows  an  advance  on  the  total  trade  of  Trieste 
for  1875  over  1874  of  1,918,966Z. ;  of  this  increase  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependencies  contribute  over  0  per  cent,  viz.,  117,976/.,  and  not- 
withstanding the  considerable  falling  off  which  there  has  been  in  British 
trade  with  this  port  as  compared  with  former  years,  yet  there  is  no 
country  doing  so  extensive  a  business,  nearly  21  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
trade  falling  to  her  share,  Italy  standing  next  to  ner  on  the  list,  Tuj^ey 
and  Egypt  being  third  and  fourth. 
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Table    II. — Showing    the    Quantity  respectively    of   the    Principal 
Articles  Imported  and  Exported  at  Trieste  daring  the  last  Five 

Years. 


IXPOBTED. 


Weights 

Articles. 

and 
Measures. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

Alum       

Cwt. 

3,935 

8,058 

5,166 

2,936 

4,685 

Starch      

,,            ... 

3,607 

2.018 

2,480 

4,811 

11,013 

Bacon  and  lard  ...        , 

,, 

4,927 

90,971 

89,362 

58,000 

21,067 

Coal 

Tons 

77,993 

93,354 

65,740 

83,878 

63,352 

Cement 

Cwt. 

83,025 

21,750 

8,187 

13,150 

2,977 

Coffl'C       

,, 

9,747 

15,045 

8,955 

19,955 

24,811 

.Su;:ar  (rcllncd) 

1,            ... 

7,317 

1,903 

7,418 

8,851 

6,870 

Cotton  mnnufactarcs  and  twist 

»» 

89,000 

80,743 

83,590 

85,240 

69,940 

Iron         

Tons 

b3,282 

71,08-5 

54,«14 

13,962 

9,819 

nice         

Cwt. 

42.537 

108,001 

108,094 

21,208 

61,683 

Machinery         

Lb.s. 

123,240 

122,860 

52,550 

91,776 

85,017 

Cotton-seed  oil 

Cwt. 

91,516 

80,963 

92,040 

64,526 

61,415 

C(K-oa-nut  and  palm  oils 

,, 

948 

6,903 

4,276 

11,870 

18.010 

Herrings 

,, 

11,822 

5,651 

2,137 

9,627 

1,810 

Soda         

»i 

20,723 

44,738 

37,826 

43,498 

37,000 

Fire-bricks         

Pieces 

391,700 

404,«00 

427,290 

827,914 

256,810 

K SPORTED. 


Weights 

ArUcles. 

and 
Measures. 

1871. 

1872. 

»  1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

Steel        

Cwt 

2,982 

8,666 

1,755 

8,950 

6,466 

Hemp       

,,      

26,428 

10,483 

8,536 

5,601 

2,947 

Paper      

6,837 

9,880 

4,621 

11,820 

12,028 

Shumac 

,,     

20,887 

17,652 

23,078 

24,682 

18,046 

Dryfrulta          

57,530 

89,709 

76,048 

65,208 

69,f08 

Gums  and  resins          

12,547 

9,830 

9,165 

13,106 

19,270 

Grain       

Imp.  quarters 

115,700 

63,050 

16,930 

82,124 

287,905 

Flour  and  bran 

Cwt 

489,104 

348,053 

326,716 

824,377 

409.936 

Wool        

p1^-    ::: 

17,724 

16,474 

8,717 

5,514 

4,280 

Oak  staves         

1,836,287 

8,798,520 

7,238,855 

4,676,892 

8,702,678 

Olive  oil 

Cwt 

8,707 

1,107 

551 

12,860 

48,024 

Oll-scedcako     

J,      

12,766 

10,762 

5,790 

7,007 

11,686 

Valonia 

•'      

2,163 

10,619 

22,870 

15,447 

Table  III. — Suowino  tlie  Principal  Articles  Imported  to  Trieste  from 
British  India  during  the  last  ITivo  lears. 


Weights 

ArUclcs. 

and 
Measures. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

Coffee 

Cwt 

22,945 

86,277 

67,262 

89,180 

121,678 

rx':::    :::    :::    ::: 

023 

857 

1,121 

4,020 

6,820 

7,080 

10,228 

418 

1,228 

84 

Cotton 

340,298 

272,141 

275,278 

828,687 

Hides  and  skins        

II     ...       ... 

16,060 

20,991 

82,790 

7,472 

11,280 

Cocoa-nut  and  palm  oils     ... 

,,     

1,127 

2,912 

2,900 

... 

8,456 

Jute     

89 

12,817 

1,060 

184 

Cassia  lignea 

„     

60 

7,820 

1,790 

Wheat 

Imp.  quarters 

74 

8,054 

7,616 

1,626 

Timber(teak) 

Cubic  feet    ... 

... 

66,000 

2,750 

68,812 

Logwood        

Cwt 

... 

... 

7,066 

Tobacco          

1,     ...       ... 

... 

9,860 

87,666 

17,056 

Bice      

"     

... 

80 

207 

26,600 

The  export  trade  with  India,  unimportant  though  it  be,  seems  to 
oe  on  the  decline.  All  the  direct  shipments  have  hitherto  been  made 
by  Austrian  Lloyda'  steamers  to  Bombay,  the  principal  articles  being 
beer,  paper,  cotton  goods,  ice,  deals,  machinery,  musical  instruments, 
and  Venetian  beads. 
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Shippiko  AJtD  Navigation. 

On  this  subject  a  few  words  will  suffice,  as  there  is  little  requiring 
special  notice.  As  might  naturally  be  expected,  the  number  and 
total  tonnages  of  vessels  entering  and  clearing  at  this  port  have  con- 
siderably decreased  during  the  last  five  years,  with  the  falling  off  of  the 
imports,  though  in  1875  the  total  tonnage  almost  reached  that  in  1868 
and  1869,  this  number,  however,  owing  to  the  increased  size  of  tho 
vessels  now  employed  in  the  carrying  trade,  falling  short  of  that  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  most  noticeable  fact  is  the  large  and  steady  falling  off  in  the 
value  of  the  cargoes  conveyed  to  Trieste  in  British  bottoms,  amounting 
in  the  five  years,  1871-75,  to  over  2,000,000/.,  or  nearly  50  per  cent., 
this  is  to  be  accounted  for  partly,  of  course,  by  the  decrease  in  tho 
total  value  of  the  imports,  and  to  Pome  extent,  by  the  larger  number 
of  vessels  of  other  nations  (particularly  Italian)  employed  in  the 
carrymg  trade. 

Table  IV. — Showing  the  Value  in  Pounds  Sterling  of  Cargoes  Im- 
ported and  Exported  by  Vessels  of  different  Nations  during  the 
last  Five  Years. 

Impobted. 


Nations. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873.  ^ 

1874. 

1876. 

£ 

£ 

& 

& 

£ 

British    .. 

4,620,204 

4,019.Ji08 

8,845,861 

3,169,278 

2,666,012 

Austro-Hungarian 

7,464,184 

7,807,871 

7,031,343 

6,538,832 

7,846,717 

Americao,  U.S.  . . 

874,468 

215,016 

810,364 

206,924 

208,488 

Belgian   .. 

44,185 

6,878 

872 

Danish     . . 

79,016 

28,898 

107,408 

16,256 

40,026 

French    .  •         • . 

48,760 

24,008 

71,797 

116,240 

20,710 

German  •• 

219,612 

160,049 

95,626 

172,178 

140,459 

Greek      ..         «. 

716,487 

1,016,600 

882,166 

660,859 

619,452 

ItaUan    .. 

1,878,448 

1,689,698 

i,414,463 

1,626,426 

1,625,366 

Dutch      .. 

147,862 

189,666 

86,409 

78,318 

«62,654 

Turkish  .. 

170,886 

212,748 

166,661 

129,728 

161,952 

Portuguese 

17,500 

., 

.  • 

16,244 

.  • 

Russian   .. 

70,989 

94,847 

46,868 

66,050 

129,888 

Samian    .  •         . . 

28,068 

28,694 

8,77j2 

2,026 

24,123 

Servian    .. 

1,270 

, , 

, , 

•  • 

•  • 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian.. 

241,723 

180,886 

86,219 

126,869 

819,786 

Wallachian 

14,429 

20,161 

23,088 

12,164 

22,286 

Total 

16,688,021 

16,689,828 

14,016,588 

12,836,252 

18,776,764 
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NationB. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1876. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

British    .. 

1,828,187 

919,486 

886,481 

846,966 

1,388,166 

Austro-Hungarian 

7,856,441 

7,164,256 

6,942,706 

6,622,636 

6,963,183 

American^  U.S.  . . 

62,272 

26,160 

8,386 

18,891 

20,697 

Belgian   ., 

17,218 

, , 

4,186 

2,168 

.. 

Danish    . . 

84,661 

16,808 

23,718 

15,628 

19,126 

French    . . 

25,114 

8,419 

8,446 

16,769 

7,337 

German  .. 

85,666 

94,761 

85,394 

91,768 

89,021 

Qreek      .. 

299,627 

367,790 

838,423 

852,001 

280,910 

Italian    .. 

1,065,027 

854,896 

810,693 

1,181,876 

1,811,611 

Batch      . . 

84,770 

107,649 

61,381 

66,100 

68,068 

Turkish   .. 

104,873 

104,664 

1H600 

91,294 

96,303 

Portuguese 

6,230 

« • 

.. 

Russian    . . 

8,696 

43,785 

6,696 

19,894 

9,689 

Samian    . . 

4,682 

3,895 

1,020 

1,100 

6,797 

Servian    . . 

850 

, , 

, , 

•  • 

, , 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian .  • 

60,299 

63,604 

66,442 

47,786 

49,884 

Wallachian 

8,348 

4,609 

6,410 

4,000 

8,465 

Total 

11,047,211 

9,768,257 

9,287,676 

9,265,794 

10,244,246 

Table  V. — Showing  the  Nationalify,  Number,  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels 
Entered  and  Cleared  from  and  to  Foreign  Ports  in  1874  and  1875. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

1874. 

1876. 

1874. 

1876. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

British       

Austro-Hunsarian 
American,  n.S.    ... 

Danish      

French      

German     ... 

Greek        

Italian       

Dutch        

Turkish     

Bnssian     

flumlan        ...          ... 

SwedUh  and  Nor- 
wegian    

Wallachian 

168 

919 

14 

7 

9 

28 

842 

1,766 

22 

98 

16 

2 

17 
6 

184,388 

899,811 

6,789 

1,026 

2,262 

6,914 

88,668 

161,980 

4,117 

6,666 

6,908 

184 

4,826 
664 

190 

900 

14 

4 

10 

24 

829 

1,674 

19 

112 

'  12 

7 

20 
6 

168,630 

896,780 

6,208 

677 

1,668 

6,178 

82,626 

161,066 

8,420 

6,616 

4,207 

882 

8,281 
672 

168 

8n 

14 

7 

12 

26 

867 

1,642 

20 

94 

18 

8 

20 
6 

182,147 

894,418 

6,798 

898 

2,410 

6,604 

46,117 

168,988 

8^614 

6,489 

8,476 

277 

6,461 
684 

196 

876 

12 

6 

10 

20 

888 

1,449 

19 

104 

12 

7 

16 
4 

167,761 

416,429 

6,086 

865 

1,624 

6,621 

87,218 

166,996 

8,464 

6,887 

4,102 

780 

6,694 
466 

Total 

8,404 

772,127 

8,821 

791,436 

8,167 

767,060 

8,078 

811,418 

AOBICULTUBE. 

Tlie  unfavourable  and  rocky  nature  of  the  limestone  soil  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Trieste  and  in  letria,  where  a  large  portion  of  the 
soil  is  sandstone,  and  the  want  of  water,  which  in  drj  seasons  becomes 
very  serious,  render  cultivation  of  the  land  far  from  profitable.  It  is 
best  adapted  for  the  growth  of  vines  and  olives,  and  the  population 
derive  their  chief  means  of  subsistence  from  the  produce  of  the  former, 
but  owing  to  the  indolent  character  of  the  people,  and  their  unwilling- 
ness to  adopt  improved  methods  of  cultivation,  even  these  are  not  male 
80  profitable  as  tney  might  be. 
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Industbt  and  Makufaotubes. 

The  only  industrial  enterprizes  deser?ing  of  notice,  or  which  afford 
employment  to  any  considerable  extent,  are  the  shipbuilding  yards  and 
workshops  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Lloyd's  Company,  and  of  Messrs. 
Strudthoff  and  Co.,  at  S.  Rocco ;  the  foundry  ana  engine  factory, 
"  Stabilimento  Tecnico  Triestino,"  belonging  to  the  last-named  com- 
pany, and  one  established  and  carried  on  by  an  Englishman,  Mr. 
Tl)omas  Holt ;  two  flour  mills,  a  chocolate  manufactory,  and  a  brewery. 
It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  a  third  shipbuilding  yard,  the  "  Naval 
Adriatico,"  has  lately  been  closed,  and  the  company  Hs  in  liquidation. 
A  few  years  ago  it  was  a  very  prosperous  concern  owing  to  large  ordert 
from  the  Government,  but  for  some  time  back  it  has  been  in  a  struggling 
condition  from  want  of  capital  to  carry  on  the  work  profitably.  Last 
year  an  English  company  proposed  to  buy  this  establishment,  but  the 
ofier  was  rejected  as  being  much  too  low.  It  was  also  hoped  that  the 
Austrian  Government  would  take  up  the  matter  and  assist  in  carrying 
on  the  undertaking,  but  this  also  proved  a  disappointment,  and  so  the 
liquidation  is  being  proceeded  with,  although  under  very  great  difficul- 
ties. There  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  lower  price  than  that  offered 
would  now  be  accepted ;  and  this  fine  establishment,  which  is  in  perfect 
working  order  and  furnished  with  everything  requisite  for  shipbuilding, 
is  certainly  worth  the  attention  of  English  capitalists. 

Public  Wobkjs. 

Under  this  head,  four  undertakings — ^two.in  progress  of  completion 
and  two  projected — ^require  mention ;  the  tramway,  the  laying  down  of 
which  was  commenced  in  November  last  by  the  Brussels  Tramway 
Company,  is  now  in  operation ;  it  will  shortly  be  employed  for  the  con- 
veyance of  goods,  and  there  is  every  promise  of  its  being  a  successful 
undertaking. 

The  new  port  is  still  incomplete,  and  it  seems,  to  sa^  the  least, 
extremely  proolematical  whether  the  advantages  which  it  is  supposed 
Trieste  will  derive  from  it  can  at  all  comnensate  for  the  enormous 
expense  incurred,  indeed,  many  of  those  best  qualitad  to  give  an 
opmion  consider  it  likely  to  be  rather  an  injury  than  otherwise  to  the 
harbour,  and  to  be  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  Sud-Bahn. 

The  two  undertakings  projected,  but  not  yet  commenced,  are  a 
railway  (worked  as  far  as  the  Kiirst  by  a  traction  engine)  connecting 
Trieste  with  Haidcnschaft  and  its  factories,  and  abo  with  the  Wippacn 
Valley,  whence  it  is  contemplated  carrying  it  on  to  Gorz,  and  secondly 
the  supplying  of  the  city  with  water  from  the  Eecca,  a  scheme  which, 
if  it  prove  successftd,  will  not  only  conduce  to  the  health  of  Trieste, 
but  will,  it  is  believed,  also  promote  industrial  enterpnze,  and  will 
repay  the  8,000,000  fl.  or  4,000,000  fl.  necessary  to  carry  it  out. 

Trieste,  June  6, 1876. 
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BRAZIL. 

MACEIO. 

JSUport  hy  Vice- Consul  Wucherer  tm  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Ma4eia 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

Fbom  the  aecompanyiiig  returos  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total 
exports  from  the  port  of  Maceio  amounted  in  the  past  year  to : — 


ArUcles. 

Bales 
Bags 
Namber    ». 

Quantity. 

Cott<m           

Sugw 

Dry  salted  hides 

63,840 
189,070 

7,818 

The  shipments  were  made  in — 


Btititth  .. 
Swedish 
Norwegian 
Danish  .. 
Portugaeee 
German 
French  .. 
Spanlnh« . 


Number  of 

Vessels. 
..     87 
..       5 


Total 


1 
6 
4 

4 
2 

61 


Almost  all  tlie  cotton  was  shipped  direct  to  Liverpool,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  sugar  to  Channel  for  orders. 

StocKS   on  31st  December: — cotton,  7,306  bales;  sugar,  42,077 


Stock  on  30th  June,  1875,  oompared  with  that  of  previous  year  1874. 


Articles. 

Bales     .. 
Bags      .. 

1876. 

1874. 

Cotton 

Sugar 

8,449 
666 

10,876 
14,498 

EirrBiES  fromSlst  December  in  1875,  compared  same  period  in  1874. 


Articles. 

Bales     .. 
Bags      .. 

1876. 

1874. 

Cotton 

Sugar 

8,807 
98,706 

16,764 
108,800 
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There  have  been  no  direct  importations  with  exception  of  several 
articles  from  Portugal,  %nd  tliree  cargoes  of  salt.  The  coasting  trade 
bringing  supplies  from  Bahia  and  Pemambueo,  is  mostly  carriea  on  by 
eteatnerd  receiving  subventious  from  the  Provinciid  Gh>vernment. 

The  actmal  crops  both  of  su^  and  cotton  will  prove  amall,  and  with 
the  loir  pri^eft  paid  for  their  articles  at  present^  the  planters  receive  very 
unsatisfactory  results,  and  the  promised  assiscance  by  the  Government 
tbrougb  advances  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  again»t  mOTigBsed  land  and 
and  property  has  so  far  not  been  realized.  There  have  been  no  im- 
provemeatB  in  the  manufactory  of  sugar  and  the  quality  of  the  article 
continues  to  be  ordinary.  The  export  duty  on  produce  bas  been  reduced 
from  9  per  cent,  on  valne  to  7  per  cent,  since  Ist  of  July  last;  the 
provineijd  duty  on  cotton  is  6  per  cent.,  on  sngar  4  per  cant^  besides  a 
tax  of  40  c.  per  bag. 

The  projected  railway  to  connect  the  port  with  tho  central  districts 
has  not  advanced  any  further  during  the  past  year,  but  tl^re  seems 
every  probability  now  of  its  soon  processing  towards  its  completion. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  port  and  province  has  been  better  than  in 
the  pfeviouB  year.  Small-pox  prevailed  amon^  the  natives,  yellownfever 
cases  appeared  principally  among  the  thippisg  in  port,  and  se^verid 
deaths  ooonrred  among  the  crews  of  the  foreign  ship^  but  with  those 
from  British  ships  I  have  not  one  fatal  case  to  report. 

Tranquillity  nas  existed  in  the  province,  the  pohtical  differences  have 
only  given  rise  to  small  disturbances,  which  were  soon  put  dows  without 
any  serious  consequences. 

Besides  the  coasting  steamers  from  the  Bahia  and  Peniambuco 
eompanies,  the  Brazilian  Mail  steamers  call  at  this  port  three  times  a 
n  month,  but  of  the  Transatlantic  steamers,  none  call  at  this  port 
excepting  those  that  now  and  then  come  to  receive  homeward  cargo. 

Maceio,  December  31, 1875. 
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PAEA. 

Beport  hy  Conml  Qreen  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  ihe  Promnces  of 
Fard  and  Jmrnsonoif^  ihs  Jmr  1875. 


Shipptno  akp  Katiojltion. 

The  following  taWeg  g^re  th©  numbc?  and  touaago  of  tho  skippiug 
resorting  to  thiu  port  during  tl>«  year  1875  :-^ 


British 
Foreign 

Total 


WithCorgOu 


38 
68 

106 


100 


I 


48,406 


177,238 


1,648 
4,4CMi 


IiiB«ll«M^ 


II 


226 
141 


367 


20 


Total. 


11 


102 


4ai682 
133,973 


in,606 


1,657 
4,506 


6,063 


British 
Foreign 

Total 


With  Qargo. 


II 


I 


36,860 
84,741 


121,501 


1,266 
3,168 


4,438 


IikBkUlaat, 


88 


I 


7,640 
50,148 


67,688 


263 
1,385 


1,638 


Total. 


10« 


44,890 
183,889 


178,279 


1,518 
4,563 


6,071 


The  foreign  steamers  are  composed  of  the  American  mail  steamers 
between  New  York  and  Bio  de  Janeiro,  bringing  and  taking  from  this 
very  little  cai^o,  and  the  Brazilian  mail  steameea  from  Hio  de  Janeiro 
carrying  the  mails  and  coastwise  cargo,  which  tmdo  is  not  of  much 
magnitude. 

Nearly  all  the  trade  between  Pard  and  Liverpool  is  carried  on  by 
two  lines  of  ateamers,  ^acb  ruiming  a  steamer  monthly,  yi^  Havre  and 
Lisbon,  to  the  more  northern  ports  of  Brazil.  They  reoeive  no  subsidy 
either  from  tbo  English  or  Braziban  Go^rtrnments,  depwding  entirely 
upon  cargo  and  the  rather  limited  passenger  traffic. 

The  British  sailing  vessels  principally  bring  ooali  and  leave  in 
ballast  for  the  West  Indies,  seekuig  homeward  freight. 

Tho  Amat^naa  Provincial  Govenun^it  has  been  desirous  to  esta- 
blish direct  steam  communication  between  its  oi^tal  Mandus  (situated 
about  900  miles  up  the  river  Amazon)  and  Europe,  and  has  subsidized 
a  steamer  to  make  four  voyages  a  year ;  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
arranging  a  competent  company  in  England  to  carry  out  the  contract, 
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up  to  the  present  this  service  has  been  very  irregularly  conducted,  and 
it  has  every  appearance  of  falling  through,  the  trade  of  Mandus  not 
hmg  yet  euffieie»%  dev^oped  to  mtppovi  a  direct  line  of  Dtoftmeiw. 

£i  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  in  consequence  of  neither  the  United 
States  Government  nor  the  Brazilian  being  willing  to  continue  the 
large  subsidies,  it  discontinued  to  run.  Since  then  the  Brazilian  Govern- 
ment  has  subsidized  a  line  of  English  steamers  to  run  monthly  from 
Bio  de  Janeiro  to  New  York,  bnt  we  are  still  witbont  steam  communi- 
eation  firom  New  York. 

Tbade  and  Cohkcsce. 

The  trade  of  Bard  shows  a  alig^  inoreaee  over  Imt  year's  in  ei^Nirf  s 
md  a  slight  falling-ofi  in  impmrta 

Exports. — The  export  trade  during  the  year  has  not  been  lucrative, 
prices  for  ^  daflsea  of  produce  having  been  disproportionately  high  in 
comparison  with  the  consuming  markets'  quotations ;  still,  owing  to  no 
sudden  fluctuations  in  prices,  no  considerable  losses  have  been  made. 
Altogether  the  trade  has  not  been  satisfactory. 

The  following  tables  give  the  destination,  quantities,  and  official 
value  of  the  principal  products  exported  from  Pard  during  the  years 
1874  and  1875:— 

1674. 


India- 
nibber. 

Cocoa. 

Nuts. 

HMC8. 

Balsam 
CapW. 

Piassava. 

« 

I>i7Uid 
Salted. 

Deer 
Skins. 

Annatto. 

F^glAnd 

vSMBtetM    .» 
FnttM     ...       ^ 
Portugal ...       .M 
OtlHrpoite 

KUoe. 
2,622,904 

94,258 

82,562 

8,755 

KU08. 

2^115;6Z1 
49,181 
18,909 

Kiloe. 
892,214 
1,277,296 
61,120 
242,946 
688,056 

KUoe. 

1^886 

88,165 

607,649 

1,500 

Kilofl. 
64^8M 

KUoe. 
21,221 
17,151 
89 
5.478 
2,947 

KUoB. 
208,841 

lll',273 
157,188 
15,107 

KUoe. 
84,296 
54,968 
848 
6,218 
1,606 

TWal    

6,607,895 

2,188,661 

8,166,632 

709,650 

64,894 

46,881 

467,404 

97,828 

Official  Value  of  Produce  Exported  during  1874. 


To  what  Coontries 
Exported. 

Talnein 
Currency. 

Value  in  Sterling  at 
Ayemge  Bate  of 
Exchange  about 

2tf.  M,  per  milreis. 

Engkiid.. 
United  States    .. 
France    ..         ••         •• 
Other  countries  •  • 

4,222,565$O00 

5,778477  000 

855,847  000 

1,017,680  000 

457,442 

626,002 

90,495 

110,248 

Total          ••        •• 

ll,853>dM  OiK) 

1^84,182 
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BBAZIL. 

1875. 


India- 
rubber. 

Cocoa. 

Nats. 

Hides. 

Balsam 
CapiTi. 

Piassaya. 

Dry  and 
Salted. 

Deer 

Skins. 

Ansatto. 

£]iffland 

UnltedStatea     ... 

France     

Portagal 

Other  porta 

Kiloe. 

4,877,837 

2,218,118 

141,847 

24,971 

1,121 

KUoe. 
220,696 

2.1J2;772 
7^182 
1,698 

Kflos. 
2,035,864 
1,837,024 
177,174 
440,410 
580,904 

Kilos. 
15,107 

^,864 
992,805 

Kilos. 
57,927 

KOos. 

18,160 

25,118 
9,154 
2,504 

10,817 

KUoe. 
214,784 

6,'591 

76,042 

1,299 

KUoe. 
28,986 
47,924 

4V820 

Total    

6,768,889 

2,862,293 

4,570,876 

1,080,776 

67,927 

65,248 

298,716 

81,179 

Ofpicial  Value  of  Produce  Exported  during  1875. 


To  what  Coantries 
Exported. 

Yalae  in 
Currency. 

Value  in  Sterling  at 

Average  Exchange 

about  2«.  8(2.  per 

milreis. 

England 

United  States    .. 
France    ..         ..         «. 
Other  countries  •  • 

Beifl. 
6,861,2711000 
8,072,588  000 
1,101,341  000 

874,194  000 

£ 

714,618 

845,666 

128,901 

98,847 

Total 

11,899,894  000 

1,282,482 

The  values  taken  of  exports  are  the  official  (custom-house  value  for 
collection  of  duties),  and  calculated  at  the  market  prices  at  time  of 
shipment.  The  correct  estimate,  however,  of  the  value  of  the  produpe 
exported  is  obtained  by  adding  expenses,  storing,  packiug,  duties,  and 
shipping  (varying  from  25  per  cent,  to  30  per  cent.,  according  to 
procmct)  to  the  custom-house  value.  The  value  thus  of  the  produce 
exported  during  1875  would  be  about  1,700,000/.  free  on  board. 

India-Bubher, — The  increase  in  the  collection  of  this  product  has 
been  less  than  in  previous  years,  owing  to  an  exceptionally  long  rainy 
season  and  a  good  deal  of  sickness,  and  must  not  be  taken  as  a  criterion 
of  a  diminution  of  the  population  or  an  unwillingness  to  work  on  the 
part  of  the  natives  in  the  india-rubber  districts.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
report  that  vast  rubber-yielding  districts  have  never  yet  been  touched, 
so  should  the  rumours  that  the  old  rubber-bearing  districts  are  becoming 
exhausted  be  correct,  there  is  no  reason  the  yearijr  collection  should  not 
in  ordinary  seasons  continue  the  steady  increase  it  has  shown  for  some 
years  past,  so  long  as  there  is  an  outlet  in  the  European  markets  for 
the  produce.  The  crop  in  1861  was  about  2,118  tons,  and  since  that 
date  has  shown  a  steaay  progressive  increase,  showing  in  1875  a  crop  of 
6,763  tons. 

Cocoa  shows  very  little  variation  in  the  annual  yield,  which  iB 
attributable  to  the  comparatively  unremunerative  prices  paid  for  it  in 
comparison  to  india-rubber,  and  the  scarcity  of  hands  to  labour ;  and 
until  labour  becomes  cheaper  or  india-rubber  considerably  falls  in  price, 
the  annual  yield  can  hardly  be  expected  to  increase. 

Imports. — Although  the  imports  for  the  year  from  1st  July,  1874,  to 
30th  June,  1875,  are  slightly  less  than  those  of  the  corresponding  year 
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1873-4,  the  business  has  been  of  a  more  liyel]^  nature,  and  although 
prices  of  many  articles  through  an  over  importation  hare  been  low,  still 
the  trade  on  the  whole  has  improved,  and  since  the  heavy  bankruptcies 
in  1872  and  1873,  has  been  conducted  on  a  sounder  basis,  which  augurs 
well  for  the  future. 

The  following  tables  give  an  approidmate  official  value  of  the 
imports  during  the  years  1873-4  and  1874-5 : 

Fbom  Ist  July,  1873,  to  30th  June,  1874. 


Prom  what  Country. 

Value. 

England 

UnitedSlates 

France 

Other  countries 

402,364 
99,740 
52,140 

188,963 

Total  .. 

688,207 

Fbom  1st  July,  1874,  to  30th  June,  1876. 


From  what  Country. 

Value. 

England  ..         .« 

TJnitedStates 

France 

Other  countries 

352,864 

107,679 

82,668 

130,707 

Total  .. 

678,698 

Steam  Navxgatioit  on  the  Amazon. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  the  steamers  employed  in  the  river 
traffic  have  increased  with  the  demand.  There  are  now  engaged  upon 
the  Amazon  and  its  tributaries  some  thirty-two  steamers,  varying  &om 
80  to  000  tons  register,  and  some  fifteen  steamers,  varying  from  5  to 
15  tons  register,  belonging  to  private  individuals  and  otner  companies, 
of  which  the  chief  is  the — 

Amazon  Steam  Namgation  Company  Limited^  formerly  a  Brazilian 
company,  was,  in  1872,  constituted  an  English  company,  with  a  capital 
of  1,000,000/.  sterling,  and  receives  large  subsidies  both  from  the 
Imperial  and  Provincial  Governments  of  Fard  and  Amazonas.  The 
steamers,  however,  still  run  under  the  Brazilian  flag. 

EmpresM  de  Navigagad  a^vapor  de  Marajo.-^h^A  company  was 
formed  in  1874,  for  the  especial  object  of  bringinfi^  the  cattle  &om  the 
island  of  Marajo  to  town,  quicker  and  more  regmarly  than  in  canoes, 
which  sometimes  took  a  weeK  or  ten  days,  while  now  it  is  done  in  a  few 
hours.  The  company  has  now  some  three  steamers  engaged  in  this 
trade,  at  the  same  time  bringing  and  taking  cargoes  to  Marajo  and  the 
adjacent  islands. 

Amazon  Steam  Tu^  and  Lighterage  Company  Limited. — This  is 
purely  English  enterprise.  The  company  was  *  formed  in  London  in 
1875,  with  a  capital  of  100,000/.  At  present  they  have  only  one  steam 
tug  (of  about  89  tons  register  and  60  horse-power  nominal),  and  two 
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lighten  of  about  100  tons  eaob,  but  are  expecting  shortiy  from  Englaa^ 
another  boat  and  four  more  lighters.  Two  or  three  voyages  have 
^readj  been  made  to  Tquitos,  about  2,000  miles  up  the  river,  with 
comparative  success,  and  ymtt  the  rapidly  increasing  trade  there  is  every 
probability  of  the  enterprise  eventually  proving  lucrative. 

Immigkatioh^. 

For  some  years  the  Qcveniment  has  been  endeavouring  to  encourage 
immigration  to  this  province  and  Amazonas,  but  owing  to  the  unliappy 
selection  of  localities,  and  its  agents  not  having  oeen  sufficiently 
careful  in  their  selection  of  emigrants,  and  not  having  established  a 
good  general  plan  of  colonisation,  up  to  the  present  immigration  has 
been  an  entire  failure.  A  niew  colony  has  just  been  established  at 
Bene-Yides,  about  twenty  miles  from  rara»  and  there  ai»  now  located 
there  some  150  French  Canadians.  Whether  this  oelony  will  be  more 
successful  than  its  predecessors  it  is  too  early  to  prognosticate,  but 
the  Government  is  taking  very  laudable  interest  in  its  progress,  and  is 
doing  all  in  its  power  to  help  the  immigrants,  so  it  is  to  be  hoped  it 
will  prove  a  success. 

Para,  April  30, 1876. 
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Tke  return  for  the  British  shipping  is  ffom  Is^  of  J^nuar^^  to  31^ 
Deceipber,  inclusive. 

Tl^e  Ifpit^d  States  Contnu^  ]|fail  Stean^^hay^  beeUf  discofitinued; 
^nd  the  }in%  si^ce  Dbceiphev  2$t^  ul^q  i%  cai^ied  ^n  by  Britis))i 
steamer^  belonging  to  Messrs^  Lamport  and  Qplt,  o^  LiyerpoQl.  Tl^ 
Porti^uese  packets  have  also  disappeared  as  the  en^rori^,  liT  i^  stately 
^as  a.  losing  oae. 

Tl|e  pojrt  dues  have  been  abolished  and  ^  f^^  P^  i*^^  ^^d  ligj^jb 
•dues  9st4|p$s^d  ii^  li^u,  u^der^^hich  shif  §  pay  %9  f^llows;:-^ 

VftoseeiMB       m(m 

„      80O    „  3q  000 

,1        m      Z  M  M  M        ^000 

the  Tnaxim|im  charge,  so  that  vessels  of  higher  topx^e,  will  pot  p^ 
over40#69»Nift.  ^ 
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DuTiBS  levied  on  above. 


Import  daly 
Percentage  on  duty 
5  per  cent,  tax    . . 

Total    .. 


Amount 


Beis. 
5,628.4081010 
2,204,042  575 
26,068  588 


7,768,509  128 


Exchange, 
28,  per  MikeU. 


£  8.  d. 

552,840  6  0 

220,404  5  2 

2,606  7  1 


775,860  18    8 


Total  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  at  tbe  Port  during  the  Financial 
Tear  ending  June  30, 1876,  at  the  exchange  of  2$.  per  milreis. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Carren^. 

SterHng. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1875 
1874 
1878 

Beis. 
21,816,8831989 
28,474,874  741 

-  • 

£            8.    d. 

2,181,688    7    0 
2.347,487    0    0 
2,889,047  15    5 

Beia. 
16,863,4451888 
16,687,141  708 
25^462,588  000 

£           8.     d, 

1,686,814  11    0 
1,668,714    0    0 
2,646,254    0    0 

The  above  shows  that  not  only  is  revenue  decreasing,  but  that 
imports  since  tbe  last  three  years  have  exceeded  exports. 

Some  modifications  have  been  introduced  with  a  view  of  ameliorating 
the  burthens  imposed  upon  imports  and  exports  by  both  the  generd 
and  the  provincial  Grovernment,  but  without  producing  any  actual 
relief  or  satisfaction. 

A  reduction  of  2^  per  cent,  export  duty  by  the  general  Government 
is  followed  by  a  compensating  tax  upon  imports ;  and  the  provincial 
authorities  in  abolishing  the  import  duties  on  codfish  and  jerked  bee£^ 
the  main  sustenance  of  the  natives,  have  followed  a  similar  plan,  bat 
which,  jud|;ing  from  the  loud  complaints  every  day  raised,  must  be 
most  vexatious  in  its  operation. 

BEVJfiKUJSB  collected  during  the  year  1875  and  the  two  previous  yearSi 
from  January  to  December  inclusive. 


1878 
1874 
1875 


From  CoBtoms 
for  General 
Government. 


£ 

1,198,718 

980,520 

952,189 


General  Taxation 

for  Central 

Government. 


£ 
80,466 
78,947 
60,047 


Provincial 
Taxes. 


£ 
168,042 
154,059 
158,689 


Cat^M»!a» 

or  Costoms 

Wharftige  Dntjf . 


£ 
21,786 
20,180 
16,69T 


The  year  1876  will  probably  exhibit  a  still  further  decrease. 
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Pboditcb  broTiglit  to  the  Pemambaco  Market. 


114.8 


Sugar. 

Cotton. 

Baga. 

Bales, 

In  1874       

1,886,248 

182,909 

1875       

1,288,760 

;  128,280 

The  production  or  supply  at  Pemambuco  per 

month  was  as  follows 

during  1866  :— 

Sugar. 

Cotton. 

Bags. 

Bales. 

January      

229,782 

12,406 

Febroaiy 

189,929 

12,225 

•       March        

169,914 

12,177 

iC    ::    ::    :: 

109,474 

8,879 

47,265 

9,147 

Jnne          

'   18,155 

7,916 

Jnly           

5,165 

7,854 

Angnst       

1,784 

5,601 

September 

84,084 

'      7,081 

.October 

105,818 

10,485 

Noyember  ..    ,    .. 

198,878 

13,426 

December 

187,622 

16,888 

The  crop  season  generally  commences  in  October. 

The  hign  rate  of  exchange  which  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year  has  been  of  immense  nrejudice  to  those  engaged  in  the  ciutiva« 
tion  of  cotton,  sugar,  and  other  native  produce  for  exportation,  and 
consequently  it  has  influenced  trade  generally  for  the  worse. 

So  unprofitable  is  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  sugar  now  considered, 
that  suggestions  are  ventured  for  their  abandonment  in  favour  of  coffee, 
cocoa,  and  tobacco.  Great  expectations  have  been  held  out  by  pro- 
moters of  a' system  of  central  sugar  factories  on  the  plan  in  vogue  in  some 
of  the  West  India  Islands.  Attempts  are  now  being  made  to  establish 
two  such  establishments  in  this  province. 

Under  certain  conditions  laid  down  by  a  law  recentlv  pasted  by 
the  G^eral  Assembly,  a  guarantee  of  7  per  cent,  miay  be  oDtamed  from 
the  general  Oovemment  upon  the  capital  invested  in  these  central 
sugar  factories. 
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Inniig»  db  H^tntaahmo  dunos  Mid  Year  1875. 

Ott  London. 
PtrMiMs.- 

On  Paris. 
Per  Franc 

On  Hamborgh. 
Per  Mark. 

Jinuaiy 

Febroaiy 

March       

f?    ::    ::    :: 

June          

July 

August 

September 

October 

Koyember 

December 

«.    A        8,    d. 

4  «4  to  2    '8 
2    21        2    3 
2    21        2    SI 
2    21        2    8 
2    21        2    8i 
2    2f        2    SI 
2    21        2    Si 
2    21        2    81 
2    1}        2    81 
2    8          2    3| 
J    3|        2    4 

5  ^        2    31 

Beis. 
357  to  870 
854        864 
8^8        864 
Z56        867 

854  8«0 

855  860 

856  867 
852        861 
845        857 
348        855 
848        355 
345        866 

Beis. 
442  to  463 
442        448 

442  "   444 
49$        464 
4B€        44« 

456        488 
440        145 

438        442 
432        440  . 
430        438 
482        445 

CBOfX. 

Many  ytJisB  must  elapee  during  which  great  changes  will  have  to 
take  place,  tuA  only  in  the  legislatioD,  but  in  the  maMoers  and  customs 
of  the  natives^  this  country,  before  cr.ae  will  be  ri|>re8ted  and  kept 
within  bounds. 

Few  care  about  seekiug  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  law.  This  leads 
to  vindictiveness  and  the  execution  of  revenge,  more  or  less  occult^ 
sooner  or  later. 

A  circular,  dated  July  17fch,  1875,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Justice 
and  addressed  to  the  prwidenti  of  provinces,  is  to  the  following 
effefi^t:— 

"  The  increase  of  crime,  more  ctpeciaDy  against  individual  security* 
is  assuming  great  proportions.  It  is  urgently  necessary  to  take 
measures  against  thu  state  of  aifiairs,  the  improvement  of  wh^cli  to  a 
great  extent  depeinls  upon  the  police  authorities,  the  public  prosecutors, 
and  municipal  justices.  To  carry  out  those  duties  it  is  r^fiiisite  that 
only  diofle  persons  should  be  selected  who  are  fitted  by  thejr  worth  and 
jreputatioB,  and  who  can  establish  public  confidence  by  their  enforcing 
respect  for  the  law. 

"  In  the  prevention  and  repression  of  crime  there  must  be  the  utmost  • 
diligence,  iwid  you  will  ufibrd  the  necessary  force  to  the  authorities,  and 
ndt  tolerate  any  abuses  or  excesses  which  may  bo  committed.'* 

The  misfortune  is  not  that  there  is  a  lack  of  lawB,  tjrders,  tiud 
regulations,  which  are  published  for  every  one  far  and  wide  to  reat!,  bat 
that  it  is  impossible  to  know  by  whom  they  are  to  be  executed.  Every 
one  owes  favors  to  somebody  else.  They  aro  so  entangled  together 
that  any  one  who  acts  separately  or  independently  is  marked  and 
made  prominent',  which  places  him  in  an  unenviable  situation.  No 
wonder  then  that  murderers  are  so  frequently  acquitted,  and  other 
ofiences  are  endured  with  impunity  rather  than  attempt  prosecutions. 

With  respect  to  bankruptcy,  it  is  openly  confessed  that  the  process 
of  efiecting  it  is  so  dilatory  and  so  full  of  difficulties  that  no  one  will 
venture  to  do  it.  The  costs  are  so  excessive  under  the  new  code  th^t 
great  parts  of  the  estates  are  absorbed;  and  to  appeal  in  commercial 
Questions  to  the  superior  courts,  instead  of  being  a  benefit  is  only  pro- 
ductive of  evil.    So  says  the  commercial  corporation  of  this  port. 
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IDuttttg  the  {>M»t  Jrear  AtbempiB  weire  mode  to  iiitrdclace  cfinigvaiils 
(S(lrQ|)tans)  from  the  Kiver  Plate.  PYee  paenages  were  gWea  by  the 
^DOr!kl  G<)verl:lInen^  afnel  numbers  were  sent  here,  coaektiag  prifioipallj 
of  Italians,  French,  and  Spanish, -and  only  a  few  British. 

The  ^eeult  wm  l^iat  these  people,  no  provifiion  haying  been  mftde  for 
flCfbtlibg  thein»  "^ere  left  to  fthKt  ior  thetnftel^ee  and  came  to  e^ief  and 
ini^r^.  'Siibcd^^ieticmB  bad  to  be  failed^  aad  ^tber  meads  adopted  to 
succour  them  and  to  send  many  of  them  away  again ;  ^d  so  cd^}ecli<»- 
4^1e%aift  this  attempt  *t  iailDigration  that  its  xiobtiauiiaee  wAs  iepro- 
•bilted  }&ki  oofidonn^. 

PtWtio  W()«fc£^. 

A  prifilege  was  gRint^  in  1870  for  opening  up  a  railway  from  this 
pott  to  L^cteii'o,  a  dUtanoe  of  about 'fbrty  miles,  a  district  from  whenoe 
^  great  detd  of  trngar  and  cetton  eoBn^s.  Although  the  oompaiQr  and 
i»M  capita  is  forthcdming,  as  ustuil  from  England,  luid  although  it  is 
l^dlaimed  loudly  abroad  thtit  the  country  is  only  waiting  with  o{)aa 
attOB  fbr  capitalists  to  oome,  and  that  there  is  free  scope  to  set  to  work 
and  build  railways,  as  yet  this  railway  is  not  commenced.  "When  all 
obstructions  are  believed  to  have  been  smoothed  over,  and  the  works 
about  to  be  commenced,  some  new  question  is  raised,  until  the  inopres- 
sion  is  given  that  Englishmen  who  come  here  td  build  railways  are 
treated,  except  in  words  and  promises,  mor6  as  the  enemies  than  the 
benefactors  ot  the  country. 

The  history  of  the  Recife  or  Pemambuco  Drainage  Company, 
another  British  enterprise,  may  be  learned  in  a  printed  statement 
prepared  by  Captain  Bullock,  the  special  agent  sent  here  by  the 
company. 

This  document,  carefully  and  cautiously  written  as  it  is,  discloses  a 
discouraging  state  of  things  for  foreign  investors.  It  would  seem  that 
such  are  the  impediments,  and  perpetual  strife,  and  unprofitable  con- 
ditions under  which  these  useful  works  are  carried  on,  under  penalties 
and  obstructions  never  contemplated,  and  not  consequent  upon  the 
terms  of  contract,  that  they  are  ready  to  dispose  of  them  to  the  pro- 
vincial authorities  with  whom  the  contract  was  made  at  a  considerable 
.  loss.  The  province,  however,  is  so  overburdened  with  debt  and  taxes, 
that  it  does  not  seem  possible  for  it  to  increase  the  revenue,  or  to  offer 
any  security  for  raising  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  no  native  or  public 
association  cares  to  undertake  the  concern.  This  result  has  come  to 
pass  after  an  expenditure  of  between  300,000/.  and  400,000/.  in  pro- 
moting healthy  and  cleanly  habits,  correcting  the  filthy  practices 
hitherto  existing,  and  in  increasing  the  salubrity  of  a  port  where  small 
pox  is  become  endemic  and  yellow  fever  lurks. 

This  year  the  yellow  fever  has  not  been  epidemic.  Sporadic  cases 
have  occurred,  however,  throughout. 

Small  pox  has  prevailed^  causing  a  considerable  increase  of  mortality. 

Cholera,  which  is  the  most  dreaded  of  all  epidemics  by  the  natives, 
has  been  absent. 

Altogether  the  district  has  been  tolerably  healthy. 

Osir^BAL  BeHABES. 

The  labour  question  is  daily  becoming  more  serious  for  this,  and  the 
northern  provinces  of  Brazil  more  especially.    Eyery  month  large 
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numbers  of  alayes  are  regularly. sent  to  the  Bio  market  for  sale  from 
these  proTinces,  and  the  drain  is  now  seriously  felt.  The  high  price  giyeii 
in  Eio  for  slaves  may  be  a  temptation  to  the  needy  owners  of  the  nortii ; 
and  another  reason  for  this  systematic  deportation  may  arise  from 
altered  agricultural  circumstances,  penuriousness,  and  reduced  culti* 
yation. 

The  best  free  liibour  substitutes  would  be  Portuguese  from  the 
former  mother  country,  and  natives  of  the  Azores.  They  would  feel 
themselves  just  as  much  at  home  as  an  Englishman  in  New  York  does, 
and  perhaps  mo^e  so. 

The  general  condition  of  this  part  of  Brazil  can,  however,  be  better 
summed  up  in  the  words  of  the  last  report  of  the  Femambuco  Chamber 
of  Commerce :  "  The  crisis  acainst  which  our  unfortunate  commerce 
has  contended  for  upwards  ot  four  years  still  continues !  From  eadi 
year  as  it  passes  an  appeal  is  made  tor  the  ensuing  one,  but  the  evil 
assumes  each  time  more  serious  proportions !  Failures  continue,  con* 
fidence  disappears,  credit  is  considet^bly  restricted,  trade  is  diminished. 
Well-established  houses  are  ruined,  and  this  tremendous  concourse  of 
alarming  antecedents  drag  along  with  them  the  hope  of  seeing  affitirs 
take  their  former  course,  bearing  in  mind  above  all  the  guilty  indiffer- 
ence with  which  these  things  are  observed  by  the  supreme  authorities 
of  the  State." 

Femambuco,  January  81, 1876. 
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COLOMBIA. 

HONDA. 

Beport  hy  Vtee-Consul  Treffiry  on  BriiUh  Mining  Industry  in  the  State 
af  Tolimaforthe  Tear  1876. 

Befobe  entering  into  the  detail  of  British  mining  industry  in  the 
State  of  Tolima^  it  may  be  interesting  to  mention  briefly  its  topo- 
graphical, geological,  and  other  characteristic  features. 

DESCBipnoK  OF  State  or  Tolhca. 

The  State  of  Tolima,  formerly  the  proyince  of  Mariquita,  extends 
from  l""  30'  to  5^  80  north  latitude,  being  about  280  English  miles  in 
length,  but  its  averaffe  breadth  is  only  70  miles. 

i*or  a  distance  of  100  miles,  from  north  to  south,  it  is  bounded  by 
the  river  Magdalena  on  the  east,  and  by  the  watershed  of  the  Central 
Cordillera  of  the  Andes  on  the  west,  but  through  the  remaining  180 
miles  the  river  flows  entirely  withiu  the  State,  which  is  here  bounded 
on  the  east  and  west  by  the  watershed  of  the  Central  and  Eastern 
Cordilleras  respectively. 

At  latitude  5^  10'  the  Central  and  Eastern  Cordilleras  nearly  meet, 
and  rapids  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  river,  but  steamers  can  pass 
upwards  by  haulage  and  have  descended  in  safety.  There  is  a  fan  of 
twenty  feet  in  two  miles,  of  which  sixteen  feet  occur  in  the  first  mile. 
Above  Honda  the  river  is  easily  navigable  for  about  half  its  length,  but 
the  upper  portion  presents  greater  difficulties,  yet  not  insurmountable, 
and  an  enterprizing  German,  Mr.  Alexander  Weckbecker,  aided  by  a 
subsidy  from  the  Government  of  Colombia,  has  succeeded  in  making 
three  voyages,  during  the  past  year,  as  far  south  as  the  city  and  port  of 
Neiva,  with  a  large  steamooat  named  the  "  Moltke." 

Of  the  seventy  miles  width  of  the  State,  the  Cordilleras  cover  about 
two-thirds,  the  remaining  one-third  constituting  the  valley  of  the  Upper 
Maffdalena,  consisting  of  prairie  lands  lying  mostly  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  river,  and  presenting  an  advantageous  line  for  a  ndlroad 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  State,  there  being  no  engineering 
difficulties  whatever.  1  mention  this  circumstance  because  it  is  very 
closely  connected  with  the  future  development  of  the  mining  and 
agricultural  industries  of  the  State,  as  well  as  with  the  transport  of 
British  merchandize  which  is  largely  imported.  Freight  by  the  river 
costs  102.  per  ton  between  Honda  and  Neiva,  and  even  with  steam 
navigation  thoroughly  developed  would  cost  fullv  half  this  sum,  and, 
as  the  river  flows  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the  valley,  the  cost  of 
carriage  by  land  from  the  flanks  of  the  Central  Cordillera  to  the  river 
would  always  present  a  very  serious  obstacle  to  progress,  whereas  a 
railroad  through  the  centre  of  the  plain,  with  short  branches  to  the 
Cordillera,  woind  reduce  the  cost  of^  transport  to  a  point  which  would 
enable  mining  and  agricultural  produce  to  be  exported  with  profit, 
which  at  present  they  cannot  be,  and  consequently  the  mines  are  not 
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worked,  and  tbe. amount  of  agricultural  produce  is  limited  to  tbe 
demand  for  local  consumption. 

P0PTTLA.T10N. 

The  population  of  the  State  *  is  close  upon  300,000  inhabitants, 
principally  located  along  the  pairrQw  ^gn^  between  the  two  Cordilleras, 
but  the  flanks  of  these  are  being  mpidly  populated  by  immigrants  from 
the  neighbouring  States. 

The  climate  of  the  plains  is  warm,  but  there  ar^  no  marshy  grounds 
and  hence  it  is  quite  healthy,  whilst  on  the  CWdilleras,  on  either  hand, 
^ny  climate  is  attainable,  up  to  the  freezing  point,  by  merely  ascendiiig 
them. 

Th»  oo^vkfj  i«  wefi  wateoe^  9d\±  Ae  ^hdnil^  <ji  tha  CbMdilieras 
eiMHiMs  a  6uftei09t  rttu^fiftU  oa  th«  low  liuuis.  Tim  atmospheric  olMi^gfia 
are  very  trifling,  tb»  tiMFOEMxiMterof  Fahrei>he«t  raiigU^;  d'^f^PolF  ^^ 
S  to  12  degrees,  and  during  the  whole  year  only  20  degrees.  The 
elements  seem  to  b^^in  ^anstonfe  ^j^itilibfiu^  ^4  ^M^pt  storms  are  of 
rare  occurrence,  and  are  limited  in  extent.  Epidemics  either  in  man  or 
in  eattW  atie  I'ajpe  «iid  feiydv%\ly  mild,  aod  of  tr^^qsteait  dyrati^ii^. 

Td*  people  ave  hospitable  and  consist  prineip«^Iy  of  whites,^  mixed 
white  and  Indian,  and  pure  Indians,  Init  h«|pdly  aiiy  Afrioaa  bli»od|.  All 
classes  li^e  togetjter  in  karmeny,  a^  caste  distia^ti^s  9tr%  uokttovnw 

Th#  C»olr^  OordiU^va  i^  Mi»9W^  ^  ^sL$i^,  4fibi9teiet  mni 
volcanic  rocks,  the  primitive  rocks  of  the  old  g^^i^f^fffi^  %9^  4iftftfM»ff» 
nft  ofvaoM  £»sffi^  iNt  i*  teSTieiciei  by  jiMft»e9o«^  v©i|is  of  g^fJ/sS^er, 
ziote«  leaiii  m4  m^^oK  Qrm,  W4  ws^^  a«<«un»liitioAi»  of  mmi^f'^^  ^vel 
c^er  l)b%  t^nka  of  tb.e  fid^. 

Tbe  Biaiern  Ow4iMein»  i&  ^^dMoiatMy  or  jitf  mc§94^J  hvfc^Him$ 
ani  is  h%Uy  fessilifefotts^  mi  ^ootma^  e^pp#r,  )e»«L  ^m^  ypm^  mi  «Q»t 
in  gfie^  abttiMlwQ^^  b^  \m9iif  «Mftp;^«ilaM^  a^  ^iimimt^  o(  i^4i§^Y 
tb^gh  wittp^  ^  r«udA.    T4)««»  i«  bwp^«i9  t^n^  yii^inf;  i#  lifTHte4  in  t|^ 

xxmm^  h*m  visj^d  lihM  $ksit»  yir^s^i^Pti^f  il^r  gold,  tmii  «»^  e<>  |w4  i^y 
have  obtained  good  re.sij|lti9,  l|^  S|»tMM?4H»  1|9^*.«^  fmvia«#(y  ^«^.4  it^ 

for  ME^SiHioftu  SW  yfitk'm  liim  k^  f^mt  fmi^  hf4mfi'^9  mm*^  km 
h9m  m^oimei^  ^^  ^  thi^r^ 

Mik»a9Q  MnK  sitiU«A»  ahwt  tigbtoift  mi&m  w^  i>f  4M«  p^t,  bj  m 
"Rftjilwh  Mittited  omp^u^,  ^m^niied  «ir  4Q|OQ0  «ibsr^  lonf  U.  eaoJ»«  ^ 
y^M^  V>fiOO  pw£ir^€i^  nhaiwia  ar#  a^t^  (^  be  fully  p«i4^  Ti^  j|^^ 
is  Wvio^  a  amall  profit  on  the  oui^eait  «spe«9f8,  and  viti>  X  bi^ev#,  aq 
ou  m^rou'mg'  it  has  been  i^rf  ej^tewvely  work^  jCwpiiierlf  by  ^ 
Sfpamards,  b«t  tik  lata  native  miners  bav^  siot  bew  aW^  te  9mJ^  i|:|My- 
Ifai  jptres^at  gr^as  produce  is  abo«it  600^  fjiir  i»iMaiait«h.. 

ab^uif  ten  miit^  seutb  o|  tb^  MaJpwip  wa^^  b^  aAtb^vagt  ^  gmrel 
apjD^a  to  be  «ul&^at]jr  Dieh  to  pi^  b^  ibjiiAsai^  ^^^^ia^  §§lf  a 

oewsionaUy)  «»d  eifmf  obtwiq^  »bouit  5(;)0/.  werth  «f  ^g^M  ^  Wffl^ 
hay<e  be«a  4H^^|Pk9Ade4  Th^  shase  oapitftl  is  atotod  #  4MJ(MK)  f «itti^  99i^ 
IL  abarea*  It  is  ipnopoaad  ii9  ra^ap  7,PQQ{.  yioot  to  bn»$  mi. ft  w«|i€srr 
course  fro«a  a  gras(k  4i»liiiM^f  wd  miH^  i^  ii  dAE^  tiie  mA^^tytwot  t# 
;profitably  worked. 
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Malabar  Mine. — This  auriferous  gravel  deposit  lies  aboufc  four  miles 
north  of  the  Malpaso  mine,  and  has  a  great  command  of  water,  which 
-supplies  two  hydraulic  machines,  *  each  throwing  a  jet  of  six  inches 
diameter.  The  share  capital  of  this  company  is  65,000  shares  of  11, 
«ach  fully  paid.  A  small  return  of  gold  has  been  obtained,  the  gravel 
not  being  so  rich  or  deep  as  was  anticipated,  and  much  expense  is  being 
incurred  in  cutting  through  a  ridge  o^'  rock  which  was  met  with  in  tho 
gravel  bed,  but  good  results  are  soon  looked  for. 

Several  other  alluvial  mines  are  being  opened  bv  British  subjects, 
but  are,  m»  yet,  in  a  very  inetpient  state,  aad  have  nothing  to  report  on. 

The  *'  Friae  "  Silver  Mine,  bek>»giiig  to  the  Tolima  Mining  Company 
-of  London,  is  a  valuable  property,  but  requires  further  development 
eie  it  ean  rofteh  the  high  poaiticMi  whieh  the  rieh««fls  tf  its  lode*  neaier 
it  capable  of  attaining.  It  is  a  dividend-paying  mine»  bui  it  leMiinM 
to  be  «pett«d  out  on  a  mote  «Mip0eben«iw  SMle«  whm^  do  idombi»  it  will 
beaMQe  tf  gimX  inf^ttner.  Duruig  the  ^ar  1S76  ii;  yirlcfed  mkojt^ 
300  toss  of  «re  for  ^xpoitUtiou  W  Swmafiefi,  wortk  abcMit  lOOt.  per  ton. 
This  mine  was  very  extensively  worked  Ivf  ike  BpAUiMii^t  who  nedneeil 
the  ^rm  tm  tha  spot,  but  the  gpreat«r  facilites  for  reduetieo  at  Svmaea, 
whew  all  the  silver  caa  be  cxtraotod,  DesdMra  it  moyra  adi^antoy^mn  t« 
export  wmdk  hie;h  titm  oro  as  this  maa  yoroflneas  thsgk  to  leduce  it  heft. 
Nc»r  tifts  A^utborn  extreati^,^  thi0  Stato  of  Toliia0«  this  oompanf  has 
a  rieh  gold  v^iuviiiie,  baomm  **  OrgattM,"  but  owing  to  its  distontoe  and 
.diScolt  a^aessibilitj,  its  fvorkiiig  has  been  fcr  soae  time  aiMBeiided. 

JimBta  Anmm  Sdier  Mimfe  lie  to  the  .ttorlk-faat  of  the  Fruu  nuies 
abimk  tern  wilen,  aod  wccse  the  fifsl  niAM  woxjbed  ia  thia  oowatry  witfi 
Elf  Ush  capital  bjr  th«  Oafenbiaa  Hioui^  AjMciaiion  cC  Looioii,  from 
1826  to  1829,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Eobert  SteplMUSOtt,  tb^ 
cdabjeated  ndlwajr  eo^neer,  aoji  aubieqMMitlf  by  the  um^  cesaufmij 
and  its  fiuecQfiBG»*i  uaUl  lB7d,  wbtti  ibtjr  «efe'ahftnik)ned.  U^  to  ISM 
a  loss  had  accrued  of  160,000/.,  betw^ea  1850  md  1860  a  profit  ^d^ut 
75,000^  veemLbed ;  but  £rosi  i860  t»  1S70  a  kss  o£  70,0002^  sod  a|^, 
up  t»  the  date  of  giwpeDnon  of  liiftiK«rkiuga,ftpi»fitQf  dioiitiiCl,^^^ 
whaa^oviag  to  ste^eet  of  osm^  out  ]!««0rv«!a»  nii>  mora/ora  eottU  be 
ohtaioed  and  the  oum  wm  abaimbiied.  ntifl  mtae  ia  z«tbfv  moie  tliaii 
14A  ^thova  dM|p,  mA  hm  baea  skoiMI  to  tha  extant  «f  ahrat  la^ 
fatbova  ktnaoutaUy.  Tbe  av«ni|ea  psodnos  baa  hieo  ttOL  per  sfaaee 
fafbomaftd  thetoial  yieU  abMt  TiO^XKM.  ia49  f^m%imv^^  wbiab  it 
was  worked. 

The  '' Bmmtk  Vmtmrm*'  JUMmt  ]6meeu»  aitnttbe About  tweuty  mies 
weft  fron  tbia  ci^  near  iba  ol4  «it^  «£  Maij^iito,  mmA  ware  CsraKerij 
faaoHa  luadar  the  vune^  tbe  ^Boeaaena"  aiiaAa.  A  few  l^94a« 
<;ajMtaMala  ha«e  «ipotmM  lakont  2^fi^dU^  and  bavia  just  aba^daiied  Idiani 
beiskie  having  cfeMwri  «Mt  tha  old  SfMiiib  v^dkiag  lully,  tbase  haajai^ 
been  vore  eKtcaMire  than  was  antiaifHkteil.  Ffom  the  laaate  beafe  ^ 
rubbish  leit  by  the  Spaaiajdb  10|  tena  of  era  have  beeii  efabauMid,  vertji 
12ZZ*  per  ttoi,  a  0Md  pBMf  tftf  tlw  vtbie  of  titt'BMU^ 

3amux.  JEtBaudva. 

33ia  oafaYeurable  Besaltaef  British  noiiHf  ettterpoaa  is  Ma  8Me 
iuv  due  mtber  to  defeats  in  the  method  tsA  ^jfrnaeei  «Miiiagf  OMst  thaft 
to  any  default  of  richness  in  the  mineral  deposits,  and  it  is  to  be 
-expected  that  experienee  wiU  lead  te  «aeb  inf  reveneeta  ia  tiie 
niajnugeinettt  oiwaj  fotiue  eaterptiae  ae  ahall  <omu«  better  reMlta. 

Honda,  March  10, 1876. 
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MEDELLIN. 

Beport  hy   Vice-Consul  White  on  the  Gold  Mines  of  the  Slate  of 

Antioquid, 

The  following  report  refers  especially  to  the  mines  worked  in  the 
State  of  Antioquia. 

As  the  Vice-Consulate  has  only  been  established  since  January  of 
this  year,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  refer  to  former  reports  for  any 
account  of  the  State ;  such  being  the  case,  I  feel  it  necessary  to  give  a 
few  details  respecting  this  latter. 

Antioquia  (capital,  Medellin)  is  the  most  central  of  the  nine  States 
forming  the  republic ;  it  has  an  area  of  22,780  square  miles,  and  a 
population  of  365,594  inhabitants  according  to  the  census  of  1868. 

The  country  is  conservative  in  its  opinions,  and  its  government 
differs  from  the  other  States  in  that  the  President  is  elected  for  four 
years.  Its  revenue  in  1874  amounted  to  the  sum  of  511,971  dol.  29  c, 
and  its  expenditure  to  479,221  dol.  80  c.  The  estimates  for  the  years 
1876  and  1877  are,  revenue,  1,119,310  dol. ;  expenditure,  1,216,541  doL 
Still  the  latter  will  not  cause  any  deficit,  as  at  present  there  is  over 
80,000  dol.  surplus. 

The  expenditure  includes  500,000  dol.  for  the  railroad  in  course  of 
construction,  and  it  is  worthy  of  attention  that  98,592  dol.  is  voted  for 
the  free  education  in  the  State  schools. 

The  State  is  makiug  a  great  effort  to  lay  down  a  railroad  from  the 
Biver  Magdalena  to  the  capital,  a  distance  of  133  miles.  Owing  to  the 
Government  not  being  in  a  position  to  guarantee  any  interest  on  foreign 
capital,  and  rather  being  afraid  of  these  loans  and  interests,  they  are 
trying  their  best  to  make  the  road  on  a  rather  novel  contract.  They 
offer  to  pay  10,000  dol.  for  every  kilometre  of  rail  laid  down,  reserving 
to  the  State  one-third  part  of  the  undertakmg  when  completed,  the 
contractors  receiving  100,000  hectares  of  land  on  the  line. 

As  the  State  can  afford  250,00U  dol.  yearly  out  of  its  revenues,  and  a 
further  sum  of  1,000,000  dol.  guaranteed  by  the  national  Government, 
I  have  great  hopes  that  the  project  will  be  realized ;  if  so,  the  State  will 
have  the  satisfaction  of  not  having  to  pay  interests  for  an  indefinite 
number  of  years.  I  consider  the  offer  of  the  State  equivalent  to  paying 
one-half  the  cost  for  one-third  share,  and  giving  to  those  who  lay  out 
the  other  half  two-thirds  of  the  line  and  1,000,000  dol.  worth  of  land 
when  the  line  is  x)pened,  thus  reducing  the  money  interest  of  the  con- 
tractors to  1,000,000  dol.  laid  out  to  obtain  the  two-thirds,  a  novel 
contract,  but  showing  good  sense  on  the  part  of  the  'Government^. 

The  country,  for  its  area,  is,  perhaps,  the  most  mountainous  in  the 
world  ;  owing  to  this  physical  condition,  agriculture  is  in  a  very  back- 
ward state,  the  great  industry  of  the  State  being  the  working  of  the 
mines. 

The  authorities  have  paid  great  attention  to  the  laws  relating  to 
mining,  and  the  miner  readily  obtains  titles  from  the  Government,  who 
are  owners  of  the  unworked  mineral  and  abandoned  ones,  such  as  gold, 
silver,  copper,  lead,  and  emeralds. 
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The  title  to  a  mine  is  obtained  hy  payment  of  about  100  dol.  in  the 
the  preliminary  expenses,  and  a  yearly  sum  of  6  dol.  It  gives  the 
owner  very  special  rights,  such  as  to  lands,  woods,  water-courses,  &c., 
subject  to  the  payment  of  the  damage  caused  to  the  owner  of  the  soil, 
the  damage  being  valued  by  arbitrators,  one  named  by  each  of  the 
interested  parties. 

The  extent  of  land  or  mineral  rights  obtained  by  one  of  these 
titles  is  1,800  metres  in  longitude,  by  240  metres  in  latitude,  and  the 
same  person  may  hold  as  many  separate  titles  as  he  pleases.  It  is 
owing  to  these  facilities  that  the  State  is  the  most  important  gold- 
producing  one  in  the  federation. 

The  value  of  the  gold  and  silver  exported  from  the  capital  in  1874 
was,  in  seven  months, — total  amount,  1,377,470  dol.;  to  England, 
1,069,414  dol.  ;  value  in  1876  (twelve  months),  total  amount^ 
2,403,241  dol. ;  to  England,  1,768,368  dol. 

This  does  not  iaclude  the  money  coined  here,  or  the  gold  exported 
direct  from  Zaragosa  to  the  coast ;  including  these  amounts,  the  value 
of  the  gold  obtained  from  the  mines  in  1875  may  be  placed  at 
2,500,000  dol.      This  includes  the  produce  of  the  Marmato  minea 

S Western  Andes  Mining  Company,  Limited),  whose  mines  being  on 
e  confines  of  this  State,  their  outness  is  transacted  in  this  city. 

The  exported  gold  barely  pays  for  the  goods  imported,  and  such  is 
the  scarcity  of  articles  of  exportation,  tliat  Dills  on  Europe  are  at  a  pre- 
mium of  from  3  to  6  per  cent. 

The  gold  and  silver  is  nearly  all  cast  into  bars,  and  assayed  by  the 
house  of  Vicente  and  Pastor  Bestrepo.  These  gentlemen  have  acquired 
such  a  good  name,  that  their  assay  notes  are  taken  here  without  doubt,, 
the  bars  nearly  always  being  sold  without  being  seen  by  the  buyers. 

15,000  men  and  women  are  employed  in  the  mines,  but  the  greater 
number  work  on  their  own  account,  without  capital  or  appliances 
beyond  a  crowbar  and  a  spade,  so  that  the  result  speaks  well  for  the 
richness  of  the  mines. 

It  is  owing  to  the  bad  roads  that  the  system  of  working  is  so 
backward ;  it  is  almost  impossible  to  bring  into  the  centre  of  the  State 
pieces  weighing  8  cwts.,  an  ordinary  stamp,  worth  18^.  in  England,, 
sells  here  tor  24  dol.,  the  consequence  is  that  only  the  very  rich  mines 
are  worked,  and  the  profit  resulting  from  them  is  not  so  great  as  their 
richness  would  lead  to  expect. 

The  chief  mines  in  the  State  are,  the  Frontino  and  Bolivia  Mining 
Company  Limited  Mines,  Zancudo,  Cristales,  Oirard,  Los  Chorros,  San 
Nicolas,  Eio  Dulse,  Sucre,  La  Constancia,  and  about  eighty  others. 
These  mines  are  working  lodes. 

The  richest  alluvial  mines  and  river  beds  are,  Trinitacita,  Vivorita, 
San  Estevan,  the  Kiver  Force,  Eiver  Grande,  Eiver  Chico,  San  Juan, 
Nechi,  in  fact  nearly  all  the  rivers  of  the  State. 

The  Frontino  and  Bolivia  Mining  Company,  Limited,  formerly  the 
New  Ghranada  Gold  Mining  Company,  own  extensive  mineral  rights  in 
the  district  of  Bemedios.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  mines  have  not 
paid  any  dividends,  the  capital  of  the  company  being  110,0002.  fully 
paid  and  spent.  The  present  company  have  been  working  them  for 
ten  years,  and  it  is  only  during  the  last  eight  months  that  the  agenta 
have  been  able  to  send  to  England  remittances  on  account  of  profits. 

These  mines  in  1875  produced  153,068  dol.  in  value  of  gold,  but  as 

they  were  owing  here  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  and  the  works  in  a 

ruined  state,  the  first  profits  were  taken  to  pay  off  the  mortgage,  and 

erect  new  mills  and  works.    This  being  done,  the  mines  are  sending 
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montblj  from  1,0007.  to  1,2001.  profit,  i;^ith  every  sign  of  increasing 
this  snm  to  at  least  2,000Z.  monthly. 

Before  proceeding  with  this  report,  1  feel  it  a  duty  to  call  attenti<m 
to  the  Tery  honourable  way  in  wnich  this  company  has  been  treated 
htve. 

The  late  manager  left  here  in  1873,  the  mines  giving  a  loss  and  in 
dAt  to  the  firm  ot*  Messrs.  Marcelino  Bestrepo  and  Sons  for  a  very  large 
sum  for  this  country ;  the  money  was  lent  at  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  the 
security  a  mortgage  on  the  mines.  The  company,  on  the  mannger's 
arrival  in  England,  endeavoured  to  raise  money  at  12  per  cent,  to  pay 
off  this  debt,  but  did  not  succeed.  The  Messrs.  Restrepo  had  been 
appointed  agents  for  the  company,  and  instead  of  foreclosing,  as  many 
creditors  would  have  done,  they  advanced  more  money  to  put  the  mines 
in  order. 

I  do  not  know  for  certain,  but  have  befen  told  that  the  company 
spent  50,000?.  in  developing  these  and  the  TVontino  mines,  besides  the 
purchase  money.  The  actual  cost  of  placing  the  mines  in  their  present 
state  was  6,400  dol.  to  start  the  mines  of  Nneva  Cecilia  and  CecQia. 
Since  this  time,  the  other  mines  have  been  mounted  out  of  the  profits. 

The  difficulties  of  transport  will^not  idlow  of  machinery  as  nsed  in 
Europe,  so  that,  to  work  with  economy,  great  care  and  judgment  are 
requhred  to  combine  whatever  good  is  found  in  practice  amongst  the 
natives  with  such  foreign  improvements  as  may  bo  economically  intro- 
duced and  worked. 

As  an  instance  of  how  mines  are  worked  here,  I  will  call  your 
attention  to  the  Cristales  mine,  started  in  1868  on  a  capital  invested  of 
4;294,835  dol.  spent  in  erecting  a  three-head  mill,  and  opening  out  the 
the  mine.  To-day  there  are  tliirty-three  stamps  and  two  BrrBiStres  at 
woi^k,  and  the  profits  divided  amongst  the  suarehblders  give  a  total  of 
315A96  dol. 

Zaneudo  mine,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world,  has  no  capital  account, 
the  mine  having  given  wherewith  to  mount  the  smelting  works,  which 
nre  on  a  scale  equal  to  reducing  250  tons  of  ore  monthty.  This  mine 
in  1875  gave  126,000  dol.  profit,  and  spent  large  sums  in  increasing 
their  eetabHshraent. 

Some  of  the  Frontino  and  Bolivia  Company's  mines  show  the  same 
history  as  at  present  managed:  Cecilia  gives  monthly  profits  nearly 
equal  to  the  money  spent  iu  starting  it ;  Tigrito,  a  little  mine  with  a 
ux-head  mill,  cost  about  1,500  dol.  to  place  it  in  a  state  to  give  profits, 
and  gives  from  800  dol.  to  3,200  dol.  monthly.  As  this  is  the  history 
of  n^riy  «11  the  mines  in  the  State,  I  will  not  call  attention  to  others^ 
except  that  no  lode  in  the  country  has  required  5,000/.  to  place  it  in  a 
position  to  make  returns  and  profits. 

The  history  of  the  Marmato  mines  is  too  well  known  to  require 
comment.  Owing  to  a  more  economical  management  they  are  return- 
ing handsome  profits,  after  having  ruined  two  powerful  companies. 

Antioquia  offers  many  advantages  for  the  working  of  the  mines. 
"We  are  looking  forward  now  to  the  realization  of  the  railroad  for 
affording  means  of  introducing  machinery  to  enable  the  mines  to  be 
worked  witii  greater  economy,  and  in  this  case  this  State  will  be  one  of 
iShe  greatest  gold-producing  countries  in  South  America. 

A  native  company  has  been  formed  with  a  subscribed  capital  of 
157,000  doL,  which  gives  great  hopes  of  success,  the  direction  having 
introduced  machinery  new  to  the  place. 

The  gold  obtained  in  Antioquia  is  Ter}'  much  combined  with  silver, 
ihe  general  standard  of  tho  gold  from  the  lodes  being  as  low  as  0*600, 
some  even  as  low  as  0380. 
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The  alluvial  mines  give  a  very  good  quality,  as  a  rule  about  0*800, 
but  in  some  cases  the  standard  is  mucli  higher. 

Owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  gold  and  silver  exported  from  Savanilla 
not  having  the  locality  specified  which  produced  it,  Antioquia  is  placed 
at  a  great  disadvantage.  It  produces  twt)-thirds  of  all  the  specie 
^exported  from  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

Pive  dollars  are  always  taken  as  the  equivalent  of  a  pound  sterling. 

Medellin,  March  30,  1876. 
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DENMARK. 


COPENHAGEN. 

Seport  by  Consul  Crowe  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Denmark  for  the 

Tear  1875. 

Befobx  commencing  my  report,  I  must  remark  that  in  consequence 
of  the  retarded  publication  of  the  official  statistics  for  this  year,  it  must 
necessarily  be  more  limited  than  usual. 

The  Government  haye  adopted  a  new  system  which  is  to  come  in 
force  for  this  last  year,  viz. : — to  issue  their  statistical  tables  for  the 
calendar  year,  instead  of  as  formerly  for  the  financial  year  (April  1  to 
March  31). 

I  purpose,  therefore,  later  on,  forwarding  a  supplementary  report 
giving  the  tabular  statements  now  wanting,  confining  myself  to  general 
remarks  in  this  preliminary  one. 

Tbade  and  Commerce. 

Hitherto  it  has  been  the  custom  in  this  country  to  give  the  total 
year's  result  of  the  commercial  movement  in  weight,  and  not  in  value, 
and  an  increase  or  decrease  on  the  former  standard  has  been  supposed 
to  be  indicative  of  greater  or  lesser  prosperity,  but  this  is  a  fallacy. 

According  to  weight,  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  calendar  year 
1874  exceeded  3,500,000,000  lbs.*  Danish,  of  which  2,600,000,000  lbs, 
imports  and  966,000,000  lbs.  exports,  the  heaviest  year  yet  reached  in 
Denmark's  commercial  annals,  but  of  these  3,566,000,000  coals  formed 
29  per  cent,  and  this  article,  together  with  wood  goods,  com,  stone, 
metals,  earth,  and  earthenware,  formed  80  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

It  is  now  decided  that  in  future  the  value  both  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports shall  be  given  and  brought  up  to  the  end  of  each  calendar  year  as 
above  stated,  and  thus  a  surer  guide  be  given  for  estimating  the  actual 
state  of  the  national  commerce. 

The  following  is  about  the  value  of  the  commercial  movement  of  the 
last  five  financial  years  given  in  kronors  (of  18  to  the  £.) 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Eronor. 

Kronor. 

Eronor. 

1869-70.. 

158,000,000 

116,000,000 

274,000,000 

1870-71.. 

172,000,000 

166,000,000 

828,000,000 

1871-72.. 

194,000.000 

148,000,000 

840,000,000 

1872-78.. 

197,000,000 

174,000,000 

871,000,000 

1878-74.. 

228,000,000 

170  000,000 

898,000,000 

1874      .. 

283,000,000 

179,000,000 

412,000,000 

The  first  five  years  close  on  the  Slst  March,  whereas  the  last  is 
brought  up  to  81st  December,  1874. 

*  The  pound  used  in  this  report  is  the  Danish  one,  equal  to  11028  aroiidupoii. 
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It  may  thus  be  seen  from  the  above,  that  the  money  value  of  imports 
into  Denmark  for  this  last  year  was  about  12,900,000/.,  and  the  exports 
about  9,900,000/.,  together  about  22,800,000/.,  of  which  about  6,500,000/. 
may  be  taken  as  representing  Denmark's  trade  with  Great  Britain. 

The  crisis  which  was  inevitable  after  the  wild  speculation  that 
succeeded  the  Franco-German  war,  and  which  broke  out  in  1873,  is  not 
yet  over,  as  is  shown  bv  the  recent  large  failures  in  Europe  and  America, 
and  although  Denmark  was  not  directly  influenced  thereby,  it  did  not 
entirely  escape  from  the  effects  of  those  commercial  disasters. 

Government  debentures  and  other  effects  to  be  classed  with  them, 
such  as  guaranteed  railway  shares,  &c.,  maintained  about  the  same  prices 
throughout  the  year,  whereas  the  prices  of  bank  shares  and  other  in- 
dustrml  enterpnzes  fell  considerably,  and  fluctuations  were  at  times 
great  and  sudden. 

I  cannot  say  if  there  be  any  reason  to  doubt  the  soundness  of  the 
large  joint  stock  companies  in  I)enmark,  but  it  is  indisputable  that  the 
public  has  become  cautious  in  investing  their  money,  and  no  new  com- 
mercial enterprize  has  been  started  in  the  past  year. 

There  is  now  little  doubt  that  the  years  1872  and  1873  to  1874  and 
1875,  only  in  a  lesser  degree,  have  been  prosperous  and  the  wealth  of 
the  country  has  increased,  as  seen  by  the  financial  budget,  of  which  I 
give  an  extract  further  on,  at  the  same  time  the  commercial  credit  of 
the  country  received  an  extension  hardly  commensurate  with  the  natural 
proportions  of  its  trade. 

Agriculture,  the  staple  pursuit  of  the  country,  continually  demands 
more  and  more  capital,  which  is  buried  in  the  soil,  and  the  return,  if 
sure,  is  always  slow,  the  actual  surplus,  indeed,  in  most  cases,  being 
only  realized  when  properties  change  hands. 

Money  in  the  past  year  has  thus  been  less  plentiful  and  con- 
sequently dear,  in  part  accounted  for  by  the  rapidly  increasing  imports, 
which  have  not  been  followed  by  a  corresponaing  export,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  country  is  living  above  its  means. 

The  rate  of  discount  on  bills  quoted  by  the  Nation^d  Bank  was  as 
follows : — 

Per  Cent. 

Jsnoary  1 5    to  54 

Febn]fti7  24      ..         .. 4^      5 

April  28 5        5k 

June  28 6^      6 

AapTustir         5        5| 

September  20 5^      6 

October  21        *       ..6      6| 

The  average    discount  compared  with    the  five  preceding  years 

was: — 

Per  Cent. 

1870 4ito4i 

1871 4^    4A 

1872 4k      41 

1878 4k      5 

1P74 4f      4} 

1875 5^      5^v 

The  rate  of  exchan<2fe  on  London  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
18  kroner  20  ore  per  £,  and  at  the  close  18  kroner  12  ore.  The 
highest  quoted  during  tiie  year  was  18  kronor  31  ore  from  23rd  to  30th 
March,  and  the  lowest  18  kronor  7  ore  from  15th  October  to  12th 
November. 

The  rate  of  exchange  on  Hamburgh  was  at  the  beginuing  of  the 
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r  80  kr^MC  per  100  marks,  and  the  waie  art;  the  end.    The  highest 

rfced  rate  wm  8d  krooor  5  ore  from  26Ui  Jmauacf  to  9  A  Marc h^  and 
knraBi  88  kioiior  60  or»  fron  4th  to  2dth  Jane. 
The  dindendt  &jit  1874  p«ld  by  sooid  of  the  kurgar  hanks  aiuL 
companies  wece  as  foUowa : — 

FttrCent. 
Per  Anaum. 

National  Bank  for  1874-75 9 

Prirate  Bhuik. B 

fWi'Mwiis*  Bank         6 

Conaarokl  Bank 5 

Private  Lean  Biak 5 

Indostrial  Bank       6^ 

Zealand  Bailwaj  Company 0i 

Northern  Telegraph  Company  . .         . .       7 

United  Steamship  Company  ..         ..         ..     10 

Daakh  9ag«r  Vavtoriea 8| 

finical  Factory,  Laa^and H 

Biumeistar  and  Wain  Shiphaildiag  Companj    ^       7^ 

United  Steam  Floor  MiHa 15 

Baniah  Chicory  Factories 10^ 

Copenhagen  S^]twork»        6 

Ck)peahagta  Tr—iiaya       7) 


Comparing  the  prices  of  stocks  at  the  dose  of  the  ywurs  1874  and 
1875,  the  figures  will  be  thus  :— 


4  per  cent.  Government  Debcntaros  . .  « . 
,f  ij  ,f  (sterHag) 

,,      Copenhagen  Loan 

,,      Baibisy  Mortgaga  Shares 

HatianalBank 

Private  Bank    . .         

Farmer's  Bank  . . '       

Commercial  Bank 

Private  Loan  Bank 

Indostrial  Bank  

Zealand  Railway  Company 

Northern  Telegraph  Company 

United  Steamehip  Company 

Danish  Sugar  Factories  

Bnrmeister  and  Wain  Shipbuilding  C(»apany 

United  Steam  Flour  Mills 

Danish  Chicory  Factories        

Copenhagen  Tramways 


L874. 


92i    to    92i 
94i  94f 

173i 
1374  to  1371 

lOli 
lOli  to  lOlf 
lOOi        lOU 

112* 

110 
205    to    905i 
129i        180 

IIU 
114^  to  115 

nu 
I06i  to  ia»' 

274 


1875. 


92}  to    93 


9a 

95 

92! 

93 

91i 

nk 

1711 

172* 

122 

'  122i 

964 

96i 

m 

92 

92f 

m 

96 

974 

nu 

IIU 

160 

1184  to  113 

96  98 

894 

108 

99     to  lot 

216  218 


The  financial  budget  for  1874-76  above  alluded  to  shows  a  very 
favourable  result. 

The  total  in«ome  calculated  at  45,968,102  kronoF  was  actually 
63,656,730  kroner,  or  about  7,688  000  kroner  in  excess,  while  the  ex- 
penditure calculated  at  47,314,570  kroner  amounted  ooly^to  46,083,841 
kroner  or  about  1,230,000  kroner  less. 

About  1,500,000  kroner  taken  from  the  funds  is  included  in  the 
MPfcimate  of  ineome,  but  the  actual  esoass  is  nevertbdess  about 
6^500,00^  kroner. 

This  siu>plu8  arises  pnBcipalty  from  the  foUowing  iteaui:—- 
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The  flUte  domain* 
Ittterest  on  Foncb 
Stomp  duty      ..         . . 
Om  taiiu-lioim  louiybK.  • 


Budget 


Kronor. 

1,268,000 

4^014,000 

1,726,000 

19,941,000 


Actual  Income. 


Kronor. 

1,910,000 

4,984,003 

2,579,000 

32,634,000 


Exoesa. 


Kronor. 
641,000 
470,000 
853,000 

2,692,000 


Besides  above-nieniioned  1,500,000  kronor  taken  from  the  funds, 
m(KX),000-  kroHor  were  voted  to  pay  off  the  loan  of  January,  1864,  but 
tk*  0<>K«riunftut  were  able  to  repay  the  whole  amount  of  the  said  loao, 
vii.,  18,95(}»0OO  kronor,  and  further  to  decrease  outstanding  liabilities 
h^  4,870,000  kroner. 

Of  the  erpenditare  5,550,000  kronor  were  applied  to  new  nilways. 

The  na^oBc^  debt  which  at  the  close  of  the  ^oaricial  year  1S78-74 
mounted  to  209,970,000  kronor  has  been  reduced  by  21,160,000  kroner^ 
leaving  a  balance  on  March  31,  1875,  of  185,830,000  krocor. 

Of  this  about  159,<X)0,000  kronor  is  inland  debt  at  4  per  cent 
interest. 

SHIPSnra  AJTD    NAVTQATIOlf.  . 

The  past  yoRr  was  not  a  prosperous  one  for  Danish  shipping,  freights 
were  low  and  profits  small,  in  many  cases  shipfi  worked  at  a  loas^  and 
tfie  year  dosed  with  no  better  prospectsr  for  tli©  new  year's  carrying 
Ifcade.  The  diflerent  native  navigation  companies  gJtre  smaller  divi- 
dimds,  and  their  shares  have  Mien  considerably  in  price  Biuoe  1874. 

433  British  fi^ip»  with  227,791  tons^  cleared  into  Copenhagen  and 
deposited  articles  at  this  consulate,  nearly  all  with  cargo,  n&ainly  coals 
aid  general  goods,  besides  the  usual  large  number  which  only  anchored 
in  the  roadfl  or  enter  harbour  on,  call,  for  orders,  coaling,  or  other 
Cftsnal  business. 

The  number  entered  in  1874  was  481  with  202,859  tons,  being  48 
8bip»  more,  but  25,132  tons  less  than  last  year. 

The  direct  and  indirect  trade  in  British  vessels  to  and  from  Copen* 
hagen  aad  Blaiaare  will  be  seen  from  the  following  retotns. 
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Lights. — Complaints  have  long  been. made  of  the  insufficient  lighting 
of  th«  dsmgeraua  wetit  coast  of  Jutland,  and  the  DaiiiBh  Marine 
Department  has  at  length  decided  on  piaeiirg  a  lighthouse  at  Bovhjerg ; 
this  wfll  be  a  lens  light  of  the  &dt  class,  visibla  at  a  distance  of  18  to 
20  miles. 

A  new  light  ship  with  three  lanterns  will  also  be  placed  at  Horn's 
Eeef,  now  much  needed  on  account  of  the  iiicr««ed  traffic  at  Esbjerg. 

It  is  also  proposed  t3o  place  a  new  light  siup  on  the  Scaw  Beef. 

A  signal  station  for  passing  ships  was  opened  at  Hammershuns 
(Bomfcolm)  on  the  8th  November. 

Sounding  oi  the  North  Sea  and  the  Slecre  along  the  West  Coast  of 
Jutland,  which  hare  not  been  taken  since  the  commencement  of  the 
century,  are  to  be  made  this  year,  commencing  with  Horn's  Reef. 

Harhoars, — I  intimated  in  my  report  of  last  year  that  doubts  were 
entertatrred  as  to  the  valae  oi  Esbjerg  barboisir  as  a  trading  port,  and 
although  the^e  doubts  cannot  be  said  to  hare  ceased,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  tniffic  is  increasing,  so  mueh  so,  that  it  has  already  been  found 
necessary  to  provide  mor*  quay  room. 

The  Government  is  doing  its  utmost  for  the  development  of  the 
place,  and  it  is  hoped  thait  facilities  for  loading  and  unioading  will  soon 
be  proD^^ided  also  in  the  outer  harbocu*  and  tidal  baaiu,  so  thmt  vessel*  can 
take  cargoes  there  when  east  winds^  and  low  water  pssvent  tfaem  floating 
over  tW  bar. 

On  the  Graadyb  Bar  there  is  14j  to  15  feet  water  at  high  tide 
(many  ships  drawing  IZ  feet  have  crossed  it  during  tlie  last? sis  or  aeven 
years),  but  the  case  is  diflferent  at  the  Sluice  Bar  (entrance  to  tlie  dock 
harbour;,  where  there  is  only  12  feet  at  daily  high  water,  and  not  more 
than  9  or  10  &et  with  easterly  winds,  so  that  at  times  steamers  can. 
neither  come  in  nor  out. 

The  Danish  United  Steamship  Company  has  one  steamer  plying 
regularly  between  Esbjerg  and  London  since  June  last,  and  uA  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  company  it  was  decided  to  issue 
shares  for  an  additional  1,000,00^  kroner,  to  enable  them  to  open  a 
regular  steam  communication  with  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  principally 
with  a  view  to  establkhing  a  permanent  cattle  trade  witii  both  these 
English  markets. 

Copenhagen  merchants  are  establishing  depdts  at  Eshgerg,  as  this 
place  has  the  advantage  over  all  other  harbours  ia  Dennuirk  (save 
Prederiekhaven)  of  never  being  closed  np  by  ice. 

Lvfehoat  and  Eccket  Statiom. — In  1874  a  committee  wes  appointed 
to  exatuioe  the  lifeboats  in  use,  and  decide  if  any  alterations  were 
advisable. 

Tbey  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  model  of  1857,  hitherto  used, 
should  be  retained  with  only  some  small  modiffcatioHs. 

Two  new  lifeboatts  have  been  stationed  on  the  Island  ol  Loesde,  one 
at  "Westerd,  and  one  at  Osterby. 

In  JVluy  last,  the  boat  station  ait  ^gger  Canal  and  the  rocket 
statioa  at  VV' ester  A^ger  were  uuited,  and  stnee^lst  8eptember  last  the 
station  at  Nyuiiidcgab  has  been  provided  with  a  rocket  apparatus. 

Tbo  safety  dress  of  india-rubber  invented  by  Mr.  Clark  S.  Merriman 
was  tried  but  \\  as  not  found  satiisfactory. 

Dunng  the  twelremoirtb  1874-75,  111  ships  stranded  on  the  Danish^ 
coasts,  of  which  85  were  totally  wrecked. 

Tiieir  nationality  was  as-lollaws : — 
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liTumlMroC  Ships. 

Dttniah 27 

Norwegian .22 

Gemuiii  ••  ••  ••     14 

Ittulnh  12 

Dutch 9 

SirediBh  8 

Freni-h..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..       4 

Buflftiaii  ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..        1 

Itai!»a 1 

Unknoini         ..         ..14 

111 

398  persons  were  saEved  from  tbe  above  wreclrg,  besides  the  crews 
from  nine  vessels  wiiose  nationality  has  not  been  ascertained,  and  nine 
lives  were  lost. 

17  vessels  were  abandoned  by  their  crews  before  tlie  stranding. 

The  mode  of  rescue  and  the  number  of  lives  saved  is  given  as 
follows : — 


By  self  help  

By  private  assiatance  from  fand , 

Vartly  by  self  help  and  pactly  by  prirate  asaiatance    . , 
Partly  by  self  help  and  partly  by  aafety  apparatus 
Partly  by  private  assiBiaoct  and  partly  by  safety  appa- 
ratus      

By  safety  apparatus  only , 

ISotal         


Number  of 
SUpe. 


94 


Number  of 


43 

210 

C2. 

178 

2 

10 

1 

10 

2 

10 

14 

120 

538 


A  hvwTs  now  before  the  Bigsdag  which  will  no  doubt  pass,  making  it 
ft  misdemeanonr  for  Danish  subjects  to  purchase  Britisn  and  German 
vessels  which  have  been  rtfused  seaworthy  certificates. 

It  may  interest  ship  owners  to  leani  that  complaints  have  appeared 
in  the  G-othenburg  papers  of  the  inactivity  of  the  Swedish  pilots  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Sound,  and  advising  masters  to  put  into  Danish  ports 
for  coals  and  provisions,  where  they  are  stated  to  be  generally  cheaper 

AGKICTJLTimE. 

The  total  surplus  of  the  harvest  1874  (from  Tst  October,  1874,  to 
30th  September,  1875),  ».«.,  the  exports  of  ground  and  ungronnd  com, 
•Iter  deducting  imports,  was  less  than  in  any  preceding  year  since  1864, 
not  excepting  the  bad  year  1868,  vis.: — l,67^,OW  tender .♦ 

The  average  surplus  was  ibr  the  years*. — 18G4-6D  abofrt  2,557,000 
tender;  186^74  about  2,852,000  tender. 

The  surplus  of  1874-75,  is  thus  onlj  abont  61  pcnrcent.  of  tbe  average 
sarplus  of  the  preceding  ten  years. 

On  the  other  hand  the  export  of  flbur  anil  meal  has  never  been 
hieger  than  dnnng  that  period,  viz.; — 520,000  tender,  or  about  30  per 
eent.  of  the  total  expons. 

The  harvest  of  lb75  was  a  very  good  one  and  above  an  average  year. 

Wheat  was  on  the  whole  better  than  the  preceding  year;  taking  an 
average  year,  this  year's  yield  may  be  considered  equal  to  1*2. 

*  2*10  tonder  eqmil  to  1  imptiial  quartor. 
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Bye  gave  the  best  result  and  the  total  produce  of  the  country  maj 
be  quoted  at  1*3. 

Barley  was  the  most  partial  in  its  results ;  it  was  more  uniform  on 
the  Islands,  varying  most  in  Jutland ;  the  general  yield  may  be  stated 
as  under  1*2. 

Oats  has  been  the  least  productive  cereal,  being  under  0*9 ;  the 
preceding  year  it  was,  however,  only  0*84. 

Feaee,  Beam,  ifc.y  gave  somewhat  above  an  average  yield. 

The  hay  harvest  was  decidedly  below  an  average  one. 

Comparing  the  general  returns  of  this  and  last  year  the  result  will 
be  in: — 


1876. 


1874. 


For  Rye 1*8 

Wheat  and  barley     ..         ..  1*2 

Pease,  beans,  &c 1*1 

Oata 09 


For  Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats^  pease,  beans,  &c. 


1-2 
11 
1-0 
0-8 


The  following  figures  will  show  the  ruling  market  prices  at  the  close 
of  the  harvest : — 

Eronor. 

Wheat 9.00  to  9 15  per  cent. 

Rye       • 6-70      «'90      „ 

Barley 750      7*60      „ 

Oats         «-90      710      „ 

The  above  prices  are  a  shade  under  those  of  an  average  year  and 
consequently  the  total  result  of  the  harvest  must  be  judged  accordingly. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  means  of  communication  and  consequent 
increase  or  supplies  from  distant  plnces,  have  influenced  the  prices  of 
such  produce  as  can  support  a  long  sea  voyage.  Tho  result  of  this  will 
be  that  the  price  of  Danish  grain  will  be  depressed  in  proportion,  and 
farmers  are  beginning  to  devote  their  capital  and  energies  to  develop 
other  and  more  paying  farm  produce,  as  seen  by  the  yearly  increasing 
exports  of  live  stock  and  other  animal  produce. 

Great  Britain  being  Denmark's  chief  customer,  farmers  regulate 
their  produce  so  far  as  soil  and  climate  permit,  mainly  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  English  markets,  hence  it  may  be  expected  that  the 
exportation  of  grain  wul  by  degrees  be  diminished,  but  although  the 
exportation  of  hnimal  produce  is  rapidly  increasing,  it  would  not  suit  all 
parts  of  the  country  to  cease  entirely  cereal  growing. 

This  remark  applies  principally  to  East  Jutland  and  the  islands 
where  fine  malting  barley  is  produced,  a  cereal  which  is  less  affected  by 
competition,  and  beins;  the  only  one  adapted  for  brewing  is  paid  accord- 
to  its  malting  as  well  as  nutritive  value,  and  further  to  the  fact  that  the 
increasing  import  of  American  beef  into  London  may  materially  affect 
the  sale  of  Danish  cattle.  This  meat  which  is  of  excellent  quality  and 
arrives  nearly  fresh  slaughtered  in  England,  is  sold  comparatively  dieap, 
and  has  already  created  Danish  exporters  some  anxiety,  as  it  may 
evidentlv  depress  the  contract  prices  for  coming  sales.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  now  Ions:  the  Americans  can  compete  with  near-lying  markets  and 
how  far  ice-packing  will  preserve  the  meat  when  the  summer  heat  sets 
in. 

In  former  reports  I  have  alluded  to  the  remarkable  development  of 
the  butter  export  trade  of  this  country. 
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Ten  years  ago  I  may  say  there  was  no  export,  and  the  best  butter 
could  be  bought  in  the  country  for  lOJ.  per  lb. 

At  present  the  yearly  report  exceeds  100,000  barrels  and  the  retail 
price,  for  the  best  land  per  lb.,  has  risen  to  2s, 

The  Danish  Butter  Company  started  three  ^ears  ago  now  exports 
to  all  parts  of  the  world,  ana  has  already  paid  dividends  of  between  20 
and  30  per  cent. 

The  wholesale  prices  paid  in  the  country  during  the  last  six  years 
per  cwt.  have  been  for : — 


1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

Beet  estates'  batter 
„  fkrmer'B  do. 

Kronor. 
106 
81 

Kronor. 
109 
84 

Kronor. 
106 
78 

Kronor. 
118 
87 

Kronor. 
127 
97 

Kronor. 
119 
86 

The  success  of  the  butter  company  has  led  to  the  formation  of  a 
new  company  called  the  Danish  Cheese  Export  Company,  of  which  the 
aim  is  to  supply  the  English  markets. 

The  Danish  cheese  fabrication  has  hitherto  been  very  inferior,  and 
almost  wholly  unfit  for  exportation,  which  has  not  exceeded  30,000  lbs., 
whereas  the  import  has  reached  upwards  of  1,000,000  lbs.  annuidly. 

It  is  now  hoped  that  by  the  adoption  of  the  best  methods  and 
careful  manipulation  the  trade  may  soon  become  a  paying  export  one, 
and  Danish  cheese  rank  as  high  as  Danish  butter  in  the  English 
market. 

Hops  which  are  cultivated  in  some  parts  of  the  island  of  Funen 
have  this  year  given  a  very  large  return  of  a  finer  quidity  than  in  the 
preyious  fifl^een  years. 

Co-operative  Societies  for  the  importation  of  manures  and  fodder  are 
becoming  more  general  among  the  smaller  farmers.  I  give  a  statement 
of  one  such  society  formed  in  Laaland-Falster,  numbering  538  memberSy 
with  an  acreage  of  45,321  tender  land.*  The  consumption  for  twelve 
months  was:— 

MAiruBii. 

Lbs. 

Saperphosphates        1,106,782 

Pemgnano      ..         .. 97,881 

Fishgnano •.         ..  2,800 

Total  1,206,818 

FoDDBB  SruriB. 

Lbfc 

Linseed  calces 88,000 

Palm  cakes 861,680 

Bape-seed  cakes 884,200 

Total 728,780 

During  the  ten  years,  1860-69  the  average  price  of  farm  land  ia 
Denmark  was  2,289  rix-dol.  per  tonde  hartkorn,  in  1869,  2,664  rix-dol.; 
and  in  1875,  3,843  rix-dol. ;  thus  showing  an  increase  of  value  during 
the  last  six  years  of  44  per  cent. 

Doubtless  the  rise  in  the  value  of  land  must,  in  some  measure,  be 
ascribed  to  a  fall    n  the  value  of  the  precious  metals,  which  by 

*  A  :nde  and  is  equal  to  1*868  English  acres. 
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competent  aiitborities  ie  computed  to  be  about   16  per  cent. ;  tiie 
actual  lise  in  value  is,  however,  still  considerable. 

This  increase  is,  I  believe,  mainly  owing  to  tlie  large  amount  ot* 
capital  sunk  in  landed  properties  during  the  period  in  question,  and  to 
the  introduction  and  ready  application  by  tho  Danisb  farmers  of  new 
improvements  in  machinery  and  methods  successfully  employed  in  otbcr 
countries. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  how  much  capital  has  thus  been  employed, 
but  a  single  fact  will  suffice  to  show  that  it  must  be  considerable,  ani. 
that  is,  that  during  the  five  years,  186C-71,  an.  area  of  waste  lands, 
nuxnv,  kkefl  and  strands,  «<)iial  to  the  whole  of  the  island  of  LoUand, 
fatts  been  reclaimed  and  brought  under  culture ;  and,  as  a  further  proof 
of  the  rapidity  'with  which  the  agricultural  development  of  this  country 
is  progiesaing,  I  may  mention  that  in  1871  the  area  of  drained  land 
was  double  as  great  as  it  was  in  1866,  and  six  times  greater  than 
in  1861. 

There  is  ample  room  for  further  improvement,  and  the  Danes^  fully 
alive  to  the  fact  that  their  position,  soil,  and  climate  are.aliiie  favourable, 
continue  to  devote  their  capital  and  energies  to  the  development  of 
agriculture,  which,  combined  with  their  excellent  increftsing  and  well 
managed  mercantile  marine,  forms  their  safest  and  surest  road  to 
healthy  national  prosperity. 

Their  increasing  importance  as  exporters  of  agricultural  produce 
will  best  be  seen  by  the  following  figures,  which  show  the  steadily 
increasing  value  of  it. 

The  value  of  Denmark's  available  surplus  of  agricultural  produce 
was  in — 

Kronor. 

1865-66        63.400,000 

1866-67 «8^00,OW 

1867-68 61,«00,0W 

ia66-^ ^300,000 

1869-70 :  ..  ..        60,400.000 

1870-71        B1,«00,000 

1871-72 Bl,100,e60 

1872-78 97,800,060 

1873-74 100,100,000 

1874 108,200,000 

I  mentioned  that  the  tendency  of  the  farmers  now  was  to  grow  less 
cereals  and  to  breed  more  live  stock.  The  following  comparative 
statement  of  figures  will  corroborate  this  remark. 

The  value  of  the  export  of  the  surplus  was :  — 


In  1865-66 
1866-67 
1^867-68 
1888-69 
1869-70 
1870-71 
1871-72 
1872-78 
1873-74 
1874 


Grain  and 
Corn^tufft. 


Kronor. 
87,646,000 
39,228,000 
88,668,000 
31,748,000 
35,876,060 
46,103.000 
i64 17,000 
49,687,000 
33,786,000 
29,971,000 


Live  Stock. 


Kponor. 

12,211,000 
17,311,000 
13,212,000 
12,620,000 
11,716,000 
17,861,900 
20,668,0^ 
28,558,000 
89,911,000 
39,404,000 


Meat,  Batter, 

and  Animal 

Produce. 


Kronor. 
13,660,000 
11,781^000 
9,996,000 
-Sj^Zl.QOO 
18,279,000 
ltVBSS,000 
14,063,000 
18»89et000 
26,412,000 
38,777,000 
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ThttB,  whereas  the  export  of  grain  and  its  preparations  has  during 
the  last  five  years  fallen  from  46,000,000  kronor  to  30,000,000  kronor, 
the  export  of  animal  produce  has  doubled  itself,  and  the  rise  in  the 
value  of  land  mentioned  above  has  exactly  corresponded  with  this 
transition  in  the  nature  of  the  exports,  seeming  to  provB  that  the  two 
facts  are  in  intimate  conoexion. 

Cattle  JPh^ue,  Sfc, — Foot  and  MouA  Disease. — ^The  country  has  been 
entirely  exempt  from  c»ittle  plague  for  years,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
energetic  measures  taken  by  tne  Government  to  prevent  its  introduc- 
tion from  abroad. 

Foot  and  mouth  disease  has  doubtless  shown  itself  at  rare  intervals 
-among  cattle  shipped  to  England,  but  every  precaution  has  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Besides  the  laws  in  force  for  its   prevention,  a  supplementary 

•circular  was  issued  last  October,  containing  stringent  rules  for  its 

further  prevention,  and  a  fresh  enactment  of  the  same  tenor  is  now 

under  discussion  in  the  chambers  with  a  view  to  enforce  further 

vi^lanoe. 

The  resolution,  therefore,  which  was  carried  at  the  meeting  of  the 
British  chamber  of  agriculture  in  November  last,  recommending  iHne 
Government  to  order  all  cattle  brought  to  England  to  be  slaugtrtered 
on  the  place  of  disembarkment,  would,  if  carried  into  eflfect,  be  aTiolent 
blow  to  the  Danish  cattle  trade. 

The  rainfall  is  of  more  importance  to  agriculture  than  the  heat  of 
summer,  for  even  the  coldest  summer,  that  of  1840,  for  instance,  was 
sufficiently  warm  to  ripen  the  ^grain.  In  1860  the  Eoyal  Agricultural 
Society  established  nine  stations  in  this  country,  which  were  but 
slightly  increased  in  number  up  to  1873,  in  which  jear  the  Dimish 
Meteorologiciil  Institution  commenced  working,  when  the  number  of 
stations  was  augmented.    Xrast  }ear  they  amounted  to  121. 

The  results  of  the  observations  are  now  published  every  month. 

According  to  these,  the  rainfall  for  the  three  summer  months  of  tho 
years  1874  and  1875,  was : — 


AveittgefortiM 
wLole  couatij. 

Jutland. 

The  Islands. 

In  1874 
1876 

MUlimetrea. 
173 

158 

Mjllimetres. 
192 
150 

MillimetrcB. 
154 
167 

The  mean  tMnperatnre  of  the  summer  1875  was  13  degrees  ibr  the 
whole  ooamtry  (84  stations),  for  Copenhagen  13*3  (normal  13'^) ;  th» 
highest  inean  temperature  was  obfler\'ed  at  Nakskov  on  Lnaland  (14'd$ 
and  the  lowest  at  Westwig  in  Jutknd  (12*3). 

P0PT7Li3I0N   AJTD   Tin)TJSTBIES. 

Altfaough  ^M  ahief  pursuit  of  the  people  of  this  country  is  agrical- 
ture,  more  than  three-fourths  of  its  pofmlation  being  agriouUnrists,  y^t 
40  my  be  supposed  iwm  its  situation,  sorrounded  on  idmoot  every  side 
by  water, »  cwamdartlble  number  of  ixm  inhabitaatfl  find  oocupn^ion  in 
theAshexy* 

The  extensive  coasts  and  small  rivers  oifer^ood  hanste  «nd  fareedimg 
places  for  the  fish^  hence  they  are  abundant  and  of  many  varieties. 

The  greater  portion  t)f  ^e  catch  is  consumed  in  the  country,  and  of 
the  remainder  Sweden  and  Germany  take  a  large  portion. 
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The  increased  exports  of  late  years  which  have  given  very  good 
returns,  have  caused  the  fishermen  to  exert  themselves  to  obtam  as 
much  as  possible  from  their  waters,  and  tbej  have  adopted  whatever 
methods  of  fishing  and  gear  were  likely  to  further  their  object. 

The  Qerman  and  English  who  annually  come  into  Danish  waters 
to  fish,  were  the  first  to  commence  the  use  of  trawls,  and  the  DaneSy 
although  believing  these  nets  to  be  destructive  to  the  spawn,  never- 
theless thought  they  might  as  well  use  them  rather  than  l^t  foreigners 
take  all  the  profits  awav. 

The  Government,  however,  fearing  the  trawl-fishery  might  totally 
ruin  the  fisheries,  appointed  a  commission  to  investigate  and  report  on 
the  present  mode  of  fishing,  and  the  result  has  been  that  the  commis^ 
sioners  have  advised  certain  restrictions  in  the  use  of  the  present 
fishing  gear,  and  a  bill  is  now  under  discussion  in  the  Eigsdag  giving 
force  to  their  suggestion. 

Much  opposition  is  made  to  the  bill,  and  the  Government  has  been 
petitioned  to  modify  the  impending  restrictions. 

Two  laws  having  a  direct  influence  on  the  trade  are  now  under  dis- 
cussion  in  the  Danish  Eigsdag,  and  will  doubtless  be  passed.  The  one 
relieves  salt  imported  for  soda  manufacture  from  the  present  duty  of 
Id.  per  lb.  The  other  reduces  the  duty  on  sugar  (loaf  and  pulverized) 
from  13-64  ore  (l'67d.)  to  12  5  ore  per  lb. 

Manufactured  soda,  which  is  duty  free,  has  hitherto  been  imported 
in  large  quantities,  as  much  as  8,250,000  lbs.  being  the  import  from 
England  alone,  chiefly  from  Newcastleon-Tyne. 

The  release  of  salt  therefore,  by  helping  the  home  manufactory,  is 
likely  to  diminish  the  English  trade  witn  Denmark  in  that  article.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  presumable  increased  export  of  salt  may  compensate 
to  some  extent  the  expected  falling  off*  on  that  of  soda. 

The  total  import  of  rough  salt  into  Denmark  is  about  35,500,000  lbs. 
annually,  of  these  Great  Britain  supplied  about  25,000,000  lbs. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  here  that  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment, owing  to  the  depressed  state  of  the  colonial  sugar  trade  at 
Saint  Croix,  and  the  yearlv  increasing  insolvency  of  the  sugar  growers, 
have  asked  the  present  Eigsdag  to  empower  them  to  use  5,000,000 
kroner  for  the  benefit  of  this  trade,  2,500,000  of  which  it  is  proposed  to 
apply  in  the  formation  of  a  co-operative  sugar  boilery,  and  2,500,000  in 
establishing  a  loan  bank  for  the  planters. 

A  short  law  has  just  been  passed  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
potatoes  from  America. 

Public  Wobks. 

The  railways  were  the  last  year  increased  by  the  completion  of  the 
Holtsbroe-Eingkjobing  line,  opened  31st  March,  and  the  Eingkjobing- 
Varde  line,  opened  7th  August,  which  completed  the  through  line 
on  the  west  coast  of  Jutland.  On  the  1st  May  the  branch  line  to  Elbe 
was  opened.  The  total  length  of  Danish  railway  was  at  the  end  of 
1875  165*05  Danish  miles,  of  which  107*10  miles*  are  Government 
railways  (96*62  miles  in  Jutland,  and  10-48  in  Funen),  45*95  miles 
belonged  to  the  Zealand  Eailway  Company,  and  11*50  miles  to  the 
Laaland-Falster  Eailway  Company. 

The  Government  railways  for  the  financial  year  1874-5  have  given 
the  best  returns  hitherto  obtained,  viz.,  18,006  kronor  per  Danish 
mile  of  railway,  against  13,336  and  14,144  kronor  per  mile  reepectively 
for  the  two  preceding  years. 

•  One  Danish  mile  is  12,000  Danish  ells.    One  Danish  ell  2*0594  feet^Snglish. 
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Both  passenger  and  goods  traffic  have  increased,  the  former  about 
10  per  cent,  and  the  latter  about  3|  per  cent. 

The  total  net  proceeds  was  1,370,000  kroner,  or  2^  per  cent,  of  the 
invested  capital,  about  60,670,000  kroner. 

Telegraphi, — The  total  length  of  telegraph  lines  in  Denmark  was  at 
the  end  of  1874  368*56  geographical  miles,  and  of  wire  1,03855  miles, 
beine  an  increase  upon  the  year  of  respectively  25*36  and  88*89  miles. 

The  number  of  stations  was  at  the  same  time  IIJ ,  or  an  increase  of 
103  upon  the  year. 

Coinage. — The  gold  standard  was  introduced  on  the  1st  January, 
1875,  and  gold  pieces  of  the  value  of  20  and  10  kroner  put  into  circu- 
lation. The  old  dollars,  marks,  and  skillings  have  been  replaced  by  a 
decimal  coinage  of  the  silver  kone  (1«.  l^i.),  divided  into  100  ore. 

So  well  has  this  been  done,  that  at  the  present  date  the  old  coins^ 
have  entirely  disappeared  from  circulation. 

Obeeklaki). 

The  extent  and  nature  of  the  principal  articles  imported  from 
Greenland  to  Copenhagen  in  the  calendar  year  1875,  was  as  follows : — 

TrtUn  Oil, — Imports,  about  9,400  barrels,  or  about  600  barrels  less 
than  the  previous  year.  The  prices  were  in  May  60  kronor,  and  in 
October  64  kronor  per  barrel. 

Seal  Skins. — Imports,  about  24,400  skins,  or  about  12,000  less  than 
in  1874.  The  prices  were  in  March,  for  first,  seconds,  and  thirds,  from 
8*35  kronor  to  1*45  kronor,  and  in  November  from  3*50  kronor  to 
I'lO  kronor. 

Foa  Skins. — ^Imports,  about  2,900  skins,  or  about  2,200  less  than  in 
1874.  Prices  in  March  ranched  from  53*50  kronor  down  to  4*60  kronor, 
and  in  November  from  55*50  kronor  to  10  kronor,  according  to  quality, 
for  blue  skins.  White  skins  obtained  in  March  from  8*20  kronor  to 
1*90  kronor,  and  in  November  from  8*35  kronor  to  2*30  kronor. 

Mder  Down, — ^Imports,  about  480  lbs.  Danish,  or  about  270  lbs.  less 
than  in  1874.  The  prices  were  from  21  kronor  to  22  kronor  per  lb. 
The  winter  1874-75  was  very  severe  and  variable,  January  and  Feb- 
ruary at  Iviktut  were  very  cold,  and  March  unusually  so,  its  middle 
temperature  having  been  equal  to  that  of  Gbdthaab,  which  lies  three 
degrees  further  north.  April  was  very  variable ;  on  the  7th  the  ther- 
mometer was  still  at  18^  (Beamur),  and  gradually  declined  until  the  12th 
when  the  frost  ceased,  on  the  23rd  of  the  same  month  the  thermometer 
showed  16j^^  of  warmth.  The  ice  was  throughout  the  winter  very 
strong ;  at  the  end  of  April  the  ^'  Fjords  "  were  still  frozen  up,  and  the 
^  great  ice  "  filled  the  straits  up  to  45^  west  longitude. 

The  "  great  ice  "  appeared  already  in  November,  whereas  it  does  not 
generally  come  to  the  i)avis  Strait  until  the  latter  end  of  February. 

The  ice  blockade  on  the  South  G-reenland  coast  was  as  extensive  as 
that  on  the  Ncnrth  American  Atlantic  coast  in  1870,  which  was  unusu- 
ally severe. 

Oryolite. — ^The  exportation  of  this  mineral  is  increasing  yearly,  and 
amounts  now  to  about  30,000  tons  per  annum 

Geological  Explorations, — A  ^ant  of  50,000  kronor  has  been  asked 
of  the  Bigsdas  this  year  by  the  ministry,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
the  nature  and  economical  value  of  the  minerals  of  Greenland. 

lOBLAJri). 

The  extent  and  nature  of  the  principal  articles  imported  firom 
Iceland  to  Copenhagea  in  the  calendar  year  1875  was  as  follows : — 
[620J  4  I 
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JTooZ.— Imports,  about  895,000  Ihs^  or  dboat  6&»000.1ba.  ]am  than 
in  1874.  The  prospects  for  the  woA  toade  wera  not  TOiy  pDomiBnig'in 
the  Bpring  of  the  year,  but  ia  May  and  Jane  a  ohaagB  for  ^e  better 
took  place,  and  several  cargoes  were  sold  to  England  for  dneot  iddH/nuj 
at  If.  L^.  to  1a,  dd,  per  lb.,  at  the  satne  time  prices  obtained  at  Oq^u- 
hagen  were  about  370  kronor  per  320  lbs.  DaiuBh.  Qn  ;tfae  acnval  «f 
the  cargoes  prices  had  declined,  and  parcels  still  unsold  were  sealiiai 
at  prices  ranging  from  34B  kronor  to  804  kronor  per  820  Iba. 

Train  Ou, — Arrivals,  about  9,600  barrels,  or  about  500  bands  lam 
than  in  1874.  The  first  small  arrivals  in  April  and  Kay  were  sold 
ex-ship  at  54  to  54^  kroner  per  barrel.  At  the  close  (tf  Kay,  when  the 
news  of  the  unusual  large  cod  fishery  in  Norway  reached  CvpenhageDy 
the  prices  gave  way  axid  remained  as  low  as  48  knonor  to  SOkaRMr 
during  the  summer  months,  but  in  September  and  the  ioUowiig  mantha 
prices  rose  again  gradually,  and  ran  as  high  aa  56  kcoBor  per  baml 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Clip  -FwA.— Arrivals,  about  2,2UOj0OO  lbs.  Danish,  or  about 
488,000  lbs.  less  than  in  1874.  The  export  of  clip  fish  from  Iceland 
diiaeet  to  Spain  iaestnaated  to  about  6,06O|O9d' lbs.  Danirii.  Tfae^rat 
oargo  sold  to  Spain  obtained  60  raartoi  per  399  lbs.  Banish,  bntr  when 
tdie  news  of  the  Norwegian'  cod  fishery  peached  that  place,  prioea 
iCFcedad  in  June'  and  Juiy  to  ^  to  48  msrks  free  on  boaid  in  Bseland. 
Owing  to  large  sales  to  Englaud  early  in  the  summer  at  prices  finom 
17X  to  19L  per  iton,  the  principal  arrivals  in  Oopeidiagen  did  ncrtr  reach 
this  port  until  i^eut  the  close  of  September,  and  reused  from  45  to 
55  kixmor  per  820  lbs.,  ao«ording  to  quaHty. 

Flat  ^wA.— Imports,  about  256,000  lbs.  Danish,  or  about  26,000  Iba. 
less  than  in  1674.  Prices  ranged  from  70  to  75  kronor  per  3B0  Uuu 
Smail  fiat  fifh  obtaiDed  44  to  48  kronor. 

adt  Xan^.— Importa^  about  5^500  borreb,  or  about  IDO  burria 
mora  than  in  1874.  The  news  of  the  volosDic  eraption,  and  the  oonae- 
quent  fall  of  ashes  which  would  injure  t^  pastures,  gave  Teoson  to 
believe  that  an  unusually  large  number  of  sheep  would  be  riaugfatered 
in  the  autumn.  Tne  prices  at  wiiich  sales  were  efieoted  in  Auguat- 
September  fi)r  forward  delivaiYwere  45  to  4B  kronor  per  barrel  of 
224  lbs.  Banieh  net,  bat  in  (Jctober-]!9<>yember  prices  rose  again  to 
50  to  51  knmor,  4nid  one  cargo  whieh  amiyed  in  Deoember  fitcfed 
54  kronor. 

2b;/aar.— Axrivafts,  abant  dWjOOO  Iba.  Dfimish,or  about  36,DMnii. 
laia  tfaan  in  1874.  Prioea  remained  at  n^  to  99|-  ore  per  lb.  nodfl 
about  September,  witeu^rise  took  piaee  and  drove  prices  aa  Mgh  as 
40  one,  but  at  tftie  obse  et  the  year  th^  had  agmn  receded  to  abofvfc 
37^  ore. 

Salted  Sheep  Slam — ^Impoitts,  about  12,'SDO  bundles,  or  about' 
1,GOO'  bundles  lees  than  in  1874.  Frioes  ranged  from  5^50  ksooorto 
5*80  knmor  per  bundle  (2  in  each  bundle): 

Mder  Bovnu — ^Impofts,  about  7;7O0  Ibsi,  or  abeut  M9  Hw.  more 
than  in  1874.     Prices  ranged  between  20  and  22  kronor  per  lb. 

The  wintm*  ld7'4-75>in  Ibeiand  waa  very  mild,  witii  ocmtinud  aotfUi- 
east  and  southerly  winds  ;  the>8pring  a^o  waa  mild. 

The  first  legi^atuie,  '^  Ailting,"  convened  under  tiie  newcmwtiMaon 
given,  to  Iceland  in  1874^  asaemhled  on  the  let  day  of  Jnfy,  and  aat  for 
eight  weeks,  during  which  time  a  number  of  new  laws  were  paMed,  but 
nearly  all  of  an  administrative  character. 

Several  t  mes  during  the  year  grestTolcanic  eruptiona  broke  out  in 
the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the  island,  oauaing  much  damaga  to 
the  poor  farmer  j.  Sixteen,  er  according  to  same  acoouuta^  twenty,  nOM 
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-were  totally  destroyed,  and  at  some  places  the  hay  crop  was  redaced  to 
half  or  one  third  of  an  average  year.  In  spite  of  the  aid  sent,  both 
from  Denmark  and  England,  farmers  in  parts  visited  by  the  disaster  will 
have  to  reduce  their  live  stock  by  about  one-third.  The  aid  sent  to 
the  sufferers  was  timely  and  beneficiBl. 

The  English  supplies  brought  out  by  steamer  were  naturally  insuf- 
£oifiiit  to  keep  6,000  skeep  aUve;  the  Boj^h,  however,  bov^ht  400 
sheep  at  higher  price  tham  «oidd  ha/ns  hentn  obtained  if  they  had  been 
slaughtered  at  home. 

The  scab,  that  scourge  of  the  island,  also  taused  i»uch  auiietj.  It 
spread  at  one  time  so  rapidly  that  it  was  proposed  to  kUl  itU  1ilil»  she^ 
in  the  island  affected  by  it,  bat  the  timely  pveca«AioBS  ^ken  by  the 
Oovemment  luckily  obviated  a  Tecourse  to  this  destructive  aitemati^. 

An  English  company  with  a  capital  of  25,0002.  in  6i.  A^en/a  has 
been  formed  in  London,  &r  working  the  eztewfive  sulphur  itMn  in  the 
north  and  east  of  the  ifiland,  leased  by  the  Dami^  Government  f^  iSiftf 
years  to  a  British  subject.  An  ex|>loriQg  part^,  ineludiiig  an  Euglisk 
geologist  and  a  chemist,  visited  the  fields  last  year,  and  neperted  most 
lavourably  on  them,  stating  the  quantity  of  pute  sntffiaoe  brittRtoiie 
alone  to  exceed  12,000  tons,  and  the  samples  brought  to  Bogl&iul  hm^ 
yielded  upon  analysis  as  much  as  95  per  cent,  pare  bsioistoiie.  As  the 
producing  fumaroles  are  withim  easy  reach  of  Xaswiok,  a  good  klMi)our 
easy  of  navigation,  and  four  days  by  steatn  from  'Scotland,  the  editfpany 
ought  to  give  a  very  ^ood  returm. 

Vbuse  liihAsmB* 
The  imports  to  Copenhagen  during  the  year  1875  were  aa  folloMra : — 


In  1873  a  concession  was  granted  to  work  some  cool  beds  in  these 
ishinds  at  Trangisvaag  and  Frodebo,  which  will  be  oommeaoed  ia  th» 
<;our8e  of  the  present  year. 

Copenhageliy  February  26, 18761 


4i2 

Digitized  by  VjOOSIC 


>8' 


1170 


COPENHAGEN. 

Bepart  by  Aetiny-Oonsul  Orowe  on  ike  Trade  and  Chmmerce  qf  Denmark 
for  ike  TearM  1874-6. 

Iw  the  report  recently  transmitted  bj  Mr.  Consul  Crowe  on  the 
general  trade  of  Denmark  for  the  past  year  many  of  the  usual  tabular 
statements  of  exports,  imports,  ana  shipping  were  omitted,  owing,  as  he 
then  stated,  to  a  change  in  the  system  of  their  preparation  having  been 
adopted  by  the  Ooyemment. 

In  reports  for  preceding  years  these  tables  haye  chiefly  been  for  the 
financial  year,  thus  only  brought  up  to  the  first  quarter  of  each  year, 
and  I  regret  now  only  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  complete  tables 
up  to  the  end  of  1874,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  report  and  tabular 
statement  of  the  agricultural  movement  for  1875,  none  other  of  later 
date  havine  been  issued. 

Table  No.  I. — Imports  firom  Oreat  Britain. 

Table  No.  II.— Exports  to  Great  Britain. 

Table  No.  III. — Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

Table  No.  lY. — ^Tables  relating  to  the  Danish  Mercantile  Marine. 

Table  No.  Y. — ^Yessels  Cleared  in  and  out  of  Danish  Ports. 

Table  No.  YI.— General  Shipping  Movement  1871-76. 

Table  No.  VII. — Nationality  of  Foreign  Sail  Ships  in  and  out  of 
Danish  Ports. 

Table  No.  YIII. — Ports  of  Departure  and  Destination  of  British 
Sail  Ships. 

Table  No.  IX. — ^Export  and  Import  of  Agricultural  Produce  for 
1876. 

The  total  commercial  movement  of  Denmark,  according  to  the  statis- 
tical tables  for  1874,  amounted  to  857,700,000  lbs.  gross  weight,  valued 
at  421,900,000  kroner,  of  which  261,100,000  lbs.,  value  288,200,000 
kroner  represents  the  import,  and  966,000,000  lbs.,  value  179,700,000 
kroner  the  export. 

The  part  that  England  took  in  the  trade  of  Denmark  is  shown  by 
the  following  tables : — 

Table  No.  I.^IifPOBTS  from  Great  Britain. 


Description. 


Manures 

Drugs        

Ashes         

Bast  

Blackings 

Bleaching  powder . . 

Cotton       

Coooabeans 

Ivory  work 

Beer 

Wines,  spirits,  and  liqueurs 

Herrings,  salted    ••        •• 

Pjestuffii 

Lard  


Lbs. 


Quantity. 


14,848,199 
491,857 
185,095 
468,758 
180,816 
868,071 
151,861 
108,488 
7,169 
130,820 
168,872 
821.848 
1,177,808 
617,459 
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Deecripiion. 


ICat0,&e.   ..         

FniitB,  all  Idnds 

SeedB  aad  palm  nntB       

Fancy  goods         

Tanning  atufia 

Glaas  and  glass  wares 

Qums,  resius,  and  tan 

Hemp,  jnte,  &c 

Hops  

Earth  and  earthenware 

Barthenware  drain  pipes^  fire  bricks,  &c. 

Coffee         

BiBcnita 

Hams  and  bacon 

Wearing  apparel 

Corkwood 

Com,  all  kinds 

Cornflour,  all  kinds         

Gunpowder 


Coals  

Glue 

Candles 

Felt  for  ships'  sheathing  . 
Cotton  and  linen  twist 
Canras,  tarpaulins,  &c  . 
Woollen  goods,  all  kinds  . 
Cotton  goods^  all  kinds  . 
Metals,  raw 
Bar  and  hoop  iron. . 

Bar  steel 

Bailway  iron 

Iron  goods,  other  kinds   . 
Metala^  other  kinds 
MinenUs    •• 

Oils 

Cheese 

Packing  stuff 
Paper 

Rice 

Soap 

Sago,  tapioca,  &c  . . 

Saltpetre 

Salt 

Skin|i  and  hides    . . 

Soda  

Prepared  eatables . . 
Stones  and  slates  . . 
Hill  and  grindstones       • 
Sugar  and  molasses 
Tallow,  all  kinds  .. 

Tea 

Tobacco,  cigars,  &c. 

Bope         

Wool         

Vitriol 


Lbs. 


Pieces 
Lbs. 


Barrels 
Lbs. 


Barrels 
Lbs. 


Pieces 
Lbs. 


Quantity. 

98,168 

1,424,170 

4,889,804 

7,096 

22,945 

274.406 

146,458 

28,501 

5,220 

1,751,560 

867,840 

1,587,496 

18,858 

465,216 

11,259 

76,587 

22,898 

86,120 

6,821 

874,668 

4,898,752 

7,529 

11,986 

89,899 

6,109,296 

46,220 

754,885 

2,878,651 

26,599,257 

17,461,477 

700,041 

22,798,721 

27,777,248 

1,082,605 

58,297 

515,406 

14,750 

70,618 

57,897 

1,563,152 

28,514 

1,855,841 

192.018 

24,566,288 

825,662 

8,696,270 

29,214 

6,990,468 

18,198 

18,946,077 

10,208 

521,816 

15,405 

28,986 

55,781 

862,888 
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Table  7[o.  IL— Eipobts  to  Great  Britain. 


DeteriptiiB. 


ManqM* 
Otteohes 


B011S9         

B#er  

yfiOdfi  and  spirits 

SlMop  fiiKlilaxnji>& ^ 

Hcnet 

Cftttfe,lW« 

PlgB.Mre 

LmA  

Y«Mt 

H««r,. prepared  and  unprepiured  . . 

Hsmp,  jute,  &e 

P«kato  iour  aiui  etarch    ... 

StODti^  chiiUL  p0reelain..&c 

C««4q         

PQ4[,Bii««,  fta 

CkMDD)  all  kind» 

Comfl^ar,  all  ^nds 

CMla  

MbmalMlved  goods  of  aotton,  linen,  wool, 

ftiiQ,tc.  ..  

Motaia^iaw  

CoMia         

Bar  and  ho«p  iron 

Iron  gooda^  other  kinda 

Oiliejr,  metals         

Oils 


Ckee^        

Paiddng^0tn& 

Papec         

Suit 

Sldns^and  hidefi    . . 

Bnbter       

Sagar,  molasses,  and  treacle 
Tea 


Timber  and  wqpd . 
Wwl 


Lbs. 


Scoiw 
Lbs. 


Heals- 


Lbs. 


Barrels  . 

Lbs. 

Banreto 

Urn, 


Barrele 
Lbs. 


Cubic  •feet 
Lbs. 


QlHKilMr. 


29,98r 
l«,77f 

r,498' 
1«8,98« 

54,7C0 
&!,»# 

29,99(k 

1,061,380 
28,586,116 

2I8,3i» 

l,781i«M 

24,000' 

41,522 

401,T» 

«44>468 


60,'Wl 
64,9110' 
1MA9 

l,82«;7n 
118,47* 
58,080- 
78,881 
19,0M 
46,<M» 
40,1^1^ 

8441,87» 
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Table  No.  III.-'Showikg  the  Values  of  the  Total  Imports  and  Exports 
to  and  from  Denmark  in  1874. 


DtKiiptiatL 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Ammals,  lire  aad  slaugbtered 

lM.nU«ndtaih 

&iit,allkind»         

<fcttal8,aU  kinds 

Whm,  spirits,  md  liqueurs. . 

CsObeandsabsliiBtes 

Hoe 

Tobseoo,  cigtiB,  ice  •  •         •  • 

Fnifti^  sU  kinds        

Spices 

Coloars,  dye  stuffs,  &c 

Cotton,  flax,  and  hemp,  raw. . 
TisBoes  of  silk,  linen,  and  cotton    .. 
Wool,  raw 

Hides  and  skins,  raw  and  manu* 
^wtured      ^        ^         ..        .. 

flfcWMBS,  slates,  &c.,  raw  and  mann* 
nKsiBred 

QlMMwarea 

■etai^raw 

„      wrought 

ISMlwr  and  wood,  raw 

„               „      worked   .. 

Coals 

Petrolenm 

Other  merchandises 

Kronor. 
6,978,494 
2,894,617 
6,066,187 

22,686,489 
2,984,117 

18,766,952 
1,664,646 

11,295.539 
8,871,448 
2,622,277 
924^60 
2,416,761 
2,306,278 

21,812  607 
2,088,187 

16,818)809 

6,616,618 

7,^8,780 
2,184,428 
2,822,071 

28,100,696 

20,279,204 
2,899,251 

11,706427 
8,044,086 

82,817,704 

Kronor. 

46,420,323 

1,794,487 

45,387,068 

44,402,520 

1,707,492 

8^70,032 

015,270 

1,892,820 

433,950 

882,261 

78,410 

255,547 

238,467 

1,680,742 

8,729,907 

l,622,iee 

6,092,467 

891,046 

164;i78 

261,639 

2,224,408 

838,731 

1,476,927 

M28,167 

1,848,046 

6,506,094 

Total         

288,216,606 

n9,«S8,077 

Tatie  No.  IV. 
The  Daniah  Mercantile  Marine  in  1874  consisted  of — 


Over  Four 
Tons. 

Aggregats 
Tons. 

Sailships 

Steamers 

2,822 
186 

196,128 
29,422 

Total 

2,967 

226,646 
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Of  the  aboTe  yesselfl — 


DEinCABK. 


Belonged  to- 


Copenhagen    

Zealand  (Copenhagen  not  included) 

Moen  

Bomhohn  ••        

Falster       

Laaland 

Funen 

Langeland 

Aeroe         

Jutland 

Total 


YeBselB. 


2,957 


406 

65,4451 

447 

88,851 

29 

7291 

145 

8,6561 

44 

2,069 

111 

6,0761 

6SS 

86,0861 

114 

4,561 

812 

17,057 

796 

51,5124 

225,545 


Compared  with  the  four  previous  years  these  numbers  will  be  as 
follows : — 


Years. 


1871 
1872 
1878 
1874 
1875 


Sail  Ships. 


2,719 
2,648 
2,629 
2,728 
2,822 


Steamers. 


89 

87 

109 

128 

185 


Total 
Tonnage. 


178,646 

181,4941 

197,259 

212,600 

225,545 


In  the  abo?e  figures  are  not  included  14  steam  dredges  of  an  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of  908^  registered  tons. 

The  mercantile  marine  was  in  1875  increased  by  111  ships,  measur- 
ing 12,945  registered  tons.  Of  these  99  were  sail  ships,  measuring 
10,904  tons,  or  an  increase  upon  the  year  of  5*9  per  cent.,  and  12 
steamers  measuring  2,041  tons,  increasing  the  tonnage  by  7*5  per  cent. 

At  the  close  of  1874,  10,957  boats  of  4  registered  tons  or  less  be- 
longed to  Denmark. 

Table  No.  V. 

The  total  number  of  ships  cleared  in  and  out  of  Danish  Porta  were 
as  follows : — 


Number 

of 
Ships. 

Of  which 

were 
Steamen. 

(Soods. 

Home  trade 

Foreign  trade 

50,088 
48,258 

12,908 
11,828 

Tons. 

700,884 

1,448,894 

Total 

98,296 

24,781 

2,149,278 

The  following  detailed  statements  show  Denmark's  direct  shipping 
movements  with  foreign  countries : — 
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Table  No.  VH. 

The  nationalitj  of  foreign  sail  ships  which  cleared  in  mad  ost  of 
DMUth  pntB  was  as  Mlows : — 


Inwards. 

Oirtwarit. 

Nnmbv 

of 
Ships. 

E^gjered 

aiPpracB. 

Homber 

of 
Shipe. 

Begistered 
Tons. 

Bummgt, 

BngMi          Z       Z 

French 

Gieck ^. 

Dvteb 

Vwmgim    ^ 

Swedish         

Qerman           

HecUenbargli"       Z 

Schleswig-Holatein 

Hambargh     

Bremish         

Bussian         

6 

2T7 

18 

let 

1,989 

4,467 

Ml 
11 

999 
20 
8 

165 

8,6U 

67,001 

2,988 

661 

11,494 

lfi6,40Si 

174,026 

67V8M 
769 

26,638 

2,118 

862 

31,249 

3,084 

61,700 

2,149 

661 

8,776 

lM.ail8 

169,291 

479 

18,229 

1,481 

260 

2, 

276 

16 

2 

96 

2,088 

4,662 

801 
13 

869 

13 

1 

171 

l,72i 

66,221 

2,462 

661 

9,746 

127,641 

181^960 

789 
22,574 

899 

24H 

34,229 

'4 

l",427 
17,13^ 
f,i2 

m 
ii,6»r 

84 

1*006 

ViM 

8,9W 

666,014 

461,399 

8,962 

604,486 

tt,«9f 

Table  No.  VIII. 

TbifttaUe  ahows  to  aoad  from  what  parts  and  plaoAa  ^tia»  British  sail- 
ing ships  in  the  preae«liDg  table  were  bound. 


Inwards. 

OjtMm^tAL 

Frsfliand  to— 

number 
Ships. 

Begistered 
Tons* 

Stowage. 

Nomber 

of 
Vessels. 

Beglsteiwd 
Toaa. 

Stowage. 

Oreenlani      ^ 

Norway          « „ 

Sweden          

Bnssia...       ^       

Germany        

Pmssia          ^ 

Lnbcck  "      

Hamborgli     

Great  BrH«n 

Holland          ,„        

France 

Portogal        

Italy 

TransaUaDtk  fvrts  ... 
Baltic  ... 

10 
»6 

12 

196 

278 

620 

1,748 

lVl28 
116 

'     iV»« 

46,247 

82 

190 

1,49C 

220 

3,629 

196 

278 

*828 

"468 
87 

1,1*61 

48,248 

82 

168 

1,410 

220 

8,629 

"l*3 
28 
63 

"ie 

1 
1 

"89 

1 

"*1 
122 

3,986 
12,299 

26« 

6,(i6« 
208 

*821 

26,906 

"*88 
168 

*'*  4 
"864 

"292 

... 

Totol 

2n 

67,001 

61,700 

276 

66,221 

1,401 

AOBICVLTITBE. 

The  export  of  agricnitciral  produoe  fbr  1875  shows  a  reiy  satisfac- 
tory increase  on  that  of  the  pvecediug  year. 

The  HKpovt  of  cattle  ka»  gf  eatly  advanced.  In  1875  97,1M  head  of 
cattle  ami  6,S19  calves  mere  eiqi^oitad  and  only  15,700  impoitedl;  show- 
ing an  eseeas  of  abont  96^000  head  Against  64,000  in  1874s  and  by 
ti£ing  the  ayerage  of  the  eight  preceding  years,  riz.,  42,600  he»d,  then 
tbisiSpid  iaegease  im  tlie  oapert  asstitt  MOie  npynneati 

Sheep  and  lambs  likewise  show  a  rery  lar^  increase  in  the  ezpoBt, 
71,400  head  being  exported  and  only  9,600  imported.  In  1874  the 
excess  of  export  orar  iftpoci  waa  omy  19^000  kmi,  aad  still  less  in 
the  years  preceding. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1178 


BEinCABK. 


The  exports  of  pigs,  though  large,  was  less  than  in  1874.  In  1875, 
166,500  were  exported  and  10,500  imported;  in  1874, 195,000  exported 
and  9,100  imported. 

The  export  of  horses  was  rery  small,  and  shows  a  decrease  on  the 
years  preceding  1874. 

The  importation  of  natural  manure  has  fallen  off  by  nearly  one-half, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  diminution  in  the  use  of  guano. 

The  import  of  oilcake  shows  a  good  increase. 

The  export  of  cereals  for  1875,  after  deducting  the  import,  gives  a 
total  of  1,860,000  barrels,  being  an  increase  of  150,000  barrels  on  1874, 
but  nearly  1,000,000  barrels  less  than  the  exports  of  the  eight  former 
years. 

The  export  of  butter  in  1875  is  about  15,000  barrels  less  than  in 
1874,  but  at  the  same  time  more  than  double  the  export  of  the  eight 
preceding  years. 

I  here  give  a  table  showing  the  export  and  import  of  all  agricultaral 
produce  for  Denmark  during  the  year  1875 : — 

Table  No.  IX. 


ArticlM. 


Manares^ 

Kataral     . . 

Ifanofaciiired 
OUtake       .. 
Lire  cattle — 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Hones 

Oxen  and  cows 

Calves 

Pigs 
Flaxseed 
Bapeseed 
CloTerseed  .. 
Qrassseed 
Potatoes 
Pork  .. 
Meat.. 
Bnckwheat    . . 
Barley 
Peas  .. 
Oats  .. 
Wheat 
Malt  .. 
lUe    .. 
Vetches 
Floor  and  grit  of — 

Bnckwheat 

Barley 

Wheat 

Bye.. 
Totd  ground  com 
Total  ground  and  ongronnd 

com  •• 

Batter 
Wool.. 
Cheese         •• 


Lbs. 


Head 
>» 

M 

Bmelfl 
Lbs. 

w 

BarrelB 
Lbs. 

Barrels 


Lbs. 


Barrels 


Lbs: 


Exports. 


772,642 
7,«11,661 
9,207,291 

71,893 

6,601 

97,164 

6,819 

166,669 

1,668 

786 

888,966 

628,616 

8,681 

10,186,889 

2,674,873 

876 

1,019,826 

16,272 

284,867 

402,461 

8,898 

257,243 

1,217 

123,000 

9,327,567 

79,088,124 

2],361,861 

649,903 

2,640,061 

120,247 

8,682,662 

91,766 


Imports. 


16,601,067 
16,583,895 
27,669,784 

6,627 

2,987 

15,669 

78 

10,018 

84,647 

27,653 

4,627,977 

922,496 

83,197 

691,628 

1,243,189 

14,027 

46,766 

10,074 

46,924 

117,603 

10,743 

387,663 

323 

1,090,000 

651,000 

697,000 

68,000 

10,263 

679,836 

16,848 

1,376,399 

1,070,746 


Hie  amoimts  are  given  in  Danish  measure : — 

1  Danish  lb.        -•  1*1023  lbs.  avoirdnpois. 

1  Danish  bairel  *  3*8270  bushels,  or  0.4784  quarten. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COFIKHAOSIT.  1179 

QsEElTLUn). 

The  reports  receiyed  from  Greenland  for  the  year  1874-75  show 
tiie  weather  to  hare  been  of  a  somewhat  abnormal  character,  inasmuch 
as  the  autumn  of  1874  proved  comparativelj  cold  and  the  winter 
unusuallj  mild;  the  actual  winter  cold  only  appearing  towards  the 
n^ng.  In  North  G-reenland  the  cold  weather  set  in  in  September,  in 
South  Greenland  in  October,  continuing  to  the  end  of  Noyember,  when 
mild  weather  commenced  lasting  till  the  beginning  of  March,  when 
seyere  cold  set  in  and  lasted  well  into  April  The  greatest  cold 
registered  during  this  period  in  the  various  districts  being  as  follows  : 
Julianehaab,  22''  £.;  Erederiksbaab,  Id'*  B.;  Oodthaab,  2^  E.;  the 
Sugar-loaf  (Sukkertoppen),  25^  B. ;  and  in  several  places  in  North 
Greenland,  30"*  R 

During  the  sprint  and  summer  the  weather,  as  a  rule,  was  cold 
and  raw,  heavy  gales  oeing  of  frequent  occurrence. 

The  so  call^  west  ice  remained  fast  during  a  greater  part  of  the 
autumn  along  the  coasts  of  North  Greenland.  The  fixed  ice  in  North 
Greenland  began  first  to  form  in  January,  but  afterwards  remained 
intact  for  a  long  time,  only  breaking  up  in  the  smaller  waters  as  late  as 
July. 

The  large  ice  field  formed  this  winter  along  the  coasts  of  South 
Greenland,  from  the  south  a  long  way  to  the  northward  of  Godthaab,  and 
remained  impenetrable,  first  commencing  to  break  up  in  the  beginning 
of  April,  which  has  hardly  ever  occurred  within  the  memory  of  man. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  the  waters  from  Godthaab  to  the 
northward  were  entirely  free  of  ice,  but  to  the  southward  the  field  ice 
remained  in  large  quantities,  ereatly  hindering  intercommunication. 

The  seal  fishery  proved  a  fauure,  except  in  the  district  of  Julianehaab, 
and  for  a  short  period  in  the  north  at  Umanak. 

The  other  fisheries,  however,  gave  very  good  returns,  especially  the 
cod  and  whitefish.  In  some  places,  notably  around  JacoDshaven,  a 
large  quantity  of  sharks  and  halibut  were  caught. 

During  the  winter  an  unusuaU^^  large  quantity  of  sea  fowl  appeared, 
especially  auks  and  eider  duck,  rtarmigan  were  very  scarce,  and  but 
a  very  few  seen. 

llie  whale  fishery  at  Holsteinborg  gave  no  return.  A  good  many 
whales  were  seen,  but  the  large  amount  of  ice  prevented  their  beiog 
caught. 

At  Frederikshaab  a  few  of  the  small  Greenland  whale  were  caught, 
returning  in  all  about  100  barrels  of  oil. 

The  take  of  foxes  in  the  autumn  appeared  promising,  but  soon  fell 
oiT,  owing  to  the  mild  weather  setting  in. 

The  reindeer  hunting  gave  a  very  small  return. 

With  the  winter  ice,  an  unusually  large  amount  of  bears  appeared, 
and  a  creat  number  were  killed  by  the  native^. 

Sickness  amongst  the  sledge  dogs  showed  itself  in  several  places  in 
the  districts  of  Upemavik,  Bitenbenk,  and  Ghriotianshaab ;  it  is  said 
to  have  oric^nated  in  this  latter  place  from  the  bite  of  mad  wolves. 
The  illness,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be  of  a  very  serious  nature. 

The  return  of  blubber  and  liver  in  North  Greenland  was  7,175 
barrels,  and  in  Soui?h  Greenland  5,454  barrels,  which  together  is  above 
the  average  of  preceding  years. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  very  satisfactory, 
no  illness  of  a  dangerous  nature  having  shown  itself. 

The  total  number  of  inhabitants  at  the  close  of  1874  amounted  to 
9,627  (4,507  men  and  5,120  women),  showing  an  increase  during  the 
year  of  62  males  and  52  females. 
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The  unsteady  and  changeable  weather  caused  a  great  number  of 
iives  to  be  lost ;  twenty-nine  perished  by  accidents  during  the  year,  of 
which  tweaty  were  drowned  im  ihi&a  ktyiks. 

Erom  an  ecoaemioal  point  at  view,  the  ycm  1974^-75  waa  sat  a 
favourable  one,  especially  fbr  the  inhabitants  at  Fiederikahaab  and 
iuround  Diaeo.  By  the  aid  of  the  winlier  pnmaioiis  stoMd,  aad  fotd 
return  of  the  fisheries  and  wild  fowl  shooting,  th«  nativee  managed  to 
pull  through  the  winter  without  suffetinff  any  acfloal  want,  in  sefonil 
places  the  population  were  forced  to  sees  the  aid  oi  ihe  mutfawitiea  to 
a  rather  lai^  extent. 

M  The  nine  vessels  belon^g  to  the  Gbeenland  Tfadhig  OmfOKf 
were  fortunate  and  reg:ular  in  Idieir  vof^tgeu  notwithstanding  ikse  haaty 
gales  and  large  quantities  of  ice.  Only  one  of  their  sanA  hiaajpaalii 
was  stranded  ana  dashed  to  pieces  in  Waigat  Straits  dumig  a  heafj 
gaW,  but  no  lives  lost. 

•  In  1875,  33  cargoes  of  cryc^ite,  in  all  6B4ir  cutte  fkilMiiB^  mmm 
Ahifpad  from  the  mines  at  Ivigtoui.    The  number  ef  hrbemtts  aaiplpj^ed 
^t  theae  mines  during  the  suammt  "was  186  ;  tlnir  aamtary  ean  "" 
was  not  good,  sav^ual  gaateic  eaaea  having  aeenned  aioag  tbem. 

Copenhagen,  May  18, 1876. 
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E&YPT. 

StJEZ, 

Mepori  hy  Oontul  West  on  the  Trtide^  Cbmmuree,  and  JNmvigation  of  Suez 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

The  trade  of  Suez  has  offered  no  suli^ot  f»r  special  cotninent  durmg 
the  past  year.  The  increase  is  but  slight  over  that  of  the  prerious 
twelve  months  ended  9th  September,  1S74,  and  beacs  chiefly  on  the 
imports  from  Austria,  Italy,  and  tiie  Bed  8eft  ports^  those  from  Europe 
consisting  chiefly  of  edible  storee  and  wine. 

The  trade  between  the  other  ports  Bf  the  Eed  Bea  and  Europe 
seems,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  increasing  steadily,  and  more  markemy 
so  with  England,  but  as  this  traffic  passes  through  the  canal,  no  record 
being  taken  of  it  at  Suez,  it  woold  be  impossiole  to  arrive  at  a  just 
estimate  of  its  extent. 

The  relaxation  of  quarantine  restrictiDBB  allowed  vessels  carrying 
pilgrims,  after  h&ving  undergone  a  period  of  five  days  f  uarantine  at  El 
Wedge,  to  pass  freely  into  the  canal,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
prospect  of  being  free  from  sueh  huulrance  may  cause  a  further 
development  of  trade  of  the  Bed  Bea  in  the  course  of  the  current  year 
of  1876. 

The  movement  by  rail  baa  been  lately  almart  exclusively  confined, 
between  this  and  Cairo,  to  thecenwyanoe  ef  treops,  carriage,  provisions, 
and  war  material  for  shipment  to  the  ports  at  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  Eed  Bea. 

The  quantity  of  coals  landed  at  Buez  in  t^e  oourseof  the  year  1875 
was  rather  less  than  that  recsived  in  1874,  not  having  exceeded  18,000 
tons.  The  ^readv  increased  number  of  Egyptian  steamers  now  in  these 
waters  has  already  called  fbr  an  increased  supply,  whieh  is  daily  being 
.met  by  vessels  psoceediiig  eastwards  through  ttie  canal. 
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SHiPFnre  akd  Navigation. 

The  only  0oriou«  casualty  in  the  Bed  Sea  recorded  in  the  concnihite 
at  Suez  in  the  course  of  the  year  1875,  was  the  strandm^  on  the  Parkin 
Bock,  Hamish  Island,  on  the  Ist  daj  of  October,  and  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  steamer  '*  Medina,"  of  Singajjore.  The  passengers  in  all 
numbering  550  were  taken  to  Jedda,  which  was  their  desl^ation,  in 
the  British  steamer  "Timor,"  and  the  crew,  when  the  ship  was 
abandoned,  were  conveyed  to  Suez  in  the  Dutch  steam  ship  "  Vorwartz." 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  and  classification  of  the 
vessels  reported  in  this  consulate  in  the  year  1875,  showing  a  slight 
increase  on  the  number  of  vessels  so  reported  in  the  year  1874. 


Britiflh  steamers  canryisg  Her  Miyesty's 
mails 

BriUsh  steamers  trading  between  Suez 
and  the  Bed  Sea  porta 

British  eteamers  delirering  coalB  at  Saez. . 

British  steamers  detained  at  Suez  for 
repairs 

Total       


Number  of 
Ships. 


160 

64 
18 


241 


Tonnage. 


271,058 

'  65,882 
11,240 

5,881 


858,511 


Crews. 


21,788 

8,231 
832 

180 


25,426 


I  further  inclose  in  the  prescribed  form  the  annual  return'  of  the 
direct  and  indirect  carrying  trade. 


[620] 
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Agbioctltitbe. 

The  attempt  to  bring  land  under  cultivation  in  the  environa  of  Suez 
ia  still  persisted  ia  by  a  few  of  the  native  residents,  none  but  the 
wealthy,  however,  can  continue  to  do  this,  as  the  tax  levied  on  the 
reclaimed  land  is  very  heavy,  and  it  requires  much  extra  labour  and  a 
coDsiderable  amount  manuring  to  render  it  productive. 

POPULATIOir  A»D  IimTTSTBIES. 

These  ut  Suez  afford  no  occasion  for  remarks ;  the  former  is  about 
stationary,  and  the  industry  of  the  place  is  entirely  limited  to  local 
requirements,  which  it  is  indeed  far  from  being  sulticient  to  meet. 

Public  Works. 

The  public  works  at  Suez  are  at  present  all  terminated  and  nothing 
now  is  in  contemplation.  In  the  course  of  the  year  1875  another 
lighthouse  was  erected  at  the  entrance  of  the  creek  at  El  Wedge,  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  the  iied  Sea,  where  the  quarantine  station  is 
established  for  vessels  coming  from  ports  of  the  Red  Sea  where  the 
state  of  the  public  health  is  considered  unsatisfactory,  but  beyond  this 
no  work  of  note  has  been  undertaken. 

The  operations  of  the  Suez  Canal  Company  have  continued  to 
progress  satisfactorily,  and  although  the  number  of  vessels  and  the 
amount  of  their  gross  tonnage  is  all  that  is  made  public,  wherebj  a  fair 
estimate  of  the  increase  of  the  traffic  may  be  arrived  at,  it  is  sufficient 
to  establish  that  the  amount  of  such  traffic  is  steadily  increasing,  as  the 
following  figures  will  show : — 


In  the  year  1878  the  number  of  veesels  which 
entered  the  canal  was  

In  the  year  1874  the  number  of  vessels  which 
entered  the  canal  was  

Showing  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of 

In  the  year  1876  the  number  of  vessels  which 
entered  Uie  canal  was  

Being  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of . . 


Gross 
Tonnage. 


2,085,072 

2,428,605 
848,583 

2,040,708 
512,108 


Genebal  Eemabks. 

Some  little  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  town  of  Suez  since 
the  date  of  my  last  report.  The  pilgrims  were  not  as  on  former  years 
permitted  to  take  up  their  abode  for  days  or  weeks  in  the  town, 
pitching  their  tents  in  the  open  spaces  and  thoroughfares ;  they  were, 
moreover,  more  rapidly  despatched,  which  fact  may  be  in  a  great 
measure  attributed  to  the  number  of  vessels  trading  through  the  canal 
offering  them  passages  to  Jedda  or  Yembo  at  reduced  rates.  The 
return  of  the  pilgrims  has  been  equally  successful,  and  although  vessels 
from  Jedda  or  Yembo  were  subjected  to  a  period  of  five  days  quarantine 
at  El  Wedge,  the  general  health  of  these  people  has  been  satsfaotory. 

The  expedition  of  a  large  number  of  Egyptian  troops  to  Abyssinia 
has  lately  caused  some  little  excitement,  but,  as  the  passage  of  these 
men  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  prosperity  of  the  town,  they  being 
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generallj  convejed  directly  to  tbo  dock  during  the  night  time  and 
shipped  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  the  interest  tiiey  create  is 
barely  perceptible,  and  does  not  compare  with  that  caused  by  the 
promenading  through  the  streets  of  the  six  well-trained  elenhants  which 
were  lately  presented  to  the  Khedive  by  Her  Majesty's  Indian  Gt>yem- 
ment,  and  are  still  here. 

The  French  hospital  at  Suez  continues  to  render  good  service  to  the 
British  public,  and  although  its  inmates  are  not  very  numerous,  as  many 
as  eighteen  British  subjects  (ten  of  whom,  being  members  of  either 
Her  Majesty's  military  or  naval  service,  were  admitted  at  the  request 
of  the  transport  department)  received  care  and  medical  treatment  in 
that  establisnment  m  the  course  of  the  year  ended  dOth  November, 
1876. 

Suez,  March  8, 1876. 
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FRANCE. 

ALGIEBS. 

Beport  of  a  Comular  Tour  made  by  Ideut.'CoL  Flaj/fair,  Her  Britannic 
Maje9ty*9  Cotuul-Oeneral  in  Algeria,  during  March  and  April,  1876. 

DuBiNO  the  two  last  years  I  had  visited  nearly  every  place  of 
importance  on  the  eastern  frontier  of  Algeria  from  the  desert  to  the 
sea. 

This  spring  I  was  anxious  to  supplement  my  explorations  b;^  a 
journey  in  the  re^ney  of  Tunis  itself,  a  country  rich  in  historical 
interest,  but  very  little  known  to  the  modern  traveUer.  I  was  anxious 
to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  natural  features  and  resources  of  a 
country  so  similar  now  to  what  Algeria  once  was,  and  I  had  still 
another  object  which  I  wished  to  combine  with  this,  of  ereat  public 
interest,  though  hardly  a  subject  to  be  treated  of  in  a  consular  report. 

Bruce,  the  African  traveller,  occupied  the  i>ost  of  British  Consul- 
General  in  Algeria  from  1762  to  1765  ;  here  it  was  that  he  made  the 
studies  and  preparations  necessary  to  fit  him  for  his  ercat  journey  in 
Abyssinia,  and  before  proceeding  there  he  travelled  vSl  over  Algeria, 
Tunis^  and  as  far  east  as  the  Fentapolis,  a  very  much  more  difficult  and 
dangerous  task  in  tiiose  days  than  it  is  at  present. 

A  very  meagre  and  inexact  account  of  this  journey  has  already 
appeared  in  print,  but  the  magnificent  series  of  archseological  drawings 
which  ho  then  prepared  has  never  been  published,  and  to  the  general 
public  their  very  existence  was  unknown.  His  descendant,  Lady 
Thurlow,  was  good  enough  to  place  these  at  my  disposal  for  publication, 
and  I  determined,  as  far  ad  my  other  duties  woiud  permit  me,  to  make  my 
journey  in  his  footsteps,  and  obtain  materials  for  my  projected  work. 

I  was  accompanied  by  the  Earl  of  Kingston,  an  experienced  pho- 
tographer,  who  has  admirablv  succeeded  in  depicting  the  present 
condition  of  the  monuments  which  Bruce  figured  more  than  a  century 
ago. 

As  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  commence  such  a  journey  from 
Algeri^  I  determined  to  proceed  direct  to  Tunis  by  sea,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaming  letters  of  recommendation  and  an  escort  from  the  Key,  and 
hiring  liorses  for  ourselves  and  mules  for  our  baggage. 

We  arrived  at  Tunis  on  the  26th  of  March,  and  found  that  the  Bey 
was  absent  from  his  usual  residence  and  would  not  be  back  for  a  week ; 
we  therefore  determined  co  utilize  this  delay  by  visiti^ig  the  two  most 
interesting  places  in  the  vicinity;  Zaghouan  to  the  south,  whence 
ancient  Carthage  was,  as  modem  Tunis  now  is,  supplied  with  water ; 
and  Bizerte  to  the  north,  which  at  a  comparatively  trifling  expenditure 
might  be  made  one  of  the  finest  ports  in  the  basin  of  the  Medit-erranean. 

Zaghouan, — The  distance  to  Zaghouan  is  about  60  kil.  At  about 
17i  kil.  from  Tunis  the  ruined  palace  of  the  Moham  media  is  passed, 
and  at  22  kil.  the  road  crosses  the  Oued  Milian,  the  Catada  of 
Ptolemy. 

Here  is  seen  in  all  its  beauty  one  of  the  greatest  works  the  Bomana 
ever  executed  in  North  Africa,  the  aqueduct  conveying  the  waters  of 
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Za^houan  and  Djougar  to  Carthage.  This  was  commeuced  by  Hadrian 
and  probably  completed  in  the  reign  of  Septimius  Severus;  it  was 
destroyed  by  Gelimer,  the  last  of  the  Vandal  kings,  and  restored  by 
Belisarius,  the  lieutenant  of  Justinian.  On  the  expulsion  of  the 
Byzantines,  it  was  once  more  cut  off  and  restored  by  their  Arab  con- 
querors,  and  it  was  finally  destroyed  by  the  Spaniards,  under  Charles  V., 
when  besieging  Tunis. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  present  Bey,  Sidi  Saduk,  once  more  to 
restore  this  ancient  work,  and  to  bring  the  pure  and  abundant  springs 
which  formerly  supplied  it  into  the  modern  city  of  Tunis. 

M.  Collin,  a  French  engineer,  planned  and  execute^  this  work. 
Of  course,  the  advanced  state  of  hydraulic  science  rendered  it  un- 
necessary to  make  use  of  the  ancient  arches.  The  aqueduct  original!  v 
consisted  for  a  great  part  of  its  course  of  a  covered  masonry  channel, 
running  sometimes  unaerground,  sometimes  on  the  surface.  This  was 
comparatively  uninjured  by  time,  and  served  with  little  repair  for  the 
modem  work.  Where  the  ancient  aqueduct  passed  high  over  the  sur- 
face of  the  country,  iron  pipes  and  syphons  have  been  substituted. 

The  contract  price  was  7,800,000  f  r.,  but  the  work  really  cost  the 
Bey  nearly  13,000,000  fr.,  and  useful  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  was  the  commencement  of  his  financial  difficulties. 

The  original  aqueduct  started  from  two  springs,  those  of  Zaghouan 
and  Djougar,  and  to  within  25  kil.  of  the  present  city  of  Tunis, 
namely,  to  the  south  side  of  the  plain  of  the  Catada,  it  simply  followed 
the  general  slope  of  the  ground  in  a  covered  channel.  From  this  point 
as  far  as  the  river,  a  distance  of  nearly  4  kil.,  and  so  on  with  slight 
interruptions  owing  to  the  rise  in  the  ground,  as  far  aa  the  terminal 
reservoirs  at  Maalaka,  it  was  carried  over  a  superb  series  of  arches, 
sometimes,  indeed,  over  a  double  tier.  The  total  length  was  61  Eomau 
miles,  more  than  90  kil.,  and  ifc  was  estimated  to  have  conveyed 
32,000,000  litres  of  water  per  day,  or  370  per  second,  for  the  supply  of 
Carthage  and  the  intermeaiate  country. 

In  a  distance  of  3  kil.  along  the  plain  of  the  Oued  Milian,  we 
counted  31(4  complete  arches,  and  many  in  a  ruined  condition. 

The  greatest  difference  is  perceptible  in  the  style  of  construction, 
owing  to  the  frequent  restorations  which  have  taken  place.  The  oldest 
and  most  beautiful  portions  are  of  finely  cut  stone,  each  being  bossed, 
with  a  squared  channel  worked  at  the  joints,  and  the  arclies  are  composed 
of  single  stones  reaching  quite  to  the  bottom  of  the  specus. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Oued  Milian,  the  aqueduct  has  almost  dis- 
appeared, the  stones  having  been  removed  for  building  purposes. 

At  83  kil.  from  Tunis,  at  a  place  called  Mazagran,  is  the  jttncticm 
of  the  two  branches,  which  are  thenceforth  conveyed  in  a  single 
stream. 

Ain  Djougar.  —  The  source  of  A'in  Djougar  is  situated  37  kil. 
further  to  the  west,  close  to  the  village  of  Bint  Saida,  the  ancient 
Zuccara  Civitas. 

Six  kU.  beyond  the  junction  is  the  village  of  Zaghouan,  where  we 
were  hospitably  received  by  the  khalifa,  and  lodged  in  the  Dar-d-Bey, 
a  public  building  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  guests. 

Town  of  Zaghouan, — This  town,  whose  ancient  name  was  Zcugis^ 
gave  its  xiame  to  the  province  of  Africa  Proper  or  Zeugitana,  and  formed 
the  boundary  between  that  province  and  the  more  southern  one  of 
Bgzacium.  AftQr  its  first  destruction  it  was  rebuilt  by  a  colony  of 
Moors  expelled  from  Spain,  but  notwithstanding  its  exceptionally 
favourable  position  and  the  abundance  of  its  water  supply,  it  appears  to 
be  falling  into  decay;  half  the  houses  are  ruined  and  there  is  no 
appearance  of  any  modem  construction  going  on. 
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Tet  the  ktnd  in  the  ^ide  phoii  of  Zaghouaa  is  everjwhere  capable  of 
culttvatioii ;  where  it  fa^  been  cleared  it  seems  to  yield  satisfactory 
resultii,  but  a  great  proportion  is  still  covered  with  lentisk  scmb. 

The  (Aive  woods  around  are  very  ext^isive,  and  ought  to  be  a  source 
of  great  Hches,  but  the  trees  are  all  old  and  no  jouog  ones  are  being 
planted. 

The  principal  industry  of  the  place  is  the  dyeing  of  the  red  caps  worn 
in  all  Mohammedan  countries  throughout  the  basin  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  here  called  chachias;  it  is  the  only  place  in  the  Begency 
where  this  operation  is  performed. 

About  2^  ki).  item  the  town  is  the  spring  which  supplies  the 
aqueduct,  it  is  situated  at  the  gorge  of  a  narrow  and  precipitous  ravine 
descending  from  Djebbel  Zaghouan  but  at  a  very  considerable  elevation 
above  the  plain  at  its  foot 

At  the  fountain  head  are  the  remains  of  a  very  elegant  temple, 
below  which  is  a  basin  or  nymphaBum  out  of  which  the  water  rose  and 
from  which  it  flowed  into  the  aoueduct.  . 

BuieHie. — We  returned  to  Tunis  on  the  dlst  of  March  and  on  the 
2nd  April  started  for  Biserte.  The  distance  is  about  the  same  as  to 
Zsghouan,  but  the  road,  especially  the  latter  part,  is  extremely  bad  and 
after  rain  it  must  be  hardly  practicable  for  wheeled  conveyances. 

Ik'Sdbald, — At  18  kiL  trom  Tunis  is  a  wayside  fountain  whicli 
gives  its  name  to  the  place  Es-Sabala.  Here  is  a  palace  built  by  the 
celebrated  8abeb-et-Tab&a  under  Hamouda  Pacha,  now  the  property  of 
General  Kheir-ed-din.  This  is  the  only  place  in  Tunis  where  I  saw  a 
plantation  of  jroung  olive  trees. 

Bevond  this  commences  the  long  alluvial  plain  which,  broken  up  by 
several  low  ranges  of  hills,  extends  to  the  sea. 

Meijtrda, — At  23  kil.  from  Tunis  the  Medjerda  is  crossed  by  a 
bridge  built  on  the  site  of  a  Boroan  one  about  25  years  ago.  This  is 
the  famous  Bagradas  of  antiquity,  on  the  banks  of  which  the  army  of 
Regains  was  said  to  have  been  stopped  by  a  gigantic  serpent.  It  rises 
amongst  the  ruins  of  Khamisa,  in  Algeria,  and  flows  through  the  richest 
districts  of  the  regency,  a  country  rendered  famous  by  some  of  the 
most  stirring  events  in  Box  an  history. 

It  is  the  natural  highway  between  the  two  countries  which  will  ere 
long  be  joined  by  ndlway  communication. 

Bizerfe. — The  town  of  Biierte  is  58  kil.  from  Tunis ;  the  modern 
name  is  a  corruption  o^  the  Arabic  one  of  Benzert,  wliich  again  is 
evidently  derived  from  its  Ancient  one  Hippo  Zaritus  or  DiarrhytuSy  the 
affix  being  necessary  to  (tidtinguish  this  city  from  Hippo  Regitis,  the 
modem  Bone. 

Bizerte  is  certainly  in  a  state  of  decadence,  but  the  presence  of  150 
Europeans,  amongst  its  population  of  5,000  or  6,000  souls,  gives  a  certain 
amount  of  life  and  commercial  activity  to  it,  which  no  purely  Moham- 
medan city  appears  to  possess. 

Its  situation  is  extremely  picturesque,  being  built  on  each  side  of 
the  canal  which  connects  the  lake  with  the  sea,  and  on  an  island  in  the 
middle  of  it,  which  last  is  principally  occupied  by  "Europeans,  and  joined 
to  the  mainland  by  substantial  bridges. 

The  town  is  sourounded  by  W2uls,the  entrauLCto  the  canal  being 
pirotected  by  what  in  former  times  would  have  been  considered 
formidable  defences.  Near  thf  gate  of  one  of  them  may  be  seen  the 
chains  formerly  used  to  protect  the  entrance. 

Lake  of  Bizerie. — The  important  feature  of  Bizerte,  however,  is  its 
lake,  now  called  Tinga,  formerly  the  Sipponitit  Bolus,  which  might  be 
made  one  of  the  finest  harbouri  imd  one  of  the  most  important  strategical 
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positions  in  the  Mediterranean.  Its  length  from  east  to  west  is  nearly 
ten  miles  and  its  width  six  or  seven.  The  channel  which  connects  it 
with  the  sea  is  about  four  miles  long,  but  the  shallow  portion,  which 
passes  through  the  town,  is  only  a  few  hundred  yards  in  length, 
feeyond,  it  widens  out  and  has  a  depth  equal  to  that  of  the  lake  five  to 
seven  fathoms. 

A  comparatively  trifling  expenditure  would  be  required  to  convert 
this  lake  into  a  perfectly  landlocked  harbour  containing  fifty  square 
miles  of  anchorage,  for  the  largest  vessels  afloat. 

The  lake  teems  with  fish,  which  produce  a  revenue  of  180,000  pias., 
or  4,500Z.  yearly  to  the  State.  They  are  caught  both  by  nets  and  by 
weirs  of  reeds  erected  at  the  narrowest  portion  of  the  stniit.  They  are 
not  only  most  abundant  and  of  great  variety,  but  of  excellent  quality, 
very  different  from  the  mud-tainted  produce  of  the  Tunis  lake. 

As  a  rule,  Arabs  are  not  particularly  fond  of  fish ;  but  here  they  do 
get  up  some  enthusiasm  on  the  subject,  and  it  is  amusing  to  read  the 
details  given  hj  the  early  Arab  geographers  of  the  marvels  of  this 
fishery.  El-Edrisi  states  that  there  are  twelve  principal  varieties,  one 
of  which  comes  into  season  each  month.  When  the  month  has  expired 
the  species  which  corresponds  to  it  disappears  and  is  replaced  by  «  new 
one,  and  so  on  till  the  end  of  the  year. 

El-Bekri  also  mentions  this  succession  of  fishes,  and  adds  a  curious 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  any  particular  species  is  caught. 
"  When  the  merchants  come  to  buy  fisn  they  indicate  the  kind  and  the 
exact  number  they  require.  The  fisherman  then  takes  a  living  female 
of  the  desired  species,  and  lets  it  loose  in  the  lake.  He  follows  it  with 
his  net,  and  is  tnus  able  to  take  the  exact  number  he  requires,  hardly 
ever  making  a  mistake." 

The  belief  in  this  monthly  succession  continues  to  the  present  day, 
and  we  noticed  an  interesting  method  of  catching  the  larger  varieties. 
A  man  stationed  himself  in  the  prow  of  a  boat  with  a  ten-pronged 
grane  in  his  hand,  and  a  small  vessel  of  oil  beside  him.  From  time  to 
time  he  sprinkled  a  few  drops  of  oil  on  the  surface  to  calm  its  ripples 
and  enable  him  to  see  the  larger  fish  passing,  and  these  he  speared  with 
great  dexterity.  Wild  fowl  of  all  kinds  are  numerous  on  the  lake,  and 
lor  quail  and  snipe  its  banks  are  a  sportsman's  paradise. 

Djehhel  Ishhd. — To  the  south-west  cf  this  fake  is  another  nearly  as 
large,  but  with  a  depth  of  from  two  to  six  feet  only.  It  is  the  ancient 
Sisera,  now  called  the  Gharat  Djebbel  Ishkul,  or  Lake  of  Mount  Ishkul, 
a  remarkable  hill  of  1,740  feet  high,  situated  at  its  southern  extremity, 
the  Kirna  Mous  of  Ptolemy.  The  water  in  this  lake  is  almost  sweet  in 
winter,  when  a  considerable  body  is  poured  into  it  by  the  Oued 
Djoumin,  or  river  of  Mater;  but  in  summer,  when  the  level  sinks,  the 
waters  from  the  salt  lake  enter  ifc  by  the  Oued  Tinga,  a  tortuous  canal 
connecting  the  two,  and  then  its  waters  become  brackish.  The  vicinity 
abounds  in  game,  and  on  Djebbel  Ishkul  itself  are  a  number  of  wild 
bufifaloes,  introduced  by  a  former  Bey,  which  are  now  strictly  preserved, 
and  which  breed  freely. 

Tuni8,^—'We  returned  to  Tunis  on  the  3rd  of  April  and  had  an 
interview  with  his  Highness  the  Bey  and  the  Wuzeer,  General  Kheir- 
ed-Din.  They  were  good  enough  to  give  me  letters  of  recommendation 
to  all  the  authorities  throughout  the  regency,  and  an  escort  of  four 
hanbasy  ^  hom  I  sent  on  to  await  my  arrival  at  Susa. 

Susa. — On  the  5th  of  April  we  started  from  Tunis  by  steamer,  and 
arrived  at  Susa  on  the  morning  of  the  6th.  There  we  hired  horses  and 
mules,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  proceeded  southward  to  Ei-Djem, 
where  we  arrived  that  evening.    The  distance  is  70  kil. 
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The  Sahel. — ^The  couatry  between  Susa  aud  El-Diem  is  a  parfc  of  the 
district  called  Es-Sahel  or  coast  region,  extremely  fertile  when  an 
unusual  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen,  but  at  other  times  almost  unculti- 
vated, and  apparently  hardly  susceptible  of  cultivation  We  subse- 
quently journeyed  for  many  days  in  this  region  and  in  othei^s  similar  to 
it.  Everywhere  we  found  traces  of  Koman  occupation,  vast  ruined 
cities  as  well  as  isolated  posts,  proving  beyond  doubt  that  it  must  at 
one  time  have  been  capable  of  supporting  a  dense  population.  Day 
after  day  in  traversing  these  arid  and  treeless  plains,  intersected  by 
watercourses  in  which  no  water  flows,  the  ground  covered  with  sand 
and  stones  incapable  of  supporting  vegetable  life,  we  pondered  over 
the  causes  which  had  turned  a  country  once  so  fertile  almost  into  a 
desert. 

Destrueiion  of  Forests. — Indeed  they  are  plainly  enough  written  by 
the  hand  of  nature  on  every  acre  of  ground  we  traversed,  and  confirmed 
by  the  daily  actions  of  the  inhabitants  themselves.  We  know  that  at 
one  time  the  country  was  oovered  wifh  forests.  I  myself  have  travelled 
for  days  over  plains  where  not  a  tree  exists,  and  yet  where  ruins  of 
Boman  olive  oil  mills  were  frequently  met  with. 

Ibn  Khaldoun,  in  his  history  of  the  Berbers,  says : — "  El-Kahena 
caused  all  the  villages  and  farms  throughout  the  country  to  be  de- 
stroyed, so  that  the  vast  region  between  Tripoli  and  Tangiers,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  an  immense  thicket,  under  the  shade  ot  which  rose 
a  multitude  of  villages  touching  each  other,  now  offered  no  other  aspect 
than  that  of  ruins." 

Even  in  modem  days  the  same  destruction  of  forests  has  been  con- 
tinued, if  not  wantonly  or  for  purposes  of  defence,  as  in  the  times  of 
tho  early  Arab  conquerors,  still  as  surely  by  the  carelessness  of  their 
descendants,  who  never  hesitate  to  cut  down  a  tree  when  wood  is 
required,  but  who  never  dream  of  planting  another,  or  even  protecting 
those  which  spring  up  spontaneously  from  destruction  by  sheep  and 
goats. 

In  Bruce's  notes,  written  110  years  ago,  frequent  allusion  is  made 
to  forests  through  which  he  passed  where  not  a  tree  is  now  to  be  seen. 

Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  forests  and  tracts  of  brushwood 
not  only  prevent  the  evaporation  of  moisture  by  protecting  the  surface 
of  the  earth  from  the  sun's  rajs,  but  they  serve  to  retain  the  light 
clouds  which  otherwise  would  be  dissipated  until  they  attain  sufficient 
consistence  to  descend  in  rain  or  refreshing  mist. 

A  hill-side  depiived  of  the  forest  whose  foliage  acted  as  a  huge 
parasol  to  the  ground,  and  whose  roots  served  to  retain  the  vegetable 
mould  formed  by  its  decay,  very  soon  loses  the  power  of  generating 
vegetable  life  at  all ;  the  rich  soil  gets  washed  by  winter  rain  into  the 
valleys,  in  the  summer  months  the  sand  is  blown  on  the  top  of  it,  suc- 
ceeding rains  carry  down  stones  and  gravel,  till  very  soon  all  the  richest 
portions  of  the  soil  disappear,  leaving  a  residuum  which  is  only  stimu- 
lated into  fertility  by  an  exceptional  amount  of  moisture.  As  time 
progresses  this  becomes  more  and  more  difficult,  like  the  efforts  of  a 
spendthrift  to  live  off  income,  and  spending  every  year  a  portion  of  his 
capital. 

In  several  places  where  deep  cuttings  had  been  made  by  winter 
torrents  I  distinctly  observed  layers  of  alluvion  several  feet  below  the 
surface,  underlying  strata  of  water- worn  stones  and  barren  sand. 

During  my  journey  in  Tunis  I  passed  through  many  an  olive  grove, 
consisting  of  glorious  old  trees,  but  I  never  heard  of  any  person,  with 
the  single  exception  of  General  Kheir-ed-din,  who  had  planted  a  young 
one,  or  attempted  to  extend  the  grove  bequeathed  to  him  by  his 
ancestors. 
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Et-Ljem. — The  amphitheatre  of  H-Djein  may  be  said  to  be  all  that 
remains  to  mark  the  site  of  the  ancient  city  of  Th^sdrus,  where  the 
Proconsul  Gordkmus  was  proclaimed  emperor  in  a.d.  238. 

Though  yielding  in  magnitude  and  splendour  to  the  Colosseum  at 
Borne,  it  is  still  one  of  tue  most  perfect,  vast,  and  beautiful  remains  of 
former  times  that  exists. 

We  left  El-Djem  early  on  the  9th  of  April.  We  had  intended  pro- 
ceeding due  west  towards  the  frontier,  but  owing  to  the  imposbibili^  of 
obtaining  water  and  supplies,  we  were  compelled  to  proceea  northwards 
to  Eerouan. 

We  spent  the  night  of  the  9th  April  at  the  Henchir  Mirabba,  a 
douar  of  the  Souessi  Arabs,  where  we  had  considerable  difficulty  in 
obtaining  supplies  of  barley  for  our  horses  and  food  for  our  attendants. 

The  inhabitants  surrounded  us  on  every  side  swearing  by  the  lite  of 
the  Prophet  and  by  our  heads  that  they  had  absolutely  nothing,  but 
when  they  saw  that  we  were  determined  to  remain,  they  produced 
everything  we  required  and  we  became  on  excellent  terms, 

"When  I  subsequentlv  asked  them  why  they  had  created  such  a  dis  • 
turbance  on  our  arrival,  their  reply  was  that  such  was  the  way  of  the 
Arabs ;  they  wanted  to  get  rid  of  us. 

They  have  some  show  of  reason  for  their  objection  to  entertain 
travellers — the  Government  hanbas  and  spahis  pillage  them  unmerci- 
fully, and  I  fear  that  all  our  efforts  were  not  entirely  successful  in 
preventing  this. 

The  water  at  this  place  was  so  bitter  as  to  be  quite  unpotable,  and 
our  dinner  was  spoilt  in  consequence ;  this  is  owing  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  salt  lake  of  Sidi  El-Henni,  a  few  miles  to  the  east,  the  water  of 
which  percolates  into  the  wells,  and  to  the  large  amount  of  nitre  con- 
tained in  the  soil. 

We  started  early  in  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  April,  the  features 
of  the  country  being  the  same  as  since  our  departure  from  Susa,  an 
interminable  plain  here  and  there  under  cultivation  and  with  small 
oases  of  olive  trees,  and  the  sites  of  old  encampments  marked  out  with 
hedges  of  cactus.  This  plant  affords  not  only  an  impenetrable  barrier 
for  the  protection  of  the  douars,  but  a  supply  of  delicious  fruit  during  a 
great  part  of  the  summer. 

Kerouan. — Long  before  reaching  Kerouan  the  domes  and  minarets 
of  the  city  had  come  in  sight,  and  mile  after  mile  was  traversed  without 
our  getting  apparently  any  nearer,  and  it  was  moi*e  than  two  hours 
before  we  entered  its  gates. 

After  Mecca  and  Medina,  no  city  is  so  sacred  in  the  eyes  of  Western 
Mohammedans  as  Kerouan.  Until  quite  lately  it  was  entirely  sealed 
against  all  who  did  not  profess  the  faith  of  El-Islam,  and  even  now  it  is 
only  by  a  special  order  of  the  Bey  that  a  Christian  can  be  admitted 
witnin  its  walls.  A  Jew  dare  not  even  approach  it,  and  it  is  said  that 
upon  one  occasion  when  the  Heir  Apparent  paid  a  visit  to  it  with  a 
Jewish  retainer,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  latter  at  a  day's  journey 
outside. 

We  were  most  kindly  received  in  the  house  of  the  Ferik,  Si  Mahmed 
Merabet,  Governor- General  of  Kerouan  and  the  Djerid ;  he  was  himself 
►  in  the  south  collecting  revenue,  but  his  younger  brothers  did  the 
honours  of  his  house  with  the  utmost  courtesy  and  hospitality.  They 
provided  us  with  an  escort  to  accompany  us  through  the  town,  without 
which  precaution  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  Christian  to  stir  abroad, 
and  even  their  presence  did  not  protect  us  from  scowls  and  avertca 
looks,  and  sometmies  even  the  abuse  of  children,  wherever  we  passed. 
This  rather  spoiled  the  pleasure  of  our  promenade,  as  it  impressed  us 
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with  the  idea  that  our  presence  was  an  offence  to  the  religious  feelings 
even  of  our  hosts,  though  courtesy  prevented  them  from  showing  it. 

Kerouan  was  founded  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  the  Hedjira  (a.d.  G70) 
by  Okba  Ben  Nafa,  who  had  been  sent  by  Moaouia  Ibn  Abi  Sofian  to 
conquer  Africa.  Its  foundation  was  accompanied  by  numerous  miracles, 
such  as  the  expulsion  of  noxious  reptiles  and  the  communication  of  the 
true  Kibla  or  direction  of  Mecca. 

It  is  the  resting  place  of  several  of  the  Sahebi,  or  companions  of 
Mohammed,  one  of  whom  is  interred  outside  the  city,  with  three  hairs 
of  the  Prophet's  beard,  one  under  his  tongue,  another  on  his  breast,  and 
the  third  under  his  right  arm. 

Nowhere  throughout  the  regency  of  Tunis  is  a  Christian  permitted 
to  enter  a  Mohammedan  mosque.  Were  it  possible  to  visit  the  Djamaa 
el  Kebir  of  Kerouan,  the  antiquarian  would  find  much  to  interest  him. 
Exteriorly  it  has  no  architectural  pretensions,  but  in  the  interior  there 
are  said  to  be  many  Latin  inscriptions,  nearly  500  marble  columns 
derived  from  Koman  buildings  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  a 
verv  remarkable  collection  of  ancient  armour,  some  of  which  is  sujiposed 
to  have  been  captured  from  the  Byzantine  soldiers  by  the  early  Axab 
conquerors  and  the  remainder  to  have  been  used  by  those  warriors 
themselves. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  city  are  entirely  dependant  on  the  cisterns 
under  their  houses  for  their  supply  of  water,  and  in  years  of  drought 
their  sufferings  have  been  very  great.  The  only  well  in  this  city  is  one 
of  brackish  and  almost  unpotable  water,  called  El-Barola.  Tradition 
states  that  on  the  foundation  of  the  city  by  Sidi  Okba,  a  sloughi  (Arab 
greyhound)  discovered  the  spring  by  scratching  up  the  ground,  and 
devout  Mohammedans  believe  that  there  is  a  direct  communication 
between  this  and  the  well  of  Zemzem  at  Mecca !  A  pilgrim  once  let  his 
drinking  vessel  fall  into  the  latter,  and  on  his  return  to  Kerouan  he 
found  it  in  El-Barota ! 

Three  great  reservoirs  were  constructed  outside  the  walls  to  collect 
rain  water  for  the  supply  of  the  town.  One  was  built  by  the  Aghlabito 
dynasty,  and  is  called  FesJciah  mHa  el  Yeghlth ;  it  is  480  paces  in  cir- 
cumference, and  though  still  retaining  water,  it  is  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion and  full  of  impurities ;  the  other  two  are  rectangular  in  shape,  but 
utterly  ruined  and  unsennccable. 

Sahra. — A  short  distance  south  of  the  city  are  the  ruins  of  Sabra, 
the  ancient  Vicus  Augmti,  from  which  a  great  portion  of  the  ancient 
materials  employed  in  Kerouan  have  been  derived. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  the  11th  April,  we  left  Kerouan  and 
proceeding  in  a  south-westerly  direction  for  about  21  kil.  over  a  level 
plain,  we  encamped  for  the  night  at  a  douar  a  little  to  the  north-east 
of  the  Marabout  of  Sidi  Ali  ben  Salem. 

On  the  following  day  we  continued  for  about  14  kil.  in  the  same 
direction  along  the  bank  of  the  Merg-el-leil,  a  river  whose  water  becomes 
absorbed  in  the  earth  on  entering  the  plain  of  Kerouan.  Here  we 
emerged  from  this  weary  steppe  and  entered  slightly-undulating  ground 
surrounded  by  low  hills. 

Ain  Qhordb. — At  36  kil.  from  Kerouan  is  a  beautiful  spring,  called 
Ain  Ghorab  (the  well  of  the  crow),  near  which  are  the  ruins  of  a  Roman 
position.  The  Arabs  declare  that  above  this  point  the  Merg-el-leil 
never  dries  up,  even  in  summer. 

Djebhel  Trozza, — ^A  short  ride  from  this  point  brought  us  to  the 
north  end  of  Djcbbel  Trozza.  Here  the  Khalifa  of  the  Oulad  Sendasini 
had  caused  an  encampment  to  be  pitched  for  our  special  reception. 
Hugo  vessels  of  milk  awaited  our  arrival,  and  as  the  heat  had  been 
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almost  overpowering  for  several  hours,  we  did  ample  justice  to  this 
delicious  beverage.  He  was  unceasiog  iu  his  ofl'ers  of  service  and 
volunteered  to  scour  the  country  in  every  directiou  for  aaj  thing  wc 
could  suggest  as  necessary  for  our  comfort. 

Natural  Hot-air  Baths. — On  the  north  end  of  the  mountain,  about 
380  feet  above  the  level  of  the  plain  below,  is  a  remarkable  fissure  in 
the  limestone  rock,  called  by  the  natives  El  Hammam,  or  the  Bath.  It 
descends  vertically  from  a  spacious  recess  or  cave  to  a  depth  of  about 
twenty  feet,  when  it  widens  out  into  a  chamber  filled  with  hot  vapour. 
We  had  no  means  of  testing  its  temperature,  but  it  cannot  be  much 
under  the  boiling  point  of  water.  No  fire  or  water  is  ever  seen,  but 
the  vapour  rises  continuously,  and  appears  to  be  simply  heated  air, 
without  the  addition  of  any  sulnhureous  ^ases.  The  natives  have  great 
faith  in  its  remedial  effects,  ana  come  to  it  from  great  distances  for  the 
cure  of  rheumatism  and  other  similar  affections. 

The  mountain  is  comparatively  dry  and  sterile,  but  produces  abund- 
ance of  alfa  grass,  which  is  taken  to  Susa  for  exportation.  The  prin- 
cipal trees  are  wild  olive,  tamarisk,  karoub,  and  juniper.  There  appears 
to  be  no  water  near  except  that  which  is  derived  from  the  river. 

On  Thursday,  the  13th  of  April,  we  proceeded  in  a  south-westerly 
direction  for  nearly  60  kil.,  still  over  a  wide  uncultivated  plain,  but 
somewhat  more  undulating  than  that  of  Kerouan,  and  encamped  at  a 
douar  of  the  Ferashish  tribe,  a  few  kil.  west  of  Djilma. 

Ujihna, — This  is  the  gre^t  highway,  if  such  a  name  may  be  applied 
to  a  mere  tract,  to  the  Sjerid,  and  up  to  this  point  the  country  has 
nowhere  been  impracticable  for  carriages. 

Sbttitla, — On  the  14th  of  April  we  continued  our  journey  in  a 
westerly  direction  and  arrived  at  Sbaitla;  the  modern  name,  like  so 
many  others  in  Tunis,  is  simply  a  corruption  of  the  ancient  one  Suffe- 
tula,  which  even  as  late  as  the  Arab  invasion  continued  to  be  one  of 
the  most  considerable  cities  in  Byzacene,  and  the  centre  whence  all  the 
roads  leading  through  the  country  radiated. 

Here  it  is  that  Gregorius,  who  had  been  named  Prefect  of  Africa 
by  Heraclius,  and  who  had  subsequently  made  himself  independent 
tyrant  of  the  country,  was  conquered  and  slain  by  the  Arab  forces 
under  AbduUa  Ibn  Siiad  in  a.d.  G47. 

I  cannot  even  attempt  in  this  place  to  describe  the  magiiificaut  rums 
which  are  everywhere  scattered  about  over  an  area  of  several  square 
miles.  The  form  and  disposition  of  the  ancient  city  is  still  perfectly 
apparent,  and  many  of  the  streets  can  be  traced  from  one  side  to  the 
otner. 

Disappearance  of  Forest  at  Sbaitla, — The  observations  which  I 
previously  made  regarding  the  disappearance  of  forests  are  well  verified 
in  the  case  of  Sbaitla.  Shaw  remarks,  **  That  it  is  pleasantly  situated 
on  a  rising  ground,  shaded  all  over  with  juniper  trees."  Bruce  sajs 
that  Shaw  has  made  a  mistake,  and  that  they  are  white  firs,  by  which 
I  presume  he  means  Aleppo  pines;  it  is  impossible  to  decide  the 
question  at  issue  as  not  a  single  tree  or  shrub  exists  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach.  With  them  have  disappeared  the  lions  who  "  greatly  in- 
commoded "  Bruce,  and  came  up  to  the  very  door  of  his  tent. 

Oiied  Sbaitla, — One  of  the  most  remarkable  features  of  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  which  evidently  led  to  its  selection  as  the  site  of  the 
ancient  city,  is  its  excellent  supply  of  water. 

To  the  north,  two  ranges  of  low  hills  diverge  north-east  and  north- 
west ;  sevenJ  streams  flowing  in  a  south-easterly  direction  drain  tlm 
district,  and  eventually  become  the  Oued  PjUma.  One  of  these  is  the 
Oued  Sbaitla,  which  in  the  first  part  of  its  course  flows  through  a  deep 
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and  narrow  ravine,  but  as  it  emerges  into  the  plain,  the  soil  of  which  is 
extremely  absorbent,  the  water  becomes  lost  in  the  sand. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Sbaitla  the  bed  of  the  river  is  of  compact 
limestone,  which  effectually  prevents  absorption.  On  either  side  of  it 
numerous  tepid  springs  are  seen  bubbling  up  from  the  earth,  ac- 
companied by  free  carbonic  acid  gas,  these  unite  into  one  stream  of 
volume  sufficient  to  fiupply  an  immense  city,  quite  as  large  as  the 
famous  fountain  of  Zaghouan,  and  for  more  than  a  mile  it  thus  flows  in 
a  clear  and  beautiful  stream,  never  dry,  even  in  the  midst  of  summer. 
This  is  spanned  by  a  Boman  bridge,  which  evidently  served  both  as 
a  viaduct  and  as  an  aqueduct  to  convey  the  waters  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  valley  into  the  town. 

Attempt  to  Colonize  Sbaitla. — The  existence  of  this  river  induced 
the  late  Sidi  Mustafa  Ben  Azouz  of  Nefta  to  endeavour  to  found  a  city 
here  about  ten  years  ago.  He  commenced  the  necessary  buildings  for 
himself  and  family,  but  the  experiment  proved  a  failure,  no  one  could 
be  induced  to  inhabit  the  locality,  so  the  buildings  and  the  restoration 
of  the  aqueduct  which  he  had  commenced  were  abandoned ;  and  now, 
save  that  a  few  wandering  Arabs  come  to  pasture  their  flocks  amongst 
the  ruins  and  wash  their  wool  at  the  stream,  the  country  is  almost 
deserted. 

Algerian  Befugees, — Since  the  Algerian  insurrection  of  1871,  a 
number  of  Nememcha  who  were  then  compromised,  and  fear  to  return 
to  their  homes,  have  established  themselves  in  the  vicinity,  as  well  as  in 
various  other  parts  of  the  regency. 

Er-Baheiah. — We  startea  from  Sbaitla  on  the  16th  of  April,  and 
pursuing  a  northerly  direction,  encamped  for  the  night  at  Er-Eaheiah, 
a  douar  of  the  Oulad  Mahenni,  near  the  Marabout  of  Sidi  Ali 
el-Maregheni,  a  neat  looking  koubba  with  a  pleasant  garden  in  front. 

Shiha, — All  along  our  route  we  noticed  Koman  ruins  everjr  few  kilo- 
metres, the  only  important  place  however  was  Sbiba,  the  ancient  iS^M, 
a  place  celebrated  Doth  in  sacred  and  profane  history.  Although  it 
appears  to  have  been  a  city  of  importance,  it  was  far  from  attaining  the 
magnificence  of  Sufletula,  whose  name  ifi  evidently  a  diminutive  of  it. 

The  Caid  of  the  Oulad  Mehenni  was  from  home,  but  his  brother 
received  us ;  at  first  he  was  very  averse  from  making  our  acquaintance, 
and  a  violent  altercation,  ending  in  blows,  which  nearly  came  to  blood- 
shed, took  place  between  him  and  one  of  our  spahis.  With  no  little 
difficulty  1  managed  to  separate  the  disputants ;  the  quarrel  was 
smoothed  over,  he  supplied  all  our  wants  and  would  not  hear  of 
payment. 

The  great  difficulty  and  unpleasautuess  of  travelling  in  this  country 
is,  that  without  an  order  fi'om  the  Bey,  no  one  will  exercise  hospitality 
to  a  traveller  at  all.  AVith  such  an  order  the  officials  feel  bound  to 
supply  his  wants,  but  it  is  with  an  ill-concealed  reluctance  which  is 
most  unpleasant  to  witness.  As  a  rule,  if  the  traveller  occupies  a 
public  position  like  mjt-elf,  all  offers  of  payment  are  rejected,  and  if,  to 
satisfy  his  own  sci  uples  he  makes  a  liberal  present  on  his  departure,  he 
is  almost  sure  to  do  fo  to  the  wrong  person ;  thus  the  passage  of  a 
party  like  ours  is  a  serious  tax  ou  some  one  wherever  it  passes  a  night, 
in  most  cases,  indeed,  this  falls  on  the  Governmmt  of  the  bey,  as  the 
officials  who  exercise  hospitality  in  liis  name  obtain  a  corresponding 
remission  of  taxation ;  btlll  it  is  unpleasant  for  a  traveller  to  feel  that 
all  his  efibrts  to  travel  simply  and  economically,  paying  honestly  for 
what  he  receives,  arc  frustrated  by  circumstances  which  he  is  powerless 
to  prevent. 

We  started  from  our  camping  ground  at  Er-Raheiah  on  the  morning 
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of  the  17th  April,  and  after  struggling  through  several  kilometres  of 
meadow-land,  traversed  in  every  direction  hj  canals  of  irrigation,  we 
emerged  from  the  wearisome  plains  in  which  we  had  been  travelling  for 
so  many  days  and  fairly  entered  the  region  of  the  Tell. 

Entrance  of  Tell. — ^Tho  road  ascended  the  north-west  end  of  Djebel 
Skarna,  at  a  place  called  Kef-er-Eai,  or  the  Shepherd's  Eock,  and  passed 
between  two  zaouias,  that  of  Sidi  Moella  on  the  left,  and  Side  Abou- 
Dabous  on  the  right. 

These  koubbas  are  not  only  picturesque  objects  in  the  landscape, 
but  very  useful  to  the  traveller ;  they  mark  localities  in  a  convenient 
manner  in  a  country  where  the  inhabitants  are  never  long  in  one  place, 
and,  to  Mahoramedans  at  least,  they  nlTord  a  grateful  shelter  when 
overtaken  by  night  or  by  bad  weather. 

Hamada  Oulad  Ayar.  —  At  first  the  hill  sides  were  bare  aud  arid, 
soon  little  patches  of  corn  land  began  to  appear,  and  when  at  length 
we  found  ourselves  well  into  the  Hamada  of  the  Oulad  Ayar,  we  were 
delighted  to  see  an  amount  of  cultivation  and  a  richness  of  soil  which 
wo  had  not  met  with  since  our  arrival  in  the  country. 

When  Sir  Grenville  Temple  passed  through  this  district  in  1832, 
the  people  had  just  killed  three  lions  whose  skins  they  were  sending  to 
T^mis,  he  also  met  two  Mamelukes  who  had  been  sent  to  collect  the 
duties  on  tar  and  pitch,  which  were  made  in  great  quantities  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  Aleppo  pine  has  not  disappeai'ed  as  completely 
as  the  lions,  and  we  did  see  some  branches  of  it  in  the  Caid's  encamp- 
ment, but  we  never  met  a  tree  growing  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
it  is  probable  that  in  a  very  short  time  it  also  will  become  extinct. 

On  the  top  of  the  range  is  a  large  fertile  plateau,  about  1,000 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  plain  below  ;  here  we  found  that  the  brother 
of  the  Ca'id  of  the  Oulad  Ayar  had  pitched  his  tents  for  the  summer, 
and  here  we  had  an  excellent  repast  of  bread,  dates,  and  fresh  milk. 

MuJcthar, — From  this  plaee  to  Mukthar  wherever  the  soil  was  not 
tilled  it  was  covered  with  a  carpet  of  grass,  clover,  and  trefoil,  as  rich 
as  an  English  meadow. 

This  is  the  highest  point  of  the  country  round  about ;  the  streams 
from  its  north-west  slopes  flow  towards  the  Medjerda,  while  those  to 
the  south-east  find  their  way  in  the  direction  of  the  Chotts,  or  are  lost 
in  the  plains  of  the  Sahtl. 

The  ruins  of  Roman  buildings,  which  we  had  observed  all  along 
to-day's  route,  became  more  frequent  and  more  important  as  we 
approached  Mukthar.  Instead  of  encampin^j;  amongst  the  ruins,  wo 
proceeded  a  little  further  on  and  pitched  our  tents  in  a  charming  dell, 
full  of  clear  springs  and  rich  grass,  and  shaded  by  a  grove  of  fig  trees, 
nearly  south-west  of  the  koubba  of  Sidi  Ali  ben  Omar. 

We  devoted  Tuesday,  the  18th  April,  to  an  examination  of  the 
ruins  of  Mukthar. 

This  city  has  been  identified  by  mo^t  travellers  as  lucca  There- 
benthina;  Bruce,  amongst  the  number,  appears  to  have  entertained  no 
doubt  on  the  subject.  It  was  Mr.  Querin  who  first  pointed  out  that 
the  similarity  of  the  modern  and  ancient  names,  coupled  with  the 
recorded  distances  from  known  points,  left  no  doubt  that  Mukthar  was 
the  ancient  Mactar  or  Oppidum  Martaritanus,  and  that  Tucca  There- 
benthina  was  to  be  sought  for  at  the  modern  Dougga,  about  17  kil. 
to  the  south-west,  but  which  must  not  be  confounded  with  another 
place  of  the  same  name  near  Tiboursouk. 

The  position  of  Mukthar  is  admirably  chosen,  on  a  wide  and  elevated 
pbiteau  between  two  water  courses,  the  Oued  Sabon  (or  river  of  soap) 
pn  the  north,  and  the  Oued  Mahran  on  the  south. 
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The  b«nk9  of  the  forxuer  are  high  aad  ijurecipitoua^  ax^4  serv^iu  a 
xmUtral  defeace  ooi  the  north-west  side  of  the  town;  this  has  been 
further  fortified  by  a  wall  constructed  of  immense  blocks  of  stone  placed 
loosely  and  irregularly  together,  resembling  more  the  retaining  wall  of 
a  terrace  than  a  regular  line  of  defence. 

The  ruins  here  are  almost  as  numerous  and  interesting  as  at  Sbaitla. 

Zanfour, — We  left  Mukthar  on  the  morning  of  the  I9th  for  Zanfour, 
the  ancient  Atauras ;  the  route  was  over  a  very  picturesque  country, 
and  in  addition  to  the  usual  Bo  man  remains  we  passed  some  eyidently 
of  Ljbian  origin. 

The  ruins  of  Zanfour  are  also  extensive  and  interesting.  Like  all 
Eoman  cities,  its  situation  Imd  been  admirably  chosen ;  it  was  built  on 
a  peninsula  of  land,  surrounded  on  every  side  but  the  south  by  two 
water  courses,  cut  deeply  in  the  plain,  which  not  only  constituted  an 
almost  impregnable  defence,  but  supplied  an  abundance  of  fresh  water. 

Plain  ofEs'Sers, — In  front  of  it  stretches  the  plain  of  Es-Sers,  no 
doubt  a  corruption  of  the  ancient  name  Assuras.  This  basin,  enclosed 
by  hills  on  all  sides,  contains  about  50  square  miles  of  rich,  irrigable 
and  highly  cultivated  land. 

The  Khalifa  of  the  district  had  sent  his  brother  to  receive  and 
OJutertain  us,  which  he  did  most  cordially  and  at  great  trouble  to  him- 
self, as  he  had  to  ride  nearly  from  Mukthar  for  that  purpose. 

We  also  received  a  visit  from  an  excellent  specimen  of  an  Arab 
patriarch,  Si  Mohammed  Esh-Shabi,  Caid  of  a  fraction  of  the  Drid  tribe, 
who  was  encamped  not  far  off,  and  who  appeared  really  distressed  that 
we  could  not  spend  a  day  at  his  tents.  I  translated  to  him  some 
portions  of  Bruce's  Diary,  which  greatly  interested  him. 

The  Drid  tribe  is  one  of  Makhsin,  or  hereditary  soldiery,  without 
as^v  fixed  residence,  but  the  branch  to  which  he  belongs  bought  the 

iocality  from  the  Oulad  Ali,  who  inhabited  it  during  Bruce's  journey, 
)ut  who  have  now  entirely  disappeared.  He  also  informed  me  that  in 
Djebel  Bon  Selah,  through  which  Bruce  passed  in  going  from  Zowarin 
to  Zanfour,  and  which  was  then  a  forest  of  pines,  not  a  tree  now  exists. 

On  Thursday,  the  20th,  we  proceeded  from  Zanfour  to  Tiboursouk, 
a  distance  of  60  kil. 

El'  Qhorfa, — After  leaving  the  plain  of  Es-Sers  wo  entered  another 
called  Bahiret  El-Ghorfa,  wUch  is  drained  by  a  considerable  river,  the 
O.ued  Tessaa,  which  lower  down  becomes  the  Oued  Khalad.  It  contains 
a  ^all  quantity  of  cultivated  land  and  much  excellent  pasturage.  A 
considerable  part  is  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  lentisk,  once  a 
favourite  resort  of  bri^nds. 

Am  JEdfah. — Shorfly  before  reachiug  our  destination  we  passed  Aia 
Edjah,  the  ancient  Eyha,  where  are  the  ruins  of  a  Byzantine  fort,  and 
where  the  Caid  of  the  Drid  tribe  has  built  a  stone  house,  and  laid  out 
a  beautiful  orchard  of  fruit  trees. 

Tiboursouk, — ^Tiboursouk  is  the  ancient  TJiibursicum  JBure,  so  called 
to  distinguish  it  from  another  city  of  the  same  name  in  Numidia, 
Thihursicum  Numidiarum,  the  modem  Khamisa. 

The  situation  of  Tiboursouk  is  naturally  most  beautiful,  being  built 
on  the  slope  of  a  hill,  which  commands  a  valley  of  singular  fertility, 
covered  with  erovea  of  olive  and  orchards  of  fruit  trees ;  the  houses, 
however,  are  half  ruinous,  and  the  streets  in  a  filthy  and  neglected 
condition.  It  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  surrounded  by  a  wall,  though 
in  some  places  one  still  exists,  built  on  Eoman  and  Byzantine  founda- 
tions. The  most  interesting  part  is  towards  the  north,  where  one  of 
the  ancient  city  gates  still  remains  entire,  though  built  up  and  buried 
to  a  great  part  of  its  height  in  debris. 
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The  principal  water  supply  of  Tiboursouk  is  derived  from  a  yery 
fine  but  negleciked  spring,  which  issues  from  a  small  chamber  and  flows 
into  a  large  square  reservoir,  both  of  Boman  construction. 

Dougga. — Trom  Tiboursouk  we  made  an  excursion  to  Dougsa,  the 
ancient  Thugga^  a  city  once  of  considerable  importance  to  juqg;e  by 
the  extent  and  magnmcence  of  its  remains,  which  cover  an  area  of 
nearly  4  square  kilometres. 

The  ancient  name  probably  had  the  same  signification  as  the  word 
"  dugga  "  still  bears  in  the  Berber  language, "  green  grass,"  and  indeed 
it  would  be  difiicult  to  find  a  more  charming  position  or  one  which,  from 
its  abundant  water  supply,  was  more  likely  to  be  always  verdant  than 
the  hill  side  on  which  this  city  was  built. 

The  most  interesting  of  all  the  ruins  here,  and  I  am  tempted  to 
add  the  most  exquisite  gem  of  art  in  North  Africa,  is  a  temple  built 
of  white  marble  from  the  private  resources  of  t^'o  brothers,  and  dedi- 
cated to  Jupiter  and  Minerva. 

Bruce  says:  "It  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  of 
architecture  I  ever  saw,  the  richest  in  ornament  and  the  most  elegant 
in  execution.  I  spent  fifteen  days  upon  the  architecture  of  that  temple 
without  feeling  the  smallest  disgust  or  forming  a  wish  to  finish  it." 

Unrivalled  as  this  temple  is  as  a  work  of  art,  there  is  another 
monument  of  even  greater  interest,  the  celebrated  mausoleum  fit)m 
which  the  bilingual  stone  in  the  Punic  and  Lybian  character,  now  in 
the  British  Museum,  was  obtained. 

Bruce's  design  of  this  is  exceptionally  interesting,  as  the  monument 
itself  was  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  Sir  Thomas  &ade,  when  British 
Consul- General  at  Tunis,  in  extracting  the  inscription. 

We  met  people  on  the  spot  who  were  present  at  the  sacril^e,  and 
who  described  to  us  the  manner  in  which  stone  after  stone  of  this,  the 
only  perfect  pre-Boman  monument  in  the  country,  was  hurled  by  levers 
and  crowbars  into  the  valley  below. 

Olive  Oultivatian, — On  the  22nd  April  we  left  Tiboursouk.  Our 
road  led  at  first  through  a  grove  of  olive  trees,  which  evidentiy  con- 
stitute  the  riches  of  the  district.  Still  we  saw  no  young  ones,  and  I 
am  tempted  to  believe  that  the  system  of  taxing  those  precious  trees  is 
causing  their  destruction.  Every  tree  pays  an  annual  sum  of  half  a 
piastre  after  the  age  of  ten  years,  whether  it  produces  fruit  or  no ;  and 
as  at  that  age  very  few  indeed  are  productive,  the  owner  of  a  new 
garden  is  sure  of  having  little  or  no  return,  but  a  certainty  of  five 
years'  taxation  during  the  first  fifteen  years.  He  very  naturally  feds 
that  it  is  no  use  for  him  to  expend  his  capital  for  the  benefit  of 
posterity.'  He  cuts  down  unproauctivo  trees  and  takes  no  steps  to 
replace  them.  If  some  means  could  be  adopted  for  taxing  the  actual 
produce  instead  of  the  tree  itself,  the  deboisefnent  of  Tunis  which  is 
rapidly  going  on  might  be  arrested. 

About  1  kil.  beyond  the  town  the  road  emerges  into  open  ground, 
and  for  a  short  distance  follows  the  course  of  the  Oued  Khalad,  which 
is  crossed  and  recrossed  many  times.  The  alternation  of  hill  and  dale 
is  most  picturesque,  and  the  worst  feature  in  Tunisian  scenery,  the 
absence  of  wood,  is  to  some  extent  supplied  by  the  unusually  fine 
tamarisks  which  fringe  the  river's  bank?. 

Oued  el-Asoud, — This  is  the  Oued  el-Asoud,  or  valley  of  lions,  of 
which  Sir  Grenville  Temple  remarks:  "As  the  surrounding  country 
abounds  in  lions,  it  is  not  prudent  to  remain  here  after  sunset.  Sixteen 
of  these  animals  had  been  seen  here  tos:ether  four  evenings  before." 

Ain  Ttmga.  —  At  12  kil.  from  Tuboursouk  is  Ain  Tunga,  a 
delightful  roadside  spring  close  to  a  venerable  olive  tree  afibrding  an 
impenetrable  shade.   Here  are  extensive  ruins  of  the  ancient  Thignica, 
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TesUur, — Six  kil.  fartlier  on  we  came  to  Testour.  Shortly  before 
reftcbing  tbe  town  we  croaaed  tbe  Oued  Siliana  close  to  its  junction 
witb  the  Medjerda,  at  a  spot  which  bad  once  been  spanned  by  a  Eoman 
bridge,  the  ruins  of  which  were  visible  on  both  sides.  This  was  still 
entire  during  tbe  visit  of  Sir  Grenville  Temple  in  1832. 

Beyond  we  entered  the  valley  of  tbe  Medjerda,  whose  course,  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  trace  it,  was  marked  by  orchards  and  luxuriant  fields 
of  corn. 

Testour  is  built  on  the  site  of  the  ancient  Bisica  Lucana,  of  which, 
however,  very  little  is  known  in  history. 

The  khalifa  was  absent  in  Tunis,  and  no  one  felt  inclined  to  offer 
us  hospitality.  3'he  notables  of  the  village,  however,  made  the  barber 
give  up  his  shop,  a  room  ten  feet  square,  for  our  reception,  with  many 
excuses  for  tho  poorness  of  the  accommodation.  Every  other  house 
they  assured  us  was  swarming  with  fleas ;  this  was  the  only  tolerably 
clean  one  m  the  place. 

It  might  have  been  so,  but  we  would  gladly  have  compounded  for 
almost  any  number  of  fleas  if  thereby  we  could  have  secured  exemption 
from  the  attacks  of  more  voracious  insects. 

Testour  is  a  miserably  squalid  village  whose  sole  merit  is  to  have 
wide  and  airy  streets.  The  houses  are  built  of  poor  rubble,  consisting 
of  half-burnt  bricks  and  small  stones,  and  roofed  with  tiles — a  style  of 
construction  only  too  ready  to  lend  itself  to  the  prevailing  inclination 
of  the  place  to  fall  into  decay.  It  was  originally  peopled  by  a  colony 
of  Andalusian  Moors  on  their  expulsion  from  Spam. 

Tet  if  there  is  any  place  in  the  regency  where  we  should  expect  to 
look  for  a  prosperous  village,  surely  it  is  here.  It  is  built  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Medjerda,  almost  dipping  into  the  stream,  on  the  great 
highway  which  leads  from  Tunis  to  Kef,  and  so  on  into  Algeria.  Its 
soil  is  extremely  fertile,  and  the  orchards  which  fringe  both  banks  of 
the  river  supply  the  whole  capital  with  fruit ;  but  long  years  of  mis- 
government,  of  rapacity  in  high  quarters,  of  brigandage  encouraged 
for  private  ends,  and  of  Mohammedan  intolerance  of  everything  uke 
progress  and  civilization  have  produced  their  natural  result?.  No  nation 
can  remain  stationary ;  if  it  does  not  progress,  it  must  rapidly  retro- 
grade, and  nowhere  is  the  contrast  between  ancient  magnificence  and 
present  decadence  more  visibly  than  in  the  regency  of  Tunis. 

What  one  man  can  do  to  check  this  the  present  enlighteiied  Wurir, 
General  Keir  ed-din,  has  done.  Before  his  accession  to  power,  the 
testimony  of  the  few  Europeans  who  have  travelled  in  the  interior  of 
Tunis  is  unanimous,  the  roads  were  infested  by  robbers,  tribes  were 
at  variance  with  each  other,  the  husbandman  sowed  without  any 
certitude  that  he  would  reap  the  fruit  of  his  labour,  and  the  exactions 
of  the  governing  classes  were  the  most  insupportable  of  all.  The 
effects  of  these  things  continued  for  many  ages,  and  still  indeed  exist, 
though  the  evils  have  in  a  great  measure  disappeared.  Wherever  we 
^ent  we  heard  the  Wuzir's  name  mentioned  with  affection  and  esteem 
by  all  good  men,  and  as  the  dread  of  evildoers.  We  can  certainly 
testify  tnat  throughout  our  wanderings  we  found  the  roads  as  safe  as 
the  streets  of  Tunis.  We  were  shown  places  where  but  a  very  few- 
years  ago  the  traveller  could  only  pass  with  a  strong  escort  and  at  the 
peril  of  his  life,  but  nowhere  were  we  molested ;  indeed,  so  great  was 
the  hospitality  we  received  that  we  were  often  not  allowed  to  pay  for 
our  supplies,  not  from  any  consideration  for  us,  but  because  the 
Mighty  Wuzir  would  be  offended  if  we  were  not  entertained  with 
becoming  hospitality. 

El-Baja,'~OiL  the  23rd  of  April  we  started  from  Testour,  and  about 
[620]  4  L 
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3  F.K.  arrived  at  El-Baja.  The  ordinary  high  road  is  along  the  bank  of 
the  Medjerda  to  l^djez-el-Bab  wbeaoe  it  proceeds  ia  a  north- werte^ 
direction.  We,  howeyer,  joumej^ed  by  an  unfrequented  path  throng 
the  mountains,  striking  the  main  road  at  a  point  where  a  bridge  had 
been  commenced  over  the  Cued  Zergaa,  at  23  kil.  from  El-Bi^. 

Here  we  observed  the  nearest  approacb  to  civilization  ve  had 
witnessed  since  leaving;  Susa,  a  carriage  and  pair  was  resting  by  the 
aide  of  a  high  road,  the  course  of  which  was  marked  by  telegnaphic 
posts !  The  road  itself  would  not  have  been  consideced  very  good  else- 
^^re,  but  it  was  perfectly  practicable  for  wheeled  conveyances,  tmi  in 
fine  weadier  it  is  no  doubt  a  £ftirl^  good  one. 

The  lentidL  bushes  were  being  cut  down  in  great  quantities  to 
be  burnt  for  the  sake  of  the  alkali  which  their  ashes  contmo,  and 
which,  with  olive  oil,  is  employed  to  make  the  soft  soap  used  in  the 
country. 

Fiam  ofM'JBqjA — We  soon  entered  tiie  plain  of  Baja^a  oontimuous 
sketch  of  the  most  beautiful  corn  land  it  ia  poa^ble  to  see  in  any 
country.  The  town  forms  the  chief  place  of  a  district,  which«  with  the 
territory  of  the  Bou-Sakm  and  Taoarca  m  governed  by  a  fine  old 
Uiralai,  Si  Oonas  el  Ajaimi,  who  received  us  on  our  arrival  most 
bospitably  in  his  own  house. 

Smsomfor  TrawUlimg  vid  JBaja. — Our  original  ideahad  been  to  cross 
the  Algerian  frontier  between  £af  and  Souk-Ahr^,  and  ao  proceed 
northward  to  La  Cdle ;  but  a  paragraph  in  the  last  eemmerohd  report 
ef  Mr.  Wood,  Her  Majesty's  ^gent  and  Cousul-Geneaenl  at  Tunis, 
induoed  us  to  modify  our  plans.  He  pays: — ^'The  Kabyles  inhabit 
the  mountains  between  the  pachalik  of  Tripoli  and  the  regency  of 
Tunis  to  the  south  as  wdlas  tne  racges  forming  the  western  boundary, 
which  divides  Tunis  f  rem  Algeria.  The  former  aee  docile  and  submissive 
when  compared  with  the  ELabylee  of  the  west  who  barely  recojgnize  the 
authority  of  Government.  These  lattter  are  jealous,  suspdeioua,  and 
jflhospiUbie ;  they  allow  no  foreigner  (not  even  an  Arab)  to  visit  their 
motmtain  fastnesses,  which  are  proted^d  by  ru^ed  ascents,  and  sur- 
zoundad  bj  the  densest  of  forests.  No  approximate  estimate  can  be 
poEsibly  arrived  at  ae  to  their  numbers,  but  we  know  that  they  are  aUe 
to  bring  18^  fighting  men  into  the  battk-field." 

This  tallied  with  the  information ,  we  bad  received  from  afil  other 
sources,  but  I  had  travelled  a  good  deal  amongst  the  Kabyles  of  Algma, 
both  iiL  the  Pjurjura  Sange  and  the  Aures  IV&untaiDS,  and  I  wasi^her 
incredulous  as  to  their  eixtrenQe  ferocity ;  at  all  events  I  determined  to 
make  the  experiment  of  passing  through  their  coimtry,  and  my  com- 
panion was  quite  as  eager  as  I  was. 

We  communicated  our  plans  to  the  Caid  who  tried  to  dissuade  us 
from  even  attempting  to  reach  Tabarca,  but  on  our  declaring  that  we 
would  only  abandon  the  idea  on  his  formally  assuring  us  that  it  was 
impossible  and  refusing  to  allow  us  to  make  the  attempt,  he  so  &r  gare 
in  aa  to  admit  that  the  journey  &om  Baja  to  Tabarca  might  be  done, 
but  any  attempt  to  penetrate  the  countiry  of  the  Khomair  must  be 
dismissed  from  our  minds  as  impracticable. 

M'JBqfa, — The  town  of  El-Baja^  the  ancient  Vkcca^  Tike  most  othcars 
in  the  regency,  is  situated  on  the  slope  of  a  hili  with  a  commanding  view 
of  the  plain  beyond.  The  selection  of  the  site  was  no  doubt  inflaeneed 
by  the  existence  of  a  copious  spring,  wliich  the  "Bomans  earefuUyled 
into  a  central  position  and  encased  within  a  vaulted  chamber  of  durir 
usual  solid  construction.  This  exists  to  the  present  day,  but  the  drain- 
age of  the  place  has  been  allowed  to  flow  into  it  and  utterly  pollute  its 
waters. 
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SomUuj  Ckmiiiion^qf  BUBrnja. — ^It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a  ciij 
more  filthy,  ihe  fable  of  ISJng  Aogeas  with  hb  stabb  ef  ^000  oxem 
vmcleaned  during  thirb^  jeajs,  i9  acfcuallj  realised.  The  inhabitanis 
have  large  flocks  and  herds  which  they  drive  into  the  town  everj 
evMiing,  and  from  its  streets  and  bouses  nothing  is  ever  zemoyed.  Tiie 
«UL  Boman  drains  winch  still  exist  are  chdced  up,  so  thi^  every  fall  of 
rain  instead  of  washing  down  the  streets  only  liquefies  the  flitb  with 
vhioh  they  are  e&oumbeffed. 

We  cud  not  require  to  be  told  that  fever  and  other  preventible 
diseases  were  very  common  here,  espeeially  daring  the  summer  months^ 
and  that  the  mortality  ia  sometimes  very  great. 

JOa^foh  qfBqfa, — Tha  modern  walls,  whioh,  however,  do  not  entirely 
amoond  the  town,  are  built  on  Byzantine  foundations,  and  the  ksduih 
or  citadel,  ntoated  on  the  culminating  point,  is  of  similar  construction. 

We  paid  a  visit  to  this  building,  which  is  in  a  hfdf  ruinous  condition, 
and  eoBtauis  only  a  few  honeyHsombed  pieces  of  ordnance. 

2Ufi^4g>Af . — ^There  is  a  telegn^hic  station  here,  the  gentleman  ia 
eikarge  of  which  is  the  only  European  in  the  plaoe.  The  telegrapfai 
Ihrong^ot  Tunb  belong  to  the  French  Government,  which  defrays  the 
eatiie  cost,  except  that  the  Bey  provides  station-houses  and  what  trans- 
port nay  be  necessary  for  telegraphic  materials.  For  this,  he  and  his 
alienor  offioera  have  the  privilege  of  sending  telegrasos  free  thioughoi^ 
the  regency  and  to  La  Calle,  but  nowhere  ebe. 

MadiiBay  to  Bt^, — ^The  Bey  has  juait  granted  a  concession  to  the 
French  Company  of  Batignoles,  for  the  coastruclion  of  a  railway  from 
Tunis  to  Baia,  and  se  on  to  the  frontier  of  Algeria^  alons  the  Msin  of 
the  Medjerda.  This  will  necessitate  the  extension  of  Uie  B6ne  and 
CkiekMt  line  to  Ain  Beida  and  Tebessa.  At  Durivier  there  will  probably 
be  a  branch  to  Souk-Ahras  to  join  the  Tunisian  line. 

Oram. — ^£1-Baja  has  been  one  of  the  most  important  com  mairkets 
IB  Frikia,  by  whioh  name  the  northezsn  part  of  the  regency  has  erer  besn 
ealled,  since  it  fecaned  part  of  the  Provincia  Africa  of  the  Boman& 

Iiiduattm  rf  Bafa. — ^Dyeing  is  carried  on  to  some  extent,  but  the 
only  distmetire  ■Mtaufactures  <n  the  place  are  wooden  dogs  very  taste- 
fully carved  out  of  light  wood,  generally  wkh  an  old  razor. 

Bmkf/nm  Ba^a  to  Ibdarva— We  left  Baja  &r  Tabarca  on  the  25th 
ef  April,in  tiie  midst  of  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  so  severe  tiiat  wie 
bad  great  diifievHy  in  keepuig  our  seats  on  horseback. 

Theeomttr^  through  which  we  jovGrneved  was  a  series  of  fisrtile  yalley% 
admirably  cultivated,  and  where  not  under  tillage  covered  with  a  carpet 
0f  green  like  an  English  perk. 

N^ka. — ^About  20  ku.  from  Il^Baja  the  mountains  approadi  in 
{rent,  mid  a  stream,  which,  whaai  we  passed,  was  a  raging  torrent,  forces 
ks  wiqr  through  a  narrow  and  v?ell*wooded  pass  oalled  the  Khanga  Kef- 
et-Teet  (or  gom  of  the  Mulberry  Bill).  This  is  the  entrance  to  the 
Strict  of  Neraa,  a  region  ev^i  more  fertile,  better  cultivated,  and 
more  thickly  peopled  than  that  through  which  we  had  just  passed ;  in 
Addition  it  has  Ae  duarm  of  being  well- wooded,  principaUy  with  wild 
ekve  trees. 

In  the  pass  there  is  said  to  be  a  hot  8|Mring,  but  the  river  was  so 
viroilen  tiiat  it  was  abeorbed  into  the  gensral  torrent  and  wo  could  not 
sUrtinguish  it. 

Ih  Xrmoe  §ff  Bomtm  OMMo^isfM— During  the  whole  of  this  da;^'s 
ride  we  observed  no  traces  oi  Boman  occupation,  nor  did  the  enquiries 
we  made  of  the  Arabe  we  met  elicit  any  satisfactory  evidence  ol  the 
— ietfinoe  of  saeh  in  the  imwsedisie  naighbiourfaood. 

Ou^i^l'MMk.^^t  had  intended  sp^iding  tiie  night  with  the  Sheik 
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of  tbe  Oalad  Nasr,  whose  douar  is  on  the  left  or  western  bank  of  the 
Oued  Malah  (salt  river),  but  when  we  reached  the  right  bank,  we  found 
the  river  so  swollen  that  we  were  reluctantly  compelled  to  abandon  the 
Attempt  to  cross  it  that  night. 

Fortunately  there  was  a  douar  at  no  great  distance,  and  the  pro- 
prietor pressed  us  in  the  most  hospitable  manner  to  spend  the  night 
with  him. 

Construction  ofHoutet  in  Ntfia, — ^The  Arabs  of  this  country  do  not 
as  a  rule  inhabit  tents.  Their  abodes  are  houses  ¥rith  a  permanent 
wooden  frame  work,  roofed  with  reeds,  rushes,  and  straw,  and  with 
walls  of  hurdle  work  so  tightly  plaited  as  to  be  tolerably  impervious  to 
the  wind  and  quite  so  to  the  rair.  Two  or  three  such  houses,  according 
to  the  wealth  of  the  owner,  are  surrounded  by  a  low  fence  of  dry  thorns, 
and  an  segregation  of  several  such  within  one  common  enclosure  con- 
stitutes the  douar. 

Our  boat  was  evidently  a  person  of  some  importance,  his  house  was 
40  feet  long  by  20  broad,  divided  longitudinally  into  two  portions. 
That  to  the  right  was  raised  about  18  inches  and  constituted  the  family 
residence,  the  lower  portion  was  occupied  by  his  sheep  and  cattle. 

The  khalifa  of  tne  Caid  of  Baja  happened  to  be  in  the  vicinity 
collecting  revenue.  As  soon  as  he  heard  of  our  arrival  he  came  to  pay 
us  a  visit,  pressed  us  to  return  to  his  tents  which  were  a  mile  or  two 
off,  and  offered  to  make  us  far  more  comfortable  than  we  could  be  here, 
but  we  had  already  unpacked,  and  the  weather  was  not  such  as  to 
tempt  OS  abroad  again,  so  we  made  our  excuses,  and  after  he  had  seen 
that  we  were  supplied  with  straw,  barley,  &c.,  he  remained  with  us 
until  our  departure. 

Next  morning,  26th  April,  we  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  river  had 
sunk  8u£Sciently  during  the  night  to  be  now  quite  fordable,  but  the 
weather  was  still  unsettled,  and  there  was  great  reason  to  fear  that 
should  it  commence  to  rain  hard  again,  the  torrent  would  soon  become 
as  bad  as  ever.  We,  therefore,  lost  no  time  in  starting,  taking  especial 
care  to  see  to  the  security  of  our  loads,  and,  accompanied  by  all  the 
men  of  the  village  who  formed  a  chain  across,  we  were  soon  limded  in 
safety  on  the  further  bank  of  the  river. 

Feud  between  Mekna  and  JSefoa, — Here  we  were  met  by  Sheikh 
Abdallah,  who  pressed  us  most  warmly  to  spend  the  day  at  his  douar, 
but  we  were  obliged  to  decline  as  our  time  was  limited,  and  we  knew 
not  what  difficulties  might  still  lie  before  us.  He  excused  himself  from 
accompanying  us  in  person  to  Tabarca,  as  there  was  a  mortal  feud 
between  his  people  and  those  of  Mekna,  further  west,  and  thouffh  both 
professed  to  oe  dutiful  subjects  of  the  Bey,  there  had  been  war  between 
themselves  for  generations.  It  was  only  a  fortnight  before  that  a  party 
of  each  tribe  had  met  on  the  neutral  ground  between  them,  and  one 
man  of  the  Mekna  had  been  killed.  He,  however,  found  a  man  be- 
longing to  another  tribe  who  undertook  to  guide  us  to  the  douar  of  tJie 
Sheikh  of  Mekna. 

Belad-er-Bamel,  Country  of  Sand. — At  the  douar  of  Sheikh  Abdallah 
comm*ences  a  tract  of  country  in  some  places  20  kil.  broad  and 
tapering  to  a  point  westward  at  Tabarca,  called  by  the  natives  Belad-er- 
Samel,  country  of  sand,  or  Bamel-es-Safra,  yellow  sand.  This  district 
has  been  engulfed  by  the  sea  sand  which  is  advancing  imperceptibly  but 
irresistibly  in  a  south-easterly  direction,  blown  by  the  prevailing  north- 
west wind  from  the  beach. 

GThere  is  no  uncertain  line  of  demarcation  between  this  yeUow  sand 
and  the  rich  forest  land  beyond,  it  ends  abruptly,  sometimes  like  a  cliff 
80  feet  high,  sometimes  sloping  down  a  valley  like  a  glacier,  but  always 
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appearing  to  advance  and  swallow  up  the  vegetation  in  its  course.  In 
some  places  it  is  absolutely  destitute  of  any  plants,  in  others  broom  and 
tufts  of  Diss  grass  occur,  while  some  peaks  higher  than  the  gener^ 
level  or  some  valleys  sheltered  from  the  north-west,  appear  like  isbuids 
of  verdure  in  this  sea,  or  oases  in  this  desert  of  sand. 

It  is  interesting  to  watch  the  manner  in  which  it  advances ;  this  was 
quite  visible  even  after  the  heavy  rains  which  preceded  our  visit  and 
which  had  rendered  the  surface  of  the  soil  comparatively  hard.  It  must 
be  much  more  so  when  the  surface  is  dry.  On  placing*  rhe  eye  so  that 
the  edge  of  the  sand  hill  stands  out  in  relief  against  the  sky  a  distant 
haze  caused  by  particles  of  sand  in  motion  is  observable  and  sand  and 
sky  appear  to  be  shaded  off  iuto  each  other.  The  sand  goes  rolliuff 
and  rolling  over  the  edge  of  the  cliff  and  flowing  down  the  valleys  and 
appearing  to  invade  the  forest  with  considerable  rapidity.  I  am  not 
aware  that  this  has  been  before  described,  but  it  would  be  interesting 
to  make  some  observations  to  mark  the  rate  at  which  it  is  encroaching. 

The  contrast  between  this  scene  of  desolation  and  the  glorious  forest 
land  beyond,  lighted  up  with  patches  of  cultivation  and  broad  grassy 
slopes,  is  most  striking. 

Souk  ei'Toork. — After  passing  the  sandy  district,  which  is  neutral 
ground  between  the  two  hostile  tribes,  the  road  enters  the  forest  at  a 
place  called  Souk  et-Toork.  *  The  trees  are  of  considerable  size,  con- 
sisting of  wild  olive,  evergreen  and  deciduous  oak,  aspen,  and  juniper, 
while  the  under  shrub  is  of  broom,  heath,  and  bracken. 

Mekna. — A  short  ride  brought  us  to  the  tents  of  Sheikh  Murad, 
head  of  the  Mekna  tribe  {plural  Amakin),  This  good  man  was  by  no 
means  pleased  to  see  us,  and  did  not  even  offer  us  a  drink  of  milk, 
stating  that  the  orders  we  had  received  from  the  bey  were  not  addressed 
to  him  personally,  but  after  some  persuasion  he  sent  his  khalifa  to 
accompany  us  to  Tabarca,  and  show  us  the  best  means  of  crossing  the 
river  tnere,  if  indeed  the  operation  were  possible,  which  he  doubted. 

His  fears  were  too  well  founded ;  wnen  we  reached  the  right  bank 
of  the  Oued  el-Kebir,  which  enters  the  sea  close  to  the  island  of 
Tabarca,  we  found  it  a  deep  and  rapid  river  over  which  no  animal,  far 
less  a  laden  mule,  could  pass,  and  although  we  saw  the  island  and  the 
bey's  fort  not  a  mile  beyond  us,  we  had  no  alternative  but  to  turn 
round  and  seek  the  hospitality  of  some  douar  of  the  dreaded  tribe  of 
Khomair.  Our  escort  looked  grave,  but  as  long  experience  had  taught 
us  that  they  were  extremely  brave  when  there  was  no  danger,  insolent 
and  exacting  when  they  were  sure  of  meeting  with  no  resistance,  but 
meek  as  lambs  amongst  such  as  were  little  likely  to  brook  interference 
from  them,  we  paid  no  heed  to  their  forebodings,  but  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Khalifa  of  Mekna  we  went  up  to  one  of  the  largest  douars  in 
sight  and  claimed  hospitality.  We  appeared. to  be  regarded  with  some 
distrust;  nothing  like  a  cordial  welcome  was  accorded  to  us,  but  the 
owner  of  the  douar  placed  his  house  at  our  disposal. 

It  was  not  more  than  15  feet  square,  reeking  with  foul  odours,  the 
ground  splashing  with  liquid  manure,  and  our  party  consisted  of  ten 
persons  besides  ourselves !  The  family  of  the  host  added  four  or  five 
women  and  children  to  the  number,  80  we  felt  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  all  of  us  to  spend  the  night  within  the  building. 

In  spite,  therefore,  of  the  glances  of  alarm  which  the  proposition 
elicited  from  our  escort,  we  insisted  on  pitching  our  own  tent  i  tio 
vicinity.  No  sooner  was  this  done  and  wo  had  commenced  to  prepare 
our  dinner  of  preserved  meat  with  the  aid  of  a  spirit  lamp,  than  a  great 
circle  of  wild-looking  fellows  gathered  round  us  and  watched  our  move- 
ments with  wondering  gravity.    They,  however,  allowed  us  to  finish 
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our  meal  without  interrnption ;  wbich  done  wo  cemm^iced  k>  arniia^' 
Atom  by  the  exhibitioii  of  eompMses  and  bftromoton,  tnoks  wi^  pockets 
h8ndkeTchie&  and  bita  of  striDg,  and  mj  conjumion,  who  is  an  unerrn^ 
'  ihot,  astonTshed  them  bj  the  aceuracr  of  hu  mm.  I  do  not  think, 
however,  that  it  was  nnm  we  prodnced  a  pot  of  jam  and  distiibtited  ^ 
to  the  assembly,  that  we  entirely  sueeeeded  m  gaining  their  alfeetions. 
Suddenly  they  thawed  in  a  most  amusine  manner,  and  we  beeame  tiie 
best  possible*  friends.  Th^  dedared  that  we  must  never  leave  them, 
they  would  sire  ns  lands  and  sheep,  and  as  for  wives,  the  full  legal 
anmber  of  toxxr  was  at  our  disposal  on  the  most  reasonaUe  terms. 
They  at  onee  offered  to  escort  ns  to  La  Calle,  or  to  take  ns  to  aay  part 
of  l^eir  country  we  nieased  to  visit,  and  we  fielt  that  the  pacific  conquest 
of  the  Khomair  had  been  accomplished. 

This  tribe  is  cme  of  the  largest  and  most  important  in  the  BefM 
dominions  and  is  said  to  consist  of  not  less  than  20,000  fighting  men^ 
Tkey  are  ready  enough  to  admit  the  suserainiy  of  the  Bey  and  to  sirrle 
him  Scndna  (our  Lord)  so  long  as  their  allegiance  is  confined  to  this 
act,  but  they  steadily  refuse  to  permit  any  inteference  on  his  part  with 
their  internal  government,  and  thev  pay  no  taxes  or  contributions  of 
any  kind.  On  the  contrary,  their  roeilros  expect  to  be  subsi<Hzed  by 
him,  and  do  actually  receive  presents  of  kinoa  or  ndments  from  time- 
to  time. 

The  remarks  of  Btuce  with  reference  to  andiher  frontier  tribe,  the 
Oulad  8idi-bou-Ghanim,  are  entirely  applicable  to  the  Blhomair :  •'By 
the  instructions  of  their  founder  they  are  oMiged  to  live  upon  lion's- 
flesh  as  far  as  they  can  procure  it,  acd  in  consideration  of  the  utility  of 
their  vow  they  ore  not  taxed  hfee  other  Arabs  with  payments  to  ^e 
State.  The  consequence  of  this  life  is  that  they  are  exc^lent  and  weH 
armed  horseman,  exceedingly  boU  and  undaunted  banters.  It  m 
generally  imagined  that  these  considerations  and  that  of  their  sitsation 
on  the  nrontters  have  as  much  influence  in  procuring  them  ezempttoiv 
firom  taxes  as  the  utility  of  their  vow.** 

The  Khomair  were  noted  lion  hunters  before  these  animals  became 
extinct;  they  readihv  admit  the  obligation  under  which  they  Ke  to- 
guard  the  frontier  in  their  lord's  interest  against  all  comers,  and  so 
well  do  they  perform  this  duty  that  I  am  not  aware  of  any  Bnropeaa 
having  been  permitted  to  pass  through  it  but  ourselves. 

There  is  a  generally  received  opinion  that  this  tribe  is  of  Berber 
origin.  I  am  not  aware  on  what  authority  this  hypothesis  is  founded ;: 
the  Khomair  are  tall  stalwart  fellows,  with  a  bold  and  fearfess 
demeanour,  characters  which  their  ^-ild  and  active  life  could  hardly  fail 
to  produce  on  any  stock ;  but  they  themselves  acknowledge  no  affinitjc 
with  the  Kabyles  or  Chawia ;  they  speak  no  other  language  than  Arabic, 
and  we  saw  no  traces  amongst  them  of  light  hair,  blue  eyes,  or  a  fSrar 
European  complexion,  such  as  are  so  frequently  met  with  'both  in 
the  Aures  Mountains  and  the  Kabyh'a  of  I>juijura. 

"When  pressed  to  give  an  accouut  of  their  origin  they  untvorsally 
declared  themselves  to  be  of  Arab  descent,  but  that  their  ancestors 
came  from  the  Ghareb  (west  country)  somewhere  in  the  kingdom  of 
Morocco. 

What  may  perhaps  have  given  rise  to  the  idea  of  these  people  being- 
itf  Pterber  origin  is  the  presence  at  Tabarca  of  a  number  of  Zonaoua 
(whence  the  modern  French  word  Zouave),  whose  forefathers  came  firom 
the  monntains  of  I>jurjura  to  take  militmy  service  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Beys. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  April  we  left  the  douar  of  our 
IKendii  md  started  for  Tabarca.  The  Oued  el  Kebir  had  fallen  several 
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feet  during  the  night,  and  though  the  operation  was  not  an  easy  one  we 
managed  to  get  across  in  safetj  with  the  aid  of  a  number  of  'Khomair 
<m  foot  and  on  horseback,  who  went  over  several  times  before  us,  so  as 
to  tread  down  the  soft  mad  in  the  bed  of  the  rirer  with  something  like 
consistencj. 

The  Oned  el  Kebir  in  part  of  if»  coarse  is  known  m  the  Oued  ez- 
Zan,  or  river  of  oak  trees,  and  in  the  maps,  erroneouslj  I  beliere,  the 
Ooed  Berber. 

Biver  Tatea,  Oued  el  KMr, — It  is  the  ancient  Tueca  which  formed' 
the  boundary  between  ^e  Boman  prormoe  of  Africa  and  NumidSa.  It 
eonttnued  to  be  the  frontier  of  the  natire  states  which  succeeded  the 
B«nan  occnparion,  and  erentuallj  between  tlie  pachaliks  of  Aigien  and 
Tunis.  After  the  French  occupation  of  Algeria  the  limit  was  fixed  in 
its  present  position,  consideraMj  farther  west 

The  vaUey  through  which  this  rirer  flows  is  certainlj  the  most 
reoiarkable  district  that  I  have  yet  seen  in  North  Africa,  and  it  ia 
kardly  possible  to  conceire  a  place  better  suited  for  colonization,  or 
which  could  more  easily  be  made  a  centre  of  aj^ricultural  and  industrial 
prosperity.  It  is  about  two  miles  wide  at  Tabarca,  and  stretches  fiir 
away  among  the  mountiiins  to  an  unknown  distance,  covered  with  rich 
crops  or  succulent  pasturage,  and  dotted  with  fine  trees  throughout  its 
whole  extent. 

It  is  traversed  by  three  streams  which  conrerge  near  the  sea,  the 
main  one  being  the  Oued  el-Ejsbir,  the  eastern  the  Oued  es-fidiela,  and 
the  western  the  Oued  el-Ahmer. 

At  present  the  plain  is  perfectly  pedtrferous,  and  the  mortafity 
ftmong  the  to^oops  stationed  at  Tabarca  is  ahirming;  I  am  afraid  to 
state  the  proportion  of  deaths,  although  the  men  are  relieved  every  tw(^ 
er  three  months.  The  reason,  however,  is  so  obvious  and  the  remedy 
80  simple,  ^at  one  cannot  help  wondering  that  the  nativcB  have  never 
attempted  it  in  their  own  interat. 

The  wide  plain  above  described  is  so  level  that  there  is  no  natural 
drainage  from  it  into  the  rivers,  and  a  high  bank  of  sand,  acontinaation 
of  the  Bumel*es-Sufra  before  mentioned,  extends  across  its  gorge, 
eutting  off  all  egress  for  the  water  in  the  direction  of  the  sea;  the  con- 
sequence is  that  after  rain  the  whole  yaliey  becomes  a  swamp,  and  no 
remains  daring  a  great  portion  of  the  year,  until  the  water  nas  been 
dried  up  by  so&r  evaporation.  Whilst  this  operation  is  being  carried 
on  by  nature,  the  inevitable  result,  malarious  fever,  is  felt  in  an  unosoal 


A  few  ditches,  so  as  to  divert  the  surface  drainage  into  the  streams 
which  trarerse  the  plain,  would  at  once  remedy  &e  evil,  and  convert 
this  valley  into  what  it  ought  to  be,  one  of  the  most  salubrious  districts 
in  the  regency. 

It  possesses  every  condition  necessa^  to  insure  prosperity — exten- 
sive corn  and  meadow  land  capable  of  irrigation  in  summer,  numerous 
flocks  and  herds,  an  unusually  fine  race  of  bovses,  an  ineriurastiUe 
supply  of  the  finest  limber  (especraliy  oak),  coric  forests,  and,  abo^  all, 
proximity  to  the  sea  and  a  tolerably  easy  and  secure  anchorage. 

MmeraU, — ^There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  country  is  rich  in 
minerals.  A  specimen  of  lead  ore  was  picked  my  near  Kbarca  and 
brought  to  me ;  I  submitted  it  for  analysis  to  the  Bnglish  Mining  Oom« 
puny  at  Ain  Barbar,  from  which  I  have  received  a  report  that  it  contanis 
72-70  per  cent,  of  h^ad,  and  that  each  ton  of  mineral  would  contam  160 
grammes  or  5  ounces  of  silver. 

M«  Peyssonnel,  in  1724,  mentions  having  yisited  a  lead  mine  in 
this  neighbouriioody  on  his  way  from  Cape  Negro  to  Baja;  he  states : 
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**  We  saw  on  our  road,  at  about  6  leagues  from  Cape  Negro,  a  mine  of 
lead,  very  abundant ;  the  Moors  who  worked  it  stated  that  it  had  beea 
opened  bj  the  ancient  Christians.  At  the  entrance  to  the  quany  waa 
a  piece  of  marble  with  a  horse  in  has  relief .  We  stopped  at  a  place 
where  thev  melted  the  lead ;  they  mix  the  ore  with  wood  in  bad  furnaces 
made  of  clay,  and  thus  separate  the  metal  very  imperfectly/' 

Taharca, — The  Island  of  Tabarca  lies  close  to  the  shore ;  the  strait 
by  which  Ihey  are  separated  is  about  quarter  of  a  mile  broad  at  the  west 
end,  widening  to  nearly  a  mile  at  the  eastern  extremity ;  it  has  a  small 
harbour  much  frequented  by  coral  boats  when  the  weather  is  too  rough 
to  permit  them  to  pursue  their  avocation  at  sea,  and  vessels  of  a  larger 
size  sometimes  come  under  the  shelter  of  the  island  to  the  east. 

It  is  about  400  feet  high,  rising  to  a  peak  in  the  middle,  crowned  by 
the  picturesque  ruins  of  a  medisBval  castle.  There  are  no  permanent 
residents  save  the  commandant  of  the  troops,  who  occupies  the  only 
habitable  room  in  the  castle,  and  aji  Italian,  Signer  Lancella,  who  is 
a^ent  of  the  Bey,  and  supplies  the  fishing  boats  with  such  provisions  as 
they  may  require. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  strait  is  the  fort  occupied  by  the 
garrison,  called  Bordj  el-Djidid,  and  a  number  of  Boman  and  other 
remains. 

In  ancient  times  Thabraca  was  a  Boman  colony,  and  after  the  defeat 
of  Gildon,  under  whose  yoke  Africa  had  groaned  fov  twelve  years,  by  his 
brother  Mascezel,  the  former  endeavoured  to  effect  hu  escape  by  sea, 
but  being  driven  by  contrary  winds  into  the  harbour  of  Tabarca,  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  put  an  end  to  his  life  by  hanging  himself  in 
A.i>.  898. 

£1-Edrisi,  a.d.  1154,  speaks  of  Tabarca  as  a  strong  maritime  place, 
moderately  peopled,  and  of  which  the  "environs  were  infested  by 
miserable  Arabs  who  have  no  friends  and  who  protect  nona''  It  waa 
even  then  a  port  of  refuge^  much  frequented  by  Spanish  vessels  engaged 
in  the  coral  fishery. 

Fishing  Jor  Coral, — The  manner  of  fishing  then  was  pretty  muck 
the  same  as  at  the  present  day.  He  says : — "  They  fish  by  means  of 
implements,  to  which  are  attached  numerous  bags  made  of  hemp ;  these 
are  put  in  motion,  the  thread  becomes  entangled  in  the  coral,  upon 
whicn  the  fishermen  pull  up  the  instruments  and  extract  the  coral  in 
great  abundance." 

Taharca  Ceded  to  the  Oenoese, — ^In  1535  took  place  the  celebrated 
expedition  of  Charles  Y.  against  Tunis.  On  the  conclusion  of  peace, 
the  perpetual  right  of  fishing  for  coral  was  conceded  to  the  Spaniards. 

About  the  same  period  Jean  Doria,  nephew  of  the  celebrated 
Admiral  Andrea  Doiia,  captured  on  the  coast  of  Corsica  the  no  less 
celebrated  Algerian  corsair  Draguth.  On  the  partition  of  the  spoil 
the  last  fell  to  the  share  of  one  of  the  Lomelliui  family  of  Genoa, 
which  exacted  as  the  price  of  his  ransom  the  cession  of  Tabarca.  Thia 
was  granted  by  Kheir-ed-din  and  confirmed  by  the  Porte. 

The  Loroeflini  came  to  an  agreement  with  Charles  Y.,  who  under- 
took the  fortification  and  defence  of  the  island,  and  built  the  citadel 
atill  existing,  principally  with  the  stones  of  the  ancient  city  on  the  main 
land.  Batteries  and  curtains  were  added,  and  the  whole  became  a 
place  of  strength  of  considerable  importance.  The  Genoese  agreed  to 
pay  5  per  cent,  on  all  the  commerce  they  might  carry  on.  S(K)n,  how- 
ever, the  Spaniards  neglected  to  keep  up  the  works  or  pay  the  garrison, 
the  flag  01  Genoa  was  substituted  for  that  of  Spain,  and  though  the 
Governor  was  still  named  by  the  latter  country,  he  was  obliged  to 
render  his  accounts  to  the  X^omellini.    The  inhabitants  of  the  main- 
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land  at  this  time  owed  allegiance  neither  to  the  Bej  of  Tunis  nor  to 
the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

Feyssonnel  yisited  it  in  1724,  when  it  was  occupied  by  the  G-enoese, 
who  traded  like  the  French  at  Cape  Negro  and  La  Calle.  It  had  a 
garrison  of  100  soldiers.  It  contained  850  coral  fishers  and  50  porters, 
with  their  families  making  a  total  population  of  1,500  souls.  He 
describes  in  detail  the  fortifications  armed  with  bronze  cannon,  bearing 
the  arms  of  Lomellini,  which  he  says  *'make  the  island  strong  ana 
sure,  and  in  a  condition  neither  to  iear  the  Turks  nor  the  Arabs  of 
Barbary." 

In  1728  this  family  ceded  the  full  so?ereignty  of  the  island  to  one 
of  its  members,  Jacques  de  Lomellini,  for  200,000  livres,  and  a  branch 
of  coral  every  year  valued  at  50  pias.  He  soon  after  entered  into 
negociations  to  dispose  of  it  to  the  French. 

In  1741,  during  the  war  which  M.  Gauthier,  the  Consul  of 
France,  brought  about  between  his  country  and  Tunis,  the  latter  took 
possession  of  the  island.  The  consul  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of 
the  Bey  on  account  of  a  scandalous  affair  in  which  the  former  was 
mixed  up,  and  on  the  occasion  of  a  public  audience  he  was  openly 
insulted  by  the  Bey,'  who  said,  "  I  am  the  friend  of  your  master,  but 
not  of  bullies  like  you ;  leave  my  presence."  He  followed  this  up  by 
declaring  war  on  France.  He  took  possession  of  Tabarca,  sent  its 
inhabitants  as  slaves  to  Tunis,  and  only  consented  to  conclude  peace  in 
the  following  year  on  terms  very  onerous  to  the  French.  Sidi  Yoonus, 
brother  of  the  Bey,  who  commanded  the  expedition,  caused  the  defen- 
sive works  to  be  destroyed  with  the  exception  only  of  the  castle  built 
by  Charles  Y.  He  also  connected  the  island  and  the  mainland  by 
means  of  a  causeway,  but  this  has  long  since  disappeared,  though  some 
of  the  masonry  can  still  be  seen  under  water  when  the  sea  is  clear. 

AfterJBruce  had  left  Algiers  in  1765,  he  visited  the  island,  and  pro- 
posed to  the  ministry  of  the  day  to  obtain  possession  of  it  as  a  station 
for  the  British  trade  in  the  Mediterranean.  He  remarked: — "As  a 
fortress  Tabarca  has  these  advantages ;  it  is  situated  nearly  south  from 
the  mainland  of  Italy,  the  north  end  of  Corsica,  the  Bocca  of  Bonifacio^ 
and  the  south  end  of  Sardinia,  forming  three  channels.  The  two  first 
are  the  constant  stations  of  cruisers,  to  which,  if  the  third  be  joined,  a 
chain  is  formed  across  the  Mediterranean,  through  which  the  whole 
Levant  trade  must  pass.  The  mountains  opposite  Tabarca  are  covered 
with  oak  trees  of  immense  size,  where  I  think,  the  Mediterranean  ports 
might  be  easily  supplied  with  timber  for  construction.** 

M.  Deafontaines,  who  travelled  in  Tunis  from  1788  to  1786,  was 
equally  desirous  that  this  island  should  be  taken  possession  of  by  the 
Government  of  France,  and  expressed  his  conviction  that  it  would  be 
more  useful  to  his  country  than  Port  Mahon  was  to  the  English,  and 
that  were  it  occupied,  France  would  be  able  to  lay  down  the  law 
throughout  the  Mediterranean,  and  that  England  would  be  excluded 
and  lose  the  Levant  trade. 

M.  Pelissier  says  that  the  descendants  of  some  of  the  families  trans- 
ported from  Tabarca  to  Tunis  are  still  found  in  the  latter  place,  and 
form  an  intermediate  population  between  the  Christians  from  Europe 
and  the  native  Mohammedans. 

Others  still  exist  in  the  island  of  San  Pietro  to  the  south-west  of 
Sardinia,  under  the  name  of  Tabarcini,  where  they  pursue  the  coral 
fishery  and  aid  in  loading  vessels  arriving  at  their  port  of  Carlo  Forte 
for  minerals. 

Eautefram  Ihharca  to  La  Calle. — After  a  very  short  stay  at  Tabarca, 
we  started  for  La  Calle  by  land  through  the  Khomair  country.    There 
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is  a  shorter  road  nacallel  to  the  sea  coasts  but  it  is  difficult  for  hiden 
mules,  and  bj  following  it  we  should  hare  lost  the  opportomtj  ff 
ezplorii^  a  part  of  this  unknown  region. 

Bj  great  good  fortune  we  made  the  ac<^uaintanca  at  Tabsrca  of  a 
highly  respected  sheikh  of  tiie  Khomair,  Si  El  Hadj  Hassan,  and  wo 
porsuadea  him  to  accompany  us»  together  with  three  other  men  of  the- 
neighbourhood.  We  absolutely  declined  to  allow  any  of  the  ek)T«m- 
ment  hanbas  or  Caid*s  spahis  to  bo  of  the  party,  as  we  knew  that  thef 
were  held  in  small  favour  and  could  render  no  assistance  in  these 
mountains. 

We  started  £rom  Tabarca  at  9*15  a  3£.,  and  followed  the  left  bank  of 
(She  Oaed  el-Ahmer  (Sed  Biver),  the  most  westerly  of  the  three  which 
drain  the  yallej  of  the  Oued  el-Kebir.  We  proceeded  in  a  sontli- 
westerly  direction  alon^  a  toleraUy  well  cleared  path,  made  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  tioioer  down  to  the  coast.  It  would  be  dHBcvlt  to- 
exaffgerate  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  ;  even  in  the  driest  weather  ^ere 
is  fdways  a  considerable  body  of  water  in  the  river,  and  now  it  was- 
swollen  by  several  days  hard  rain.  Beautiful  rills  and  mountain  streams 
descended  at  every  few  hundred  yards  to  add  their  tribute  to  the 
torrent ;  the  banks  were  in  some  places  clothed  with  ivy  and  ferns,  and 
everywhere  densely  shaded  by  ilex,  chdne  zan  (Quereus  Mirieeku)^ 
aapen,  and  hawthorns  of  gigantic  stature,  which  might  fitly  be  described 
as  forest  trees,  while  the  ground  was  carpeted  with  a  profusion  of  wild 
flowers  of  every  hue,  blue  pimpernel,  centaury,  valerian,  pink  and  white 
cistus,  myrtle,  wild  roses,  and  yellow  broom. 

Instead  of  the  koubbas  so  common  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  the 
tombs  of  holy  men  are  here  marked  bv  a  few  stones,  broken  pots,  and 
one  or  two  white  flags  stuck  amongst  tnem.  The  first  that  we  met  w»8 
that  of  Sidi  Bou  Piman  (mj/  lord  the  proprietor  of  oak  ireee)^  wfce 
had  probably  possessed  a  number  of  tnese  useful  trees  before  hit 
beatitude.  As  our  guide  passed  his  rustic  shrine  he  stopped  a  moment^ 
held  his  hands  open  as  if  they  were  a  book,  and  muttered  a  short 
prayer.  The  good  Hadj  is  a  holy  man  himself,  he  has  made  the  nQ» 
grimnge  to  Mecca  and  is  delighted  to  find  that  I  have  been  to  Aram 
and  have  visited  Jerusalem  and  Kerouan,  next  to  Mecca  and  Medina 
the  most  holy  cities  in  the  eyes  of  the  western  Mohammedans.  He  k 
never  tired  of  telling  everyone  he  meets  the  marvellous  tide,  mid  of 
eommunicating  the  infisrmation  that  the  English  are  the  Sultan's  most 
faithful  allies  and  in  fact  almost  Mohammedans  themselves. 

After  having  ridden  for  about  seven  kil.  we  crossed  the  Oned 
el-Ahmer  and  entered  a  country  called  El-Baiadtha,  now  a  meor  of 
heath  but  once  a  great  forest,  as  the  blackened  stumps  of  trees  '^des-^ 
troyed  by  fire  attest.  Here  and  there  a  few  Aleppo  pmes  and  raniper 
appear,  and  on  the  summit  of  the  hiU,  about  1,100  feet  above  the  sea, 
under  a  gigantic  oak,  we  observed  the  first  appearance  of  Roman 
colonization  in  this  district.  Only  a  few  cut  stonQs  remained,  but  there 
could  be  no  doubt  regarding  their  origin. 

Oulad  Sidera, — We  now  descended  into  the  valley  of  the  Oulad 
Bidera,  which  runs  in  a  north-eaeterly  direction  for  a  distance  of  about 
twentv  or  thirty  kiL ;  we  entered  it  at  about  the  broadest  part,  where 
it  had  a  width  of  nearly  two  kil.  A  short  distance  lower  down,  the 
hills  which  bound  it  converge,  forming  a  narrow  gorge  called  Hangat^ 
el-Hadid,  or  the  Iron  Pass,  but  as  our  route  lay  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion we  were  unable  to  examine  it.  Beyond  it  again  appeared  the  high 
peak  of  Djebbel  Atatfa,  but  the  hills  which  bound  the  valley  itsdf 
appear  to  have  no  other  name  than  that  of  the  tribe  which  inhabila 
them. 
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Tbe  TilkgeB  are  toIsnUj  nnmerouci,  compoied  of  gourUi,  or  hntop 
of  bmshwoTO;  ikef  aire  gmeaPBHj  tttioated  on  the  hi^iaeit  aad  moti 
unooeaeible  poorts  of  the  mcnnitaiBi,  ceoeraUjr  well  mmeMled  from 
obserrstum  bj  scone  natural  feaimxe  of  ike  groond. 

If  a  poet  cr  a  fainter  wiriied  to  depiefe  a  "  fallej  sacred  to  sweet 
psaoe/'  be  eoi^  do  no  better  than  take  for  his  modd  that  of  tbe  Oulad 
Men.  It  is  admizablj  ci^TBted  throughoiit»  and  from  eiwry  direetioft 
beautiful  Bp»rklxng  strauns  join  the  river  which  flows  along  the  bottom*. 
Ibe  paetonige  is  ridii  and  Buccttlest,  aod  tbe  briUiant  carmine  of  soma 
of  tiM  ekwera  contrasted  with  the  bnslit  jeUow  of  other  ^eciesy  aoBtliag 
in  a  carpet  of  green  still  wet  and  neA  teom  the  kte  ndos,  added  a 
nebness  to  the  landscape windL  caa nowhere  ba  seemiaa  mwe  Bariheta 
oeontiy. 

Not  onlj  by  tbe  rrrer  banks^  Imt  idong  tbe  botton  of  tfaebiU  and, 
indeed,  hero  and  there  throwghoi^  the  whole  ooorse  of  the  itaUey,  are 
sone  of  the  wiost  oolossal  trees  thi^  I  haye  ever  seen  in  Afinoa.  As  a 
nOe,  the  cork  oak  does  not  aittain  a  great  sise  in  Algeria;  bsDo  we  saw 
some  of  this  species  which  sanst  haro  been  more  tbaa  50  feet  bigk  and 
tfc«fr  tranks  4  feet  in  dinmstfiff.  I  also  observed  here  what  I  bare 
nowhere  else  seen  in  Africa,  except  at  the  Fontaine  des  Priaces  ia  the 
forest  of  fidoogh,  ancient  trees  of  varioos  kinds,  tbe  upper  sides  or 
wbose  branches  w^re  eoi^ered  with  a  thick  layer  of  moss,  oat  of  wbiok 
giww  arasses  of  poljpodiniv  and  oiber  fienu. 

Thds  is  the  best  possible  certificate  of  ritmafcey  for  in  a  locaktj 
subject  to  great  heat  or  drought,  especially  in  one  exposed  to  Hba  siroeea- 
wind,  sacb  vegetation  conU  not  exist  dnriag  a  eiagle  sumaoer. 

MowHm  Muim, — Near  tbe  upper  end  of  this  vj^ley  niMier  tbe  shado- 
of some  graad  old  ottre  trees^  which  may  almost  have  \MBm  ^aaied  by 
tire  foraoar  ownerS)  stand  the  i«aams  of  a  Jtoaum  £&rm.  The  waUa  aeo' 
still  in  some  places  15  fset  higb»  built  of  small  bammerHbsssed  stones^ 
with  solid,  maely  cot  masonry  at  tbe  angles,  and  here  and  thesw  an 
upright  bond  of  similar  construction  tbroughont  tbe  walls. 

The  iNnUiiiBg  was  rectanguho',  22  pacea  long  by  20  bread,  n^gidar  in 
sbape,  except  at  one  comer  where  was  probably  the  entnaee  fpato- 
There  are  no  traces  of  exterior  windows,  but  the  interior  waa  tbmkly 
Ofergrown  with  grass  and  weeds,  so  that  we  oould  not  see  whether  any 
fimndations  of  partitions  remained. 

We  saw  other  ruins  further  up,  and  heard  of  the  existence  of  numj 
more,  so  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  even  these  iaaceessible  moun* 
tains  mupt  have  been  thoroughly  colonised  by  tbe  anment  Bomans* 

Peaceful  and  smiling  as  this  valley  seems^  it  is  occupied  by  a  stnrdj 
smd  truculent  race  whom  one  would  rather  meet  as  friends  than  as 
fbes  ;  and  it  is  the  refuge  of  all  the  unquiet  spirits  who  bare  made  the 
plains  of  Tunis  or  tbe  frontiers  of  Algeria  too  not  to  bold  them. 

While  we  were  examining  the  Boman  ruios  I  bsFO  just  deseribed,  a 
narty  ef  ill-looking  and  well-armed  felfews  crept  up  to  us,  dodging 
nwm  tree  to  tree,  so  as  to  keep  as  much  as  pomole  out  of  sight.  As 
soon,  ho>wef«er,  as  tbey  saw  evr  guide,  the  BuaH,  they  came  forwsrd  at 
onco  9ud  salotted  him  witn  gmt  respect;  then  came  a  whispensd 
ooafemiee,  and  soon  I  bearvk  tho  oonversation :  '^  Who  axe  tbey  ?  ** 
"  English  travellers."  "  By  the  life  of  the  Prophet  are  they  English  ?  '* 
^*  Certainly,  or  I  should  not  have  brought  them  here ;  this  cme  has  even 
been  to  the  land  of  t^e  two  sanctuaries  and  to  Kerouan." 

This  seemed  to  satisfy  them  entirely,  we  became  excellent  friends, 
and  they  allowed  us  to  examine  their  arms  and  curk>us  leather  pouches 
in  the  most  affable  manner.  They  were  dressed  in  loose  shirts,  sop* 
ported  by  broad  leather  belts  passing  over  one  shoulder;  eadi  bad  a^ 
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short  straight  sword,  not  much  longer  than  an  English  drummer  boy's, 
with  old  fashioned  flint  pistols,  and  two  or  three  leathern  ^gs  curiously 
worked ;  one  contained  flint  and  steel,  another  powder  and  ball,  a  third 
a  small  knife,  and  some  had  a  larger  sack  for  miscellaneous  articles. 

They  Laughed  at  our  temerity  in  coming  into  their  country,  through 
which,  they  assured  us,  no  Europeans  had  ever  before  passed ;  but  as 
the  ]&]^lish  were  such  faithful  friends  of  the  Sultan  and  in  the  habit 
of  yisitmg  holy  places,  in  fact,  so  nearly  Mohammedans,  we  were 
welcome  and  might  go  where  we  nleased.  I  laughingly  asked  one  of 
them  what  be  would  have  done  haa  we  been  French  ;  my  friend  smQed 
and  passed  his  forefinger  across  his  throat  in  reply.  Perhaps  they 
might  not  have  adopted  such  extreme  measures,  but  it  is  quite  certain 
that  there  is  not  a  man  along  the  frontier  line  who  would  permit  a 
Frenchman  to  advance  a  step  after  he  was  observed,  and  even  an 
Englishman  would  find  it  impossible  to  penetrate  from  Algeria. 

The  Arabs  here  are  much  the  same  as  they  are  elsewhere,  removed 
firom  contact  with  modem  civilization;  wild  and  savage  while  their 
suspicions  are  aroused,  but  as  tractable  as  children  when  these  are 
allayed.  When  once  a  traveller  can  manage  to  make  them  laugh,  the 
victory  is  gained. 

The  French  rule  on  the  frontier  is  extremely  just  and  paternal,  and 
the  hatred  with  which  they  are  regarded  by  such  tribes  as  the  Oulad 
Sidera^  is  the  inevitable  result  of  a  well-organized  system  of  Government 
coming  into  such  close  contact  with  savages  unrestrained  by  any  power 
save  tneir  own  will. 

Otied  Froar,  French  Frontier. — ^About  half-past  two  we  arrived  at 
the  Oued  Froor  which  here  marks  the  French  frontier ;  we  had  some 
difficulty  in  getting  our  animals  acit)S9,  and  had  to  cut  a  path  in  the 
brushwood  on  the  Tunisian  side,  in  which  we  were  cordially  assisted  by 
some  of  the  Khomair  who  appeared  to  be  watching  the  frontier. 

Shortly  after  crossing,  we  saw  on  our  left,  on  the  further  side  of  a 
steep  ravine,  an  important  Boman  ruin.  Time  would  not  permit  us  to 
inspect  it  closely,  but  it  appeared  to  be  either  a  fortress  or  a  large  agri- 
cultural establishment.  It  is  called  by  the  Arabs  el-Kasr  (the  Palace), 
and  the  valley  Oued  el-Kasr. 

The  Oued  Froor,  where  we  passed  it,  flows  in  a  south-easterly 
direction,  but  I  had  no  means  of  ascertaii\ing  its  ultimate  course ;  it 
appeared  to  be  an  affluent  of  some  stream  which  probably  joins  the 
Oued  Oulad-Sidera,  and  not  to  flow  directly  towards  the  Mediterraneau. 
The  last-mentioned  river  flows  in  a  similar  direction,  and  is  most  likely 
an  affluent  of  the  Oued  el-Kebir  in  the  upper  part  of  its  course. 

Kef  oum-et'Tehoul, — Some  little  distance  from  where  we  crossed 
the  fic^^ntier,  not  perhaps  more  than  8  kil.  in  a  direct  line,  though  we 
traversed  very  much  more  ground  to  reach  it,  is  a  douar  of  Arabs  and 
a  deserted  stone  building  called  Bordj  el  Aioun  (Castle  of  the  Wells), 
from  which  a  high  road,  very  rough  at  first,  but  gradually  improving, 
leads  through  a  magnificent  cork  forest  to  the  lead  mines  of  Kef  oum- 
et-TeboiQ,  a  large  and  prosperous  establishment  situated  on  the  last 
slope  of  the  mountains,  and  so  passed  the  fine  fresh  water  lake  of 
Ouerat  el-Hout  (Lake  of  Fish),  along  the  plain  to  La  Calle,  where  we 
arrived  about  9  p.m. 

Our  day's  march,  measured  on  the  map,  was  not  perhaps  more  than 
45  or  50  kil.,  but  we  must  actually  have  gone  over  at  least  70. 

At  La  Calle  our  journey  may  be  said  to  have  terminated,  we  dis- 
missed our  attendants  and  animals,  proceeded  next  day,  2Sth  April,  in 
an  open  boat  to  Bone,  thence  took  the  steamer  for  Algiers,  where  we 
arrived  on  Tuesday,  the  2nd  of  May. 
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CALAIS. 

Baport  hy  Chmul  Hotham  an  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Calaitfor  the 

Tear  1675. 

Imposts. 

The  principal  increase  in  the  imports  at  Calais  during  the  year  1875 
was  in  raw  wool,  coal,  su^far,  iron,  flax  and  cotton  yams,  woollen  tissues, 
jute,  oleaginous  grains,  nitrate  of  soda,  bitumen,  &c.  The  decrease  was 
chiefly  in  cotton  woo^  cotton  tissues,  woods  for  building,  yeast,  and 
flax. 

A  great  falling  off  is  observed  in  the  import  of  Baltic  timber  at  this 
port.  It  is  true  that  the  stock  on  hand  at  the  end  of  1874  was  con- 
siderably larger  than  at  present,  still  there  is  a  manifest  want  of 
activity  in  the  trade,  only  9/  timber-laden  vessels  having  entered  Calais 
in  1875,  against  144  similar  vessels  in  1874,  the  decrease  in  1875  being 
from  9,600  to  9,700  tons  weight  of  timber.  The  increased  value  of  the 
wood  and  also  the  price  of  labour  has  tended  much  to  bring  this  about, 
and  has  indubitably  restricted  speculation. 

I  am  imable  to  give  the  value  of  the  imports  at  Calais  in  1875,  but 
in  weight  they  amounted  to  186,340  tons.  I  enclose  a  table  showing 
the  increase  or  decrease  in  the  several  articles  of  import  during  the  past 
year  (Table  I.). 

EXPOBTS. 

The  chief  increase  in  exports  was  in  eggs,  potatoes,  fresh  fruits, 
fresh  vegetables,  wines,  woollen  tissues,  sugar,  toys,  mercery  and  hard- 
wares, and  osiers.  The  decrease  was  in  rags,  pottery  and  porcelain, 
glass,  bottles,  manufactures  of  wrought  iron,  furniture,  Ac. 

l^e  whole  of  the  exports,  so  to  say,  were  to  G-reat  Britain,  as  usuaL 
In  weight  they  amounted  to  23,167  tons.  I  have  added  a  table  showing 
the  increase  or  decrease  in  the  several  articles  of  export  during  the  past 
year  (Table  II.). 

Customs  Beosipts. 

The  customs  receipts  at  this  port  during  the  ^ear  1875  show  a  net 
increase  of  380,657  fr.  over  the  previous  year.  This  increase  was  prin- 
cipally in  the  import  dues. 

Laci  Am)  Tulle. 

Notwithstanding  the  precarious  nature  of  this  branch  of  industry, 
there  have  been  signs  for  sotne  little  time  past  of  the  stagnation  of  the 
last  two  or  three  years  coming  to  an  end.  These  expectations  indeed 
are  already  realized,  for  if  the  manufactories  of  St.  Pierre-les-Calais  are 
not  yet  enjoying  the  prosperity  of  former  years,  there  is  at  any  rate  a 
marked  tenaency  to  the  resumption  of  this  business. 

Tulle,  as  I  nave  observea  on  former  occasions,  is  a  creature  of 
fashion,  and  is  consequently  subject  to  various  subtle  influences  which 
it  is  impossible  accurately  to  deflne.  Certain  important  houses  in 
Paris,  however,  have  lately  given  a  fresh  impulse  to  thb  trade  by  their 
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orderB  for  the  spring  fashions,  and  this  has  naturally  called  forth  the 
energy  of  the  lace  and  tulle  manufacturers.  The  workmen  haye  heen 
re-engaged,  and  the  machines  generally  are  at  work  again.  Those 
kinds  of  silk  manufactures,  too,  which  suffered  most  during  the  crisis 
appear  likely  to  he  in  favour  again.  That  known  as  *'  Cachemire/'  for 
instance,  is  in  considerable  request,  and  commands  a  ready  sale. 

On  the  whole,  the  tulle  and  lace  manufacturers  in  this  neighbour- 
hood are  sanraine  of  more  prosperous  times ;  at  any  rwe,  a  grsflbsr 
activity  alreac^  prevails  in  the  tr»le  than  has  manifested  itself  during 
the  past  two  or  three  years. 

Shippiito. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  ths  amount  of  British  shipping  at  ihe 
port  of  Calais  dving  the  past  year.  This  was  partly  due  to  the  new 
service  of  the  twin-mip  **  Gastalia  "  as  well  as  to  the  closing  of  the  pofi 
of  Boulogne  from  November  6th  to  November  20th,  1875,  owing  to  ths 
wreck  of  the  "  Charles  Dickens,"  by  which  the  Boulogne  tramc  was 
tenworarily  diverted  to  Cakds. 

The  total  number  of  British  ships  entering  Calais  in  1875  was 
l^iSA.  Of  these  8  were  from  France,  5  feom  Sweden,  4  from  Psra. 
2  boat  TWkey»  2  from  Algeria,  1  from  Busna,  and  1  from  HsiQandl^ 
Uiofr  showing  1,201  British  vessels  as  havmg  entered  Calais  from  Great 
Britain. 

I  enclose  a  table  of  the  above  with  their  tonnage  and  eoews  (Tabb 
No.  III.) ;  also  a  table  showing  the  rate  of  freights  por  torn  from  the 
•difierent  ports  to  Calais  (Table  No.  IT.). 

PASssKaEB  Tbaffio. 


The  number  of  passengers  psMODg  through  Calais  in  1875  was 
greater  than  in  any  previous  jrear,  viz.,  209,182.  Of  these  206,985 
passed  between  Dover  and  Calais,  1,307  between  Ofdaisand  F^elksstone 
whilst  the  harbour  at  Boulogne  was  acddenfally  dosed,  and  991 
between  Calais  and  London  direct. 

The  enclosed  table  fNo.  T.)  shows  the  mmiber  of  ItascfeAS  ttf  sni 
from  Ihghnd  through  the  principal  diaand  potts,  from*  whtdi  it  wXl  be 
seen  that  nearly  half  the  entire  number  passed  throi^h  Oalam  Tin 
return,  however,  does  not  include  Antwerp,  where  I9ie  iwabers  to  orf 
from  England  combined  amounted  to  23,730. 

As  Calais  is  now  unquestionably  ths  port  most  frequented  by 
travellers  to  and  from  the  continent,  a  few  words  may  be  considered  to 
be  not  erut  of  place  with  reference  to  tlie  mndi^vmd  hwhiIbju  sf  the 
best  and  most  conlbrtable  mede  of  crossing  the  Chssi&dL  A  sea 
passage  of  even  only  an  hour  and-a-half  to  two  hocan  is  psodnctaife  of 
quite  sufficient  misery  to  many  to  allow  me  to  dismiss  at  once  the  veiy 
common  observation  that  ^too  UMich  fass  is  made  about  so  short  a 
passage."  To  a  vast  number  of  travellers,  however,  sea-sickness  is  a 
cealilT,  and  aH  argument  on  the  subject  is  usdhnn.  The  veaik  qwestion, 
therefore,  is  simply  this : — Are  we  provided  widi  the  best  metam  sf 
alleviating,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power,  the  daily  disoemfort  (I  namm 
mild  term)  experienced;  by  the^  migority  of  traveUors  » their  paBBSga>ts 
and  fr>om  the  continent? 

In  common  with  others  who  have  an  opportunity  of  jirfgrag  i  hmm 
eiven  much  attention  to  this  subject,  and  I  must  eoslbss  tiftbt  vatQ  we 
nave  harbours  where  large  and  powerfel  vesaete  can  lie  aoeoflnnodbM^ 
I  do  not  really  see  that  the  size  of  the  preaent  weUkibased  paekels  fsr 
a  regahr  service  day  and  night  in  aH  weatbiers  em.  be  nwtsiiaUy  in- 
proved. 
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I  am  aware  that  this  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  trayelling  public  in 
l^eneral,  Mid  we  all  knew  ihsA  two  attempts  were  made  last  year  to 
introduce  a  krg^r  class  of  vessel  on  this  station.  I  allude,  of  coarse, 
to  the  "  Beraem^  '*  aa  weU  aa  to  Captain  Dicey 'a  twin^ahip  **  Castalia." 
The  first-named,  though  a  i^mAy,  powerful  vessel,  did  not  appear  to 
answer  all  the  ^pectationa  which  had  been  formed  of  her,  and  after 
one  or  two  tnala  in  the  month  of  May,  1875,  the  idea  of  runniog  her 
r^nilarly  between  Dover  and  Calais  was  finallv  abandoned.  The 
^  Castalia,**  which  came  out  three  months  after waitlB,  fidled  in  speed,  in 
thfiae  d£^s  a  serious  drawback  to  any  Channel  steamer ;  in  many  other 
respects,  however,  she  appears  to  nave  been  a  success.  Anyhow,  a 
laudable  spirit  of  enterprize  was  shown  by  the  genfiemen  conneeted 
with  both  uideriakings,  and  I  confess  I  was  myself  sanguine  as  to  the 
results  antieiped^.  Both  vessels,  too,  had  the  advanta^  of  being  com- 
manded by  a  aeaman  who  is  second  to  none  ia  tha  Chaaael  for  intelli- 
gence and  abflitjf^  in  this  peculiar  and  d^kult  Mnioa,  In  November 
last  the  '*  Castalia  "  was  withdrawn  for  altesations,  repanm^  <&c.,  and  has 
not  as  yet  (ISdi  April,  1870,)  come  out  agiun.  We  hear,  however,  of  a 
new  and  more  powerful  ship  being  built  on  the  same  principle  with  a 
goacaoteed  apeM  of  fourteen  knots ;  bu^  whether  this  spaed  is  attained 
or  not,  I  adhere  to  my  opinion — and  I  have  watdied  the  service^liesa 
iar  many  years  past — that  the  risk  of  entering  the  existing  harbour  at 
Calais  witn  so  large  a  vessel  as  the  "  Castalia  "  is  too  greatlfor  properly 
carrying  on  a  regular  service  in  all  seasons  and  in  all  weathers,  as  it  is 
now  carried  on  with  the  present  class  of  packets.  In  short,  there  is 
only  one  real  solution  to  this  question,  viz.,  to  widen  and  deepen  tlie 
entrance  to  Calais  harbour.  Until  this  is  done  we  cannot  well  improve 
the  present  vessels,  which  perform  a  difficult  ser\*ice  with  safety  and 
regularity,  and  with  as  muck  punctuality  as  winds  and  tides  will  allow. 
But  while  on  the  subject  of  ihe  Channel  passage,  the  most  gigantic 
■engineering  undertaking  yet  proposed — ^the  Channel  tunnel — snould 
not  be  for^ten.  The  preliminary  difficulties  necessary  to  a  work  of 
such  magnitude  have  already  been  overcome,  and  en  this  side  of  the 
llhannel  borings  were  commenced  six  weeks  ago  at  the  village  of  San- 
gatte, about  four  miles  to  the  west  of  Calais,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
tiie  oatnre  of  tiie  difierent  chalk  formations.  A  depth  of  22  metres  has 
already  been  attained,  and  in  three  or  four  months  more  Uie  total  depth 
required,  from  135  to  150  metres,  will  be  reached.  These  operations 
are  shortly  to  be  carried  on  day  and  night  as  soon  as  th«  water  is  got 
rid  of;  indeed,  there  is  an  evident  determiaation  on  both  sides  of  the 
Channel,  on  the  part  of  those  connected  with  this  enterprize,  that  no 
energy  shall  be  wanting  to  ensure  success  to  the  most  gigantic  under- 
taking of  modem  times. 

Agbicultubs. 

The  harvest  of  1875  in  this  district  is  returned  as  follows : — 

Department  of  the  iVitw^?.— Generally  a  fair  crop  for  all  kinds  of 
corn. 

Department  qf  ike  Fme  de  Calais. — ^Wheat,  rye,  and  barley,  £Eur ; 
oats  and  potatoes,  moderate ;  f ornge,  poor. 

Department  i^the  Samme, — Whea^  moderate ;  rye  and  fbragi^  jjQod^ 
'joate,  fair ;  barley,  bad ;  potatoes,  poor. 

The  wheat  barvest  of  1875,  however,  was  poor  in  omspaiaiOQ  with 
that  of  tho  previoua  year,  as  the  feUowiiig  figures  wail  ahow : — 
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Department 

Produce  of  Wheat 
in  1874. 

Estimated 

Produce  of  Wheat 

in  1875. 

Nord        

Pas  de  Calais      .. 
Somme 

Quarters. 

1,366,052 

1,232,852 

860,957 

Quarters. 
916,837 
892,420 
522,728 

The  extent  of  the  Department  of  the  Pas  de  Calais  is  1,682,005 
English  acres,  classed  as  follows  : — 

Acres. 
Arable  lands,  canals,  and  railways  . .         . .     1,270,900 

Meadow  land 107,215 

Woods,  osier  beds,  &c 87,498 

Orchards,  hop  grounds,  and  gardens. .         . .  60,946 

Wasteland 38,155 

Marsh  lands,  turf  pits,  &c 7,670 

Other  lands  not  chissed  59,621 

I  have  not  the  returns  for  1875,  but  in  1874  780,277  English  acres 
were  under  cultivation  for  different  kinds  of  cereals,  as  follows : — 


Nature  of  Crop. 

Extent  in  1874. 

Yield  in  1874. 

Wheat 

Oats        

Barley 

Wheat  and  rye  mixed  . . 

Bye         

Dry  vegetables  . . 
Other  grain 

Acres. 
861,585 
197,540 
65,090 
89,778 
88,096 
22,267 
65,987 

Quarters. 

1,232,852 
985,558 
835,158 
125,928 
119,286 
78,213 
142,068 

Total       .. 

780,277 

8,019,058 

The  following  is  the  latest  return  of  the  number  of  cattle,  horses, 
poultrj,  &c.,  ia  the  Department  of  the  Pas  de  Calais. 

Number. 

Sheep 292,620 

Oxen 187,026 

Pigs 150,861 

Goats 35,515 

Horses 78,886 

Asses 7,122 

Mules 2,762 

Powls 1,475,292 

Beehives  19,751 

Dogs 68,868    ' 

Coal  Mikes. 

The  coal  mines  in  the  Department  of  the  Pas  de  Calais  are  in  a 
prosperous  copdition.  In  1874  (the  full  returns  for  1876  have  not  yet 
reached  me)  the  total  produce,  it  is  true,  was  8,901  tons  less  than  in 
1878 ;  but  exceptional  quantities  had  been  required  since  the  war,  and' 
the  years  1872  and  1873,  therefore,  should  not  be  taken  into  account 
in  comparing  results.  In  1874  2,973,789  tons  were  raised,  to  which 
must  be  added  34,451  tons  in  stock,  making  a  total  of  3,008,240  tons ; 
this  quantity  was  disposed  of  as  follows  :— 
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Tons. 
For  working  the  minesy  oonBamed   by  the 

yirotkmen,  kc  248,668 

Sold  in  the  department  of  the  Pas  de  Oalais, 

for  hooBeholdporpoeeB,  mannbctorieifi  &a. •     748^890 

Total  coDsnmption  in  the  Pas  de  Calais        ..        ..  997,558 

Sold  to  the  department  of  the  Kord 999,797 

Sold  to  other  departments       986,898 

Stock  on  hand  on  81st  December,  1874        . .        . .  28,992 

Total 8,008,240 

The  ayerage  price  of  the  above  coal  was  14a8. 6d,  per  ton  at  the  pit's 
mouth. 

It  appears  that  in  1853,  when  these  coal  mines  were  first  fully  at 
work,  the  toi»l  consumption  of  coal  in  this  department  was  890,741 
tons ;  in  1863  it  was  713,915  tons,  and  in  1878  it  was  1,437,766  tons. 

The  consumption,  therefore,  in  this  department  has,  so  to  say, 
doubled  in  every  ten  years. 

19,464  workmen  were  Employed  in  1874  in  connection  with  these 
mines,  viz :  15,600  in  the  pits  and  8,864  above  ground. 

Wages  seem  to  vary  but  very  little  during  the  last  year  or  so.  In 
1873  the  workmen  under  grouna  earned  4  fr.  1  c.  per  diem ;  those  above 
ground  being  paid  1  fr.  61  c.  In  1874  the  former  received  4  &.  1  c 
and  those  above  ground  1  fr.  64  c.  The  total  amount  paid  for  wages 
in  1874  by  the  different  companies  was  21,253,230  fr.  (850,129Z.) 

During  the  year  1874  accidents  occurred  to  956  workmen  in  these 
mines ;  42  of  these  cases  were  fatal,  the  proportion  of  fatal  accidents 
being  1  to  every  463  workmen;  in  1873  tne  proportion  was  1  to  every 
465  workmen. 

The  coal  mines  in  the  Department  of  the  Nord  have  hitherto  been 
slightly  more  productive  than  those  in  the  Pas  de  Calais.  I  have  not 
the  correct  return  for  1875,  but  for  the  first  six  months  of  tiiat  year, 
the  quantity  raised  in  the  two  departments  was  as  follows  :— 

Tons. 

In  the  Pas  de  Calais 1,610,521 

„     Nord 1,601,549 

The  produce  of  coal,  therefore,  in  the  Fas  de  Calais  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  past  year,  was  slightly  in  excess  of  the  produce 
of  the  Nord. 

SuoAB  Manufactobies. 

There  are  ninety-seven  sugar  manufactories  and  two  refining  houses 
in  this  department.  These  produced  during  the  season,  1874-75, 
58,442  tons  of  sugar,  or  4,516  tons  in  excess  of  the  previous  year 
1873-74. 

DiSTILLSBIES. 

Thore  are  twenty-eight  distilleries  in  the  Department  of  the  Pas  de 
Calais,  producing  last  season  8,011,162  gallons  of  spirit,  being  66,929 
gallons  more  than  in  the  previous  year ;  this  qiumtity  was  made  from 
the  following : — 


[620]  4m 
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No  spirit  was  manufactured  from  potatoes. 


Bbewebies. 


French  as  well  as  English  beer  is  largely  consumed  in  the  north  of 
France.  I  have  no  return  of  the  exact  quantity  brewed  last  year  in 
this  department,  but  in  1874  there  appears  to  Have  been  a  dimmation 
in  the  production  of  the  better  kinds,  through  an  increase  of  806,277 
gallons  of  small  beer,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Tobacco. 

GPhe  Department  of  the  Pas  de  Calais  in  1875  had  1,8^  acres 
under  cultivation  for  the  production  of  8,086,440  lbs.  of  tobacco  for  the 
Government,  which  tobacco  was  to  be  furnished  at  the  following 
price : — 

Per  Kilo. 
•Fr.    c, 

Ist  quality 1    45 

2nd     „ 1    12 

8rd      „ p    88 

The  six  commoner  kinds  are  fiiruished  respectively  at  the  rate  q: 
66  c,  56  c,  44  c.,  83  c,  22  c,  'and  10  c.  ppr  kifo.  About  17,2^ 
tobacco  plants  appear  to  be  planted  to  each  iBnglish  acre.   '  '^*** 

Population. 

The  last  census  (1872)  gave  the  population  of  the  Fas  de  Calais  as 
761,168  inhabitants,  its  extent  being  1,682,005  acres. 

I  have  not  the  returns  for  the  past  year,  but  in  1874  the  births  in 
this  Department  were  7,826  in  excess  of  the  deaths,  vis.;  births, 
24,096 ;  deaths,  16,270 ;  of  the  24,096  births  (of  which  1,052  were  still- 
bom)  12,481  were  boys  and  11,615  girls,  and  the  proportion  of 
legitimate  to  illegitimate  births  was  21,886  of  the  formeri  to  2,200 
illegitimate. 

Of  the  406  twins  bom  in  the  department  in  1874,  250  w»re  boja 
and  216  girls;  of  the  boys  217  were  born  alive,  and  88  still-born ;  of 
the  ffirls  ^00  were  born  alive  and  16  still-bom. 

Five  instances  occurred  of  three  at  a  birth.  Of  these  fifteen 
children,  fourteen  were  boys. 

The  6,095  marriages  which  took  place  in  the  department  in  1874 
were  thus  composed : — 

Namber. 

Between  bachelors  and  spinsten 5,100 

„       bachelors  and  widows 267 

„       widowers  and  spinsters 508 

,t       widowers  and  widows 280 

Total       ••        0,005 
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The  above  number  ia  337  less  than  the  marriages  in  1873^  and  660 
lefs  than  in  1872. 

Of  the  6,095  marriages  contracted  in  1874,  2  were  between  uncles 
and  nieces,  and  25  between  brothers-in-law  and  sisters-in-law. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  department  was  16,270,  yiz. : 
8,225  males  and  8,045  females. 

Public  Wobks. 

Some  important  works  are  about  to  be  executed  at  this  port  to  the 
east  of  the  town  of  Calais,  comprising  a  new  qnd  capacious  floating 
basin,  an  entrance  harbour  to  the  same,  new  and  mofe  powerful  sluice?, 
and  a  railway  station  more  conveniently  adapted  for  the  packet  service. 

These  works  were  authorized  by  a  vote  in  the  Katio^al  Assembly  in 
November,  1875,  and  are  estimated,  with  jBome  slight  modifications  to 
the  original  plan,  to  cost  15,000,000  fr.  or  600,000?  By  the  aid  of  the 
new  bluic<^s  a  greater  depth  of  water  will  be  obtained  at  the  entrance  of 
thp  harbour.  While,  however,  this  increased  depth  will  naturally  be 
of  the  greatest  benefit  to  shipping,  it  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the 
question  of  widening  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  should  ppfc  be  qyer- 
lopked,  for  in  truth  tne  one  is  almost  as  indispensable  as  the  other. 

The  amount  required  for  carrjring  out  these  improvements  is  to  be 
advanced  to  the  Government  by  the  Calaw  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
this  corporation — ^to  indemnify  themselves  for  the  difference  of  interest 
pay^le— are  authorized  to  levy  a  tax  of  45  c.  per  registered  ton  on  all 
vessels  entering  the  port  with  merchandize,  and  of  10  c.  per  totf  on 
psfssenger  vessels.  Pilot  and  fishing  boats,  however,  as  well  as  French 
mpn-oi-war  are  exempt.  This  tax  took  eflfect  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1^76,  though  the  works  projected  will  certainly  not  be  commepcea 
this  year. 

The  extent  of  the  new  sluice  basin  is  to  be  197  acres,  and  the 
flqatius  basin  proposed  will  be  2,296  feet  in  length  by  393  feet  iu 
bceadtn.  The  t^ail  packets  will  lip  alongside  a  now  quay  of  a  length  of 
984  feet;  and  where  there  will  be  12  feet  of  water  at  the  lowest  tidps. 

Such  are  the  works  as  at  present  proposed ;  and  when  finished  they 
wjll  doubtless  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  port  of  Calais ;  but  seyeral 
years  must  elapse  before  their  completion. 

lUlLWATS. 

The  railway  from  Calais  to  Dunkirk  is  to  be  opened  this  seasop,  sq 
it  is  said ;  the  I^orthem  of  France  Bailway  having  taken  the  completion 
of  it  in  hand. 

MSTEOBOLOOT* 

As  I  have  observed  on  a  former  occasion,  the  climate  of  Calais  is 
remarkably  healthy,  notwithstanding  that^  this)  coast  is  subject  to 
sudden  variations  of  temperature.  I  enclose  a  table  (No.  VI.)  giving 
the  results  of  observations  taken  at  Calais  during  the  year  1875,  of  the 
barometer,  thermometer,  and  of  the  rainfall.  Also  a  table  showing  the 
prevalent  Innds  during  the  same  year  (Table  No.  VII.). 

Calais,  April  18, 1876. 
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Passekoisrs  between  England  and  France  at  the  Principal  Channel 
Porta  during  the  Tear  1875. 


At  what  Port. 


Calais^ 
Januaiy        •• 

February 

Maitsh  

April 

liiy 

Jane 

July 

Aagiist  •  *         

September 

October         

Korember 

December 

Total  at  Calais 

„      Boulogne       ». 

„      Dieppe 

,1      Havre  . .  . . 

Total  at  principal  French  ports 
„      Ostend 

Qeneral  total 


Nnmber  of 

PasBengers 

Landed. 


6425 

5,192 

7,404 

6,986 

9,294 

9,878 

11,816 

18,871 

11,028 

9,809 

8,004 

6,228 


105,180 
55,667 
82,865 
12,108 


205,765 
19,268 


225,088 


Number  of 
Passengers 
Embarked. 


5,548 

4,801 

6,495 

8,685 

10,592 

9,441 

9,869 

12,201 

14,823 

10,687 

6,795 

5,170 


104,002 
57,687 
81,153 
10,162 


202,954 
20,549 


228,508 


Total 
Passengers. 


11,668 
9,998 
18,899 
15,621 
19,886 
19,319 
20,685 
26,072 
25,851 
20,446 
14^799 
11,398 


209,182 

118,804 

64,018 


408,719 
89,817 


448,586 


Meteobolooical  Observations  at  Calais  during  the  Tear  1876.    Three 
Observations  taken  Daily,  viz.,  Morning,  Noon,  and  Night. 


Barometer  (in  MUUmares). 

Thennometer  (Centigrade). 

Rainfall. 

Month. 

Maxi- 
mum- 

Mini- 
mnm. 

Mean. 

Maxi- 
mom. 

Mini- 
mom. 

Mean. 

Number 

of  Days' 

Bain. 

Amount 
InMilli- 
mUrei. 

January       

770 

788 

780-67 

"1 
10; 

1 

7-37 

10 

185 

February      

768 

789 

755-88 

-4 

808 

85 

March 

768 

746 

768-04 

13 

-2 

6-66 

80 

S5?:::    ::: 

769 

741 

756-84 

20 

6 

10-50 

291 

767 

748 

757-62 

2i\ 

11 

17-86 

42 

Jnne 

767 

747 

76612 

28 

15 

19-92 

28 

Jnly 

767 

747 

755-46 

29 

15 

19*46 

10 

127 

Auguit         

765 

751 

768-88 

83i 

16 

21-50 

iSH 

September    

764 

749 

758-87 

25 

12 

18.61 

October        

768 

784 

751-06 

20 

4 

11-72 

99 

Norember    

761 

785 

750-81 

16 

-2 

7-06 

10 

143 

December     

768 

748 

767-87 

18 

-6 

4-82 

41 

Mean  in  1876 

•«• 

758-83 

12*20 

TMal         

... 

... 

... 

... 

74 

9241 

768-88    Millimitns=29*68  inch. 
12*20    Centigrade=64  FUur. 
924i  MiIli]nHre8=:86*40  ineb. 


There  were  thirty  days  of  frost  at  Calais  in  1875,  viz.,  on  Febmary 
7,  8,  9, 10, 11, 19,  20,  21,  22,  28,  24,  25,  27,  and  28 ;  March  1,  2,  6,  28, 
24 ;  Noyember  25,  28,  29,  80 ;  and  December  1,  2,  8,  4,  5,  6,  7. 

Snow  fell  on  nine  days,  viz.,  March  1 ;  November  26,  27 ;  and  on 
December  1,  2,  8,  4,  5,  6. 
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Fliirci^. 


MsTSOBoiOQiCii.  Obserrations  at  Calais  .cluring  the  Tear  1875. 
Direction  of  the  Wind.  Four  Obserrations  taken  daily,  viz.,  at 
DHylight,  Noon,  SOliset,  kni  Midiiiglit. 


Kumbecof 

Komber  of 

IHrectionoftheWind. 

ObBervailons 

ObaeiTA&ions 

Remarks. 

in  1874. 

in  1875. 

N.  ....       

89 

76 

N.H.B.      . 

.84 

22 

" 

N.E. 
B.N.B,       . 

B.  .J 
B.S.E. 

S.B. 

166 

80 
%0 

m 

185 
51 

J58 
47 

116 

Total   obaervaaotiS   of 
easterly  winds— 

In  1874     :.     422 
1875     ..     574 

as.fi. 

89 

50 

s.  .. 

« 

88 

S.S.W.       . 

n 

66 

" 

aw. .     . 
w.aw.    . 

N.W., 

851 
162 
U6 
M 

248 
154 
111 
56 
114 

Total   obser^adSns   of 

^"^Mf^.     895 
1875     . .     772 

N.N.W.     . 

88 
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COBSICA. 

Beport  hy  Obnsul  Shortt  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Corsica 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

The  annexed  tables  will  show  tbe  augmentation  and  diminution  of 
the  export  and  import  trade  of  the  islimd.  Though  the  fluctuations 
are  considerable  there  is  evidence  of  increased  commerce.  In  a  few 
years  hence  there  is  e?erj  probability  of  an  increased  export  trade  in 
wine  and  cedrate  (the  candied  citron),  a  large  extent  of  land  being  re- 
cently planted  with  vines  and  cedratiers.  Tables  A  and  B,  showing 
this  increase  of  cultiyation,  are  annexed.  Howevel*,  want  of  capital  and 
timidity  in  speculation  retard  the  development  of  many  sources  of 
wealth,  such  as  mines,  marble  quarries  (Corsica  possesses  vast  quantities 
of  the  most  beautiful  marbles),  and  forests  of  splendid  timber.  Tbe 
division  of  land  into  small  holdings,  sunplyin^  easily  the  modest  wants 
of  the  peasant  proprietor,  militates  greatly  against  any  real  improvement. 

MiKSS. 

The  Victoria  Copper  Mine  of  Linquizetta,  the  first  mine  in  Corsica 
conceded  to  an  English  association,  has  ceased  to  be  worked  within  the 
last  few  months ;  I  am  not  informed  of  the  reason,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  mismanagement  more  than  want  of  ore  has  been  the  cause. 

The  South  Aurora  Mining  Company  have  recently  purchased  a 
nilver-lead  mine  at  a  place  called  Lama,  which  may  prove  to  be  an  im- 
portant undertaking.  The  same  company  have  also  purchased  a  copper 
miuc  at  Olmeta,  the  specimen  of  ore  sent  home  J  am  told  is  of  a  rich 
quality,  but  there  are  great  diflSculties  in  transport  to  be  surmounted. 
Nothing  but  very  skilful  management  can  render  these  mines  paying 
businesses. 

The  grapes  grown  in  the  island  are  according  to  the  opinion  of  many 
continental  wine  growers  of  excellent  quality  for  wine-making,  but 
hitherto  from  want  of  care  and  skill  in  its  manufacture,  the  wine  of  the 
country  is  mediocre,  in  fact  the  vignerons  cannot  afford  to  employ 
skilled  labour  or  to  give  time  for  the  proper  fermentation ;  they  seeK 
only  a  ready  sale  for  it  as  vin  ordinaire. 

The  cedratier  has  been  much  cultivated  of  late  years,  the  prices 
hitherto  realised  render  this  branch  of  industry  most  remunerative ;  the 
largest  plantation  in  the  island  belcmgs  to  an  Englishman,  a  Major 
Murray,  who  has  planted  about  7,000,  which  (if  each  tree  produces,  as 
often  is  the  case,  100  fr.  worth  of  fruit),  will  be  a  large  amount,  but  as 
his  enterprise  is  of  very  recent  date — he  commenced  about  two  years 
ago — a  just  estimate  of  his  probable  success  is  hard  to  arrive  at ;  should 
his  hopes  be  realized,  his  example  is  likely  to  be  followed  by  many  retired 
officers  of  the  Indian  Army  who  find  the  cliqaate  of  England  too  severe. 

Though  situated  so  near  France  and  Italy,  Corsica  is  a  century 
behind  either  countrjr  in  civilization.  The  number  of  vendetta  crimes, 
though  ereatly  diminished,  are  of  frequent  occurrence.  A  murderer  is 
almost  dways  aided  in  his  escape  from  justice  if  it  be  known  that  his 
crime  arose  from  a  vendetta  quarrel.    It  is  right,  however,  to  add  that 
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strangers  are  never  interfered  witb,  and  the  Corsican  bandit  resembles 
in  no  way  tbe  Italian  brigand. 

The  French  Aviso,  the  "  Kleber,"  formerly  the  Imperial  yacht 
"  La  Beine  Hortense,"  is  permanently  stationed  at  Ajaccio,  having  re- 
placed the  "  Or6noque,"  which  was  formerly  stationed  at  Civita'Vecchia 
for  the  Pope. 

An  English  lady  has  purchased  ground  from  the  Commune  of 
Ajacdo,  on  which  to  build  a  Protestant  church ;  when  it  is  finished  it 
is  to  be  handed  over  to  the  International  Church  Society ;  it  will  hold 
about  200  people. 

The  climate  of  Corsica  has  been  proved  to  be  most  beneficial  in 
cases  of  lung  diseases,  but  want  of  proper  accommodation  and  food 
for  invalids,  prevent  physicians  sending  their  patients  to  Ajaocio. 
During  the  summer  and  autumn,  malana  fever  is  very  prevalent  and 
most  injurious  to  the  system  of  those  attacked. 

The  greatest  number  of  English  visitors  at  Ajaccio  during  the  winter 
months  was  in  1878,  amounting  to  eighty-eight.  A  good  many 
Scandinavians  and  Germans  pass  the  vrinter  in  Corsica.  Latterly,  a 
Danish  Consul  has  been  appointed  to  reside  at  Ajaccio. 

Table  No.  I. — ^Importation. 


^9  -  A  .  —  -    ^^m  m.m  -  — -*-  — .-JH.— ■-. 

Unite. 

Tear. 

Diifonnoe. 

Nature  of  Merchandise. 

1876. 

1874. 

Plot. 

Minna. 

Oxen       

Head 

942 

1,160 

••• 

257 

Wood  for  bonding       

Metre 

1,100 

868 

746 

... 

Colfee      

Kilo 

168,782 

180,962 

... 

17,170 

Hemp,  combed 

iJetre'cobe  Z 

7,026 

10,461 

... 

8,425 

Charcoal 

6,888 

18,888 

7,969 

Honee     

Head 

47 

84 

... 

87 

SacWng  pi|58      

Kilo. :;:    :;: 

696 

981 

886 

Hemp  rope 

48,162 

44,019 

867 

Foiaje 

»i  •••    ••• 

866,866 

489,998 

128,683 

Wheat      

Qointal  •     ... 

817 

4,026 

... 

8,709 

Flour       

Kiio.  ...        '.'.'. 

869 

2,790 

... 

1,921 

Cheese     

267,628 

168,662 

98,966 

Coal         

Qointal 
Kilo. 

11.096 

8,780 

7,866 

... 

OUreoU 

26,880 

7,989 

18,841 

... 

Finest  oUre  on 

,,     ...        ... 

62,666 

48,986 

9,120 

Wool        

9,021 

4,414 

4,607 

7,286*975 

Italian 

II     •••       ••• 

2,777,026 

10,064,000 

... 

8,606,800 

Spanish 

Algerian         

11     •••        ••• 

4.162,'000 

8,60^600 
6,679,000 

... 

2,427,000 

Ui^tanned  skina 

1,968 

188 

iVsif 

... 

Piment     

...        ... 

669 

188 

871 

... 

Salt  fish 

, 

101,162 

72,196 

28,967 

... 

Pepper     

^iuz    ::: 

13,678 

11,984 

1,639 

... 

Lire  pigs 

714 

299 

416 

... 

Bice         

Kilo. 

187,847 

281,080 

... 

78,683 

Fredilard          

J,         

26,406 

28,184 

... 

2,778 

Sogar       

Tobacco— 

II          

1,012,174 

1,010,817 

1,867 

In  leaf 

209,686 

181,648 

28,142 

... 

Hanoftctored 

,,          ...               ... 

7,481 

8,808 

... 

822 

Linen  doth        

II          • 

4,667 

8,924 

... 

4,267 

Salted  meat        

ijirc:::    ::: 

12,228 

17,619 

... 

4,866 

Wine,  Tin  ordtaudre     

Woollen  Btaffli 

80,416 

102,697 

... 

72,181 

Valoe 

4,898 

8,840 

1,068 

«.« 

Cotton       „       

Kilo 

18,069 

6,269 

6,800 

... 

Work  in  iUns  and  leather     ... 

»'     

1,065 

1,127 

... 

72 

1875 
1874 


Valoe  of  merchandiie  imported  in— 

Fr. 

6,667,848 

6,91^S48 


Increase 


642,000 
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Nature  of  MerohaadiM. 


Unite. 


Tear. 


1875. 


1874. 


DUBoreooe. 


Plat. 


Firewood  ... 
WoSklbrbi 


planks  ...       

Cedrate,  freah    

„       salted 

LeinoQB  and  (vanges    ... 
Chesnnts  and  floor 

Bough  coral       

Bark  fmt  tanning 

Mineral  waters 

Fniit        

»    dry 

OliTeoil 

Dry  regetables 

LniiinB     

SUns.  tanned     

Saltikh 

Fresh  flsh 

Totecoo.  mann&cfeared 
Wine,  Tin  ordinaire     ... 

Cmshed  grapes 

Pitch  and  tar     

Silk  in  cocoons 

SIdns,  nntanned 

Oak  baik 


Stere. 


Metre 
Kilo. ... 


Kilo.. 


448 

26,462 

1,866 

424,116 

448,718 

1,176,886 

182,762 

312,888 

88,649 

703,080 

14,616 

48,676 

649 

1,666 

16,821 

697,686 

2,809 

890 

12,638 

'3i962 
176,700 

2,'l3S 
84,714 


2,487 
27,964 
4,490 


278,619 

149,406 

137,020 

311,693 

1,206,830 

«•• 

198,684 

... 

296,067 

17,781 

10,620 

8,129 

880,410 

822,670 

4,917 

9,699 

80,676 

669 

86 

21,086 

66,291 

416,196 

182,640 

8,820 

... 

1,647 

... 

16,894 

..> 

1,700 

„, 

1,042 

2,910 

84,200 

92,600 

1,969 
1,602 
2,638 


30,446 
16,832 


31,900 

19,'630 
49,476 

6V6l6 
1,967 
3,786 
1,700 


2,038 
24,174 


96 
10,640 


1876   . 
1874   ., 


Valoe  of  merchandise  exported  in— 

Fr. 

4,228,170 

4,433,331 


Diminntion  . 


200,161 
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Table  A. — ^BxTEirr  of  Land  under  Vinejards  and  Eelative  Increase 
according  to  the  Eegistration. 


Arrondissement. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

ijaccio 

Bastia 

Corte 

Calvi 

Sariene 

Hectares. 
42 
60 
70 
10 
15 

Hectares. 
^0 

70 

80 

4 

18 

Hectares. 
78 
90 
92 
8 
25 

Hectares. 

7Q 
102 
104 

20 

25 

Tot^ 

197 

222 

^93 

821 

Corte  alone  has  snffered  from  the  pbyloxera. 

Table  B. — Shqwikg  Increase  of  Plantation  of  Cedr^tiers  in  Cofsica, 
Tears  1873  and  18:^4. 


Arrondissement. 

Number  of  Trees. 

1878. 

1874. 

Ajaccio       

Bastia        

Calvi          

Corte          

Sartene 

8,000 
7,000 
5,000 
800 
8,600 

11,000 

9,600 

6,000 

860 

6,000 

Total      .. 

81,500 

82,350 

Increase  i|i  1874,  860  trees. 
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Beport  by  Consul  Ferry  an  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Reumonfor  the 

Tear  1875. 


Thi  year  1875  did  not  proye  more  faTOurable  than  its  predecessor 
either  to  agriculture  or  commerce. 

Although  there  was  no  hurricane,  the  crops  suffered  from  drought, 
and  afterwards  from  the  tardy  rains  that  lasted  about  four  months,  viz. : 
from  April  to  August. 

The  imports,  though  less  than  during  the  year  1874,  nevertheless 
exceeded  the  wants  of  the  colony,  and  the  total  value  may  be  estimated 
at  from  15,000,000  to.  16,000,000  fr.,  exclusive  of  haberdashery,  iron- 
mongerr,  jewelry,  and  other  articles  introduced  by  commercial  firms 
who  sell  them  in  retail. 

The  reduction  on  last  year's  importation  may  be  estimated  from 
about  2,500,000  to  8,000,000  fr.,  bearing  chiefl;^  on  rice,  corn,  flour, 
guano,  hogs'  lard,  codfish,  soap,  vermouth,  and  wines. 

This  liduction  of  merchandise  did  not,  however,  lower  the  rate  of 
exchange,  which  on  an  average  has  remained  nearly  what  it  was  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1874. 

EXPOBTS. 

Sugar. — The  crop  of  1874-76  was  inferior  to  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  and  onljr  yielded  80,000  tons,  against  88,000  in  1878-74,  thus 
making  a  deficiency  of  20  per  cent. 

The  exportation,  including  2,000  tons  of  old  sugar,  amounted  to 
82,176  tons,  and  was  shipped  to  the  following  ports : — 


Tods. 

Ships. 

SLNssaire        

Bordeaux           

MmeiUes         

BeUelle 

Cadiz 

MauriUoB          

5,881 
1,706 
1,924 
18,827 
6,888 
460 

11 

2 

8 

85 

10 

4 

Total 

82.176 

65 

The  present  crop  will  also  fall  short  of  first  expectations,  and  it  is 
feared  that  it  will  not  exceed  35,000  tons,  of  which  only  11,612  havo 
been  exported  up  to  the  present,  viz. : — 


Tons. 

Ships. 

StNazaire        

BeUelle 

Cadiz 

Cork  (for  orders) 

2,808 

6,161 

1,917 

781 

8 

11 
8 
2 

Total 

11,612 

19 
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The  sugar  of  this  colony  is  so  roughly  prepared  thft  demauds  for 
it  from  Australia  and  other  soutbem  colonies  have  fallen  off,  whereas 
at  Mauritius  the  exportation  for  those  colonies  seems  to  absorb  a  great 
part  of  the  crop. 

Coffee, — ^The  crop  of  1874-76  has  been  less  reduced  than  was 
expected.  Instead  of  being  only  one-third  of  that  of  tho  preceding 
year,  according  to  estimation  it  represents  two-fifths,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  table : — 


{     1874-75. 

1873-74. 

«il08, 

France ]     106,877 

Mauritius i       62,478 

Australia ,         5,875 

Noumea   . .  ♦ 

Lost  by  fire  at  the  depdt  at  St.  Pierre  . .         50,000 

KilOB. 

617,762 
14,075 

2,600 

Total        214,280 

684,387 

The  market  price  in  France  from  December,  1874,  to  November, 
1875,  was  about  202  fr.  90  c.  per  50  kilos,  (cwt.) 

The  crop  of  1875-76,  although  it  is  said  to  have  suffered  from  rain, 
will  be  far  superior  to  the  precediug  crop,  and  is  estimated  at  present 
at  about  300,000  kilos. 

Vanilla, — ^The  last  crop  has  produced  up  to  the  present  21,281 
kilos.,  and  will  probably  reach  22,000/.  This  figure,  though  rather 
higher  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  is,  however,  much  lower  than 
the  estimate  made  some  nine  or  ten  months  ago.  It  would  be  difiicult 
at  present  to  form  an  idea  of  what  may  be  the  amount  of  the  next  crop, 
on  account  of  the  risks  from  hurricanes  at  this  season  of  the  year,  but 
it  is  said  that  the  flowers  and  blossoms  are  less  abundant  than  they 
were  last  year,  and  that  the  plantations  situated  between  St.  Denis  and 
St.  Andr^,  some  of  which  are  ^important  and  extensive, "suffered 
considerably  from  the  cyclone  of 'the  22nd  of  December  last.  New 
plantations  of  vanilla  are  being  constantly  formed,  so  that  unless 
unforeseen  calamities  occur,  this  product  must  gradually  increase. 
Besult  of  vaniUa  produce  for  tne  past  five  years  i^r 

Kilos. 

1871-72 18,771 

1872-78 11,818 

1878-74 9,746 

1874-75 20,872 

1875-76 22,000 

Ihpobts. 

Sice, — The  importation  of  rice  amounted  to  349,932  bags,  viz : — 

Bags. 

Calcutta 217,077 

Chittagong         48,545 

Coroxnandel  Coast         26,860 

Saigon 4,400 

Madagascar        56,760 

Lombock 2,860 

South-east  Coast  o!  Africa        460 

Total       849,982 

[620]  4  y 
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The  three  Cinds  of  rice  most  ia  fkvour  are  the  Bengal,  the 
Chittagong,  and  that  from  the  Coromandel  Coast. 

The  jyTadagascar  and  Saigon  rices  are  less  esteemed,  on  account  of 
the  pulp  thej  contaiD,  and  which  must  be  taken  off  before  being  boiled. 

Wheat, — ^The  importation  of  this  article  was  less  than  hut  year, 
being  in  a  proportion  of  87  per  cent,  on  that  of  1874. 

From  Calcutta        9,950 

Uauritias 163 

PereianGulf 5,207 

Total         15,810 

Tiie  cbnBumptiou  of  bread  decreased,  as  also  the  demand  for  wheat. 
Flour.— 610  barrels    arrived    from    France    and    206    tons   from 
Mauritius,  being  a  reduction  on  1874  of  40  tons. 

Cattle. — 3,442  head  of  cattle  from  Madagascar  against  3,821  iu 
1874. 

Nomber. 

Horses,  large  size 89 

Ponies,  from  Lombock 44 

Mules,  from  France  150 

„     fromLaPUU 710 

Turtles,  from  Madagascar 6,990 

Oram. — The  importation  of  grain  from  Mauritius  lowered  prices. 

Bags  of  75  Idiot. 

FromCoringhi 16,665 

Persian  Gulf         5,040 

Mauritius 6,815 

Total         28,080 

LentiU. — 723  bags,  of  which  503  came  from  Calcutta  and  226  from 
Auvergne,  the  latter  sold  at  32  fr.  50  c.  per  50  kilos.,  and  those  from 
Calcutta  at  18  fr.  per  50  kilos. 

Cape  Peas. — 474  tons,  price  17  fr.  ^  c. 

Woeme8.'—S20  tons,  price  9  fr.  50  c. 

JBeer. — 6,127  cases  and  78  casks. 

Brandy. — J»^^^  cases  and  22  casks. 

Ooeoa-^ut  Vil. — 165  barrels. 

Linteed  0*/.:— 868  demijohns  and  17  casks. 

Olive  Oil. — 4,943  cases  and  demijohns,  and  6  casks.  Of  these  685 
were  from  Mauritius  and  the  remamder  from  France.  This  supply 
being  insufficient,  prices  were  high,  the  quantity  consumed  being  esti- 
mated at  6,000  cases. 

Petroleum  Oil. — 8,765  cases  and  15  casks.  The  average  price  was 
from  65  to  70  c.  the  litre. 

PiifacMo  Oil. — 944  casks  from  ihe  Coromandel  Coast  and  the  Sey- 
chelles, price  9<)  c.  the  litre. 

Liqueurs. — 1,921  cases  and  17  casks. 

Vermouth, — 8,230  cases  and  76  casks. 

WP?«e».— 8,852  casks,  694  cases.  The  Bordeaux  wine  is  retailed  at 
100  fr.  to  lip  ft.  the  cask,  but  last  July  speculatbtt  phtchased  the 
greater  part  of  the  stock  at  prices  varying  from^05  fr.  to  l25  fr.  The 
prices  of  the  "  Vins  de  Provence "  and  the  "  Vins  de  Nantes "  have 
also  fluctuated.  The  *'  Vins  de  Caisse  "  are,  to  to  sneak,  unsaleable,  as 
the  manner  of  packing  them  inspires  purchasers  with  distrust. 
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Vinegar. — 2,240  demijohns  and  20  casks. 

Building  MateriaU, — ^Articles  sacfa  as  deal  planks,  bricks,  coals, 
lime,  cement,  and  tiles  used  by  shipowners  and  freighters  to  complete 
their  cargoes  brought  but  low  prices.  "  Bois  de  Sap,"  deal  joists, 
26,551,  of  which  10,255  have  been  imported  directly  from  Norway, 
ll.i^o  from  Mauritius,  and  12,831  from  Havre,  Nantes,  Bordeaux,  and 
Marseilles.     Prices  were  steady. 

Fireproof  Biicks.SlfiOO  from  Nantes,  50,000  from  Marseilles. 

C^(wi/*.— 2,050  tons. 

Lime, — 609  barrels. 

Cement — 5,^59  kegs. 

Hollotc  2^7<?*.— 146,000. 

Flat  Tilei.— 27,000. 

I>ried  and  Salt  FisJi. — Mackerel,  4,095  barrels ;  codfish,  7,626  casks, 
against  10,570  of  last  year;  but  notwithstanding  this  reduction,  prices 
have  been  lower. 

Divers  Dried  jRwr/*.— 5,719  parcels,  9  bags,  21  barrels,  45  casks, 
S  cases,  and  138  tons. 

iSalt  Provisions, — Imported  from  Nantes  351  cases  and  5  barrels  of 
butter,  against  307  cases  in  1874.    Prices  same  as  last  year. 

Salt  Beef.— 279  barrels. 

Sams.'-^ia  casks  and  5  cases,  against  58  casks  and  11  oases  in 
1874. 

Bacon. — 1,448  barrels. 

Hogs'  Lard, — 2,157  cases  from  India,  766  cases  from  Nantes,  50 
cases  from  Havre,  total  5,973  cases.  The  price  fof  this  article  hW  been 
very  high. 

Shipping. 
Entbbed. 


Norway 

Hewfonndlaud 

HaTre 

Nantes 

Bordeaux 

Maraeilles.. 

La  Plata 

Peru         

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Mozambique 

Madagascar 

No6gi-b6 

Mauritius 

St.  Paul  and  Amsterdam 

Seychelles 

Persian  Gulf 

Calcutta 

Chittagong 
Coromandel  Coast 

Lombock 

Saigon 

Total 

Against  in  1874  . 


Ships. 


Tons. 


1 

420 

3 

781 

2 

782 

20 

0,889 

% 

1,007 

11 

4,886 

6 

8,141 

8 

1,885 

2 

486 

1 

815 

51 

18,181 

1 

88 

84 

14,934 

8 

167 

4 

184 

2 

828 

25 

12,834 

5 

2,484 

9 

8,065 

1 

897 

1 

289 

238 

66,888 

255 

85,080 

4  V  2 
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Cork         

Rellelle 

Si.  Naaira 

Cadiz        

Mosambique 

Zuudbftr 

Muscat 

Madagaactr 

Notiibd 

Mayotte 

Seychelles 

Manriiios 

St.  Paul  and  Amsterdam 
Straits  of  Sunda  . . 
New  Caledonia    . . 

Saigon 

G^e        

Coiomandel  Coast 


Ships. 


Tons. 


2 

28 

10 

10 

5 

1 

1 

46 

5 

5 

2 

62 
3 

2 
1 

4 
87 


551 

10,692 

4,886 

4,558 

1,304 

300- 

450 

12,046 

777 

1,811 

64 

7,961 

205 

692 

639 

2S9 

1,962 

15,127 


Chittagong          

CalcQtta 

4 
6 

1,892 
2,818 

ToUl        

Against  in  1874  . . 

286 
246 

67,974 
85,152 

The  shipB  may  be  eubdivided  as  follows : — French,  129 ;  Eoglish,  7. 
Coasting  Fwwfo.— French,  88 ;  English,  14. 

Population. 

Number. 

White  and  coloured 115,685 

Immigrants 67,894 

Total 188,529 

B^union,  April  1, 1876. 
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GERMANY. 

DUSSELDORF. 

EtttraeU  hy  OoHtuUQensral  Crowe  from  the  Beport  of  the  Chmmmion  of 
Inquiry  deputed  hy  the  German  Handehtay  to  examine  the  Tariff 
Question. 

Thb  Commission  of  Inquiry  deputed  by  the  Handelstag  to  study 
the  Tariff  Question  drew  up  a  report  which  was  presented  to  the 
GJerman  Government.  !•  have  been  favoured  with  a  sight  of  this 
report,  from  which  I  make  such  extracts  as  I  think  will  be  of 
interest. 

In  the  first  place,  I  may  observe  the  report  is  not  an  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  the  commission ;  it  is  a.prSei$  of  the  conflicting 
views  submitted  for  consideration  by  102  chambers  of  commerce  and 
200  associations,  corporations,  and  tons  in  the  ZoUverein ;  but  it  is  a 
prdeis  which  states  with  lucidity  the  arguments  of  free  traders  and 
protectionists,  leaving  to  the  Government  or  third  parties  to  draw  con- 
clusions for  themselves.  The  report  is  divided  into  sections  treating  of 
articles  of  trade  and  manufactures  alphabetically  in  the  order  in  which 
they  appear  in  the  tariff.    The  first  section  treats  of— 

Rigs  awd  Wastk. 

With  respect  to  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  notice  a  complaint 
generally  made  that  the  export  duty  on  ragd  has  not  been  abolished  by 
France,  Russia,  or  Austria.  Unless  reciprocity  should  be  obtained,  it 
would  be  urgent  to  re-establish  the  export  duty  on  rags  or  raise  tho 
import  duty  on  paper.  Rags  are  sent  in  vast  quantities  from  Germany 
fi-ee  to  America  and  Austria ;  they  cannot  bo  imported  without  duty 
on  the  frontiers  of  any  of  the  states  bordering  on  Germanv.  As  to  this 
I  may  observe  that  previous  to  the  year  1864  Germany  had  no  exporf^ 
of  rags ;  since  then  both  export  and  import  have  steadily  increased, 
though  the  latter  still  exceeds  the  former  iu  a  marked  degree,  viz. : — 

Rags  (not  Silk). 


Imports. 

Exports. 

1850 

1860 

1872 

187i 

Centners. 

9,294 

59,268 

209,000 

499,000 

Centners. 

2,026 

1,879 

16,000 

287,000 

The  question  would  only  have  interest  for  England  if  the  German 
GK>vemment  should  think  of  reimposing  the  export  duty  on  rags. 
Most  of  the  rags  that  enter  the  ZoUverein  are  imported  from  Russia  aud 
Poland. 
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Raw  Cotton  and  Yabn. 


It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  about  one-sixth  of  all  the  yams  used  in 
the  ZoUverein  is  imported  from  abroad,  and  the  principal  furnisher  of 
yarns  to  Germany  is  England.  No  wonder  that  there  should  be  con- 
siderable jealousy  of  us  amongst  the  spinners  of  the  Zolkerein.  The 
import  and  export  are  shown  in  the  following  figures : — 


Imports. 

Exports. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1872. 

1873. 

m4. 

Cotton,  raw 

„      vftrn 

„      bleached  and  dyed... 
„      8  and  more  threads 

Centners. 

2,880,000 

427,000 

10,004 

19,820 

Centners. 

8,460,000 

405,919 

18,221 

19,884 

Centners. 

8,850,000 

887,298 

12,805 

19,823 

Centners. 
614,000 

1 110,000 

Centners. 
1,110,000 

86,200 

Centners. 
814.000 

89,000 

The  report  states  the  number  of  spindles  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land in  1872  at  39,500,000,  in  Germany  in  1873  (including  Alsace- 
Lorraine  with  2,00l),000)  at  6,000,000  spindles.  Two  currents  of 
opinion  exist  as  to  the  produce  of  these  macnines. 

The  Spinners  declare  that  they  have  no  chance  of  competing  effec- 
tivelj  wita  Great  Britain,  and  that  they  have  been  injured  by  oommereial 
treaties.  They  specify  the  case  of  Saxony,  which  worked  720,000 
spindles  in  1862  and  only  460,000  in  1872.  In  England,  they  say, 
spindles  are  laid  down  at  half  the  price  which  they  cost  to  lay  down  m 
Germany.  The  cotton  market  is  close  to  the  factories,  the  field  of 
manufacture  concentrated,  the  population  trained  in  a  mass  to  that 
class  of  labour ;  3  per  cent,  is  saved  in  commission,  as  compared  with 
Germany,  on  every  pound  of  raw  material;  freight  and  carriage  of 
cotton  and  coals  are  low,  and  there  is  little  or  no  loss  incurred  in 
carrying  what  comes  out  at  last  as  waste  from  the  spinnery. 

The  German  spinner  pays  dearly  for  laying  down  spindles;  the 
manufacture  is  not  concentrated,  but  scattered;  the  customers  are 
numerous,  accustomed  to  small  dealing,  and  usually  distant;  they 
require  from  one  factory  a  great  variety  of  articles.  The  German 
spinner  is  only  in  a  position  to  make  cheap  yams.  He  is  bound  to  use 
cheap  materials.  These  cheap  materials  cost  more  to  carry  than  better 
ones,  for  the  manufacturer  pays  for  carrying  30  to  40  per  cent,  of  waste. 
The  yarn  duties  are  so  levied  at  the  ZoUverein  frontier  that  the  coarser 
numbers  pay  at  the  rate  of  6^  to  6  per  cent,  of  their  value,  whereas 
the  finer  ones  (80  to  200)  barely  pay  at  the  rate  of  2^  to  1  per  cent. 
Belgium  and  France  more  justly  levy  duties  which  rise  in  proportion  to 
the  fineness  of  the  article  imported.  In  Alsace  fine  spinning  has  been 
prosperous ;  it  is  now  making  way  for  coarser  spinning,  because  the 
trench  tariff  by  its  ad  valorem  scale  prohibits  the  entrance  of  fine 
twists  into  France — Russia,  Portugal,  Scandinavia,  aiid  the  United 
States  are  prohibitive  as  regards  English  yams.  Austria  and  Italy  are 
aiming  at  protection  in  the  same  sense.  Germany,  being  the  market 
with  the  lowest  duties,  England,  of  course,  pours  in  its  wares  and  stores 
them  there*  Taking  all  these  points  into  consideration,  the  spinners 
declare  themselves  dissatisfied  with  all  the  duties  except  the  lowest  one 
of  2  th.  (6  marks)  on  plain  varus.  For  all  numbers  above  twenty-four 
they  consider  the  present  duties  too  low.  Chemnitz  and  Augsburg 
specially  advocate  a  scale  of  duties  rising  with  the  fineness  of  the 
article  imported.  Two  chambers  ask  for  ad  valorem  duties  instead  of 
duties  by  weight. 
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The  Wf  aiders  are  not  strongly  represented  in  the  report.  Elberfeld, 
which  weaves  but  does  not  spin,  says  it  would  not  care  if  the  yarn  duty 
were  removed.  Oeteris  paribus,  it  is  cheapest  to  make  cloths  with  yam 
that  does  not  pay  a  duty  of  six  marks  per  centner.  But  may  not  free 
yams  ruin  German  spinners  and  ultimately  help  to  raise  prices  ? 
Augsburg  has  no  objection  to  the  present  duties  on  yarn,  no  objection 
even  to  higher  duties  on  the  finer  sorts  of  twist  if  these  should  favour 
the  manufacture  of  fine  sorts  nearer  home  than  England.  Berh'n  alone 
openly  declares  against  any  increase  of  duties,  nay,  would  ask  for  the 
repeal  of  existing  duties  were  it  not  out  of  consideration  for  the  ex- 
pressed opinions  of  the  spinners  in  favour  of  their  maintenance. 
Switzerland  has  proved  that  fine  spinning  can  be  carried  on  without 
protection  even  against  the  competition  of  England.  Higher  duties 
than  the  present  ones  would  make  the  half  manufactured  article  dear, 
would  ruin  the  weaver  and  printer  by  precluding  him  from  exporting,  if 
not  from  supplying,  the  home  market  at  a  profit.  If  Englana  pours  in 
and  stores  its  yarns  in  Germany,  it  does  so  at  periods  of  crisis  only, 
and  when  the  overplus  of  production  must  be  got  rid  of  at  any  price. 
No  tarifl^  be  it  ever  so  high,  can  deal  with  a  crisis  of  this  kind. 

Cottons. 

There  is  ^very  reason  for  accepting  as  correct  that  the  consumption 
of  cotton  manufactures  in  the  Zollverein  is  now  over  250^000,000  lbs., 
as  compared  with  100,000,000  lbs.  in  1861.  The  exports  are  small,  but 
the  imports  are  comparatively  equally  so.  For  this  reason  it  may  causa 
surprise  that  the  manufacturers  should  be  so  mucb  afraid  of  compe- 
tition abroad  as  they  show  themselves  to  be  in  the  pages  of  this  report. 

The  figures  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  cottons  are  these : — 


Imports. 

Exports. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

CoUoDfl,  not  clear,  bleached 

, ,       dyed,  printed,  raw,  clear. . . 

„       fine,  dear  (Jaconet,  mtii- 

lln,net) 

Iloslery          

Trimmings  and  braids 

Centners. 
16,264 
22,840 

8,597 

1,198 

891 

Centners. 
18,605 
24,899 

9,775 

1,544 

312 

Centners. 
18,067 
23,127 

9,933 

1,248 

884 

Centners. 

y  166,00 

2.'>,.'i00 
7,160 

Centners. 

131,000 

28,400 
8,090 

Centners. 

174,000 

28,800 
7,260 

The  manufacturers  declare  that  no  good  has  come  of  treaties  of 
commerce  in  respect  of  cotton  goods,  inasmuch  as  all  the  tarifis  of 
foreign  States  except  England  are  higher  than  those  of  the  Zollverein, 
and  England  is  not  to  be  competed  with  on  the  following  grounds : — 
Her  proximity  to  the  sea  and  extensive  maritime  connection ;  posses- 
pion  of  the  first  of  all  ports  of  nrrlval  for  cotton ;  cheap  inacninerv, 
cheap  and  good  coal,  low  working  capital  and  low  interest  payable 
upon  it,  and  last,  not  least,  freedom  from  compulsory  military  service. 
With  tbese  advantages  in  her  possession  England  defies  German  com- 
petition, because  Germany  cannot  sell  a  yard  of  piece  ^oods  in  Britain 
at  a  remunerative  price.  In  Germany  itself  the  abolition  or  reduction 
of  the  present  duties  would  be  productive  of  serious  injury,  as  opening 
the  door  to  English  competition.  It  would,  for  instance,  be  impossible 
to  stem  the  increased  import  of  articles  made  from  waste  which  difier 
in  nothing  to  the  eve  from  those  made  of  pure  cotton.  Equally  impos- 
sible would  it  be  for  Germany  to  compete  in  the  production  of  these 
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articles,  since  the  waste  of  which  they  are  made  comes  from  middle  and 
fine-spinning  factories,  of  which  there  are  few  or  none  in  G^ermanj. 

The  principal  importers  into  Germany  at  present  are  Austaria  and 
Switzerland;  England  only  sends  fine  stuffs  paying  the  higher  class  of 
duties. 

As  to  these  and  duties  generally,  most  of  the  chambers  of  commerce 
are  in  favour  of  an  alternative  course.  Either  they  advocate  the  reten- 
tion of  the  present  tariff,  or  a  modification  of  it  in  favour  of  a  system 
introducing  scales  of  dues  varying  according  to  the  weight  of  raw 
material  or  the  sum  of  labour  expended  on  the  stuff  imported.  Thus, 
instead  of  three  subdivisions  for  cottons  of  80,  48,  and  78  marks,  they 
would  introduce  fourteen  or  more  duties,  as  in  France. 

Elberfeld  and  the  union  of  Bhenish-Westphalian  spinners  are  for 
the  status  quo.  Schweidnitz  would  take  the  duty  on  bleached  cottons 
out  of  the  lower  class  and  raise  it  to  a  higher  one,  on  the  ground  that 
bleaching  takes  10  to  15  per  cent,  of  the  original  weight  off  cotton 
cloth. 

This  is  the  protectionist  side  of  the  question.  Other  views  prevail, 
not  only  at  the  outports,  where  free  trade  has  friends,  but  in  Berlin. 

At  Berlin  the  tariff  as  at  present  arranged  is  declared  to  be  absurd, 
because  the  coarsest  cloth  pays  the  same  duties  as  the  finest  stuff. 
The  import  of  coarse  cottons  is  effectually  prohibited,  whilst  fine  goods 
are  left  without  any  protection  whatever.  Berlin  does  not  say  how  this 
state  of  things  is  to  be  remedied.  As  to  calicoes  and  "  printers,"  it 
advocates  a  reduction  of  the  present  duty  of  30  marks  to  15  marks  on 
the  following  grounds ; — ^In  1875  the  duty  of  30  marks,  being  absolutely 
protective,  enabled  German  manufacturers  to  raise  their  prices  by  10 
to  15  per  cent.  This  movement  had  the  effect  of  injuring  the  cotton- 
printing  business  to  such  an  extent  that  its  export  customers  were  lost 
or  seriously  reduced.  Even  for  prints,  Berlin  considers  the  present 
duty  too  high,  and  would  willingly  see  it  down  from  48  to  3G  marks. 
Leipzig  suggests  a  change  which  I  often  advocated  in  respect  of  duties 
on  cottons  clear  and  not  clear.  Linings  of  the  smallest  value  are  made 
to  pay  as  much  on  importation  as  the  finest  lawns.  This  should  be 
remedied  by  defining  as  clear  such  stuffs  only  as  present  certain  con- 
ditions— stuffs  in  which,  in  weft  as  well  as  in  woof,  the  interval  between 
two  threads  is  broader  than  the  breadth  of  the  thread. 

The  policy  which  seems  to  have  least  supporters  is  that  promoted 
by  Lubeck  and  Konigsberg.  The  former  proposes  the  total  abolition, 
the  latter  a  gradual  reduction,  of  all  duties  on  cotton  yams  and  stuffs. 

Chemnitz  and  Berlin  lay  stress  on  the  fact  that  German  cotton 
hosier}%  which  is  not  weighted  by  any  tariff  dues  in  England,  has  a 
large  sale  in  Great  firitam,  where  it  competes  with  the  home  manu- 
facture.   This  is  a  point  deserving  of  special  note. 

Ibok  JI.5D  Ibonwahe. 

In  respect  of  these,  much  of  the  materials  used  are  similar  to  those 
in  my  last  annual  report,  and  I  need  not,  for  that  reason,  repeat  the 
statistics  of  import,  export,  or  value.  I  may  mention,  however,  that 
the  number  of  hands  employed  in  the  iron  trade  of  Germany  is  stated 
officially  as  follows  ; — 
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Men. 

In  the  iron  mines        89,491 

Blast  fornaces        ..         ..         ..        ..  28,129 

Casting    „             89,508 

Rolling  and  other  mills 49,732 

Smaller  works        4,677 

Steelworks 22,842 

ToUl 188,874 

The  total  production  of  iron  in  Germany  was  1,500,000  tons  in 
1871,  as  against  6,500,000  toDS  in  Qreat  Britain. 

A  great  majority  of  the  German  chambers  of  commerce  look  upon 
the  question  of  the  iron  duties  as  settled  by  the  vote  of  the  Eeichstag 
of  December  7, 1875,  they  consider  it  to  be  decided  that  all  the  iron 
duties  expire  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1877.  Others,  amongst  them 
Bromberg,  Lennep,  Pforzheim,  Elberfeid,  Liibeck,  Konigsberg,  Danzig, 
Stettin,  and  Elbing,  dwell  with  satisfaction  on  the  prospect  of  free  iron* 
But  Aachen,  Augsburg,  Arnsberg,  Barmen,  Bielereld,  Bochum,  Chem- 
nitz, Dillenburg,  Duisburg,  Essen,  Giessen,  Gorlitz,  and  12  others,  are 
for  keeping  up  the  iron  duties  if  reciprocity  should  be  unattainable 
from  neighbourinfi;  states.  The  manufacturers  all  think  that  a  gradual 
reduction  would  be  far  preferable  to  the  total  repeal  now  in  prospect. 
For  the  present  they  claim  as  an  absolute  necessity  a  duty  on  pig-iron 
(now  fipee)  of  not  less  than  26  pf .  (3rf.)  per  centr.,  or  6*.  per  ton.  After 
recapitulating  the  advantages  possessed  by  England  over  other  States 
in  respect  of  ore  and  coal-fields  and  water  carriage,  the  manufacturers 
go  on  to  say  that  each  blast  furnace  in  Germany  pays  an  annual  freight 
to  the  railway  of  12,000  wagons,  showing  how  ill-eituated  Germany  is 
in  the  matter  of  transport.  The  depression  of  the  trade  may  be  judged 
from  the  fact  that  70  per  cent,  of  the  furnaces  are  out  of  blast.  The 
French,  Belgian,  and  Austrian  manufacturers  are  not  worse,  but  rather 
better,  situated,  yet  they  enjoy  the  protection  of  duties :— France  of  16*. 
(0-80  mark);  Austria  of  lOs.  (OSO  mark),  and  Belgium  of  4*.  (0'20 
mark)  per  ton.  Duties  reimposed  on  pig»iron  would  necessarily  involve 
the  maintenance  of  duties  on  manufactured  iron,  but  that,  too,  is  of 
absolute  necessity.  The  ironmasters  are  so  unanimous  in  these  views, 
that  Chemnitz,  which  buys  pig,  declares  in  favour  of  a  duty  on  that 
article,  because  no  single  duty  can  bo  abolished  when  the  question  of 
duties  as  a  whole  is  one  of  life  and  death  to  the  trade.  For  "  if  you 
abolish  the  iron  duty,"  says  Chemnitz,  "  you  also  abolish  the  duty  on 
machines,  and  if  the  duties  on  machines  are  lost,  then,  indeed,  we  shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  asking  for  the  repeal  of  that  on  iron  and  iron 
plate."  I  forbear  to  enter  on  the  specious  arguments  used  to  disprove 
or  weaken  the  statement  made  by  the  agriculturists  that  iron  duties 
weigh  especially  upon  them  as  a  class. 

On  the  question  of  steel,  the  makers  all  agree  that  they  want  a  duty, 
cbiefly  because  the  advantage  of  carriage  by  sea  for  ore  and  finished 
produce  enjoyed  by  England  is  equivalent  to  1/.  per  ton,  or  10  per  cent, 
of  the  value  of  steel  rails,  and  tne  further  advantage  of  cheap  inland 
freights  in  Britain  makes  up  another  sum  of  Ss.  per  ton.  The  present 
duty^  so  far  from  being  sumcient,  is  too  low.  Tet  let  me  note  : — The 
chambers  of  Bochum  and  Essen,  both  of  them  representing  places 
famous  for  the  production  of-  steel,  say  the  duty  on  steel  may  be  aban- 
doned after  the  present  crisis  has  passed,  and  when  the  attempt  has  been 
successfully  made  to  become  independent  of  foreign  ores. 

As  to  rods,  bands,  and  rails,  the  loss  of  duty  would,  it  is  said  be  felt, 
the  more  because  of  foreign  competition  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  grow- 
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ing  neglect  ol  iron  rails  on  the  other.  That  ironmasters  should  learn 
to  produce  cheaper  is  specious  but  unattainable.  The  difference  in  cost 
of  production  of  iron  rails  in  Germany,  as  compared'with  Belgium  and 
England,  is  aoout  3t.  per  ton,  the  Gef:?ian  xsiil  feiflg  oelter  in  quality ; 
but  quality  now  is  of  little  moment,  because  where  thatisa  Wft/?  quanon 
steel  rails  are  preferred. 

England  carries  wrought  iron  pipes  ^o  Germany  in  such  quantities 
as  to  make  up  70  per  cent,  of  the  Consumption  of  the  country.  If  the 
duty  is  removed,  England  will  flood  North  Germany  with  pipes,  and 
may  even  push  the  Silesian  article  out  of  the  Austrian  market. 

The  white  plate  makers  ask  for  an  increase  of  duty,  from  1  to  8 
mark  per  cent.  {11.  to  3Z.  per  ton),  the  last  reductions  haying  been  most 
disadvantageous  to  the  trade. 

The  iron  masters  all  agree  that  in  every  other  country  in  Europe 
the  crisis  has  not  been  so  disastrous  in  its  effects  as  in  Germany,  and  it 
has  been  impossible  to  keep  up  good  prices  Uiere.  The  surplus  of  English 
production  is  thrown  upon  the  country  having  the  lowest  duty,  aud 
this  is  Germany.  Commerce  and  agriculture  can  receive  no  injuiy 
from  the  maintenance  of  the  iron  duties,  both  have  the  greate^ 
interest  in  keeping  the  population  up  to  the  mark  as  a  buyer  and 
consumer.  Neither  can  bear  that  working  time  and  wages  should  be 
reduced. 

As  to  reductions  of  wases  and  workmen  the  statistics  given  are 
these:  in  Krupp's  works  there  were  12,100  bands  employed  in  the 
spring  of  1873  ;  now  there  are  9,000.  The  wages  for  twelye  hours  were 
4  mnrks  (4«.),  they  are  now  8  marks  84  pf.  In  the  works  of  Horde 
there  were  last  year  2,800  men  employed  who  worked  six  double  shifts 
per  week;  there  are  now  1,500  men  working  five  double  shifts  per 
week.  The  Gute-floffnung-Hutto  at  Oberhausen,  employed  in  March, 
1873,  7,175  ;  ia  October,  1874,  6,876 ;  in  January,  4,142  hands.  In 
the  Bochum  steel  works  4,600  men  were  employed  in  1873.  In  the 
first  two  months  of  1876,  the  number  employed  was  2,250. 

The  manufacturers  all  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  t^  obtain  as 
between  Germany  and  the  continental  states  the  clause  of  the  most 
favoured  nation.  It  was  a  question  whether  such  a  clause  conceded  to 
England  would  not  give  Great  Britain  too  much  influence  over 
Germany. 

Cast'iron  Wares. — Osnabriick  declares  that  the  conditions  of  pro- 
duction of  this  class  of  goods  are  better  in  all  other  states  than  in 
Germany.  The  firm  of  Karcher  and  Westerraann  at  Ars-sur- Moselle, 
is  transferring  its  works  across  the  frontier  into  France,  in  expectation 
of  the  opening  of  a  free  market  in  Germany  in  1877.  Breslau  coan- 
plains  that  the  Silesian  iron  works  suffer  heavily  from  Austrian  and 
Kussian  duties. 

Iron  Small  Wares. — This  trade,  says  Eemscheid,  suffers  most  from 
the  North  American  tariff^,  but  reduction  of  duty  in  the  French  tariff 
would  be  most  desirable. 

In  other  articles  makers  enter  into  details  to  show  the  undue 
pressure  of  tariff  on  the  class  of  goods  they  produce,  but  no  reference 
IS  made  to  the  competition  of  England.  On  one  subject  the  copmis- 
sion  agrees  with  all  the  manufacturers  in  the  country,  all  condemn 
the  French  system  of  transferable  acquits  d  caution. 

Machinery. — I  take  up  a  few  of  the  figures  relating  to  machines  as 
follows : — 
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Imports. 

Exports. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

Locomotives  Md  tenders  ... 
MMMnes,  chieflj  woM      ... 

„        ehieflf  cast  Iron... 

„  cfaieilf  wrought 
iron  and  steel       

Centners. 

56,950 

64,600 

896,000 

99,P00 

Centners. 

110,677 

96,100 

635,000 

175,000 

Centners. 

167,070 

78,000 

753,000 

128,000 

Centners. 
122,475 

[696,000 

Centners. 
105,500 

510,000 

Centners. 
81,198 

588,000 

The  negotiation  of  new  commercial  treaties  as  regards  this  branch 
of  manufacture  is  acknowledged  to  be  necessary.  But  the  maintenance 
of  the  duty  which  terminates  on  the  Ist  January,  1877,  is  considered 
by  makers  to  be  requisite ;  yet  it  is  admitted  that  twenty  years  ago 
most  engines  were  imported  from  abroad,  whilst  now  the  German 
niarket  is  firmly  held,  and  there  is  an  export  to  all  continental  states 
and  even  to  England.  In  fact  the  claim  to  protection  put  forward  here 
is  based  chiefly  on  the  present  state  of  business ;  the  crisis  in  the  irpn 
trade  having  increased  rates  of  wages  and  decreased  rates  of  efiective 
work  per  hour — the  last  two  points  being  the  more  persistently  urged 
becanse,  as  alleged,  the  disproportion  of  effective  work  to  wages  has 
not  been  felt  out  of  Germany.  As  against  England  the  maintenance 
of  the  import  duty  is  urged  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  advantages  gene- 
rally stated  to  appertain  to  manufacture  in  that  country,  as  agninst 
other  continental  states,  because  France,  Austria,  Eussia,  and  Italy 
take  higher  duties  than  Germany  on  all  articles  under  this  head. 

Munich  objects  to  English  competition  in  agricultural  machines, 
and  asks  that  the  duty  on  these  should  be  increased. 

The  chambers  of  commerce  favourable  to  the  abolition  of  the 
iron  duties  are  generally  so  as  regards  the  duties  on  machines,  of 
which  I  give  the  varieties  as  follows : — 


Duty  on  locomotives 

Machines,  chiefly  wood 

„  cast  iron 

„  wrought  iron  and  steel 


1  Per  Centner. 

Per  Ton. 

8,   d. 

£     B.     d. 

4    6 

4    10    0 

1     6 

1     10    0 

1     6 

1     10     0 

2     6 

2     10     0 

Dbugs  and  Die  Stuffs,  &c. 

Liibeck  and  Konigsberg  recommend  that  all  the  duties  in  this 
section  be  abolished.  The  paper  trade  desires  the  repeal  of  the  duty 
on  soda  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  abolition  of  the  export  duty  on  rags, 
and  their  request  is  seconded  by  soapboilers  and  bleachers  generally. 

"With  respect  to  this,  however,  there  are  in  some  quarters  very 
divergent  opinions,  and  it  may  be  well  to  bear  in  mind  the  figures  of 
import  and  export : — 

Imfobts. 


1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

Soda,  raw,  in  crystals 
„    calcined 

Ill 

ill 

Centners. 

260,000 

297,000 
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1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

Soda,  raw,  in  crystals 
„    calcined           

Centners. 
56,800 
16,800 

Centners. 
51,900 
12,200 

Centnera. 
46,100 
14,800 

Germany  produced  in  1875  over  1,000,000  centners  of  soda.  The 
makers  assert  that  thej  pay  for  the  raw  material  of  manufacture 
11  to  2  marks  more  than  the  English  producer  pays  at  LiFerpool  or 
ifewcastle ;  that  the  difference  in  cost  otproduction  has  the  result,  that 
English  soda  can  be  sold  as  far  inland  as  Munich  at  the  price  charged 
for  the  article  at  the  German  factory.  The  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
calcined  soda  from  20  sgr.  (2^.)  to  7^  sgr.  (9d.)  in  1873  has  thrown  this 
trade  into  the  hands  of  England,  and  caused  several  factories  on  the 
Ehine  and  in  the  north  to  he  closed.  Leipzig  and  Offenbach  deaire 
the  abolition  of  the  duty  of  3  marks  per  centner  on  caustic  soda,  and 
several  reports  are  in  favour  of  allowing  alum  to  enter  free. 

Glass. 

Stollberg,  near  Aix-la-Chapelle,  would  keep  up  the  duty  on  window 
and  mirror  glass,  if  only  to  compensate  the  advantages  which  England 
possesses  in  cheap  freights;  but  on  the  whole  the  glass-makers  are 
willing  to  accept  lower  duties,  or  even  free  import,  if  only  reciprocity 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Continental  States. 

LiXBN  YARy. 

The  duties  on  unbleached  machine-made  yarns  of  flax  and  jute  aro 
It.  6J.  per  100  lbs. ;  on  bleached  and  dyed  yarns,  5*. ;  and  on  twist,  12*. 
At  these  rates  the  imports  show  the  following  progressions,  there  being 
no  export  to  signify : — 


Yam,  machine  made,  unbleached 
Jute  yam,      „ 

Linen  yam,  dyed  and  bleached 
TwiBt 


1872. 


Centnera. 

204,000 
26,800 
49,615 
18,346 


187». 


Centners. 

252,000 
32,400 
56,186 
15,821 


1874. 


Centners. 

270,000 
31,000 
47,607 
10,067 


Tho  protectionist  spinners  of  course  deduce  from  these  figures  the 
necessity  for  increased  protection,  but  the  weavers  point  out  that 
increased  imports  have  been  accompanied  by  an  enormous  increase  of 
German  production  and  consumption.  Nothing  shows  more  clearly 
the  advance  in  consumptive  power  of  the  Germans  than  the  statistics 
of  linen  yam  machine-spinning.     Germany  had — 

T«  lairt  Spindles. 

JfSJ      ••         -         172,000 

JS;i 261,000 

*S74 826,000 

and  Berlin  justly  observes  that  tho  reduction  of  duties  in  the  yarn 
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The  strongest  'compIaiDts  are  made  by  the  owners  of  three  jute 
spinning  and  weaving  factories  which  have  been  established  quite  lately 
in  Germany.  These  factories  were  founded  because  of  the  remunerative 
import  of  jute  stuffs  from  England  into  the  Zoilverein.  Now  that  tney 
are  at  work,  the  manufacturers  discover  that  England  has  numerous 
advantages  which  make  it  hard  if  not  impossible  K)r  Germany  to  com- 
pete, and  they  ask  for  protective  duties  accordingly. 

BlS£B. 

Munich  and  Darmstadt  are  in  favour  of  treaty  stipulations  with 
foreign  powers  for  the  regulation  of  the  duties  on  beer,  which  in  most 
countries  are  co-existent  with  an  excise  on  the  same  article.  Their 
recommendation  is  based  on  the  wish  to  eettle  tlie  duties  in  sui:h  a  way 
that  foreign  states  shall  be  bound  not  to  rai:sc  them  arbitmrily  and 
suddenly. 

Spibits. 

The  German  empire  yielded  in  1874  4,153,908  hectolitres,  or  about 
92,300,400  gallons  of  spirits.  The  exports  of  the  German  gteuen-erein 
are  given  as  follows : — 


1860-54      . 

10,800,000  litres  yearly,  or  about    2,400,000  galloDs. 

1855-59      . 

.       19,700,000            „               „          4,877,777      „ 

1860-64 

86,600,000            „                ,.          8,866,666      „ 

1865-69      • 

.       41,600,000            „                „          9,244,444       „ 

1870-74 

.       47,800,000            „                „        10,511,111      „ 

The  union  of  distillers  at  Berlin  makes  the  following  remaikablo 
statement  with  reference  to  England  :  "  The  English  protective  duty  of 
5d.  per  gallon  proof  on  foreign  spirit  has  long  been  a  subject  of  com- 
plaint to  continental  and  specially  to  (German  dealers  in  spirits.  Before 
the  Anglo-French  treaty  came  into  force  in  1860,  the  excise  on  spirits 
in  England  was  Ss.  and,  the  duty  on  imported  foreign  spirits  15«.  per 
gallon,  ergo,  a  protective  duty  of  7s.  per  gallon  proof  was  raised.  The 
treaty  declared  th^t  the  excise  and  auty  should  be  equalized,  but  that 
2d.  per  gallon  extra  should  be  imposed  on  foreign  spirits,  to  make  up 
certain  excise  charges  which  fell  upon  home  distillers,  but  to  which  im- 
porters were  not  subject.  From  January  to  July,  1800,  the  spirit  duty 
thus  stood  at  8*.  2d.y  but  in  July  the  English  Government  raised  the 
excise  and  duty  from  8*.  to  10*.,  and  at  the  same  time  raised  the  extra 
duty  on  imported  spirits  from  2d.  to  6^.,  on  tlio  ground  that  English 
distillers  had  still  certain  excise  charges  to  bear  which  were  not  compen- 
sated by  the  2d.  hitherto  levied.  The  French  Government  must  have 
been  convinced  of  the  justice  of  this  measure  to  which  it  gave  official 
consent;  recent  inquiries,  however,  the  result  of  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  George  Shuck  (15,  Little  Tower-street, 
E.C.),  "Der  deutsche  Sprit  auf  dem  Englischen  Markte,"  and  in 
Dr.  Julius  Faucher's  pamphlet,  "  A  New  Commercial  Treaty  "  (Cobden 
Club),  prove  that  the  French  Government  allowed  itself  to  be  deceived 
by  the  English  negotiator.  There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  that  no  extra 
charges  equal  to  5rf.  fall  on  the  home  distiller,  who  simply  pays  his 
excise  of  10*.  Hence  the  difference  of  5^^.,  being  the  extra  charge  made 
against  the  importer,  is  properly  a  protective  duty,  and  it  is  one  which 
on  the  renewal  of  the  treaty  with  England  should  be  erased  from  the 
British  tariff. 

Again,  the  excise  on  home-made  spirits  used  for  technical  purposes 
in  England  is  returned  when  such  spirits  have  been  made  cKemically 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ 


unfit  for 
sake  of  ol 
useless  fo 
uei^  treat 


It  is  < 
manufact 
existing 
and  6]ad 
silk  and  i 
on  **  good 
centner) 
90  marks 
from  IVa 


Casse 
hats  and 
protect  t 
against  I 


A  Ha 
from  6  tc 
dearer  he 
Ghermimy 


The  ] 
centner 
All  othei 
as  follows 


VToollei 
Thee 

Wooile 


Obrto 
spimieri^  \ 
the  loud< 
who  decl] 
between 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1246 


OEIUIAKT. 


Bupjpljing,  both  in  quantity  and  in  quality,  all  that  German  weaTers 
require,  if  only  France  is  prevented,  by  a  change  of  commercial  policy, 
from  flooding  the  German  market.  It  is  obviously  unfair  that  France 
should  be  allowed  to  charge  from  2c?.  to  lOd,  per  kilo.  (25c.  to  1  fr.) 
for  yarns,  with  30  per  cent,  added  for  twists,  when  Germany  only 
charges  3  pf.  (1^  farthings)  for  plain  yarns,  and  24  pf .  (Sd.)  per  kilo, 
for  doubles.  The  Zollverein  must  negociate  for  a  new  tariff  as  far  as 
France  is  concerned,  by  which  combed  wool  (now  free  of  duty)  shall  be 
charged  2^d.  per  kilo.,  single  yarns  at  the  rate  of  1  pf.  per  length  of 
1,000  metres,  doubles  at  tho  rate  of  2  pf.  per  length  of  1,000  metres, 
and  trebles  at  the  rate  of  4  pf. 

Till  1873  wool  combing  as  far  as  Germany  was  concerned  was  a 
French  business,  and  German  spinners  either  sent  their  wool  to  be 
combed  to  Franco  or  bought  the  woofs  from  French  dealers.  The 
average'  imports  of  combed  wool  from  France  is  stated  to  have  been 
40,000  centners  in  each  year  from  1871  to  1873,  both  inclusive.  Since 
the  war  capital  has  been  thrown  into  combing  and  the  manufacture  i:i 
progressing,  but  it  would  be  materially  assisted  if  reciprocity  could  be 
established  between  Germany  and  France. 

Lennep  complains  that  Austria  and  France  prohibit  the  import  of 
Gorman  worsted  yarns.  It  claims  reciprocity  chiefly  from  Belgium, 
against  which  it  would  raise  the  tariff  to  1^.  4*.  per  kilo.  (24  marks) 
for  dyed,  and  16s,  (16  marks)  for  plain,  worsted  yarns.  Aachen  wishes 
to  raise  these  duties  respectively  to  1/.  10^.  and  1/.  4«.;  and  Mublhauaen 
to  8^  and  21.  But  Barmen,  which  takes  a  good  deal  of  Bradford  yarns 
for  its  braids  and  trimmings,  would  like  to  see  the  duty  on  dyed  treble 
yarns  reduced ;  whilst  Meerane,  in  Saxony,  which  also  consumes  a  large 
quantity  of  English  half  manufactured  goods  in  its  dress  stuffs,  asks  for 
reduction  if  not  for  total  abolition  of  all  duties. 


Woollens  a^^d  Woollen  Cloths. 
The  following  are  the  imports  and  exports  : — 

Ihpobts. 


1      ■■ 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1      ■■■■-■■■ 

Centners. 
Woollens,  plain,  milled          ..         ..       288,000 
„        not  milled,  printed. .         ..           2,464 
not  printed     ..1       44,800 

Carpets '         2,198 

Braids  and  trimmings 1         1,052 

Centners. 

267,000 

2.765 

48,008 

1,862 

652 

Centnen. 

290.000 

2,784 

46,405 

2,121 

1,198 

Exports. 


WooUenfl,  plain,  milled 

„        not  milled,  printed. . 
„  „        not  printed 

Carpiets 

Braids  and  trimmings . . 


1872. 


Centners. 
119,000 

166,000 

16,200 
11,000 


1878. 


Centners. 
146,000 

186,000 

13,800 
10,800 


1874. 


Centners. 
105,000 

186,000 

11,800 
5,420 
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Mamr  lar^  cloth-making  cities  Aachen,  Cotbus,  Sagan,  G^rlitz, 
Sorau,  dliemnitK,  and  Eupen,  call  attention  to  the  contrast  apparent 
between  the  Zollverein  duties  on  cloth  which  hardly  make  up  of  2^  per 
cent,  ad  yalorem,  and  those  of  Belgium,  Italy,  and  France,  which  cul* 
minate  with  10  per  cent.  Thej  also  point  out  that  the  United  States 
•nd  Bussia  have  prohibitive  tariffs.  Berlin  deals  more  particularly  with 
the  dangerous  competition  of  England,  and  puts  forward  in  this  re- 
Bpecty  the  following  statement :  '^  The  imports  of  English  cloth  have 
increased  from  813,000  yards  in  1869,  to  6,000,000  yards  in  1873,  or 
from  a  value  of  1,000,000/.  in  1868,  to  6,600,000/.  in  1873,  and  probably 
8,000,000/.  in  1876  !  Whilst  shoddy  and  mungo  stuffs  are  flooding 
the  German  market,  fine  German  wools  are  neglected,  and  sheep 
breeders  are  turning  to  the  production  of  coarse  wools.  But  in  spite 
of  all  this,  Germany  remains  unable  to  compete  with  England  because 
of  her  facilities  for  selection  of  commen  wools,  her  cheap  capital,  all  of 
which  requires  to  be  countervailed  by  a  duty  that  cannot  be  under 
8  to  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  On  the  other  hand,  though  England  im- 
poses no  duty  on  German  cloths,  Bhineland  and  Saxony  hardly  send 
6,000  pieces  valued  at  40,000/.  to  England ;  and  the  British  colonies 
have  tarifls  imposing  dues  varying  from  6  to  18  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on 
German  goods.  It  is  true  that  the  Zollverein  duty  of  30  marks, 
allows  very  little  broadcloth  to  reach  the  German  market  from  England, 
as  the  German  product  is  as  good  and  as  cheap  as  the  British ;  but 
English  fancy  goods  have  beaten  all  other  sorts  out  of  the  field.  Stufb 
made  with  or  in  conjunction  with  shoddy  and.  mungo  are  imported  in 
large  quantities,  and  though  it  might  appear  at  first  sight  that  such 
Btuffs  as  these  being  heavy  as  well  as  cheap,  were  sufficiently  weighted 
with  a  duty  of  80  marks  per  60  kilos.,  yet  they  are  not  so,  and  it  is 
clear  that  the  same  class  of  manufacture  cannot  keep  its  ground  in  the 
Zollverein,  because  the  makers  are  not  organized  for  the  manufacture 
and  the  cheap  price  has  almost  expelled  better  sorts  from  the  market. 
The  interests  of  the  manufacturer  and  the  public  are  alike  in  requiring 
that  the  duty  should  be  raised  from  30  to  GO  marks.  In  respect  of  un- 
milled  goods  no  change  is  required,  but  a  lower  duty  than  60  marks 
should  not  on  any  account  be  introduced." 

Other  chambers  beside  Berlin  press  similar  arguments,  ai^d  ask  for 
higher  protection,  with  duties  varying  from  60  to  90  and  100  marks  for 
50  kilos.,  whilst  at  the  same  time  efforts  are  to  be  made  to  obtain  re- 
ductions of  the  tariffs  in  the  British  colonies. 

With  goods  of  all  or  mixed  comb  wool,  Germany  complains  thai  it 
can  do  no  good  in  foreign  markets.  It  cannot  compete  in  England,  and 
the  Zollverein  duties  are  so  low  that  British  goods  flood  the  German 
markets,  whilst  there  is  no  chance  of  selling  a  single  piece  in  the  pro- 
tected states  of  the  continent  or  the  United  States  of  America.  Some 
manufacturers  of  Meerane,  in  Saxony,  point  out  the  impossibility  of 
keeping  up  the  present  system  of  distinguishing  milled  from  unmilled 
eoods  by  the  system  of  trpes.  They  suggest  the  abolition  of  the  lower 
duhr  of  30  marks  and  the  classification  of  all  woollens,  milled  or  un* 
milled,  under  a  duty  of  60  marks ;  Leipzig  and  Munich  on  the  other 
hand  would  be  satisfied  with  a  duty  on  milled  and  unmilled  woollens  of 
80  marks  per  centner. 

Carpet  making  exists  in  the  Zollverein  since  1864.  It  flourished  till 
1866  with  a  duty  of  60  marks,  but  afker  the  reduction  of  the  duty  to 
80  marks  in  1866,  the  makers  of  English  carpets,  tapestry  and  Brussels 
felvets,  were  obliged  to  enlarge  their  establishments  in  order  to  diminish 
tbeir  general  expenditure,  and  thus  enabled  to  compete  with  all  other 
[620]  .  4  o 
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tnfi^,  esflept  England,  Q«nnaa;f ,  vhick  cho^^  ttts  lovoflii^.  4a^em  of 
of  any  continfiniai  state,  ia  alone  in  oompaiiiraL  witir  Chm^BnlBiH^  aod 
half  of  ita  looma  aro  now  standing  atm.  Hcttearit  ia  oeeaBHiTr  to.  w^ 
tlia  daly  <tf  60  marka. 


DasBeldorf,  Julj  8,  1876. 
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Countries  which  Bhips  came  from :— 


Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Cargo. 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Denmark 

Sweden  and  Norway 

Russia       

Holland 

United  States       . . 

244 

2,441 

1,027 

185 

45 

88 

2 

Tons. 

76,126 

104,258 

118,716 

28,825 

8,789 

5,276 

944 

Tons. 

75,190 

88,227 

82,889 

28,765 

8,555 

5,128 

944 

Total 

8,977 

832,888 

229,198 

Countries  to  which  ships  were  bound : — 


Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Cargo. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Great  Britain 

10 

2,600 

886 

Germany 

2,487 

108,791 

20,901 

Denmark 

1,181 

123,075 

18,771 

Sweden  and  Norway 

218 

40,129 

885 

Russia       

150 

46,516 

14 

Holland 

1 

122 

•  • 

United  States       .. 

1 

680 

, , 

Africa        

1 

292 

, , 

East  Indies 

1 

624 

•• 

Total 

4,000 

822,729 

40,407 

In  reference  to  this  summarj  I  beg  to  obserre  the  import  from 
Qreat  Britain  am6unted  in — 

Tons. 

1875to    75,190 

1874 56,994 

Showing  an  increase  of 18,196 

This  import  consists  nearly  exclusively  of  coals. 

The  export  by  sea  to  Qreat  Britain  was  in  1875  only  836  tons,  but^ 
considering  that  the  chief  export  goes  by  way  of  Hamburgh,  the  Ham* 
burgh  statistics  include  also  the  British  export  trade  with  this  town. 

Only  89  Brititjh  ships,  of  16,926  tons,  participated  in  the  British 
import.  Tbey  had  to  compete  chiefly  with  the  Norwegian  and  Bussian 
flag,  and  with  German  and  Danish  vessels. 

The  difference  between  tonnage  and  cargo  inward  bound  is  chiefly 
attributable  to  the  regular  lines  of  steamers,  principally  to  the  Danisn 
mail  steamers. 

Most  outward-bound  ships  left  in  ballast. 

The  railway  traffic  at  the  Eiel  station  amounts  to  190,000  or 
200,000  tons  annually. 

Kiel,  March  16, 1876. 
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Betiibk  of  the  Goods  liable  to  Dutj,  the  Manu&cture  of  the  States  of 
the  Zollverein,  imported  into  Leipzig  at  the  Fairs  iu  1875. 


9 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 

IS 

14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 


Description  of  Ooods. 


Cotton  goods . . 

Yarn,  irooU«a.aBd  toUm, 

Iron  wase 

Glass  ware  and  mlrrois 

Wood  wares^  fine 

Mmiffil  inTtnuThtnts 

Caoutchouc  mana'aeUres 

Beady-made  dotbes  . . 

Copper  and  bnas  mures 

HMttware 

Laather 

Leather 

Linen  goods 

Paper  and  pastoboard  mann 

IV)rcelain  aiul  cartbeovfare  . . 

Purs 

Silk  goods 

Half-siK  goods 

Straw  wares 

Paper  hangings        .  • 
Clothes  and  backakins 
Woollen  wares 
Weighing  scales 
MisceUaneons 

Ttftai    . . 


Mmr 
Year's 
Fair. 


Cent  nets. 

14.8a8 

1,3«4 

556 

921 

221 

Z14 

21^1 

831 

a. 066 

12,707 

1,175 

7,877 

787 

1,125 

204 

806 

ISO 

41 

127 

17,842 

14,977 

78 

1,809 


51,108 


Easter 
Pair. 


GentnoTB. 
26,002 

4,898 

2,160 

1,488 

688 

577 

711 

458 

6,588 

25,844 

2,664 

11,269 

650 

6,018 

1,4M 

1,185 

8« 

512 

283 

15,950 

27,837 

982 

1,273 


187,127 


Michaelmas 
Pair. 


Centners. 

24,604 

1,W7 

6,085 

2,099 

1,806 

7^ 

812 

1,179 

512 

6,860 

27,567 

1.961 

10,824 

464 

8,897 

722 

1^8 

11 

26,805 

42,724 

20BB 

2^9 


}«0,129 


Total. 


Centnen. 

65,444 
^MO 

14474 
4^15 
8,565 

ym 

1,608 

2,181 

1,281 

14,464 

65,618 

5,800- 

29,4W 

1,801 

7,835 

2,422 

8,008 

868 

564 

675 

94,597 

-85,588 

^28 

4,991 


9784^ 


Leipzig,  April  1, 1876. 
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NuiCBEB  and  Tonnage,  in  British  Begister  Tons,  of  all  S0agoing  Yesads, 
except  Coasting  Craft,  entered  at  Swinemiinde  from  1865  to  1875  * 
inclosiye. 


Decennial  Average, 

'ltt*TA 

tMK 

1865-74 

,  indnsiTe. 

Nationality  of 

Vessels. 

No.  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

No.  Of 
VesseU. 

Tons. 

No.  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

German 

1,4(5 

281,270 

1,468 

251,111 

1,290 

204,715 

British.. 

660 

202,568 

701 

271,551 

584 

229,618 

Swedish   and 

Norwegian  . . 

827 

41,215 

861 

78,609 

295 

68,815 

Danish.. 

255 

22,182 

279 

46,725 

248 

51,642 

Dutch  . . 

106 

16,496 

74 

12,914 

79 

15,042 

RoEsian 

81 

5,665 

88 

8,477 

28 

6,680 

American,  U.S. 

6 

2,894 

10 

5,829 

24 

10,489 

French. .         • . 

12 

1,861 

19 

2,217 

20 

2,711 

Belgian 
Italian.. 

}  > 

555  { 

8 

1 

1,544 
218 

4 
2 

2,488 
611 

Total 

2,894 

524,141 

2,949 

678,695 

2,574 

587,251 

Of  the  yessels  entered  at  Swinemiinde  there  arriyed  at  Stettin: — 


Decennial  Average, 
1865-74,  inclnsive. 

1874. 

1875. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

2,508 

895,427 

2,748 

566,744 

2,868 

475,605 

II.   TbADE  and   COHHtBCE. 

The  following  tables  contain,  with  the  exception  of  specie,  a  speci- 
fication of  all  Icicles  imported  and  ezportea  bj  sea  in  the  years 
mentioned,  from  and  to  foreign  countries,  that  is  to  saj — from  and 
to  Ghreat  Britain  and  other  (foreign)  countries,  including,  under  the 
latter,  Hamburgh  and  Bremen,  which,  not  being  within  the  Grerman 
Customs'  Union — Zollverein  —  may  in  this  respect  be  regarded  as 
foreign  states : — 


Ihpobtahon  of  Specie  from  Denmark. 


1874 
1875 


Valos. 

Marks. 

69,750 

Nil. 
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1875. 

Artielea 

From  Gnat 
Britain. 

From  other 

Countrias. 

Tolal.     ' 

Total,  1874, 

Coia 

ln»- 

FigtnloM 

Br*  and  wronsfat    .. 

BailB          

Hpes,  mchofn,  8ce. 

Ooarae  iron  wares  . . 

Ifaohines        

Copper  and  otiier  metsli^  ores 

Slate 

Cenrent          

Soda,  potisb 

Chemical  iproducts     . . 

Sodna 

I^r,  asphalt,  fte 

Pye  woodB  and  atnlBi 

Seeds  

Oils 

Tallow,  train  oil,  grease 

Hides,  hair,  ftc 

Bice 

Coffee 

Tea 

Spiees 

Sugar,  molsnss 
Frail  (soutbem) 

Saliedmeat 

Laid 

Flax,  hemp 

Ooftlea 

Yarns'. 

ManufiEustnres 

Divers 

I,t41,f87 

1,84S;80S 

17,105 

1,066 

44,957 

"25,362 

47,808 

87,513 

225,011 

645 

288,024 

112,717 

15,096 

2«,879 

7,229 

8,765 

118,380 

1,081 

52 

26,418 

26;8«S 

40 

9,208 

12,568 

5,677 

5 

1,616 

8,286 

8^oie 

68,052 

19,484 

289,756 

^5,692    ' 

110,242 

74,147 

^505 

15,888 

8,347 

210,185 

28,050 

4,406 

20,941 

58,027 

66,796 

45,146 

17.718 

110,987 

72,680 

7<n,e5t 

64,181 

4,757 

58,171 

45,610 

20 

567 

14/439 

10,829 

9,180 

80,509 

83,866 

1,886 

129 

4,525 

478,068 

1,6*1,687 

M99,495 

127,847 

75,Me 

69,46? 

41,195 

55,655 

247,698 

258,061 

5,061 

363,065 

165,744 

81,892 

78,522 

24,947 

119,702 

191,010 

701,6«e 

65,212 

4,809 

79,584 

12,006 

60 

9,775 

26,992 

76,406 

9^185 

^126 

86,652 

U,%4» 

68,181 

24,009 

717,819 

1,587,378 

m:m 
mjm 

119,«0t 

145,891 

916,81ft 

11^419 

465,7118 

146,994 

214,425 

«9,808 

28,147 

127,880 

202,714 

576;941 

108,086 

6,871 

500,826^ 

284,986^ 

108 

9,186 

18,22^ 

17,586 

48,016 

189,897 

27,937 

6^895 

.      82,580 

24,497 

784,788 

Total  wntiai*. 

4,605,878 

2,870,874 

6,976,247 

6,7M,ff80 

flqnaltena     »• 

226,680 

116,671 

848,801 

883;39B 

lii^xrxDB  nled  bj  Weight  vedoeed  to  Impeml  Cfadlons. 


1875. 

Total, 
1874. 

Artidea 

From  Great 
BriUin. 

From 
France. 

From  other 
Countries. 

.     Total 

Wine    .. 
Vinegar 
SpirlU.. 
Beer     .. 

4,254 

427 

88,810 

87,852 

1,197,255 

902 

88,060 

88,125 

91,600 
728 

1,289,684 

1,829 

168,460 

38,080 

780,245 

1,567 

277,810 

88,820 

Total  gallons 

75,848 

1,236,207 

180,458 

1,492,508 

1,047,442 

Arfi 


Zinc  .. 
Cement 


Oils  ,.. 
Flour., 
Putatoee 

BeMMHJ 

Sugar,  n 

OOBTW  h 

Maohinei 
Mannfiicl 
BireiB 

Tol 
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GEBMAKT. 

TiHBSB  rated  in  measured  Lasts. 


1875. 

ArUoles. 

To  Great 
Britain. 

To  other 
Uoontries. 

TotaL 

Totsl,  1874. 

Beams,  blocks,  ftc,  oak 

11,568 
2,788 
2,552 

2,079 
2,444 
6,885 

18,647 
5,282 
8,987 

22,621 
8,144 
1,718 

Total  lists      .. 

16,908 

10,908 

27,816 

82,488 

Liquids  rated  by  Weight  reduced  to  Imperial  Gallons. 


1875. 

Articles. 

To  Great 
BriUin. 

Toother 
Countries. 

Total. 

Tots],  1874. 

IE-;:    ::    :: 

Tin^gar 

Beer 

Mineral  water  .. 

154,710 
809 

*210 

489,978 

22,791 

171 

8.848 

46,795 

594.688 

28,100 

171 

8,848 

47,005 

452,058 

80,891 

1,180 

2,200 

82,445 

Total  gallons 

155,229 

518,588 

668,812 

518,719 

CoBir  rated  by  "Weight  reduced  to  Imperial  Quarters. 


1875. 

Articles. 

To  Great 
Britain. 

To  other 
Countries. 

Total. 

ToUl,  1874, 

Wheat 

Bye       

Bariey 

Oats 

106,787 

590 

85,286 

12,988 

856 

24,784 

119,670 

1,446 

110,070 

99,657 
29,888 
78,524 

•  • 

Total 

192,618 

88,578 

281,186 

208,019 

Goods  variously  rated. 


Barrels  .. 
Number.. 
Head^    .. 

1875. 

Articles. 

To  Great 
Britain. 

To  other 
Countries. 

Total. 

Total, 
1874. 

Herrings     . . 

Bricks 

Lire  stock   .. 

81 

•  • 

•  • 

10,882 
788,180 

10,968 
788,180 

14,610 

774,600 

6 
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00 

1 
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3 

1 

1 

20,766,028 
41,705,670 

00 

1 

80,846,221 
107,887,480 

1 

rH 

1 

128,974,178 
124,616,761 

1 

1 
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88,796,174 

1 

s 

1 
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ScrmTABT   OP  TCE   SBBOBDISG  TABLES. — ^IlCPOBTS    ASl}  ExPOBTS. 

QUiLHTSY. 


▲rtidet. 

Imports — 

Goods  rated  by  weigkt 

Liquids 

Corn 

Herrings 

Timber 

Bricks 

Live  stock. 
Exports— 

Goods  rated  \j  weight 

Liquids 

Com 

Herrings 

Timber 

Bricks 

Livestock 


Tons 
Gallons  . 
Qnarten. 
Bairels  . 
Lasts  . 
Vomber. 
Head     . 

Tons 

Gallona  . 

Quarten. 

Barrels  . 

Lasts 

Sombtr. 

Head 


m5. 


848,801 

l,49f,50a 

411,648 

881,861 

657 

1,664,716^ 

47r 

141,50& 

668,^12^ 

231,186 

10,963 

27,816 

781,180 

T 


1874. 


882,898 

1,047,442 

1,096,643 

415*117 

1,084 

1,070,400 

764 

109,791 

618,719 

208,019 

14,610 

82.488 

774,600 

6 


Valxte  in  Foundft.  Sterling,  at  the  Average  Eale  of  Exchange  for  the 
respective  Teaw,  viz.,  IBTSr,  2a'46« marks ;  1874,.20«r5  marks. 


Coontties. 

1875. 

imparts. 

Exports. 

Total. 

1874. 

drMtt  RritAin 

8403,759 
1^262,686 

1  0ft6|,083 

4,^98,8*1 
5,^14,017 

4,987,006 
7,817,458 

Other  countries 

2,251,421 

Total 

%M%Z9S 

8,826,508 

9,ri2,8« 

12,804,459 

The  general  d^ression  of  husinesB  that  presrailed  in  1874  having 
continued  unabated  in  18X5,  ti^e  trade*  of  StettSs  necessarily  suffered  in 
consequence,  thoneh  on  the  whole  the  resuUsr  are  les»  unfavourahle 
than  might  haire  neen  espeeted.  It  will  be-  seen  by  the  foregoing 
tables  that,  in  respeet  to  value,  the  total  of  ieaports  and  exports  in 
1875  shows  a  clecreaee  of  51,948,314  marka,  or2ft'72'  per  cent.,  against 
1874,  and  a  decrease  of  5i,8i4,904  nark^  or  2i'*62!  per  cent.,  against 
the  average  of  tiie  preceding;  five  years.  The  importe  from  Great 
Britain  show  a  censieersri^le  decrease^  the  exports  to  Oieat  Britain  a 
slight  increase^  the  total  of  both  a  decrease  of  15^89^972  marks,  or 
15*44  per  cent^  agaioet  1874,  and  of  48,058,8^1  nnirks»  or  33*38  per 
cent.,  against  tfie  quinquennial  average. 

In  renpect  to  quantity,  the  following  is  a  specification  of  the  articles 
which  show  a  eonsiderable  increase  or  a  considerable  decrease  in  1875 
compared  with  1874  :^- 


I 


/Google 


9«Si 


^Imports— 

C0AS< 

Kadii 
Soda  I 
Bosaifi 
Tallm 
Rice 
Coffee 
Salted 
Lard 
Cotton 
Tarns 
Spirits 
Com 
Herrin 
Exports— 
Zinc 
Cement 
Chemic 
Oils 
Potatoe 
Mannfa 
Timber 


Swinem 
Great  Briti 
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OSBMANT. 


Articles. 

Prom  Great  Britain—  . 

Coal  

Pig  iron 

Wrought  iron,  coarse  ironwares 

Rails  

Tiles,  bricks 

Divers  . 

Wine,  spirits,  beer 
From  other  countries — 

Iron  and  coarse  ironwares 

Chalk         

Cement 

Asphalte 

Petroleum 

Seeds 

Fish,  fresh 

Timber 

Divers 

Wine,  spirits 

Herrings    .. 

Com  


Tons. 


Gallons. 
Tons. 


Gallons. 
Barrels. 
Quarters. 


1874. 


177,682 

"21 

2,852 

248 

14 

284 

416 

941 

2,212 

891 

819 

1,250 

882 

48,518 

1,588 

9,002 

2,858 

88,620 


1875. 


170,077 

1,125 

29 

1,869 

460 

18,728 

2,218 

8»076 

1,054 

457 

508 

89 

446 

18,696 

2,868 

11,887 

2,524 

10,898 


Freightb  in  1876. 

Freight  from  Stettin  to  ports  on  the  east  coast  of  Great  Britain 
— Hull,  Leith,  and  the  intermediate  ports. 

9,   d.  «.   d. 
Wheat,  per  600  lbs.— 

Steamers 20to2S 

Sailing  vessels        18  19 

Timber,  per  load — 

Oak 10    6  12    6 

Fir 8    6  9    0 

Exchange. 
The  average  rate  of  exchange  for  short  bills  on  lo  idon  in  1875 


was: — 


Marks  pf. 

January • 20  45*6 

Februao'           20  49*7 

March 20  57*9 

^pril 20  60-8 

May 20  61-6 

June 20  61*4 

July 20  47-6 

August 20  89-6 

September        20  86*6 

October.. 20  80 

November         '. ,         ..20  81*4 

December          20  88 

Ayerage  for  the  year 20  468 
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OEBMAST. 


Aybbaqk  Prices  of  Com  in  Pomerania.  Itedaced  from  official  retuniB 
taken  'fixm'tiie-  aiverage  prices  tAitmenAf^vioB  tnarfait  'tovim.  Sxchange 
at  par,  20  marks  =  £1 : — 


Averace  at  MarrtTiini<»iflfWihg  tl). 

Articles. 

PBwiiinlrt  AvewBc, 
iam-4S94kBDbaikre. 

1874. 

18E79. 

ScheffeL 

Per 
<)Darter. 

Per 
Scheffel. 

Pw 

Par 
BbbetUL, 

Per 
Quarter. 

[  Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 
QatB ... 

Harks  pf. 
8      27 
6      06 
4      78 
8      31 

£   ».   d. 
2    8    1 
1  U    3 
1    7    6 
0  18    8 

Maiks  pf. 
7      52 
6      46 
5      70 
4      R 

£   ».    d. 
2    3    9 
1  IT    3 
1  13    2 
1    4    0 

Marks  {rf. 

6      19 
5      41 

s    m 

2    4  101 
I  16    0 
1  11    5i 
1    2    7i 

lY. — PoPfTLATIOF  imn  iKDIUCEBiaM. 

According  to  the  last   Prussian  census  of  December  1,  1875,  Qie 
population  of  Pomerania  waa  1,462,810 ;  of  Stettin — 


Town  of  Siotiin  (nidudins^  4,0to  mlitarj) 
Adjacent  vilkges  (suburban  population) 


Total 


e«,727 
27,651 

118,278 


A  list  of  all  the  joint-sto<^  companies  estabMsbeii  >here,  amount  of 
capital,  dividends,  &c.,  was  given  in  my  report  for  1871. 

The  Stettin  Portland  Ceiaen*  Company  continues  to  pay  the  highest 
dividend.  In  1875  this  establishment  produced  540,000  centals  cement ; 
the  two  directors  received  conjointly  a  tantieme  of  50,000  marks  and  the 
shareholders  a  dividend  of  40  per  cent. 

The  dividends  for  1875  of  some  of  the  other  companies  were — 

Peree&t. 

Chemical  Works,  Pomerenadorf 25 

Provincial  Sugar  Factory      . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  20 

River  InsuraQce  Company,  "  CHfon"'         . .         .  .^        . .  20 

Prussian  National  Insurance  Company       . .         . ."        . .  18 

THver  Insurance  Company,  ^^omezania  " 1* 

Vulcan  Iron  \701k8 10 

The  Baltic  Lloyd  S^am  NavigaiKon  Company  is  dissdbrodl^  and  it  is 
supposed,  wlien  the  affairs  are  woimd  up,  will  pay  about  40^f«r  cent,  of 
the  capital  subscribed. 

Ten  other  conipaniaa  established  duririg  the  **  founding  inania,"  of 
which  I  se^e  some  aocomnt  in  my  treiport.  for  1 871,  and  rqjuwsenting  a 
capital  of  about  300,00^/^  pay  no  dtvidend. 

v.— PtTBLlC  "WOBKS. 

The  branch  railway  from  Swinemiinde  to  Ducherow,  a  station  on  the 
Stettin  and  Stralsund  Bailway,  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1874,  is  now 
finished,  and  will  be  opened  for  traffic  on  the  15th  instant  (Mar)* 
Distance  by  rail  from  Stettin  to  Ducherow,  45^  English  miles ;  Duche- 
row to  Swinemiinde,  23^;  total,  68|  English  miles.  Distance  from 
Stettin  to  Swinemiinde  by  water  (steamer),  43  English  miles. 

Stettin,  May  8, 1876. 
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scarce'  and  dear,  only  70  tons  were  imported  by  British  vessels,  and 
sold  to  net  11.  Is.  per  cwt.  The  consumption  has  increased  very  moch 
in  the  Morea,  so  that  considerable  quantities  had  to  be  brought  in 
country  boats  from  Zante,  where  five  cargoes  were  imported  direct 
from  Newfoundland. 

The  grain  imported  at  Patras  from  abroad  amounted  to : — 

Quarters. 

Wheat 29,412 

•     Gate  977 

Indian  com         ,        . .        , .       1,100 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  trade  by  British 
vessels  for  the  last  three  years : — 


Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1878 

1874 

*      1875  

£ 
487,650 
885,645 
188,610 

£ 
616,770 
712,580 
781,829 

The  price  of  goods  imported  during  the  past  year  averaged  with 
duty  paid,  as  follows  :— 

Impobtb, 


Articles. 


Madapollamsy  40  yards    . . 

Prints        

Cotton  water  twist,  No.  U 
Grey  T  cloth,  24  yards    •• 

Learf'    .. " ..    :: 

Sugar        

Coffee        

Pepper      

Alum  ••        «.         .. 

Sulphur 

Iron — 

Bars       

Hoops 

Sheets 

Swedish 

Bars 

Plates,  IC 

Dry  hides 

Codfish  .. 
Bed  herrings 
Coals         ..         ..  : 

Petroleum 

Riee  

Salmon  in  pickle  •• 
Rum 


Quantity. 


Piece     .. 

lO^lb.  bundle 
Piece,  6  lbs. 
„     Tibs. 
Cwt.      .. 


Box 
Cwt. 


Barrel  .. 
Ton 
Case 

Cwt.  .. 

Tierce  . • 

Gallon  •• 


Price. 


£  «. 
0  15 
0  12 
0  14 
0  9 
0  10 
0  15  10 
2  8  4 
6  10  0 
8  10  0 
0  12  0 
0  7  9 


0  18  ^ 

0  15  0 

0  15  0 

1  2  a 


0  16 

1  4 
7  5 
0  8 
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Articles. 


Quantity. 


Price. 


Tobacco 

Yalonea  groBsa 

„       camata 

Fustic        

Currants- 
Finest    

Second  quality 

Third  quality 

Cotton 

Figs  

Olive  oil 

Wool  

The  arerage  prices  of  grain  have  been  as  follows : 

Wheat 

Barley        

Oats  

Maize         

Potatoes 


Cwt.      .. 
Ton,  f.o.b. 


Cwt.,  f.o.b. 


Lb. 


Cwt.  .. 
Tun,  to.b. 
Lb.,  f.o.b. 


Imperial  quarter 


Cwt. 


£    s.  d, 

15  0 

14    0  0 

18    0  0 

2    5  0 


1     1     0 
0  18    8 
0  16    9 
0    0    6i 
0  16 
85  10 
0    0 


0 
0 
5i 


2  IS  6 
17  7 
15  0 
1  11  10 
0    9    5 


Exchange  per  £  sterling : 

Dr.  lepta. 

January 28  80 

February 28  90 

March 29  00 

April       29  0.0 

May         28  87 

Jnne        28  85 

July         28  77 

August 28  90 

September  •  ..  28  15 

October «•         ..  28  28 

Korember  28  50 

December 28  80 

EXPOBTS. 

The  crop  of  curraDts  was  rather  smaller  than  that  of  1874,  on 
account  of  the  excessively  damp  and  wet  weather  experienced  throughout 
the  season  down  to  the  time  for  diring  the  fruit,  when  the  currants 
were  formed  and  turning  ripe  the  damp  caused  a  deal  of  fruit  on  the 
finest  and  richest  soil ;  to  rot  and  shrivel  up  on  the  plants,  so  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  produce  was  lost.  In  consequence  of  the 
very  large  plantations  in  all  the  plains  of  the  Feloponesus  adjacent  to 
the  sea,  it  was  expected  that  the  crop  would  be  very  much  larger  than 
that  of  the  preceding  season,  but  these  expectations  were  not  realized. 

The  price  obtained  for  the  currants  has  quite  made  up  for  the  de- 
ficiency in  quantity.  The  demand  for  all  parts  of  the  world  has  been 
good,  so  that  the  whole  crop  has  been  sold  at  gradually  advancing  prices. 

The  yield  of  1874  was  60,976  tons,  of  1875  69,040  tons,  shipped  to 
the  following  markets  of  consumption : — 
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United  Kingdom 

America     . . 

Canada 

Trieste 

North  of  Europe 

liuBsIa 

France 


Rield  for  Bhipment  to  l^igland,  America, 
Canadi^  Trieste,  and  EwBSja    . . 


Totol 


1875. 

Tona, 
4i,666 

6,956 
371 

2,i41 

1,903 


65,430 
3,610 


69,040 


1874. 

Tons. 

47.796 

7,294 

43a' 

3^72 

919 

660 

a 


60,974 


Jif  h  known  that  of  the  currants  unshipped,  over  1,000  toua  are 
purckased  for  America,  and  300  for  Eussia,  so  that  the  supply  for 
England  will  be  less  than  la^t  year  s.  The  currants  shipped  to  iiaseia 
are  used  for  distilHnir,  and  it?  is  believed  that  this  branch  of  trade  will 
b«  ¥6ry  muoh  wtt^nded. 

The  total  value  free  on  board  of  the  currants  produced  in  the 
Peloponesus  last  year  reached  1,146,800/. 

The  oil  crop  of  1875  w^as  very  small,  the  oil  shipped  to  Eu gland  of 
the  former  cs'op  was  valued  at  8,iS4:L 

Valonea.crop  in  Greece  is  larger  than  for  several  y^oai^ft  previously  ;. 
the  quality  ifliuok  very  fine. 

The  produce  of  Cape  Papa  is  estimated  at        . .     V&OO 

South  of  Morea d^^O 

Aj^araania j(|j^ 


Total 


8,099 


against  5,000  tons  produced  last  year.  About  2,000  tons  of  the  finest 
quality  have  been  selected  and  shipped  to  England  an^  Trieste  at  a  cost 
of  18/.  per  ton.  What  remains  being  of  middling  quality,  very  much 
lower  prices  would  now  be  paid,  say  about  10?.  to  12L  per  ton,  as  the 
crop  ot  Smyrna  is  also  larger. 

OvvnerB  as  yet  have  much  higher  pretensions,  but  th^e  seama  little 
cJiauce  of  thoir  succeeding  in  their  views,  so  they  will  probably  havo  to 
ship  the  bulk  of  the  quantity  remaining  for  their  own  account. 

Bamus.—^ThG  sultanina  grape  continues  to  be  cultivated,  and  about 
4130  tpns  have  been  exported  to  England,  valued  at  12,000^.  This 
qji/iutity  will  bo  increased  yearly  when  the  new  plantations  beai'  more 
freely. 

The  e^poiit  of  wine  made  from  frash  currants  and  grapes  was  very 
small  during  the  past  year. 

The  Achaia,  German  Joint  Stock  Company,  manufactured  500  casks 
of  100  gallons  each  of  currant  wine,  half  red  and  half  white,  of  the  value 
of  12,500Z,,  50  casks  of  100  gallons  each  of  grape  wine,  1,250Z. 

The  quantity  sold  on  the  spot  or  exported  was  only  3,000  gallons, 
valued  900/. 

The  Sipsomo  manufactory  produced  about  4,400  gallons  of  currant 
and  grape  wine,  one  quarter  made  from  fresh  currants  and  three  quarters 
from  grapes,  valued  at  1,100Z. ;  the  quantity  sold  for  consumption  on  the 
spot  and  for  exportation  was  valued  at  QoOL 
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Public  Wokksj. 


Nothing  whatever  has  been  done. 

The  projected  railways  are  still  only  talked  about.  The  roads  to 
the  south  of  the  Morea,  and  in  fact  in  all  parts  of  the  Peloponesus,  have 
been  entirely  neglected,  and  as  the  bridges  were  carried  awajjr  last  jrear 
by  the  inundations  and  have  been  left  unrepaired,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  travel  by  land,  as  it  is  necessair  to  wade  through  a  swamp  of  mud 
and  water,  whilst  the  rivers  are  unfordable  afber  heavy  rains. 

The  ^works  at  Patras  after  being  completed  have  not  been  used 
for  lightmg  the  town,  and  a  few  pel^oleum  lamps  have  been  put  up  | 

again.  • 

The  Government  has  several  times  promised  to  erect  a  lighthouse 
on  Cape  Pa[)a,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  Patras.  This  is  extremely 
necessary  for  all  ships  coming  up  the  gulf,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
their  promises  vriU  oe  fiilfilled  ere  long,  and  this  desirable  work  be 
finished  without  delay. 

JExcavaHons  at  O^fwpta.— Great  activity  is  displayed  by  the  Gemum 
nrofessors  appointed  by  their  Government  to  carry  out  their  researches 
for  statues  and  inscriptions  that  have  been  so  long  buried  on  the  site 
where  the  Olympic  games  were  held.  TJpto  the  23rd  of  December,  a 
fine  bust  of  Jupiter  was  found  also  one  of  victory,  extremely  beautiful, 
but  without  arms,  head,  and  left  leg.  This  statue  of  Victory  (Nike)  is 
by  Paionius,  the  companion  of  Phidias,  and  mentioned  by  Pausanias. 
Other  statues  of  marble  and  terra-cofcta  have  been  discovered,  and  the 
professors  in  charge  are  of  opinion  that  the  most  magnificent  and  in- 
teresting works  of  art  will  be  found  when  the  excavations  are  extended. 

The  Greek  steamer  brings  passengers  from  Corfu  every  Wednesday ; 
corresponding  Italian  and  Austrian  boats  arrive  from  Brindisi  and 
Trieste  at  Corfu. 

The  Greek  Government  has  taken  part  in  the  recent  postal  conven- 
tion, and  a  letter  to  Greece,  vi&  Brindisi  and  France,  costs  2^.  for 
15  grammes  or  rather  over  half  an  ounce. 

Patras,  January  14, 1876. 
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Articles. 


Manofactures 
Hides,  wet  and  dry 

Coals  

Iron  (wrought  and  nnwronght) 
Yam  (cotton  twist). .  »• 
Sugar,  coffee,  and  colonials 
Copper,  brass,  and  pewter. . 
Bfiadj-made  olotbea  «^ 
Salt  and  dry  proviAionB    ^ 

Indigo         

Earthenware 
HardriKDe    «• 

Linseed  oil 

Bice 

Spirits  and  wines  . . 

Maddnerj 

iaaEiead»ciif  all  Borti 
!B^M»  of aU  aort»  «• 
Cochineal    ..         ..         .. 

Paints  and  djes     .  • 

Spelter 

Alum  

Petroleum 

BmtM 

Paper 

Medicines 

Tallow         

Silver,  wn»y^      ».         w«. 

Glass  

Slates  

Brushes       .  •         .4         •  • 

Fish  oil 

Wax 

Soap 

Swoidries     ..         ..         .« 


Value. 

£ 

195,819 

182,218 

18,368 

18,660 

10,862 

4,498 

2,478 

2»S1J» 

2,054 

1,596 

1,486 

l,I€i5 

1,127 

957 

8W 

807 

785 

628 

612 

569 

095 

498 

428 

885 

306 

189 

188 

170 

168 

162 

IflT 

U2 

185 

VfZ 

5,904 


The  cbief  exports  to  and  imports  from  foreign  countries  other  than 
Great  Britain  race,  aa  folfows : — 

KXFOBIB. 


A'rtibl^ 


HidAi^  draned  and  nndrfiMftfl      .. 

y^etables  (for  Constantinople  and 
Athens) •• 

Valonea  (from  Zea) 

Fresh  lemons  (from  Andros  to  Con- 
stantinople, yift  Syra)   . . 

Tobacco 

Sponges 

Pulse  

Cheese         ..         , 

Honey         

Fresh  and  dry  fruits 

Oliye  oil     . .         . .         « • 

Cocoons 

Wool  ..         

Tarn  (water  twist) 

Flour  

Pastry         

Wine  and  spirits 


Tafiie. 


£ 

20S,4a& 

24500 
29,185 

18,800 

15,960 

4,950 

8,160 

2,042 

1,428 

1,162 

1,140 

926 

677 

670 

650 

685 

457 

164 
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and  import  during  the  year  1875  were,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  in 
the  absence  of  the  publication  of  any  regular  price  current  list,  as 
follows : — 

EXPOBTS. 


ArUcles. 


Hides,  dressed 

Sponges 

Tobacco 

Cheese 

Olive  oil 

Citrons 

Fresh  lemons 

Tarn 

Flour 

Wine 


iMFOBillS. 


Articles. 


Wheat 

Sugar 

Coffee 

Bom 

Herrings    . . 

Dry  hides  .. 

Wet",,      ,. 

Coals 

Salt  codfish 

Iron  bars    •  • 

Grey  T  cloths,  24  yards 

Cotton  prints 

Madapolams  • . 

Cotton  water-twist,  4-20 


Per. 


Oke 


Imp.  gallon 

Barrel 

Oke 


Ton 
Cwt. 

I) 
Piece 


10-lb.  bundle 


Price. 


£ 

0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 

1  8 
1  10 
0  12 
0  9 
0  12 
0  16 
0  11 


«.    d. 
0    21 
0  10 
2    8 
2    5 

0  0 
8    8 

1  6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
8 


Of  the  articles  of  export  before  enumerated  (except  the  yegetables) 
none  are  the  actual  produce  of  this  place,  but  dl  are  imported  to  this 
port  from  places  in  Greece  and  Turkey  for  shipment  by  steamers  which 
touch  here. 

Of  the  articles  imported  a  large  proportion  is  reshipped  to  the 
neighbouriDg  islands  and  other  places  in  Greece  and  Turkey,  the  actual 
local  consumption  beinc;  very  limited. 

The  average  monthly  rates  of  exchange  in  1875  for  bills  at  three 
months'  date  on  London  in  tariff  drachmas  (bankers  no  longer  selling 
their  bills  in  commercial  currency)  were  as  follows : — 


Theni] 
and  deare* 


IHrecttr 
Indirect 


Direct  tn 
Indirect  1 


Direct 
steamers  ^ 
Malta,  and 
for  this  pit 
Four  are  s 
the  fifty-fo 
proceeoing 
plete  their 
England, 
on  her  hon 

Indirec 
sailing  yesi 
window-gh 
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steamer  wl 
in  another. 
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tbree  steamers  and  one  sailing  vessel  received  ordera  here  to  proceed  to 
NaxoB  to  load  emerj  stone.  Of  tbe  thirty-fire  vessels  cleared  none 
have  shipped  any  cargo  at  this  port.  Twenty-eight  are  steamers  which, 
having  arrived  here  from  British  ports  and  discharged  the  portion  of 
their  cargoes  destined  for  this  place,  proceeded  to  other  ports  of 
discbarge  with  the  remainder.  The  total  nnraber  of  vessels  of  dl 
nations  which  entered  and  cleared  at  Syra  during  the  year  1875  were 
as  follows : — 

Foreign  Trade. — 


Kumber  of  Vessel*. 

Nationality. 

fiatered. 

Cleared. 

Sidling. 

ateamers. 

ToimagQ. 

Sailfeig. 

dle&mer*. 

Totmi^e. 

Austrian 

28 

417 

813,677 

25 

420 

315,277 

Belgian . . 

,»^ 

3 

3,548 

3 

3,548 

British  . . 

8 

82 

101,185 

8 

81 

101,117 

Dutch    .. 

, , 

10 

io^m 

*  • 

10 

10,636 

French  .. 

5 

105 

187,6I>9 

5 

105 

137,699 

Greek     . . 

757 

75,46« 

760 

, , 

87,222 

Italian  .. 

9 

4 

4,491 

9 

4 

4,491 

Ru83i»-n . . 

21 

,. 

4,132 

23 

^282 

Turkish . . 

740 

77 

89,894 

753 

77 

m^m^ 

Total 

1.568 

6ff8 

740,r31 

1,588 

'700 

756,807 

The  stcanltrs  included  under  tbe  Turkish  flag  are  those  of  the 
Egyptian  Khedive  Company.  Compared  with  the  s!iipping  return  of 
this  port  for  the  preceding  year  187 i,  an  increase  of  138  sailing  vessels 
and  of  twenty- tbree  steamers  k  seen. 


ToTAX  Value  of  Mercliandize  imported  from  and  exported  to  different 
Countries  in  the  be  fore -mentioned  Vessels. 


U^UBtfl'lGfi. 

IValue. 

Imports. 

Erporta. 

Austria 

Bel^um 

,    France        

Great  Britain 

Holland 

Italy            

Kusaia         

Turkey       

£ 

74,704 

1,693 

174,050 

402,226 

2,176 

18,667 

69,614 

161,092 

£ 

7,162 

8,074 

35,386 

'ieo 

223,834 

Total       .. 

894,122 

274,696 

The  above  table  shows  an  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  imd 
exports  compared  with  those  of  1874?,  in  wbicli  year  tiie  values  were 
as   follows:— Imports,   733.669Z.,   an   iticreaac   of  1G0,453/. ;   expoite:. 


21G,01G/.5  an  increase  of  28,680/. 
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JUtlo, — ^The  following  were  exported  from  thip  island  of  Mile  during 
the  year  1875  : — 1,600  tons  of  mill  stone  from  the  Government  quarries 
valued  at  1,847/.,  180  tons  of  gypsum,  valued  at  465/.,  571  tons  of 
sulphur,  valued  at  3,830/.,  and  379  tons  of  sulphur  clay,  valued  at  215/. 

The  sulphur  exported  from  Milo  is  chiefly  consumed  in  Greece  and 
Turkey. 

Nituros. — During  the  year  1876  1,930  tons  of  emery  stone  were 
shipped  to  England  from  the  island  of  Naxos.  The  average  price  was 
from  87.  to  9/.  per  ton. 

Agbicultitbe. 

Andros. — The  exports  from  the  island  of  Andros,  in  this  consular 
district,  during  the  year  1875  were  as  follows  : — 8,000,000  oranges  and 
lemons,  valued  at  15,000/.,  1,770  lbs.  of  cocoons,  valued  at  206/. 

The  oranges  and  lemons  were  shipped  to  Turkey  and  Eussia,  and 
the  cocoons  to  Fr^ice. 

Naxos, — ^The  quantity  of  citrons  in  brine  exported  to  England  and 
IHirkey  during  the  year  1875  amounted  to  28,992  okes,  valued  at  630/., 
185,230  lemons  and  oranges  for  Turkev,  valued  at  175/.,  and  sundries 
for  England  and  Austria,  vnlued  at  805/. 

2ka. — ^The  valonea  exported  from  Zea  for  Austria  and  Eussia  during 
the  year  1875  amounted  to  1,614  tons,  valued  at  2,805/. 

PlTBLIC  WoilKS. 

The  foundation  stone  of  the  town  hall  mentioned  in  my  last  report 
was  laid  with  great  ceremony,  and  the  building  is  now  fairly 
commenced. 

Little  or  no  progress  has  been  made  with  the  mole  or  breakwater 
since  the  date  or  my  last  report.  It  is  said,  however,  that  it  will  be 
extended  some  sixty  feet  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

Maiotfaotobibb. 

Messrs.  Sevastopulo  and  Chilas'  steam  flour  mill  mentioned  in  my 
last  report  has  been  completed.    It  is  six  stories  high.    It  turns  eight 

gairs  of  mill  stones,  grinding  1,800  bushels  of  wheat  in  twenty-four 
ours.    Engine  of  fifty-five  horse-power,  forty  persons  employed,  capitd 
40,000/. 

Steam  flour  mill  of  Mr.  Theodor  Tombra.  Engine  of  twenty  horse- 
power nominal,  turns  four  pairs  mill  stones,  grinding  500  bushels  wheats 
employs  twenty-five  persons,  capital  17,000/. 

Mr.  Geo  Belzo  is  building  another  very  large  steam  flour  mill  five 
stories  high.  Machinery  is  ordered  from  Messrs.  FrAtchett  Brothers, 
Carlisle,  England. 

MiSCELLAKEOUS. 

A  recently  published  report  of  the  mayor  of  Syra  gives  the  following 
account  of  the  present  state  of  trade  and  industry  in  the  island. 

The  local  tanneries,  of  which  there  are  ten,  employ  1,500  workmen, 
and  turned  out  last  year  manufactures  worth  14,000,000  dr. ;  the 
foundries  give  employment  to  1,000  men  and  boys,  and  furnish  all  the 
iron  required  in  the  construction  of  the  numerous  ships  built  in  the 
dockyards  of  the  island.  The  value  of  the  ships  launched  at  Sjra 
averages  3,000,000  dr.  a  year.  Syra  contains,  moreover,  five  mills,  a 
large  handkerchief  factory,  a  weaviii^  and  a  rope  &ctory,  which  latter 
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StmlmimUu^  Beport  Ij^  Conavl  Orani  on  the  3Mh  and  Chmmmui^ 
Bnndinfar  the  Tear  1875. 


I1CPOBT0. 

Thb  total  Yflilae  of  the  imports  of  tbe  year  1875  amoustti,  according 

to  tbe  ca8tom4iouse  returin,  to  273^000/.,  being  89,900L  less  than  in 

the  preceding  year.     The  diUing-off  was  mostly  in  sillBwermB*  eggs. 

cereals,  reedis  and  rushes,  nd  silk;  hut  it  was  to  a  certaia  extent 

neutralized  by  the  increased  importation  of  coal,  iron  nik^  coral,  and 

other  articles, -as  may  be  seen  by  refeorring  to  the  subjoined  <1able,  which 

gires  the  prsMipal  articles  imported  and  their  yalue,  the  dncrease  or 

decrease  ot  each  as  compared  with  the  previoas  year,  and  the  countries 

whence  they  veie  imported. 

iMPom. 


ArtidM. 


Ai  o«inpaT«d  with 
Ui«  Tear  187«. 


IncTMse. 


Decreue. 


OmmtilM 


Wine,  beer,  and  ^ 
Petroleam     .^ 
Colonials 

OatUe 

Hides  and  slcins 


Wool,  mannfiictored 

BawsiUc       

Silicwonns'  e^gs 
'Com,  flour,  Ac 
Tinker  aad  wood 


Coral  ... 
IreotsHs 

Coal,  644)00  tons 
AB< 


81,040 
29,200 

liMO   ' 
6,600 
XByiOO 

9,770 
S,400 

5,200 

30^400 

28,900 

102,610 

8,600 


2,200 

si'ito 

3,000 


8,S70 


30,400 
23,400 

32,670 


2,960 

iVioo 


19,600 
91,000 
£5,600 
^,040 
^900 


8,160 


Aostria. 

United  StaUn  ^ 

France,  Aa8tate»«>4<}natBKttHa 

(about  onettfiinl  eadi). 
Turkey. 
Greece. 
aalfggfpt,fiiiilii  OiisiBiHrii. 

the  rest  Greece  and  Anstria. 
MoeUf  Rgypt. 
Mostly  Greece. 

Mostly  Turkey  and  GiBai  BrilriB. 
Aastria. 

Otmob. 
OraatBrilsiB. 


Total  ... 


...    278,100        117,280 


207,180 


Total  fUlinffdir., 


-     EXPOBTS. 

The  export  trade  shows  an  increase  of  195,000/.  as  compared  with 
the  year  1S74?.  The  total  value  of  the  goods  'exported  has  been  pot 
down  at  368,000/.,  against  172,OO0J.  io  the  previous  year,  the  increase 
being  entiiviy  due  to  tbe  oil  trade. 

According  to  the  custom-house  ret iinn,  upwards  of  37,500 -qinntds 
(8,750  tuns)  of  olive  oil  were  shipped  in  the  coarse  of  the  jear»  iriiieh 
is  more  than  double  the  quantity  ever  before  exported  from  this  port^ 
the  best  year  on  record  being  1871,  when  1,600  tuns  were  shipped. 

The  exceptionaliy  abundant  crop  of  the  autumn  1874  baa  been  the 
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CAGLIAEI. 

BepoH  by  Contul  Femis  on  the  Trade  and  Commeree  ef  Cofflian 
for  the  Tear  1874. 

AOBICTTLTUSB. 

The  first  natural  productive  source  in  Sardinia  is  the  soil.  The 
island  is  and  must  be  first  of  all  aj^cultural,  and  to  agriculture 
specially  should  ail  those  who  have  its  prosperity  at  heart  turn  their 
attention. 

But  the  desires  of  a  few  and  the  impulses  which  the  institutions 
destined  to  the  object  of  propagating  good  systems  can  i|n press  are  not 
enough.  Among  the  other  good  institutions  of  the  island  can  be  num- 
bered that  of  the  Koyal  and  Economical  Agricultural  Company  of  Cagliari, 
founded  on  the  14th  July,  1804,  by  sovereign  decreo  issued  in  Gaeta 
by  King  Victor  £manuel,  and  opened  on  the  5th  December  of  the 
same  year,  under  the  presidency  and  auspices  of  Charles  Felix  Duke  of 
G^noa,  and  brother  to  King  Victor  Emanuel,  who  afterwards  succeeded 
him  to  the  throne,  and  id  whom  Sardinia  is  much  indebted  for  many 
institutions;  amongst  the  number  the  Asylum  Carlo  Felice,  destined 
to  educate  the  orphan  children  in  some  art  or  industry,  which  it  is  now 
intended  to  change  into  a  nautical  institution,  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  in  Cagliari  a  mercantile  navy,  of  which  there  is  much  need. 

The  above-named  Koyal  Agricultural  Society  exists  still,  and  aids  the 
A^cultural  Committee,  whose  hye-laws,  being  framed  upon  principles 
afiordin^  more  facility  of  admittance  to  all  those  who  aesire  to  take 
part  in  it,  is  daily  becominj^  more  developed,  and  it  is  hoped,  therefore, 
that  it  will  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  agriculture  of  Sardinia.  There 
are  also  in  the  pi:ovince  of  Cagliari  other  Agricultural  Committees  at 
Oristano,  I^lesias,  and  Lanusei,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  are 
Yory  slow  m  their  actions.  Iii  the  city  of  Sassari  the  Agricultural 
Committee  works  with  much  profit. 

But,  as  I  have  already  saia,  the  efforts  of  a  few  are  not  sufficient  to 
make  the  industry  of  a  country  progress,  and  especially  in  the  case 
of  agriculture.  It  is  not  enough  to  have  institutions;  it  is  also  ne- 
cessary that  the  science  most  apt  to  the  acquisition  of  progress  should 
become  popular,  and  to  competent  instruction  necessary  capital  should 
be^  united. 

An  increase  henceforth  of  agricultural  population,  instruction,  and 
capital  are  the  three  levers  which  must  oe  brought  into  action  to 
prosper  agriculture  in  Sardinia,  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  fertility 
of  the  soil. 

As  regards  the  necessity  of  an  increase  of  population,  it  is  suffiei^ti 
to  observe  that,  with  a  surface  of  24,250  square  kilometres,  the  island 
of  Sardinia  has  only  558,064  inhabitants,  equal  to  24*25  per  square 
kilometre.  There  are  67  centres  having  a  population  of  more  than 
6,000,  amongst  which  Caglian,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  island,  excels, 
and  is  always  held  as  the  most  important  city  for  the  development  of 
commerce  and  industry,  for  its  many  mstitutionsi  and  also  on  account 
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of  haying  here  the  Court  of  Appeal,  which  is  the  highest  judicial  court 
on  the  ifiland. 

Coming  now  to  speak  of  the  agricultural  products  of  the  province 
of  Caglian,  thej  represent,  according  to  the  latest  statistics  of  this 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  a  yalue  of  3^147,189  fr.  The  value  of  cattle 
applied  to  agricultural,  services  directlv,  and  indirectly  through  the 
manure,  is  12,713,266  f  r. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  statistics  of  this  Chamber  of  Commerce 
are  compiled  from  the  returns  transmitted  by  the  Statistical  Councils 
of  the  Communes,  who  usually  keep  their  declarations  much  lower  than 
their  real  value ;  therefore,  without  fear  of  being  mistaken,  it  can  be 
stated  that  the  value  of  the  agricultural  products  obtained  yearly  in 
this  province  is  at  least  one-third  above  the  sum  mentioned.  Now, 
then,  if  the  extensive  tracts  of  fertile  land  still  uncultivated  were 
cultivated  by  a.  system  of  colonization,  and  if  the  deficiency  of  hand 
labour  could  on  a  large  scale  be  supplied  by  machinery,  it  is  certain 
that  the  agricultural  production  of  tms  province  might  in  a  short  time 
be  increased  tenfold ;  so  that  with  the  assistance  of  the  best  agricul- 
tural methods,  and  by  instructing  the  masses,  this  island  may  once 
more  be  called  "  the  granary  of  Kome." 

I  have,  however,  tliought  proper  to  bring  these  facts  to  view,  as  I 
feel  confident  that  the  day  is  not  distant  when  the  absolute  necessity 
of  introducing  agricultural  machinery  in  general  into  Sardinia  will  be 
highly  felt  in  onler  to  sustain  competition,  and  this  will  unfailingly 
constitute  a  branch  of  industrial  and  commercial  activity  with  the 
English  nation. 

The  statistics  of  the  Cagliari  Chamber  of  Commerce  embrace  Vnder 
the  head  of "  Sundry  Products "  a  mass  of  other  active  industrieSi 
assigning  to  them  a  value  of  6,748,524  fr. 

The  same  observation  must,  however,  be  also  applied  to  these 
figures.  In  these  sundry  products  no  account  is  taken  of  the  con- 
siderable products  of  the  nunes,  of  the  tunny  and  coral  fisheries,  nor  of 
the  salt,  which  represent  a  value  of  not  less  than  20,000,000  fr. 

Baitks. 

Before  describing  the  state  of  the  commerce  it  will  undoubtedly  be 
proper  to  take  into  account  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country, 
which  in  a  few  years  have  had  a  surprising  development,  it  being  most 
worthy  of  remark'that  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  National 
Bank  in  Cagliari,  whicQ  only  dates  from  March  1, 1867,  no  banking 
business  waa  carried  on  in  Sardinia,  excepting  very  rarely,  and  by  some 
particular  individuals. 

It  was  in  reality  the  National  Bank  whi6h  made  this  very  powerful 
4igent  of  economical  improvement  popular  in  Sardinia.  It  is  throueh 
its  agency  that  the  fatal  practice  of  usury  has  been  partly  crushed  By 
rendering  it  less  noxious,  and  finally  it  has  marked  a  new  era  of  com- 
mercial economy  in  this  island,  because  from  its  institution  agriculture 
and  commerce  have  received  new  life,  and  above  all  the  mineralogical 
industry  has  very  greatly  increased. 

The  example  of  its  activity  with  so  much  profit  powerfully  contri- 
buted towards  the  creation  of  divers  other  institutions,  which  have 
regularly  worked  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  commerce  by  also 
giving  life  to  new  industries ;  and  great  would  have  been  their  benefit 
bad  not  a  law  abolished  by  a  blow  the  circulaition  of  confidential  notes 
(Biglietti  fidudari)  which  in  Sardinia  passed  without  any  inconveni- 
^nce,  as  their  discount  represent  principally  values  created  to  seryo 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


1284  ITALY. 

commerce  and  induBl^,  and  conse^u^Qtlj  true  and  seal  operaidons,  not 
feigned  undertakings;  much  less  did  they  serve  to  fkrour  andenvaoTage 
&tal  games  of  exchange  and  other  hazardous  enterprises  based  on  stcw- 
jobbing,  whijch  it  may  be  said  are  unknown  in  the  island.     * 

The  Caglian  Branch  of  the  National  Blmk  realized  a  profit  in  lS74i 
of  W7fiT2  fr.,  for  which  reason  the  same,  on  account  of  its  pvoftts, 
figures  as  the  fourteenth  establishment  among  the  aizty-sil  of  the 
entire  State. 

The  next  banking  institution  which  launched  into-  business  in 
Cagliari  after  the  National  Bank  was  the  Banco  di  Cagliari,  created 
by  Boyal  Decree  on  April  11,  1869.  It  has  a  nominal  capital  of 
2,600,000  fr.,  of  which  1,383,160  fr.  has  been  paid  up. 

Another  society  of  ordinary  credit  existing  in  Cagliari  is  the  Banca 
Industrial e  Commerciale  Sarda.  Its  nominal  capital  is  1,000,000  fr.,  of 
which  \  3 1,050  fr.  has  been  paid  up. 

Also  the  Banca  Agricola  Sarda  works  with  good  success  iu  Cagliari 
since  1871  as  a  branch  of  the  mother  bank,  which  first  had  its  seat  at 
Borne,  but  now  has  been  transferred  to  Oristano.  The  total  business 
of  the  mother  bank  according  to  the  latest  returns  is  6,605,794  fr. 

The  Credito  Agrieolo  Industriale  Sardo,  created  by  Boyal  Decree 
December  18,  1873,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  2,000,000  fr.,  of  which 
790,050  fr.  has  been  paid  up,  has  also  its  seat  in  Cagliari,  and  isendevs 
important  servictj  to  agriculture. 

I  have  thou«:lit  proper  to  give  this  brief  account  of  the  banking 
instftutions,  as  tlie  first  report  I  have  to-  make  happens  to  be  writtea 
at  an  epoch  during  which  the  inland  of  Sardinia  is  fast  undergoing  one 
of  tboB^  transformations  which  not  only  tends  to  give  a  dififerent  aspect 
to  the  economical  flicts  which  have  unceasingly  followed  one  another, 
but  likewise  foretells  the  commercial  and  industrial  future  of  this 
country,  and  which,  bv  throwing  off  the  secular  idleness  which  for  so 
long  a  time  has  rendered  it  stationary,  p6int8  to  that  prosperity  to 
which  it  has  a  right  to  aspire  and  expect  from  the  extent  and  fermitr 
of  its  soil,  from  the  length  of  its  coasts,  and  from  the  wealth  enclosed 
within  its  mountains. 

In  order  to  give  a  better  idea  of  the  extraordinary  economical 
awakening  of  the  population,  I  propose  to  complete  the  exposition  of 
the  baaking  movement  by  indicating  the  rapid  progress  of  the  Saving 
Bank,  created  by  Eoyal  Patents  on  December  14,  1844,  with  the 
insignificant  sum  of  10,000  fr.,  one-half  being  a  gratuitous  loan  by 
the  Monte  di  Piela,  and  the  other  half  produced  by  a  gratuitous  loan 
of  the  founders,  and  after  many  years,  havmg  obtained  permission  to 
issue  Land  Bonds,  and  also  opening  a  discounting  business,  the  trans- 
actions have  reached  the  sum  of  100,000,000  fr. 

Public  granaries,  destined*  to  assist  agriculture,  are  also  scattered  in 
the  rural  communes.  These,  being  very  ancient  institutions^  most 
undergo  a  great  transformation. 

The  total  property  of  all  the-  charitable  institutions  of  the  province 
represents  a  capital  of  1,977,662  ft:.,  and  a  revenue  of  215,853  fr., 
relieving  on  an  average  2,122  persons,  with  an  entire  expenditure  of 
194,755  fr. 

Trade  Ai^n  Cqitkbbcx. 

According  to  information  gathered  from  semi-official  sources^  the 
speoial  foreign  import  and  export  trade,  and  the  ooasting  trade-  fot 
the  year  1874^  Aguce  as  follows : — 
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Tbadb  With  the  Italian  Continent. 


Entered. 


1.9U 
Ml 


I12,S2S 
110,1M 


10,747 
12,472 


-si 

I 


1,272 
16,036 


II 


1,652. 
508 


90,296 
158,182 


8,786 
11,7S8 


761 

8,844 


Comparing  this  shipping  movement  with  that  of  the  year  1863,  the 
results  will  be  as  follows : — 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

II 

1 

II 

^6 

11 

H 

ll 

II 

1874          

1868          

8.282 
8,067 

406,768 
288,850 

31,676 
^28,678 

... 

3,042 
3,034 

449,300 
283,564 

29,976 
28,535 

... 

These  are  the  data  which  it  has  been  possible  to  collect  in  this  fin* 
report,  which  barely  describes  the  economical  state  of  this  province; 
however,  they  satisfactorily  confirm  what  has  been  stated  from  the 
beginning — ^namely,  that  this  country  has  in  a  few  years  undergone  a 
great  economical  transformation. 

The  annexed  returns  show  the  number  and  tonnage  of  Bntish 
shipping  that  entered  and  cleared  from  the  ports  of  Cagliari,  Carlofort^ 
and  rortotorres. 

Cagliari,  May  29, 187a 
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NAPLES.. 

B&port  hf  Oomul  Calvert  on  the  Trade  and  Cdmmeree  of  Naplee  for  the 

Tear  1874. 

Port  of  Naples. 

Impobts. 

The  following  statement  shows  that  the  general  import  trade  it 
more  by  1,167,073^  than  it  was  in  the  preceding  year : — 


Countries. 

1878. 

1874. 

Differenee. 

Great  Britain  and  Colonies. . 
JPnnoe  and  Algeria . . 

Holland        

Turkey,  Sgypt^  and  Tunis  . . 
United  States 
Sonth  America 

Switzerland 

Anstria         

Other  coontries 

£ 

2,445,846 

1,272,169 

871,051 

229,842 

201,760 

115,080 

81,488 

272,107 

121,785 

£ 

2,549,190- 
1,788,419 
402,528 
867,216 
809,280 
152,088 
97,689 
374,146 
242,090 

£ 

Increase    103,844 

„         511.250 

81,477 

„         187,874 

107.470 

87,058 

16,206 

102,089 

„         120,855 

Total 

5,110,478 

6,277,546 

„      1,167,078 

The  articles  of  import  from  Great  Britain  and  colonies  on  which  an 
increase  is  chiefly  observed  are  wines,  spirits,  and  oils,  68,4>542. ;  fish, 
salted  and  dried,  58,607/. ;  hemp  and  manufacture,  34,661/. ;  cotton  and 
manufacture,  89,326/, ;  cereals,  20,152/. ;  whereas  a  decrease  is  obserr- 
able  on  the  following  articles  imported  from  Great  Britain:  wod, 
41,257/.;  silk,  10,193/.;  hardware  and  ironmongery,  21,949/.;  timber, 
1,041/. ;  glass  and  earthenware,  4,652/. 

The  import  trade  with  France  is  steadily  improving,  as  can  be  seen 
by  the  above  table. 

The  specification  of  the  imports  classed  according  to  the  sections  of 
the  customs  tarifi^,  the  countries  trading  with  Naples  as  well  as  the 
particulars  of  the  Various  articles  given  underneath,  have  been 
compiled  from  official  sources. 


■r         r 

fr.' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


*^ 

00 

.9 

I 

I 
I 
1 

a 

I 
I 

I 

s 

! 


OQ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


lata 


mix. 


3 
^ 

<N  »  S  00  '*  l^  ^  «>  «0  «  O  «> '^  —  00  1^  « '*«0  .H 

Oft  00  00  "*  «o  »-•  1-  ^  A-^^  ^*^'^"^'^*t^*^'^^ 

^KSo      "*«      ^o^^oSw^-^^^-^-ixoo^oa 

1-H 

1 

■1 

•I  :      :  :  :  :      :::::::":::-: 

1 

^  -^  ....          ...  ^^ • 

o 

! 

„  .5  .  .  .  .S-" 

1 

1 

^     •  -s- z-  •  •  •  • 

s 

|l| 

ai       to    .    .  <o CO 

^        •  •«r ^ 

a 

4D      '0>          JO  "«*<c  o      c»           v>«o          ooa> 
-J    .«    .CO    .    .c>e«OiHi    .a»    .    . «» *5    .    .«n 

to 

1-^ 

J 

Ok 
CO 

^1 

^  .*r  «     .^  •  •  •  -co     ^ 

I 

•c 

II 

Digitized  by 


Google 


Cue 


Clns 
in 

OMtOB 

flmwe 

Taiiff. 


II. 


III. 


nr. 


V. 
VI. 

vn. 


1 

s 

B 
£ 
G 

L 

F 


VIIL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1294 


ITAXT. 


Class 

in 

Custom 

House 

Tariff. 


VIII. 


IX. 


X. 


XI. 


XTI. 


XIII. 


XIV. 


XV. 


Articles. 


Canvas  and  woven  linens 
Tapes  and  fringes 
Carpets    . . 

Jutes  aud  manufacturos, . 
Old  linen  clothing 


Cotton  wool 
Cotton  twist 
»      yarn 
Glazed  calico 
Merceries 

Carpets  and  fringes 
Cotton  velvet 


Wool       

Horsehair 

Woollen  thread  and  fleeces 
Mattresses  and  felt        , , 
Woollen  yarns    . . 

Cloth       

Merceries. . 
Biaid  and  buttons 
Covers  and  carpeting    . . 

Silk,  dyed,  waste,  &c.    . . 
Silk  stuffs 
„     net  . . 
Merceries 


^Vheat 

Corn  and  grain  . . 

Oat^,  chestnuts,  &c. 

llice 

Flour  and  bran  . . 

v\  beaten  paste  and  biscuit 

Fecula     . .         .... 


Wood  and  timber 

Empty  casks 

Furniture 

Roots,  cork,  and  other  articles 


Paper 

Playing  cards  and  cardboard 
Books  and  geographical  charts 
Manuscripts- aud  music . . 

Arms 

Trunks  and  caps 

Canes 

Caoutchouc  and  gutta-percha 

Hair        

Hats,  i-traw 
Metal  type 
Millinery 

Coral       

Artificial  flowers  and  parte  of  do. 
Straw  and  basket  work  , . 
Machinery  . .         • . 


1874. 


Value. 

£ 
45,013 
.163 

6.697 
2,045 
8,918 

329,673 

603,898 

494,362 

1,127 

15,769 

15,682 

12,240 


10,162 
13,100 

890 
4,868 


247,006 
6,134 
4,036 
1,925 

43,653 

170,151 

6,00P 

40,691 


305,il0 

151,939 

5,763 

43,361 

7,177 

233 

3,900 

26,820 

47 

2,776 

1,074 

24,814 

683 

7,942 

40 


4,862 
307 
2,638 
2,171 
7,186 
4,583 


645 

4,315 

368,616 

2,056 

1,430 

36,517 


Tot4a. 


165,704 


1,472,751 


287,138 


259,404 


617,563 


81,311 


33,479 


1873. 


Total 


143,884 


1,409,893 


349,319^ 


287,74e 


207,421 


32,912 
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EXPOBTS. 

The  value  of  exports  during  the  year  l&Tdi  was  150,463^.  less  iAaaoL 
during  the  preceding  year ;  tl^e  decrease  bears  principally  on  cuujiiay, 
glovn,  &c.,  19,100;. ;  «&&,  32,8452. ;  stationery,  26,9762. ;  hardnve 
and  coral,  ^,8587.  The  folbwing  tabies  Bhow  the  -fiactaatione  of  "the 
export  trade  with  the  Tarious  countries  and  the  particulars  of  the 
articles  exported. 

ExpoBT  Trade  with  the  various  CouatrieB. 


Countries. 

1878. 

Wt 

DflSncmce. 

Great  Britain  and  India 
Prance  and  Algeria   •• 

Holland          

Belgiun          

Turkey,  Egypt>  and  Tama    . . 

United  States 

South  America 

Austria 

Other  countries 

£ 
818,662 
1,219,562 
28,638 
84,548 
64,070 
88,819 
«2,U56 
11,589 
19.944 

641,010 
760,872 
16,195 
18,609 
60,448 
114,614 
'2«,784    i 
26,761 
42,667 

£ 

IncrauK  222,868 

DecreMe  (468,690 

13,488 

16,934 

8,627 

loenene     80,695 

878 

15,172 

22,628 

Total           

1,743,168 

1,692,706 

Becrmm  160,468 
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IVIXT. 


ClasBin 


House 
Tatitf: 


l*X\ 


XL 


XII. 


xra. 


XIV. 


XV. 


XVL 


Artidw. 


Cotton' 

Cotton  doth       ... 

Other  atticles 

Wool 

Horsehair  

Mattresses  

Woo«!ett  cloth 

Braid  and  ru^ 

Silkworms' e  gg«  . . 
Cocoons    . . 

Silk  

Dyed  silk 

Silk  waste  

Sillt  stuffs  

Net  and  ribhant . . 

Wheat 

Corn  and  grain  . .     •    . . 

Oats         

ChesDut?  and  petatoes  . . 
Maccaroni  and  biMMiit  . . 
Other  articles 

Staves 

Timber  and  plankft 
Empty  casks 
Furniture. . 

Oars         

Various  wood  articles  . . 
Other  articles 

White  paper       

Tapestry  paper    . . 

Prints 

Blotting  paper  and  cardboard  . . 

Books      

Fowling-pieces  and  pistols 
Steam  engUies     ..  ••   ' 

Implements 
Carriages  and  boats 

Hair        

Hats     • 

Coral 

Artificial  dowera  and  basket  work 

Common  wares   . . 

Fine  wares 

Harrtwafc 

Works  of  art 

Horology 

B;ig8         

Musical  instrumenta  . . 
Other  articles 

Iron         ••         ••         •• 

Copper  and  brass 

\^'zought  bronse.. 

Copper  filings 


18T4. 


Value. 


149 

495 

67 


6,307 
1,583 
19,357 
14,879 
5,460 
3»284 


87,241 

2,870 

»>1 

8,480 

33,972 
1,164 


59 
1,437 
2,419 
3,U30 
735 
6,083 
2,485 


10,756 

2,918 

248 

3,4U8 

2,946 


115 
627 

1,138 
54 

1,286 
185 
223,720 
276 
462 
107 

6,513 
7 

1,560 
112 

1,266 

5,3i^l 


881 

8,»22 

760 

88 


Total. 


»11 


20,453 


49J^ZS 


129,178 


15,248 


20,866 


241^70 


1878. 


TotaL 


1,628 


21,804 


37,579 


105,967 


400,366 


10,799 


224,877 
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ITALY. 


Foreign  Ships. 

Steamships. 

Sailing  VesselR. 

Total. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

In  1874        

In  1873       

780 
674 

605,983 
468,469 

237 

187 

77,676 
37,494 

1,017 
861 

683,664 
496,963 

iDcrfasein  1874 

Decreaae  in  1874 

106 

147,519 

50 

40,182 

156 

187,701 

Clearkd. 


Description. 

1873. 

1874. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Steamships 

Sailing  vessels 

1,695 
3,129 

804.898 
193,523 

1,931 
2,984 

1,046,859 
171,665 

Total 

4,724 

998,421 

4,915 

1,218,524 

Of  the  above  there  were — 


Italian  Ships. 

Steamships. 

Sailing  Vessels. 

Total. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Nojnbcr. 

Tonnage. 

In  1874       

In  1873       

1,164 
925 

433,189 
351,849 

2,848 
2,935 

142,645 
153,916 

4,012 

3,860 

675,834 
505,766 

Increase  in  1874 

Decreaae  in  1874 

239 

81,340 

"87 

11,271 

162 

70,0® 

Foreign  Ships. 

Steamships. 

Sailing  Vessels. 

Total. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

In  1874       

In  1873       

767 

670 

613,670 
453,049 

136 

194 

29,020 
39,607 

903 
864 

642,690 
492,656 

Increase  in  1874 

Decrease  in  1874 

97 

160,621 

"*68 

10,687 

39 

150,034 

The  following  tables  exhibit  the  British  shipping  entered  and  cleared, 
and  nature  of  cargoes  imported  and  exported  at  the  port  of  Naple?,  in 
1874.    - 
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Iron  ... 
Iron  ani 
Petrolei 
Bricks  a 
Pitch  u 
CodiUh 
Pflcharc 
Herring 
Wine, « 
Tobacco 
Wheat 
Ballast 

Tota 


KatQ 


Oeneral, 

Bones 

Be^xpor 


Stares 
Saltan 
Tobaco 
Bailwa 
BaOast 

Total 


The 
entering 
tons;  ai 
The  nut 
increase 
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IMOh  VIALX. 

Total  Number,  Tonnage,  and  Crews  of  Ships  trading  with  Naples. 


Enteeed. 


Steamships. 

Sailing  Vessels. 

Total. 

Countries  whence 

73 

t    . 

t   - 

.torriTed. 

u 

1 

o  at 

« 

H 

M 

11 

ti 

OQ 

^ 

1 

^ 

5 

?a 

t 

'3j§ 

s 

a^ 

o 

:z: 

^^ 

o 

:a 

Great     Britain     and 

colonies       

213 

153,760 

6,009 

144 

33,727 

846 

357 

19e.487 

6,866. 

FYanoe 

3y7 

245,709 

5,7»3 

25 

17,197 

416 

412 

262,9W 

e,lS9 

V.H.  America 

4 

5,709 

93 

14 

1,295 

77 

IS 

7,004 

170 

Denmark,       Sweden, 

and  Norway 

6 

1,354 

52 

6 

1,354- 

62 

Russia 

2 

913 

87 

9 

1,328 

58 

11 

2,244 

96- 

Holland  and  coloniefi 

31 

41,709 

583 

9 

1,438 

516 

40 

4»,147 

1,0&9 

PortugHl         

1 

95 

8 

1 

95 

& 

Sptiin    ... 

... 

13 

2,41S 

no 

13 

2,418 

110 

Germany 

15 

8,640 

317 

2 

295 

13 

17 

8,945 

330 

Austria 

... 

14 

2,965 

183 

14 

2,965 

1& 

Greece 

2 

157 

14 

•7 

157 

14 

Turkey 

41 

28,793 

2,613 

93 

50,668 

1,769 

134 

79,461 

4,282 

Eg»pt  and  Tunis 

44 

51,978 

3,321 

9 

1,781 

101 

63 

53,75*» 

3,422 

Belgium          

7 

5,815 

174 

3 

742 

44 

10 

6,5.^7 

218 

23 

45,400 

3,043 

23 

45,400 

3,01^ 

Italy     

1,206 

46ti,8b6 

38,^50 

2,811 

137,016 

19,857 

4,017 

603,902 

58,20T 

Total        

1,973 

1,055,312 

60,223 

3,155 

257,476 

24,064 

5,128 

1,312,7S8 

84,287 

CL£AIt£]>. 


Steam  ships. 

SaiUnj?  VcsBels. 

Total. 

Countries  to  which 

'S  . 

^ 

•s  . 

Departed. 

f> 

11 

Jr; 

h^ 

^^ 

.a 

r- 

fl 

«  s 

Xi 

Id  f* 

• 

s 

is 

le 

uE 

« 

§ 

■ag 

> 

iz; 

tfH 

o 

1^ 

SH 

O 

^ 

«H 

O 

Great  Britain  and  colonies 

128 

86,764 

3,459 

37 

12,659 

342 

165 

99,423 

3,800 

Friincc  urn  I  colonies 

398 

250,685 

14,359 

52 

15,732 

922 

450 

266,417 

15,281 

U.S.  America 

... 

32 

28.490 

1,008 

32 

28,490 

1.0C« 

Denmark,    Sweden,    and 

Norway 

9 

1,794 

75 

9 

1,794 

75 

a«89ia          

10 

2,227 

85 

10 

2,227 

i» 

UoUaad  and  colonies 

23 

30,363 

1,130 

1 

359 

13 

24 

30,727 

1,14a- 

Spain 

33 

11,467 

439 

33 

11,467 

4» 

Portugal      

... 

6 

729 

46 

6 

729 

4fi 

Germany     

4 

1,529 

71 

... 

4 

1,529 

71 

Austria        

4 

2,SS4 

79 

4 

2,.W4 

76 

Greece 

91 

68.955 

3,728 

5 

1,013 

67 

96 

69,968 

3,785 

Turkey        

27 

10,311 

372 

1 

414 

17 

28 

10,725 

389 

Egypt  and  Timis 

114 

il4,-i;45 

8,756 

7 

1,432 

61 

121 

115,677 

5,81  T 

BelKium      

10 

7,644 

238 

... 

... 

10 

7,644 

238 

Italy 

2,871 

3,666 

391,356 

6,030 
3.%  142 

1,141 

184,478 

1,532 

4,012 

575,834 

7,562 

Total     

061,837 

1,338 

263,388 

4,671 

5,004 

1,225,245 

39,813 

The  foregoing  figures  have  been  collected  from  the  bodks  kept  bv 
the  harbour  master  and  at  the  health  office,  but  the  numerous  discre- 
pancies discovered  in  the  returns  respecting  British  vessels  supplied 
bj  those  authorities,  as  compared  witli  the  entries  made  in  the  register 
of  shipping  a^  Her  Majestv's  consulate,  show  that  but  little  reliance  caa 
be  placed  upon  their  accuracy. 
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ITALY. 


Months. 

GalUpoli. 

Gioja. 

- 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Highest 

£ 

a.    d 

£ 

s.    d. 

£ 

».    d. 

£     *.    A 

January    . . 

42 

9    0 

48 

10    0 

41 

9    0 

42      8    0 

February  .. 

40 

13    0 

42 

14    0 

40 

2    0 

41     14    0 

March      .. 

40 

2    0 

41 

15    0 

89 

16    0 

41      4    0 

April        .. 

40 

9    0 

41 

6    0 

40 

4    0 

41       2    0 

May 

40 

18    0 

42 

8    0 

40 

16    0 

42      8    0 

June 

41 

2    0 

48 

0    0 

41 

14    0 

48      1     0 

July 

41 

11     0 

42 

16    0 

41 

9    0 

42     18 

August     . . 

41 

0    0 

42 

4    0 

40 

16    0 

41     15   0 

September 

40 

0    0 

41 

9    0 

39 

18    0 

41       1    0 

October    .. 

39 

10    0 

40 

6    0 

88 

17    0 

89    19    0 

November 

38 

4    0 

89 

16     0 

89 

4    0 

40    16    0 

88 

5    0 

89 

0    9 

88 

2    0 

39    16    0 

British  Iron. — The  lowest  and  highest  prices  for  British  iron  in 
bars  and  hoops,  duty  paid,  for  every  cantar  of  100  rotoli,  during  the 
year  1874,  have  been  as  follows : — 


Months. 

Bars. 

Hoops. 

Lowest 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Highest 

January    . . 
Pebmary  .. 
March 

i^'    ::    :: 

June         • • 

July 

August     . . 

September 

October    .. 

November 

December.. 

R.    c. 
9      0 
9      0 
9      0 
9      0 
8    50 
8    25 
8      0 
7    80 
7    50 
7    50 
7    25 
7    25 

R.    c. 
9    50 
9    50 
9    25 
9    25 
8    75 
8    40 
8     10 
7    90 
7    60 
7    60 
7    80 
7    25 

R.     c. 

10      0 

10      0 

10      0 

10      0 

9    50 

9    20 

8      0 

8    80 

8    50 

8    50 

8    25 

8    25 

R.     c. 

10    50 

10    50 

10    25 

10    25 

9    75 

9    40 

9    10 

8    90 

8    60 

8    60 

8    30 

8    25 

Msh, — ^The  import  of  salted  and  dried  fish  at  this  port  and  the 
lowest  and  highest  prices  paid  have  been  as  follows : — 


Lis.       .. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

49,989 

Newfoundland     . . 

99 

45,400 

20«.  8(2.  to  2U  per  IL  of 

112  lbs.,  c.  f.  and  inaoe. 
12s.  to  17«.  M.  c  f .  and 

Labrador  ..         •• 

t9                  ** 

44,142 

insoe. 

Stockfish 

Vogs     •. 

61,686 

Herrings  .. 

Barrels  .. 

5,590 

17«.  to  20s.  ed.  per  bl.  c.  t 
andinsce. 

British  pUchards.. 

Hogsheads 

7.704 

49«.  to  lOOt.  per  hhd. 

Spanish      ,, 

Casks    .. 

2,789 

> 
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LoFWBar  Aad  Highest  Priaes  (or  British  Coal  Fxee  on  Bovrd  At  this 

Port  in  1874. 

Per  1,000  Kilo. 
L.      L. 

Jaanary         49to62 

Febmaiy 48      69 

Maroh.. 48      i69 

ApBil 4S     J59 

Mar ^     ^0 

Jofte 62     62 

JoV 4$      66 

jlofost  ..         12     166 

fieptember 42     ^i 

October 98     49 

l^ovember     ..         JS     48 

d)efember ^  .  49 

N.  B. — ^The  charge  for  putting  the  coal  on  board  of  the  steamer  is 
included  in  the  above  prices. 

Italian  FuKDs. 

The  lowetft  vnd  highest  prices  for  Italian  funds,  5  per  cent.,  during 
the  year  1874,  hai^ebeen  as  follows : — 


Hontiis. 

liOweBt  Prices. 

TO^est  Prices. 

Janonry 

Febnuuy 

Maitfh        ••         ••         •>         •• 

Apia      

Mv       

June          

Joiy        

August 

Bepbember 

October 

Noremtber 

December 

67-16 
67-40 

68  -86 

69  -66       ^ 
70-66 
70-36 
69-95 
71-46 
71-86       ^ 

70  -90       *■ 
71-96 
72-66 

t»06 
69-06 
69-60 
•71-46 
•TO  06 
1»16 
71-46 

nio 

71  96 
«-26 
»-90 
W'lO 

EzOHAlfGBS   AND    OOLI). 

List  of  the  lowest  and  highest  exchanges  for  ninety  Jay's  date  bills 
in  Eqglaad,  and  fewest  and  highest  premium  qb  ^gcdd  during  the 
year  1B74. 


Msntbs. 

Exchange. 

^Id. 

Lowest. 

High 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

Jannaxy 

Pebmazy 

March 

April        

^7         

June         

July         

Angast 

September 

October     .. 

November 

Beeember 

L. 
28-26 
28-90 
28-70 
28 -8& 
27-66 
27-46 
27-66 
27-46 
27-46 
27-50 
27-66 
27-40 

L. 

28-96 
29-26 
28-90 
28-96 
28-60 
27-90 
27-66 
27-66 
27-60 
27-76 
27-66 
27-66 

116  -90 
116-00 
116  10 
114-00 
110-86 
110-00 
111-00 
110  -80 
110-86 
UO'SO 
110-80 
110  '60 

116-60 
116-60 
116-40 
116-20 
118-90 
110 -6S 
111-80 
111-20 

110  -46 
111-60 

111  -25 
110-80 
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VENICE. 

Supplementary  Beperi  bjf  Consul  Smallufoodan  the  Trade  and  Ommeree 
qf  ike  Fort  qf  Venice /or  the  Year  1^75. 

Natioatioh. 

Thb  statistical  tabbfr  just  published  hj  the  Chamber  of  Comm^oe 
on  the  trade  and  navigation  of  Yenice  in  the  year  1875,  compared  with 
1874,  show  a  decrease  of  724  ships  and  47,701  tons  in  the  nnml^r  and 
tonnage  of  vessels  of  all  nstions  which  entered  this  port,  as  will  te  seen 
bj  the  annexed  Table  No.  1. 1  although  there  was  an  iBQr8a8&  of  six 
steam  ships,  a  diminution  of  odIj  eight  sailing  ships,  and  a  total  increase 
of  18,275  tonsi  in  the  number  and  tonuage  of  Brittsk  ships,  as  stated 
in  mj  commercial  report  for  1875. 

The  accompanying  retam  of  Britisii  skipping  (Table  E'o.  II.)  shows 
the  following  amonnta  of  the  direct  and  inoirect  trade  bj  Brttisk  ships 
in  the  year  1875  : — 


hnports. 

Exports. 

Direct  ttadt      .. 
IndirectttraA 

£ 

856,891 
9^814^74 

894,02 

aii,8rs 

Total         

M71,6d5 
« • 

UdMio 

8,271,695 

Total  imports  and  exports 

4,i69fi05 

being  a  total  increase  in  the  amount  of  imports  and  exports,  oompaiei 
with  1874,  of  390,8272.  stacUng. 

Table  No.  I.— Total  Number  of  Ships  of  all  Flags,  inetudisg 
Coasting  Yesselsy  entered  at  the  Pbrt  of  Yenice  in  Hie*  Yean 
1875  and  1874,  with  the  Amount  of  theij!  Tonnage  (in  Italian 
Measurement). 


Y^. 

Ships. 

Tina. 

1874         

1875  .•         ..         

8,475 
2,751 

578,711 
581,01^ 

Decrease  in  1875 

724 

47,701 
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Tabli  Bbowing  the  Number  of  Ships  entered  at  the  Port  of  Venice  in? 
I67fi  according  to  their  Viagf^  with  their  Tonnage  in  It^ian- 
l^eawiremant. 


SftflingSblps. 

Total. 

Nag. 

TmrU. 

Tool. 

Te^KHk 

T<«8. 

^9m<hi. 

TflM. 

Axneritan    ...        ..        

5 

2,W1 

5 

1,081 

Aastr<f>HuBntriaa          

261 

93,861 

547 

19,267 

808 

1A,I98 

Bridah        

172 

187,885 

28 

7,958 

200 

115,888 

DanlBll        

1 

m 

6S4 

B 

1,610 

Frencll        

... 

... 

891 

I 

381 

Oernn*       

•  M 

... 

UW4 

8 

1,194 

Greek 

... 

1.782 

8 

1,78^ 

Duich          ...         ., 

... 

•85 

4 

685 

Buesioi       

T69 

1 

159 

SwediHi-NorwegJ&n         

2 

1,3M 

Hl^ 

1! 

3,929 

TurkiA       

... 

... 

18 

690 

18 

690 

Foreign          

436 

2S3,566 

634 

67411 

1,070 

340,887 

NktiOMl           

J76 

100,495 

1,506 

89^38 

],6B1 

190,138: 

Tital 

612 

S34,061 

2,139 

146,949 

2,751 

Ml.OM>- 

Habbottb  Duks. 

Lira.  c. 

Sea  apd  lugoon  pilotage  to  and  from  Venice       . .  132  00 

Ancliorage  (per  ton). ,          ..          ..          -.         ..  00^  55 

Sanitary  dties  (per  ton) 00  07 

„  for  all  sliipa  coming  from  India. 

B«»ia,  and  Greece  (per  ton)      ..         ..         ..  00  4S 

Bil!  of  health            4  30 

The  above  fees  are  all  paid  ia  currency  (Italian  lirres). 

CoaiCMERCE. 

Tte  decrease  in  the  amount  and  value  of  merchandize  impor<?ed  and 
expotted,  as  seen  by  Table  'No,  V.,  is  attributable  iu  a  great  degree  to 
the  QDonuous  custom-liousc  charges  on  the  landing  and  warehousing  of 
goods  imported,  as  T\e]l  as  to  the  heavy  harbour  dues,  aiid  to  the 
market  being  still  overstocked  in -conBcquenee  of  tho  importations 
effected  previously  to  the  abolition  of  the  free  port,  and  in  eome  degree 
to  tlie  alnicsfc  general  crisis  of  the  commercial  world. 

Ooueidcriug,  however,  that  in  1874  there  was  an  extraordinary  stir 
in  gmiu  transaction?,  and  that  the  value  of  its  importation  and  expor- 
tation was  in  that  year  42,074,060  lire,  whilst  in  1875  it  was  only 
23,576,347  lire,  being,  therefore,  a  decrease  of  18,497,713,  it  is  to  be 
assumed  that  in  1875,  as  compared  with  the  two  previous  3'ears,  there 
was  not  a  great  falling  off  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  merchandize 
imported  and  exported. 

In  imports  there  was  an  increase  of  trade  with  Great  Britain,  Egypt, 
the  Ionian  Islands,  France,  and  Austria ;  but  there  was  a  decrease  in 
the  quantity  and  value  of  goods  imported  from  Japan,  East  Indies, 
United  States  of  America,  St.  Domingo,  Brazil,  Arabia,  Barbary, 
Moldavia,  and  Wallachia,  Russia,  Turkey,  Greece,  Sweden  and  Norway, 
Denmark,  Holland,  ^lalta,  Belgium,  Portugal,  and  Germany. 

In  imports  the  most  considerable  increase  was  in  oils,  colonials, 
hemp,  metals,  and  raw  silk ;  and  a  decrease  in  grain,  spirits,  indigo 
silk-worm  eggs,  cotton,  hardware,  earthenware,  petroleum,  dried  and 
salted  fish,  cTiarcoal,  lime,  and  pozzolana. 

The  increase  of  exporte  was  in  the  following  articles,  viz :  oils,  hemp. 
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Adiokibtbatioh  op  OoirsTTMPTiOK  Duty  ik  1875. 


Ar(ieles,&c 

HectolHres 

Qnaniitj. 

Wine 

167,879 

Flour  . . 

•         ••         . . 

QaintftlB    .. 

119,»49 

fiioe    .. 

M                   •  • 

80,095 

Petroteum      . 

it                   *  ■ 

9,94S 

Sogar  ,. 

»»                   •  • 

i«,a7i 

Cofl^.« 

» 

2,627 

Polae  .. 

»f                   •  • 

10,697 

Wood.. 

»                   •• 

688,982 

Oxen  .. 

Komber    . . 

9,296 

GalTeii.. 

>»         •  • 

7,781 

Sheep.. 

»         •  • 

40,250 

Fowls  •• 

i>         •• 

18,455 

In  1874  the  amount  received  by  this  administration  was  8,000^000 
Italian  lire,  whilst  in  1875  it  exceeded  4,000,000. 
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IXALT. 

The  larffer  of  tihe  two  graTing  docks  bow  in  eonatruction,  the  dimen:- 
sions  of  wnich  were  given  in  my  commeroial  report,  will  be  capacioat 
enough  when  finished  to  receive  nrst-class  men-of-war. 

Shtpbuildino. 

There  was  no  decrease  in  the  number  of  sailing  ships  constructed 
in  the  year  1875,  although  there  was  a  falling  off  in  tne  tonnage  of 
652  tons  if  compared  with  1874. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  six  merchant  vessels  laun<i1ied 
in  1875:— 


NamoB  of  Ships. 

Tons. 

Trabaocolo«Clodio*        

"LeonUda" 

Brig^Kadalino" 

„    "NinoBixlo''          

Tntbacftolo  *' VitelUo" 

Brig«VittorPiBaiii" 

87 

69 

174 

202 

29 

626 

Others  are  commenced  and  now  on  the  stocks  in  private  docl^ards. 

Meteobologt. 

The  average  temperature  in  the  year  1875  was  -h  13^  61'  (centi- 
grade thermometer),  the  maximum  on  the  19th  of  August  +  82^  2', 
and  the  minimum  on  the  22nd  and  24th  of  February  and  on  the  11th 
December  —  4°.    . 

The  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  during  the  year  was  675*91  millimetres. 

The  rainy  days  were  100,  the  clear  82,  the  nebulous  94,  and  tiie 
stormy  ones  48. 

Public  Health. 

The  public  health  in  Venice  and  the  Venetian  provinces  was  satii- 
jEactory  during  the  last  year.  There  were  no  epidemic  diseases  among 
the  population,  nor  epizootic  maladies  amongst  cattle. 

HOBPITALB  ASD  IiXTSXTlC  ASTLUHB. 

The  total  number  of  sick  persons  received  in  the  hospitals  and 
lunatic  asylums  in  1875  is  12,081,  which,  in  addition  to  the  1,969 
who  were  under  treatment,  amounts  to  14,050;  of  whom  10,850 
recovered,  1,188  died,  and  2,004  are  in  the  hospitals  and  lunatic 
asylums. 

Pbisoks. 

On  the  31st  December,  1875, 1,138  persons  were  in  the  prisons  of 
Venice — 859  males,  and  279  females.  Dunne  the  whole  year  3,568 
bad  been  imprisoned,  8,588  released,  and  45  had  died  therein. 

Bailwats. 

No  changes  of  any  conseauence  took  place  in  the  railway  communi- 
cation within  the  district  ot  this  consulate  since  my  last  commeraal 
reports,  and  the  negotiations  between  the  Italian  and  Auatdan  Goyem- 
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-quent  progressive  obstruction  of  the  lagoons,  the  redemptioiL  of  tlie 
port  is  of  such  supreme  necessity  as  to  rnvolve  not  onlj  the  nayigation 
and  commerce  ot  Venice,  but  alio  the  very  existence  of  the  city. 

The  engineer  Dr.  Pambri  says : — 

''To  remedy  actual  and  future  damage  there  is  no^i^g  novr  to 
devise.  The  nature  of  the  damage  and  its  welt-known  orioiii  point 
out  Uie  nature  of  the  remedy,  the  efficacy  of  which  is  sanctioned  by 
experience." 

The  sands  whidi  obstruct  tiio  moutha  of  the  canals  do  not  proeeed 
directly  aud  regularly  from  the  high  sea,  but  laterally  in  one  unraiying 
-course. 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  impede  the  passage  of  the  saoda 
which  have  ao  rapidly  created  the  shoals  parallel  to  the  shores  and 
wkieh  obetnicted  Lio  Mas^ore  and  co^rad  St.  Eraamo. 

There  ia  bat  one  efiWtual  means  to  attaia  thia  objeat«*-tQ  plaos  an 
inanrmoujitable  lateral  obatada  before  which  the  aduuacemenb  of  th^* 
sands  might  be  arrested. 

Such  iaaberal  obstacU  wonld  be  a  dike  running  in  the  darection.  of 
north-eaat,  and  stretching  out  into  the  aea  to  a  diat>ance  of  Z^M  mstvaay 
to  prevent  the  sands  from  surrounding  it. 

To  remedy  the  present  damage  another  dike  should  be  eceeted  in  9k 
aouth-west  direction  of  less  extension  by  one-third  of  the  other  dbke, 
to  form  the  opposite  bank  of  the  canal  falling  into  tha  sea. 

Such  hydraulic  works  would  be  of  great  use  not  only  to  nemofe 
the  danger  of  the  obstraction  of  tlie  lagoons,  but  tiso  to  navigatien, 
and  the  expense  of  this  undertaking  would  amount  appreonmaUrely  tn 
9,000,000  Italian  lire. 

The  Law  agreed  to  betweem  die  GonutttfisioBers  fisr  tiae  Foee  Wkre- 
honses  (PUiiti  Frandii)  and  the  Italian  Miii]8ti7>  for  ViiMnce^ 
approved  and  confirmed  by  a  majority  of  eightf-fire  re^t  iai  tha* 
Italian  Parliament. 

1.  Tlie  Itnlian  Government  is  authorized  to  grant  to  public  admi* 
nistrations  and  to  private  citizens  the  iostitution  of  free  wait^houaes  ia 
the  principal  moritame  cities  of  the  kiugobm,  provided  the  Application: 
be  oecommdnded  and  approved  by  the  Chamber  of  Commeroe  and  bj 
the  Municipality  in  the  jurisdiction  of  which  the  fisee  wacehoujaB  have 
to  be  institute  J. 

Sux^h  permission  will  not,  however,  be  granted  if  the  free  ware- 
lionses  do  not  present  suffioient  security  to  guarantee  the  Qonernment 
against  every  possible  fraud. 

The  free  warehouses  will  net  be  comprised  within  the  Cuatoma 
Lines,  pursuant  to  art.  I,  par.  1^  of  the  Cuatoivs  Begulations^  dated 
dated  September  11, 1862. 

2.  By  special  warrant,  sanctioned  by  Eoyal  Decree  in  concert  witk 
the  Council  of  State  and  the  Chambers  of  Commerce,  the  regnlations 
for  the  supervision  of  the  goods  imported  and  exported  from  the  &ea 
warehouses  will  be  established. 

The  Chambers  of  Commerce  shall  concur  with  the  delejsatea  of  tha 
G-overnmeut  for  the  maintenance  of  good  order  and  discipQne  amongst 
the  functionaries  and  attendants  of  the  free  warehouses. 

The  description  of  the  goods  excluded  from  the  free  worehonsea 
shall  be  pointed  out  in  the  said  regulations,  and  on  the  diseovcry  of 
any  prohibited  goods,  such  shall  be  consLdored  as  contraband. 

The  violators  of  the  above  restrictions  shall  be  liable  to  nunishiaent 
in  pursuance  of  the  Customs  Begulations  of  September  lo,  1862 ;  of 
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the  Legislative  Decree  of  June  28,  1866,  No.  3,020;  and  of  the  Law 
of  April  16, 1872,  No.  759,  Letter  D. 

3.  For  all  irregularities  and  frauds  detected  in  the  free  warehouses, 
Government  is  empowered  to  enforce  such  temporary  or  permanent 
measures  of  precaution  and  discipline  which  shall  he  deemed  expedient 
for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  public  treasurer. 

4.  The  necessary  expenses  for  the  buildings  mentioned  in  par.  1, 
and  the  eventual  charges  for  the  superintendence  of  the  free  ware- 
houses, shall  be  paid  by  the  applicants  for  such  accommodation. 

5.  Storehouses  will  be  erected  on  the  shores  of  the  principal  ports 
in  the  kingdom  for  the  temporary  custody  of  goods  imported  by  sea, 
wherein  they  may  be  stored  for  such  a  given  number  of  days  as  may 
bo  considered  convenient  for  the  public  service  and  the  interests  of 
Q  ovemment,  without  any  obligation  for  the  importer  to  declare  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  his  goods,  and  without  any  right  of  visit  from 
tUe  custom-house. 

The  period  for  the  storing  of  the  goods  in  the  said  storehouses  shall 
be  determined  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  concert  with  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce. 

In  such  buildings  the  importer  shall  have  the  right  to  place  his 
goods  and  handle  them  at  pleasure. 

The  custom-house  authorities  are  restricted  to  taking  the  necessary 
measures  to  ensure  the  needful  superintendence. 

The  expenses  incurred  in  the  erection  of  the  storehouses  shall  be  at 
the  charge  of  the  merchants  and  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  who  shall 
.have  made  application  for  them. 

6.  Every  enactment  contrary  to  this  law  is  hereby  canceled. 

Venice,  June  3, 1876. 
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